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PREFACE. 


THE  iKirth-eastern  part  of  New  York,  bordering  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Champlain  and 
extending  westerly  into  the  Adirondack  higiilands,  including  in  its  southern  part 
the  highest  peaks  of  this  mountain  series,  is  a  region  esjiecially  attractive  to  the 
lover  of  wild  and  picturesque  scenery,  and  is  of  ecpial  interest  to  the  student  of  American 
history,  patriotic  memories  being  inseparably  connected  with  the'  names  of  Crown  Point, 
Ticonderoga,  and  Plattsburg.  Nor  are  these  its  only  claims  to  distinction.  Clinton  County, 
formed  in  17S8,  and  I'lssex,  taken  from  it  in  1799,  ha\-e  a  record  of  nearly  one  hundred  years 
as  the  two  great  mining  counties  of  the  State.  The  iron  industry,  second  in  importance 
to  none,  and,  indeed,  whose  extinction  to-day  would  ixiralyze  every  other  useful  craft,  is  here, 
with  its  forges,  its  rolling-mills,  its  nail  factories,  nearly  a  century  old.  Lumbering,  too,  has 
long  been  a  leading  pursuit,  and  now  has  a  new  adjunct  in  pul])  manufacturing.  Farming, 
boating,  and  hundreds  of  other  callings  fill  out  labor's  varied  year. 

Li  all  this  wide  earth  there  is  nothing  so  interesting  and  important  as  human  life;  and 
biograjihy,  or  the  story  of  individual  lives,  is  rapidly  coming  to  be  recognized  as,  at  its  best,  one 
of  the  most  useful  forms  of  literature.  It  behooves  every  generation  to  write  its  own  records, 
to  leave  behind  its  own  memoi-ials.  The  |iresent  volume  treats  of  earnest  toilers  of  to-dav  and  of 
yesterday,  workers  with  hantl  and  brain,  who  have  been  largely  instrumental  in  the  industrial, 
social,  and  political  tlevelojiment  of  these  two  counties.  'l"he  concpiests  recited  are  of  mind 
over  matter  and  circumstance.  Although  the  plan  of  the  Ri:\'n;w  did  not  call  for  minute 
genealf^gical  research,  we  have  gladly  made  use  of  such  data  as  have  been  furnished  us  for 
filling  out  ancestral  lines  —  an  end  to  whicli  much  study  is  directed  in  these  days,  the  fact  being 
recognized  that  "we  are  what  we  are  mainly  by  the  law  of  inheritance."  Wherefore,  this 
book,  it  is  trusted,  will  commend  itself  as  a  work  of  jjermanent  value. 

I?i(i(,K.\i'iiic.\i,   Ki.\ii:w  Pl'iu.ishini;  Comi'.anv. 
lioSTox.   Mav.    i.Si)6. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 


O  X.  DAVID  F  O  W  L  E  R 
DOBIE,  ex-Surrogate  of  Clin- 
ton County,  New  York,  and  a 
veteran  of  the  late  Civil  War, 
was  born  in  Huntingdon,  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  Canada,  Janu- 
ary 12,  1840.  He  is  a  son  of 
the  late  Rev.  David  Dobie, 
and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  honored 
antl  respected  Scotch  family,  his  paternal 
grandparents  having  been  residents  of  Dum- 
friesshire, Scotland,  where  they  reared  their 
children  to  busy  and  useful  lives.  Four  of 
their  sons,  David,  James,  Thomas,  and  John, 
emigrated  to  America  in  search  of  fortune's 
favor,  settling  in  Canada.  Afterward  Grand- 
father and  Grandmother  Dobie  came  to  Amer- 
ica to  visit  their  children,  and  while  in 
Canada   both   died. 

David  Dobie,  the  first  named  of  the  four 
brothers,  received  his  prc[)aratory  education 
in  his  native  Scotland;  and,  coming  to  this 
country  in  the  fresh  vigor  of  young  manhood, 
after  spending  a  short  time  in  Canada,  he  en- 
tered Middlcbury  College  at  Middlebury,  Vt. 
He  subsec|uently  studied  theology  at  An- 
dover,  Mass.,  and,  after  his  ordination  as  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  was  settled  at  Hunt- 
ingdon,   Quebec,    where    he    remained    a    few 


years,  and  was  instrumental  in  building  up 
the  Presbyterian  church  of  that  place.  Com- 
ing thence  to  Plattsburg,  having  accepted  a 
call  here  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyterian 
church,  he  labored  earnestly  and  successfully 
for  twelve  years;  and,  being  then  obliged  to 
resign  on  account  of  failing  health,  he  re- 
moved to  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  where  he  died  at 
the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty-five  years. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza 
Walker,  was  a  native  of  St.  Helen's,  England. 
Of  their  union  four  children  were  born; 
namely,  David  F.,  Samuel,  Maria  M.,  and 
James. 

David  F.  Dobie  was  quite  young  when  his 
parents  became  residents  of  Plattsburg,  where 
he  began  his  school  life.  The  excellent  pre- 
paratory education  here  obtained  was  afterward 
supplemented  by  an  attendance  of  a  year  and  a 
half  at  Middlebury  College,  he  leaving  that 
institution  on  the  death  of  his  father.  IJeing 
well  adapted  for  the  legal  profession,  Mr. 
Dobie  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Beckwith,  Johnson  &  Weed,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1S62.  The  country  was  in  liie 
midst  of  the  war  of  the  Southern  rebellion 
when  he,  inspired  by  patriotic  zeal,  enlisted 
in  August,  1862,  in  Company  H,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighteenth  New  York  Volunteer  In- 
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fantry,  being  mustered  into  service  as  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  company.  He  was  at  the 
forefront  in  many  of  the  important  battles  of 
the  war.  In  June,  1S64,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Captain,  and  was  with  his  regi- 
ment in  most  of  its  marclies  and  engagements, 
being  present  at  the  Ixittles  of  Fort  Harrison 
and  Drewry's  Bluff  and  at  the  siege  of 
Petersburg.  He  served  until  after  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  for  gallant  and  meritorious 
ccinduct  was  br-evetted  Major. 

After  his  return  to  Plattsburg,  Major  Dobic 
resumed  the  practice  of  law,  continuing  until 
1867,  when,  on  account  of  other  duties,  he 
gave  it  up  for  a  while.  In  the  fall  of  1S66 
he  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  and  he  was 
three  times  honored  with  a  re-election,  serv- 
ing four  full  terms  of  three  years  each.  In 
1 88 1  Mr.  Dobie  was  elected  Surrogate  of 
Clinton  County,  a  position  which  he  ably  and 
acceptably  filled  for  twelve  years.  In  1894 
he  was  made  President  of  the  Vilas  National 
Bank,  of  which  he  had  been  a  Director  for  a 
number  of  years;  and  in  the  same  spring  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of 
Su|)ervisors.  In  his  long  and  varied  career  as 
a  public  man  Mr.  Dobie  has  ever  proved  him- 
self a  most  capable  and  efficient  official,  win- 
ning the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  is  associated. 

In  1866  Mr.  Dobie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Harriet  L.  Jillson,  who  was  born 
in  Whitehall,  N.Y.,  daughter  of  Nathan  T. 
and  Betsey  fBeckwith)  Jillson.  In  his  politi- 
cal affiliations  Mr.  Dobie  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can,  and    has  stood  steadfastly  by  his    party 


duiing  its  shadowed  hours  of  defeat  as  well  as 
in  its  sunshine  of  victory.  Socially,  he  is  a 
man  of  prominence,  being  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  of  the  Walter  H.  Benedict 
Post,  No.  366,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined 
when  a  young  man,  having  now  attained  the 
rank  of  Knight  Templar. 


M 


ANIEL  DODGE,  who  so  completely 
revolutionized  the  horseshoe  nail 
industry  by  his  labor-saving  inven- 
tion, whereby  the  nails  are  now  manufactured 
by  a  machine  adapted  to  that  purpose,  has 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  in 
Northern  New  York,  but  is  a  Vermonter  by 
birth,  his  native  place  being  the  town  of 
Monkton,  Addison  County.  He  is  a  son  of 
the  Rev.  John  A.  and  Anna  (Peak)  Dodge, 
and  was  born  on  February  23,   1820. 

The  first  progenitor  of  this  branch  of  the 
Dodge  family  in  America  came  from  England. 
He  was  a  hoc-maker  by  trade,  and  followed 
that  vocation  in  this  country.  A  communica- 
tion from  Mr.  Dodge  gives  the  following  in- 
teresting particulars:  "At  that  time  hoe- 
blades  were  made  by  plating  out  billets  of 
iron  by  hand  on  an  anvil  to  the  requisite  thin- 
ness, and  the  proximate  form  laterally,  and 
then  shearing  from  the  edges  of  the  blank 
thus  produced  whatever  surplus  of  metal  there 
might  be  extending  beyond  the  desired  outline 
of  the  finished  blade.  Among  the  trimmings 
thus  sheared  off  this  man  observed  on  one  oc- 
casion some  so  nearly  resembling   in   form  a 
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common  wrought  nail,  wanting  t)nly  tlio  head, 
as  to  suggest  the  idea  of  iieading  them  in  a 
vise  by  griping  them  near  the  wide  end  be- 
tween the  jaws,  and  then  upsetting  this  end 
I)y  a  stroke  with  a  hand  hammer. 

"He  made  the  experiment,  anil  found  the  re- 
sult so  satisfactory  that  he  was  encouraged  to 
prosecute  experiments  further  in  the  same  di- 
rection. So,  finding  a  quantity  of  hoo[)  iron 
at  hand,  he  first  made  a  more  convenient  tool 
fur  griping  the  blank  while  heading  it  (oper- 
ating this  tool  by  a  treadle),  cut  up  the  hoop 
iron  transversely  into  wedge-shaped  strips, 
and  proceeded  to  head  them  by  hand,  as  he  had 
treated  the  scraps  trimmed  from  hoe-blanks. 

"The  product  was  found  to  be  salable;  and 
this  process  continued  in  use  down  to  a  date 
as  late  as  1822,  to  the  personal  knowledge  of 
the  writer  hereof." 

Jordan  Dodge,  the  grandfather  of  Daniel, 
wa.s  an  itinerant  Baptist  minister,  who  preached 
on  Sundays  and  worked  at  nail-making  during 
the  week  for  the  support  of  his  family.  He 
came  originally  from  Connecticut,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  had  a  forge  in  the  town  of 
Granville,  Vt.  In  his  ministei'ial  work  he 
travelled  quite  extensively  through  that  State. 
He  married  Miss  Lucy  Adams,  who  bore  him 
nine  children,  as  follows:  Levi,  Peter,  Joel, 
John  A.,  Jordan,  Lydia,  Asenath,  Nancy, 
and  Dcidamia. 

John  A.  Dodge  learned  the  art  of  nail-mak- 
ing from  his  father;  anel  later  on  he,  too,  be- 
came a  Baptist  preacher.  For  two  years  he 
had  charge  of  a  church  in  Panton,  Addison 
County.       He    also    preached   in  other  places 


in  Vermont,  among  which  were  I""errisburg, 
Charlotte,  Addison,  and  New  Haven.  He 
married  Miss  Anna  Peak,  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Peak,  of  Starksboro,  Vt.  ;  and  they  had  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  lived  to  adult  life  — 
namely,  Deidamia,  Daniel,  Jordan,  and  Cyril. 
Daniel  Dodge  was  but  two  years  old  when 
his  parents  removed  from  his  birthplace  to 
P^errisburg,  Vt.,  the  town  adjoining,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age. 
His  early  common-school  education  was  sup- 
plemented by  attendance  at  Sherman  Acad- 
emy in  Moriah,  after  which  he  entered  Troy 
Conference  Academy  at  Poultney,  Vt.  In 
184s  he  entered  the  academy  in  Hamilton, 
N.Y.,  now  known  as  Colgate  Academy,  and, 
having  spent  two  years  in  that  institution,  he 
began  a  collegiate  course  in  Madison  Univer- 
sity, of  which  it  formed  a  part;  but,  his 
health  failing  under  the  strain  of  over-study, 
in  1848  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  his 
home.  P'or  a  long  time  too  ill  to  perform 
heavy  farm  work,  lie  embraced  the  opportunity 
to  exercise  his  inherited  mechanical  talent, 
and,  beginning  to  experiment  on  horseshoe 
nail  machinery,  after  a  great  deal  of  toil  he 
produced  a  sn)all  model  by  which  he  could 
manufacture  miniature  nails  from  bars  of  lead 
or  copper.  This  was  in  the  winter  of  1848 
and  the  following  spring.  There  was  then  no 
such  thing  in  the  market  as  machine-forged 
horseshoe  nails,  the  hand-made  article  being 
in  universal  use.  Having  worked  about  seven 
years  at  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  his  minority, 
and  sub.sequently  given  much  study  to  the 
general  principles  of  mechanics  and   mechani- 
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cal  movements,  he  became  convinced  that  it 
was  [xissible  to  construct  a  machine  to  per- 
form tliis  work  at  a  much  less  cost;  ant!  the 
model  just  mentioned,  which  was  made  wholly 
of  steel  and  iron  and  of  such  size  as  to  be  eas- 
ily worked  by  hand,  was  the  first  step. 

Uurini;  the  sirring  and  sLuiiincr  of    1849  li*^ 
constructed    a    full-sized    machine    after     this 
model;   but    it  was   not    wholly  successful,    as, 
while    it    produced    nails    with    rapidity,    they 
were  not  of  sufificient  uniformity  to  be  market- 
able, and  the  cost  of  repairs  was  great.      After 
many      experiments,      another      heavier     and 
stronger   machine  was   built,  on  which   he   ob- 
tained a  patent  June   22,    1S52;    but  this  also 
failed   to   meet  the   reciuirenients.      The    chief 
and    ai)parently    insurmountable    ilil'ficulty    in 
the   way  of  complete  success  was  the  force  of 
percussion    necessary    to    hammer   the    heated 
iron   to  a  point  the  size  of  a  horseshoe  nail,  a 
gentle   blow   or  pressure  absorbing  too   much 
heat,  and  impairing  the  quality  of  the  metal. 
A  blow  of  sufficient  force  to  avoid  this  would 
in  time   crystallize   the   machine   employed   so 
as  to  destroy  it.      Mis  experiments  led  to  the 
substitution    for    the     vertical     hammer    of    a 
roller    passing    near    the    face    of     the    anvil. 
This   avoitled   the   percussion;    anil,  though   it 
lefL    the    use   of    side    hammers    necessary,    it 
greatly  reduced  the  number  of  strokes  required 
to  form  a  nail,  and  that,  too,  without  absorb- 
ing    undue    heat.      The    work    was    prosecuted 
under  great  difficulties,  and    large  amounts   of 
money    were    invested    in    the    enteri^rise    for 
many  years  without   satisfactory  results;   but, 
despite  the  sneering  comments  of  many  wise- 


acres who  protested  that  such  a  thing  could 
not  be  accomplished,  he  pursued  his  work 
with  remarkable  perseverance.  And  sixteen 
and  a  half  years  from  the  time  he  began  his 
experiments  his  efforts  were  crowned  with 
signal  success. 

An  unskilletl  boy  of  sixteen  years  can  be 
taught  in  two  or  three  days  to  run  a  machine. 
Their  diu'ability  is  unsurpassed;  and  a  ma- 
chine can  be  run  at  least  three  hundred  days 
in  each  working  year,  and  will  produce  on 
an  average  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of 
medium-sized  nails  per  day  of  ten  hours,  the 
waste  of  material  being  no  greater  than  by 
hand.  The  nails  produced  are  of  superior 
toughness  and  strength  and  of  nearly  perfect 
uniformity  of  size.  For  ten  years  they  have 
steadily  gained  in  popularity,  until  last  year 
more  than  two  thousand  tons  were  required  to 
satisfy  the  demand  in  the  United  States;  and, 
since  the  issue  of  the  latest  patent,  over  four- 
teen thousand  tons,  or  one  thousand  tons  per 
annum,  have  been  used.  On  January  i,  1863, 
a  joint  stock  company  for  the  manufacture  and 
use  of  these  machines  was  formed,  unilcr  the 
title  of  the  Au  Sable  Horse  Nail  Company: 
and  since  its  organization  Mr.  Dodge  has  hekl 
the  positions  of  Trustee  and  Vice-1'residcnl. 
The  last  few  years  he  has  spent  five  or  six  sea- 
sons on  his  North  Dakota  farms,  one  of  which 
consists  of  about  eight  hundred  acres.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Ivecseville,  Au  Sable 
Chasm  &  I.ake  Champlain  Railroad  and  in  the 
Keeseville  National  Hank,  in  which  he  is  also 
a  director.  On  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1852 
Mr.  Dodge  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss 
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Eunice  F.  Reed,  daughter  of  Lyman  Reed,  a 
successful  farmer  of  Jericho,  V't.  Mrs.  Uodge 
lias  been  an  invalid  for  many  years. 

An  adherent  of  the  Free  Soil  party  prior 
to  the  war,  Mr.  Dodge  afterward  became  a  Re- 
publican, and  is  now  nominally  a  member  of 
that  party,  although  he  favors  the  Prohibi- 
tionists. He  is  an  atlvocate  oi  Ci\-il  .Service 
Reform.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast 
in  1S44  for  James  G.  Birney,  the  Abolition  or 
Liberty  party  candidate,  and  was  the  only  vote 
received  by  him  in  St.  Armand,  N.\'.,  where 
Mr.  Dodge  then  resided,  ami  was  serving  as 
Inspector  of  Schools.  He  subsequently  set- 
tled in  Keeseville,  N.Y.,  where  he  still 
makes  his  home.  Mr.  Dodge  was  the  first 
President  elected  here  after  the  incorporation 
of  the  village.  Like  his  ancestors,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Baptist  church,  first  joining 
that  society  at  Au  Sable  P'orks.  Since  1848 
he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Keeseville 
church,  of  which  he  has  served  as  Deacon  for 
a  number  of  years. 


'K1;DERICK  SPP-.NCIIR  IIALLI'/I'T, 
"is  M.I).,  a  rising  young  physician  of 
Elizabethtown,  was  born  at  Blue  Point,  Long 
Island,  N.V.,  April  3,  1871,  son  of  John  and 
Mary  Ilallett. 

Dr.  Hallett  commenced  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  after  a 
preparatory  course  in  a  jirivate  school  en- 
tered the  Long  Island  College  Hospital  in 
Brooklyn,  where  he  pursued  three  courses  of 
medical    lectures,    graduating    in     1893.      He 


was  one  of  tlie  fortunate  members  of  his  class, 
and  received  an  appointment  on  the  resident 
staff  of  the  Kings  County  Hospital,  where  he 
remained  for  one  year,  during  whicli  time  he 
gained  much  valuable  experience  in  the  treat- 
ment of  all  forms  of  acute  and  chrcuiic  dis- 
eases. After  receiving  his  hospital  diploma 
in  June,  1893,  he  took  charge  of  a  physician's 
practice  in  New  York  Cit)'  for  the  summer, 
and  in  October  located  in  lilizabethtown, 
where  he  has  since  practised  his  profession 
with  gratifying  results.  Although  a  young 
practitioner,  he  possesses  a  skill  in  and  ca- 
pacity for  his  profession  which  is  the  sure 
foundation  of  future  success;  and  his  large  and 
constantly  increasing  practice  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  esteem  and  confidence  in  which 
he  is  heUl  by  the  citizens  of  Elizabethtown. 
His  energy  and  enthusiasm,  coupled  with  care- 
ful and  intelligent  treatment,  have  done  much 
toward  creating  a  favorable  impression  among 
his  patients. 

Dr.  Hallett  is  a  member  of  the  Kings  and 
Essex  County  Medical  Societies.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Adirondack  Lodge,  of  A.  V. 
&  A.  M.,  and  has  recently  been  ap|)oinled 
examining  physician  at  Elizabethtown  tor  the 
New  York  Life,  the  United  States,  Ihirtford 
Mutual  Reserve,  anil  other  life  insurance  com- 

[janies. 

. ^^•^^ 

AMES  HICGINS,  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  I'',llenburg,  Clinton 
County,  N.Y.,  where  he  has  conducted 
a  general  store  for  the  past  nineteen  years,  is 
of    Irish    parentage.      He   was   born    in   Beek- 
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niantown  in  this  county,  April  21,  1S51,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  and  Ann  Jane  (Harper) 
Higgins,  tiie  former  of  whom  now  resides  in 
this  town. 

George  Higgins  was  born,  in  Ireland  on 
Christmas  Day,  1830.  In  1849  he  left  Liver- 
pool with  his  bride;  and  six  weeks  later  they 
arrived  at  Montreal,  having  had  a  rough  and 
stormy  passage.  Shortly  after  they  came  to 
Beekmantown,  N.Y.,  where  he  had  friends. 
He  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright 
before  coming  to  this  country,  and  soon  se- 
cured work  in  Plattsburg.  Their  home  was  in 
IJeekmantown  for  three  years,  after  which  they 
settled  in  Ellenburg;  and  he  is  still  living 
here,  his  wife,  Jane  Harper,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  Liverpool,  having  died  in  1885,  at 
si.Kty-five  years  of  age.  She  received  as  a 
dower  from  her  parents,  who  were  people  in 
good  circumstances,  sixty  pounds  sterling. 
Her  union  with  Mr.  George  Higgins  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  son  and  daughter, 
namely:  James;  and  Mary  Jane,  born  in  1854, 
who  died  in  1871. 

James  Higgins  was  sent  to  the  common 
schools  by  his  parents;  but,  at  fourteen  years 
of  ace,  his  eacferness  to  enter  business  life 
led  him  to  take  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  store 
of  J.  W.  Havens,  beginning  at  seventy-five 
dollars  per  year,  out  of  which  he  boarded  him- 
self. He  remained  in  this  place  for  six  years, 
then  took  charge  of  a  large  tannery  in  this 
town,  owned  by  \V.  &  E.  Sawyer,  in  which 
between  forty  and  fifty  men  were  employed. 
As  his  first  year's  salary  as  superintendent,  he 
received    the    sum    of    five    hundred    dollars. 


which  was  raised  the  following  year  to  seven 
hundred  dollars.  He  had  been  with  the  firm 
six  years,  when  the  property  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  June,  1877.  Not  long  after,  with  E. 
Sawyer  as  a  junior  partner,  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
James  Higgins  &  Co.  Within  less  than  two 
years  they  were  joined  by  William  Sawyer, 
and  conducted  the  business  under  the  same 
name  until  1S85.  At  that  time  Mr.  Higgins 
purchased  the  interests  of  his  partners,  and 
has  since  carried  on  the  business  alone.  He 
started  on  a  small  scale,  borrowing  five  hun- 
dred dollars  with  which  to  establish  himself, 
and  has  seen  his  business  steadily  increase 
till  he  now  has  a  yearly  trade  of  about  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  and  carries  ten  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  stock. 

Mr.  Higgins  was  married  on  October  22, 
1872,  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Beckweth,  of  Beek- 
mantown, a  daughter  of  B.  and  Clarissa 
(Lewis)  Beckweth.  Her  grandfather  Beck- 
weth came  from  Hartford,  Conn.,  with  his 
wife  and  five  children,  and  settled  in  Platts- 
burg, where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Higgins  was  a 
farmer  in  good  circumstances.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  her  mother  of  Ver- 
mont. They  reared  two  sons  and  a  daughter: 
Allen  G.  Beckweth,  residing  in  Plattsburg; 
William  H.  Beckweth,  a  salesman  at  Port 
Henry;  and  Helen  K.,  Mrs.  Higgins.  Mr. 
Beckweth  died  at  eighty-one  years  of  age,  his 
wife,  then  a  widow  for  the  second  time,  sur- 
viving him  about  two  years.  By  a  former 
husband,  Enos  Beckweth,  she  had  one  daugh- 
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ter,  Sarah  M.,  now  the  widow  of  S.  H. 
Dominy,  residing  in  Beekmantown.  Helen 
E.  Becivweth  finished  her  education  at  the 
higli  school  in  Plattsburg,  and  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  at  the  time  she  became  Mrs.  II ig- 
gins.  She  and  her  husband  have  had  three 
children,  one  of  whom,  named  George  Beck- 
weth,  died  when  thirty-one  months  old; 
Charles  L.,  born  September  21,  1S77,  is  pur- 
suing his  studies  at  Worcester  Acadeni)', 
Worcester,  Mass.  ;  and  Lottie  Louise,  born 
June  22,  1880,  is  attending  the  academy  at 
Port  Henry,  both  children  being  promising 
students. 

In  addition  to  his  store,  ]\Ir.  Higgins  owns 
two  farms  containing  three  hun(h-c(l  acres, 
and  his  residence,  a  stone  and  wood  building 
that  he  purchased  and  rebuilt  in  1872.  In 
politics  Mr.  Higgins  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
He  now  holds  the  position  of  Postmaster,  but 
aside  from  that  has  not  served  in  office.  As  a 
citizen,  friend,  and  neighbor,  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  rejj-ard. 


IRAM  HARTMAN  ICVICKI'.ST,  who 
began  liis  business  career  as  a  cleik 
in  the  store  of  William  II.  Llmore 
at  Pern,  Clinton  County,  N.V.,  where  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Jennett  IClmore  Iwerest,  now  re- 
sides, was  born  in  P'aston,  Washington 
County,  N.Y.,  on  August  27,  a8i2.  He  was 
of  lingli-sh  descent,  and  the  son  of  Calvin 
Everest,  who  at  one  time  lived  in  I^aston, 
N.Y.,  but  subsequently  removed  to  a  farm  in 
Peru. 


Having  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Peru,  Hiram  I'A'erest  secured  a 
position  as  clerk  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Mr. 
Elmore,  above  named,  a  cousin  of  his  future 
wife.  Several  years  later  he  went  to  Ro- 
chester, N.Y.,  to  engage  in  the  same  line  of 
business,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Hinsdill, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Hinsdill  &  P'verest. 
After  a  number  of  years  of  successful  activity 
the  firm  dissolved  partnt'rship,  antl  Mr.  I'lver- 
est  removed  to  Schuyler's  Falls,  where  his 
father  desired  his  assistance.  During  the 
remainder  of  his  active  life  he  there  carried 
on  an  extensive  business,  conducting  a  gen- 
eral store,  grist  and  saw  mill,  a  starch  fac- 
tory, and  a  farm.  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  March  8,  1858,  he  was 
forty-five  j'ears  old.  The  year  previous  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but  on  ac- 
count of  his  serious  illness  he  was  unable  to 
fulfil  the  (hities  of  that  office.  On  August 
16,  1836,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Jennett  P'lmore,  a  daughter  of  Asa  and  Maria 
(Hall)  Elmore.  I-31more  Hiram  P'verest,  the 
only  child  born  of  their  union,  died  at  eight 
years  of  age. 

Daniel  IClmore,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
ICverest,  lived  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  during 
a  part  of  his  life.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Norton,  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.;  and  they 
reared  a  family  of  eleven  children,  four  sons 
and  seven  daughters,  namely:  Lot;  John; 
Asa;  and  Daniel,  Jr;  Mar)',  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter, who  married  Josiah  Willard,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Westminster,  Vt. ;  Naomi,  who 
married  a   Mr.    Humphrey;    Mrs.    Maria   Pike; 
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Mrs.  Rhoda  Stone;  Mrs.  Sophia  Foster; 
Susan,  who  died  unmarried;   and  a  Mrs.  Lord. 

Asa  Elmore  for  many  years  i)revious  to  his 
death  carried  on  a  successful  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Peru.  His  union  with  Miss  Maria 
Hall,  a  native  of  Claremont,  Cheshire  County, 
N.H.,  took  place  on  February  lo,  1796. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children; 
namely,  Scleucia,  Washington,  Franklin, 
Lewis,  Maria,  and  Jennett.  Seleucia  received 
his  education  in  Montreal,  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  some  years,  then  retired,  and  died  in 
Peru.  Washington  Hall,  who  was  born  at 
Peru  on  July  29,  1801,  was  a  graduate  of 
Middlebury  College  at  Middlebury,  Vt.,  in 
the  class  of  1821.  He  then  studied  law,  and 
on  October  29,  1824,  was  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  on  January  i  of 
the  following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Clin- 
ton County  Bar.  He  erected  the  brick  buikl- 
ing  which  is  now  occupied  for  a  physician's 
office,  and  established  his  law  office  there; 
and  he  also  built  and  occupied  the  residence 
in  which  Mrs.  Franklin  Elmore  now  lives. 
Just  as  his  career  was  opening,  however,  in 
the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  he  was  taken 
sick,  and  tlieil  in  April,    1831. 

I'ranklin  Elmore,  who  was  born  on  Decem- 
ber 18,  1804,  was  successfully  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  in  Peru  up  to  the  time  of 
his  tleath  on  September  22,  1876.  (See 
sketch  on  another  page.)  Lewis,  born  Janu- 
ary 28,  1808,  died  in  Granby,  Hartford 
County,  Conn.,  on  November  30,  1884,  in  the 
seventy -seventh  year  of  his  age,  survived  by 
one    son.      Maria    Hall,    born    November    15, 


1809,  completed  her  education  at  Miss  Wil- 
lard's  celebrated  seminary  in  Troy,  N.Y.,  and 
on  December  10,  1832,  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage with  Chauncy  D.  Goodrich,  a  merchant 
of  Peru,  where  they  resided  during  their  lives, 
her  death  occurring  on  September  21,  1853,  in 
the  forty-fourth  year  of  her  age.  She  left  one 
daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of  Chauncy  Stod- 
dard, of  Plattsburg,  but  who  has  since  died. 

Jennett  Elmore  Everest,  the  youngest  child 
of  her  parents,  and  now  the  only  surviving 
member  of  her  family,  was  born  in  the  large 
house  directly  opposite  her  present  residence 
on  November  30,  1814.  In  adtlition  to  at- 
tending the  Middlebury  Seminary,  one  of  the 
most  noted  schools  of  that  day,  she  was  also  a 
pupil  at  Swift's  Female  Seminary  in  St.  Al- 
bans, Vt.,  where  she  took  what  was  practically 
a  classical  course.  A  few  weeks  before  her 
twenty-second  birthday  she  became  the  wife  of 
Hiram  Hartman  Everest,  as  noted  above. 
Though  now  in  her  eighty-second  year,  and 
bereft  of  many  of  her  kindred  and  friends, 
Mrs.  Everest  still  displays  tlie  vigorous  con- 
stitution characteristic  of  her  Scottish  ances- 
tors, and  with  a  cultivated  mind,  a  retentive 
memory,  and  a  cheerful  spirit,  grateful  and 
content  to  take  the  proffereil  good,  "the  best 
of  now  and  here,"  finds  much  to  enjoy  and 
much  to  do  for  others. 


iHARLES     BOND     WARNER,  M.D., 
a  successful  pln'sician  of   Port   Henry, 
Essc.\  County,  N.Y.,  son  of  the  late 
Dr.  Rollin  E.  Warner,  of  this  place,  was  born 
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here  on  February  14,  1S54.  Philip  Wnrncr, 
the  grandfather  of  Roll!  11  E.,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Connecticut,  but,  wlion  still  a  young- 
man,  removed  to  Cornwall,  Vt.,  and  engaged 
in  farming,  being  an  important  factor  of  the 
agricultural  community.  He  marrieil  and 
reared  five  children,  of  whom  Dan  was  tlie 
next    in   the   line  now   being  considered. 

Dan  Warner  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Cornwall,  Vt.,  where  he  worked  as  a  cooper 
for  many  years,  but  subsequently  retired  to 
his  father's  farm,  and  there  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  He  was  thive  times 
married,  his  last  wife  being  Eliza  Gates,  who 
bore  hini  three  children  —  RoUin,  Henry,  and 
.Susan.  Susan  became  the  wife  of  the  distin- 
guished Professor  Helton,  of  Boston,  a  man  of 
versatile  talents,  who  was  for  a  time  United 
States  Minister  to  one  of  the  countries  of 
South  America.  He  was  highly  educated, 
being  a  botanist  of  high  standing  in  the  scien- 
tific world,  a  notable  linguist,  and  master  of 
eight  or  ten  languages. 

Rolliii  E.  Warner  was  a  native  of  Cornwall. 
He  received  his  collegiate  education  at 
Middlebury,  Vt.,  and  then  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  Porter,  of  Cornwall.  .Subsequently 
entering  Castleton  Medical  College  at  Castle- 
ton,  Vt.,  now  the  well-known  University  of 
VermonJ:,  he  was  there  graduated  in  1850. 
He  began  his  active  career  as  a  teacher  at 
Port  Henry;  but  in  the  spring  of  1851  he 
bought  the  practice  of  Dr.  Prentice  Cheney, 
and  from  that  lime  until  his  death  in  1883 
he  was  a  noted  practitioner  of  this  place,  hav- 
ing an  extensive  and  lucrative  patronage.      He 


ever  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  material 
and  moral  advancement  of  the  communit)'. 
He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master for  several  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Presbyterian  churcli,  in  wliich 
for  some  time  he  led  the  choir.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Essex  Comity  Medical  Society, 
which  he  served  at  one  time  as  President.  He 
married  Eucina  A.,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Eucy 
Bond,  of  Cornwall,  Vt.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  four  children;  namely,  Carrie, 
Charles  ]5ond,  Eucy,  and  Mary.  Carrie  mar- 
ried R.  G.  Waite,  a  wholesale  merchant,  of 
New  York  City;  Eucy  is  the  wife  of  Judge 
McEaughlin,  of  Port  Henry;  antl  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  R.  P.  llolden,  also  a  well-known  resi- 
dent of  this  town. 

Charles  B.  Warner  acquired  the  ruiliments 
of  learning  in  the  schools  of  Port  Henry,  and 
jiursued  his  i^reparatory  stuilies  at  Burr  and 
Burton  Seminary,  Manchester,  Vt.,  and  at 
Kiml)all  L^iion  Academy,  Meriden,  N.IE,  the 
latter  being  one  of  the  oklest  schools  of  the 
kind  in  New  I^igland.  Having  finished  his 
academic  course,  he  entered  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1877.  He  then  studied  medicine  witii 
his  fatlier  for  a  year,  after  which  he  attended 
the  15ellevue  Medical  College,  receiving  his 
diploma  from  that  institution  in  1880.  Re- 
turning to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  the  young 
Doctor  entered  into  partnership  with  his 
father,  to  whose  practice  he  has  since  suc- 
ceeded. 

Dr.  Warner  is  prominently  connected  by 
membership   with    the    P^ssex   County    Medical 
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Society  and  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Association,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic Order  and  to  the  Chi  Psi  Fraternity. 
In  1890  the  Doctor  took  a  trip  to  Europe,  in 
order  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Inter- 
national Medical  Association  at  Berlin,  and 
at  its  close  travelled  extensively  on  the  Con- 
tinent, visiting  the  principal  cities  and  places 
of  interest. 

Dr.  Charles  I?.  Warner  and  Miss  Lillian  V. 
Severance,  of  Middlebury,  Vt.,  were  married 
in  January,  1881.  Tlirce  children  have  been 
born  to  them  —  Richard,  Ruth,  and  Rolliii. 


/^^TkXKRAL  STEPHEN  MOFl-lTT,  of 
\r£J_  Plattslnirg,  who  is  widely  and  favor- 
ably known,  having  distinguished  himself  by 
patriotic  bravery  and  gallant  deeds  in  the  late 
war  and  by  subsequent  efficiency  in  the  civil 
service  and  political  affairs,  was  born  in  Au 
Sable,  l-'ebruary  6,   1837. 

.Stephen  Moffitt,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
was  born,  lived,  and  died  in  County  Leitrim, 
Ireland.  His  wife,  who  before  marriage  was 
Mary  Ticrnan,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  the 
same  parish.  She  bore  him  seven  children, 
namely:  Mary,  Kate,  Philiji,  I<\dix,  Peter, 
Nancy,  and  I'atrick;  and  of  these  Philij), 
I-'elix,  and  Patrick  were  the  only  ones  that 
ever  left  their  native  country.  They  emi- 
grated to  America;  and  all  settled  in  this 
county,  becoming  useful  and  valued  cit- 
izens. 

I'atrick  Moffitt,  the  father  of  General  Moffitt, 
was  born    in  jaarish    Fanaugh,  Count\-  I.eitrim, 


Ireland,  in  1S09.  He  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  and  was  a  mere  child  when  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  father.  He  contin- 
ued to  li\-e  with  his  mother,  who  occupied  a 
leased  farm,  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  Then, 
learning  the  cooper's  trade,  he  followed  it  in 
the  place  of  his  nativity  until  early  in  1831, 
when  he  decided  to  emigrate  to  America. 
Itnibarking  at  Sligo  in  the  month  of  April, 
in  the  sailing-vessel  "Canada,"  of  White- 
haven, he  landed  at  Quebec  the  second  day  of 
June.  After  remaining  in  Canada  about  a 
year,  he  came  to  Clintonville,  N.Y.,  the  fol- 
lowing May,  and  there  worked  at  the  cooper's 
trade  for  twenty  years.  In  1852  he  removed 
to  Plattsburg,  having  bought  a  farm  two  ami 
one-half  miles  from  the  court-house;  and  foi- 
many  years  thereafter  he  was  actively  and 
prosperously  engaged  in  general  farming. 
The  golden  sunset  of  his  long  and  busy  life 
he  passed  in  pleasant  retirement  in  the  village 
of  Plattsburg,  where  he  died  only  a  few  weeks 
ago,  on  ['"ebruary  11,  1896.  In  1S35  he  mar- 
ried Kate  Mulvey,  their  nuptials  being  cele- 
brated in  Keeseville.  She  was  a  native  of 
County  Sligo,  Ireland,  daughter  of  James  Mul- 
vey, who  spent  his  entire  years  in  Ireland. 
Siie  came  to  New  York  .State  with  her  brother 
Patrick  Mulvey,  and  settletl  in  Clinton  County, 
being  afterward  joined  by  another  brother  and 
sister,  James  and  Mary  Mulvey.  Mrs.  Kate 
M.  Moffitt  died  in  1875,  leaving  nine  children 
—  James,  .Stephen,  Mary,  Kate,  John  H., 
Nancy,  Patrick  H.,  Eliza,  and  Margaret. 
John  II.  Moffitt,  a  resident  of  Syracuse,  has 
twice    represented    his    district    in    Congress, 
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having-  been  first  elected  in  iS86,  and  re- 
elected in   iSS8. 

Stephen  Moffitt  received  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Au  Sable 
and  I'lattsburg,  and  until  sixteen  years  of  age 
made  himself  generally  useful  on  the  home 
farm.  Life  on  the  water  having  attractions  for 
him,  he  then  began  boating  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  on  the  steamer  "  Francis  Saltus,"  com- 
manded by  Captain  Lot  Chamberlain,  and  rose 
to  the  position  of  steward.  He  continued 
thus  engaged  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion, when  the  patriotic  blood  coursing 
through  every  vein  was  roused  to  activity,  and 
he  was  the  first  man  to  enlist  in  the  Ninety- 
sixth  Regiment.  He  joined  as  a  private,  and 
upon  the  organization  of  Company  B  was 
elected  First  Lieutenant.  In  this  capacity  he 
went  South  with  his  regiment,  and  on  the 
death  of  Captain  Parsons,  in  June,  1862,  was 
made  his  successor.  In  April,  iS63,.he  was 
commissioned  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  in  February,  1865,  was  honored  by 
being  brevctted  Brigadier-general. 

As  a  member  of  General  Wesscll's  staff,  he 
was  Provost  Marshal  of  the  sul)district  of  the 
Albemarle,  North  Carolina,  and  was  also  Pro- 
vost Marshal  on  the  staff  of  General  Gibbon 
of  the  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps  during  its 
organization.  On  the  24th  of  April,  1864, 
the  General,  then  Colonel  Moffitt,  was  made 
a  prisoner  of  war.  He  was  confined  in  prisf)n 
at  Plymouth,  N.C.,  for  four  mf)nths,  and  was 
one  of  the  fifty  officers  of  highest  rank  that 
were  placed  by  the  rebels  in  front  of  their 
works  during  the  bombardment  of  the  city  of 


Charleston,  S.C.  At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks, 
October  27,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left 
leg,  necessitating  its  amputation  above  the 
knee.  He,  however,  remained  in  the  service 
until  February  6,  1866,  when  he  returned  to 
Plattsburg.  Soon  after  coming  home.  Gen- 
eral Moffitt  was  appointed  Deputy  Collector 
of  Internal  Revenue  for  the  whfde  of  Clinton 
and  a  portion  of  Fssex  County.  In  the  fall 
of  1867  he  was  elected  County  Clerk,  and, 
having  filled  the  position  ably  and  satisfac- 
torily, was  re-elected  to  the  office  in  1870. 
Three  years  later,  having  been  ajipointed 
Warden  of  the  Clinton  Prison,  (ieneral  Moffitt 
resigned  his  clerkshi|i,  and  continued  as 
Warden  until  after  the  change  of  administra- 
tion. In  June,  1876,  he  was  appointed  Col- 
lector of  Customs  for  the  district  of  Cham- 
plain,  and,  being  reapjiointetl  in  1880,  contin- 
ued in  office  until  removed  by  President 
Cleveland. 

In  1888  the  General  was  elected  to  the  State 
Assembly,  and  served  in  the  session  of  1889. 
In  this  capacity,  as  in  all  others,  he  served 
his  constituents  abl)-  and  faithfull)-,  among 
other  things  worthy  "f  remembrance,  intro- 
ducing and  succeeding  in  his  efforts  to  have 
passed  the  bill  which  gave  to  Plattsburg  a 
State  Normal  School.  In  1889  General 
Moffitt  was  again  appointed  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms for  the  district  of  Champlain,  serving 
until  after  the  inauguration  of  Cleveland, 
since  whicli  time  lie  has  lived  practically  re- 
tired, s|)eniling  the  warmer  months  in  Platts- 
burg and  the  winter  seasons  in  the  more 
genial  climate  of  either  California  or  Florida. 
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Socially,  General  Moffitt  is  prominent  in 
several  societies,  beinj;  a  member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  of  Walter  II.  Benedict  Post,  No.  366, 
Grand  Arm\-  of  the  Ivcpublic,  of  Plattsburg, 
and  of  the  Societ\-  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. In  politics  he  has  always  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party,  being  one  of  its 
strongest  and  stanchest  supporters,  ably  serv- 
ing it  in  various  capacities.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Republican  State  Com- 
mittee, a  delegate  to  numerous  State  conven- 
tions and  district  assemblies,  and  was  delegate 
at  large  to  the  Philadelphia  Convention  in 
1S72. 

The  portrait  of  General  Moffitt.  presented 
on  an  adjoining  page,  will  be  of  interest  to 
many   readers   of   the    "  Ric\-if,w.'" 


/^, 


ILLIAM      W.      SELLINGHAM,     a 

prosperous  farmer  of  I-llizabeth- 
town  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was  born 
in  W'hiting,  Addison  County,  Vt.,  October  30, 
iSiy,  son  of  Henry  and  Calla  D.  (Pond)  Sel- 
lingham.  The  Sellingham  family  is  of  Dutch 
origin,  Mr.  Sellingham's  great-grandfather, 
Jacob  .Sellinghani,  who  was  a  native  of  Am- 
sterdam, Holland,  having  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica just  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  entered  the  Continental  army,  and  served 
under  General  Washington,  after  the  termi- 
nation of  the  struggle  settling  in  Thornton, 
Grafton  County,  N.IL,  where  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  [nirsuits.  His  son  Jacob,  Mr. 
-Sellingham's  grandfather,  who  fought  beside 
his  father   in   the   struggle   for    independence. 


and  afterward  became  an   extensive  hop-raiser 
in  Thornton,  was  the  father  of  ten  children. 

Henry  Sellingham,  father  of  William  W., 
was  born  in  Thornton,  and,  having  a  taste  foi- 
mechanical  pursuits,  learned  the  trades  of 
cooper  and  cabinet-maker.  When  a  young 
man  lie  settled  in  Whiting,  \'t.,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  prosperous  business  for  many  years, 
residing  there  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  IHs 
wife,  Calla  D.  Pond,  was  the  daughter  of 
Paul  Pond,  a  pensioner  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston. 
She  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom  were  l.iorn  in  Whiting,  and  were  named 
respectively:  William  W.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  Henry  P.,  Lewis,  Jacob  IL,  Han- 
nah, and  Isaac. 

William  W.  Sellingham  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  knowledge  in  the  tlistrict  schools  of 
Whiting,  and,  after  com]ileting  his  studies, 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner. 
He  was  employed  by  his  father  until  becom- 
ing of  age;  and,  after  working  as  a  millwright 
for  some  time,  he  engaged  in  lundjcring  for 
Benajah  Pond,  of  North  Hudson,  and  others 
for  six  years,  l-'or  the  ne.xt  two  years  he  fid- 
lowed  farming  in  Westport,  and  then  resumed 
his  trade,  which  he  practised  until  1.^56, 
when  he  went  to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Linn 
County,  near  Cedar  Rapids.  In  August, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twentieth 
Iowa  X'olunteer  Infanti)',  which  was  attached 
to  the  frontier  division  of  the  army;  and, 
while  on  the  march  to  Prairie  Grove,  he  was 
taken  ill  with  sciatica  and  asthma,  and  sent  to 
the  hospital  in  Springfield,  Mo.,  foi'  tieatment. 
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Six  weeks  later  he  was  transferred  to  the 
hospital  in  St.  Louis,  but,  failing  to  recover, 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disability.  In 
1865  he  was  elected  Deputy  Sheriff  of  l,inn 
County,  Iowa,  a  position  the  duties  of  which 
he  satisfactorily  performed  for  nearly  six 
years,  and  then  removed  to  Hardin  County, 
in  the  same  State,  where,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  son,  he  conducted  a  farm  until  1S84. 
In  that  year  he  came  East  to  Crown  I'oint, 
N.Y.,  and  in  March,  1885,  settled  in  I^iza- 
bethtown,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  at 
Pine  Grove  Cottage.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  twenty-two  acres  of  fertile 
land,  and  also  provides  accommodation  for 
summer  boarders,  who  are  attracted  to  the 
place  during  the  heated  term  by  its  great  nat- 
ural beauty.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
casting  his  first  vote  for  Martin  Van  Buren  in 
1840.  While  in  Iowa  he  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Edward  C.  IJuckner  Post,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  of  Eldora,  Hardin  County, 
in  that  State. 

On  January  21,  1845,  Mr.  Sellingham  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Jane  Storrs,  of  West- 
port,  his  first  wife.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  Storrs,  and  a  relative  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Storrs,  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  15y  this  union 
there  were  five  children,  (jf  whom  one  daugh- 
ter, Lewella  Jane,  is  the  only  suivivor.  She 
is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  K.  Smith,  a  mason 
and  farmer  of  Linn  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Sel- 
lingham's  first  wife  died  April  3,  1883;  and 
in  1885  he  wedded  for  his  second  wife  Lucy  J. 
Slaughter,  daughter  of  Abner  Slaughter,  of 
Wcstport. 


Mr.  Sellingham  possesses  an  active  and 
stirring  nature.  He  has  never  fully  recovered 
from  the  complication  of  diseases  which  he 
contracted  in  the  army,  from  the  effects  of 
which  he  has  lost  the  use  of  one  ear,  and  also 
suffers  much  from  chronic  insonmia;  but  he 
prefers  work  to  idleness,  and  presents  the  type 
of  an  energetic  and  useful  citizen. 


OSEPII  HENRY  SMITH,  M.D.,  a 
genial,  whole-souled  man,  and  one  of 
Plattsburg's  most  resiiected  arid  note- 
worthy physicians,  is  a  native  of  the  I'rovince 
of  Lower  Canada,  having  been  born  at  Nor- 
ton's Creek,  near  Three  Rivers,  November  4, 
1821. 

His  father,  William  .Smith,  was  born, 
reared,  and  married  in  County  Wicklow,  Ire- 
land, where  he  was  a  large  landed  proprietor. 
In  September,  1821,  being  then  in  middle 
life,  he  emigrateil  to  Canada,  settling  at  Nor- 
ton's Creek,  where  in  the  month  of  January 
following  lie  died  from  loss  of  blootl  causetl 
by  cutting  his  foot.  His  wife,  whose  maiilen 
name  was  Henrietta  .Sargent,  was  born  in 
1785  at  Bray,  near  Dublin.  Tiiey  were  mar- 
rieil  in  1808,  and  had  several  children,  Josepli 
Henry,  as  above  indicated,  being  the  young- 
est. After  tlie  death  of  her  husband  the 
motlier  removed  with  her  family  to  Russell- 
town,  where  she  kej)t  house  four  years  for 
Keyes  &  Hotchkiss,  traders,  who  carried  on  a 
general  store.  Removing  to  Chateaugay  in 
1828,  to  keep  house  for  her  eldest  son,  .she 
died  in  that  place  in  March,   1829. 
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Very  soon  after  his  mother's  tleath  Joseph 
Henry,  then  a  sturdy  lad  of  eight  years,  left 
his  brother's  home,  and  went  to  live  with  a 
physician  in  Malonc,  where  he  attended  the 
common  schools,  and  later  the  village  acad- 
emy. He  was  engaged  in  teaching  some  six 
years.  The  two  succeeding  winters  he  at- 
tendeil  lectin-es  at  the  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, receiving  his  degree  in  the  class  of  1846. 
Dr.  .Smith  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Brasher  Falls,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.Y.,  going  from  there  to  Rockton,  111., 
where  he  remained  one  year.  Returning  to 
New  York,  he  received  the  apjjointment  from 
the  State  of  physician  to  the  Clinton  Prison 
at  Dannemora,  a  position  which  he  filled  for 
seven  years.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  came 
to  I'iattsburg,  and  for  five  years  was  actively 
engaged  as  a  practitioner  in  this  city,  but  in 
1875  was  again  called  upon  by  the  State,  this 
time  being  given  charge  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  being  reap- 
pointed to  the  same  position  in  1879,  ^^icl  sub- 
setiuently  transferred  to  the  Clinton  Prison, 
where  he  served  faithfully  for  nine  years. 
Then,  resigning  his  office,  he  returned  to  this 
city,  where  he  has  since  lived,  retired  from 
active  practice. 

On  November  11,  1847,  Di.  Smith  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  A.  Backus,  a 
native  of  I-'ranklin  County,  daughter  of  John 
and  Olive  C.  Backus,  their  earthly  union 
being  terminated  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  .Smith, 
June  14,  1889.  Four  children  were  born  of 
this  marriage  —  William  Frnest,  Frank  Eu- 
gene, Helen  I.,  and  Grace  G. 


The  Doctor  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  which  he 
has  made  his  home,  having  served  as  superin- 
tendent of  schools  at  Brasher  Falls;  as  School 
Commissioner  in  the  Third  District,  St.  Law- 
rence County;  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
Dannemora.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Clinton 
County  Medical  Society,  having  filled  the 
ofifices  of  Secretary,  Vice-President,  and  Pres- 
ident; and  he  has  likewise  been  President  of 
the  Northern  New  York  Medical  Association. 
He  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  belong- 
ing to  the  Racket  River  Lodge  of  Potsdam; 
to  the  Plattsburg  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
No.  39;  and  to  the  De  Soto  Commandery, 
Knights  Temjjlars,  No.  49. 

The  Hon.  William  Ernest  Smith,  the  eldest 
son  of  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Smith,  was  born  June  8, 
1852,  at  Rockton,  Winnebago  County,  111., 
and  when  but  a  child  came  with  his  [larents  to 
this  State.  He  received  his  early  education 
at  the  Plattsburg  and  Malone  academies,  after- 
ward entering  Lafayette  College  at  Easton, 
Pa.,  in  1869,  and  being  graduated  from  that 
institution  with  high  honors  in  1872,  as  a 
mining  engineer.  He  was  immediately  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  surveying  a  route  for  a 
projected  railway  from  Plattsburg  to  Malone; 
and  in  1873  he  was  employed  by  the  Cha- 
teaugay  Ore  and  Iron  Company  to  surve)-  their 
lands  at  Lyon  Mountain,  their  proi)erty  con- 
sisting of  an  unbroken  wilderness,  antl  the 
task  requiring  a  man  of  large  capabilities. 
He  overcame  all  the  difTiculties  in  his  way, 
carrying  the  work  through  to  a  successful 
termination,  in  a  manner  which  was  character- 
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istic  of  his  future  career,  locating  witli  exact- 
ness tlie  course  of  the  great  Ciiateaugay  ore 
bed  in  the  dense  forest. 

Upon  the  completion  of  this  labor  he  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  the  Hon.  I'eter  S. 
Palmer  and  the  Hon.  Smith  M.  Weed,  where 
he  began  the  study  of  law,  and,  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1S75,  soon  became  a  partner  of 
Palmer  &  Weed,  the  firm  name  being  Palmer, 
Weed  &  Smith,  which  was  subsequently 
changed  to  Palmer,  Weed,  Kellogg  &  -Smith. 
He  remained  a  partner  in  the  firm  until  his 
decease,  standing  in  the  forefront  among  tlic 
prominent  attorneys  of  this  part  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Smith  also  early  developed  rare  qualities 
as  a  political  leader.  His  judgment  in  local 
politics  became  controlling,  and  tlie  organiza- 
tion of  the  Clinton  County  Democratic  party 
was  committed  by  Mr.  Weed  to  his  direction. 
In  1877  he  was  elected,  without  opposition, 
President  of  Plattsburg,  an  office  to  which  he 
was  afterward  unanimously  re-elected  for  two 
consecutive  years,  and  which  he  filled  with 
credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  public. 

In  187S  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  u  mend)er 
of  the  Democratic  State  Committee,  serving 
four  years  in  that  capacity,  and  was  likewise 
Treasurer  of  that  body  from  1879  until  18S2. 
The  following  year  the  nomination  for  mem- 
ber of  the  Assembly  from  Clinton  County  was 
forced  upon  him,  being  the  result  of  the 
mingled  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  members  of  both  parties.  He 
was  elected  to  this  high  position  by  a  large 
majority,  and  in  the  Assembly  was  at  once 
recognized  as  a  leader  of   his  party,  whose    in- 


terests he  advanced,  while  discharging  his  du- 
ties with  efficiency  and  honor.  Among  tlie 
eminent  public  men  whose  esteem  and  friend- 
ship he  enjoyed  may  be  named  the  late  Sam- 
uel J.  Tilden  and  Daniel  Manning,  late  .Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  whose  death  preceded 
his  own  by  but  a  few  months.  In  1884  Mr. 
Smith  attended  the  National  Democratic  Con- 
vention at  Chicago,  where  he  made  himself 
prominent  in  securing  the  nomination  of 
Grover  Cleveland  for  President.  In  the  kill 
of  that  same  year  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  Democratic  State  Convention  at 
Saratoga,  and  showed  remarkable  skill  antl  atl- 
dress  in  the  management  of  a  very  stormy 
convention.  Later  he  was  made  Chairman  ol 
the  State  Executive  Committee,  and  in  tliis 
especially  trying  position  he  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  carry- 
ing this  State  for  Cleveland. 

The  labors  resulting  from  the  close  vote  of 
the  Lmpire  State,  after  the  election,  fell 
mainly  upon  the  shoulders  of  Mr;  -Smitli;  and 
the  wonderful  ability  which  he  then  displayed 
is  a  matter  of  iiublic  record.  Returning  to 
Plattsburg,  he  continued  his  law  practice;  but, 
being  importuned  by  President  Cleveland  and 
Secretary  Manning,  he  was  induced  to  accept 
the  position  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  about  the  first  of  January,  1886, 
went  to  Washington  to  assume  its  duties. 
Here  he  worked  with  unremitting  diligence, 
often  into  the  small  hours  of  the  morning, 
with  his  stenographer  and  private  secretary. 
It  is  i)elieved  that  his  immense  labors  at  tiial 
time,  antl  the   excitement   attendant    u|)on    the 
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[(revious     election,    resulted     in     the     disease 
which  caused  his  death. 

After  serving  in  the  Treasury  department 
seven  months,  Mr.  Smith  resigned  his  posi- 
tion  to  accept  that  of  solicitor  for  the  St. 
I'aul,  I\Iinnea[)olis  &  Manitoba  Railway  Com- 
pany, at  a  salary  of  ten  thousand  dollars  a 
year.  He  filled  that  office,  as  he  hatl  all  others, 
with  pronounced  capability  until  January  i, 
1888,  when,  becoming  too  ill  to  attend  to  his 
duties,  he  left  it,  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
railway  officials,  ami  returned  to  his  home  in 
Plattsburg,  where  he  passed  painlessly  away 
March  30,  18S8,  his  death  being  caused  by 
Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys.  Messages  of 
condolence  immediately  jioured  in  upon  the 
bereaved  family  from  different  parts  of  the 
country,  among  others  of  note  being  telegrams 
from  Daniel  S.  Lamont,  Adlai  E.  Stevenson, 
James  J.  Hill,  and  David  B.  Hill.  The  De 
Soto  Commandery,  Knights  Templars,  No.  49, 
of  Plattsburg,  of  which  Mr.  Smith  was  Past 
Eminent  Commander,  and  the  Clinton  County 
Bar  Association,  at  once  met  in  their  respec- 
tive lialls,  and  passed  resolutions  of  sorrow 
and  sympathy.  All  papers,  irrespective  of 
[uirty,  united  in  high  praise  of  this  remarkable 
young  man,  whose  brilliant  career  was  so  sud- 
denly ended,  his  mortal  frame  worn  out  by  the 
incessant  activity  which  had  made  his  brief 
term  of  life  rich  in  honorable  achievement. 


i^ir, 


ICORGE  A.  SCHNEIDER,  late  a 
\mJ_  well-known  resident  of  Schroon, 
Essex  County,  N.Y.,  who  died  at  his  home   in 


that  town.  May  10,  1S91,  was  born  in  Baden- 
Baden,  Germany,  on  January  7,   1824. 

Mr.  Schneider's  parents  were  industrious 
and  prosperous  people,  who  in  1849  found 
their  way  to  the  United  States  in  the  great 
tide  of  emigration  that  had  set  in  the  previous 
year,  hoping  to  find  in  this  country  the  civil 
or  political  liberty  that  was  denied  them  in 
the  Fatherland.  They  first  settled  in  New 
York  State,  and  later  in  Racine,  Wis.,  where 
both  parents  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

George  A.  Schneider  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Germany,  and  then  served 
several  years  in  the  German  army.  Shortly 
after  coming  to  this  country,  he  embarked  in 
the  tanning  business  in  Pottersville,  Warren 
County,  N.Y.  For  four  years  he  was  the  fore- 
man of  a  large  sole  leather  tannery  at  Stony 
Creek,  and  after  serving  one  year  in  a  similar 
capacity  at  Conklingville,  N.Y.,  moved  with 
his  family  to  Minnesota,  where  for  a  time  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Return- 
ing in  1859  to  New  York  State,  he  resumed 
his  former  occupation,  ami  for  one  year  was 
foreman  of  the  Schroon  Lake  tannery.  In 
i860  he  accepted  the  position  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  Warrensburg  tannery,  which  he 
held  until  May  I,  1879.  After  residing  for  a 
time  at  Millbrof)k,  he  settled  in  1885  upon 
a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres  on  the  shores  of 
Schroon  Lake,  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his 
life  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Schneider  was  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  who  possessed  the  fac- 
ulty   of    making   a    useful    application    of    his 
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knowledge;  and,  being  an  expert  in  liis  call- 
ing, he  followed  it  with  successful  results. 
y\s  a  citizen  he  was  highly  esteemed  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  In  politics  he 
supported  the  Republican  party. 

He  was  married  on  April  21,  1S51,  to  Mary 
M.  Hoefner,  youngest  daughter  of  George  and 
C()rnelia  Hoefner,  who  came  to  this  country 
from  Germany  in  1837,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Minerva.  George  Hoefner  was  promi- 
nent and  influential  in  his  native  village  in 
Bavaria.  He  was  literary  in  his  tastes,  and 
was  a  writer  of  some  note.  He  died  in 
Minerva  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine,  loved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Schneider  became  the  parents  of  se\'en 
children,  as  follows:  Mary  L.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Myron  15ennett,  and  has  two  children; 
George  H.,  a  business  man  of  New  York  City, 
who  resides  in  Orange,  N.J.,  and  has  one  son; 
Josephine,  who  married  James  A.  Hayes,  a 
banker  of  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren;  Frank  J.,  who  is  in  the  tanning  business 
in  Maine,  and  has  two  children;  Anthony, 
who  is  also  a  tanner  at  Stokesdale,  I'a.,  and 
has  three  children ;  Theresa,  who  resides  at 
home;  and  Frederick  William,  a  carpenter 
and  builder,  who  also  resides  at  home. 

Mrs.  Schneider  still  lives  on  the  farm, 
which  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  slope  of  a 
hill,  commanding  an  extensive  view  of  Schroon 
Lake.  A  most  estimable  lady,  remarkably 
well  preserved,  she  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
good  will  of  all.  Her  daughter  Theresa 
])osscsscs  musical  talent  of  a  high  order,  which 
she  has  finely  cultivated,  being  now  proficient 


in  hcitli  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and 
having  taught  mu.sic  with  success  for  some 
time.  Well  endowed,  intellectually  and  phys- 
ically, full  of  life  and  animation,  when  not 
otherwise  engagetl  slv:  avails  herself  of  the 
excellent  opportunities  afforded  iiy  the  neigh- 
borhood for  walking,  ilriving,  and  c)cling. 


^^*  ^» 
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ATUS  ENSIGN  CLARK,  a  worthy 
(P)  I  representative  of  the  family  Ix'aring 
this  name,  occupies  an  honored  [)o- 
sition  among  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
Clinton  County,  being  the  owner  of  a  well-im- 
proved farm  in  I'eru,  the  [ilace  of  his  birth, 
which  occurred  July  29,  1823.  He  is  a  grand- 
son of  Edmund  Clark,  who  was  born  at  Wal- 
lingford,  Vt.,  and  reared  a  farmer. 

Grandfather  Clark  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Peru,  coming  here  in  1804,  when 
the  now  flourishing  town  was  little  more  than 
a  wilderness,  through  which  the  ])aths  were 
marked  by  means  of  blazed  trees.  He  bought 
and  cleared  a  tract  of  land,  and,  as  time  pro- 
gressed, added  to  liis  territory,  until  he  held 
a  clear  title  to  eight  hundred  acres.  This  he 
divided  ecpially  among  his  eight  children  — 
namely,  Solomon,  lulmund,  Jr.,  I'amelia, 
Philinda,  Zilla,  Sally,  Polly,  and  Joel  —  giv- 
ing each  one  hundred  acres  on  the  twenty-first 
anniversary  of  his  or  her  birth.  He  attained 
a  good  old  age,  living  until  182S.  His  wife 
was  Lois  Jackson,  of  Williston,  Vt. 

Joel  Clark,  son  of  Edmund  and  Lois  (Jack- 
son) Clark,  was  born  at  Wallingford,  Vt.,  in 
1788,   and   was  a  youth   of    sixteen   when    he 
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cunic  with  liis  parents  to  Peru.  He  assisted 
his  fatiier  in  clearing  aiiii  ini[)r(.)ving  a  iionie- 
stead ;  and  to  the  one  iumdred  acres  whicli 
came  to  him  l)y  inheritance  he  added  other 
land  by  purchase,  becoming  a  well-to-elo 
farmer.  Mver  miiidful  of  the  interests  of  his 
country,  he  served  in  tlie  War  of  I1S12  as  a 
private,  and  was  jjresent  at  tlie  battle  of 
I'lattsburg.  A  man  of  sterling  integrity  anil 
of  deeii  religious  convictions,  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  ICpiscopal  church, 
serving  as  class  leader  and  Trustee  for  many 
years  [jrior  to  his  death  in  1852.  Of  his 
union  with  Betsey  Half,  daughter  of  John 
Half,  oi  this  town,  eight  children  were  born, 
live  of  whom  grew  to  matuiity,  as  follows: 
Henry,  Miranda,  Serena,  Datus  iMisign,  and 
Mary.  Henry  settled  on  a  farm  near  his 
father's,  managing  it  successfully  luitil  his 
decease  in  March,  1893.  Miranda,  who  mar- 
ried George  P.  Beadleston,  a  farmer  of  I'eru, 
died  in  1870.  Serena  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Arnold,  of  Peru,  and  died  in  1888. 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  George  M.  Derby,  of 
I'eru. 

IJatus  K.  Clark  acquired  a  substantial  dis- 
trict school  education  in  his  native  town,  and 
continued  thereafter  to  help  his  father  on  the 
old  home  farm  until  attaining  his  majority. 
Receiving  out:  hundred  acres  of  land  from  his 
father,  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account; 
and,  being  well  versed  in  the  art  of  agriculture, 
he  made  a  grand  success  in  his  work,  and 
from  time  to  time,  as  his  means  would  allow, 
having  purchased  more  land,  now  has  a  farm 
of  three  hundred  and  forty  acres,   about   two 


huntlred  and  forty  of  which  arc  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  practically  retired  from  the  ac- 
tive pursuits  of  life,  and  is  spending  his  twi- 
light years  in  the  deserved  enjoyment  of  the 
fruits  of  his  former  days  of  hard  and  incessant 
toil. 

Mr.  Clark  has  always  been  active  in  the 
management  of  town  affairs,  and  has  done 
much  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community 
in  which  he  has  spent  his  entire  life,  holding 
many  offices  of  responsibility.  For  nine  years 
he  was  Assessor,  for  six  years  Commissioner  of 
I-Hghways,  and  during  eight  years  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  politics  he  was  for- 
merly a  Wliig,  and  has  been  a  Republican 
since  the  formation  of  the  party. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Clark  with  Nancy  E., 
daughter  of  John  S.  Thew,  of  Peru,  which 
took  place  on  January  17,  1849,  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  namely:  Schuyler 
H.;  Seymour;  John;  Doctor  A.,  who  was 
named  for  the  celebrated  Methodist  divine. 
Dr.  Adam  Clarke;  Datus;  and  five  wdio  died 
in  infancy — Joel,  Freddy,  and  Stephen,  and 
two  unnamed. 

.Schu}!er  H.  Clark,  who  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Nich(das  Pigelow  of  tliis  town,  is 
engaged  in  farming.  He  has  three  sons: 
Fred  P.,  eighteen  years  of  age;  Floyd,  four- 
teen; and  Ross,  five  years. 

Seymour  Clark  likewise  devoted  himself 
to  farming  until  about  three  years  ago,  when, 
in  com[)any  with  his  Ijrother  Datus,  he  en- 
gaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Under  the  firm 
name  of  Clark  J5rothers  they  are  still  in  busi- 
ness, and  he  also  oversees  his  farm.      He   is 
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married,  and  has  three  chiklren:  Hattie 
Clark,  nineteen  years  of  age;  Ethel,  sixteen; 
and  Willis  Pope  Clark,  four  years  old. 

John  Clark  married  Jennie  Turner,  of 
Sehuyler's  Falls,  anil  is  proprietor  of  the 
Meadow  Brook  farm,  well  known  by  city  peo- 
ple as  a  delightful  summer  resort.  Doctor  A. 
died  in  1S76,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years. 
Datus  married  Bertha  Mott,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren: Russell,  five  years  old;  Bessie,  aged 
three.  Mrs.  Bertha  M.  Clark  is  a  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  C.  J.  Mott,  formerly  pastor  of  the 
Methodist  church  in  Peru.  Of  this  church 
Mr.  Datus  E.  Clark  and  all  of  his  family,  in- 
cluding his  sons  and  their  wives,  are  mem- 
bers; and  he  is  a  Trustee. 


ON.  EVERETT  CLARK  BAKER, 
^^1  one  of  the  best-known  ami  most  ex- 
tensive lumber  dealers  in  Northern 
New  York,  is  a  valued  resident  of  Plattsburg, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  since  i860.  He 
is  a  native  of  Granville,  Washington,  N.Y., 
anil  is  a  son  of  the  late  Gardiner  Mason 
Baker,  who  was  born  July  8,  1804,  at  Fort 
Ann  in  this  State,  on  the  homestead  farm  of 
his  father,  Reuben  Baker. 

Gardiner  M.  Baker  was  one  of  a  family  of 
sixteen  children,  eight  sons  and  eight  daugh- 
ters. He  made  the  best  of  his  opportunities 
for  obtaining  an  education,  and  during  his 
early  manhood  was  engaged  in  teaching.  He 
subsequently  established  a  mercantile  business 
at  Argylc,  Washington  County,  N.Y.,  and 
afterward  bought  a  farm  in  the  town   of   Gran- 


ville, where  he  carried  on  mixcil  husbandry 
for  a  number  of  years.  Selling  that  property, 
he  bought  a  farm  in  Oueensbury,  Warren 
County,  but  after  a  few  years  sold  it  and  I'e- 
moved  to  Sandy  Hill,  where  he  lived  retired 
until  his  death  in  1887,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  His  wife,  formerly 
Emeline  Holbrook,  was  born  in  Bellingham, 
Mass.,  November  5,  1807,  being  the  daughter 
of  Hanamah  and  Lavina  Holbrook.  .She 
passed  from  earth  to  the  joys  of  the  higher  life 
when  but  fifty-five  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gardiner  M.  Baker  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  namely:  John  H.,  born  November 
II,  1S30;  Everett  Clark,  born  May  2,  1834; 
Myron  Gardner,  born  November  9,  1839; 
Cynthia  Melvina,  born  August  13,  1841; 
Calista  M.,  born  .Seiitember  11,  1845;  and 
Charles  Albert,  born  in  Oueensbury,  July 
25,   1849. 

Everett  Clark  Baker  is  the  only  one  of  the 
family  now  living.  He  ac(|uired  his  element- 
ary education  in  the  district  schools  in  his 
early  childhood,  and  afterward  pursued  more 
advanced  studies  at  Glens  Falls  Academy. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  commenced 
teaching,  his  first  school  being  in  the  locality 
known  as  Blackhouse,  where  he  received  six- 
teen dollars  per  month,  and  boarded  round 
among  the  patrons  of  the  school.  Until  1858 
he  taught  only  in  district  schools,  but  then 
went  to  Sandy  Hill,  where  he  taught  success 
fully  in  a  graded  school  for  two  years.  Com- 
ing then  to  i'lattsburg,  I\Ir.  Baker  was  em- 
ployed as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  a  lumber 
dealer,  and  during  the  years  of   1862  and  1863 
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was  ciiga<;ecl  in  leachiiiL;'  in  tliis  vicinity. 
^Aljaniloning  his  professional  career,  he  eslal)- 
lished  liimself  in  tiie  inmljer  liusiness  in  tlie 
fall  of  1863,  and  has  since  made  this  his 
principal  occnpation,  having  bujlt  np  a  very 
large  anil  thriving  traile.  lie  tirsl  purchased 
an  extensive  tract  of  timber-land  i)i  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Big  Clear  Pond,  antl  had  the  huge 
trees  cut  into  logs,  and  rafteil  down  the 
Saranac  River  to  Plattsburg,  and  here  sawed 
into  lumber  at  his  mill.  During  the  past 
twenty  years,  however,  he  has  dealt  for  the 
most  part  in  dressed  lumber,  finding  a  market 
for  it  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

In  1858  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  matrimony 
witii  Miss  lu'ie  White,  who  was  born  at  Lock 
Haven,  I'a.,  daughter  of  William  antl  Lavina 
White.  I'^ive  children  have  graced  the  home 
circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  one  of  whom, 
iMiicline,  the  second-born,  died  at  the  tender 
age  of  one  and  one-half  years.  The  record  of 
the  other  four  is  thus  given:  Ned  married  S. 
Rouette  Bowcn,  and  they  have  four  children 
living — -Shepherd  K.,  Annie  Rouette,  limily, 
and  William,  a  daughter,  Erie,  liaving  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years;  Albion  W.  married 
Frances  S.  Ncelcy,  and  they  have  one  child. 
Trances  L. ;  Annie  M.,  the  wife  of  John  H. 
Marcey,  has  one  child  living,  Henry  S.,  having 
been  called  to  part  with  one,  Everett  ]5aker, 
when  seven  months  old;  and  William  G.,  the 
youngest  son,  married  Kva  Agnes  Andrews. 

Religiously,  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Baker  are  worthy 
members  of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Baker 
has  ever  taken  a  genuine  interest  in  all  that 
concerns    the   public   weal.      Having   cast    his 


first  Presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont, 
he  has  since  been  a  zealous  supporter  of  the 
kepLd)lican  party,  and  has  served  in  the  \'ari- 
ous  local  offices  of  trust.  He  was  Assessor  of 
the  town  twelve  years,  a  member  of  the  village 
l^oard  of  Trustees  nine  years,  and  Presiilent 
of  the  \illage  three  years,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1893  was  elected  to  the  State  legislature,  in 
which  he  serveil  as  Chairman  of  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Prisons  and  member  of  Committee  on 
Soldiers'  Homes  and  Excise.  He  has  also 
served  on  both  county  and  State  Republican 
committees.  At  the  time  of  the  organization 
of  the  union  school  system  Mr.  Baker  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  has  served  continuously  since,  having  been 
Secretary  of  the  Board  for  nearly  a  score  of 
years.  Socially,  Mr.  Baker  is  a  member  of 
Clinton  Lodge,  No.  155,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  of 
Plattsburg  Chapter,  No.  39,  Royal  Arch 
Masons;  and  of  De  Soto  Commandery,  No. 
49,  Knights  Templars.  He  is  also  a  Director 
in  the  Clinton  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  has  been  a  Vice-President  of  the  l""irst 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  at  present  one 
of  the  Directors. 
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01}1-:RT  R.  STEVENSON,  Justice 
f  the  Peace  at  Ticonderoga,  ICsse.x 
County,  and  a  well-known  educator, 
was  born  at  Whallonsburg,  in  the  town  of 
Essex,  N.Y.,  March  7,  1833.  He  is  of  sturdy 
Scotch  parentage,  being  a  son  of  Alexander 
and  Margaret  S.  (Richardson)  Stevenson,  both 
natives  of  Scotland. 
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His  father's  father,  William  Stevenson, 
lived  in  Kelso,  Scotland,  until  fifty-five  years 
of  age,  when  in  183 1  he  emigrated  to  this 
country.  He  was  accompanied  hy  his  third 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Isabella  King- 
horn.  She  was  the  widow  of  John  Smith,  a 
sea  captain,  who  was  wrecked  and  drowned 
in  the  Mediterranean.  With  them  came  three 
children,  the  eldest  being  Thomas,  his  son  by 
his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Eliza- 
beth Paddock.  Thomas  .Stevenson  worked  as 
a  mechanic  at  Schenectady  and  at  Port  Henry 
for  the-  Bay  State  Iron  Company,  being  in 
the  employment  of  that  firm  for  twenty-one 
years.  He  met  an  accidental  death  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years,  by  the  bursting  of  a  tm'ii- 
ing-lathe.  The  next  child  in  order  of  liirth 
was  John,  who  was  born  of  William  Steven- 
son's luiion  with  his  second  wife,  Eliza 
Stewart.  He,  too,  was  a  mechanic,  and  also 
worked  at  .Schenectady  and  at  Port  Henry,  and 
died  in  the  town  of  Westporl,  agetl  eighty-two 
years,  in  i88g.  Tlie  other  childi'cn,  Alex- 
ander and  Margaret,  belonged  to  his  third 
wife.  Margaret  Stevenson  became  the  wife 
of  John  Ormston,  who  died  July  .4,  1887. 
They  had  a  family  of  ten  childieii,  six  of 
whom  were  living  at  the  time  of  her  decease, 
on  April  i  i,   1895. 

Alexander  .Stevenson  came  to  America  two 
years  before  his  parents.  He  was  a  youth  of 
nineteen  years  when  he  left  his  native  soil, 
having  been  born  in  Kelso,  .Scotland,  .Septem- 
ber II,  1809.  He  worked  at  mechanical  pui-- 
suits  in  Essex  County,  New  Yoik,  and  in  Pint 
Henry  and   that   vicinity  for  several  years,    fi- 


nally purchasing  a  farm  in  the  neighboring 
town  of  Westport  and  i)artly  [laying  for  it  by 
woi'king  at  his  trade.  Here  he  carried  on 
general  farming  successfully  from  1837  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  on  March  22,  187S. 
His  widow,  who  occupies  the  old  homestead, 
is  a  bright  and  active  woman,  still  young,  al- 
though she  has  passed  the  eighty-fourth  mile- 
stone on  life's  journe}'.  Her  maitlen  name 
was  Margaret  S.  Richardson.  She  was  born 
in  the  early  part  of  the  jsresent  century,  in 
.Scotland,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tweed, 
being  the  only  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mar- 
garet Richardson,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1818.  Her  father,  who  was  a  professional 
master  meclianic,  settled  in  1818  at  Whallons- 
burg,  where  Margaret's  union  with  Alexandei' 
.Stevenson  was  sidemnized  (3ctober  22,  1829. 
N\nc.  cliildren  were  born  to  this  couple, 
the  following  being  their  record:  Elizabeth 
married  James  M.  Rice,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  forty-one  years,  at  Dows  in  Iowa;  William 
dieii  in  tliis  county  on  April  18,  1891,  aged 
fifty-eight  years;  Margaret  S.  died  at  West- 
[lort  at  the  old  homestead,  December  29,  1S95, 
aged  nfty-nine  years;  Robert  R.  is  the  lead- 
ing subject  of  this  skt'tch  ;  Isabell:i  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  P.  .Sheldon,  of  Dows,  Iowa;  Mary 
Eish,  a  widow,  resides  on  the  liome  farm; 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  I'"obes,  lives  at  .Solomon 
Ra[)ids,  Kan.;  Alexander,  a  farmer,  anil 
Albert  A.  are  both  residents  of  West]iort. 
The  father  was  a  man  of  inlluence  in  local  af- 
fairs, holding  the  office  of  Assessor  of  the 
town  for  several  terms. 

Roliert    R.    Stevenson   obtained   a    practical 
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education  in  the  common  schools,  supplement- 
ing this  by  an  attendance  at  the  academy  in 
Bakcrsficld,  Vt.,  where  he  was  lilted  for  the 
teacher's  profession,  which  lie  followed  for 
twelve  consecutive  years.  In  1863  Mr. 
Stevenson  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
purchasing  a  drug  store  at  Tort  Henry,  where 
he  was  in  trade  for  seven  years,  and  also 
served  as  Assistant  I'ostmaster  during  that 
time.  Resuming  his  former  profession  in 
1870,  he  taught  school  at  Mineville  and  at 
Moriah  Centre  for  six  years,  and  then  came 
to  this  i)lace,  where  for  three  years  he  was 
principal  of  the  Ticonderoga  Union  School. 
During  all  of  this  time  and  the  following  four 
years  Mr.  Stevenson  was  engaged  in  literary 
work,  being  editor  of  the  Scn/iiic/,  which  he 
then  sold,  in  order  to  devote  himself  entirely  to 
his  school  work,  which  lie  continued  until 
June,  1893.  In  1890  he  served  as  School 
Commissioner  for  the  Second  Commissioner 
District  of  ICssex  County,  and,  in  addition  to 
his  other  duties,  has  filled  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned for  many  years.  In  politics  he  affili- 
ates with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mary  E.  Coll,  the 
adoi)ted  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Coll, 
of  Westport,  were  married  on  December  25, 
1S55.  Tliey  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  were  spared  to  them  but 
a  brief  time,  and  four  are  yet  living,  as  fol- 
lows: Charles  W.,  a  farmer  in  Westport,  who 
is  married,  and  has  one  son;  Addie  R.,  the 
wife  of  Dayton  V.  Ingalls;  M.  IClizabeth,  a 
graduate  of  the   Albany  Normal   College,  now 


principals'  assistant  in  the  Ticonderoga 
Union  School;  and  bdlen  Frances,  who  was 
in  June,  1895,  graduated  from  the  Albany 
Business  College.  Mr.  Stevenson  and  his 
wife  and  daughters  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church.  Since  1883  they  have 
occupied  their  pleasant  home  on  Prospect 
Street. 


LVIN  II.  WOODRUFF  occupies  a 
place  of  prominence  among  the  solid 
business  men  of  P^ssex  Count)', 
being  identified  with  the  manufacturing  and 
mercantile  interests  of  Moriah  Centre.  A 
native  of  this  town,  he  was  born  on  July  22, 
1839.  On  the  maternal  side  Mr.  Woodruff  is 
of  New  England  origin,  being  a  grandson  of 
John  Titus,  who  was  born  at  Reholioth,  Mass., 
in  I  76 1. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Mr.  Tiius  en- 
listed in  the  Revolutionary  army,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  fighting  under  vari- 
ous distinguished  commanders,  and  being 
present  at  the  famous  battle  of  Brandywine. 
After  the  war  was  over,  he  became  a  seafaring- 
man,  in  the  course  of  his  voyages  visiting  dif- 
ferent ports  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa.  In 
the  War  of  1812  Mr.  Titus  again  enlisted  in 
his  country's  service,  and  fought  at  the  battle 
of  Bridgewater,  where  his  son  John,  who  had 
enlisted  when  but  seventeen  years  old,  was 
killed.  In  this  battle  Mr.  Titus  himself  was 
struck  by  a  cannon  IwU,  wdiich  carried  away  a 
]iart  of  his  left  arm,  making  a  wound  from 
whose  effects  he  never  entirely  recovered. 
Me  cast  his  first  Presitlential  vote  in    1788   for 
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George  Wasliington,  and  liis  last  vote,  sixty- 
eight  years  later,  for  James  ]?uchanan.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Titus  married 
Miss  Mehitable  Fuller,  of  Rehoboth,  Mass., 
with  whom  he  lived  happily  for  the  long  period 
of  seventy-three  years.  In  1828  he  came  with 
his  family  to  the  town  of  Moriah,  N.'N'.,  where 
botli  he  and  his  wife  passed  their  sunset  years, 
his  death  occurring  March  4,  1S58,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-six  years,  while  she  at- 
tained the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
years.  Their  daughter  Samantha,  who  mar- 
ried George  L.  Woodruff,  the  father  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  have  placed  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch,  was  born  May  26,  iSio, 
in  Vermont,  and  is  now  (1896)  living  at  Mo- 
riah, having  almost  completed  her  eighty-sixth 
year.  Cheerful  and  remarkably  active,  in  full 
possession  of  all  her  faculties,  she  looks  as 
though  she,  too,  might  live  to  celebrate  the 
centennial  anniversary  of  her  birth. 

George  L.  Woodruff  was  a  native  of  thi' 
Green  Mountain  State,  born  in  iSio  at  I'itts- 
ford,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  this  town 
when  but  nine  years  of  age.  lie  engaged  in 
agricultural  labor,  becoming  a  most  successful 
and  prosperous  farmer,  living  here  until  his 
demise  on  May  26,  1889,  his  wife's  birthday. 
They  reared  three  children,  as  follows:  Charles 
R.,  now  living  in  Brandon,  \'t.;  Harriet  M., 
who  married  Mr.  !•".  S.  lligby,  formerly  of 
Vermont,  but  wlm  is  nnw  a  s]ieculator  in 
Pataskala,  Ohio;  and  Alvin  II.,  of  Moriah 
Centre,  N.Y. 

Ahin  n.  Woodruff  was  educated  in  the 
place  of   his    nativity,  completing    his   studies 


in  the  academy  at  Moriah  Corners.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  he  entered  the  employ- 
ment of  Mr.  C.  C.  Allen,  of  Moriah  Corners, 
with  whom  he  served  a  two  years'  apprentice- 
ship at  the  trade  of  cabinet-making.  Being 
possessed  of  considerable  musical  ability,  he 
belonged  to  the  Moriah  Band,  pla)'ing  the 
l?-(kit  cornet,  the  entire  band  having  enlisted 
as  musicians  in  the  Ninety-sixth  New  Yoi'k 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  fall  of 
1861,  and  remained  with  the  army  until  the 
order  came  from  the  War  Department,  nine 
months  later,  discharging  all  nnisicians. 
During  this  period  Mr.  Woodruff  was  ])resent 
at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  being  in  the  front 
ranks,  and  at  the  battles  of  Yorktown,  Seven 
Pines,  at  the  seven  days'  retreat  over  Malvern 
Hill,  and  at  Harrison's  Landing,  where  the 
order  came  for  their  discharge.  Mr.  Woodruff 
re-enlisted  in  1862  as  a  pi'ivate,  and  served 
until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was 
under  General  Butler  before  Petersburg,  and 
he  saw  the  mine  exploded  by  General  15urn- 
side.  He  was  also  at  the  battle  of  Drcwry's 
Bluff,  where  the  Federals  lost  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  officers  and  men,  an<l  was  in  the 
fleet  that  went  u|)  the  INitoniac  to  Wliite  Hmise 
Handing.  On  May  31,  1865,  Mr.  Woodruff 
was  detailed  as  clerk  of  tiie  Adjutant  fjcneral's 
department;  and  there  he  remained  until  he 
was  nnistered  out  of  service.  January  22,  1866. 
A  letter  written  by  Brevet  Biigadier-general 
lulward  W.  .Smith,  certifying  that  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff had  shown  himself  capable,  intelligent, 
and  faithful,  and  that  he  took  plerisure   in   rec- 
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ommcnding    him,    is    nuw    in    Mr.    Woodruff's 
possession. 

Returning     home     in     January,     1866,     Mr. 
Woodruff    engaged    in    business   here,    l)uying 
the  building  located  nearly  opposite  his   pres- 
ent establishment.      It   had    been    his   plan    to 
go  South,  but,  deferring  to  the  wislies  of  his 
parents,  he  remained  near  them,  continuing  in 
business    at    his    original    location    until    the 
memorable  flood  of    1869  swept  away  his  store 
with  its   entire   contents,  and    he   was   obliged 
to  start  anew.      Mr.  Wootlruff  then  erected  the 
front  part  of  his  present  store,  where,  in  con- 
nection with  his  general  trade,  he  carried  on 
the  undertaking  business.      He  met  with  emi- 
nent success  from  the  start,  his  business  grad- 
ually   increasing    to   such    an    extent    that    in 
1890  he  was  forced  to  enlarge  tlie   building  to 
its  present   size.      The   lower   floor   is   devoted 
entirely  to  groceries  and  general  merchandise, 
the    furniture    department    requiring    all     the 
available  room  of  the  second  story;   while  the 
undertaking  department  has  been  removed  to  a 
Iniilding    on   the   opposite   side   of   the   street. 
Mr.  Woodruff  is  also  a  large   landholder,  own- 
ing  about    a    thousand    acres,    mostly    in    the 
town  of  Moriah. 

Politically,  Mr.  Woodruff  is  a  Republican, 
ever  working  hard  for  the  advancement  of  that 
party,  but  has  never  been  a  s])oilsman.  He 
is  prominent  in  financial  circles,  having  been 
a  stockholder  in  the  Citizens'  National  l?ank 
since  its  organization,  and  a  Director  of  the 
same  since  1894.  He  has  served  two  terms 
of  three  years  each  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  for  several  years  as  Town  Clerk.      He  has 


been  Town  Auditor,  and,  having  been  Trustee 
of  the  School  District  for  one  term,  was  re- 
cently re-elected  to  this  position.  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff is  connected  with  different  social  organi- 
zations, having  been  a  member  of  the  Morning 
Sun  Lodge,  No.  142,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  since 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  has  been  repeatedly 
urged  to  accept  office  in  that  body,  but  has 
steadily  declined.  He 'is  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  be- 
longing to  the  William  IL  Stevenson  Post, 
No.  102,  of  Moriah  Centre,  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  its  welfare.  He 
was  the  chief  instigator  and  promoter  in  the 
movement  to  erect  a  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public hall,  it  being  due  largely  to  his  efforts 
that  the  present  neat  and  commodious  build- 
ing belonging  to  this  Post  was  erected  in  1890, 
Mr.  Woodruff  aiding  the  enterprise  with  his 
own  money.  By  their  own  energetic  efforts 
the  society  ha.s,  in  three  years'  time,  reduced 
the  original  debt  of  three  tliousand  dollars  to 
the  minor  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars.  Mr. 
Woodruff  has  refused  tlie  office  of  Commander, 
but  has  held  that  of  Adjutant  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Post  in  1874. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Woodruff  and  Miss 
Susan  Duttoii,  daughter  of  Chandler  Dutton, 
of  Moriah,  was  solemnized  November  24, 
1870.  They  ha\'e  a  famil\'  of  six  children, 
namely:  l-'rederick-  V.,  wdio  assists  his  father 
in  the  store;  Alvin  LeRoy;  Fay  D. ;  Flora 
and  i'loy,  twins;  and  George  C.  Frederick, 
the  eldest  son,  is  Captain  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  of  the  W.  S.  Hancock  Camp, 
No.  95.      All   of    the  children   have  inherited 
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the  musical  talent  of  their  father;  and  they 
have  a  home  orchestra,  the  musical  instru- 
ments in  the  house  beinq;  numerous  and 
varied,  consisting  of  fnur  clarinets,  a  pic- 
colo, flute,  two  violins,  four  cornets,  a  'cello, 
double-bass,  and  piano.  They  are  all  ac- 
complished musicians;  and  their  orchestra 
furnished  the  music  at  the  Commencement 
exercises  of  the  Sherman  Collegiate  Institute 
in  1895,  also  at  Westport  soon  after,  in  both 
giving  splendid  satisfaction.  They,  likewise, 
organized  a  band  of  fifteen  pieces  for  the 
Decoration  Day  exercises,  and  have  recently 
organized  a  cornet  band,  of  which  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff is  the  leader  and  manager. 


ACOB  SOAPER  BROADWELL,  who 
is  an  excellent  representative  of  the 
self-made  men  of  Clinton  County,  was 
born  February  15,  183 1,  at  Morrisonville, 
which  at  that  time  was  included  within  the 
limits  of  IMattsburg.  Me  is  of  German  de- 
scent, his  grandfather,  William  ]5roadvvcIl, 
having  emigrated  from  German}'  to  the 
United  States,  settling  in  this  town,  at  the 
old  ford  across  the  Saranac  River.  From 
an  old  ]5ible,  ]Hiblislied  in  1802,  and  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  ]5roadwell,  arc  copied 
the  following  records.  On  October  28,  1783, 
this  William  Broadwell  was  wedded  to  Mary 
Hand,  who  bore  him  twelve  children,  their 
births  occurring  as  follows:  Ebenczcr,  January 
3,  1785;  William,  June  20,  1786;  Baxter, 
January  5,  17S8;  I'olly,  I-'ebruary  28,  1791; 
Jane,    May    15,    1793;    Archibald,    September 


II,  1795;  Azael,  September  19,  1797; 
Charles,  March  11,  1800;  Jared  L.,  April  27, 
1802;  Mary  Ann,  November  10,  1S04;  I'htebe, 
August  6,  1808;  and  Joshua  II.,  March  22, 
1 81 2. 

Azael  ]?roadwell,  the  fifth  son  of  William 
and  Mary,  married  luinicc  Soaper,  who  was 
one  of  a  family  of  nineteen  chiUlien  of  Joseph 
Soaper,  of  Plattsburg,  who  carried  on  shoe- 
making  for  many  years.  Mrs.  lumice  .S. 
Broadwell  died  in  1834;  and  two  years  later 
he,  too,  passed  to  the  life  immortal,  leaving 
an  orphan  family  of  five  children  —  iianiel)-, 
Edgar,  Diantha,  Sarah,  Andrew,  and  Jacob 
Soaper. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  being  but  five 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  he  was 
adopted  by  Sherman  Bromle)-,  of  IMatts- 
burg, who  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business, 
and  was  also  a  general  farmer.  As  the  lad 
grew  older,  his  numerous  duties  left  him  little 
time  to  attend  school;  and  his  education  was 
therefore  self-accpiired  by  home  study  of  such 
books  as  could  be  obtained.  Anxious  to 
learn  the  miller's  trade,  young  Broadwell  in 
1S50,  with  very  little  that  he  could  call  his 
own,  started  out  to  make  his  way  for  him- 
self, lie  worked  for  the  succeeding  three 
years  in  the  grist-mill  of  Kcesc  &  Tomlinson 
at  Kccsevillc,  expecting  to  receive  nine  dol- 
lars a  month  the  first  six  months  and  eleven 
dollars  per  montli  the  next  six  months,  but,  on 
settling,  was  given  eight  hundred  d(dlais  a 
year  for  the  last  two  years.  Going  tliencc  to 
Jay,  Essex  County,  Mr.  15roadwell  in  Decem- 
ber,   1854,    entered   the  employment  of  James 
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II.  I'lirmoiit  &  Co.,  with  wliom  he  remaincil 
nearly  seven  years.  By  dint  of  energetic  in- 
dustry and  a  wise  econoni)-,  liavint;  now  ae- 
cnmulated  c|uite  a  sum  of  monc)',  Mr.  ]5road- 
well  returned  to  Keeseville,  where  he  bought 
for  W.  \y.  Tailor  on  Decenilier  20,  iSf^,  tlic 
grist-mill  ot  Taylor  &  Stickcls,  and  has  since 
carried  on  a  jirosperous  business.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  industry  he  is  also  interested  in 
agriculture,  and  owns  two  farms,  one  of  forty 
acres,  the  other  of  ten  acres,  both  of  which 
he  tills  most  successfully.  Besides  his  pleas- 
ant residence  in  Morrisonville,  Mr.  Broad- 
well  has  a  summer  home  at  Chazy  Lake,  about 
twenty-five  miles  from  this  town,  to  which  he 
resorts  for  rest  and  recreation  during  the  warm 
weather.  Here  he  lias  comfortable  buildings, 
and  a  refrigerator,  for  stoi'ing  provisions,  ca- 
palile  of  accommodating  five  tons  of  ice. 

In  [lolitical  questions  Mr.  Broad  well  keeps 
himself  well  informed,  lieing  a  regular  sub- 
scriber to  both  Republican  and  Democratic 
papers,  but  calls  himself  a  '".Smith-Weed 
Democrat,"  being  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of 
that  eminent  political  leader.  He  has  fre- 
tpiently  served  the  public  in  official  capacities, 
having  lieen  apjinintcd  Notary  Tublic  some 
tliirty  years  ago,  and  in  18S5  filling  the 
ofTicc  of  Supervisor,  a  renomination  to  which 
he  jiositively  refused,  though  earnestly  re- 
tpiested  again  to  be  a  candidate.  He  is  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  temjierance  cause,  and 
is  unsjiaring  in  his  condemnation  of  tiie  use 
of  tobacco. 

Mr.  Broadwell's  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was    Hersheba   Totman,  was   born   at    Luzerne, 


Warren  Count)',  N.Y.,  but  was  reared  in 
Keeseville.  The  only  chihl  born  of  their 
union,  Mary  Maria,  married  L.  I".  .Spalding, 
of  Morrisonville,  and  died  January  2,  18S1. 
In  ever)'-day  life  a  worthy  representative  of 
all  that  constitutes  an  exemplary  citizen,  Mr. 
Broadwell  is  one  of  the  most  respected  resi- 
dents of  Morrisonx'ille.  His  estimable  wife 
is  active  in  the  religious  work  of  the  town, 
and  for  forty  years  has  been  a  communicant  of 
tlic  Methodist  ICpiscopal  cliurch. 


(sTX^^l'I'^KT  W.  SHIP:LDS,  the  head  of 
the  firm  of  A.  W.  Shields  &  Co., 
successful  hardware  merchants  of 
Keeseville,  Essex  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  at 
Hartford,  Washington  County,  on  May  17, 
1S60,  son  of  William  and  Louisa  (Clapp) 
Shields. 

The  .Sliields  family  are  of  Scotch-Irish 
lineage.  Grandfather  Shields  was  born  in 
the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  whence  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  upon  his  arrival  set- 
tled in  Washington  County,  New  York,  where 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  the  father  of 
eight  eliildren,  seven  of  whom  are  still  li\'ing. 

William  Shields,  the  youngest  child  but 
one,  since  his  early  manhood  has  followed 
with  success  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His 
wife,  Louisa  Clapp,  is  a  daughter  of  William 
Clai)p,  of  Argyle,  N.^^  Her  jiaternal  grand- 
father, Benjamin  Claiij),  who  was  born,  it  is 
thought,  in  Connecticut,  learneil  the  trade  of 
carpenter,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Wash- 
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ington  County,  New  York,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  tiiat  county.  William 
Clapp  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  he  went 
to  Argyle  in  company  with  iiis  parents,  and 
first  took  up  his  abode  in  the  house  which 
was  his  home  for  seventy-five  years,  and  of 
which,  after  the  death  of  his  father  and 
mother,  he  became  the  owner.  He  was 
eighty-one  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  left  a  son  and  daughter  l)y  his  first  mar- 
riage, namely:  Benjamin;  and  Louisa,  who 
was  born  at  Argyle,  Washington  County,  and 
who,  as  already  stated,  is  the  wife  of  William 
.Shields;  and,  by  his  second  marriage,  four 
daughters  —  Emelinc,  Lucy,  Abigail,  and 
Etta.  Mrs.  Louisa  Shields  has  borne  her 
husband  six  children,  as  follows:  Loretta, 
the  wife  of  John  McClellan,  a  successful 
farmer  of  Hebron,  N.Y.;  Herbert  J.,  who 
was  engaged  in  his  brother's  store  for  about 
four  years  prior  to  his  death  from  an  attack 
of  la  grippe  on  February  12,  1892;  Emma 
L.,  who  died  on  March  31,  1887;  Benjamin 
C,  who  died  in  July,  1892;  litta,  who  is 
still   attending  school;  and   Albert   W. 

After  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  his  educa- 
tion, Albert  W.  Shields  entered  Hartford 
Academy,  and  later  on  was  a  pu|Ml  in  tlie 
West  Hebron  Academy.  In  1881  he  came  to 
Keeseville,  and  entered  his  present  store  as  a 
clerk.  At  that  time  the  establishment  was 
owned  by  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Cla]ip,  wlio  was 
a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly. 
At  his  uncle's  death    Mr.  Shields  assumed  the 


entire  management  of  the  business  while  the 
estate  was  l^eing  settled,  which  took  about  a 
year.  Then  in  [887  he  became  the  leading 
partner  in  the  present  firm  of  A.  W.  Shields 
&  Co.,  which  has  continued  to  do  a  prosperous 
and  thriving  business.  He  also  owns  an  in- 
terest in  the  Keeseville,  Au  Sable  Chasm  & 
Lake  Champlain  Railroad. 

On  November  12,  1S90,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Rogers,  daughter  of 
Halsey  Rogers,  and  a  niece  of  James  Rogers, 
of  Au  Sable  Forks,  N.Y.  Their  home  has 
been  brightened  liy  the  birth  of  a  son  and 
daughter  —  Frances  L.  and  Herbert  II. 

The  Reiiublican  [larty  counts  Mr.  .Siiields 
among  its  faithful  supporters.  Among  the 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust  to  which 
he  has  been  elected  by  his  fellow-townsmen 
are  those  of  Collector  and  Supervisor,  he 
having  served  in  the  former  capacity  four 
years,  and  in  the  latter  tliree  years.  Frater- 
nally, he  is  a  member  of  Keeseville  Lodge, 
No.  155,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  I-"ellows, 
in  which  he  has  lield  tlie  different  offices  up  to 
tliat  of  Noble  Gi'and.  Mr.  Shields  is  an  at- 
tendant and  supjiorter  of  the  I^piscopal  chui'ch 
of   Keeseville. 


/3)e()RGE  IwMRBAXKS  BIXBV,  edi- 
\mJ__  tor  and  proprietor  of  the  I'lattsburg 
Rcpiiblicau  at  I'lattsburg,  N.Y.,  is  conducting 
tins  pa]5er  with  signal  abilit)'  and  success. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  "Green  Mountain 
State,"  having  been  born  November  16,  1830, 
in  the  town  of  Chelsea.      His  fatlier,  Ichabod 
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Bixby,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Stafford,  Tolland 
County,  Conn.,  March  19,  17S4:  and  jjrand- 
fatbor  Iciiabod  Bixby,  Sr.,  a  native  of  tlie 
same  jilacc,  was  born  January  g,   1757. 

The  Hixby  family  are  of  Englisli  extraction, 
the  first  representative  of  American  soil  liav- 
ini;'  been  Nathaniel  Bixby,  whose  name  is 
found  on  the  records  of  Ipswicli,  Mass.,  in 
1638.  The  line  continues  through  his  son 
Jose])li,  who  was  born  in  "S'orkshire,  h-ngland. 
lie  marrietl  a  widow,  Mrs.  Heard,  born  in 
Wyatt,  whose  mother  owned  land  in  Assing- 
ton,  County  Sufftdk,  I'.ngland.  In  1660  they 
removed  from  Ijiswich  to  that  part  of  the 
neighboring  town  of  Ixowley  that  is  now  in- 
cluded within  the  limits  of  Boxford,  the  name 
being  afterward  of  frequent  occurrence  on 
the  town  records.  They  were  people  of  great 
piety,  and  worshipped  at  the  Congregational 
church  at  Topsfield.  The  next  in  lineal  de- 
scent was  their  youngest  son,  ]5enjamin 
Bixby,  who  settled  in  Topsfield,  remaining 
thereuntil  his  decease  in  1729.  Benjamin's 
second  son,  Nathan  ]5ixby,  who  was  bcn-n  No- 
vember 4,  1694,  and  was  reared  in  the  place 
of  his  nativity,  in  173.3  removed  with  his 
family  to  Killingly,  Conn.,  making  that  his 
permanent   abiding-place. 

{•"ollowing  the  succession,  we  find  that  his 
third  son,  Solomom  15ixby,  was  born  October 
29,  1732,  and  continued  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Connecticut.  Ichabod  J5ixby,  son  of  Solo- 
mon and  grandfather  of  the  direct  subject  of 
this  brief  biographical  sketch,  removed  from 
Stafford,  Conn.,  to  Wuniont  in  1794,  becom- 
ing a    pioneer   of   the   town   of   Chelsea.      He 


bought  a  tract  of  heavil)-  timbered  land,  on 
which  he  built  a  log  house  for  his  first  resi- 
dence, and  devotetl  his  time  to  clearing  and 
tilling  the  land,  residing  there  until  his 
death.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Lydia  Orcutt,  was  born  Ajiril  15,  175'''. 
The  children  born  of  their  union  numbereil 
ten. 

Ichabod  ISixby,  Jr.,  was  reared  to  agricult- 
ural [lursuits,  and  succeeded  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  jjarental  homestead,  but  resided  on 
a  farm  near  by,  that  having  been  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  farming  community,  continuing  in  his 
chosen  occupation  at  his  Vermont  home  until 
his  decease,  June  2,  1852.  In  early  life  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Susanna  Lewis,  a 
native  of  Walpole,  N.H.,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 31,  1789,  and  survived  him  many  years, 
dying  April  6,   1874. 

George  F.  Bixb\',  the  ninth  child  of  the  ten 
boys  and  girls  born  to  his  parents,  completed 
his  education  at  the  Chelsea  Academy,  and 
at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  began  his  life- 
work,  being  employed  several  years  in  teach- 
ing during  the  winter  season,  while  in  the 
sunuiier  he  worked  in  the  hay  and  harvest 
fields.  He  snbsecpK'ntl)'  turned  his  attention 
to  the  study  of  dentistry,  and  from  1857 
until  i860  was  actively  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  that  profession  in  Vermont.  Coming 
thence  to  Plattsburg,  Dr.  Bixby  followed  this 
avocation  until  1873,  when  he  embarked  in 
journalism,  on  the  first  day  of  May  becoming- 
associated  with  Ransom  K.  (irant  as  jiroprictor 
of    the    I'lattsburg    Rrpiil'/ican.      The   iiaitner- 
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ship  reniainctl  intact  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
or  till,  in  January,  189J,  Mr.  15i.\by  Ijout^lit 
the  interest  of  his  partner.  The  Republican 
is  a  Democratic  paper,  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  that  party  anil  the  pet)ple  in  general,  anti, 
under  his  facile  anil  powerful  pen,  wields  a 
beneficial  influence  in  the  comnuinity,  the  ex- 
cellent motto  of  the  pajjcr  being,  "'riie  great- 
est good  tt)  the  greatest  number."' 

The  imion  of  Mr.  Bixby  with  Deborah 
(Turner)  Stephenson  was  solemnized  in  i860. 
They  have  two  children  —  George  and  Helen. 
Mrs.  Bixby  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
Lancaster  being  the  town  of  her  birth.  She 
is  a  woman  of  culture,  and  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  the  Peristrome  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mr.  Bixby  takes  great  interest  in  all  local 
affairs,  and  is  an  ardent  and  influential  ad- 
vocate of  every  movement  looking  toward  the 
public  benefit.  Lie  is  a  member  of  the  State 
Democratic  lulitors'  Association,  a  charter 
member  of  the  Plattsbui'g  Institute,  and  an 
ofificial  member  of  the  Plattsburg  Pid)lie  Li- 
brary Association. 


'RANKLIN  p.  ALLICN,  a  well-known 
Pension  Notary  antl  ex-Justice  of  the 
Peace,  was  born  at  Mooers  I'"orks,  Clinton 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  17,  1821.  llisi)arents 
were  Charles  and  Lephe  (Clark)  Allen,  his 
father  belonging  to  a  New  England  family 
who  trace  their  lineage  back  for  tw(j  and  a 
half  centuries.  Tradition  says  that  soon 
after  1620  three  brothers  named  y\llen  arrived 
In    America,    presumably   from    ICngland,    and 


settled  in  Massachusetts,  later  two  of  the 
brothers  going  .Si)uth.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
there  were  several  emigrants  of  this  name 
among  the  early  emigrants  to  these  shores. 

Mr.  h'ranklin  P.  Allen's  earliest  ancestor 
of  American  birlh  was  Samuel  Allen,  a  native 
of  Bi'ainlree,  Mass.,  son  of  Samuel  Allen  and 
his  wife  Ann,  who  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  that  town.  I'"rom  an  account  of  this 
branch  of  the  Allen  faniil_\-  in  New  lingland, 
contained  in  the  iWii'  liiii^laud  llislorical  and 
Giiicological  Rigistci-  for  July,  1856,  we 
learn  that  this  second  Samuel,  the  eldest  son 
of  Samuel,  first,  settleil  in  the  parish  of 
li-dsi  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  as  early  as  1660. 
He  was  one  of  the  original  laniled  proprietors 
of  the  town,  and  held  many  offices  of  trust 
and  honor  from  the  people.  He  was  l\nvn 
Clerk  from  1683  to  1702,  was  a  member  of  the 
legislature  in  1693,  was  in  many  battles  with 
the  Indians,  and  once,  while  on  a  march  with 
twenty  of  his  neighbors,  to  join  Cajitain 
Church,  took  twenty  prisoners  after  a  desper- 
ate conflict.  He  was  Deacon  of  the  church. 
His  farm  has  ever  since  remained  in  posses- 
sion of  the  family. 

He  antl  his  wife,  Sarah  Partridge,  who  was 
a  native  of  Duxbury,  luul  ten  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom  Samuel,  Jr.,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1660.  By  his  first  wife,  whom  lie  mar- 
ried December  2,  1685,  Rebecca,  daughter  of 
John  Cary,  he  had  five  children.  After  her 
death  he  married  on  April  10,  1700,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Alden.  Cajjtain  Matthew 
Allen,  his  fifth  child  by  his  second  wife, 
was  born  March  10,  1708,  and   in    1735   mar- 
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ricd  Sarah  Brett.  Ivzra,  the  second  of  their 
five  children,  was  born  on  October  i,  1739. 
lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  I'hebe  Gary; 
and  they  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  Zenas 
Allen,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  second.  Mzra  Allen  died  on 
May  27,  1795,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  Zenas 
Allen  was  born  December  5,  1763,  and  died 
May  29,  181 1,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight.  He 
and  his  wife,  I'diphat  Partridge,  were  the  par- 
ents of  six  children  —  Charles,  Frederick, 
Minerva,  Susan,  Ethan,  and  George. 

Charles  Allen,  son  of  Zenas,  was  born  in 
Tinmouth,  Vt.,  in  1793,  and  came  from  Or- 
well, Vt.,  to  New  York  State  in  1821,  set- 
tling in  Mooers,  in  the  midst  of  a  wild,  un- 
broken tract  of  country.  Clearing  about  sixty 
acres  of  land,  he  set  energetically  to  work  in 
the  improvement  thereof.  He  built  the  first 
saw-mill  at  Mooers  Forks,  and  carried  on  the 
lumber  business  advantageously  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  finally  sold  out  this  enterprise  to 
Steele  &  Hateman.  He  married  Lephe  Clark, 
daughter  of  Cyrus,  who  was  a  brother  of  old 
General  Clark.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  were  ac- 
tive workers  in  the  Baptist  church.  He  died 
in  Mooers  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  forty-two. 
The  land  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  Meth- 
odist church  was  given  by  Mrs.  Allen  to  the 
BaiJtist  denomination.  So  liberal  was  she 
that  she  also  gave  to  the  I'Ipiscopalians  the 
land  where  their  place  of  worship  now  stands. 
She  had  two  children  — Frederick  and  I'rank- 
lin  1'.  l-'rederick  went  to  Denver,  Col., 
wliere  he  died  on  December  12,  1877,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-eight. 


I''ranklin  1'.  Allen  attentled  Malone  Acad- 
emy, anil,  on  leaving  school,  entered  the  print- 
ing-office of  his  uncle,  l""rederick  V.  Allen, 
who  then  edited  the  Mahmc  Palladinin.  Here 
he  continued  for  three  years,  serving  part  of 
the  time  as  compositor.  Urgently  requested 
then  to  return  and  take  charge  of  affairs  at  the 
old  homestead,  he  abandoned  type-setting,  and 
went  to  the  relief  of  his  widowed  mother,  with 
whom  he  remained  till  her  death.  Mr.  Allen 
has  been  more  or  less  engaged  in  farming  ever 
since.  For  a  number  of  years  he  ran  the  first 
saw-mill,  which  has  since  been  owned  by  Mr. 
H.  H.  Howard. 

Many  offices  of  public  trust  have  been  ac- 
ceptably filled  by  Mr.  Allen.  In  1859  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace;  and  he  was  re- 
elected each  successive  term  eight  times,  mak- 
ing a  continuous  period  of  thirty  years'  ser- 
vice in  that  office,  which  he  resigned  in  1889, 
two  years  before  the  expiration  of  his  last 
term.  His  verdicts  were  uniformly  accepted 
without  challenge.  "Squire  Allen,"  as  he  is 
familiarly  known,  was  appointed  Postmaster 
in  1865,  and  retained  the  position  until  his 
voluntary  resignation,  twelve  years  later. 
He  receiveil  the  appointment  of  PcLsion  No- 
tary from  Washington,  D.C.,  on  January  19, 
1876,  and  has  been  reappointed  each  succes- 
sive four  years,  having  held  the  oflfice  con- 
tinuously for  sixteen  years.  He  served  as 
Justice  of  Sessions  several  terms,  and  is  now 
serving  as  Notary  Public. 

He  was  married  on  November  15,  1S48,  to 
Betsey,  daughter  of  Joseph  Ober,  a  farmer  of 
Chazy.      They  have  had  four  children  —  Lephe 
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P.,  Jennie  G.,  Ethan  C,  and  lulilh  M. 
Lcphe  P.  married  Jonathan  Wiiitney,  and  re- 
moved to  Minneapolis,  wliere  she  died  in 
1S91,  having  had  four  children,  one  of  whom 
now  lives  with  its  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Allen;  Jennie  G.  is  a  dressmaker  in  Platts- 
burg;  Ethan  C.  was  thrown  from  his  car- 
riage, and  died  from  the  result  of  the  acciilent 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five;  lulith  M.  married 
Edward  Hughes,  ami  is  now  a  resident  of 
Somerville,  Mass.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  arc 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
wdiich  he  has  served  as  Tiiistee  for  many 
years. 

pNENJAMIN  WARREN  SEVER- 
^^\  ANCE,  M.D.,  a  popular,  prosper- 
ous, and  widely  known  physician,  of 
Mineville,  Esse.K  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Willsboro,  on  July  31,  1855. 
The  Doctor  is  descended  from  a  very  ancient 
family,  claiming,  as  an  early  representative, 
Lucius  Septimus,  a  Roman  citizen,  who 
flourished  about  146  a.d.  The  name,  it  is 
said,  was  prominent  in  Rome  tluring  the 
eighth  century. 

The  first  of  whom  we  have  any  accurate 
knowledge,  however,  was  John  Severance,  who 
emigrated  from  England  to  Boston  in  1637, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife,  Abigail  (Kim- 
ball) Severance,  whom  he  had  married  in  1635, 
and  who  died  in  1658.  As  the  records  have 
it,  he  was  a  freeman  and  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  and  Monorable  Artillery,  which  was 
organized  in  Boston  in  1638.  lie  was  a  civil 
engineer;  and    he,    with   si,\    others,   was    ap- 


jjointed  Prudential  Man,  to  manage  the  affairs 
of  the  plantation,  in  whitdi  he  hekl  manv 
offices.  The  iluties  of  the  Prudential  Mati  of 
that  time  seem  to  have  corresponded  with 
those  of  the  Supervisor  or  Selectman  of  this 
day.  The  [jlantation  was  a  territorial  grant 
in  the  vicinity  of  Salisbury,  Mass.,  by  which 
name  it  was  known  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
in  March,  iC>3'')-  The  name  was  changed 
by  the  General  Court  in  September  to  Col- 
chester; but  on  October  7,  1640,  the  origi- 
nal name  was  resumed.  On  October  22, 
■663,  John  Severance  married  for  his  second 
wife  Mrs.  Susannah  Ambrose,  of  Boston.  He 
had  twelve  children,  John  Severance,  Jr.,  born 
of  his  first  union,  being  the  si.\th  child. 

John  Severance,  Jr.,  born  in  Salisbury,  No- 
vember 22,  1647,  early  assisted  his  father  in 
business.  In  1672  he  moved  to  Boston.  In 
16S9  he  purchased  an  extensive  tract  of  land  in 
Deerfield,  I'ranklin  County,  Mass.,  and  there 
made  his  home  with  his  family.  Joseph,  one 
of  his  six  children  and  the  next  in  line  of 
descent,  was  born  at  .Suffield,  Conn.,  October 
26,  1682.  On  November  17,  1712,  he  miu- 
ried  Hannah  Kellogg,  a  daughter  of  Martin 
Kellogg,  of  lladley,  Mass.  Josejih  .Severance 
was  a  tailor  by  trade,  ami  in  1722  was  Select- 
man of  the  town  of  Deerfield.  He  was  well 
versed  in  military  tactics,  and  was  in  several 
engagements  with  the  Inilians.  He  entered  tlie 
service  as  a  private  soldier  in  1713.  and  ten 
years  later  was  promoted  to  tlie  post  of  Cor- 
poral in  Captain  Kellogg's  company,  and  in 
1747  was  made  Orderly.  His  third  chiKI, 
Martin,  a  progenitor  of  the  Doctor's,  was  born 
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September  lo,  1718,  and  died  at  Shclburne 
I-'alls,  Mass.,  Ai)ril  8,  1810.  He  served  as  a 
.soldier  iov  many  years,  enteriiiL,^  the  service 
wlieii  but  twenty  years  old,  anil  becoming 
noted  as  a  scout,  brave  aiul  venturesome, 
and  winnini;-  fame  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  II  is  wile,  I'atience  I'airfield,  bore  him 
eleven  children,  of  whom  Samuel  was  the 
sixth. 

Samuel  Severance  was  born  at  Shclburne 
I'"alls,  Mass.,  June  12,  1761,  and  died  August 
28,  1833.  He,  too,  was  a  brave  soldier,  en- 
listing when  twenty  years  of  age,  and  endur- 
ing the  hardships  and  privations  of  battle  with 
the  heroism  and  stoicism  peculiar  to  his  gen- 
eration. He  was  remarkable,  even  in  that  day 
of  sturdy  Christianity,  for  his  great  piety. 
On  September  7,  17S6,  he  married  Azuba, 
daughter  of  Moses  Smith,  of  Shclburne  Falls; 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
l^benezer,  born  at  Northfield,  Mass.,  being  tlie 
third.  ICbenezer  Severance  migrated  from 
the  old  Bay  State  to  Vermont,  locating  at 
Middlebury,  wdicre  he  became  prominent  in 
local  and  religious  circles,  being  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church.  He  and  his 
wife  reared  a   large  family. 

Their  seventh  child,  Samuel  Ijy  name,  was 
born  at  Windsor,  \'t.,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried in  1S07  to  Susannah  Warren.  He  sub- 
sequently removed  to  this  country,  settling 
in  the  town  of  Essex,  where  he  engaged  in 
agricultural  jjursuits,  owning  a  large  and 
valuable  farm.  .Samuel  Severance  was  gifted 
with  great  musical  talent,  and  during  the 
winter  seasons  taught  singing-school,  becom- 


ing well  known  throughout  the  county.  Here 
he  spent  his  remaining  years,  dying  April  29, 
1S42.  Si.\  children  were  born  to  him  and  his 
wife,  namely:  Lawrence;  Benjamin;  Cyrus; 
Susan;  Lucius;  and  William,  who  became 
the  father  of  Doctor  -Severance. 

William  Severance  was  born  October  19, 
1827,  in  Esse.K,  Essex  County,  N.Y.,  and 
liveil  there  until  his  marriage,  when  he  bought 
a  farm  in  Willsboro,  in  the  same  county. 
He  prosjjcred  in  his  chosen  yocation,  and 
was  numbered  among  the  valuable  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  the  town.  He  heUl  many 
ofifices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  being  As- 
sessor and  Collector  for  many  years,  besides 
serving  in  various  minor  positions.  In  con- 
nection with  his  farm  labors  he  also  carried 
on  a  large  insurance  business,  being  a  man  of 
great  financial  ability  and  well-known  integ- 
rity. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  devoted 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
He  was  married  in  1852  to  Eunice  M.  Hayes, 
a  native  of  Willsboro,  born  July  26,  1831, 
being  a  daughter  of  Philo  ,  and  Deborah 
(Moore)  Hayes.  They  reared  seven  children; 
namely,  Benjamin  W.,  Eugene  H.,  Cora,  ]5ert 
D.,  Karl  J.,  Kolland,  and  I'earl.  Eugene,  a 
farmer,  in  Willsboro,  married  Carrie  E. 
Helms;  Cora  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  G.  W.  l?ond, 
of  Ticonderoga;  Bert  D.,  senior  member  of 
the  large  dry-goods  firm  of  Severance  lirothcis 
in  Willsboro,  married  Nellie  E.,  daughter  of 
I'^lward  Smith,  and  they  have  one  child,  Rol- 
land;  Karl  J.,  a  physician  at  Kcescville,  mar- 
ried Miss  Kate  Foss,  of  Vergenncs,  Vt. ; 
Rolland  is  the  junior  member  of  the  entcrpris- 
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ing  firm  of  Severance  Brothers;  and  Pearl  re- 
sides at  home. 

Benjamin  W.  Severance  acqnired  his  pre- 
liminary education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and,  after  completing  the  course 
at  the  union  school  in  Essex,  entered  the 
Sherman  Collegiate  Institute  at  Moriah.  He 
subsequently  engaged  in  teaching,  being  thus 
employed  near  Mineville,  at  the  graded  school 
in  Moriah  Centre,  and  at  the  union  school 
in  Witherbee.  During  this  time  he  was  pre- 
paring himself  for  his  future  career  by  reading 
medicine  with  Dr.  G.  W.  Powell,  of  Moriah. 
In  1880  he  entered  the  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  which 
lie  was  graduated  in  1S82,  ranking  second  in  a 
class  of  fifty-four  students. 

On  March  22,  18S2,  Dr.  Severance  located 
in  Mineville,  where  he  has  since  built  up  an 
extensive  practice  in  medicine  and  surgery. 
A  pioneer  of  the  homceopathic  school  of  medi- 
cine. Dr.  Severance  at  first  encountered  much 
opposition  from  the  old-school  physicians, 
who  believed  in  following  the  ruts  worn  deep 
by  their  ancestors.  The  Doctor  had  firm  be- 
lief in  his  own  methods;  and  his  able  treat- 
ment of  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  when  that 
epidemic  was  making  such  fearful  ravages  in 
1882,  brought  him  into  prominence  before  the 
suffering  public,  and  laid  the  foundation  for 
his  future  successful  career,  his  cures  at  that 
time  being  remarkable,  and  the  cases  that  he 
lost  being  surprisingly  few.  Continuing  his 
practice  in  Mineville,  Dr.  Severance  has  lived 
to  sec  his  most  rabid  opponents  become  his 
friends.      He  served  as  Coroner  of  the  county 


for  two  terms  of  three  years  each,  displaying 
a  remarkable  talent  for  the  oiflce,  and  winning 
an  enduring  re|)utation  as  a  clear-heatled  and 
far-seeing  officer.  One  notable  case  was  that 
of  the  man  Wright  who  murdered  Mrs.  Taylor, 
and  who,  through  the  Doctor's  notes  ami  in- 
quiries at  the  inquest,  was  found  guilty  by  the 
Grand  Jury.  He  was  sentenced  to  imiirison- 
ment  for  life;  and,  although,  through  liie  ef- 
forts of  Wright's  friends,  a  new  trial  was  ob- 
tained, the  Doctor's  testimony  as  first  given 
remained  unshaken. 

Dr.  Severance  is  a  prominent  worker  for  the 
Republican  party,  but  has  never  been  accused, 
even  by  his  bitterest  enemy,  of  having  made 
political  preferment  a  stepping-stone  for  his 
own  advancement.  He  is  at  present  a  .Super- 
visor of  the  town,  and  has  also  been  a  member 
of  the  ]5oard  of  Regents'  Examiners  of  the 
academic  department  of  the  union  school  at 
Mineville  since  the  organization  of  the  de- 
partment. He  is,  likewise,  and  has  been  fin- 
several  years.  Health  Officer  of  the  town,  in 
this  capacity  doing  much  hard  work.  He  be- 
longs to  Iron  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  l'"ell()ws,  No.  583,  of  Mineville,  and  has 
held  all  the  offices  of  the  Morning  .Sun  Lodge, 
No.  142,  A.  E.  &  A.  M.,  of  Port  Henry,  being 
at  present  Master.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Cedar  Point  ChajJter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
No.  269;  of  the  De  Soto  Commandery, 
Knights  Templars,  No.  49,  of  i'lattsburg; 
and  of  the  Oriental  .Shrine,  of  Troy.  The 
Morning  Sun  Lodge  stands  second  in  the  list, 
numerically,  and  has  several  times  received 
honorable    mention    from    the    Grand    Loilm'. 
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The  Doctor  is  a  keen  sportsman,  and  man- 
ages somcliow  to  evade  llie  im])erious  de- 
mands of  his  pnilcssion,  and  steal  away  for  a 
hunting  or  (isliing  trip  of  three  or  four  weei-;s 
each  year.  Dr.  Severance  is  an  ardent  lover 
of  horses,  and  an  excellent  whip,  keeping  some 
well-bred  roadsters,  who  have  won  records, 
even  on  the  rough  mountainous  roads  of  the 
surrounding  country.  The  Locust  stock  farm 
in  Willsboro,  containing  S(nne  two  hundred 
acres,  in  which  the  Doctor  is  interested,  has 
produced  some  fine  horses.  Dr.  Severance  is 
a  true  friend  of  working-men  and  a  strong 
advocate  for  their  rights  and  privileges. 

Tlie  Doctor  has  a  charming  home,  his  wife 
being  a  pleasant,  agreeable  companion;  and, 
taken  all  together,  his  "lines  seem  to  have 
fallen  in  pleasant  places."  He  married  May 
lo,  1882,  Miss  Lena,  the  second  daughter  of 
Samuel  H.  Woodruff,  of  Moriah.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Glen  W.,  born  January  28, 
1883;  Spencer  W.,  born  December  16,  1887; 
and   Karl   W.,  bcH'n   August    15,    1894. 


'CllUYLKR  lIAin%  a  well-known 
/^y^  farmer  of  I'eru,  Clinton  County, 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  this  town  on 
March  26,  1S15,  son  of  Peter  and  Anna 
(Stewart)  Haff.  An  octogenarian  of  unusual 
intelligence,  possessing  his  faculties  to  a  re- 
markable degree,  he  still  displays  a  vitality 
and  energy  foreign  to  many  a  man  of  half  his 
years. 

The  family  originated    in    Holland,  whence 


in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century 
three  brothers  came  to  America,  two  of  whom 
returneil  to  their  native  land;  but  the  tiiird 
settled  on  Long  Island,  where  he  reared  a 
family  of  children,  among  whom  was  John 
Ilaff.  Little  is  known  regarding  the  life  of 
this  son,  his  ocupation  and  the  name  of  the 
woman  whom  he  married  being  both  matters 
of  conjecture.  It  ajjpears,  however,  that  he 
at  one  time  resided  in  Westchester  County, 
New  York;  for  there  was  born  his  son,  John 
Haff,  Jr.  The  latter  removed  to  Fishkill, 
Dutchess  County,  where  he  conducted  a  hotel 
until  1791,  then  settled  in  Peru,  and  through- 
out the  remainder  of  his  life  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  at 
his  home  in  1S23.  John  Haff,  Jr.,  married 
Miss  Rebecca  Storms,  a  native  of  Westchester 
County,  New  York,  but  a  Hollander  by  birth, 
who  bore  him  five  children;  namely,  Peter, 
Sally,  Hannah,  Betsey,  and  Abram. 

Peter  Haff,  son  of  John  and  Rebecca,  was 
born  in  Fishkill,  Dutchess  County,  and  came 
to  Peru  with  his  parents  in  1791.  His  father, 
who  was  the  fourth  settler  in  this  part  of  the 
town,  not  a  house  being  in  the  village  at  that 
time,  erected  in  1804  the  house  now  occupied 
loy  his  grandson,  the  subject  of  tlie  preseut 
sketch.  Peter  Haff  spent  his  life  on  the  home 
farm,  and,  like  his  father,  was  a  successful 
husbandman.  His  wife,  Anna  Stewart,  a 
woman  of  strong  Methodistical  principles,  was 
a  daughter  of  William  Stewart,  a  successful 
fanner  of  Peru,  residing  on  the  Keeseville 
road.  Through  the  Revolution  Mr.  Stewart 
rendered  efficient  service:    and,  when  the  war 
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was  over,  being  a  man  of  considerable  ability, 
he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  county  in  the 
legislature.  He  married  a  Miss  Crary,  and 
they  reared  nine  children,  as  follows:  Vinal, 
Solomon,  Ezra,  William,  Desire,  Anna,  Re- 
becca, Sally,  and  Polly.  Peter  Ilaff  and  his 
wife  had  four  children,  namely:  Ann  Eliza, 
who  married  the  Rev.  John  \V.  Belknap,  a 
Methodist  minister  (^both  have  since  died); 
Schuyler;  Desire,  who  lived  to  be  but  sixteen 
years  of  age;  and  William,  residing  with  his 
brother  on  the  old  homestead. 

Obliged  from  early  boyhood  to  do  his  part 
in  the  work  of  the  farm,  Schuyler  Haff's  op- 
portunities for  gaining  an  education  were 
limited  indeed,  as  he  was  able  to  attend  the 
little  district  school  only  in  the  intervals  be- 
tween different  seasons  of  farm  labor.  He, 
however,  early  displayed  the  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance  which  have  character- 
ized his  whole  life,  and  obtained  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  his  youthful  learning  after  the 
tasks  of  the  day  were  completed,  the  little  lei- 
sure that  he  could  then  call  his  own  being 
spent  in  poring  over  his  books  by  the  "fire- 
light's fitful  gleam,"  unless  by  rare  good  luck 
he  was  allowed  a  tallow  candle,  when,  as  Mr. 
Haff  expresses  it,  "he  was  made."  Like 
others  whose  education  has  been  obtained 
under  difficult  circumstances,  he  is  an  original 
thinker.  The  literature  found  in  his  home 
bears  evidence  of  a  cultivatetl  antl  refined 
taste;  and  his  conversation  shows  that  he  has 
kept  up  his  reading  habits,  and  is  familiar 
with  the  leading  topics  of  the  day.  A  man  of 
remarkably    retentive    memory,    he    has    been 


successfully  appealed  to  as  a  referee  in  regard 
to  the  ilale  of  occurrences  away  back  in  the 
thirties.  He  has  devotetl  himself  to  farming 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  and  that, 
too,  with  a  success  in  which  he  takes  justifi- 
able pride. 

On  March  14,  1838,  Mr.  Haff  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Delia  M.  Barber, 
daughter  of  Elijah  E.  Barber,  of  Peru.  Mrs. 
Haff  died  on  October  6,  1867,  twenty-nine 
years  after  her  marriage,  having  been  the 
mother  of  twelve  children.  Up  to  1893  no 
death  had  occurred  in  this  younger  generation. 
A  brief  record  follows:  Harriet  G.,  Annie 
M.,  and  Luella  Haff,  reside  at  home  with 
their  father.  Leroy  B.  was  a  member  of  the 
well-known  firm  of  Doniinick  &  Haff,  doing 
business  at  Union  Square,  New  York  City, 
the  largest  manufacturers  of  and  wholesale 
dealers  in  solid  silverware  in  this  country, 
and  a  firm  whose  stamp  on  goods  was  a  guaran- 
tee of  intrinsic  worth.  Mr.  Leroy  Haff  re- 
sided at  Englewood,  N.J.,  but  died  on  Sep- 
tember 18,  1893,  at  fifty-two  years  of  age,  in 
the  Adirondacks,  having  come  thither  in  quest 
of  health.  He  was  prominent  in  the  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Church  of  Englewood,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  Senior  Warden.  The 
honor  and  respect  in  which  he  was  held  by 
the  society  and  the  grief  felt  for  his  loss  were 
expressed  by  a  handsome  memorial  tribute,  a 
copy  of  which,  penned  in  close  imitation  of 
copper-plate  by  a  lady  of  the  congregation, 
was  forwarded  as  a  token  of  condolence  and 
sympathy  to  his  sorrowing  father. 

Charles  E.  Haff  was  a  mc-nibcr   nf   tlic    Hrm 
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of  Day  &  Ilaff,  crockery  ami  grocery-dealers 
at  iMankfort,  Ky.,  for  many  years.  He  died 
at  his  father's  home  in  Peru  on  September  20, 
1893,  at  fifty  years  of  age.  Delia  H.  is  now 
the  wife  of  Robert  Sanderson,  who  has 
been  successfully  engaged  in  business  as  a 
grocer  at  Ilolyoke,  Mass.,  for  twenty  years. 
Sylvia  married  George  D.  Knowles,  a  farmer 
of  Brighton,  Franklin  County,  N.Y.  Emma 
is  the  wife  of  Professor  Enoch  C.  Adams, 
principal  of  the  high  school  at  Newburyport, 
Mass.  Frank  resides  in  Frankfort,  Ky. 
Julia  married  William  VV.  Smith,  a  lawyer  in 
active  practice  at  Saratoga,  N.Y.  Helen  mar- 
ried Frank  Belden,  a  successful  farmer  of  East 
Whately,  Mass.  ]>^alph  W.  carries  on  a  farm 
adjoining  the  old  homestead. 

Politically,  Mr.  Haff  is  a  Democrat,  "born 
so,"  as  he  humorously  says.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  in  1836  for  Martin  Van 
lUiren. 


(JOSEPH  WARNER,  M.D.,  the  leading 
medical  practitioner  of  the  old  school 
at  Crown  Point,  Essex  County,  was 
born  September  12,  183 1,  at  i'oultney,  \'t., 
and  comes  from  stanch  Revolutionary  stock. 
Colonel  Seth  Warner,  the  hero  and  patriot, 
being  the  migrating  ancestor.  Colonel 
Warner  was  associated  with  Colonel  l^than 
Allen,  the  former  taking  Crown  Point  at  about 
the  same  time  that  the  latter  captured  Ticon- 
dcroga,  and  in  Thoni[)son's  historical  novel, 
entitled  "The  Green  Mountain  IJoys, "  is 
known  as  Colonel  Warrington.  Dr.  Warner's 
grandfather,    Joseph    Warner,    was    born    and 


reared  in  Connecticut,  but  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age  in  .Sucliniry,  Vt.  He  married  a 
Miss  Little,  who  bore  him  six  children,  and 
survived  him  some  years,  spending  her  last 
days  in  I'oultney. 

Almon  Warner,  the  Doctor's  father,  was 
born  in  1794  at  Sudbury,  Vt.,  where  he  ac- 
quired the  iiuiimenls  of  his  education,  com- 
pleting his  stutlies  at  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, after  which  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  was  an  active  practitioner  in  Castleton  the 
larger  portion  of  his  life,  dying  there  in  1862. 
For  thirty-four  years  he  was  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court  in  the  P'air  Haven  district, 
discharging  his  duties  with  ability,  besides 
attending  to  his  large  legal  practice.  He  ac- 
quired a  comfortable  property,  though  he  was 
never  wealthy.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  afterward  a  Republican.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  C.  Conkey.  Her 
parents  came  to  this  country  from  the  north  of 
Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Almon  Warner  reared 
three  of  their  four  children,  namely:  Caro- 
line M.,  who  married  Henry  Rathbun,  a  com- 
mission merchant,  of  New  York  City,  and 
died  in  middle  life,  leaving  one  son;  James 
A.,  who  was  an  editor  and  attcirney  in  Soutii- 
ern  Arkan.sas  anil  Louisiana,  and  died  in 
Alexandria,  La.,  in  1861,  leaving  a  wife ;  and 
Joseph,  our  special  subject.  The  mother  died 
at  Castleton,  Vt.,  in  1859,  aged  sixty-four 
years. 

Joseph  Warner  received  a  liberal  education, 
being  fitted  for  college  at  Castleton  Seminary, 
which  was  then  a  popular  school,  receiving 
many  of  its  pupils  from  the  Southern   States. 
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He  first  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
1854  at  El  Dorado,  Ark.,  where  he  attained  a 
fair  measure  of  success.  But  when  tiie  war 
cloud  arose  he  returned  to  the  familiar  scenes 
of  his  childhood,  subsequently  establishing 
himself  at  Bridport,  Vt.,  where  he  remained 
in  active  practice  twenty  years.  In  1880  the 
Doctor  came  to  Crown  Point,  where  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  he  has  enjoyed  a  wide  and 
lucrative  i)ractice.  To  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  medicine,  he  has  the  added  benefit  of  a  ripe 
experience,  which,  with  his  recognized  ability, 
has  won  for  him  the  confidence  of  his  many 
patients,  and  given  him  a  place  of  eminence 
among  his  ]irofessional  lirethren.  Socially, 
Dr.  Warner  is  a  Master  Mason,  antl  also  a 
member  of  the  Addison  County  (VermoiU)  and 
the  Essex  County  (New  York^  Medical  Asso- 
ciations. He  is  an  uncomjiromising  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  in  which  he  has  ever  taken 
a  deep  interest. 

The  Doctor  celebrated  his  union  with  Isa- 
bella Taylor,  of  Bridport,  Vl.,  in  Burling- 
ton, that  State,  July  4,  1863.  .Slu'  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Horace  Taylor,  who  served 
under  General  Kil]i;itrick  in  the  Rebellion, 
and  gave  his  life  for  his  country,  dying  in  the 
hospital  at  Richmond,  V'a.,  while  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  leaving  his  widow  with 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Two  of  the 
sons,  William  and  Charles  II.,  served  in  the 
war  with  their  father.  William  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Westville,  N.V.  :  and  Charles  is  at  tlie 
Soldiers'  Home  in  I'ennington,  \'t.  The 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Warner  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  the  following  being  their  record: 


Minnie  Belle  resides  at  home;  James  A.,  a 
farmer  in  this  town,  is  married  and  has  one 
son  and  one  daughter;  Henry  H.,  unmariied, 
is  a  reporter  on  the  Cincinnati  Pox/,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio;  William  R.  resides  in  Vergennes, 
Vt. ;  and  George  A.,  the  youngest,  is  a  student 
in  the  Albany  Business  College. 


,0B1';RT  SHERLOCK,  a  late  resident 
of  Ellenburg  Depot,  Clinton  County, 
N.Y.,  who  died  F"ebruary  6,  1895, 
was  born  in  I'lattsburg  in  the  year  1825.  His 
parents,  Christopher  and  Mary  (Souren)  .Sher- 
lock, natives  of  Ireland,  came  to  this  country 
in  1820,  bringing  their  eldest  child,  a  daugh- 
ter. Christopher  -Sherlock  settled  in  I'latts- 
burg, N.V.,  and  worked  at  his  trade  of  shoe- 
making,  later  moving  to  .Schuyler's  Falls,  and 
from  there  to  Russell,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
where  he  followed  farming.  His  last  \-ears 
were  spent  in  Mooers.  Three  sons  and  a 
(kuighter  were  born  after  he  and  his  wife  came 
to  this  country,  making  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mrs.  Margaret  Casey  now  a 
widow,  residing  in  Plattsburg;  Robert  -Sher- 
lock, whose  name  aiipears  as  the  sul)ject  of 
this  brief  biograpliy ;  Mrs.  Catherine  Morgan, 
who  died  in  Norwood,  N.\'.,  leaving  seven 
children;  James  -Sherlock,  of  Colorado;  and 
Andrew  Sherlock,  who  died  in  St.  Albans,  Vt. 
When  Robert  Sherlock  started  out  in  life, 
he  possessed  no  cash  capital.  In  1856  he 
went  to  I'otsdam,  .St.  Lawrence  County,  N.Y.; 
and,  after  woiking  for  two  years  in  the  tlonr- 
mill  at  that  place,  he   removed   to   Waterbury, 
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Vt.,  where  he  was  similar]}'  employed.  The 
following  year  he  settled  in  Mooers,  Clinton 
County,  anil  continued  in  the  same  husiness 
for  himself  up  to  1863,  when  he  sold  out,  and 
embarked  in  a  mercantile  and  lumber  business 
with  his  two  brothers,  James  and  Andrew, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Sherlock  Brothers. 
They  purchased  a  tract  of  land  about  four 
miles  square  in  the  town  of  Altona,  on  which 
they  erected  a  large  steam-mill  with  two 
eighty-horse  power  boilers,  and  did  an  exten- 
sive business,  having  at  times  as  many  as  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  in  their  employ.  They 
manufacture  lumber  of  various  kinds,  such  as 
boards,  lath,  shingles,  and  staves.  The  mill 
being  burned  in  1S78,  involving  a  loss  of 
about  forty  thousand  dollars,  they  rebuilt  the 
plant  soon  after;  but  it  was  again  destroyed 
by  tire  in  1880.  Mr.  Sherlock  then  came  to 
I'-llenburg  Depot,  and  started  a  twenty-acre 
hop  field;  and  in  connection  therewith  he 
dealt  cpiite  largely  in  hay.  Later  on  he  en- 
gaged in  charcoal  burning,  building  five  kilns, 
at  a  cost  of  one  thousand  tlollars  each.  In 
1889  he  began  to  get  out  pulp-wood  for  the 
paper-mills,  being  the  first  in  this  section  to 
take  up  that  business.  He  also  dealt  in  hard 
wood,  hemlock  timber,  and  tan  bark.  The 
wood  he  sold  to  the  railroad,  shipjiing  as  high 
as  one  thousand  carloads  per  year. 

Mr.  Sherlock  was  widely  known,  being  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  successful  business 
men  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  had  re- 
cently purchased  a  tract  of  eight  humlred 
acres,  covered  with  timber  suitable  for  pulp, 
on    Chateaugay    Lake;  and   it  was  while   sign- 


ing a  contract  to  furnish  a  large  amount  of 
pulp-wood  in  Ontario  that  he  was  stricken 
with  apoplexy,  which  terminated  in  his  death 
eleven  days  later.  He  was  a  strong,  robust 
man,  weighing  two  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds, 
and  had  scarcely  had  a  sick  day  in  his  life  be- 
fore this  fatal  stroke,  which  was  brought  on  by 
overwork  and  excitement,  driving  a  fractious 
horse,  the  day  being  stormy.  He  was  in 
Dexter,  Jefferson  County,  N.Y.,  at  the  time, 
having  been  apparently  as  well  as  ever  when 
he  left  his  home  on  Thursday  morning.  The 
burial  was  at  Ellenburg  Corners.  Mr.  Sher- 
lock was  not,  as  a  rule,  particularly  active  in 
political  matters.  He  was  interested  in  edu- 
cation, and,  while  a  resident  of  Mooers,  served 
very  acceptably  as  Supervisor  of  Schools. 

Mr.  Sherlock  was  married  in  Potsdam,  De- 
cember 26,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  Halligan,  of 
that  place,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Julia  (Mc- 
Ouail)  Halligan,  both  of  whom  came  to  this 
country  from  Ireland.  Her  father  was  a  [iros- 
perous  farmer.  He  died  in  1848  at  forty-nine 
years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  in  Madrid,  N.Y.,  in  1875,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five.  They  reared  a  family  of 
five  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Sherlock  and  her 
brother  Michael  Halligan  are  the  only  ones 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherlock  had  four  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  a  daughter:  Charles,  un- 
married, living  in  Chicago,  111.;  James  R.,  a 
railroad  conductor  in  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  who 
has  a  wife  and  one  daughter;  Jennie  Maria, 
who  died  in  1SS6,  at  twenty-two  years  of  age; 
Frederick  W'.,  who  was  born  in  Mooers,  N.Y., 
October  18,  1869. 
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P'rcderick  W.  Slictiock  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  tlie  schools  of  Montreal,  and  is  a 
young  man  of  su])erior  business  ability.  He 
has  succeeded  his  father  in  the  pulp  and  gen- 
eral wood  business,  and  has  about  one  hun- 
dred men  in  his  employ.  Mrs.  Sherlock  is 
the  administratrix  of  her  husband's  estate, 
and  in  the  business  connected  therewith  is 
greatly  assisted  by  this  son.  They  make  their 
home  in  the  large  house  that  Mr.  Sherlock 
purchased  two  years  before  his  death.  It  was 
built  for  Dr.  H.  II.  Rust,  and  is  one  of  the 
finest  residences  in  the  place. 


""C^ /alter    M.    I\ 

V^V^      known  furnitur 


MARVIN,  a  well- 
ire  dealer  and  under- 
taker of  Elizabcthtown,  I-^ssex  County,  N.Y., 
son  of  lulgar  M.  and  Susan  T.  (Allen)  Marvin, 
was  born  in  this  town,  November  7,  1856. 
Mr.  Marvin's  grandfather,  Menry  Marvin,  who 
was  born  June  22,  1786,  and  in  early  manhood 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  Vermont,  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  and  in 
the  War  of  1S12.  He  and  his  wife,  Betsey 
Simonds,  whom  he  married  on  December  31, 
1809,  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children. 

lulgar  M.  Marvin,  son  of  Henry,  was  born 
in  Williston,  Vt.  In  early  manhood  he  set- 
tled in  IClizabethtown,  N.Y.,  and  in  i8.|5  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness, undertakers  at  that  time  being  also  man- 
ufacturers of  coffins.  His  death  took  place 
in  1887.  An  energetic  and  capable  man  of 
affairs,  he  was  for  many  years  closely  iden- 
tified   with    local     public    interests,    being    a 


member  of  the  Hoanl  of  lulucation,  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  six  years,  and  Overseer  of 
the  I'oor  for  over  ten  years,  in  which  posi- 
tions he  rentlered  most  efficient  and  valuable 
service.  He  married  in  1848  Susan  T. 
Allen,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Allen,  of  Eliza- 
bcthtown, and  a  descendant  of  a  brother  of 
Ethan  Allen  of  Revolutionary  fame.  .She 
becamo  the  mother  of  seven  children,  as  fid- 
lows:  Tieorge  I"".,  who  was  born  in  1850; 
lulgar  A.,  born  in  1855;  Walter  M.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Charles  A.,  born  in 
1862;  Lucy  R.,  born  in  1865;  Mary  A., 
born  in  1867;  and  Harris  J.,  born  in  1874. 
Walter  M.  Marvin  comjileted  his  education 
at  the  IClizabethtown  High  School,  and,  when 
a  young  man,  entered  his  father's  factory, 
where  he  learnetl  the  cabinet-making  ti'ade. 
He  was  Later  admitted  to  jiartnership,  which 
continued  until  his  father's  death,  and  since 
that  time  has  carried  on  the  business  alone. 
He  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  busi- 
ness man,  alive  to  the  progressive  tendencies 
of  the  time,  and  by  his  able  management  has 
developed  a  large  and  pi'ofitable  trade.  In 
]iolitics  he  is  a  Republican,  and,  although 
h.'iving  uf)  aspirations  for  ]>oIitical  promi- 
nence, has  been  prevailed  upon  to  serve  as 
a  Trustee  of  the  village,  a  position  which  he 
occupied  for  six  years,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Hoard  of  Ivlucation  for  eight  years,  dur- 
ing the  last  two  j'cars  of  which  he  acted  as 
President.  He  is  a  member  of  Adiroiulack 
Lodge,  No.  602,  A.  V.  &  A.  ]\L,  of  wiiich 
he  has  been  Master  for  four  years,  and  has 
since  been  Treasurer,    and   has   just    been    re- 
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elected  Master.  He  is  at  the  jircscnt  time 
fillin<;  his  tliirtl  term  as  foreman  of  the  Hose 
Coni]iaii)'. 

On  May  15,  1874,  Mr.  Marvin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Emma  Young,  daughter  of 
James  and  Harriet  Young,  of  Essex.  They 
have  four  children  —  Fred  A.,  Edgar  M., 
]?essie  M.,  and  Jennie  S. 

Physically  of  good  proportions,  with  a  well- 
knit  muscular  frame,  Mr.  Marvin  has  the 
reputation  of  being  a  most  genial  and  noble- 
hearted  gentleman,  who  always  looks  upon  the 
bright  side  of  everything.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  contributes  liberally  toward  its  support. 

Charles  A.  Marvin,  a  younger  brother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  fitted  for  college  at 
the  high  school  in  Elizabethtovvn,  was  gradu- 
ated at  Union  College,  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
and  then  began  the  study  of  law  with  the  firm 
of  Hand,  Kellogg  &  Hale.  After  close  appli- 
cation to  his  studies  for  two  years  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1S90,  and  practised  his 
profession  in  Elizabethtown  until  1S94,  when 
he  went  West.  He  is  now  in  partnershij)  with 
Peter  Parks  in  Detroit,  Mich. 


LMER  FRANCIS  BOTSFORD,  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Beckwith  &  Bots- 
ford  of  Plattsburg,  and  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Beckwith,  Botsford  &  Coats  of  Saranac 
Lake,  P'ranklin  County,  is  a  prominent  and 
rising  young  lawyer  of  Clinton  County,  who 
has  already  established  a  good  reputation  as 
a  careful    adviser    and    a    shrewd    and    skilful 


cross-e.\amincr.  He  was  born  November  24, 
1861,  at  Burke,  Franklin  County,  son  of 
Henry  and  Jennie  (Bromley)  Botsford. 

His  grandfather,  Loren  Botsford,  son  of 
Warren  Botsfonl,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 
When  a  young  man,  he  settled  in  Burke, 
N.Y.,  where  he  was  a  pioneer,  and  was  the 
first  supervisor  of  the  town.  He  married 
Emily  Thayer,  of  Thayer's  Corners,  that  place 
having  received  its  name  in  honor  of  her  fam- 
ily. They  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  a  son,  Henry,  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  Henry  Botsford  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools,  and,  when  of  age, 
bought  a  farm  near  the  parental  homestead, 
on  which  he  was  successfully"  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  decease  in  1890.  He  mar- 
ried Jennie  Bromley,  of  Constable,  N.Y.,  a 
daughter  of  Cleveland  Bromley,  of  Grand 
Rapids,    Mich. 

Elmer  F.  Botsford  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
town,  being  afterward  fitted  for  college  at 
Franklin  Academy  in  Malone,  Franklin 
County.  He  subsequently  entered  Dartmouth 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1886.  Since  leaving  home,  Mr. 
Botsford  has  maintained  himself,  and  paid  his 
entire  college  expenses  by  his  own  unaided 
efforts.  He  began  teaching,  school  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  and  after  his  gradua- 
tion taught  in  Franklin,  Vt.,  and  West  Chazy, 
N.Y.,  in  the  mean  time  studying  law  out  of 
school  hours  with  Beckwith,  Barnard  & 
Wheeler  of  Plattsburg,  being  admitted  to 
the    bar    November    30,     1889.      Mr.    Botsford 
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purchased  the  extensive  law  library  of  Judge 
Daniel  Masters  (deceased),  and  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  this  city,  contin- 
uing alone  successfully  for  one  year.  In  1890 
he  formed  a  partnershi[i  with  the  Hon.  George 
H.  Beckwith,  under  the  firm  name  given 
above,  and  has  since  established  a  branch  of- 
fice at  Saranac  Lake,  Franklin  County,  under 
the  name  of  Beckwith,  Botsford  &  Coats,  Mr. 
Coats  having  been  admitted  to  partnership 
with  the  first-named  firm. 

Mr.  Botsford  and  Katherine  L.  Lyon,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  E.  M.  and  Mary  Benedict 
Lyon,  were  united  in  marriage  on  June  27, 
1892.  Mr.  Botsford  is  a  popular  and  valued 
member  of  several  social  organizations,  in- 
cluding the  Neshoba  Lodge,  No.  78,  Indcpen 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  Malone,  the 
Frontier  Lodge,  No.  74,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Franklin,  Vt.,  also  the  Psi  Upsilon  fraternity 
and  the  Psi  Upsilon  Club  of  New  York,  and 
Lakeside  Club  of  this  city.  In  1894  he  was 
honored  with  the  degree  of  M.A.,  which  was 
conferred  on  him  by  his  Alma  Mater  in  the 
month  of  Jime.  Since  his  first  settlement  in 
this  city  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  volun- 
teer fire  department,  and  was  twice  elected 
chief  engineer,  but  finally  resigned  to  attend 
to  his  other  duties.  He  is  a  Director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Plattsburg.  Mr. 
Botsford  has  always  been  a  sound  supporter  of 
the  principles  promulgated  by  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  never  been  actively  engaged 
in  politics.  He  and  his  wife  arc  wortliy 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  By  his 
sterling  integrity  and   unfailing  courtesy    Mr. 


Botsford   has  won  an   assured   position   amon^ 
the  most  esteemed  residents  of  Plattsburg. 


Ca)TARRISON  ALVIN  WOOD,  clerk  of 
Clinton  County,  New  York,  is  a  fine 
representative  of  the  native-born 
citizens  of  the  county,  Chazy  being  the  place 
of  his  birth  and  July  19,  1840,  the  date  thereof. 
His  father,  Alvin  H.  Wood,  was  a  native  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State,  having  been  born 
at  Grand  Isle,  on  Lake  Champlain.  He  was 
one  of  four  children,  his  brothers  being  Amasa 
and  William,  and  his  sister  Persis.  Their 
father,  Solomon  Wood,  who  was  a  millwright 
by  trade,  lived  in  various  [jlaces,  his  last  resi- 
dence having  been  in  West  Chazy. 

Alvin  H.  Wood  commenced  his  working 
life  as  sawyer  in  a  saw-mill,  continuing  thus 
employed  for  several  years,  but  later  devoted 
his  attention  to  farming.  After  his  marriage 
he  removed  to  Ohio,  making  the  entire  jour- 
ney with  teams,  and  expected  to  settle  perma- 
nently in  that  State,  landing,  however,  that 
the  climate  did  not  agree  with  him,  he  soon 
returned  to  New  York,  where  he  subsequently 
invested  in  land,  becoming  the  oxVner  of  farms 
in  different  towns  in  Clinton  Count)-.  Be- 
sides tilling  the  soil,  he  also  worked  at  iiis 
former  occupation,  operating  saw-mills  in 
connection  with  farming,  and  being  quite  suc- 
cessful in  both  pursuits.  He  spent  his  last 
years  in  the  town  of  Chazy,  departing  this 
life  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  ]-;ieanor  Townsend, 
was  a  native  of   New  England  and  a  daughter 


58 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


of  Amasa  Townscnd.  She  jiasscd  from  earth 
when  but  t'ifty-ci_L;ht  years  old,  leaving  six  cliil- 
ilren;  namely,  I'arthcna,  Elea/x-r  D.,  Sarah  A., 
I'Hlen  I\T.,  Sojihia  M.,  and  Harrison  Alvin. 

Harrison  A.  Wood  was  the  youngest  cliild 
of  the  parental  household.  After  he  had 
mastered  the  various  branches  taught  in  the 
district  seliool,  he  continued  his  studies  at  the 
Troy  C'onferencc  Academy  at  I'oultney,  Vt. 
ISeing  well  fitted  now  for  active  duties,  he 
began  his  life  woi'k  when  a  youth  of  nineteen 
years  by  teaching  in  the  tlistrict  school  in 
the  town  of  Mooers,  in  this  county,  succceil- 
ing  so  well  that  he  was  thus  engaged  for  three 
winter  terms.  Mr.  Wood  afterward  accepted 
tlie  position  of  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  West 
Chazy,  remaining  there  one  year.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1862,  he  came  to  I'lattsburg, 
accepting  the  office  of  Deputy  Clerk  under 
Miner  Chamberlain,  county  clerk,  remaining 
with  him  two  years.  Mr.  Wood  was  next  em- 
|doyed  by  tlie  T5i-adstreet  Mercantile  Agency, 
with  heaiKpiarters  in  l?oston,  l)ut  |-esigned  the 
position  to  liecome  book-keei)er  for  .S.  P. 
I')Owen  &  Co.,  iion  manufacturers  at  Cla\'- 
fiurg,  N.Y.,  C(nitiuinng  with  the  firm  and 
their  successors  until  1S95.  l'"or  nearly  ten 
3'ears  lie  was  the  head  book-keeper,  Init  in 
1875  became  superintendent  of  the  works, 
and  located  at  Trondale.  Two  years  later  he 
removed  to  Moffittsville,  in  this  count}',  tak- 
ing charge  of  the  works  there  until  1893, 
when  he  was  made  assistant  to  the  general 
managi'r  of  the  Chateaugay  (^re  and  Iron  Com- 
jiaiiy,  having  control  of  the  works  ;il  Moffitts- 
ville,   Cla)d)urg,    and   Chateaugay    Lake,    with 


headquarters  at  Lyon  Mountain,  whither  he 
removed  in  January,  1895.  Soon  afterward, 
being  elected  County  Clerk,  Mr.  Wood  re- 
mo\ed  to  I'lattsburg,  and,  ])urchasing  a  pleas- 
ant building  lot,  erected  a  dwelling-house  for 
himself  and  family,  and  has  become  identified 
with  the  best  interests  of  the  place. 

On  September  iS,  1867,  Mr.  Wood  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Z.  Calista  At- 
wood,  who  was  born  in  West  Chazy,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Luna  (Church)  At- 
wooil.  Their  home  has  been  brightened  b)' 
the  birth  of  one  child,  a  son,  named  William 
Alvin. 

Mr.  Wood  has  ever  been  infiuential  in  judi- 
lic,  iiolitical,  and  social  life,  as  well  as  in 
business  circles.  He  is  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1864.  In  1877  he  was  apiiointed 
a  member  of  the  County  ]?oard  of  Supervisors, 
and  was  elected  to  that  position  in  1S82,  1883, 
1886,  1890,  and  1892,  being  chairman  of 
the  board  during  the  latter  year.  He  has 
served  as  a  delegate  to  one  .State  convention, 
and  to  several  county  and  district  conventions, 
devoting  his  time  and  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  his  party.  .Socially,  Mr.  Wood  is  a 
member  of  Clinton  Lodge,  No.  155,  A.  1".  & 
A.  M.;  of  the  I'lattsburg  Chapter,  No.  39, 
Royal  Arch  Masons;  and  of  De  Soto  Com- 
mandery.  No.  49,  Knights  Templars.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  Clinton  County  Agricult- 
ural'Society,  and  was  formerl)'  a  Director  in 
tlu'  Iron  National  15ank,  serving  in  every  ca- 
l)acity  with  fidelit)'  and  efficiency. 
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ARRISON  W.  FOOTE,  Town  Clerk 
\F^J_  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Crown 
Point,  Essex  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  at  Corn- 
wall, Addison  County,  Vt.,  March  8,  1834. 
His  father,  Abram  Footc,  was  a  son  of  David 
Foote,  Jr.,  who  removed  from  Connecticut  to 
Cornwall  in  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  lived  there  until  his  demise  in 
181 3,  being  a  well-known  tavern-keeper  and 
farmer.  The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of 
David  Foote,  Jr.,  was  Mehitabel  Post.  She 
bore  him  four  children  —  Betsey,  Abram, 
Martha  M.,  and  David.  Betsey  Foote,  wife 
of  Truman  Eells,  died  in  middle  life,  leaving 
three  of  her  four  children;  Martha  M.,  who 
died  in  1874,  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Davis,  a 
farmer  of  this  place,  and  bore  him  six  chil- 
dren; the  Rev.  David  Foote,  a  Baptist  min- 
ister, died  in  the  prime  of  manhood.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  the  grand- 
mother was  twice  married,  her  last  liusbantl 
being  Judge  Samuel  Murdock,  of  Crown 
Point,  a  man  of  some  distinction  in  his  day 
and  the  owner  of  much  of  the  land  at  Long 
Point. 

Abram  Foote  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Vt.,  in 
1805,  and  there  passed  his  long  and  useful 
life.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  work  from 
his  earliest  days,  finally  becoming  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  his  na- 
tive town.  He  was  public-spirited  and  pro- 
gressive, taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  aid- 
ing the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  place, 
.serving  three  terms  as  Representative  in  the 
.State  legislature,  besides  holding  various  local 
offices.      In  1825  he  married   Orjiha   William- 


son, who  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  daugh- 
ters born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abraham  William- 
son, her  father  being  a  wealthy  farmer  of 
Middlebury,  Vt.,  owning  much  real  estate 
there  and  in  the  neighlxu-ing  town  of  CcH'n- 
wall.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abram  Foote  lost  their 
first  child  in  infancy,  afterward  rearing  four 
children,  as  follows:  Marshall  W.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  Rollin  A.,  re- 
siding on  the  old  homestead  in  Ccu-nwall; 
Garrison  \V.  ;  and  Emma  O.  P.,  wife  of 
Alvcrton  S.  ]5ingham,  a  farmer  in  Cornwall. 
The  mother  died  in  1851,  aged  forty-seven 
years,  and  the  father  subsequently  married 
Mrs.  Elsie  Hawkins,  born  Wright,  who,  after 
his  death,  whicli  occurred  in  Middlebuiy, 
Vt.,  in  1876,  resided  for  a  time  in  Michigan, 
and  later  in  Liwa,  and  at  present  is  living  in 
California. 

Garrison  W.  Foote  is  a  man  of  versatile 
talents,  which  he  has  put  to  good  use,  having 
worked  at  agricultural,  mcclianical,  and  manu- 
facturing labors.  Until  twenty  years  of  age 
he  assisted  on  the  home  farm,  the  following- 
year  being  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits, 
and,  on  attaining  his  majority,  became  a  sales- 
luan  in  a  country  store  at  Cornwall.  Three 
years  later  Mr.  l^'oote  jjegan  the  manufacliue 
of  shingles,  remaining  in  Cornwall  until 
after  his  marriage  in  1859.  Removing  with 
his  family  to  Pomfret,  Windsor  County,  Vt., 
in  1864,  he  lived  there  eight  years,  the  first 
three  being  engaged  in  general  farming,  and 
the  last  five  working  as  a  wheelwright.  Going 
thence  to  Burlington,  Vt.,  he  served  for  a 
time  as   Superintendent   of   the    Home   of   the 
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I'ricndless,  his  wife  being  matron  of  the  in- 
stitution. After  residing  temporarily  at 
Vergenncs,  Vt.,  they  came  to  Crown  Point  in 
June,  1873,  Mr.  Foote  accepting  a  position 
in  the  Pond  factory,  vvliich  was  then  owned  by 
Fobes  &  Mammond,  remaining  there  about 
eight  years.  In  1883  lie  opened  a  store  of 
general  merchandise,  in  which  he  conducted  a 
good  business  until  1891. 

i\Ir.  I-"oote  has  been  identified  with  the  pub- 
lic interests  of  the  town  for  many  years,  hav- 
ing served  as  Justice  of  the  Sessions  two 
terms,  as  Inspector  and  Clerk  of  Elections  at 
different  times,  as  Town  Clerk  for  sixteen 
years,  and  as  Justice  of  the  IVace  since  1879. 
In  1892  he  established  himself  in  the  general 
insurance  business.  He  is  also  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Crown  Point  Knitting  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders. 
Politically,  he  is  a  sound  Republican,  and, 
•  religiously,  a  devoted  Congregationalist,  be- 
ing a  Deacon  of  the  church,  antl  his  wife  a 
member. 

Mr.  P'oote  was  united  in  marriage  January 
6,  1859,  to  Harriet  A.  Sperry,  one  of  three 
children,  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  born 
to  Joseph  K.  and  Direxa  (Ilapgood)  Sperry, 
of  Cornwall.  One  of  Mrs.  Foote's  brothers, 
Albert  A.  .S|)erry,  a  farmer,  died  in  Cornwall, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years;  the  other, 
Charles  A.  Sperry,  M.I).,  resides  in  Quechee, 
Vt.  Their  father,  born  in  Cornwall  in  1804, 
(lied  in  1879  at  the  age  of  nearly  seventy-five 
years,  their  mother,  born  in  Massachusetts  in 
1805,  surviving  to  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
four    years.      Mr.    and    Mrs.    l'"oote   have   been 


deeply  bereaved  by  the  loss  of  their  two  chil- 
dren, one  having  passed  away  in  infancy,  and 
William  G.,  who  was  never  ]ihysically  strong, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 


B 


ARIUS  W.  MARSH,  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Beekmantown,  Clinton 
County,  N.Y.,  and  one  of  the  few 
who  in  these  days  are  to  be  found  carrying  on 
the  old  farms  where  their  fathers  toiled  and 
earned  a  livelihood,  was  born  on  March  16, 
1 82 1,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Martha 
(Howe)  Marsh. 

Charles  Marsh  was  a  son  of  George  and 
Catherine  (Kilbourn)  Marsh,  of  Litchfield, 
Conn.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith; 
and  during  his  life  he  combined  that  trade 
with  the  vocation  of  a  farmer,  his  last  years 
being  spent  in  Beekmantown,  whither  he  re- 
moved after  his  father's  decease.  The  farm 
which  he  ownetl  in  this  place  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  his  son  Darius,  the  leading  subject  of 
this  biographical  sketch.  His  union  with 
Miss  Martha  Howe  was  solemnized  on  Novem- 
ber 25,  1799.  She  was  born  in  Canaan, 
Conn.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Chloe 
(Rowlson)  Howe.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Marsh,  as  follows: 
Chloe,  who  died  in  Plain  City  on  October  8, 
1864;  Harry,  who  was  born  in  1804,  and  died 
in  Urbana,  Ohio,  on  November  9,  1895; 
Charles,  who  died  in  New  York  City;  Orson, 
who  was  living  in  Urbana,  Ohio,  at  the  time 
of  his  last  sickness,  and  who  died  on  June  22, 
1832,  in   Cleveland,  while  on   his  way   home; 
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Silas  H.,  a  resident  of  Clinton  County,  who 
(lied  on  January  15,  1839;  Martha,  who  died 
on  July  4,  1 819;  Margaret,  the  widow  of 
Franklin  L.  Childs,  livini;  in  Deccitur,  111.  ; 
Darius  \V. ;  Martha,  second,  who  died  on 
August  22,  1851;  and  Esther  Elizabeth,  who 
married  James  M.  Stickles  (deceased),  of 
Schuyler's  Falls,  N.Y.,  and  died  April  29, 
1854.  All  the  children  receivetl  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  After  their  mother's 
death  their  father  married  Miss  Hannah 
Everts,  who  was  born  on  March  29,  1785. 
There  were  no  children  by  this  union.  Mr. 
Marsh  died  on  March  5,   1837. 

Previous  to  his  father's  death  Darius  \V. 
Marsh  had  been  an  attendant  of  the  district 
school,  and  had  thus  acquired  a  good  knowl- 
edge of  the  common  branches  of  study.  He 
remained  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  brother 
Silas  until  the  latter's  death,  after  which  he 
lived  with  his  step-mother  and  two  younger 
sisters  for  about  a  year.  In  the  spring  of 
1839  ^^  went  to  Ohio,  but  a  year  later  he  re- 
turned to  Clinton  County;  and  since  that  time, 
with  the  exception  of  two  months  in  the  fall 
of  1840,  when  he  worked  in  Hinesburg,  Vt., 
on  a  farm  during  harvesting,  he  has  lived  on 
the  old  homestead,  of  which  he  is  now  the 
owner.  This  is  probably  one  of  the  oldest 
farms  in  the  county,  and  under  his  judicious 
management  it  still  holds  its  place  among  the 
best,  everything  about  the  place  bearing  evi- 
dence of  the  practical,  painstaking  agricult- 
urist. The  old  house  that  was  standing  at 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  during 
which  it  received  several  shots,  gave  way  to  a 


modern  dwelling  in  1 86 1.  Mr.  Marsh  was 
first  married  on  April  6,  1S42,  to  Miss  Ruby 
A.  Cross,  of  Champlain,  Clinton  County,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Rev.  A.  D. 
Brinkerhoff.  Mrs.  Ruliy  A.  Marsh  was  born 
on  November  26,  1S19,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Moses  Cross,  of  Chamjilain.  Two  sons  were 
the  fruit  of  this  union,  namely:  Charles  II., 
born  January  27,  1847,  died  March  18,  r866; 
and  Silas  W.,  who  was  born  May  9,  1S50, 
married  Miss  Emma  Mihill,  and  lives  near 
Rochester,  N.Y.  Their  mother  died  on  Octo- 
ber 13,  1S61.  On  September  17,  1862,  Mr. 
Marsh  married  his  present  wife,  formerly  Mis^ 
Laura  C.  Heaton,  who  was  born  in  Chazy, 
Clinton  County,  on  January  3,  1839,  (laughter 
of  Parley  Heaton,  who  during  his  life  was  a 
successful  farmer  of  Chazy.  The  eight  chil- 
dren of  this  second  marriage  are  the  follow- 
ing: Esther  Amelia,  born  March  3,  1864, 
who  married  Herbert  L.  Scribner,  of  Platts- 
burg; Herbert  L.,  who  died  September  4, 
1894;  Annie  G.,  the  wife  of  Grant  Mooney, 
of  Beekmantown;  Harry,  born  PY-bruary  26, 
1870,  who  married  Miss  Mabel  Oliver,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  "near  the  old  home- 
stead; Julia  L.,  born  October  27,  1871,  resid- 
ing at  home;  Laura  C,  born  July  8,  1874, 
also  living  at  home;  P'red  I).,  born  {'"ebruary 
II,  1878;  and  Parley  Ransom,  who  was  born 
June  16,  1885,  and  died  March  12,  1887.  All 
were  given  the  advantage  of  the  best  education 
obtainable  in  the  schools  of  Clinton  County. 

Mr.  Marsh  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  William  Henry  Harrison,  and  since  the 
formation  of   the   Republican    party   has    been 
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one  ()[  its  faithful  supporters  and  an  ardent 
advocate  of  its  principles,  lie  is  now  holding- 
the  office  of  Town  Auditor,  and,  among  the 
other  jiositions  of  responsibility  and  trust  in 
which  he  has  acceptably  served,  are  those  of 
Constable,  Commissioner  of  Highways,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  and  Deputy 
United  States  Assessor  for  six  years.  He 
and  Mrs.  Marsh  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  of  Beekmantown,  and  for  several 
years    he  has  served  as  a  Trustee  of  that  body. 


Oil  UOMAS  FRANCIS  MANNIX,  a  well- 
ejj_  known  journalist,  a  native  of  this  State, 
residing  in  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Malone,  Franklin  County, 
October  26,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  j. 
Mannix.  Early  progenitors  of  the  family 
were  residents  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  although 
the  immediate  ancestors  of  Mr.  Mannix  came 
from  Ireland,  that  being  the  place  of  nativity 
of  his  parents  and  grandparents.  His  grand- 
father, Timothy  Mannix,  who  was  born, 
reared,  and  married  in  the  luiierald  Isle, 
emigrated  to  America  in  1840.  He  located 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  where  his  family  afterward 
joined  him,  and  remained  a  resident  of  that 
city  until  1857,  during  which  year  he  re- 
moved to  New  York,  settling  in  Bellmont, 
[•"ranklin  County,  where  he  bought  land,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Two  years  prior  to  his 
decease  he  moved  to  Malone,  which  was  af- 
terward his  home.  He  married  Margaret 
llickey,  who  bore  him  twelve  children,  all 
of  whom,  with   the  exception   of    Patrick,  who 


died  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  from  the  effect  of 
wounds  received  in  the  Civil  War,  are  still 
living,  the  following  being  their  names: 
James  A.,  Edward  J.,  Mary,  Timothy  B., 
Dennis  I*".,  John  A.,  Margaret  C,  William, 
Ambrose,    Elizabeth,   and   Catherine. 

Edward  J.  Mannix  was  about  five  years  old 
when  he  came  to  America.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Boston,  and  in  that 
city  learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler.  In  1857 
he  removed  to  Malone,  N.Y.,  buying  a  farm 
near  the  village,  and  carried  on  farming  to 
some  extent,  although  his  chief  occupation  was 
in  the  manufacture  of  saddles  and  harness  in 
the  village.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
Civil  War,  he  organized  a  company,  which  was 
designated  as  Company  A,  Ninety-eighth  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  commis- 
sioned Captain  of  the  same.  He  did  brave 
service  for  his  adopted -country  until  his  honor- 
able discharge  on  account  of  physical  disabil- 
ity caused  by  a  sunstroke.  Returning  home, 
he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in 
Malone,  meeting  with  excellent  success.  In 
1866  and  1870  he  became  involved  in  the 
Fenian  movements  against  Canada,  having 
charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Fenian  Brotiier- 
hood  in  Northern  New  York.  For  his  connec- 
tion with  the  raid  of  1870  he,  with  General 
Starr  and  Colonel  Thompson,  was  tried  at 
Canandaigua,  on  charges  preferred  by  the 
United  States  government  for  breaking  of 
tiie  neutrality  laws,  and  sentenced  to  the 
Auburn  State  Prison  for  one  year,  but  was 
pardoned  out  after  three  months.  He  has 
since    been    engaged    in     various     enterprises 
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in  Rlalonc,  being  interested  in  farming,  deal- 
ing to  some  extent  in  real  estate  in  the  Adi- 
rondaci<s,  and  ser\-ing  as  a  Justice  of  the 
I'eace.  He  and  his  wife,  Margaret  McCor- 
mack,  a  native  of  Ireland,  daughter  of  Pat- 
rick and  Ann  McCormack,  became  the  pa- 
rents of  eight  children,  two  of  whom,  both 
boys,  died  in  infancy,  the  following  being 
the  six  now  living:  Joseph  T.,  Thomas  F., 
Edward  I.,  Franklin  P.,  John  A.,  and  Will- 
iam  F. 

Thomas  F.  Mannix  received  a  substantial 
education  in  the  Malone  schools,  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  entered  the  office  of  the 
Franklin  Gazette,  where  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  two  and  one-half  years  at  the 
printer's  trade.  Bright  and  ambitious,  Mr. 
Mannix  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
I5urke  &  Kilbourn  of  Malone,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  New  York  bar  in  iScSo.  lie 
sub.sequently  returned  to  newspaper  work, 
becoming  associated  with  George  H.  Stevens 
and  Julius  Clark  in  establishing  the  Malone 
Fanner,  a  weekly  independent  paper,  and 
organ  of  the  Franklin  County  h'armers'  Club. 
He  was  editor  of  the  paper  one  year,  and 
afterward  associated  with  it  in  other  cai)aci- 
ties  until  1883,  when  he  came  to  I'lattsburg, 
ant!  for  eight  years  ably  filled  the  position  of 
editor  of  the  Morning  Telegram.  On  May 
15,  1 891,  after  working  for  a  brief  time  on 
the  I'lattsburg  Sentinel,  Mr.  Mannix  accepted 
a  position  in  the  custom-house,  whose  duties 
he  performed  with  fidelity  for  two  or  more 
years.  In  the  winter  of  1893-94,  and  again 
the  winter  following,  he   served  as   Assistant 


Librarian  of  the  State  Senate,  being  very 
popular  with  the  members  of  the  legislature. 
In  1894  Mr.  Mannix  once  more  returnetl  to 
journalistic  work,  becoming  editor  of  tiie 
Daily  Press;  and  since  the  interests  of  this 
paper  and  the  Sentinel  were  consolidated  in 
April,  1S95,  he  has  been  associated  with  Mr. 
Lansing  in  the  editorship  of  both  [laijcrs. 
(See  sketch   of  A.    W.    Lansing.) 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mannix  and  Bridget 
Theresa  Healy,  of  Schuyler's  Falls,  Clinton 
County,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ann 
Healy,  took  place  in  1881.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  chiklren  — 
Anne  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Helena.  In  local 
affairs  Mr.  Mannix  holds  an  influential  jjosi- 
tion,  and  is  a  cheerful  worker  in  behalf  of  all 
schemes  conducive  to  the  public  welfare.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Citizens'  Hose  and  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company,  the  John  L.  Stetson 
Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  ant!  of  the  Wadhams 
Institute.  He  is  likewise  a  member  of  the 
Republican  Etiitorial  Association  and  of  the 
New  York  State  Press  Association. 


RLANDO  NELSON  KICNDRICK, 
one  of  the  (dilest  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Keeseville,  Clinton  County,  N.Y., 
wiiere  he  is  now  living  in  retirement,  was  born 
at  Monkton,  Addison  County,  Vt.,  on  Sei)tem- 
ber  28,  I  8  14.  His  i>arenls  were  Lemuel  and 
Sally  (liastman)  Kendrick. 

Lemuel  Kench'ick  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  there  spent  his  mature  years,  working  at 
his   trade  as  a   blacksmith.      He   died   at   his 
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home  in  Monkton  at  sixty-six  years  of  age. 
1 1  is  wife,  Sally  ICastman,  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty-four.  She  bore  him  seven  children,  as 
follows:  Orlando  Nelson,  Mandana,  Helena, 
Lucy,   Delia,  Charlotte,  and  Charles. 

Orlando  N.  Kendrick  spent  thirteen  years  of 
his  school  life  in  Sandy  Llill,  Washington 
County,  N.Y.,  whence  he  removed  with  his 
])arents  to  Monkton,  Vt.  He  afterward  came 
to  Clintonville,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Peru  L'on  Company  as  a  helper  to  Abner  Bemis 
in  their  blacksmith  shop.  About  a  year  later, 
an  accident  happening  to  one  of  their  drivers, 
young  Kendrick  was  taken  out  of  the  shop,  and 
put  in  his  place.  While  in  charge  of  a  team, 
he  continued  to  jjcrform  his  duties  with  the 
same  care  and  diligence  that  had  previously 
characterized  him;  and  a  few  months  later  he 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  foreman,  or 
weigh-master,  in  the  rolling-mill.  Fifteen 
years  later  he  was  made  dock-master  at  the 
firm's  wharves  at  Port  Douglass,  where  he  re- 
mained for  six  years,  or  until  the  introduction 
(if  the  railroad,  when  the  wharves  fell  into  dis- 
use, as  the  larger  part  of  the  freighting  was 
transferred  to  the  railroad.  He  was  then  placed 
as  clerk  in  charge  of  their  general  store  at 
Clintonville,  and  four  years  later  was  ap])ointed 
overseer  of  the  rolling-mills  yard,  serving  in 
this  capacity  for  three  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Rome,  N.Y.,  but  returned  to  Keese- 
ville  the  following  year,  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Rufus  Prescott  as  foreman  of  his 
lumber-yard.  A  dozen  years  later  he  re- 
signed, and  has  since  lived  in  the  peaceful  en- 
joyment of    leisure.      Tliough   now   eighty-one 


years  of  age,  he  is  still  hearty  and  jovial  and 
remarkably  active,  both  physically  and  men- 
tally, never  having  suffered  a  day's  serious 
illness  since  an  attack  of  typhoid  fe\er  when 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  is  a  man  of 
unusual  abstinence,  as  he  never  drank  a  cup 
of  tea,  and  has  never  used  tobacco  in  any 
form. 

Mr.  Kendrick  is  now  living  with  his  third 
wife.  His  first  wife,  Mary  Slocomb,  of  White 
Creek,  N.Y.,  bore  him  five  children,  namely: 
Corinne,  who  married  William  McElroy,  a 
boatman  on  Lake  Champlain,  died  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1894;  Alpheus,  who  went  West  when  a 
young  man,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  as 
a  brakeman,  was  afterward  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  conductor,  continuing  in  that  capac- 
ity until  his  death  a  number  of  years  later; 
Milo  C,  who  at  eighteen  years  of  age  enlisted 
as  a  volunteer  in  the  Union  army  at  the  time 
of  the  Southern  Rebellion,  and,  going  South, 
died  of  fever  at  Morganza;  Edward,  who  left 
home  at  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  settled  in 
Palestine,  Tex.,  where  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  a  ranchman  until  his  death  in  1874; 
and  Helena,  who  married  Orville  Soper,  a 
miller  and  millwright,  of  Monkton,  and  after- 
ward removed  to  I'ond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  where 
her  husband  (now  deceased)  for  some  time  car- 
ried on  a  prosperous  business. 

Mrs.  Mary  Slocomb  Kendrick  died  after 
twenty  years  of  wedded  life;  and  Mr.  Ken- 
drick some  time  later  married  Rhenama  Ames, 
with  whom  he  lived  about  twenty  years. 
His   only  child   by  this   second    marriage   is   a 
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daughter  Charlotte,  who  was  thirteen  years 
old  at  the  time  uf  her  mother's  death,  shortly 
after  the  removal  to  Rome,  N.Y.,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  John  D.  Ilildreth,  an  upholsterer 
in  the  village  of  White  I'lains,  N.Y.  After 
returning  to  Keesevillc,  Mr.  Kendrick  married 
on  July  II,  1876,  Miss  Virginia  M.  Stevens, 
daughter  of  Enos  Stevens,  a  successful  farmer 
of  Keeseville. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kendrick  is  a  Republican. 
He  cast  his  first  I'residential  vote  in  1836  for 
Martin  Van  Buren,  and  has  never  missed  a 
I'residential  election  since  that  time.  For 
twelve  years  he  served  as  Overseer  of  the 
I'oor  for  the  town  of  Chesterfield,  N.Y. 
Mr.  Kendrick  is  an  attendant  of  the  Metho- 
dist church,  of  which  his  wife  is  an  esteemed 
member. 


lUGENE  WYMAN,  cashier  of  the  Citi- 
zen's National  Bank  of  Port  Henry, 
Esse.x  County,  N.Y.,  is  a  man  of  high  stand- 
ing as  a  financier,  and  is  held  in  much  esteem 
as  a  worthy  and  useful  member  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  Wyman,  and  a 
native  of  this  county,  having  been  born  Janu- 
ary 14,  185 1,  at  Schroon. 

In  a  genealogical  work  written  by  one  of  the 
family  the  author  says  that  the  name  of 
Wyman  is  of  Dutch  origin,  and  was  formerly 
spelled  Weyman;  but  Joseph  W^yman,  Mr. 
Wyman's  paternal  grandfather,  used  to  assert 
that  the  family  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  that 
the  first  ancestor  of  whom  we  have  any  knowl- 
edge bought  land  in  Charlestovvn,  Mass.,  in 
1644. 


Joseph  Wyman  was  born  in  Pawlet,  Vt., 
December  26,  1774,  on  the  eve  of  the  out- 
break of  the  Revolution.  He  was  a  millwright 
anil  builder  by  trade,  following  that  occu|ia- 
tion  in  his  Vermont  home  for  many  years. 
On  April  17,  1806,  he  enlisted  as  Ensign  in 
the  Volunteer  Militia  of  that  State,  being  after- 
ward promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  and  re- 
ceiving his  commission  as  Captain  of  the 
P\Trtieth  Brigade  of  Infantry  (jn  February  iS, 
181  5.  He,  in  company  with  his  two  brothers, 
Nahum  and  John,  was  an  early  settler  of 
Schroon  valle}',  where  he  spent  his  last 
years,  dying  there  December  11,  i860.  He 
married  June  2,  iSoo,  Miss  Phcebe  Potter, 
by  whom  he  had  seven  chiUlren  —  David, 
Eliaz,  Volney,  Harry,  Daniel,  Sally,  and 
Joseph,   Jr. 

Daniel  Weyman,  the  fifth  child  as  the  list 
is  here  given,  was  born  at  -Schroon  River,  this 
county,  April  6,  1S16,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Crown  Point,  N.Y.,  September  25,  1893. 
From  his  father  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
millwright  and  carpenter,  and  was  identified 
with  the  construction  and  rei)airs  of  nearly  all 
the  mills,  machinery,  dams,  and  bridges  on 
the  .Schroon  and  Boreas  Rivers  from  1831 
until  1861.  In  1837,  accomitanied  by  his 
brother-in-law,  J.  I'.  Phelps,  now  of  Daven- 
l)ort,  la.,  and  the  late  Samuel  .Shaw,  lie 
took  a  trip  to  the  then  Far  West,  sailing  from 
Port  Henry  on  a  jiacket  bountl  for  Ikiffalo,  via 
the  liric  Canal,  thence  to  Chicago  by  steamer. 
Chicago  was  then  a  small  hamlet;  and  the 
land  now  in  the  heart  of  the  city  was  for  sale 
at   one   dollar  and   twenty-five  cents   i)er  acre, 
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witli  few  buyers.  There  was  no  stage  line 
west  of  Chicago,  the  mail  being  carried  once 
a  week  on  horseback.  Wishing  to  go  as  far 
as  the  Mississijipi,  they  proceeded  on  foot, 
first  arming  themselves  witii  hickory  sticks, 
tiiat  they  might  kill  the  rattlesnakes,  if  mo 
lesteci,  these  reptiles  being  tiien  very  plenti- 
ful on  the  prairie.  I<"in(Iing  that  the  new 
country  was  filled  with  typhoid  fever  malaria, 
they  returned  home  after  a  few  months"  stay. 

Daniel  Wyman  was  very  fontl  of  hunting,  a 
man  of  great  ambition  and  nerve  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  the  acknowledged  leader  in  all  of 
the  hunting  and  fishing  parties  from  Crown 
I'liiut  to  the  Adirondacks,  making  trips  every 
autumn  until  the  year  previous  to  his  death, 
when  the  tlisease  from  which  he  was  a  sufferer 
confined  him  to  his  bed.  The  skin  of  a 
panther,  which  he  slew  after  a  hard  fight,  was 
stuffed  and  sent  to  the  museum  at  Albany.  In 
1856  he  removed  to  Schroon  Lake,  and  there 
bought  an  interest  with  Milton  Sawyer  and 
J.  11.  .Shuh/.  in  the  tannery,  and  for  four 
years  had  full  charge  of  all  the  outside  busi- 
ness. lJis[)Osing  of  his  sliare,  he  then  formed 
a  i)artnershi[)  with  W.  C.  Totter,  and  there 
l)uilt  a  tannery,  and  ran  a  saw-mill  and  a 
general  store  under  the  firm  name  of  Totter  & 
Wyman.  Selling  his  interest  in  these  indus- 
tries in  i86r,  he  removed  to  Crown  Toint, 
where  he  purchased  the  Howe  mill  at  Ham- 
mond Corners,  with  a  view  of  locating  where 
he  could  better  employ  and  educate  his  family. 
Being  well  acquainted  in  the  vicinity,  he  es- 
tablished a  good  business  in  supplying  flour 
and   grain    to    the    jobbers,    and    subsequently 


bought  the  Buck  mill  at  Crown  Toint  Centre, 
and  the  Collins  mill  at  Tort  Henry,  his  object 
being  to  furnish  a  business  for  his  sons.  Two 
of  his  sons,  T'rank  and  Fred,  having  better 
o[iportunities  offered  them  in  the  West  a  few 
years  later,  the  old  Ikick  mill  was  sold; 
and  in  1892  the  Tort  Henry  mill  was  dis- 
posed  of. 

In  politics  Mr.  Daniel  Wyman  was  a  firm 
adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  f(.)rmerly 
Anna  Thelps,  to  whom  he  was  united  in 
1844,  died  May  7,  1882,  leaving  him  four  sons 
and  three  daughters.  In  August,  1883,  he 
married  Mrs.  C.  T.  Briggs,  of  Stillwater, 
N.Y.,  who  sur\'ives  him,  having  tenderly 
nursed  him  through  his  many  months  of  suffer- 
ing. A  brief  record  of  his  children  is  thus 
given:  J.  Wallace  is  a  banker  at  Crown  I'oint; 
Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  J.  Breed,  of 
Crown  Point ;  D.  F.  is  connected  with  the 
Fordyce  Lumber  Company  in  Arkansas; 
Louise  married  Mr.  C.  D.  Hayward,  and  re- 
sides at  Decatur,  111.  ;  Fred  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Lindsay  &  Thel[)s,  lumber  dealers  at 
Davenport,  la.,  ami  is  general  manager  of 
the  business;  luigene  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mary  married  F.  II.  Tierce,  a  stock- 
holder and  book-keeper  of  the  Eagle  Mills 
Lumber  Conqiany. 

Eugene  Wyman  was  ten  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Crown  Toint,  where  he 
continuetl  the  studies  ]ireviously  begun,  sub- 
sequently taking  a  commercial  course  at  the 
Troy  Business  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1870.      The  following  two  years 
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Mr.  W'ynKin  had  chari;e  of  liis  father's  books; 
and  when  the  Collins  mill  [)roperty  was  pur- 
chased, he  came  to  Port  Henry,  May  12,  1873, 
starting  the  business,  and  managing  it  in  his 
father's  interests,  carrying  it  on  successfully 
for  nineteen  years.  On  August  i,  1892,  he 
sold  out  to  Mr.  George  Kidder. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1893,  the  Citizen's 
National  Bank  of  Port  Henry  was  organized, 
and  the  following  officers  were  elected :  Walter 
Merrill,  President;  Chester  B.  McLaughlin, 
Vice-President;  liugene  Wyman,  Cashier 
—  the  above,  together  with  the  following- 
named  gentlemen,  constituting  the  Board  of 
Directors:  VV.  F.  Winship,  of  Albany;  VV.  E. 
Sweet,  of  this  town;  J.  W.  Wyman,  of  Crown 
Point;  and  Nestor  Berman,  of  Port  Henry. 
Upon  the  recent  death  of  Mr.  Merrill,  A.  H. 
Wodruff  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
Board  of  Directors.  Mr.  Wyman  has  always 
been  actively  identified  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  for  the  most  part  refused  office. 
In  November,  1881,  however,  he  was  elected 
County  Treasurer,  and  he  was  also  Trustee  of 
the  village  one  year,  but  declined  a  re-elec- 
tion. 

On  August  23,  1882,  Mr.  Wyman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Addie  R.  {'ar- 
sons, daughter  of  Darius  N.  Parsons,  of  Platts- 
burg.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children,  only  one  of  whom  is 
living,  Anna  G.  Mr.  Parsons  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  the  late  Rebellion,  serving  as 
Captain  of  a  company  in  the  Ninety-si.xth 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  gave  up 
his  life  for  his  country. 


RANK  MADDEN,  M.D.,  an  eminent 
Is  physician  of  large  practice  in  Platts- 
burg,  N.Y.,  was  boni  in  January,  1846,  at 
Athenry,  County  Gal  way,  Ireland.  His 
father,  John  B.  Madtlen,  who  was  born  in 
Athenry,  and  lived  there  until  some  time 
after  his  marriage,  was  a  son  of  Daniel 
Madden,  a  country  squire,  a  lifelong  resident, 
it  is  thought,  of  the  same  place. 

John  B.  Madden  was  educated  as  a  surveyor. 
In  1852  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  fam- 
ily, locating  in  New  York  City,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  for  some  years, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  what  was  at  that 
time  Blissville,  but  is  now  Long  Island  City. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  ability,  and  ably  rep- 
resented his  district  in  the  legislature  two  or 
three  terms.  /\fter  that  he  accepted,  in  com- 
pany with  Oliver  Chalick,  the  management  of 
the  Long  Island  Railway,  retaining  the  posi- 
tion until  the  road  changed  hands. 

Frank  Madden  was  the  oldest  son  of  a  fam- 
ily of  three  children.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  New  York  City  and  Brook- 
lyn; but,  when  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  gave 
up  his  studies  to  enlist  in  the  late  Civil  War 
as  a  member  of  Company  B,  I'ifty-fifth  New 
York  Vcjlunteer  Infantry.  He  was  in  active 
service  until  1864,  when  he  was  wounded, 
losing  a  leg  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  His 
regiment  hat!  previously  been  consolidated 
with  the  Thirty-eighth,  and  that  with  the 
Fortieth;  and  he  was  then  serving  in  Company 
II.  After  recovering  from  his  wound,  this 
brave  youth  entered  the  Provost  Marshal's 
office  in  Washington  as  a  clerk,  and  afterward 
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(lid  duty  in  Iho  office  of  the  Adjutant  General 
until  1866.  Wiien  the  army  was  reorganized 
in  lliat-  year,  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant, 
and  assigned  to  the  I'"orty-second  United 
States  Infantry,  which  was  stationed  at  the 
Plattsburg  Harracks.  That  regiment  being 
later  disl)anded  by  act  of  Congress,  Lieutenant 
Madden  was  [)laced  on  waiting  orders,  and  was 
soon  sent  to  Carlisle  Barracks,  I'a.,  where  he 
acted  as  post  Adjutant  and  (Juartermaster 
until  December,  1870,  when  he  was  placed  on 
the  retired  army  list. 

Returning  then  to  this  county,  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  IL  O.  Tal- 
madge,  of  Keeseville,  and  in  1877  entered  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New- 
York  City,  going  thence  to  the  Long  Island 
College  Hospital  in  Brooklyn,  graduating  in 
1879.  Doctor  Madden  subsequently  acted  as 
Interne  at  that  hospital  for  four  months,  the 
next  nine  months  being  connected  with  the 
Eastern  District  Hospital  in  Brooklyn,  there 
beginning  the  practice  of  medicine.  In  1882 
Dr.  Madden's  prominence  in  the  profession 
led  to  his  being  made  Demonstrator  of  Anat- 
omy in  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  a 
position  which  he  held  until  1885,  when  he 
resigned  and  came  to  tiiis  city. 

Wiiile  residing  in  Brooklyn  the  Doctor  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Kings  County  Medical 
Society.  He  is  now  a  permanent  member  of 
the  Clinton  Comity  Medical  Society,  of  which 
he  has  been  President,  and  of  the  New  York 
Stale  Medical  Society.  He  likewise  belongs 
to  the  Walter  II.  Benedict  Post,  No.  366, 
Granil  Army  of  the   Republic,    of   Plattsburg, 


having  been  for  the  past  three  years  Post  .Sur- 
geon, and  is  also  actively  identified  with  the 
Loyal  Legion. 

Dr.  Madden  was  united  in  marriage  October 
15,  1868,  witli  Christiana,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bernard  Young,  of  Plattsburg,  and 
their  union  has  been  l)lessed  by  the  birth  of 
three  children;  namely,  Lmma  Maud,  P'rank 
B.,  and  Harry  Ayres.  The  Doctor  has  had 
a  fine  preliminary  training,  and  excels  in  sur- 
gery. A  very  successful  physician  and  a  busy 
man,  he  has  still  found  opportunaty  to  contrib- 
ute at  different  times  articles  of  value  to  med- 
ical literature,  one  of  which,  entitled  "Tumor 
of  the  Cortex,"  appeared  in  the  Jonntal  of 
Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases,  and  was  the 
subject  of  much  favorable  comment.  Another 
paper  that  attracted  wide  attention  was  en- 
titled "Fracture  of  the  Skull,"'  and  another, 
"Congenital  Fissure  of  the  Sternum." 


EV.  JOSEPH  GAMBLE,  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
—  .'lattsburg,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  .September  6,  1842,  son  of  Archi- 
bakl  and  Louisa  B.  (Iviston)  Gamble.  He  is 
of  .Scotch-Irish  ancestry,  being  elescended 
from  one  of  two  brothers  wdio  went  Irom 
Northumberland  County,  England,  to  Ireland 
before  1700.  He  bears  the  name  of  his  great- 
grandfather, a  native  of  County  Derry,  Ire- 
lanil,  who  emigrated  to  Ameiica  about  1752, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife,  who  before  mar- 
riage was  a  Miss  Montgomery,  his  daughter 
Margaret,    and   a   son,    ArchibaUl. 
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After  staying  about  two  years  in  what  was 
then  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  Joseph 
Gamble,  first,  returned  to  Irehmd;  and  in 
that  countrx'  two  m<ire  chil(h"en  were  born  to 
him,  Josepli,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
and  Eleanor.  The  elder  son,  Archibald,  again 
embarked  for  America  when  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age,  to  take  advantage  of  the  educa- 
tional opportunities  offered  here,  and  event- 
uall)'  became  Professor  of  Latin  and  Greek  at 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Me  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  an  engineer 
at  the  siege  of  Charleston,  S.C.  His  son 
Thoma.s  was  Consul  for  many  years  at  the  Isle 
of  St.  Thomas,  and  his  son  Archibald  was  an 
officer  in  the  War  (if  1812. 

Joseph  Gamble,  second,  was  born  in  County 
Derry,  Ireland,  May  20,  1755.  In  1781  he  was 
married  to  Ann  Hamilton,  daugiiter  of  John 
and  Mary  Hamilton;  and  three  years  later  they 
embarked  for  the  United  States,  settling  first 
at  New  Castle,  Del.,  and  locating  at  Winches- 
ter, Va. ,  in  1786.  They  reared  the  following 
children:  Juhn,  born  December  8,  1785; 
l'21i/.a,  April  13,  1788;  Joseph,  January  4, 
1790;  James,  December  28,  1792;  Archibald, 
January  14,  1794;  William  H.,  in  1796;  and 
Hamilton  Rowan,  November  29,   1798. 

Hamilton  R.  (iambic  was  a  graduate  of 
Hampden  Sidney  College,  Prince  lulward 
County,  Virginia,  and  practised  law  for  many 
years.  He  was  appointed  prosecuting  attorney 
for  Howard  County,  Missouri;  and  his  duties 
obliged  him  to  tra\'el  thousands  of  miles  on 
horseback  every  year,  without  access  to  books, 
except  what  he  could  carry  in  his  saddle-bags. 


He  was  Governor  Bates's  Secretary  of  State 
in  1S24,  and  resided  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  then 
the  seat  of  government;  and  after  the  death  of 
the  Governor  he  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where 
he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  bar.  He 
was  in  the  State  legislature  in  (846,  and  in 
1 85  I  was  called  to  the  bench  of  the  .Supreme 
Court,  of  which  lie  was  presiding  justice  four 
years.  The  rebel  Governor  Jackson  being 
deposed  on  July  22,  1S61,  Judge  Gamble  was 
elected  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  Missouri. 
Feeling  that  to  him  was  due  much  of  the 
credit  of  preserving  the  State's  loyalty,  after 
his  death  the  St.  Louis  bar  paitl  every  tribute 
of  respect  possible  to  his  memory.  A  full- 
length  portrait  of  him  to-day  adorns  the  hall 
of  the  Mercantile  Library  of  St.  Louis. 

Archibald  Gamble,  the  fourth  son  of  Joseph 
Gamble,  second,  was  likewise  a  member  of  the 
legal  fraternity  of  St.  Louis  for  many  \-ears. 
He  was  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  was 
the  first  President  of  the  first  City  Council  of 
St.  Louis,  and  lor  many  years  a  |)rominent 
member  of  the  School  Hoard.  He  was  Post- 
master of  .St.  Louis  dui"ing  the  administration 
of  President  I'illmore.  In  religious  belief  he 
was  a  Presbyterian,  and  was  a  conspicuous 
I'.lder  of  the  Second  Church  of  St.  Louis. 
He  married  Louisa  H.,  daughter  of  Rufus 
Ivaston,  a  prominent  man  during  the  adminis- 
trations of  Jefferson  and  Madison. 

Mr.  ICaston  was  of  pjiglish  descent,  and  was 
born    in    Litchfield,  Conn.,    May  4,    1774,  be- 
longing to  a  family  some   of   whose   members 
rendereil    gootl    service    in    the    Re\olulioiiary 
I   War.      In  1791   he  took   up   the   stutly   of   law 
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with  I'lphraim  Kirby,  a  prominent  Litchfield 
lawyer,  with  whom  he  remained  two  years; 
and  in  1800  he  began  to  practise  in  Rome, 
N.V'.,  where  he  won  honor  and  respect,  both 
in  legal  and  political  circles.  March  13, 
1805,  President  Jefferson  appointed  him  Judge 
of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  which  then  in- 
cUuled  all  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River;  and  about  this  time  he  was  approached 
by  Aaron  Burr  and  his  cnnfederate,  Wilkin- 
son, Governor  of  Louisiana,  who  endeavored 
to  induce  him  to  become  a  party  to  their 
treasonable  designs.  Failing  in  this,  they 
preferred  false  charges  against  him  to  the 
government,  and  procured  his  removal  from 
office.  Mr.  Easton  at  once  went  to  Washing- 
ton and  demanded  an  investigation;  and,  clear- 
ing himself  of  all  imputations,  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  Attorney.  In  Washing- 
ton he  formed  a  warm  friendship  with  Gideon 
Granger,  the  Postmaster-General. 

In  1808  the  first  jjost-ofifice  was  established 
in  .St.  Louis,  and  Rufus  Easton  was  appointed 
Postmaster;  but,  while  attentling  to  the  du- 
ties of  this  office,  he  still  kept  up  his  profes- 
sional practice,  and  became  the  leading  lawyer 
of  the  Territory.  In  1814  he  was  elected  to 
Congress,  remaining  four  years;  and,  on  the 
organization  of  the  State  government  in  1821, 
he  was  appointed  Attorney-General,  serving 
until  1826.  He  died  in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  in 
1834,  and  was  buried  in  the  Lindenwood 
Cemetery.  He  reared  seven  daughters  and 
four  sons.  One  daughter  married  the  Hon. 
Thomas  L.  Anderson,  of  Palmyra,  N.Y. ; 
another,    the    Hon.    Henry   S.    Geyer,    United 


States  Senator;  another.  Major  George  Sibley, 
of  St.  Charles,  famous  in  the  Mexican  War. 
Mrs.  Sibley  travelled  on  horseback  from  St. 
Louis  to  Washington  wlien  but  fourteen  years 
of  age,  accompanying  her  father.  She  was 
of  fine  literary  taste,  and  with  her  husband 
founded  and  endowed  the  Lindenwood  Female 
Seminary  at  St.  Louis. 

Colonel  Alton  R.  Easton,  son  of  Rufus 
Easton,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the 
Territory  of  Louisiana,  the  date  of  his  birtJi 
being  June  2^1,  1807.  He  was  a  West  Point 
graduate;  and  he  organized  and  commanded  a 
regiment  in  the  Mexican  War,  known  as  the  St. 
Louis  Legion.  For  a  time  he  was  military 
governor  of  New  Mexico,  and,  when  it  was  or- 
ganized into  a  Territory,  was  offered  the  secre- 
taryship by  President  Fillmore,  but  tleclined. 
In  1853  he  was  appointed  by  President  P'ill- 
more  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
In  1869  he  was  appointed  by  President  Grant 
Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue.  In  1875  he 
was  offered  the  position  of  Collector  of  Inter- 
nal Revenue,  but  declined;  and  in  iS77he  re- 
tired to  private  life.  The  city  of  Alton,  111., 
was  named  in  his  honor,  and  many  of  the 
streets  bear  the  names  of  his  family.  The 
town  of  Easton,  Me.,  was  also  named  for  liim. 

His  sister  Louisa,  Mrs.  Archibald  Gamble, 
was  born  April  2,  1804.  The  population  of 
St.  Louis  was  but  six  hundred  wlien  she  went 
there  to  live,  and  tku"ing  her  residence  the 
small  town  grew  to  a  thriving  city  of  half  a 
million  inhabitants.  She  died  May  2,  1879, 
after  a  useful  life  of  seventy-five  years,  she 
and  her  husband  having  reared  three  sons  and 
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two  daughters.  One  of  the  daughters  married 
Charles  Gibson,  an  eminent  lawyer  and  mill- 
ionaire of  St.  Louis,  who  transacted  some 
law  business  for  the  Emperor  of  German)'  in 
such  a  satisfactory  manner  that  he  was  in- 
vested with  the  German  Crown  Order  of 
Knighthood,  and  he  is  now  Sir  Charles.  He 
also  has  a  superb  pair  of  vasi's  gi\"en  him  by 
the  Emperor  as  a  token  of  esteem. 

Joseph  Gamble,  third,  whose  ancestry  has 
been  traced,  son  of  Archibald,  prepared  for 
college  at  the  St.  Louis  High  .School,  and 
graduated  from  Jefferson  College  (now  Wash- 
ington and  Jefferson)  in  1864,  with  the  degree 
of  A.B.  He  then  studied  theology  at  Prince- 
ton, graduating  in  the  class  of  1867;  and  in 
1868  he  was  ordained  by  the  I'resbytery  of 
Cincinnati.  The  subsequent  thirteen  years 
were  devoted  by  him  to  the  work  of  the  church 
in  the  suburbs  of  that  city;  and  in  1880  he 
received  a  call  to  the  I'"irst  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  which  has  been 
under  his  charge  since  that  time.  It  would  be 
superfluous  to  relate  in  detail  the  good  results 
which  have  attended  the  ministerial  labors  of 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Gamble.  He  is  well  kiu)wn 
in  the  county.  His  chnritable  deeds  and 
exemplary  Christian  life  s|)eak  louder  than 
words;  and  the  successful  results  attending 
his  pastorate,  the  growth  of  the  church,  and 
the  harmonious  relations  with  all  with  whom 
he  is  concerned  betoken  him  a  man  of  rare 
ability,  consecration,  and  sagacious  judg- 
ment. 

The  Rev.  Josejjh  Gamble  was  married  in 
1867  to  Mary  McGill,  the  young  couple  mak- 


ing a  tour  of  Great  Britain  and  other  parts  of 
Eun)pe  on  their  wedding  trij).  Mrs.  Gamble 
also  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  her  ancestors 
having  come  from  the  province  of  Ulster,  Ire- 
land, wdiile  her  husband's  were  from  Armagh. 
On  the  maternal  side  she  is  the  great-great- 
grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Turbette,  and  is  a 
great-grand-daughter  of  General  Turbette  of 
Revolutionary  fame,  from  whom  she  deri\-es 
the  right  to  belong  to  the  Daughters  of  the 
Revolution. 

Her  father,  Alexander  Taggart  McGill, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  Princeton  Theological  .Semi- 
nary, was  born  in  Cannonsburg,  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  I'cbruary  24,  1807.  He  gradu- 
ated from  Jefferson  College,  in  that  State,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen,  as  the  \-aledictorian  of 
his  class,  and  at  once  took  up  the  study  ot 
theology,  at  the  same  time  acting  as  tutor  in 
Jefferson  College;  but,  his  health  breaking 
down  under  the  severe  strain,  he  removed  to 
Milleilge\-ille,  Ga.,  where,  for  about  a  year, 
he  took  charge  of  the  Baldwin  Academy. 
.Subsequently  stud\'ing  law  with  ex-Governor 
Mitchell,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1830, 
but  alter  some  two  or  three  years'  practice  re- 
sumed his  theological  studies.  In  1835  he  was 
ordained,  and  in  183S  became  pastcu-  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church  in  Carlisle.  Pa. 
I*"our  years  later  he  was  made  jirofessor  in 
the  Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  in 
Allegheny  City,  Pa.;  and  his  success  was  so 
great  that  he  was  offered  the  ])resi(lency  of  five 
different  colleges.  In  1S52  he  acceptetl  a 
professorship  in  the  Theological  Seminary  in 
Columbia,    S.C,    in    1853    returned    to    Alle- 


74 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


gheiiy  City  Seminary,  and  in  1854  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Princeton  Seminary. 

Witii  this  institution  he  was  connected 
thirty-four  )'ears,  filling  various  chairs,  and 
was  maile  emeritus  professor  in  1883,  and  virt- 
ually retired.  The  name  of  Professor  McGill 
was  at  the  head  of  the  catalogue  as  long  as 
he  livctl.  In  politics  a  Democrat,  he  was  as- 
sistant clerk  in  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  a  time;  and,  being  chosen  by  the 
legislature  to  survey  the  boundar\'  line  be- 
tween Georgia  and  Alabama,  he  successfully 
accomplished  the  survey  through  the  lands  of 
the  Cherokces,  who  had  threatened  to  take  the 
life  of  the  first  white  man  invading  their  terri- 
tory. He  wrote  several  standard  theolcfgical 
w^orks,  his  last  on  "The  Ordinances  of  the 
I'rcsbyterian  Church,"  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  publishers  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan- 
uary 12,  1889,  when  he  was  in  his  eighty- 
second   year. 

His  first  wife,  Mrs.  Gamble's  mother,  was 
a  daughter  of  General  George  McCulloch,  of 
Pennsylvania.  By  this  marriage  he  had  three 
sons  and  three  daughters.  His  second  wife, 
Catherine  Bache  Hodge,  was  a  daughter  of  the 
well-known  Dr.  Charles  Hodge,  of  Princeton, 
and  a  great-grantl-daughter  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin. Professor  A.  T.  McGilTs  second  son, 
Alexander  T.,  has  had  a  brilliant  career  as  a 
lawyer,  is  now  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  has  been  named  as  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Governor;  the  third  son,  John 
D.,  is  Surgeon-general  of  tlic  State  of  New 
Jersey;  the  fourth  son,  Samuel  Hepburn  Mc- 
Gill, was  a  young  lawyer    in   Jersey  City,  who 


died  suddenly  in  1889.  Dr.  McGill's  eldest 
son,  George,  was  a  surgeon  in  the  regular 
army  during  the  war,  and  was  distinguished 
for  his  faithful  service.  He  died  of  cholera 
after  the   war,  on    his   way  to  -Sante  Fe,  N.M. 

Mrs.  Gamble  is  not  inferior  to  her  brothers 
in  intellectual  endowment.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  Oxford  College,  Ohio,  where  she  studied 
under  Dr.  Scott,  the  father-in-law  of  ex-Presi- 
dent Harrison,  and  now  holds  the  res]:)onsible 
post  of  historian  of  .Saranac  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gamble  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters.  The 
elder,  Eleanor  A.,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  1889,  has  held  the  profes- 
sorship of  Greek  and  Latin  in  Oxford  College, 
Ohio,  and  also  at  the  State  Normal  School  in 
Plattsburg,  and  is  now  taking  a  special  course 
of  study  at  Cornell.  The  younger  daughter, 
Alexandra  McGill,  is  a  .student  in  the  high 
school  at  Plattsburg. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Gamble  and  his  family  are 
much  beloved  and  respected,  both  in  Platts- 
burg, where  they  have  lived  so  long,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  United  States,  where  their 
connection' with  institutions  of  learning  lias 
given  rise  to  many  valuable  and  lasting  friend- 
ships. 


WILLIAM 
Plattsbur; 


HENRY     COATS,     of 

N.Y.,  dealer  in  musi- 
cal instruments  and  stationery,  was  born  on 
January  24,  1851,  in  Barnstable,  Devonshire, 
England,  and  is  the  only  surviving  child  of 
his  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  (Inkledon) 
Coats,  none  of  the  others  having  reached   ma- 
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turity.  His  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors 
were  natives  of  the  same  town  of  Barn- 
stable. 

William  Coats,  his  father,  who  was  the  son 
of  William,  Sr.,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  left 
the  peaceful  life  of  a  farmer  for  the  more  vent- 
uresome one  of  a  sailor,  and,  continuing  in 
sailing-vessels  and  on  steamers  for  man)'  years, 
rose  to  positions  of  responsibility,  and  visited 
many  countries.  He  was  on  a  transport  that 
carried  recruits  to  the  Crimean  War  on  the 
peninsula  in  1855.  In  i860  he  came  with  his 
wife  and  son  to  the  United  States,  settling 
near  Fulton,  Oswego  County,  N.Y.,  where  he 
bought  a  farm.  Mr.  Coats's  restless  spirit, 
however,  soon  reasserted  itself:  and  he  became 
a  sailor  on  the  lakes,  where  he  was  in  command 
of  several  important  vessels.  In  1S63  he  en- 
listed in  the  famous  Scott's  Nine  Hundred, 
the  Eleventh  New  York  Volunteers,  a  crack 
regiment,  which  was  under  the  command  of 
General  Thomas  in  Tennessee,  and  afterward 
travelled  over  Louisiana,  suppressing  the 
guerillas.  He  went  on  the  Red  River  Expe- 
dition with  General  Banks,  and  was  at  one  time 
on  picket  duty,  when  the  regiment  was  sur- 
prised, and  the  order  hastily  given  to  de- 
part. In  the  hurry  consequent  on  the  hasty 
embarkation  Mr.  Coats  was  forgotten;  and, 
the  weather  being  stormy,  he  became  thor- 
oughly soaked,  chilled,  and  hungry.  ]5ut  he 
would  not  desert  his  post,  though  he  was  con- 
stantly exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  After 
forty-eight  hours  he  was  remembered,  and 
brought  into  camp,  weather-beaten,  famished, 
and  utterly  worn  out.     A  severe  attack  of  ma- 


larial fever  ensued,  from  which  Mr.  Coats  re- 
covered with  the  loss  of  his  iiearing.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  returned  home,  and  soon 
after  resumed  his  sea-faring  life,  which  he  did 
not  give  up  until  1867,  when  increasing  years 
made  retirement  desirable,  if  not  necessary. 
He  then  assumed  the  management  of  the  farm 
in  whicli  he  is  at  present  engaged.  His  wife's 
father  was  a  shoe  and  leather  merchant  of 
Barnstable,  Devonshire,  England. 

William  II.  Coats  was  educated  in  England 
by  private  tutors  until  he  was  nine  years  of 
age,  when  he  came  to  this  country  witli  his 
jwrents.  On  his  arrival  here  he  entered  the 
district  schools,  mid  later  attended  I-'alley 
Seminary,  a  noted  Methodist  institution  in 
Fulton.  During  his  school  career  he  some- 
times alternated  teaching  and  study.  He 
finally  adopted  the  teacher's  profession,  being- 
principal  of  the  high  school  and  academy 
at  I-'ulton,  Oswego  County,  for  seven  years, 
and  also  at  Manlius,  Onondaga  Count}-,  for 
some  time.  He  had  charge  of  the  I'".lizabeth- 
town  High  School  in  Essex  County  for  seven 
years.  While  there,  he  was  elected  Vice- 
President  of  the  New  York  -State  Teachers' 
Association;  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his 
efforts  tliat  the  annual  convention  was  held  at 
Elizabethtown  in  1887.  He  also  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  the  passage  of  the  State  Normal 
School  bill,  when  Clinton  and  Warren  Coun- 
ties were  striving  to  obtain  the  school ;  and 
by  his  influimce  the  Essex  Count)'  teachers 
were  persuadcil  to  express  their  preference 
for  Clinton  County.  Mr.  Coats's  name  was 
suggested  as  principal  of   the   new   State    Nor- 
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nial  School;  and  lie  was  unanimously  elected 
professor  of  mathematics,  but  he  declined  to 
accept. 

In  1890  he  became  associated  with  Hudson 
Brothers  in  their  music  store  at  Plattsburg; 
and  two  years  later,  when  they  retired,  he 
succeeded  to  the  Imsiness,  having  proved  him- 
self especially  well  qualified  fin-  the  manage- 
ment thereof.  lie  occupies  the  entire  three 
floors  at  8  Clinton  Street,  with  the  exception 
of  an  office  on  the  second  floor,  and  carries  a 
full  line  of  musical  instruments.  In  pianos 
he  represents  such  firms  as  Hallet  &  Davis, 
Decker  Brothers,  Kranich  &  Bach,  Mason  & 
Hamlin,  Everett,  Brown  &  Simpson,  Mar- 
shall &  Wendell,  liar  wood,  Starr,  and  the 
New  England  Piano  Company;  and,  in  organs. 
Mason  &  Hamlin,  Farrand  &  Votey,  and  Wil- 
cox &  White.  In  manner  notably  courteous 
and  obliging,  Mr.  Coats  has  an  established 
reputation  throughout  the  country  for  honest 
dealing. 

His  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  July 
3,  1870,  is  Emma  M.,  daughter  of  John 
(iuernsey,  a  farmer  of  Oswego  County.  They 
have  three  living  children  —  Herbert  Philip, 
William  Henry,  Jr.,  and  Lucy  Emma.  Her- 
bert was  graduated  from  PLl i/.abethtown  High 
.School,  where  he  took  a  classical  academic 
course  from  the  regents.  Later,  after  prelim- 
inary study  with  his  father,  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Albany  Law  School;  and,  having 
l)een  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1894,  he 
now  has  a  successful  and  rapitUy  increasing 
jiractice  at  Saranac  Lake,  N.V.  William 
H.,     Jr.,     attended      the     Plattsburg      Normal 


School  until  compelled  to  resign  his  studies, 
temporarily  at  least,  on  account  of  weak  eyes. 
Lucy  Emma  is  at  present  a  student  in  the 
Plattsburg  High  School. 

A  man  of  broad  intelligence  and  varied  abil- 
ities, Mr.  Coats  would  be  a  valuable  citizen  in 
any  community.  He  is  a  loyal  friend,  ami  a 
determined,  scpiare,  but  uncompromising  o])- 
ponent.  While  utterly  devoid  of  ostentatious 
display,  he  is  a  born  organizer  and  leader,  and 
is  e.xerting  a  jiowerful  though  quiet  influence 
in  business  and  ])olitical  circles.  In  early 
manhood  Mr.  Coats  joined  the  Baptist  cluirch 
in  P^ilton,  N.Y. 


LIJAII  BLISH  HEDDING,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Lake  Chamjilain  & 
Moriah  Railroad,  has  a  pleasant  home  at  Port 
Henry,  Essex  County,  where  he  is  held  in 
high  consideration  as  a  man  of  sterling  worth. 
He  is  a  grandson  of  James  Hedding,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  l-Lastern  New  York, 
and  settled  in  West  Chazy,  Clinton  County, 
at  an  early  day,  there  buying  a  tract  of  wild 
land,  from  which  he  imiiroved  a  valuable  farm. 
James  Hedding  reared  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, the  youngest  being  Simeon,  the  fatlier  of 
Mr.  IClijah  B.  Hedding. 

Simeon  Hedding  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead  at  West  Chazy,  and  there  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  Mis  early  life  was 
spent  in  the  primilixe  log  house  which  his 
father  had  built  in  the  dense  wililerness,  a 
typical  dwelling  of  that  day,  the  chinks  be- 
tween  the   logs   filled    with    clay,    the   floor  of 
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puncheon,  and  the  roof  covered  with  hand- 
riven  shakes.  Before  the  construction  of  tlie 
large  brick  ovens  the  housewives  of  that 
period  were  wont  to  cook  their  cakes  of  rye 
and  Indian  meal  on  the  hearth  before  the  fire, 
which  sent  out  generous  heat  from  the  mouth 
of  the  huge  chimney,  and  near  which  stood 
the  convenient,  high-backed  settle  for  the 
children.  Simeon  was  an  industrious  and 
prosperous  farmer.  He  married  Lucinda 
Chamberlain,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Lydia 
Chamberlain,  of  West  Chazy.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  whose  births  oc- 
curred as  follows:  Asa  D.,  in  October,  1.826; 
Ira  DeWitt,  January  i,  1839;  Betsey  M.,  in 
1831;  Elijah  Blish,  March  29,  1832;  Lu- 
cretia,  in  1833;  Amanda,  in  1835;  Charles, 
in  1837;  Simeon  E.,  in  1839;  Albert,  in 
1841;  Laura,  in  1843;  Emma,  in  1845;  Al- 
burtis,  in  1847;  and  Adah,  in  1849.  Si.x  of 
the  seven  sons  became  locomotive  engineers. 
Elijah  B.  Hedding,  who  had  great  native  me- 
chanical ability,  left  school  when  quite  young 
to  work  for  Mr.  J.  B.  Culver,  a  civil  engineer, 
in  surveying  a  line  for  the  I'lattsburg  &  Mon- 
treal Railway,  remaining  with  him  lor  about  a 
year.  On  the  completion  of  the  road  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  company  in  the  capac- 
ity of  a  fireman,  serving  as  such  for  seven 
months,  when,  in  the  fall  of  1853,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  engineer.  In  the 
fall  of  1871,  after  a  continuous  service  of  eigh- 
teen years  as  an  engineer  of  the  road,  Mr. 
Hedding  resigned  his  ])ost  to  become  Master 
Mechanic  of  the  Lake  Chamj^lain  &  Moriah 
Railroad   at    Tort    Henry.       For  si.x  years  he 


had  full  charge  of  the  engines,  wlien  in  1877 
he  was  again  promoted,  tliis  time  becoming 
superintendent  of  the  road,  a  capacity  in 
which  he  has  since  served  with  credit  to 
himself  ami  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
pany. Politically,  Mr.  Hedding  has  alwa\'s 
been  identifietl  with  the  Reijublican  part\',  ha\'- 
ing  cast  his  first  rresidential  vote  in  1S56  for 
John  C.  Fremont.  He  has  never  cared  for 
official  honors,  being  of  a  retiring  disposition, 
even  declining  office  when  thrust  upon  him, 
having  refused  to  serve  when  on  one  occasion 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  V'il- 
lage  Trustees.  He  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  since  i860,  be- 
longing to  the  Blue  Lmlge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
No.  142;  to  the  Cellar  I'oint  Chapter,  Ro}'al 
Arch  Masons,  No.  269;  and  to  the  De  Soto 
Commandery,  Knights  Templars,  No.  49,  ol 
I'lattsburg. 

Mr.  Hedding  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
Dow,  of  Lynn,  Mass.,  on  June  iS,  1S60. 
Their  only  child,  l'"rank  .Sherman  Hedding, 
born  August  2,  1864,  inherited  tht-  mechani- 
cal talent  of  his  father,  and  when  but  twenty 
years  of  age  became  an  engineer  of  the 
Lake  Chamjilain  &  Moriah  Raili'oad,  where  he 
is  still  employed.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Truman,  of  this  t(nvn,  in  1883,  and  lias  three 
children  —  Bessie,  Hazel,  and  Loraine.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  IClijah  B.  Hedding  are  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  Elder  for  many  )-ears.  lie 
joined  the  Rechabites  when  but  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  has  remained  faithful  lo  the  prin- 
ciple of  total  abstinence. 
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DWARD  N.  JONHS,  Ph.D.,  princi- 
pal (il  tlic  State  Normal  School  at 
I'laltshurg,  occu])ics  a  consiiiciious  jiosition 
anions;'  the  leadinj^  educators  of  the  Mmpirc 
State,  being  a  man  of  scholarly  attainments, 
great  executive  ability,  and  in  hearty  sym- 
pathy with  the  progressive  movements  of  the 
da\'.  lie  was  born  January  2,  1S54,  at  West- 
ern, Oneida  County,  N.Y.,  of  Welsh  ances- 
try, both  his  father,  lulward  T.  Jones,  and  his 
grandfather,  Henry  Jones,  of  whom  little 
is  known,  having  been  natives  of  Wales. 
Henry  Jones  married  Jane  Jones;  and  they 
reared  a  family  of  six  children,  luKvaril  T. 
being  the  eldest  son. 
'  Edward  T.  Jones  was  born  in  Caernarvon- 
shire, North  Wales.  In  1828  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Oneida 
County,  New  V'ork,  where  he  lx)ught  land, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  during  the  active 
years  of  his  life. 

The  early  education  of  P'dward  N.  Jones 
was  ac<|uired  in  the  tlistrict  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  and  at  the  once  famous  Whitestown 
Seiuinar),  where  he  was  graduated  in  1S75. 
He  worked  his  way  through  school,  ami  by 
teaching,  first  at  Whitestown  and  later  at 
Clayville  and  \'erona,  was  enabled  to  defray 
his  ex]H'nses  at  the  seminary  and  college.  He 
was  graduated  an  A.H.  from  Hamilton  College 
in  1883,  rccei\'ing  the  degree  of  A.M.  some 
three  years  later,  and  in  1893  the  honorary 
degree  of  I'll. 1).  His  first  im])ortant  position 
as  ail  instructor  was  at  the  .Saiupioit  Academy, 
of  whiili  he  was  principal  in  1S82.  -Soon 
after    his    graduation    from    college   a    similar 


position  at  the  Saratoga  High  School  was 
offered  fiim,  and  during  the  two  years  of  his 
l"jrinci[xilsliip  there  he  made  a  brilliant  record. 
Resigning  to  accept  the  appointment  of  sujier- 
intendent  of  schools,  he  filled  that  office  for 
seven  years  with  much  cretlit.  U\^\c  of  the 
leading  dailies  of  that  village  sjieaks  highl)' 
of  his  work,  saj'ing:  "During  this  time  nearl\' 
every  school  building  now  found  there  was 
erected,  and  his  ideas  in  school  architecture 
and  methods  found  shape  in  their  construction 
and  arrangement.  During  his  superintend- 
ency  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  attend- 
ance, and  the  discipline  and  general  efficiency 
were  greatly  strengthened." 

On  the  resignation  of  Principal  Ilolden, 
Dr.  Jones  was  selected  as  the  best  man  to  as- 
sume the  charge  of  the  State  Normal  .School 
at  Plattsburg,  his  appointment  to  this  respon 
sible  post  being  heartily  endorsed  by  promi- 
nent educators  and  educational  journals.  A 
leading  pa]ier  of  the  State  says  of  Dr.  Jones: 
"He  is  progressive  without  being  radical, 
and  among  his  professional  associates  is 
known  as  a  practical  man,  who  is  not  carried 
away  with  dreams  and  visionary  sjicculations. 
He  has  always  been  acti\-e  in  eilucatiuiial  mat- 
ters, having  been  for  fi\'e  years  .Secretaiy  and 
Treasurer  of  the  State  Council  of  School  .Su- 
perintendents, and  is  now  President  of  the 
State  Teachers'  Association  and  also  an  officer 
of  the  National  Educational  Association.  Dr. 
Jones  is  not  a  mere  pedagogue.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  jnildic  aff.iirs,  and  does  all 
he  can  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community.      It  was  largely  through  his  influ- 
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ence  that  the  great  meeting  of  the  National 
Educational  Association  was  lielil  in  Saratoga 
in  1892,  and  that  the  meetings  of  the  State 
Teachers'  Association  were  permanently  hj- 
cated  there." 

Professor  Jones  ami  Elizabeth  Toni[)kins, 
daughter  of  i'liilip  and  Mary  Tomi^kins,  of 
Hamilton,  Mailison  County,  N.Y.,  were  mar- 
ried in  1S82.  1^'our  children  have  been  born  to 
them;  namel)',  Rebecca,  Edith,  lulward,  ami 
Elizabeth.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


(5 1  HOi\IAS  ARMSTRONG,  who  died  at 
ejj_  Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  December  31,  1895, 
will  long  be  held  in  honored  and  grateful  re- 
membrance as  an  enterprising,  progressive, 
and  large-hearted  citizen  and  a  public  bene- 
factor. He  was  born  in  Clonmel,  Munster 
County,  Ireland,  December  26,  1821. 

His  paternal  grandfather  was  an  English 
country  squire,  who  owned  an  estate  of  seven 
hundred  acres  in  Silvermines,  Munster 
County.  He  married  a  Miss  I'rettie,  a  native 
of  Silvermines,  by  whom  he  had  six  sons  and 
one  daughter;  and,  of  these,  Thomas,  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  youngest. 
Thomas  Armstrong,  Sr.,  having  received  his 
education  at  Waterford,  went  to  Clonmel,  and 
was  for  many  years  successfully  engaged  in  the 
hardware  trade.  After  his  death  his  wife  re- 
moved in  1830  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where 
she  died  at  forty-six  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Armstrong  accompanied  his  mother 
to   Montreal,  being  then   but  nine  years  old. 


At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  went  to  Graml 
Isle,  \'t.,  wliere  he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor 
during  the  summer,  and  attended  the  district 
school  in  the  winter.  He  continued  thus  em- 
ployed for  nine  years,  and  then  began  the 
study  of  law  with  Mr.  Converse  in  Burling- 
ton, \'t.,  intending  to  pursue  a  course  at  a  law 
school ;  hut,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  a  promi- 
nent judge,  he  abandonetl  that  project.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  War  he  en- 
listed as  a  private.  He  was  present  at  the 
battles  of  Monterey  and  Buena  Vista,  and 
served  with  credit  throughout  the  campaign. 
Upon  his  return  he  resumed  his  legal  stutlies, 
this  time  with  Messrs.  Briggs  &  Underwood, 
of  Burlington.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1S49,  being  the  only  student  of  his  class  that 
passed  the  examination,  and  immediately 
opened  a  law  office  in  Champlain,  Clinton 
County,  N.Y.  In  1850  he  was  aijpointed 
District  Attorney,  a  position  which  he  accept- 
ably filled  for  three  years.  He  transferred 
his  practice  to  Moocrs  in  1857,  and  came  to 
Plattsburg  two  years  later,  at  which  time  the 
law  firm  of  Palmer  &  Armstrong  was  estab- 
lished. He  continued  in  active  i>raclice  until 
his  associate  was  electeil  Count}'  Judge,  when 
lie  disposed  of  his  law  business,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  Armstrong  was  an  extensive  land-owner, 
possessing  farm  property  in  different  parts  of 
C'linton  County,  his  farm  at  Mooers,  which 
consists  of  twelve  hundred  acres,  being  the 
largest  in  the  county.  In  1892  he  erected 
the  Gough  House,  which  he  conducted  upon 
temperance  principles;  and  the  enterprise  met 
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wilh  so  much  public  ajiproval  that  he  was 
obliged  to  enlarge  it,  in  order  to  accommodate 
the  constaiith'  increasing  patronage.  Among 
his  benefactions  may  be  nameil  the  fund  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  which  he  estab- 
lished at  Union  College,  Schenectady,  N.Y., 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  annually  the  col- 
legiate expenses  of  four  young  men  of  Clinton 
County,  to  be  selected  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. Me  further  showed  his  interest  in 
agricultural  progress  by  organizing  the  Clin- 
ton County  Farmers'  Association,  and  furnish- 
ing a  hall  in  which  to  hold  their  meetings. 
He  was  fitly  chosen  President  of  the  State 
I-'anners'  League,  and,  it  may  well  be  be- 
lieved, held  the  office  as  no  sinecure.  Born 
and  reared  in  the  Protestant  faith,  he  was  a 
man  of  liberal  religious  views  and  broad  sym- 
pathies. At  the  time  of  selling  a  tract  of 
four  hundred  acres  of  land  to  the  Catholic  so- 
ciety for  the  site  of  a  summer  school  he  re- 
lumed five  thousantl  dollars  of  the  purchase 
money.  In  by-gone  days  he  was  a  strong 
aliolitionist,  and  was  later,  to  the  close  of  his 
life,  a  suijpoiter  of  the  Prohibition  party. 

Two  anecdotes  illustrate  his  moral'  firmness 
ant!  indeiiendence  of  character,  as  shown  in 
early  life.  When  he  was  eight  years  old  a 
monster  petition  was  circulated  throughout 
Ireland,  having  Catholic  emancipation  for  its 
object.  A  large  booth  was  erected  in  the 
square  of  Clonmel,  to  which  he  accomjianicd 
his  uncle,  who  wished  to  sign  the  i)etition. 
After  his  uncle  had  signed,  the  boy  expressed 
a  wish  to  do  the  same,  and  jiersisted  in  his  re- 
quest   in   spite  of   dissuasion,  until    his   uncle 


was  obliged  to  give  in  and  lift  him  high 
enough  to  reach  and  inscribe  his  name  upon 
the  roll.  Again,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
when  he  cast  his  first  vote  in  Grand  Isle,  Vt., 
he  voted  the  only  abolition  vote  that  was 
polled  in  that  county.  In  the  death  of  this 
worthy  citizen  the  community  has  sustained  a 
real   loss. 


TT^HAUNCEY    TURNER,    a    prosperous 
I   J[        agriculturist     of      Schuyler's      I'"alls, 

^ ^  Clinton    County,    and    probably    the 

largest  owner  of  real  estate  in  this  vicinity,  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  the  place,  and  is  one  of  its  most  es- 
teemed residents.  Me  was  born  here,  June 
lO,  1821,  son  of  Abel  Turner,  a  native  of 
Manchester,  Vt.,  who  moved  to  Schuyler's 
Falls  when  a  young  man.  Abel  Turner 
bought  a  small  tract  of  land  at  first,  and  grad- 
ually added  to  his  farm  until  he  had  about 
three  hundred  acres.  He  mairieil  his  second 
cousin,  Miss  Mary  Turner,  a  daughter  of  Ezra 
Turner,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  namely:  Salmon;  Chauncey; 
Charles;  Olive,  who  died  in  1865;  Albert; 
l'",dwin;  Andrew  Jackson;  IClizabeth;  Lafay- 
ette;  Martin  Van  Buren ;  and  Ann. 

Ezra  Turner,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Abel  Turner, 
was  one  of  the  thirteen  original  settlers  of 
Plattsburg,  having  come  to  Clinton  County 
with  the  Platts  family.  He  worked  for  them 
for  some  time,  and  in  iSoi  built  a  saw-mill 
for  Morse  K.  Platts,  it  being  the  first  in  the 
county.  It  is  now  owned  by  iiis  grandson, 
Mr.  Chauncey  Turner.      Ezra  subsequently  re- 
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moved  to  that  part  of  I'lattsburg  that  is  now 
included  within  the  limits  of  Schuyler's  Falls, 
and  for  upward  of  a  score  of  years  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  raft- 
ing lumber  from  here  to  (Juebec.  In  i  S02  the 
first  school  in  the  village  was  taught  in  his 
barn,  and  two  years  later  he  built  the  first 
school-house  in  the  place.  He  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  establishment  of  new  enter- 
prises, and  in  181 8  built  the  first  forge  ever 
erected  in  Northern  New  York.  In  1794  he 
married  Mary  Beaman,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Beanian,  of  Plattsburg,  she  being  afterward 
noted  as  one  of  the  leading  historians  in  the 
State  in  her  day.  They  reared  eleven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Eliphalet;  Mary  (Mrs.  Abel 
Turner),  who  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years;  Nathan;  Steven;  Isaac; 
Phcebe;  Lucy;  Ezra;  Lydia;  John;  antl 
Charlotte. 

Chauncey  Turner  was  educated  at  the  dis- 
trict school  and  at  Malone  Acadeni}',  from 
which  he  returned  to  .Schuyler's  I'alls  to  assist 
his  father  in  the  management  of  the  farm,  sub- 
sequeritly  being  employed  for  some  years  in 
teaching  school.  In  1S50  Mr.  Turner  em- 
barked in  a  mercantile  career,  but  two  years 
later  sold  out  his  business  to  Mr.  I-"arnsworth, 
and  bought  a  farm,  which  he  conducted  witli 
signal  success  for  four  years.  Disposing  of 
that,  he  next  bought  the  estate  on  which  lie 
has  since  resided,  and  which  contains  ninety 
acres.  Mr.  Turner  has  gradually  added  more 
land  to  his  possessions,  buying  from  time  to 
time,  anil  now  owns  about  two  thousand  acres, 
the  larger  portion  of  which   lies   in   Schuyler's 


Falls,  a  ])art  being  in  Saranac.  To  him  is  due 
the  credit  of  being  tlie  first  to  introduce  the 
manufacture  of  starch  into  New  York  State,  the 
industry  having  been  started  on  his  premises 
in  1S58.  Having  interesteil  H.  II.  l'2\ans  in 
tile  business,  lie  taught  him  the  process,  and, 
purchasing  the  plant,  lias  since  continued  the 
manufacture  of  this  important  article.  In 
1865  Mr.  Turner  erected  an  iron  forge  on  the 
western  end  of  his  farm,  which  he  ran  for  five 
years.  He  has  carried  on  mixed  husbandry 
with  gratifying  success,  and  for  some  years 
operated  a  cheese  dairy,  but  was  compelled  to 
give  it  up  a  short  time  ago  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  milk.  He  has  been  an  extensive 
dealer  in  cattle,  and  has  bought  antl  sold  large 
quantities  of  protluce. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  1850,  Mr. 
Turner  was  united  in  wedlock  with  ICllen  A., 
daughter  of  Charles  Barnard,  of  Plattsburg. 
Of  their  union  five  children  were  born, 
namely:  Benton,  a  resident  of  Plattsburg, 
who  is  interested  in  the  papei'-pulp  business; 
Charles;  Wallace;  I, aura  May;  and  Ileihert. 
In  order  to  give  his  sons  a  fair  start  in  life, 
Mr.  Turner  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
Adirondacks,  and  engaged  with  his  eldest  son 
in  lumbering,  that  partnershij)  at  length  i)eing 
discontinued,  and  the  second  son,  Charles  II., 
being  taken  into  the  firm.  He  remained  with 
his  father  some  time,  but  finally  struck  out  for 
himself,  forming  a  copartnershi]>  with  Mr. 
VVatkins,  the  principal  of  the  Potsdam  High 
School.  For  three  years  they  carried  on  a 
flouiishing  liusiness  under  the  firni  name  of 
the  Watkins  &  Tinner  Lumber  Company;   but 
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in  1889  a  stock  company  was  formed,  and  two 
3X'ars  later  Cliarles  II.  was  elected  [^resident 
of  tlie  company,  and  still  continues  in  that  ca- 
])acity.  Laura  May  Turner,  who  is  a  graduate 
of  l'"ort  ICdward  Institute,  resides  at  home. 
Herbert  C.  was  graduated  from  the  Hopkins 
Institute,  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  also  from 
Eastman's  Business  College  at  Poughkcep- 
sie,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Turner  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  in 
many  responsible  offices,  having  been  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  from  1848  until  1854,  and 
Magistrate  for  twelve  consecutive  years,  from 
1856  till  1868,  besides  serving  on  the  Board 
of  -SLipervisors  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years. 
In  his  [jolitical  views  he  was  formerly  a  Dem- 
ocrat; bLit  in  1872,  dissatisfied  with  the  work- 
ings of  that  ]iarty,  he  became  identified  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  since  been  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  latter 
organization.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious 
opinions,  believing  in  the  Fatherhood  of  God 
and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  His  estimable 
wife,  wlio  [lassed  to  the  life  eternal  in  Sejj- 
tember,  1886,  was  for  many  years  a  valued 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


NDRiaV  TROMBLEI'.,  one  of  Tort 
Henry's  most  influential  and  valued 
citizens,  is  a  native  of  Essex 
County,  having  been  born  at  Keeseville,  May 
I  I,  1850.  He  is  a  son  of  Theodore  Tromblec, 
whose  birthi)lace  was  Beekmantown,  Clinton 
County,  but  his  remoter  ancestors  were  Cana- 
dians. 


Andrew  Tromblee,  the  jiaternal  grandfather 
of  him  of  whom  we  write,  was  born  in  Canada, 
but  was  only  two  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  this  State.  They  were  early 
settlers  of  the  town  of  Chazy,  and  appear  to 
have  acquired  large  tracts  of  land,  as  they  gave 
to  each  of  their  sons  a  farm  when  lie  became 
of  age.  Grandfather  Tromblee,  after  working 
for  several  years  at  farming,  became  employed 
in  the  iron  foundry  at  Keeseville,  where  he 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  marrieil 
Mary  Anderson;  and  their  son  Theodore  was 
born  on  May  22,   1827. 

Theodore  Tromblee  was  quite  young  when 
his  parents  located  at  Keeseville.  Having 
acquired  his  education,  he  commenced  work  in 
a  nail  factory  and  foundry  in  that  place,  con- 
tinuing there  until  twenty-three  years  of  age. 
Resigning  his  situation  in  1850,  he  went 
West,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  em- 
ployed in  the  foundries  at  Pilot  Knojj  and  Iron 
Mountain  in  Missouri.  Returning  East  in 
1852,  he  became  foreman  of  the  I'otsdam  iron 
foundry,  serving  for  four  years  in  that  capac- 
ity. In  1856  he  removetl  to  Gouverneur,  St. 
Lawrence  County,  where  he  engaged  in  run- 
ning a  foundry  and  machine  shop;  and  si.\ 
years  later  he  went  to  Rochester,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  eight  years.  In  1870, 
in  company  with  James  Smith  and  his  uncle, 
Louis  Dragon,  he  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness in  Kansas  City  in  a  foundry  and  machine 
shiij).  These  gentlemen  afterward  admitted 
A.  J.  Lloyd  into  partnershij),  the  firm  name 
being  A.  J.  Lloyd  &  Co.  Mr.  Tromblee, 
being  obliged  to   return    luist    in    1875    ""   -^C- 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


8S 


count  of  fever  and  ague,  took  the  Bay  State 
Iron  Foundry  at  Tort  Henry,  running  it  under 
contract  until  1879.  ^'^  •^h'-''''  S^^c  it  up,  and, 
taking  his  son  Andrew  into  partnership, 
started  their  present  jilant,  calling  it  the  Cedar 
I'oint  Foundry.  They  here  continued  to  carry 
on  an  extensive  and  successful  business. 
Theodore  Tromblee,  Jr.,  was  admitted  into 
the  firm  in  1S80,  and  Frank  Eugene,  the 
youngest  son,  has  charge  of  the  firm's  books. 
Theodore  Tromblee,  Sr.,  is  well-known  in 
Masonic  circles,  and  belongs  to  the  Morning 
Sun  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  142,  and  to 
the  Cedar  Point  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
No.  269.  He  married  Mary  A.  Siree,  who 
was  born  October  15,  1833,  at  Essex,  Essex 
County,  N.Y.  Of  the  seven  children  born  to 
them,  but  four  are  now  living;  namely,  An- 
drew, Theodore,  Jr.,  Frank  E. ,  and  Emma. 
The  latter  married  Peter  Graves,  of  Port 
Henry,  and  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren. 

Andrew  Tromblee  completed  his  general 
education  in  his  boyhood  at  Rochester.  Hav- 
ing a  decided  talent  for  music  and  a  voice 
which  only  needed  training  to  develop  it  into 
a  fine  tenor,  he  at  length  placed  him.self  under 
the  tuition  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Wilkins,  of  Roch- 
ester, and  subsequently  studied  for  nearly  two 
years  with  C.  W.  Dudley,  a  noted  musician 
of  Boston.  Afterward  receiving  the  appoint- 
ment of  teacher  of  music  in  the  public  schools 
of  Saratoga  Springs,  Mr.  Tromblee  filled  the 
position  with  eminent  success  for  five  years. 
While  there  he  was  also  engaged  to  sing  in  the 
choir  of  the  Jewish   synagogue  at   Albany  on 


Friday  evenings  and  Saturdays,  and  in  the  .St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in  the  same  city  on 
Sundays.  He  likewise  sang  in  St.  Peter's 
Episcopal  Church  of  Albany  for  two  years, 
and  in  the  choir  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian 
Church  when  the  services  did  not  conflict. 
Resigning  his  position  at  Saratoga  .Springs  in 
1879,  Mr.  Tromblee  settled  in  Albany,  and 
for  a  while  devoted  his  entire  time  to  choir 
and  concert  work,  becoming  very  jirominent  in 
musical  circles.  He  became  identified  with 
the  Albany  Musical  Association,  holding  the 
office  of  secretary,  and  also  belonged  to  the 
Troy  Vocal  Society,  consisting  of  male  mem- 
bers only. 

In  1 88 1,  however,  Mr.  Tromblee  abandoned 
his  profession  to  enter  into  the  foundr)-  busi- 
ness at  Port  Henry,  having  been  a  partner 
with  his  father  the  previous  two  years.  He 
had  previously,  while  living  in  Rochester, 
learned  the  machinist  trade,  and  has  since 
turned  his  knowledge  to  [jractical  account, 
having  decided,  notwithstanding  the  induce- 
ments offered  him  to  continue  in  his  musical 
career,  to  devote  himself  to  a  business  life. 
Since  coming  here,  he  has  sung  in  the  choir 
of  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  plays  the 
piano  and  organ  merely  as  an  amateur,  and  at 
one  time  belonged  to  the  Port  Henry  Band, 
but  gave  it  up  as  it  encroached  too  much  u])on 
his  time. 

Politically,  .Mr.  Tromblee  has  always  up- 
held the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  filled  many  offices  of  trust  and  respon- 
sibility-. For  several  years  he  was  one  of  the 
village  Trustees,  and  for  three  years  served  as 


86 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


TiL'sitlent  of  the  village.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  School  Hoard  for  eleven  years,  being  pres- 
ident of  the  board  the  last  half  of  the  time. 
Religiously,  he  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian 
church,  of  which  Mrs.  Tromblee  is  also  a 
niendier:  antl  he  has  servetl  as  assistant  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school  and  as  treas- 
urer of  the  society.  He  has  ever  striven  to 
advance  the  religious  and  nioi'al  status  of  the 
town,  being  an  active  member  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  in  which  he 
has  servetl  on  various  committees.  Like  his 
father,  Mr.  Andrew  Tromblee  is  a  man  of 
considerable  importance  in  Masonic  circles. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Morning  Sun  Lodge, 
A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  No.  142,  in  which  he  has 
held  the  highest  office,  that  of  Master;  has 
been  High  Priest  of  Cedar  Point  Chapter,  No. 
269;  has  been  Warder  and  Junior  Warder  of 
Washington  Commandery,  Knights  Templars, 
No.  33,  of  Saratoga;  has  been  District  Dep- 
uty Grand  Master  three  times  of  the  Thirtieth 
Masonic  District,  which  includes  Clinton  and 
I'^ssex  Counties  in  its  jin^isdiction ;  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Oriental  Shrine  of  Troy; 
and  lias  likewise  been  Grand  Master  of  the 
Second  Veil  in  the  Grand  Chajiter  of  New 
York  State.  Interested  in  aquatic  sports,  he 
belongs  to  the  Bulwagga  Canoe  and  Boat 
Club. 

On  October  15,  1SS6,  Mr.  Tromblee  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lilla  I).  .Sliiii- 
man,  daughter  of  John  and  Betsey  Shipman, 
of  -Saratoga.  Their  wedded  pathway  has  been 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Lillian 
A.  Tromblee. 


F.NRY  ORVIS,  Deputy  Collector  of 
Customs  at  Rouse's  Point  from 
1S65  until  1884,  is  one  of  the  olil- 
time  settlers  of  Clinton  County,  and  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Plattsburg.  He  was  born 
in  P'oreslville,  Chautau(|ua  County,  N.Y., 
March  27,  1821,  being  a  son  of  Chester  Orvis, 
who  was  the  youngest  son  of  a  Vermont  family, 
consisting  of  five  sons  and  four  daughters, 
Horatio,  the  eldest  of  the  five  brothers,  was 
a  prominent  physician  in  Jefferson  County, 
which  he  represented  in  the  legislature  for 
two  years,  during  the  time  De  Witt  Clinton 
was  Governor  of  the  State.  Charles  Orvis, 
another  brother,  was  for  many  years  a  physi- 
cian in  Lewis  ("ounty,  and  likewise  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  legislature.  Henry,  a  third 
brother,  after  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  named,  was  a  follower  of  the  sea,  finally 
taking  a  voyage  from  which  he  never  returned. 
Chester  Orvis  was  born  in  1788,  and,  after 
arriving  at  manhood,  emigrated  to  this  State, 
locating  at  Forestville,  town  of  Hanover, 
Chautampia  County,  in  1810,  being  the  third 
settler  of  that  place.  In  making  the  journey 
thither,  he,  with  his  family,  embarked  at  Buf- 
falo in  an  open  sail-boat,  styled  a  "bateau," 
landing  in  the  night  at  the  point  where  the 
steamers  "Ben  Sherod "  and  "Washington" 
were  afterward  burned,  and  which  is  now 
called  Silver  Creek.  A  miller  by  trade,  he 
erected  a  grist-mill,  which  he  conducted  suc- 
cessfully in  company  with  James  Mixer  for 
many  years.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  man- 
hood, being  but  forty-five  years  of  age,  at 
Le  Raysville,    where   he    was  suddenly  taken 
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ill  on  the  return  trip  from  a  visit  with  his 
brother  Horatio  at  Utica.  He  married 
Melissa  Balcomb,  of  Niagara  Falls,  the  fruit 
of  their  union  being'  three  children  —  Henry, 
Luransa,  and  Chester. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  most  of  the 
years  of  Henry's  boyhood  were  passed  in  Rut- 
land, Jefferson  County.  When  ten  years  old, 
he  went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Ho- 
ratio Orvis,  Le  Ray,  ami  a  year  later  began 
working  for  a  farmer  at  Champion.  Here  he 
was  supposed  to  attend  school  through  the 
winter  season;  but  the  farmer,  who  was  a  dis- 
tiller by  trade,  had  so  much  work  that  Henry 
found  little  time  for  school.  After  four  years 
of  steady  labor  on  the  farm  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Uaniel  Potter,  at  Great  Bend,  as  a 
clerk  in  a  general  store,  and,  while  attending 
faithfully  to  his  duties,  spent  his  leisure  mo- 
ments in  study.  Returning  thence  to  Rut- 
land, Mr.  Orvis  iield  the  position  of  Town 
Assessor  four  years.  He  was  the  first  man  in 
Jefferson  County  to  receive  a  State  license  for 
teaching,  said  license  being  signed  in  1843 
i)y  Samuel  Young,  Secretary  of  State  and  cx- 
ojficio  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Mr.  Orvis 
was  elected  town  Superintendent  of  Schools; 
and  it  was  while  hokling  this  office,  which  he 
filled  most  creditably,  that,  without  previous 
knowledge  of  what  was  being  done,  he  was 
nominated  for  Supervisor.  The  votes  for  the 
two  candidates  for  the  office  were  very  evenly 
distributed.  One  voter  chanced  to  have  but 
one  ballot,  but,  wishing  to  vote  for  the  o]ipos- 
ing  candidate,  wrote  the  name  of  Henry  Orvis 
on  the  back,  forgetful,  however,  to  scratch  out 


the  jirinted  name  of  Clark.  This  one  vote 
would  turn  the  scale  either  way;  and,  the 
matter  being  referred  to  I\Ir.  Orvis,  he  gener- 
ously gave  the  vote  to  his  jjolitical  rival.  For 
six  years  Mr.  Orvis  in  the  summer  worked  on 
the  farm  of  David  Howland,  whose  daughter 
he  married,  and  taught  the  district  school  of 
Champion  village  in  the  winter  season.  In 
1S56  he  came  to  Plattsburg  to  enter  the  store 
of  Vilas  &  Crosby,  merchants,  in  whose  em- 
ploy he  remained  until  the  dissolution  of  the 
firm.  He  was  subsequently  appointed  Deputy 
Collector  of  Customs,  as  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Orvis  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife.  Prudence,  daughter  of  David  and 
Desire  Howland,  with  whom  he  was  united  on 
April  25,  1842,  bore  him  three  children, 
namely:  David  H.,  who  died  in  1855;  and 
Cornelia  M.  and  Cynthia  H.,  who  married 
brothers  named  Douglas,  and  are  now  residing 
in  Philadelphia.  On  October  24,  1855,  he 
married  Miss  Wealthy  Hunt,  of  Pinckney, 
Lewis  County,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Wealthy  Hunt  and  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Samuel  F. 
Vilas. 

Mr.  Orvis  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
political  favors,  and  has  steadily  declined  offi- 
cial honors.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  in  1844  for  James  K.  Polk,  and  was  an 
advocate  of  the  [jrinciples  of  the  Democratic 
party  until  1855,  when  he  joined  the  Repub- 
lican organization,  drawing  up  the  first  set  of 
resolutions  at  a  meeting  of  the  Democrats  and 
Whigs  held  tlial  year  in  Watertowii,  N.V. 

In  1856  he  and  James  H.  Signor  raised  the 
first  Fremont   and   Dayton   flag   in    Plattsburg. 
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Socially,  Mr.  Orvis  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
the  I'lattsburg  Chapter,  No.  39,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  to  the  De  Soto  Commandery, 
Knights  Templars,  No.  49.  He  is  actively 
interested  in  the  moral  and  religious  advance- 
ment of  the  community,  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
for  many  years,  very  recently  resigning  the 
office  of  President  of  the  Association,  which 
he  had  held  for  eight  years. 


rm'- 


HORGE  BAKER  was  born  in  West 
V^J  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  N.Y., 
in  April,  18 14,  in  the  same  house  in  which 
his  death  occurred,  seventy-one  years  later, 
May  9,  1885.  He  was  of  New  England  stock, 
his  father,  Captain  John  Baker,  who  was  born 
in  1774,  having  removed  from  the  Eastern 
States  to  Plattsburg  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century.  He  owned  a  farm,  and,  in 
addition  to  managing  that,  carried  on  an  ex- 
tensive hotel  business  at  his  farm-house,  the 
excessive  hardshijis  to  which  he  was  exposed 
during  the  War  of  18 12,  in  which  he  served 
as  Captain  of  a  company,  having  planted  the 
seeds  of  consumption  in  his  system,  he  re- 
turned from  the  war  in  feeble  health,  and  died 
December  7,  iSiC),  in  the  forty-third  year  of 
his  age.  He  married  PHeanor  Banker;  and 
they  reared  ten  chiklren,  namely:  Zebulon; 
James;  Rebecca;  Sally,  who  was  born  April 
9,  1804,  and  is  now  living  with  her  daughter 
in  Illinois;  Philander;  David;  Charles; 
John;  George;  and  Charlotte.  The  latter  be- 
came the  wife  of  George  Augustus   Standish, 


a  brother  of  Matthew  Standish,  and  a  lineal 
descendant  of  the  renowned  Captain  Miles 
Standish,  of  the  Plymouth  Colony. 

George  Baker  lived  on  the  home  farm  in 
West  Plattsburg  until  seven  or  eight  years 
old,  when,  his  father  having  died  about  four 
years  previouly,  he  went  to  live  with  his 
brother,  who  was  carrying  on  a  farm  at  Sara- 
nac.  He  remained  there  until  seventeen,  at- 
tending school  and  assisting  on  the  farm. 
When  the  paternal  estate  was  divided,  Mr. 
Baker  engaged  in  agricultural  labors  on  his 
own  account,  succeeding  so  well  that  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a  valu- 
able farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres, 
all  under  good  cultivation,  and  with  substan- 
tial improvements.  He  possessed  excellent 
business  ability,  and  was  a  large  dealer  in 
cattle,  grain,  and  farm  produce,  making  con- 
siderable money  in  his  mercantile  transactions. 
In  politics  he  was  a  lifelong  Democrat,  and 
served  most  acceptably  as  Assessor,  although, 
as  a  rule,  he  took  no  active  part  in  the 
management  of  the  village  affairs.  He  was  a 
regular  attendant  of  the  Baptist  church, 
worshipping  there  whenever  able    to    go  out. 

On  September  27,  1871,  Mr.  Baker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Octavia,  only  child  of 
Horace  and  Miriam  Carpenter,  of  Ira,  Rut- 
land County,  Vt.  Two  sons,  twins,  were 
born  to  them;  but  both  died  in  infancy.  They 
subsequently  adopted  a  daughter,  Addie 
Crosby,  of  Illinois,  who  married  Milton 
Broadwell,  of  Morrisonville,  in  1892,  and  died 
on  May  4,  1895,  leaving  one  son,  Crosby 
Milton    Broadwell,    a    year    and    a    half    old. 
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Mrs.  Baker  was  born  November  5,  1836,  at 
Ellenburg,  and  was  educated  at  Beckwith 
Academy  in  Schuyler's  Falls  and  at  a  private 
school,  under  the  instruction  of  Cyprian  Fren- 
year,  a  young  man  from  Vermont,  then  study- 
ing for  the  ministry.  She  is  of  New  Eng- 
land antecedents,  her  paternal  grantlfather, 
Wilson  Carpenter,  having  l^een  born,  August 
7,  1766,  in  Massachusetts,  probably  at  Reho- 
both.  He  removed  to  Ira,  Vt.,  and  there  set- 
tled on  a  farm,  which  he  carried  on  during  his 
life,  dying  in  1855.  He  married  Hepsibah, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Hepsibah  W.  Robinson, 
August  2,  1792;  and  of  the  fifteen  children 
born  to  them,  thirteen  grew  to  mature  years : 
namely,  Edward,  Relief,  Wilson,  Israel  R., 
Orrin,  Eli,  Lemon,  Mahala,  Horace,  Hepsi- 
bah, Cyril,  Varnum,  and  Betsey. 

Horace  Carpenter,  Mrs.  Baker's  father,  was 
born  February  12,  1806,  at  Ira,  Vt.,  and  re- 
mained in  the  place  of  his  nativity  until  1828, 
when  he  went  to  Ellenburg,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming  several  years,  removing  thence 
in  1839  to  Schuyler's  Falls.  I5eing  soon 
obliged  on  account  of  ill-iiealth  to  relinquish 
the  heavy  labors  of  agriculture,  he  retired  to 
West  Plattsburg  to  take  charge  of  a  toll-gate 
on  the  old  plank  road,  continuing  in  this  oc- 
cupation seven  years.  He  subsequently  re- 
moved to  tlie  little  village  of  Morrisonville  in 
this  county,  where  he  lived  until  his  decease 
January  2,  1877.  His  wife,  whose  maitlen 
name  was  Miriam  Stickles,  was  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  Stickles.  She  was  born  Octo- 
ber 2,  181 1,  at  Schuyler's  Falls  and  died  Oc- 
tober 25,  1882,  at  West  Plattsburg. 


ILAS  WRIGHT  PRIME,  senior 
mem])er  of  the  firm  of  Prime 
Brothers,  enterprising  merchants  of 
Upper  Jay,  Essex  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Jay,  September  14,  1845,  being  a 
son  of  Henry  Prime,  for  many  years  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  place. 

Henry  Prime  was  born  May  14,  iSio,  at 
Stephentown,  Rensselaer  County,  in  this 
State.  He  came  here  when  but  a  boy,  and 
after  completing  his  education  began  the 
practice  of  law,  but  subsequently  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  been  twice 
married.  His  first  wife,  whom  he  wedded 
in  1834,  was  Minerva  Whitman,  a  native  of 
Upper  Jay.  She  bore  him  five  children; 
namely,  Henry  M.,  Ann,  Ashley  S.,  Ellen, 
and  Minerva.  His  second  wife  was  Mary 
Sumner,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Maria  W.  .Sum- 
ner, of  this  town.  They  were  married  on  Au- 
gust 22,  1843,  and  reared  four  children  — 
Silas  Wright,  Mary,  Spencer  G.,  and  Elsie. 

Silas  Wright  Prime  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  town,  ;uid  after  leaving  the  district 
schools  took  a  commercial  course  at  Eastman's 
Business  College  in  Poughkei'jjsie,  N.V.  On 
returning  home,  he  engaged  in  general  farming 
at  Jay  for  a  few  years,  teaching  school  in  the 
winter  seasons  in  the  town  of  Jay  at  Upi)er  Jay 
and  in  Nortli  ICIba.  He  then  entered  into 
partnership  with  his  older  brother,  Asliley  S., 
establishing  a  mercantile  business  at  Jay,  car- 
rying it  on  successfully  for  three  years,  under 
the  firm  name  of  A.  S.  Prime  &  Co.  At  the 
end  of  that  period  liieir  brother  .Spencer  (]. 
was  admitted   to   partnership,    the   firm   name 
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being  changed  to  Prime  Brothers,  its  present 
appellation.  Their  business,  which  was  com- 
menced on  a  modest  scale,  has  gradually  in- 
creased until  attaining  its  jiresent  ])ro[wrtions 
as  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the  locality, 
'riic  firm  also  deals  largely  in  real  estate,  hav- 
ing been  instrumental  in  iiuilding  up  Keene 
Valley  and  Lake  Placid,  erecting  five  houses 
at  the  former  place.  They  built  the  Cascade 
House  at  Cascade  Lake;  the  Mirror  Lake 
Hotel,  which  they  managed  three  years  or  so, 
but  afterward  sold;  the  ]?onnieblink  House  at 
Lake  Placid;  the  Raybrook  and  Cameron  and 
many  other  cottages  at  North  Elba. 

Mr.  Silas  W.  Prime  has  been  Supervisor  for 
six  years,  and  is  an  influential  member  of  the 
Democratic  party.  As  a  delegate  to  the  State 
convention  of  1S94,  he  helped  to  nominate 
David  B.  Hill  for  Senator.  Mr.  Prime  is  a 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  tlie  Tahawas  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  790,  of  Au  Sable  Forks, 
in  which  he  holds  the  office  of  I'ast  Master. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1873,  Mr.  Silas  W. 
Prime  was  united  in  marriage  with  Susie  L., 
daughter  of  Oilman  Fay,  of  Wilmington,  Essex 
County.  They  have  four  children  —  Spencer 
G.,  Susy,  Marguerite,  and  Gladys. 

Spencer  G.  I'rime,  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Prime  lirothcrs,  also  a  native  of  U])per 
Jay,  was  born  April  10,  ICS51.  Attending 
Plattsburg  Academy,  he  there  fitted  himself 
for  teaching,  and  subsequently  was  engaged 
in  that  occupation  in  the  district  schools  of 
Essex,  Clinton,  IMack  Brook,  and  Peru,  after 
which  he  taught  for  a  time  in  district  and  se- 
lect schools  in  Jay.      In  1873   Mr.  Spencer  G. 


Prime  entered  J.  &  J.  Rogers's  branch  estab- 
lishment in  Jay,  remaining  there  as  a  clerk 
for  two  years;  anti  in  1875  he  was  admitted 
intf)  partnership  with  his  brothers,  in  whicli  he 
has  continued  to  the  present  time. 

He  is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  served  as  Supervisor  one  term. 
During  the  term  of  1887  and  1888  he  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  State  legislature, 
where  he  originated  and  passed  through  that 
body  the  act  known  as  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 
He  also  while  there  served  on  the  State 
Prison  Committee  and  City  Committee,  and 
was  Chairman  of  the  Game  Law  Commission. 
He  has  been  delegate  to  several  State  conven- 
tions, and  assisted  in  the  exciting  campaign 
when  Folger  was  nominated  for  Governor  of 
the  State.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Essex 
County  Republican  Committee  at  the  hotly 
contested  Presidential  canvass  of  1892,  to 
which  he  devoted  all  of  his  time  for  three 
weeks.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Au 
.Sable  River  Lodge,  from  which  he  took  a 
demit  to  enter  the  Tahawas  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  No.  790,  of  Au  Sable  Forks. 

Mr.  Spencer  G.  Prime  was  married  Decem- 
ber 15,  1887,  to  I'^annie,  daughter  of  James 
Sweene\',  of  Cliutonville;  and  they  have  two 
children  —  Raymond  C.  ami  Clyde. 


lUCIUS     MYRON     REED,     a     veteran 
agriculturist  of   Morrisonville,  Clinton 
County,  was  born  at  W'illislon,  \'t., 
November  13,   18 18,  but   has   spent   the   larger 
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part  of  his  long  and  useful  life  in  this  town, 
being"  numbered  among  its  most  prosperous 
and  honored  citizens.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Ebenezer  Reed,  removed  to  Vermont 
from  Hudson  in  tliis  State.  He  served 
throughout  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  being  a 
commissioned  officer;  but  just  what  rank  he 
held  is  not  definitely  known.  He  subse- 
quently engaged  in  farming  in  Jericho,  \^t., 
remaining  there  until  his  demise.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Benton,  a  distant  relative  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Benton,  of  Missouri,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  eiglit  children;  namely. 
Philander,  Zanthy,  Myron,  Orange,  Laura, 
Myrilla,  Betsey,  and  Sarah. 

Myron  Reed  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  where 
he  was  educated.  He  assisted  his  father  on 
the  home  farm  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age, 
when  he  left  home  to  learn  the  trade  of  :i 
clothier.  After  serving  an  aiijirenticeship,  he 
started  a  carding  and  cloth-dressing  mill  at 
Winooski  Falls,  Vt.  :  l)ut  this  mill  was  un- 
fortunately burned  to  the  ground,  thus  Ijeing 
destroyed  in  a  few  hours  the  weiillh  which  he 
had  accumulated  by  years  of  Iioncst  toil  and 
rigid  economy.  Not  disheartened,  however, 
he  came  to  Morrisonville,  and  bought  a  shop 
not  far  from  the  future  residence  of  his  son 
Lucius.  The  water-power  proving  insuffi- 
cient for  his  l)usiness,  he  sold  the  property 
to  Deacon  Brown  and  next  iniilt  a  mill  in 
IMorrisonviile;  but  misfortune  followed  in  his 
pafh,  this  mill  being  washed  away  in  the 
freshet  of  1829,  again  causing  him  the  loss  of 
all  his  money,  some  three  thousand  dollars. 
He  then  built  a  mill  at   Schuyler's   Falls,  but 


subsequently  sold  it.  Later  he  purchased  a 
farm  on  Mason  Street;  and  this  lie  exchanged 
for  a  farm  on  Beckwith  Street,  which  his  son 
Lucius  M.  now  owns.  This  he  carried  on 
during  his  remaining  active  years. 

He  was  a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen  and  a 
brave  soldier  of  the  War  of  l<Si2,  serving  at 
the  haltle  of  I'lattsburg,  and  was  a  nutably 
kind-hearted  and  generous  man.  His  wife, 
formerly  Ann  Atherton,  a  daughter  ot  h'lihu 
Atherton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  bore  him  two 
children,  name!)':  lluhlah  Ann,  who  married 
I'roctor  Pierce,  and  bec;ime  the  mother  of 
three  children  —  George  11.,  Merritt  L.,  and 
Franklin;  ;ind  Lucius  Myron.  Mr.  Myron 
Reed  died  in  1866  in  his  eighty-first  year,  and 
his  wife,  Mrs.  Ann  A.  Reed,  died  in  1886  in 
lier  ninetieth  year. 

Lucius  Myron  Reed  ac(|uirod  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Miirrisom'ille,  out  of  school 
hours  ami  in  vacations  assisting  in  the  labors 
of  the  home  farm.  On  att;iining  his  m;ijor- 
ity,  his  father's  healtli  being  im]xiired,  Mr. 
Reed  remained  at  home  to  assist  in  tlie  man- 
agement of  the  farm.  W^ith  the  exception  of 
four  years,  wJien  he  was  keeiier  and  kitclien 
keeper  of  the  prison  at  Dannemora,  he  ]i\-ed 
thereuntil  1861.  In  1871  Mr.  Reed  moved 
to  Jiis  [iresent  valuable  estate,  which  for  sev- 
eral years  he  managed  with  signal  success, 
having  his  farm  well  improved  and  under 
excellent  cullivati(}n,  the  neat  and  tasteful 
premises  being  indicative  of  the  careful  dili- 
gence and  ]5rosperity  of  the  owner.  He  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  local  public  matters, 
and     served    in     1848     as     Superintentlent     of 
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Schools.  lie  was  formerly  identified  with  the 
Whigs,  but  since  the  formation  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  has  affiliated  with  that  body. 
His  first  IVesidential  vote  was  cast  in  1840 
for  William  Henry  Harrison.  Both  Mr.  I^ced 
and  his  wife  arc  valueil  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  which  he  joined  when  thirteen 
years  old. 

In  1843  l^Ir.  Reed  wedded  Margaret  Beck- 
with,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Huldah  (Buck) 
Beckwith,  of  Morrisonville.  She  was  born 
in  1822,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
dying  in  1892.  Two  children  were  born  of 
their  union  —  Edgar  and  Melville  Lucius. 
Edgar  was  a  union  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  a  member  of  Company  L,  One 
Hundred  and  Fort)'-first  New  York  Volunteer 
Engineers.  From  the  severe  hardships  he 
endured,  his  health  was  broken  down,  and  he 
died  the  year  after  his  return  home,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1866,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  Melville  L.,  who  was  born  March  18, 
1848,  was  also  filled  with  military  ardor  as 
the  war  went  on,  and  desired  to  join  the  army. 
Failing  to  obtain  the  consent  of  his  parents, 
he  ran  away  from  home  and  tried  to  enlist, 
assuring  the  recruiting  officers  that  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age,  but,  being  unable  to 
convince  them  of  the  alleged  fact,  reluctantly 
returned  to  the  labors  of  the  harvest-field. 

This  son  now  has  full  control  of  the  farm, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  acres, 
which  he  carries  on  with  eminent  success. 
On  January  2,  1873,  Melville  L.  Reed  mar- 
ried Miss  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  Henry  Baker, 
of    Peru.      He  and    his   wife   are    members    of 


the  Baptist  church,  with  which  he  united  in 
1868.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  a  stanch 
Democrat,  having  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  in  1872  for  Horace  Greeley,  but  is  now 
an  influential  member  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  served  with  ability  in  various 
town  offices,  such  as  Auditor  and  Inspector 
of  Elections.  In  1882  he  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  and  is  now  serving  his  fourth 
term,  ha\ing  been  re-elected  three  consecutive 
times. 


/^^TeORGE  D.  CLARK,  of  Ticonde- 
\mJ_  roga,  N.Y.,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired from  the  active  labors  on  the  homestead 
where  his  birth  occurred  fourscore  years  ago, 
the  date  being  February  19,  18 16,  occupies 
an  honored  position  among  the  intelligent  and 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Esse.x  County.  Rejoic- 
ing in  the  record  of  years  devoted  to  useful 
toil  and  happy  in  having  won  the  respect  of 
his  fellow-men,  he  is  now  nearing  the  last 
milestone  of  life's  journey  in  calm  content. 

He  is  of  pioneer  stock,  being  a  grandson 
of  Daniel  Clark,  who  was  born  March  24, 
1763,  in  Bedford,  Westchester  County,  N.Y., 
son  of  Nathan  Clark,  a  lame  shoemaker. 
Daniel  Clark  was  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  a 
man  of  unusual  energy  and  enterprise.  In 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  he 
came  with  his  family  to  this  county,  making 
the  wearisome  trip  through  the  woods  by  a 
path  marked  by  blazed  trees.  He  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  included  in  the  present  farm  of 
his  grandson,  George  D.,  and  soon  the  ringing 
blows  of   his  a.xe  could  be   heard   as   he   hewed 
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down  the  first  tree  cut  from  the  forest.  He 
erected  a  log  cabin,  cleared  the  land,  winning 
from  the  wilderness  a  comfortable  home,  where 
he  spent  his  last  years,  dying  in  1825. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife, 
Sarah  Denton,  bore  him  three  children, 
namely:  Elizabeth,  born  in  17S5,  who  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Wilcox,  and  died  in  1848,  leaving 
five  children;  Alexander  D.,  born  May  4, 
1787;  and  Stephen,  born  in  1789.  Mrs. 
Sarah  D.  Clark  died  in  1795;  and  Grand- 
father Clark  afterward  married  a  Miss  Smith, 
by  whom  he  had  a  large  family  of  sons,  one 
of  whom.  Captain  Joseph  Smith  Clark,  is 
living  in  Brooklyn.  He  was  a  seafaring  man 
for  many  years,  beginning,  as  he  says,  "before 
the  stump,"  and  passing  through  the  various 
grades  of  seamanship  until  he  became  captain 
of  an  ocean  steamer.  Captain  Clarke's  son 
Darius  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the 
North-west,  going  to  Northern  Wisconsin, 
untler  the  auspices  of  the  government,  to  build 
a  light-house  on  the  Straits  of  Mackinaw. 
He  subsequently  settled  at  Green  Bay,  Wis., 
where  he  carried  on  an  extensive  lumber  busi- 
ness; and  later,  removing  to  Chicago,  he  es- 
tablished a  lumber  yard  in  that  city,  being  a 
memi)er  of  the  firm  cjf  Douseman  &  Clark. 

Alexander  D.  Clark,  although  but  a  boy 
when  he  came  with  his  father  to  this  county, 
gave  much  assistance  in  the  pioneer  labor  of 
improving  a  farm,  and  continued  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  during  his  life.  He 
fought  gallantly  in  the  War  of  1812,  being 
present  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  September 
It,    1 8  14,  and  afterward  received  a  pension  for 


his  services.  On  April  16,  1815,  he  married 
Harma  Treadway,  who  was  his  faithful  com- 
panion and  counsellor  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury, living  until  1864,  her  death  occurring 
nearly  a  year  prior  to  his.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  George  D.,  the  direct  subject 
of  this  biography ;  Julia,  who  married  Cicero 
Sayre,  and  died  at  Westport  in  1893,  leaving 
a  large  family  of  children;  Hosea  T.,  who  is 
living  near  l^'ort  Ticonderoga,  now  seventy- 
five  years  of  age;  Melissa,  who  married  Dar- 
win Smith,  and  died  in  1864;  and  Polly  K., 
widow  of  the  late  Azro  Bailey,  of  this  town. 

George  D.  Clark  grew  to  man's  estate  on 
the  home  farm,  obtaining  iiis  meagre  educa- 
tion in  the  typical  log  school-house.  He 
began  life  fcu"  himself  by  running  a  canal  boat 
from  1835  until  1837,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  manufacturing,  being  junior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Treadway  &  Clark  for  three  years. 
In  1S40,  with  a  view  of  settling  in  the  then 
Far  West,  he  \'isited  Wisconsin  and  Illinois, 
but  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  invest  in  either 
the  forests  of  the  former  .State  or  the  prairies 
of  the  latter. 

Returning  to  the  scenes  of  his  childhood, 
Mr.  Clark  married  on  I\Iarch  21,  1841,  Miss 
Rosina  Cook,  daughter  of  Warner  Cook,  a  na- 
tive of  this  town  and  a  son  of  Samuel  Cook,  a 
hero  of  the  Revolution.  Warner  Cook  was  a 
farmer.  He  married  Deborah  Robbins,  who 
bore  him  several  children,  among  them  being, 
besides  Mrs.  Clark,  who  was  married  when  but 
eighteen  years  old,  William  H.  Cook,  father 
of  the  Rev.  Josepli  Cook,  who  has  been  before 
the  public  many  years  as  a  lecturer. 
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AIIlt  their  marriai;c  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark 
assumed  the  management  of  the  home  farm, 
wliicli  they  have  since  carried  on  snccessfully. 
prosperity  smiling  on  all  their  undeitakings. 
They  have  accumulated  largo  wealth,  being  the 
owners  of  some  twelve  hundred  acres  of  jiro- 
dnctive  land,  in  several  farms  antl  lots.  In 
addition  to  general  luisbandry,  Mr.  Clark  has 
paid  es[)ecial  attention  to  rearing"  fine  stock  of 
all  kinds,  dealing  extensively  in  shee]),  cattle, 
and  horses,  keeping  from  one  humlred  to  three 
hundred  of  the  former,  mostly  Si)anish  me- 
rinos. Among  his  horses  he  has  some  of  the 
finest  in-bred  Morgan  stock  to  be  found  in  the 
county.  He  at  one  time  owned  the  noted 
stallion,  N'ictor,  also  the  Lady  Winship,  who 
had  a  record  of  2.23,  he  having  reared  and 
trained  her.  Iler  colt,  Lester,  has  won  a  rec- 
ord of  2.17!,  and  Bumblebee  under  his  man- 
agement trotted  in  2.25. 

hi  pcditics  Mr.  Clark  is  a  faithful  su]i- 
]K(|-ter  of  the  piinciples  of  the  Repul)lican 
party,  and  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  as 
Assessor  and  as  Commissioner  of  llighways. 
In  religion  he  is  liberal  and  ])rogiessi\'e  in 
his  views,  in  thorough  sympathy  with  his  esti- 
mable wife,  who  is  a  sincere  believer  in  the 
Universalist  faith. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  the  following  being  a  brief  record: 
Alexander  D.,  a  farmer,  residing  on  the  old 
Cook  farm  near  Lake  George,  has  a  wife; 
Marion  !•".,  widow  of  the  late  L.  R.  Locke, 
lives  with  her  parents:  Aila  IC,  wife  of  .'\ithur 
Delano,  owner  of  an  adjoining  farm,  has  two 
sons  and   one  daughter:    I'rank    C.    is  a   stock 


farmer  near  b)' ;  James  IL,  who  has  two 
daughters,  li\-es  on  the  farm  where  Joseph 
Cook,  his  uncle,  was  born. 

In  March,  1894,  l-'rank  C.  Clark,  in  com- 
pany with  G.  H.  Iluber,  ot  New  York  City, 
purchased  one  thousand  acres  of  land  near 
here,  and  established  the  Ticonderoga  I'oint 
stock  farm,  which  is  rapidly  being  developed 
into  one  of  the  best  farms  of  the  kind  in  the 
-State,  their  stock  now  comprising  one  hun- 
dred and  eight)' -four  horses  of  excellent 
breeds.  In  July,  1S75,  Mr.  Frank  E.  Clark 
married  Miss  Jennie  Lee,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  .Sarah  (HIack)  Lee,  both  natives  of 
Putnam,  N.\'.  Of  the  four  children  born  of 
their  union  Gerti'ude  died  in  infanc\',  the 
others  being  Lee,  a  graduate  of  tlie  Albany- 
Business   College;    Rutherford;   and  William. 


/^^TloRGE  nelson  WEBB,  who  first 
V^'l  established  himself  in  business  in 
Plattsburg,  N.V.,  in  i  S44,  is  a  native  of 
Clinton  County,  ha\ing  been  born  in  lieek- 
mantown,  Septend:)er  i,  1.S22,  and  is  of  sub- 
stantial New  England  ancestry.  His  father, 
Iloi'atio  N.  Webb,  was  born  in  Chaidntte,  V'l.. 
and  I'lis  grandfather,  yXbrahani  Lansing  Webb, 
probably  in  Connecticut.  The  latter  removed 
from  the  ]ilace  of  his  nativit)'  to  V'ermont, 
taking  u[)  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Char- 
lotte. A  finely  educated  man,  he  taught 
school,  ke])t  books,  and  made  himself  gen- 
eral 1)-  useful  ill  a  |)rofessional  way  while 
there.  Removing  thence  to  New  York,  he 
spent   his    last    years    in    Beekmantown.      The 
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maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Hester  Mc- 
C  reedy. 

Horatio  N.  Webb  early  learned  the  trade 
of  shoemaker,  and  followed  his  occupation  in 
different  localities,  spending  his  declining- 
years  with  his  son  George  N.  in  I'lattsburg, 
dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  sevent)--nine. 
fie  married  Folly  Winters,  who  was  born  pre- 
sumably in  Beekmantown,  being  a  daughter  of 
William  Winters,  who  married  a  Miss  Barber. 
Airs,  I'olly  W.  Webb  also  lived  to  a  good  old 
age,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  To  her  and  her  husband  seven  chil- 
dren were  born,  the  following  being  their 
names:  George  N.,  Hannah,  Charles,  Richard 
O.,  Lois,  Abram  L.,  and  William  H. 

George  N.  Webb  was  the  recipient  of  excel- 
lent etlucational  advantages,  the  knowledge  he 
obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
town  being  supplemented  by  an  attendance  at 
the  I'lattsburg  Academy,  a  noted  institution 
of  that  day.  In  early  manhood  he  began  his 
mercantile  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  large  estab- 
lishment for  dealing  in  general  merchandise, 
located  on  Bridge  Street,  and  afterward  occu- 
pied a  similar  [)osition  for  the  firm  of  Vilas  & 
lidsall.  At  that  time,  upward  of  a  half-cen- 
tury ago,  there  were  no  railways  here,  antl  all 
goods  were  received  by  way  of  the  lake;  but, 
since  the  advent  of  railroads,  telegraphs,  and 
telephones,  the  entire  business  methods  of  the 
place  have  changed,  and  in  their  advancement 
Mr.  Webb  has  been  a  potent  factor.  In  1844 
he  began  business  for  himself,  opening  a  gro- 
cery store  on  Margaret  Street,  where  he  con- 
tinued   until     1849,    when   his  store,    with    its 


entire  contents,  on  whicli  there  was  no  insur- 
ance, was  burned.  After  this  disaster  Mr. 
Webb,  whose  courage  was  good,  engaged  in 
the  tinware  business  at  Au  Sable  I'^orks,  but 
did  not  remain  there  very  long,  preferring  to 
locate  permanently  in  this  town.  Returning, 
therefore,  to  Plattsburg,  he  opened  a  stove 
and  tinware  store  on  ]5ridge  .Street,  but, 
regardless  of  his  former  experience,  again 
failed  to  have  either  the  building  or  the  stock 
insured.  In  1861  a  second  conflagration 
wiped  out  his  entire  stock  and  capital,  liut, 
with  characteristic  energy  and  [lerseverance, 
he  started  anew  on  the  same  site,  antl  has 
since  met  with  continued  success  and  prosper- 
ity, his  own  ability  and  perseverance  having 
been  the  means  by  which  he  has  risen  to  his 
present  good  position  in   lousiness  circles. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Webb  with  I-lli/abeth  A. 
Bcssey,  a  daugliter  of  Abram  and  Hannah 
(Rand)  Bessey,  of  Whitehall,  N.Y.,  was  sol- 
emnized on  June  17,  1847.  They  have  had 
five  children,  one  son  and  four  daughters — - 
Hannah  M.;  George  Horatio;  Chailotte  I.; 
Sarah  I'rances;  and  Lucia,  who  died  in  1862. 
In  i)()litii.\s  Mr.  Webb  was  formerly  a  Whig, 
but  since  the  formation  of  the  Reiniblican 
party  has  been  one  of  its  most  earnest  support- 
ers. He  is  likewise  a  strong  advocate  of  tin' 
temperance  cause.  Sociallv,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternit)',  belonging  to  Clinton 
Lodge,  No.  155,  A.  V.  &  A.  'SI. ;  to  the  I'latts- 
burg Ciiapter,  No.  39,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
in  the  latter  of  which  he  has  served  as  High 
Priest.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  esteemed 
members   of   the  .Methotlist    l'4)iscoi)al  church. 
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lUSSKLL  H.  FULLER,  a  well-to-do 
farmer  ami  highly  respected  citizen 
of  ICllenburg  Corners,  is  a  nati\'e  of 
Vermont,  liaving  been  born  in  the  town  of 
l'"errisburg,  April  15,  1S25.  His  father,  Isaac 
J.  I'uller,  was  born  in  Kent,  Conn.,  February 
10,  I  So  I,  and  his  mother,  Harriet  (Knapp) 
I'\iller,  was  a  native  of  Starksboro,  Vt. 

Abraham  I'uUer,  the  father  of  Isaac  J.,  re- 
moved from  Connecticut  to  Vermont,  where 
he  engaged  in  a  speculative  business;  but  his 
last  days  were  spent  in  Pennsylvania.  Toward 
the  close  of  his  life  his  mental  faculties  be- 
came more  and  more  impaired,  till  at  length, 
old  and  imbecile,  lie  set  fire  to  his  house,  and 
perished  in  the  flames.  His  first  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Almira  Jewett,  was  a  native 
of  Schencctad)',  N.Y.  She  bore  him  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  by  a  subsequent 
marriage  he  had  a  son  and  daughter. 

Isaac  J.  r'uller  removed  to  Vermont  with 
his  parents,  and  on  starting  out  in  life  for 
liimself  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Addison 
County.  In  1828  he  came  to  Clinton  County 
and  settled  in  Beekmantown,  whence  he  re- 
moved eleven  years  later,  March  10,  1839,  to 
i'dlenburg,  and  purchased  fifty  acres  of  wild 
land  across  the  road  from  where' his  son  now 
lives.  He  at  once  proceeded  to  clear  the 
land,  and  in  a  comjiaratively  short  time  had  a 
good  part  of  the  place  under  cultivation.  He 
(lied  here  in  1856.  His  marriage  with  Miss 
Harriet  Knap]i  was  solemnized  in  Monkton, 
Addison  Comity,  Vt.,  Januar\-  18,  1821.  She 
survived  him  many  years,  dying  October  12, 
1888,    in    the    eighty-ninth    year   of    her    age. 


Three  sons  were  born  of  their  union,  namely: 
Wesley  Fuller,  who  died  here  December  21, 
1844,  at  twenty-two  years  of  age;  Russell  B. 
I""uller;  and  R.  Milton  Fuller,  who  died  on 
the  old  home  farm  in  1877  at  forty-seven  years 
of  age.  The  latter  left  a  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters: Tilson  Day  Fuller,  residing  in  Nashua, 
N.H.;  Alida  P.,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  A.  B. 
Enright,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Waitsfield,  Vt. ;  and  Flora  E.,  who 
married  Fred  L.  Myers,  and  resides  at  Ellen- 
burg  Depot. 

Russell  B.  Fuller  was  but  three  years  old 
when  he  was  brought  from  Vermont  to  Clin- 
ton County  by  his  parents.  In  his  boyhood 
he  attended  the  district  school,  and  remained 
on  the  old  homestead  until  sixteen  years  of 
age.  Two  years  later  he  obtained  a  position 
in  the  nail  factory,  and  was  engaged  at  nail- 
making  for  ten  years  at  Au  Sable  Forks,  in 
Keescville,  N.Y.,  and  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  He 
now  owns  a  farm  of  seventy-five  acres  near 
the  old  homestead;  and  although  well  ad- 
vanced in  years  he  is  still  actively  engaged  in 
general  farming,  and  keeps  a  dairy  of  from 
five  to  ten  cows.  After  his  return  from  Pitts- 
l)urg,  on  July  19,  1855,  he. was  joined  in  mar- 
riage w^ith  Miss  Nancy  McLean,  who  was  born 
in  Constable,  Franklin  County,  N.Y.,  May  i  i, 
18 1 7,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  B.  and  Rhoda 
(Hedding)  McLean.  Mrs.  Fuller's  mother 
was  a  sister  of  the   late  Bishop   Hedding. 

Mr.  James  B.  McLean  was  born  in  Salis- 
bury, Conn.  He  was  a  son  of  John  McLean, 
who  came  to  this  country  from  Scotland,  ac- 
companied loy  his  wife,    and,  while   in   service 
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as  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  received  a  wound 
in  the  face  that  caused  his  death  in  later  years. 
James  B.  McLean  came  from  Connecticut  to 
Clinton  County,  and  was  at  one  time  a  farmer 
of  Chazy,  whence  he  removed  to  Ellenburg, 
where  his  last  years  were  spent.  He  died  of 
small-pox  February  8,  1873,  at  eighty-three 
years  of  age,  having  prior  to  his  last  sickness 
enjoyed  remarkably  good  health.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  six 
daughters,  of  whom  Mrs.  Fuller  was  the  fourth 
child  and  third  daughter,  she  and  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Elmira  Cashman,  being  now  the  only 
survivors.  Their  mother  died  in  1862,  Feb- 
ruary 15,  at  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  have  no 
children. 

Although  RL".  Fuller  was  reared  a  Demo- 
crat, he  has  for  many  years  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party.  Among  the 
offices  in  which  he  has  served  is  that  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  also  Justice  of  Sessions.  He 
and  his  wife  are  communicants  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  he  is  an  I'^lder  in  the 
church.  Notwitlistanding  they  have  acquired 
a  comf(jrtable  comiietence,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
I'uller  still  attend  personally  to  their  daily 
work. 


I  m^m  t 


lUFUS  MERRIHI'AV,  Over.seer  of  the 
Poor  at  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County, 
N.Y.,  was  born  March  26,  1826,  in 
the  town  of  Berne,  Albany  County,  in  this 
State.  His  father,  the  late  Seth  C.  Merrihew, 
was  a  native  of  Columbia  County. 


When  a  young  man,  Seth  C.  Merrihew  re- 
movetl  to  Albany  County,  and  for  a  few  years 
was  occupied  in  tilling  the  soil  in  the  town  of 
Berne.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Rens- 
selaerville,  an  adjacent  town,  and  there  went 
into  mercantile  business  with  John  Huyck, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Huyck  &  Merrihew, 
continuing  five  years.  After  disposing  of  his 
share  of  the  business,  he  went  to  Montgomery 
County,  in  the  beautiful  \-alley  of  the  Mohawk, 
where  he  again  engaged  in  farming.  A  few 
years  later  he  opened  a  store  in  P'onda,  in 
company  with  his  son  Rufus;  and,  having  built 
up  a  successful  trade,  he  sold  his  interest  in 
the  establishment  to  his  son  Orhunlo.  He  was 
afterward  engaged  in  no  active  business,  but 
continued  his  residence  in  Fonda  until  his 
death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  He  married  Polly  Fancher,  a  native 
of  Berne,  whose  tleatli  occurred  at  P'onda  in 
the  sixty-sixth  year  of  her  age.  She  reared 
five  children;  namely,  Permelia,  Rufus,  Or- 
lando, Eliza,  and  Frances. 

Rufus  Merrihew  acquired  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  and  later  attentled 
a  select  school  in  Rensselaerville  anil  tJie 
academy  of  that  town.  He  I)egan  his  active 
career  at  the  age  of  nineteen  as  a  schoolmaster, 
being  engaged  for  a  year  and  a  half  in  teach- 
ing near  Fonda,  and  was  next  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store,  first  in  Bakiwins- 
ville,  Onondaga  County,  and  later  in  Am- 
sterdam, Montgomery  Count)'.  Returning  to 
Fonda,  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with 
his  father,  who  two  years  later,  as  ])efore 
stated,    sold   out   to   Orlando.      In  addition   to 
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carrying  on  their  store,  tlic  brothers  operated 
flouriiig-mills,  and  for  eighteen  months  man- 
aged a  cotton-mill  on  the  Ca)'adutta  Creek. 
In  itS57  Mr.  Merrihew  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
locating  in  Sauk  City,  -Sauk  County,  where  he 
])urcliased  a  flour-mill.  l'"inding  this  a  paying 
investment,  he  bought  another  mill,  located  at 
Lone  Rock,  Richland  County,  conducting 
both  successfully  until  i  S6o,  when  the  Sauk 
City  mill  was  burned.  In  1862  I\Ir.  Merri- 
hew sold  his  [)roperty  in  the  West,  and,  re- 
turning to  New  York,  engaged  in  the  flour 
business  at  Albany,  as  agent  for  Durant  & 
Co.,  continuing  his  residence  there  until  com- 
ing to  I'lattsburg  to  open  an  office  for  the 
sale  of  flour  and  grain.  Mr.  Merrihew  has 
won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen  by  his  honorable  methods  of  dealing 
and  close  attention  to  business,  his  genuine 
and  active  interest  in  the  public  welfare,  and 
his  faithful  service  in  the  ofTices  of  trust  to 
which  he  has  been  elected.  In  politics  he  is 
a  stanch  supjiorter  of  the  princij^lcs  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  his  opinions  on  the 
leading  questions  of  the  day  are  everywhere 
respected. 

Mr.  Merrihew  was  first  married  in  1854  to 
Cornelia  L.  Carvin,  an  accomplishctl  musi- 
cian, the  daughter  of  the  l^ev.  A.  \V.  and 
Hannah  Garvin.  She  was  a  native  of  V'er- 
mont,  her  father,  who  was  a  Methodist  minis- 
ter, having  been  located  in  a  jiarish  in  that 
State  at  the  time  of  her  birth.  .She  bore  her 
husband  three  children,  namely:  William  G., 
who  has  inherited  the  musical  talent  of  his 
parents,  anil  has  been   a   director  of   music    in 


Chicago   and    in    Kansas   City;    Earl,  who  was 

accidentally  drowned  when  a  boy  of  fifteen 
years;  and  Lillian,  who  was  graduated  from 
the  Beethoven  Conservatory  of  Music  at  St. 
Louis,  ami  is  now  instructor  of  music  in  Pike 
College,  Bowling  Green,  Mo.  In  1880,  about 
three  years  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Merrihew  was  again  married  to  Miss  Lillie 
Palmer,  a  daughter  of  William  Palmer,  of 
Moocrs,  this  county,  and  by  this  union  has 
one  daughter  —  Corinne.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mer- 
rihew are  communicants  of  the  Episcopal 
church. 


LVIN  H.  MANNING,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Peru,  Clinton  County,  N.Y. 
was  born  in  this  town,  .September 
15,  184S.  His  parents  were  Edgar  and  Sally 
M.  (Thew)  Manning,  and  among  his  distant 
relatives,  as  revealed  by  the  light  of  geneal- 
ogy, may  be  mentioned  the  late  Cardinal 
Manning  and  Daniel  Manning,  who  resigned 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  United  .States 
Treasury  in  April,  1887,  and  dieil  in  Decem- 
ber of  that  year. 

The  Mannings  are  of  English  descent. 
The  first  of  the  name  in  this  country  settled 
in  Massachusetts,  whence  some  of  the  family 
of  a  later  generation  moved  to  Allnirg,  Vt., 
where  Mr.  Manning's  great-gi'andfather, 
Joshua  Manning,  is  supposed  to  have  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  Very  little  is 
known  of  him  except  that  he  was  married  and 
left  ten  children — Jacob,  John,  Joseph, 
Harry,  Thomas,  Absalom,  Nellie,  Joshua, 
Richard,  and  Gabriel. 


V/y 


ALVIN     H.    MANNING. 
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Absalom  Manning,  the  sixth  son  named 
above,  was  born  in  Alburg,  and  tliere  grew  to 
manhood  and  marrieel.  Later  in  life  he 
moved  to  I'ort  Jactcson,  Clinton  County,  N.Y., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  blacksmith 
for  many  years.  His  wife,  Lucinda«Danford, 
who  was  also  of  Alburg,  died  on  May  4,  1848, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  having  had  five 
children — Alonzo,  Melissa,  Watson,  Josiah, 
and  Edgar.  Alonzo,  born  in  181 5,  died  on 
June  26,  1S40,  aged  twenty-five  years;  Me- 
lissa, born  in  1822,  died  on  June  25,  1844,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two;  Watson  was  born  in 
1819,  and  died  October  22,  1844,  aged  twenty- 
six;  Josiah,  who  was  born  in  1835,  died  b"eb- 
ruary  25,   1864,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine. 

Edgar  Manning  was  born  in  Alburg,  Vt., 
December  23,  1817.  He  came  to  Clinton 
County,  New  York,  when  he  was  about  nine- 
teen years  old,  and  worked  in  the  town  of  An 
Sable  for  two  years.  In  1837,  the  year  of  the 
great  financial  panic,  he  bought  a  farm  of  sev- 
enty acres  in  Peru,  which  is  now  occupied  by 
his  son.  Being  very  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing, he  added  to  his  landed  possessions  from 
time  to  time,  until  he  owned  six  linndred 
acres.  He  continued  actively  engaged  in 
clearing  and  cultivating  his  land  imtil  his 
death,  on  December  12,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  Iri  jjolitics  he  was  a 
Democrat  until  i86o,  when  he  allied  himself 
with  tile  Re|)ublicans.  He  never  cared  for 
office,  but  devoted  his  whole  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  his  farm.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  ICpisco- 
pal  church,   being  Trustee  of  the  society  for 


twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  holding  also  the 
office  of  .Steward  in  that  body  for  some  yeai's. 
His  wife,  .Sally  M.  Tiiew,  daughter  of  (iilhert 
Thew,  a  farmer  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Au 
Sable,  was  born  i\ugust  19,  18 17.  They 
reared  two  children  —  Gilbert,  wiio  was  born 
Aijril  19,  1840,  now  engaged  in  farming  at 
Arbor  .Springs,  Micii.;  and  .\Kin  H.,  of  I'cru, 
N.Y.  Mrs.  Sally  M.  Manning  died  on  Ocl.)- 
ber  19,  1 89 1,  at  seventy-four  years  of  age. 

Alvin  H.  Manning,  after  attending  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  later  a  select  school  in  Peru, 
his  native  town,  assisted  his  father  in  tiie 
management  of  tlie  farm  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  when  lie  desired  and  expected  to 
leave  home.  Urgently  requesteil  to  remain 
on  account  of  the  delicate  health  of  liis  father, 
he  complied  with  his  parents"  wishes,  anil  con- 
tinued to  labor  on  the  home  farm.  .Since  his 
father's  death  Mr.  Manning  has  dis|)osed  of 
all  but  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  llie 
paternal  estate,  of  which  one  hundred  and 
fifty  are  under  cultivation. 

A  Republican,  like  his  father,  before  him, 
Mr.  Manning  also  entertains  the  same  views 
in  regard  to  office-holding,  never  Jiaving  been 
lirevailed  upon  to  accept  any  nomination.  Ik- 
joined  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  church  in 
1870,  serving  as  Steward  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  resigned  ;  and  for  two  years  he  was 
Suntlay-scliool  superintendent. 

On  June  7,  1871,  Mr.  Manning  married 
'  Miss  Amy  Mace,  daughter  of  James  Mace,  a 
farmer  of  Au  Sable.  Mrs.  Manning  is  of  Eng- 
lish ancestry  on  the  paternal  side,  but  lier 
mother's  ancestors  came  from   Holland.      Her 
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family  were  formerly  Quakers:  and  her  father, 
James  Mace,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Moriah  township  in  I'lssex  County,  New  York, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
for  many  years.  He  is  still  living  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-six.  He  has  been  twice 
married,  anil  has  reared  ten  children,  Mrs. 
Manning  being  the  youngest  child  of  the  first 
wife.  Mi\  and  Mrs.  Manning  have  one  son, 
lulgar  Richard,  who  was  born  in  1877,  and  is 
now  attending  the  Plattsburg  High  School. 


(^"fERHERT  GOODSPEED,  an  enter- 
])rising  citizen  of  Ellenburg  Centre, 
■^  where  he  carries  on  a  general  mer- 
cantile business,  was  born  in  Chazy,  now  Al- 
tona,  near  West  Chazy,  Clinton  Cou  ty,  N.Y., 
on  the  23d  of  January,  1844.  He  is  a  son  of 
William  anil  Brunetta  W.  (Hrown)  Goodspeed. 
Joseph  Goodspeed,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Herbert,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  where  his 
emigrant  ancestor,  who  came  from  Ireland, 
had  settled  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Joseph  removed  from  his  native  State  to  Guil- 
ford, Vt. ;  and  there  his  son  Charles  was  born 
about  the  year  1790.  Charles  Goodspeed  fol- 
lowed farming  for  a  number  of  years  in  Chazy, 
N.Y.  He  died  in  1S63,  and  is  buried  on 
West  Hill  in  the  town  of  P^llenburg.  He  was 
twice  married  —  first  to  Miss  I'hcebe  Eldred, 
who  bore  him  three  sons  and  two  daughters, 
respectively  named  William,  Stephen,  Hiram, 
ICunice,  Louisa;  and  second  to  Miss  Catherine 
Coonley,  by  whom  he  had  two  .sons  and  a 
daughter,  namely,    Sanford,    De  Witt  C,  and 


Mary  Jane.  These  children  are  living,  but 
their  mother  is  deceased. 

William  Goodspeed,  who  was  born  in  Chazy, 
September  14,  18 17,  and  died  May  i,  1886, 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  In  1840 
he  married  Miss  Brunetta  W.  Brown,  who  was 
a  native  of  Chazy,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Deacon  Edmond  Brown.  Eive  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  a  son  and  four  daughters. 
Those  who  lived  to  maturity  are  Herbert; 
Henrietta,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  McKinney,  of 
Ellenburg;  and  Emma  Goodspeed,  who  died 
in  July,  1895,  at  forty-five  years  of  age.  Viola 
Goodspeed  died  in  i860  at  five  years  of  age, 
and  Laura  Ann  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Bru- 
netta \V.  Goodspeed's  death  having  occurred 
December  22,  1880,  at  sixty-one  years  of  age, 
her  husband  married  a  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Emily  A.  Reynolds,  who  survives  him,  and  is 
living  in  Plattsburg. 

Herbert  Goodspeed  received  a  good  common- 
school  education,  and  after  completing  his 
studies  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  five 
terms.  Although  reared  to  farm  life,  his  in- 
clinations did  not  turn  in  that  direction;  and 
at  twenty  years  of  age  he  became  a  clerk  in 
Ellenburg  Centre,  continuing  in  his  first  posi- 
tion about  two  years,  and  after  that  was  teach- 
ing winters  and  farming  summers  until  1870. 
He  then  became  a  salesman  for  John  Haugh- 
ran,  with  whom  he  remained  eleven  years. 
In  1890,  in  company  with  M.  E.  Brown,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Goodspeed  &  Brown,  he  es- 
tablished his  present  business.  Mr.  Brown 
retired  in  April,  1893;  and  since  that  time 
Mr.    Goodspeed    has    conducted    the    business 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


'05 


alone,  dealing  in  general  merehandise,  and 
carrying  a  stock  of  between  tour  and  five  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  also  has  a  small  farm  out- 
side the  village. 

On  IN'Iarch  25,  1868,  Mr.  Goodspeed  mar- 
ried Miss  Maria  M.  Hall,  of  this  place,  a 
ilaiighter  of  the  Rev.  Ira  and  Sally  (Wait) 
Hall.  Her  parents,  who  are  now  dead,  were 
born  in  Isle  La  Motte,  Vt.  Five  of  their 
children  are  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Goodspeed; 
Elihu  Hall;  Cyrus  Hall;  Mrs.  Marilda  Al- 
dridge,  of  Chazy:  and  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Ham- 
mond, at  Ellenburg  Depot;  and  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  deceased.  The  father 
died  in  1873  at  seventy-three  years  of  age,  and 
the  mother  in  1892  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodspeed's 
home  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Ernest  H.,  twenty-two  years  old,  in 
the  store  with  his  father;  William  R.,  who 
died  at  two  years  of  age;  and  Myra  E.,  a 
young  lady  attending  school  and  pursuing  the 
study  of  instrumental  music. 

Mr.  Goodspeed  is  a  faithful  supporter  (jf 
Republican  principles.  He  was  elected 
School  Commissioner  in  1881,  serving  two 
terms;  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor 
five  years.  He  is  a  membei-  of  the  Good 
Templar  organization.  The  family  have  lived 
in  their  present  attractive  home  since  1874. 


IIARLES   HENRY   NOBLE,  a  retired 
iron   manufacturer  and   lumber  dealer 
of     Elizabcthtovvn,     Essex    County, 
N.V.,  was  born  in  the  adjacent  town  of  I'^sse.x, 


January  15,  1S38.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry  R. 
and  Cornelia  (Gould)  Noble,  and  is  a  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-known  fam- 
ilies ill  Essex  County. 

General  Ransom  Noble,  Mr.  Noble's  grand- 
father, was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the 
town  of  Essex,  locating  there  when  a  young 
man,  and  engaging  in  the  iron  manufacturing 
industry,  and  also  extensively  in  the  lumber 
business,  both  of  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully in  connection  with  his  sons,  Harmon 
and  Belden,  until  his  death.  He  accumulated 
a  handsome  fortune,  a  part  of  which  he  in- 
vested in  real  estate,  owning  besides  valuable 
mining  propertv,  many  farms,  and  large  tracts 
of  lumber  lands.  He  entered  the  army  as  a 
Captain  in  the  War  of  18 12,  commanded  a 
brigade  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  in  18 14, 
and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
general.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  who  was  a  Miss  McNeil,  of  Vermont, 
becoming  the  mother  of  four  sons  —  Charles, 
Harmon,  Henry  R.,  and  Belden.  He  married 
for  his  second  wife  a  sister  of  General  Ross, 
of  Essex. 

Henry  R.  Noble,  the  third  son,  embarked  in 
the  ii'on  manufactory  in  I'llizabetlUown,  and 
in  the  lumlier  business,  in  comjiany  with  his 
brother  Charles;  and  the  firm  of  C.  &  11.  R. 
Noble  continued  actively  and  extensively  en- 
gaged in  these  industries  until  about  1836. 
Charles  then  changed  his  field  of  operations 
to  New  York  City;  ami  Henry  R.,  with  the 
helj)  of  his  son  Charles  IL,  conducted  the 
business  in  IClizabethtown  for  tiie  remainder 
of  his   life.      In   politics  he  was  originally  a 
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Whig,  but  joined  the  Republican  party  at  its 
formation,  lie  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Congregational  chuieh  in  l'".lizabethto\vn,  con- 
tributitig  liberall)'  toward  its  erection,  and 
was  an  active  and  influential  nienibcr  of  the 
church  and  society.  lie  died  in  1863.  Mis 
wile,  Cornelia  Gould,  was  a  daughter  of  Judge 
John  (iould,  an  iron  nianufacturei'  and  lumber 
dealer  of  ICssex.  They  rcaretl  three  children, 
as  follows:  Charles  Henry,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Richard  L.  Hand,  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Elizabethtown;  and  John  Gould  Noble,  who 
is  now  a  practising  physician  of  New  York 
City. 

Charles  Henry  Noble  receivctl  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Russell  Military  Institute  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.;  and,  after  completing  his 
studies,  he  entered  the  iron  manufacture  with 
his  father.  He  developed  an  energy  and 
capacity  for  business  pursuits  at  an  early 
stage  of  his  active  career,  and  soon  acquired 
practical  knowledge  and  skill  that  fitted  him 
to  become  business  manager  lor  his  father. 
After  his  father's  death  he  continued  to  carry 
on  the  enterprise  until  about  1869,  at  which 
time,  excessive  jiroduction  and  too  close  com- 
petition having  rendered  it  no  longer  profit- 
able, he  sold  the  mines,  together  with  sev- 
eral thousand  acres  of  land.  Aside  from  the 
iron  industry  and  the  lumber  trade,  he  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  conducting  a 
large  and  ]irofital)le  general  store  for  some 
years;  and  his  entire  business  career  was 
marked  by  a  liberal  and  progressive  policy, 
which  resulted  in  the  most  satisfactory  finan- 


cial success.  His  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
iron  trade  and  a  keen  perception  of  its  future 
outlook  jirompted  his  withdrawal  from  fur- 
ther  operations   at  a  most  opportune  moment. 

Mr.  Noble's  wife,  formerly  Lavinia  De 
llass,  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Wills  De  Mass, 
a  well-known  archaeologist  and  scientist,  of 
Virginia,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble  have  one  liv- 
ing child. 

Mr.  Noble  is  not  united  with  any  political 
party,  preferring  to  vote  independently;  and 
he  supports  the  candidate  whom  he  considers 
most  capable  of  holding  office.  He  attends 
the  Congregational  church,  and  contributes 
liberally  toward   its  sujjport. 


'siYO.SEl'H  ROMEO  EMERSON  is  a 
venerable  and  respected  citizen  of 
Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  now 
living  retired  from  active  cares,  after  having 
devoted  himself  tov  many  years  with  marked 
ability  and  success  to  the  prosecution  of  vari- 
ous business  enterprises  and  to  ])ublic  service. 
He  was  born  August  17,  1809,  in  Massachu- 
setts, son  of  Josejih  ICmei'son,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire.  His  lineage,  so  far  as  the  pres- 
ent writer  is  aware,  has  not  been  traced  in 
full  to  the  immigrant  progenitor;  but  he  is 
said  to  number  among  his  ancestors  Colonel 
Nathaniel  I'.merson  of  Revolutionary  fame, 
his  fatlier,  -Samuel  Emerson,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  and  long  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Chester,  N.II.,  and  Nathaniel 
lunerson,   of  Ipswich. 
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The  Emerson  family  in  Ameriea  is  of  I'-ng- 
lish  origin,  coming  from  the  Emersons  of 
Durliani,  England.  Some  of  those  who  have 
most  worthily  borne  the  name  in  this  country 
have  been  descendants  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
luiierson,  of  Mendon,  Mass.,  and  later  of 
Concord,  Mass.,  who  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
Emerson,  an  early  settler  of  Ipswich,  Mass. 
Nathaniel  Emerson,  of  that  town,  brother  of 
the  Rev.  Joseph,  died  at  Ipswich  in  1712, 
aged  eighty-three  years.  In  this  connection 
may  be  noted  an  interesting  item  in  the  family 
history.  Ralph  Emerson,  in  1535,  in  the 
County  jialatine  of  Durham  in  England, 
received  from  Henry  VIII.  a  grant  of  the 
heraldic  arms,  which  has  been  in  use  in  some 
branches  of  the  Emerson  family  since  —  three 
lions  passant,  with  a  demi-lion  holding  a 
battle-axe  for  crest.  This  escutcheon  is 
carved  on  the  tomb-stone  of  Nathaniel  Emer- 
son at  Ipswich,  Mass.  It  was  certified  to  by 
a  London  herald,  Richard  Dale,  in  1709,  as 
the  correct  escutcheon. 

Colonel  Nathaniel  Emerson,  son  of  Samuel 
Emerson,  was  born  in  1741,  in  the  town  of 
Chester,  N.II.  In  early  manhood  he  settled 
in  Candia,  N.H.,  and  became  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  the  town.  lie  was 
commissioned  an  officer  in  the  militia  by  Gov- 
ernor Bcnning  Wentworth,  while  New  Hamp- 
shire was  a  colony  of  Great  Britain,  and  later 
was  an  active  jjarticipant  in  the  Revolutionary 
struggle  for  independence,  being  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  Colonel  Stickney's  regiment,  which 
was  at  the  front  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
Bennington,  so  gallantly  fought  on  August  16, 


1777,  and  in  the  following  year  occupying 
the  same  rank  in  Colonel  Nichols's  regiment 
in  Rhode  Iskind,  when  the  American  army  was 
co-operating  with  the  Erench  tleet  in  an  at- 
tempt to  expel  the  British  forces  from  the 
province.  The  attack  upon  the  British  was 
unsuccessful,  and  Colonel  Emerson  soon  after- 
ward returned  to  Candia.  During  the  entire 
war  of  the  Revolution  he  was  a  very  prominent 
and  efficient  member  of  the  Conmiittee  of 
Safety.  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention 
which  framed  the  first  State  constitution,  and 
was  for  four  years  a  member  of  the  New 
Hampshire  House  of  Representatives.  He 
died  April  30,   1S24. 

Joseph  Emerson,  son  of  Colonel  Nathaniel 
Emerson,  was  born  in  17S2.  After  receiving 
his  education,  he  began  mercantile  life  in 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  meeting  with  good  success. 
He  afterward  removed  to  Vermont,  and  still 
later  engaged  extensively  in  the  lumjjering 
business  in  the  Ottawa  district,  Canada. 
Here  he  met  with  serious  financial  reverses, 
from  which  he  never  recovered.  The  later 
years  of  his  life  were  passed  with  his  son, 
Joseph  Romeo,  in  J-lllenburg,  N.Y.,  where  he 
died  in  1855.  He  was  ])roud  of  his  Revolu- 
tionary ancestors,  not  only  of  his  father. 
Colonel  Emerson,  but  of  his  kinsman,  the 
Rev.  William  luiierson,  of  Concord,  Mass., 
who  joined  the  militia  on  the  green  in  front  of 
his  church,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Con- 
cord fight.  Josej)!)  luiierson  married  Sarah 
Malvina  Tabor,  a  daughter  of  Church  and 
Elizabeth  Tabor,  of  Haverhill,  Mass. 

Joseph     Romeo     I'^merson,    son    of    Joseph 
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Emerson,  completed  his  school  life  at  Zadock 
Thompson's  Academy  in  ]-iurlini;lon,  V't.,  and 
conmienci'd  business  at  Albur.L;  "City,""  Vt.,  in 
183 1,  continuin.i;  there  until  he  removed  in 
i83cS  to  ICllenbur;;-,  Clinton  County,  N.V., 
where  he  became  one  of  the  first  picmeer  Si-'t- 
tlcrsand  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  promoting 
the  welfare  and  business  interests  of  the  town. 
He  established  a  general  store,  managed  a 
mill,  extensively  engaged  in  lumbering,  con- 
ducted a  hotel  (on  the  old  mail  stage  route 
through  from  Ogdensburg  to  i'lattsburg,  all 
the  travelling  being  done  by  stage  coaches), 
and  carried  on  a  large  farm,  controlling  each 
enterprise  most  successfully.  Besides  attend- 
ing to  his  private  interests,  Mr.  Emerson 
there  filled  many  offices  of  trust,  having  been 
Postmaster  nine  years,  Supervisor  five  years. 
Town  Clerk  seven  years,  and  was  appointed 
by  the  Governor  as  Military  Road  Commis- 
sioner for  three  terms  of  two  years  each, 
being  prominently  before  the  public  during 
the  major  part  of  the  seventeen  years  he  re- 
sided in  Ellenburg. 

In  1S55  Mr.  ICmerson  dis[)osed  of  his  prop- 
erty in  that  town,  and  removed  to  I'lattsburg, 
that  his  chiltlren  might  have  better  educa- 
tional advantages.  He  embarked  in  mer- 
cantile business  opposite  the  Cumberland 
House,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  R.  Emerson 
&  Son,  at  the  same  time  accejiting  a  i)osition 
as  Deiuity  Collector  of  Customs;  but  at  the 
expiration  of  four  years  he  resigned  that  office, 
which  he  had  filled  acceptably,  and  gave  his 
attention  solely  to  his  business.  On  the 
breakintr   out    of    the    Rebellion    his    son    and 


junior  partner,  George,  and  his  valued  clerk, 
Walter  Benedict,  joined  the  army;  and  Mr. 
ICmerson,  being  left  alone,  closed  out  his  busi- 
ness in  I'lattsburg,  and  for  a  few  years  looked 
after  his  interests  in  Alburg  .Springs.  A  few 
years  later  he  again  entered  the  mercantile 
business  under  the  same  firm  name,  J.  R. 
Emerson  &  .Son,  this  time  associating  willi 
him  his  youngest  son,  William  Leslie,  con- 
tinuing under  the  most  prosperous  financial 
conditions  until  the  death  of  William  Leslie 
in  18S3,  when  he  closed  out  and  retired  from 
business  to  private  life. 

Mr.  Emerson  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  General  Jackson  in  1832,  having  since 
that  time  been  a  faithful  adherent  of  his  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Church,  where  he 
was  a  Warden  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is 
said  that  he  has  had  a  clerical  kinsman,  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  in  every  generation  but  one, 
as  far  back  as  Eox's  "Book  of  Martyrs,"'  to 
which  one  of  his  ancestors  wrote  a  supplement. 

On  June  3,  1838,  Mr.  Emerson  married 
Emily  D.  White,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  White,  of  Barre,  Vt.  They  reared 
four  chiUh-en  —  George  ilenry,  l^llen  E., 
Anne  I'^liza,  and  William  Leslie.  George  H. 
was  born  June  5,  1839,  ^t  Ellenburg,  Clinton 
County,  and  there  began  his  education,  which 
was  finished  at  the  I'lattsburg  Academy. 
Ujion  leaving  school  he  entered  the  store  of 
.S.  1'.  Bailey,  remaining  there  as  clerk  for 
some  months,  wdien  he  entered  into  business 
with  his  father.  In  1862,  inspired  with  the 
patriotism  of  his  ancestors,  he  assisted  in  rais- 
ing a  company  for  Harris  Light  Cavalry,  New 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


109 


York  State  Volunteers,  and,  receiving  a  Lieu- 
tenant's commissifin,  served  witli  tliis  company 
for  some  months,  when  lie  was  honorably  dis- 
charged on  account  of  the  illness  from  which 
he  never  recovered.  He  died  at  Washington, 
of  consumption,  December  i,  iS(16.  His  wife 
was  Delia  Thomas,  a  daughter  of  Colonel 
Thomas,  of  Keeseville,  N.Y.  Anne  Eliza, 
l\Tr.  Emerson's  surviving  daughter,  was  mar- 
ried in  1869  to  Dr.  I'llliott  C.  Low,  the  son 
of  John  and  l^liza  Low,  of  Westport,  ILssex 
County,  N.Y.  Dr.  Low  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent physicians  of  Clinton  County,  having 
been  engaged  in  very  active  practice  in  I'latts- 
burg  for  over  twenty-five  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Low  have  one  daughter,  Eliza  Mary  Low. 

William  Leslie  lunerson  was  born  in  Ellen- 
burg  in  1854,  and  was  educated  entirely  in 
Plattsburg.  On  completing  his  studies,  he 
joined  his  father  in  business,  and  while  with 
iiim  displayed  a  most  remarkable  and  imusnal 
ability  and  tact,  continuing  actively  employed 
until  his  early  death  on  the  Tith  of  .September, 
1883.  He  was  a  young  man  of  tlie  finest 
tastes,  of  exemplary  character  and  habits,  and 
a  sincere  member  of  Trinity  Church,  Platts- 
burg. Only  five  months  pi'ior  to  his  death, 
he  married  I-'aniiy  Karnes,  daughter  of  James 
Barnes,  of  IJeekmantown. 


|HARLES  G.  WICKICR,  a  prosperous 
jr  agriculturist  and  stock-raiser,  paying 
especial  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  fine  horses,  was  born  March  31,  1846,  in 
Ticondcroga,    Esse.x    County,    N.Y.,    on    the 


farm  where  he  now  lives.  His  father,  Gus- 
tavus  N.  Wicker,  was  born  antl  reared  in 
Essex  County,  here  spending  the  major  ]ior- 
tion  of  his  long  life  in  the  jieaceful  occupa- 
tion of  tilling  the  soil,  passing  to  his  rewartl 
after  a  lingering  illness,  October  12,  1895. 
The  grandfather,  Charles  h'rederick  Wicker, 
was  born  in  .Schuyler,  .Saratoga  County,  in 
1770,  of  Welsh  progenitors.  A  more  ex- 
tended account  of  the  Wicker  ancestry  may 
be  found  in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  Mr. 
Charles  L.  Wicker. 

Gustavus  N.  Wicker,  father  of  Charles  G., 
married  Miss  Mary  Barber,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Joel  ]5arber,  in  1836;  and  the  young  cou])le  at 
once  settled  on  their  farm,  near  the  village 
of  Ticondcroga,  there  s]3ending  their  entire 
wedded  lite,  a  (leriod  of  nearly  sixty  years. 
Mary  Barber  was  the  eklest  of  a  family  of  five 
daughters  born  to  Dr.  Barber  and  his  wife 
(whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  .Smith),  her 
birth  having  occurred  in  1815.  .She  has  two 
sisters  yet  living:  Julia,  wife  of  .S.  Wright 
Dunning,  of  New  York  City;  and  Harriet, 
wife  of  the  I'iev.  Henry  ]5uckley,  an  Advent 
minister  in  Crawford  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Of  her  union  with  (iustavus  N.  Wicker  foui' 
children  were  born,  the  three  besides  our  sub- 
ject being:  Juli;i,  who  mari'ied  Hii'am  I'^ield, 
and  died  in  early  life,  leaving  one  daughter, 
Lizzie;  Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  having  been  graduated  from  Holy- 
oke  .Seminary  a  short  time  before;  and  Joel 
I?.,  a  farmer  at  Upper  l'"alls,  Ticondcroga, 
who  married  Miss  Augusta  Burnett,  they 
being  the  iiarents  of  one  son  and  three  tlaugh- 
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ters.  Gustavus  N.  Wicker  was  identified 
with  the  Repul)lican  party  for  many  years,  but 
in  the  hitter  part  of  his  life  espoused  the  cause 
of  temperance,  becoming  an  active  Prohibi- 
tionist. Mrs.  G.  N.  Wici<er,  a  woman  of  ex- 
ceptionally fine  intellectual  powers,  has  ever 
been  a  zealous  worker  in  religious  circles, 
and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Advent 
Society. 

Charles  G.  Wicker  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  undertakings,  both  in  farming 
and  in  stock-raising,  placing  upon  the  market 
some  of  the  finest  horses  to  be  found  in  this 
section.  When  a  young  man  he  formed  a 
matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Frances  Cal- 
kins, a  daughter  of  Colonel  William  and 
Amanda  (Weed)  Calkins,  of  this  city;  and 
their  union  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth 
of  two  children — Julia,  now  a  student  in 
Vassar  College;  and  William,  an  active  boy 
of  twelve  years. 


HOMA.S  15ARTHOLOMKW  COTTER, 
a  rising  member  of  the  Clinton  County 
bar,  associated  with  the  well-known  firm  of 
Weeds,  Smith  &  Conway  of  Plattsburg,  was 
born  in  Chesterfield,  I'^lssex  County,  N.Y., 
June  1 8,   1870. 

Ilis  father,  Richard  Cotter,  a  native  of 
Cork,  Ireland,  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  early 
age  of  twelve  years,  and  soon  after,  in  1858, 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  became  a  resident 
of  the  l':mi>ire  State.  He  first  found  employ- 
ment in  this  county,  being  engaged  to  buy 
supplies  for  a  camp  of  about  one  hundred  and 


fifty  lumber  men  at  Black  Brook,  on  Spring 
Lake,  receiving  a  salary  of  sixty  dollars  per 
year  for  the  four  years  thus  engaged.  He 
then  came  to  Plattsburg,  where  he  worked  for 
several  years;  and  while  here  he  met  and  mar- 
ried Margaret  Lynch,  who  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years  thereafter  was  his  devoted 
wife,  and-  the  light  and  cheer  of  his  home. 
He  next  turned  to  agricultural  pursuits,  work- 
ing first  as  a  farm  hand  in  Plattsburg,  and 
later  in  Tompkins  County,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Chesterfield,  where  he  managed  a 
farm  on  shares  for  two  years.  He  was  subse- 
quently employed  for  a  time  in  the  works  of 
the  Peru  .Steel  Iron  Ore  Company  at  Au 
Sable  Forks,  resigning  from  there  to  buy  the 
Straight  farm,  which  is  about  two  miles  from 
Plattsburg,  and  is  well  known  for  the  various 
kinds  of  fruit  raised  thereon. 

Here  Richard  Cotter  and  his  wife  reared 
their  eight  children;  namely,  John,  Peter  G., 
Ellen,  Margaret,  Richard  J.,  Thomas  B.,  Pal- 
rick  J.,  and  Mary  A.  John,  the  eldest  child, 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  187S, 
when  he  received  an  appointment  at  tlie  Clin- 
ton prison  in  Dannemora  to  take  charge  of  the 
convicts  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the 
Chateaugay  Railroad.  A  year  later  he  re- 
signed to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  mines  at 
Lyon  Mountain,  filling  the  position  with 
credit,  initil  in  1881  he  was  attacked  with 
typhoid  fever,  of  which  lie  died  six  days  later. 

Peter  attended  the  Plattsburg  High  School 
winters,  off  and  on,  from  1877  till  1881,  work- 
ing on  the  farm  during  the  summers.  He 
also  taught  several  terms  of  school   in  various 
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parts  of  Clinton  Comity.  In  1881,  at  tlie  re- 
quest of  Mr.  A.  L.  Inman,  he  accepted  the 
charge  of  the  druggist  department  of  the 
Chateaugay  company's  store  at  Lyon  Moun- 
tain. In  the  spring  of  1882,  being  offered 
the  professorship  of  Englisli  language  at 
Mount  Royal  College,  Montreal,  Quebec,  he 
left  to  assume  his  new  duties,  resigning  in 
1884  to  commence  a  course  of  study  at  the 
Albany  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1887.  At  the  commencement 
exercises  of  each  year  that  he  was  in  college 
he  received  one  of  the  prizes  contended  for  in 
the  different  departments  of  tlie  school,  the 
first  year's  prize  being  a  case  of  clinical  in- 
struments; the  second  year's,  a  work  on  ob- 
stetrics; and  the  third  year's,  an  appointment 
to  St.  Peter's  Hospital,  Albany,  where  he 
remained  until  October,  1S87,  when  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Cleveland  as  Cnited 
States  resident  physician  at  b^irt  Yuma,  Ariz. 
Here  he  has  improved  his  opportunites,  and 
built  U]i  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He 
has  recently  built  a  large  block,  owns  much 
real  estate,  has  one  of  the  finest  drug  stores 
on  the  coast,  and  has  become  identified  with 
many  local  enterjjrises. 

Richard  J.  was  graduated  from  the  I'latts- 
burg  High  School  in  June,  1887,  receiving 
a  college  interest  diploma;  antl  in  September, 
1887,  he  entered  "The  Crand  Seminary"  at 
Montreal,  to  study  for  the  ])riesthood,  where 
he  remained  until  June,  1890.  The  following 
November  he  sailed  for  Rome,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  ordination  at  tlie  American  College 
May  28,  1893,  and  on  June  12,  the  same  year, 


the  degree  of  D.D.  Returning  to  America  in 
July,  the  Re\'.  Riciiaril  Cotter  was  at  once  ap- 
pointed assistant  rector  of  .St.  Mary's  Cathe- 
dral at  Ogdensburg,  where  he  remainetl  until 
October,  1S95.  He  then  sailed  for  (ieiniany, 
and  is  now  a  student  at  the  universities  in 
Bonn. 

Ellen  remained  at  home  during  her  life,  the 
last  six  years  of  which  she  was  an  invalid. 
She  was  idolized  by  her  family  and  frientls, 
and  will  ever  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
noblest  of  women.  She  died  August  28, 
1892.  Margaret,  wlio  also  cheeied  her  jiar- 
ents'  declining  years  by  iier  presence,  [lassed 
away  at  her  home  in  November,   1876. 

Patrick  J.,  after  finishing  his  course  at  the 
Plattsburg  High  School,  entered  the  Nor- 
mal .School,  but  was  obliged  to  discontinue 
his  studies  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  was 
a  bright,  sunny-faced  boy  of  much  ]ironiise. 
In  October,  1892,  he  went  West  to  his  brother, 
in  hojies  to  get  strength  and  vigor  in  the  l)rac- 
ing  air  of  a  higher  altitude  and  in  a  wai'mer 
climate;  but  consumption  had  t)bl. lined  too 
ileep  a  hold  uiion  him,  and  a  year  later  he  re- 
turned to  pass  his  last  davs  in  |.)eace  and  (|uiet- 
ness  at  the  old  home,  dying  here  No\^ember 
26,   1893. 

Mary  made  for  herself  a  brilliant  record 
early  in  her  school  life,  attending  first  the 
grammer  school  and  for  a  year  the  jjriniary 
department  of  the  Normal  School,  and  later 
D'yonville  Academy,  graduating  fioiii  lliat 
school  in  June,  1894,  and  is  now  jnirsuing  a 
course  at  the  State  Normal  Sciiool  at  I'latts- 
burji'. 
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Tlionias  B.  Cotter  received  his  early  educa- 
tion at  the  district  schools,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1886  began  teaching  school  at  Valcour.  In 
February,  1887,  he  entered  the  high  school, 
and  during  the  following  summer  vacation, 
though  but  a  youth  of  nineteen,  accej^ted  the 
position  of  guard. over  the  convicts  at  Clinton 
]irison  in  Dannemora.  In  the  autumn  he  went 
back  to  the  high  school,  but  in  the  following 
June  returned  to  the  prison,  and  taught  the 
convict  school,  continuing  there  until  Jul}", 
1889,  when  he  was  taken  sick  with  typhoid 
fever,  and,  as  soon  as  able  to  be  moved,  re- 
turned to  his  home  at  Plattsburg.  In  Octo- 
ber, i8go,  under  Professor  Holden,  Mr.  Cotter 
began  the  Normal  School  course.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  that  organized  the 
literary  societies  of  that  school,  and  was  later 
made  the  first  President  of  the  Washington 
Irving  Literary  Society,  being  re-elected  to 
the  same  office  until  the  close  of  his  school 
life  in  1891,  when  he  completed  the  scientific 
course. 

Mr.  Cotter  then  commenced  the  study  of  law 
with  the  firm  of  Weeds,  .Smith  &  Conway, 
leaving  their  office  in  September,  1892,  to 
take  a  course  at  the  Albany  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  on  June  13,  1893, 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  having  been  one  of 
the  three  orators  at  the  Commencement  exer- 
cises. A  few  days  later  he  returned  to  the 
firm  with  which  he  has  since  been  connected, 
to  take  charge  of  the  clerks  and  assume  the 
general  management  of  the  ofiTice.  Me  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  I'ebruary,  1894.  Mr. 
Cotter    is    connected    with    several    local    or- 


ganizations. He  is  Secretary  of  tlie  Mount 
Carmel  Cemetery  Association,  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Gibbons  Institute,  and  attorney 
for  the  local  board  of  the  Cosmopolitan  Loan 
Association  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  been  an  active 
worker  in  every  campaign  since  he  was  a 
voter. 


eTHAN  JUDSON  VAUGHN,  a 
prominent  and  well-to-do  agricultur- 
ist, of  Morrisonville,  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  the  citizen-soldier  element  of  this  State,  and 
the  descendant  of  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Clinton 
County.  He  was  born  October  2,  1839,  at 
Beekmantovvri,  formerly  a  part  of  Plattsburg. 
His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Vaughn,  settled  on 
a  tract  of  wild,  forest-covered  land  in  Platts- 
burg at  an  early  day,  and  toilsomely  re- 
claimed a  good  farm,  on  which  he  spent  his 
remaining  days.  Two  poplar-trees  which  he 
planted  are  still  standing  at  the  corner  of  the 
turnpike  and  the  Miller  road. 

Noble  A.  Vaughn,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  at  Plattsburg,  and,  there  growing  to 
manhood,  assisted  his  father  on  the  homestead 
farm  until  reaching  his  majority.  Removing 
then  to  West  Beekmantown,  he  bought  a  farm, 
which  he  carried  on  with  excellent  success 
until  late  in  life,  when  he  gave  up  its  manage- 
ment to  his  eldest  son,  Adoniram.  He  mar- 
ried Lavinia,  daughter  of  Joshua  I\Tariam,  of 
Groton,  N.H.  ;  and  they  reared  eight  children, 
the  following  being  their  names  —  namely, 
Sylvina,  Emily,  Celinda,  Maria,  Adoniram 
Judson,  Elnathan  J.,  Stephen  K.,   and  Eliza. 
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Elnatlian  J.  \'aughn  ^rcw  to  manhood  in 
West  Beekmantown,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  on  the  home  farm 
being  thoroughly  drilled  in  practical  farming. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  bought  the  remain- 
ing years  of  his  minority  from  his  father,  giv- 
ing him  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and 
then  entered  the  employment  of  Deacon 
Charles  Hunter,  a  farmer  of  Schuyler"s  Falls, 
with  whom  he  lived  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebellion  in  1861.  Promptly  responding 
to  the  call  for  volunteers,  Mr.  Vauglin  en- 
listed under  Captain  Stetson  in  Company  E, 
Si.xteenth  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  E. 
Davis.  This  regiment  was  assigned  to  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  Fifth  Division  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  subsequently 
engaged    in   tlie  battle  of   Bull    Run,  July  21, 

1 861,  at  West  Point,  May  7,  1S62,  and  at  the 
••ieven  days"  battles  from  June   25  till   July  i, 

1862.  During  the  last  days  of  June,  1862, 
Mr.  Vaughn  was  taken  sick,  and  was  sent  to 
the  hospital  at  ]?edloe's  Island,  from  which  he 
was  honorably  discharged  August  17,  1862. 
Ho  returned  to  Plattsburg  in  a  thorouglily 
debilitated  condition,  weighing  but  one  hun- 
dred and  six  pounds,  and,  after  reaching 
home,  continued  to  grow  worse,  being  finally 
reduced  to  ninety-seven  pounds  avoirdupois. 

Good  treatment  and  careful  nursing,  how- 
ever, prevailed  over  his  malady.  His  natural 
strength  being  restored,  in  the  sjjring  of  1864 
he  bought  sixty  acres  of  land  of  Harvey  Wes- 
ton, of  Schuyler's  Falls.  A  year  later  he  sold 
that,  and  purchased  his  present  fine  property, 


which  was  also  called  the  Weston  farm.  Ik- 
has  been  prosijcred  in  all  of  his  undertakings, 
his  farm,  in  point  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ments, ranking  among  the  best  in  the  vicin- 
ity. In  politics  Mr.  Vaughn  has  always  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party.  Relig- 
iously, botli  he  and  Mrs.  Vauglm  are  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  P'-piscojial  chui'ch, 
of  which  he  has  been  Steward  and  Trustee  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  Vaughn  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  whom  he  married  January  i,  1868, 
was  PLlizabeth  Read,  daughter  of  Richmond 
Read,  of  Schuyler's  Falls.  Three  cliildren 
were  born  to  them,  of  wjiom  only  one,  Miss 
Angle  H.  Vaughn,  is  li\'ing.  SJie  completed 
her  education  in  the  high  school  at  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  where  she  afterward  took  lessons  in 
oil  painting,  crayon,  and  pastel  work,  for 
which  she  has  disi)laye<l  decided  talent.  On 
June  29,  1877,  Mrs.  P^lizabeth  Read  \'aug]in 
passed  to  the  life  immortal.  lught  years 
later,  on  September  23,  1S85,  Mr.  Vaughn 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Li  Hie  P.,  daugh- 
ter of  Waterman  Plels,  of  .Schn)'ler's  I'aljs. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  l)irl]i  of 
three  children;  namely,  Roy  C,  J.  Hurlon, 
and    I-'than   Allen. 


i.\TTHi:W  IIUNTI'-.R,  a  general 
arnier  and  stock-raiser,  of  Crown 
Point,  Essex  County,  has  a  valu- 
able farm  in  .School  District  No.  14,  near  Iron- 
vijle.  He  is  a  native  of  the  lunerald  Isle. 
having  been  born  in  1828    in   County  Antiim, 
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where  his  fatlicr,  William  Hunter,  (iwned  a 
small  farm,  on  which  he  li\ccl  until  his  demise 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
William  Hunter  was  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  Mary  McCrady,  bore  him  seven  sons 
and  one  daughter,  our  subject,  Matthew,  being 
the  sixth  son.  His  second  wife  bore  him  six 
sons  and  two  (huighters.  These  sixteen  chil- 
dren all  grew  to  mature  life,  one  daughter 
d)ing  at  the  age  of  eighteen  }-ears :  the  other 
fifteen  married  and  reared  families.  Of  Mat- 
thew's own  brothers  and  sisters,  five  are 
living,  three  being  in  Am.crica. 

Matthew  Hunter  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
receiving  a  fair  schooling  in  his  native  home. 
On  reaching  man's  estate,  thinking  to  better 
his  financial  condition,  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  The  voyage  was  made  from  ]?elfast 
on  a  vessel  called  "Old  Chieftain"  and  com- 
manded by  Captain  Mann;  and  six  weeks  and 
three  days  later,  on  June  i,  1849,  ^f''-  Hunter 
landed  in  New  York  City,  with  less  than  ten 
dollars  in  liis  pockets.  Coming  directly  to 
Crown  I'oint,  which  was  then  included  within 
the  limits  of  .Schroon,  he  secured  work  as  a 
charcoal  burner  for  I'enfield,  Harwood  & 
Co.,  receiving  at  the  first  twelve  dollars  jjcr 
month.  These  wages  w^ere  increased  from 
time  to  time,  he  remaining  with  this  firm 
tJiree  years.  Mr.  Hunter  then  purchased  from 
the  company  a  tract  of  one  liundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  began  burning  charcoal  and  farming 
on  his  own  account.  The  purchase  jirice  of 
his  farm  was  eleven  hundred  dollars,  of  which 
he  iiaid  eight  bundled  dollars  in  cash,  and  be- 
fore  very  long   found    himself   able   to   pay  off 


all  his  indebtedness.  Ylc  has  met  with  rare 
success  in  his  agricultural  labors,  having  in 
addition  to  his  first  farm,  which  he  still  owns, 
bought  the  estate  on  which  he  now  resides, 
bargaining  for  it  in  1882  aiul  removing  to  it 
in  18S4.  It  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms 
in  this  locality,  containing  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  was  formerly 
known  as  the  Francis  Worcester  farm,  it 
being  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  mountain 
from  Mr.  Hunter's  original  farm.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  and  dairying,  keeping 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  cows,  five  or  six  good 
horses,  and  about  thirty  head  of  young  stock. 
Mr.  Hunter  has  rendered  his  fellow-towns- 
men excellent  service  as  a  public  officer,  hav- 
ing been  Assessor  three  years  and  School 
Trustee,  besides  holding  other  offices.  He  is 
a  zealous  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  relig- 
ion both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Congregational  church. 

In  March,  1853,  Mr.  Hunter  was  united  in 
marriage  with  l-jnily  Cloiigh,  of  Crown  Point. 
Mrs.  Hunter  is  a  daughter  of  I'hilip  and 
.Sarah  (Sortwell)  Clough,  her  father  being 
from  Ireland,  and  her  mother  a  daughter  of 
Hale  .SortweH,  who  removed  from  New  Hamji- 
shire  to  this  town,  in  which  he  was  a  pioneer 
farmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  have  lost  five 
of  their  children,  four  having  lived  but  a 
brief  time,  one  son,  I'^lmer  Ellsworth,  d\ing 
;it  the  tender  age  of  two  years.  The  four 
living  are  as  follows:  Mary,  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Hunter,  of  Columbia  County,  has  three 
sons;  John,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm, 
married    a   cousin.    Miss    Sarah    Hunter,    who 
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came  witli  her  parents  to  this  country  from 
County  Antrim,  Irelantl,  her  fatlier  being 
William  Hunter,  now  a  resident  of  Columbia 
County;  James  E.,  a  resident  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  married  Jennie  Cram:  and  Charles  S., 
who  lives  on  the  old  farm,  married  Flora 
Abbey,  he  and  his  wife  being  the  parents  of 
two  sons. 


Gi^p^AJOR  JACOB  PARMERTKR,  who 
fought  and  bled  for  his  country  in 
the  late  Civil  War,  a  respected 
citizen  of  Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  not  wholly  re- 
tired from  business,  is  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, having  been  born  December  22,  iSJ(S,  in 
the  town  of  Vergennes,  V't.,  a  short  time  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  James  Parmerter,  who 
was,  it  is  thought,  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Peru,  Clinton  County,  N.Y.  After  the  de- 
cease of  her  husband  Mrs.  Parmerter,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Irish,  had  re- 
turned to  the  home  of  her  parents,  John  and 
Martha  Irish,  in  Vergennes,  Vt.  ;  but  she 
spent  her  last  years  at  the  home  of  the  Major 
in  Essex  County,  this  State. 

In  the  course  of  his  active  career  Major 
i'armcrter  has  been  engaged  in  various  kinds 
of  business,  in  each  displaying  practical  abil- 
ity, and  being  guided  by  high  moral  principles 
in  his  transactions  with  his  fellow-men. 
After  leaving  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
village,  being  then  a  boy  of  fifteen  years,  he 
came  to  New  York  State,  locating  in  the  town 
of  Essex,  Essex  County,  where  he  soon  ob- 
tained a  situation  as  clerk  in  a  general  store. 
Industrious,  capable,  and  ambitious,  he  made 


himself  exceedingly  useful  in  his  suboidinate 
capacity,  and  after  a  time  was  admitted  as  a 
partner  in  the  firm.  He  continued  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  there  for  a  numl)er  of  years. 
He  was  also  interested  in  the  iron  industry, 
attending  to  both  that  and  his  iluties  in  the 
store.  He  likewise  served  as  Sheriff.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1861,  his  jiatri- 
otic  blood  being  aroused,  Mr.  Parmerter  as- 
sisted in  raising  three  companies,  and  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  the  last  one,  which 
was  designated  as  Company  ]{,  and  attached 
to  the  One  Hundred  and  lughteenlh  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantrv.  He  was  a  brave 
and  daring  soldier,  leading  his  men  to  the  front 
in  many  engagements,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor  received  so  severe  a  gunshot 
wound  in  the  right  leg,  that  amjiutation  was 
necessary.  For  gallant  conduct  he  was  bre\-- 
etted  Major,  and  b\-  reason  of  pliN'sical  disabil- 
ity was  honorably  discharged. 

After  his  return  and  his  recovery  to  health 
the  Major  was  elected  a  member  of  the  County 
Board  of  .Supervisors;  and  later,  in  1866,  he 
was  ajjiiointed  Collector  of  Customs  at  the 
port  of  Plattsburg,  a  responsible  ]iosition, 
wiiich  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  for  nine 
years.  Since  that  time  Major  Parmerter  has 
devoted  his  time  mainly  to  his  private  inter- 
ests, but  as  a  loyal  y\merican  citizen  has  not 
been  inimindful  of  the  general  welfare. 

Mr.  Parmerter's  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Lovina  Imus,  having  died  on  June 
5,  1855,  he  subsequently  married  I.ucy  A. 
Wynian,  their   nuptials   being   celebrated    No- 
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vember  22,  1856.  She  is  a  native  of  tlie  lun- 
l)ire  State,  hi)rii  in  the  town  of  Schroon,  July 
II,  1836,  daugiiter  of  Nahuni  and  Emil)' 
(Hall)  Wyman,  a  more  extended  sketch  of 
whose  lives  may  be  found  in  the  History  of  the 
Wyman  family,  compiled  by  C.  E.  Wyman 
and  R.  W.  llubbard.  By  his  first  marriage 
the  Major  had  fwc  children,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased  i)ut  one  son,  I'rederick;  and  of 
his  secontl  union  five  children  have  been 
born — namely,  ICdward  J.,  Almon  Lee,  Henry 
Hartley,  Frank  Wyman,  and  Roliert  Hale. 
The  family  occupy  a  pleasant  home,  beauti- 
fully located  on  the  river's  bank,  on  Margaret 
Street;  and  here  they  exercise  a  generous  hos- 
pitality, and  are  held  in  high  consideration  as 
neighbors  and  friends.  Mr.  I'armerter,  who 
is  a  great  reader,  and  possesses  a  vast  fund  of 
general  int'ormalinn,  keeping  himself  well  in- 
formed on  the  topics  of  the  day,  has  never 
identified  himself  with  any  of  the  ])opular 
fraternal  organizations  except  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  I'iepublic,  of  which  he  is  a  x'alued 
member. 


T^DMrXi)  KINGSLANl)  15A15ER,  of 
JQI  Keese\'ille,  \.Y.,  was  b(nMi  in  New 
York  City,  October  7,  1841,  antl  is  the  son  of 
Alfred  and  Lucy  A.  IJaber. 

Alfred  Baber  and  Lucy  Ann  Kingsland  were 
married  in  Kecseville,  July  25,  1836,  and 
went  to  Xcw  Vork  City  to  live,  where  Alfi'ed 
was  in  business.  Alfred  was  born  April  4, 
1810,  in  New  Rochelle,  N.V.,  and  died  in 
Kecseville,  May  10,  i860.  His  parents  were 
James  L  and  Susan  Baber,  she  being  a  widow 


by  the  name  of  Cross.  Both  were  born  in 
England,  James  I.  in  1769,  and  Susan,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Shortman,  in  1774,  near 
Bristol.  James  I.  and  .Susan,  soon  after  mar- 
rying, came  to  America  and  located  at  New 
Rochelle,  where,  including  Alfred,  four  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  the  remaining  three 
being  William,  Charles,  and  Harriet,  all  of 
whom  married.  William  remained  in  New  Ro- 
chelle, where  he  died  and  is  buried;  Charles 
removed  to  Pottsville,  Pa.,  where  he  died  and 
is  buried;  and  Harriet  married  David  Ayers, 
of  Newark,  N.J.,  where  both  died,  and  were 
taken  to  Metuchen,  N.J.,  for  burial.  Susan 
had  three  children  by  her  former  husliand,  Mr. 
Cross,  none  of  whom  came  to  America,  so  far 
as  is  known.  Both  Alfred  and  his  wife  are 
buried   in   Evergreen  Cemetery  in  Kecseville. 

Lucy  Ann  ]?aber  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Lucy  Kingslantl,  John  having  been  born  Octo- 
ber 10,  1774,  and  died  March  19,  i860,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  died  and  been  buried  in  I'air 
Haven,  Vt.  Lucy  Davey,  liis  wife,  was  liorn 
July  26,  1775,  '''*-''!  September  1,  1854,  and  is 
burietl  in  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Kecseville. 
They  had  a  numerous  family,  five  of  which 
were  sons;  namelv,  I'-dmund,  Nelson,  Jacob, 
Abraham,  and  W'illiam,  who  were  in  close 
business  relations  with  Alfred  Baber  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  and  for  some  years  pre- 
viously.     All  of  these  brothers  arc  now  dead. 

Edmund  K.  Baber,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  named  after  ICdmund  Kingsland, 
one  of  the  Kingsland  brothers  aforesaid. 
With  his  parents  and  sister  Harriet  he  came 
to  Kceseville  in  1850,  where  two  other  sisters 
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were  born,  Mary  and  Susan  K.  Finishing  his 
schooling  at  tiie  Kecseville  Academy,  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Kingsland  &  15aber  in 
their  general  store  in  Keeseville  as  clerk,  the 
firm  being  composed  of  his  father  Alfred  and 
four  of  the  Kingslantl  brothers,  continuing  in 
such  employ  until  .April  12,  i860,  when,  on  the 
same  date  antl  at  the  solicitatioji  of  its  board 
of  officers,  he  accepted  the  position  of  an  assist- 
ant teller  of  the  Essex  County  Bank,  Keese- 
ville, which  at  the  time  was  widely  known, 
being  the  only  bank  within  a  radius  of  upward 
of  one  hundred  miles.  It  was  chartered  by 
the  legislature  in  1S32,  and  continued  until  the 
expiration  of  the  charter  in  1862,  and  though 
successful  financially  its  charter  was  not  re- 
newed. Owing  to  the  winding  up  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank,  Edmund  availed  himself 
of  the  opportunity  of  entering  the  office  of 
W.  \y.  Kingsland  &  Co.,  successors  of  Kings- 
land  &  Baber,  after  the  decease  of  Alfred 
Baber,  beginning  his  duties  November  18, 
1 86 1.  On  March  13,  1862,  having  gone  from 
Kecse\'ille,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Messrs. 
J.  I).  Kingsland  &  Co.  in  John  Street,  New 
York  City,  and  remained  with  them  to  July 
16,  1862.  On  the  next  tlay,  Jiily  17,  he  ex- 
changed his  engagement  for  that  of  botjk- 
keeper  for  Messrs.  Maltby  &  b-astwood,  a 
cloth  house  on  Reade  Street,  where  he 
reniaineil  until  January  30,  1864,  when  he 
returned  to  Keeseville.  On  Aiiril  i  of  the 
same  year  he  rented  the  property  known  as 
the  Goulding  &  I'cabody  l''oundry  and  Machine 
Shop  in  Kecseville,  taking  it  for  one  year, 
where  he  was  quite  successful;  but  he  being 


without  sufficient  capital  to  [lurchase  the 
plant,  and  it  having  to  be  soltl  to  settle  the 
affairs  of  an  estate,  it  was  bought  by  Nelson 
Kingsland  in  1865,  one  of  the  Kingsland 
brothers,  who  carried  it  on  afterward.  In 
the  summer  of  1S65  Ednumd  went  to  I'ilus- 
ville,  I'a.,  at  that  time  the  centre  of  the  oil- 
producing  country,  and  when  excitement  was 
the  highest,  with  newly  producing  wells  com- 
ing into  heavy  flowing  nearly  every  day. 
Though  travelling  to  some  extent  in  and  about 
that  section,  seeking  a  business  opening,  he 
dill  not  remain  long,  but  returned  again  to 
New  York  City  the  same  fall,  when  he  went 
back  to  his  former  position  as  book-keeper  with 
Maltby  &  Eastwood,  though  the  house  had  re- 
moved to  Broadway,  and  was  then  Maltby, 
Eastwood  &  Brewster.  He  remained  in  this 
position  until  November,  1866,  when  once 
more  he  returned  to  Keeseville,  where  he  has 
resided  ever  since. 

In  the  month  mentioned  he  opened  business 
as  a  private  banker,  and  also  as  a  dealer  in 
heavy  hardware,  occupying  rooms  in  the  office 
of  the  Au  .Sable  Horse  Nail  Company.  Tliere 
were  no  banking  facilities  in  the  ])!ace  at  the 
time  of  his  commencing  business,  and  until 
late  in  1870,  when  the  Keeseville  National 
Bank  was  organized,  he  continued  his  opera- 
tions as  banker.  He  then  became  identified 
with  the  Au  .Sable  Horse  Nail  Company, 
above  mentioned,  and  has  since  been  continu- 
ously in  its  employ,  being  appointed  its  Treas- 
urer in  1 87 1  and  elected  a  Trustee  in  1S79. 
In  1885  he  was  appointed  its  Manager,  to  suc- 
ceed its  former  manager,  Edmund  Kingsland, 
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who  died  in  1884.  Tiie  company  lias  l)ccn 
very  jirosixM'ous  since  ils  incorporation  in  1863, 
and  lias  loni;  lieen  known  as  among  the  largest, 
most  inlluential  and  aggressive,  though  con- 
servatively managed,  of  any  in  its  line  of  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  horseshoe  nails.  Mr. 
Haber  has  also  been  a  stockholder  in  the 
Keeseville  National  Hank  since"  December  23, 
1873,  one  of  its  Directors  since  1875,  and  be- 
came its  President  June  19,  1884,  succeeding 
lidmund  Kingsland,  deceased. 

During  his  residence  in  Keeseville  he  has 
filled  various  public  positions  of  trust,  having 
been  elected  village  Presitlenl  for  the  years 
1 88 1,  1882,  1883,  and  until  about  a  year  ago, 
when  he  resigned  his  office,  was  one  of  the 
original  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of  the 
village,  and  for  many  years  was  President  of 
the  Hoard  of  Education  of  the  Keeseville 
Union  Schools.  He  is  the  President  of  the 
Keeseville,  Au  Sable  Chasm  &  Lake  Cham- 
plain  Railroad  Company,  and  has  been  contin- 
uously since  its  incorporation  and  the  building 
of  the  road  in  1889,  having  been  one  of  the 
few  people  in  Keeseville  to  start  the  enterprise 
and  to  push  it  to  completion,  whith,  at  the 
last,  was  mainly  the  fruit  of  his  persevering 
individual  efforts. 

I\[r.  Haber  was  uniteil  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Augusta  Ilindes  on  October  24.  1S67. 
I  lis  wife  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Arminta 
Ilindes,  and  w\is  born  October  21,  1846. 
Two  sons,  their  only  children,  live  to  bless 
their  union,  namely:  James  Alfred,  born  .Sep- 
tember 19,  1 868,  whose  early  education,  re- 
ceived in  the  public  schools  and  at  Keeseville 


Acadeni)',  was  supplemented  by  a  special  course 
at  the  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Polytechnic  Listitute, 
entered  the  Chase  National  Bank  of  New  Voi-k 
City  in  1S89,  where  he  has  already  worketl  his 
way  up  to  the  position  of  assistant  jjaying 
teller.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Clara  E.  Martin  in  Auburn,  N.Y.,  October 
10,  1894.  The  second  son,  Willard  Hindes, 
was  born  July  25,  1881,  and  is  still  an  attend- 
ant of  the  Keeseville  schools. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Baber  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  has  always  taken  an  active  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  his  party.  The  first 
Presidential  vote  cast  by  him  was  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1864. 

He  is  widely  known  personally  and  by  repu- 
tation, and  everywhere  commands  respect  as  an 
upright,  energetic,  and  public-spirited  gentle- 
man, and  especially  is  this  a  fact  with  his  own 
towns-people,  having  always  been  found  in  the 
front  ranks  of  any  public  enterprise  for  the 
good  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 
Although  not  a  communicant  of  any  religious 
body,  Mr.  Baber  is  a  constant  attendant  of 
the  Baptist  church  of  Keeseville,  and  contrib- 
utes liberally  toward  its  support. 

Mr.  Baber's  sisters  are  all  married,  Harriet 
to  Dr.  PL  A.  Houghton,  residing  on  I\Lui- 
borough  .Street,  and  Ahu^y  to  Dr.  \V.  H.  Tobey, 
residing  on  Newbury  Street,  both  physicians 
being  prominent  IionKeopathists  in  Boston. 
•  Susan  K.  married  Mr.  Charles  H.  Prescott, 
a  junior  partner  in  the  corporation  of  R.  Pres- 
cott &  Son,  Keeseville,  extensive  and  prosper- 
ous builders  and  furniture  manufacturers.  All 
of  those  last  mentioned  are  still  living;. 
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ISAAC  MERKEL,  who  has  been  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  at  I'lattsburg 
for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  by  his  own 
efforts  has  acquired  a  competency,  is  an  excel- 
lent representative  of  the  industrious  and 
thrifty  German  element  of  the  population. 
He  was  born  June  i8,  1S45,  at  Messel,  Hesse- 
Darmstadt,  which  was  the  native  place  of  his 
father,  Abrani  J.  Merkel,  and  of  his  grand- 
father, Isaac  Merkel.  The  early  death  of 
Abram  J.  Merkel  left  his  wife,  Mrs.  Rebecca 
Merkel,  a  widow  shortly  before  the  birth  of 
his  only  child. 

Isaac  grew  to  manliood  in  Germany,  where 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  a  pocket-book 
manufacturer.  Dependent  upon  his  own  exer- 
tions, and  having  knowledge  of  America's  ad- 
vantages for  a  young  man  of  ambition  and 
energy,  he  migrated  to  this  country  in  1865, 
and  for  a  year  worked  at  his  trade  in  New 
York  City.  In  May,  1866,  Mr.  Merkel  came 
to  Plattsburg,  where  he  began  business  in 
a  very  humble  way,  travelling  through  the 
northern  part  of  this  State  with  a  pack  filled 
with  Yankee  noticjns,  etc.  He  succeeded  so 
well  in  this  venture  that  at  the  entl  of  the  year 
he  was  enabled  to  hire  a  team  and  add  to  his 
stock  of  goods.  y\fter  about  four  years  of  this 
travelling  life  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
cigars  on  Cornelia  Street  in  this  city.  Three 
years  later  Mr.  Merkel  removed  to  his  present 
location  on  Margaret  Street,  the  change  being 
made  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  rapidly  in- 
creasing business.  In  1876  he  added  a  re- 
tail malt  liquor  business;  and  in  1878  he  com- 
menced the  bottling  of  beer,  which  has  proved 


remunerative.  In  1876  he  adniitteil  T,a/.arus 
Kahuer  to  an  equal  ].artner,ship  with  himself, 
the  firm  being  known  as  Merkel  &  Kaluier 
until  1887,  when  they  opened  a  cigar  faclcu)'. 
Two  )'ears  later  Mr.  Merkel  sold  out  his  in- 
terest in  the  factory  to  his  partner,  having 
since  continued  his  retail  business  alone. 

Although  taking  no  active  jiart  in  politics, 
Mr.  Merkel  is  a  steadfast  advocate  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  quite  prominent  in 
social  organizations,  belonging  to  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  Unitetl  Workmen,  to 
the  I'anabrith  Society,  to  Clinton  Lodge, 
A.  V.  &  A.  M.,  No.  155,  and  to  the  I'latts- 
burg Chapter,    Royal    i\rch    Masons,    No.    39. 

Mr.  Merkel  and  Janetta,  daughter  of  Jose[)h 
Kahuer,  of  Germany,  were  married  in  I'latts- 
burg October  9,  1867.  I<"ive  children  have 
been  born  to  them  ;  namely,  Josej)h,  Abrani, 
Aaron,  Rebecca,  ami  Da\'id.  Josej)!)  was  edu- 
cated at  I'lattsburg  Academy,  afterward  tak- 
ing a  commercial  course  at  the  Troy  liusiness 
College,  going  from  there  to  New  York  City, 
thence  to  Birmingham,  ;\Ia.,  to  accept  a  situ- 
ation as  travelling  salesman  for  Marks  &  Co. 
Subse(|uently,  returning  to  Plattsburg,  Joseph 
travelled  for  his  father  until  189J,  when  lie 
bought  out  V.  M.  Bull,  of  Saranac  Lake,  his 
father  assisting  in  the  purchase,  and  since 
that  time  has  carried  on  an  extensive  bottling 
business,  under  the  liiin  name  ol  I.  I\k'rkel  6c 
Son.  Abram  is  a  book-keeper  in  his  father's 
store.  Aaron  travels  for  his  father,  and  is 
rajiidly  coming  to  the  front  as  an  expert  com- 
mercial   salesman.     David   is  assistant   book- 
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keeper  for  Ihe  firm  of  I..  Kahiier  &  Co.,  ciii;ar 
mamifaclurers,  of  New  ^'ork  City;  ami  Re- 
becca is  married  to  Mr.  Henry  .Sheier,  son  of 
Lsavas  Slieier,  of  Plattsbiirg,  N.Y. 


Y0|()HI.I':  WALLACE  ALDRICH,  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  and  highly  esteemed 
citizen  of  Kecseville,  N.Y.,  was 
l)orn  at  Springfield,  Windsor  County,  \'t.,  on 
February  7,   1856. 

Mis  father,  William  Aldrich,  was  a  pattern- 
maker !)}•  trade,  and  followed  that  vocation  for 
a  number  of  years  in  Springfield,  Vt.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  by  the  two  wives  had 
two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Charles 
William:  Clara  IClizabeth;  Noble  Wallace; 
and  Helen,  who  married  Frank  Damon,  a  fore- 
man in  a  machine-shop. 

When  but  eight  years  of  age,  Noble  W^al- 
lacc  Aldrich  started  out  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood. He  first  went  to  Proctorsville,  Vt., 
where  for  three  years  he  worked  in  the  hotel; 
and  the  following  four  years  he  was  employed 
in  a  hotel  at  Luillow,  \'t.  At  the  age  of  fif- 
teen lie  became  a  clerk  in  the  boot  and  shoe 
and  grocery  store  of  N.  J.  McCuen,  of  Ver- 
gennes,  Vt.,  remaining  there  two  years.  In 
1873  he  secured  a  similar  position  in  the  gen- 
eral store  of  Henry  J.  Talbot,  of  that  place, 
having  charge  of  the  boot  and  shoe  depart- 
ment, and  continued  with  them  until  their 
failure  three  years  later.  He  was  next  em- 
ployed in  Howe's  dry-goods  store  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Vt. ;  and  a  year  later  he  became  con- 
nected with  George  Kingsley's  dry-goods  store 


at  Burlington,  afterward  working  for  Lyman 
Allen,  and  still  later  for  his  fornier  employer, 
N.  J.  McCuen.  In  1882  he  became  asso- 
ciated with  the  firm  of  Sterns  &  Winter,  of 
Keeseville,  then  Charles  Sterns,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  one  year,  remained  with 
them  until  January  i,  1895.  He  and  E.  K. 
Romeyn  then  [nirchased  the  clothing  depart- 
ment of  Sterns  &  Winter,  and  started  in  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  N.  W.  Aldrich  & 
Co.  Besides  a  good  selection  of  clothing,  fur 
coats,  and  robes,  they  carry  a  line  of  trunks, 
bags,  and  boots  and  shoes;  and,  although  it  is 
but  a  few  months  since  they  established  their 
store,  they  have  won  many  friends  and  patrons, 
and  have  placed  their  business  upon  a  firm  basis. 
On  February  7,  1884,  Mr.  Aldrich  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Gertrude  H. 
Tousley,  daughter  of  H.  S.  Tousley,  a  retired 
photographer  of  Kecseville.  Three  daughters 
have  been  born  to  them;  namely,  Clara  Ethel, 
Helen  Gertrude,  and  Gladys  Marguerite. 
Mr.  Aldrich  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  town.  For  two  years  he  has  served 
on  the  School  Boartl,  and  is  now  foreman  of 
the  Protective  Hose  Ct)mpany  of  Keeseville, 
of  which  he  has  been  h'irst  Assistant  and 
Treasurer.  Wiiile  not  a  mend)er  of  any  relig- 
ious organization,  he  is  a  regular  attendant  of 
the  Congregational  church,  toward  the  suj)- 
port  of  which   he  contributes. 


lVA;/[LLIAM     C.    GUNNISON,    a    well- 
known   farmer  and  sometime   ferry- 
man, who  recently  died  at  his  home  at   Crown 
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Point,  Essex  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  at  New- 
bury, N.H.,  May  5,  1S24.  He  was  a  son  of 
George  Gunnison,  a  native  of  Kittery,  ]\Ie., 
and  was  a  descendant  of  early  colonists  of  New 
England. 

From  the  "Genealogy  of  the  Gunnison 
Family,"  compiled  by  George  W.  Gunnison, 
A.M.,  and  published  for  J.  B.  and  C.  E.  Gun- 
nison by  George  A.  Foxcroft  in  Boston  in 
1880,  we  copy  the  following:  "Tradition  says 
that  Hugh  Gunnison,  the  migrating  ancestor, 
was  born  in  1610  in  Sweden,  and  came  to 
America  before  marriage  with  an  English 
colony,  which  consisted  of  five  families,  one 
each  of  Scammons,  Frost,  and  Bryan,  and  two 
families  named  Raynes.  They  reached  Pis- 
cataqua  Harbor  prior  to  1631,  before  there 
were  any  dwellings  in  Portsmouth,  and  when 
there  were  but  two  huts  on  Great  Island,  now 
New  Castle.  Gunnison  settled  at  first  on 
Dover  Neck;  but  public  records  show  that  he 
lived  in  Boston  in  1634,  and  perhaps  earlier. 
On  May  25,  1636,  he  was  made  a  freeman. 
His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1635,  died  in  1646;  and  he  was  married  in 
1647  to  Sarah  Lynn,  of  Boston.  The  youngest 
of  his  six  sons  was  Elihu,  who  was  born  in 
1650,  eight  years  before  the  father's  death." 
The  line  was  continued  through  Elihu,  second, 
and  his  son  Joseph,  whose  son  William  was 
the  grandfather  of  William  C.  Gunni.son. 
William  Gunnison,  the  elder,  had  a  family  of 
twenty-one  children,  most  of  them  being  born 
in  the  vicinity  of  Portsmouth. 

George  Gunnison,  son  of  William,  was  born 
in    Kittery  on    November    11,    1801.      He  was 


reared  a  farmer,  was  married  AjMil  24,  1823, 
to  Margaret  Cross,  and  settled  in  Newbury, 
N.H.,  where  they  lived  for  two  years.  Com- 
ing then  to  this  county,  they  settled  Decem- 
ber 29,  1826,  in  Crown  Point,  moving  into 
the  house  until  recently  owned  and  occupied 
by  their  son  William  M.  Mr.  George  Gun- 
nison engaged  in  lumbering,  boating,  and 
general  farming,  acquiring  a  goodly  property, 
and  lived  here  until  his  demise,  May  3,  1878. 
His  widow  long  survived  him,  reaching  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety  years,  dying  Septem- 
ber 2^,  1892.  Both  were  zealous  workers  for 
the  cause  of  religion,  being  active  members  of 
the  Congregational  church,  of  which  the  father 
was  Deacon  for  nineteen  years,  and  for  some 
time  the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  William  C;  Margaret,  who 
married  Calvin  W.  Heustis,  and  died  in  1856; 
and  Albert  Orlando,  whose  death  occurred  in 
this  town  in  1856,  in  the  twenty-first  year  of 
his  age.  William  C.  Gunnison  was  so  young 
when  his  parents  brought  him  to  this  place 
that  he  knew  no  other  home.  He  supple- 
mented his  common-school  education  by  an 
attendance  of  eleven  weeks  at  the  Port  Henry 
Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  began 
the  battle  of  life  as  a  boatman,  being  thus  en- 
gaged in  various  parts  of  New  l-'ngland  and 
New  York  until  1856,  when  he  returned  to  the 
parental  farm,  where  he  lived.  This  contains 
fifty  acres  of  laml,  for  which  his  father,  in 
company  with  a  Mr.  Barrows,  whom  he  after- 
ward bought  out,  paid  fifty-five  dollars.  He 
here,  diligently  and  profitably  for  nearly  forty 
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years,  carried  on  mixed  iiiisbandry;  and,  in 
adilition  thereto,  in  1877  he  started  the  Gun- 
nison ferry,  which  he  conthicted  until  1890, 
when  he  disposed  of  it. 

Socially,  Mr.  Gunnison  was  a  Master 
Mason;  and,  politically,  he  was  a  steadfast 
Republican,  and  had  served  one  term  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  sudden  death  on 
the  morning  of  Sunday,  November  17,  1895, 
was  caused  by  heart  trouble.  His  funeral 
services  on  the  19th  were  conducted  by  the 
Masonic  lodge  to  which  he  belonged,  the  large 
gathering  of  people,  including  many  from  ad- 
jacent towns,  showing  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held.  Mr.  Gimnison  will  long  be  missed, 
not  only  by  the  wife  of  many  years,  whom  he 
has  left  desolate,  but  throughout  the  commu- 
nity, where  he  was  well  reputed  as  a  worthy 
citizen  and  neighbor. 

On  December  26,  1865,  Mr.  Gunnison  was 
married  to  Jane  M.  Fitch,  a  native  of  Bolton, 
Warren  County.  Mrs.  Gunnison's  father, 
Alonzo  Fitch,  reared  nine  children,  the  fol- 
lowing of  whom  are  now  living:  Helen,  wife 
of  Hiram  Underbill,  of  Crown  Point;  Jane 
M.,  Mrs.  Gunnison;  Mary  1'",.,  widow  of  Dr. 
Murray,  of  this  town;  Hiram,  a  farmer  in 
Crown  Point;  and  Juigene,  who  is  in  the 
Soldiers'  Home  at  Togus,  Me.  iMr.  Fitch 
died  when  about  seventy-two  years  old; 
and  his  widow,  whose  maitlen  name  was 
.Sarah  Jane  Barton,  lives  on  the  home  farm. 
Mrs.  Gunnison  mourns  the  loss  of  her  only 
daughter,  Georgianna,  who  married  D.  V. 
Wait,  of  Sandy  Hill;  and  she  has  one  living 
son,  Albert  Orlando  Gunnison,  who   is  a  fire- 


man on  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  River  Rail- 
way. Mrs.  Gunnison  is  a  conscientious 
and  esteemed  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  with  which  she  united  many  years  ago. 


ILLI'LR    S.    I-:LKINS,    D.D.S.,   who 

is  successfully  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  dentistry  at  Keeseville, 
N.Y.,  of  which  place  he  is  an  esteemed  citi- 
zen, was  born  at  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  on  Christ- 
mas Day  of  i860,  son  of  Stephen  D.  and 
Elmira  (Parsons)  I'llkins. 

The  first  representative  of  the  Elkins  family 
in  this  country  came  from  England  some  time 
during  the  past  century,  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Among  his  descendants  is  the  well- 
known  politician,  Stephen  B.  Elkins. 

Of  Jacob  Elkins,  an  early  comer  to  Clinton 
County,  whose  remains  lie  buried  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Beekmantown,  but  little  is  known. 
His  son,  David  Elkins,  became  an  ordained 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  was  successfully  engagetl  in  preaching  the 
gospel  for  many  years.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  was  the  father  of  five  children,  three 
by  the  first  wife  —  natnely,  Myron,  Stephen 
D.,  and  John  W. ;  and  two  by  the  second  — 
Alfred  and  Hannah.  In  early  life  John  W. 
l^lkins  became  a  Methodist  preacher,  but  after 
a  number  of  years  of  active  service  he  with- 
drew from  his  profession  and  accepted  a  posi- 
tion with  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Rail- 
road. With  tlie  exception  of  a  year  that  he 
spent  in  Chicago,  where  he  was  successfully 
engaged    in   the   furniture   business   until   his 
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property  was  destroyed  in  the  groat  fire,  he 
continued  in  their  emplo)'  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  died  at  I'lattsburg  in  1890,  and  the 
respect  that  he  had  won  in  that  community  was 
shown  by  the  closing  of  all  places  of  business 
during  the  funeral  obsequies.  Myron  Elkins 
lived  on  the  old  homestead  in  Beekmantown 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  active  period  of 
his  life,  and  was  so  successful  in  his  agricult- 
ural enterprises  that  he  was  enabled  to  spend 
his  last  years  in  the  village  of  I'lattsburg, 
practically  in  retirement,  although  he  engaged 
to  some  extent  in  the  buying  and  selling  of 
wool  and  country  produce.  He  died  at  Platts- 
burg  in  the  summer  (jf  1893. 

Stephen  D.  Elkins  was  born  at  North  Hero, 
Grand  Isle  County,  Vt.  He  completed  his 
early  education  by  a  year  of  study  at  the 
Plattsburg  Academy,  and  then  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  teacher  for  a  number  of  terms 
in  different  towns  in  Clinton  County.  The 
first  three  years  of  his  married  life  were  spent 
in  farming;  but  while  yet  a  young  man  he 
entered  the  ministry,  and  since  then  he  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  that  work.  Among 
the  different  parishes  in  which  he  has  labored 
are  the  churches  of  St.  Albans  Hay,  Winooski, 
Williston,  Brandon,  and  Swanton,  Vt.,  Esse.x 
Centre,  N.Y.,  and  liis  present  church  at  Peru, 
Clinton  County,  where  he  has  now  for  four 
years  very  acceptably  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  profession  and  is  highly  respected.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Troy  Conference.  His  wife, 
Almira  Parsons,  is  a  daughter  of  Miller  E. 
Parsons.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  earliest 
native   residents    of    Beekmantown,    his   birth 


having  occurred  there  in  1800.  During  the 
War  of  181 2,  as  a  lad  of  twelve  years,  he  .sat 
on  the  rocks  in  Cumberland  Bay  and  watched 
the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  One  of  his  sons, 
Seward  N.  Parsons,  is  a  successful  physician 
at  Fairbury,  111.,  where  he  has  been  in  prac- 
tice for  about  twelve  years.  Mr.  am!  Mrs. 
Stephen  D.  Elkins  reared  three  children  :  Ella, 
who  married  W.  E.  Sherman,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, at  the  present  time  the  principal  of  a 
school  at  Castle,  Mont.,  and  at  her  decease 
left  three  children;  Miller  S.  Elkins,  of 
Keeseville;  and  Clara  M.  Elkins,  who  lives 
at  home. 

Miller  S.  Elkins  acquired  a  good  public- 
school  education,  graduating  from  the  Bur- 
lington High  School.  He  took  up  the  study 
of  dentistry  in  the  office  of  Dr.  M.  S.  Ken- 
dall, of  Winooski,  Vt.,  where  he  remained 
from  1881  to  1884,  taking  during  that  time  a 
partial  course  of  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Vermont.  In  the  spring  of  1884,  being  anx- 
ious to  earn  some  money  during  his  vacation, 
he  applied  to  the  town  authorities  for  permis- 
sion to  practice,  and,  after  successfully 
passing  the  searching  examination  conducted 
by  Dr.  M.  A.  Lewis,  of  Burlington,  received 
the  desired  certificate.  At  the  opening  of  the 
Boston  Dental  College  in  the  fall  of  that  year, 
he  was  enrolled  as  a  student ;  and  there  he 
remained  until  his  graduation  in  1886.  He 
then  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  D.  J.  Williams, 
94  Boylston  Street,  Boston,  and  continued 
under  his  tutelage  for  about  four  years.  In 
1890  he  started  in  business  for  himself,  open- 
ing an  office  at  West  Chazy,  Clinton  County, 
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N.Y.,  and  throe  years  later  removed  to  Peru, 
where  lie  remained  until  February,  1895,  at 
which  time  he  opened  his  present  office  in 
Keeseville.  Although  he  has  been  a  member 
of  this  community  but  a  short  time,  he  already 
has  an  unusually  successful  business.  In 
addition  to  his  professional  duties,  he  engages 
to  some  extent  in  literary  work,  being  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  Albany  Journal  and  of  the 
Plattsburg  Sentinel  and  Press.  Among  his 
classmates  at  Sherman  Academy  were  Dr. 
Severance,  a  very  successful  physician  of 
Mineville,  and  Judge  McLaughlin,  of  Port 
Henry. 

Dr.  I'llkins  was  married  on  the  I2tli  of  Oc- 
tober, 1892,  to  Miss  Stella  M.  At  wood, 
daughter  of  Lewis  Atvvood,  of  West  Chazy. 
They  have  one  son,  Arthur.  Dr.  lUkins  is  a 
Republican,  but  has  never  taken  any  promi- 
nent part  in  political  matters.  While  in  Bos- 
ton in  1885,  by  recommendation  of  the  college 
professor,  he  received  an  appointment  as  As- 
sistant Dental  Surgeon  of  the  South  Boston 
Lunatic  Asylum.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars,  and 
during  his  residence  in  Peru  he  served  as 
Chief  Templar.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


fllOMAS  LFAVIS,  a  veteran  agricultu- 
rist of  Lssex  County,  owning  a  well- 
improved  and  valuable  farm  at  Moriah 
Corners,  where  the  larger  part  of  his  busy  and 
useful  life  has  been  spent,  is  held  in  high  es- 
timation   throughout   the   community,    his    in- 


tegrity and  sterling  worth  being  recognized 
by  all.  He  was  born  November  i,  1815,  at 
Chimney  Point,  Vt.,  whence  he  came  to  Mo- 
riah, N.Y.,  when  but  seven  years  of  age. 

He  is  the  grandson  and  namesake  of  an  elder 
Thomas  Lewis,  who  was  born  at  New  Milford, 
Conn.,  and  there  grew  to  man's  estate. 
Grandfather  Lewis  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lution, serving  throughout  the  war,  fighting 
under  General  Wooster.  In  17S7  he  removed 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  carried  on  a  lumber 
business  for  some  years.  He  was  a  natural 
mechanic,  and  assisted  in  building  the  bridge 
across  Lake  Champlain  from  Shoreham,  Vt., 
to  Ticonderoga,  this  being  while  he  was  in 
the  army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
married  Mary  Terrell,  also  a  native  of  New 
Milford,  Conn.,  and  they  reared  seven  chil- 
dren ;  namely,  Thomas,  John,  James,  Eben, 
Justus,  Sarah,  and  Amy. 

James  Lewis,  son  of  Thomas,  first,  \»as 
born  in  1782  at  New  Milford,  being  but  five 
years  okl  when  his  parents  removed  to  Penn- 
sylvania, just  after  the  Wyoming  valley  mas- 
sacre. He  was  a  lumber  dealer  at  Wyalusing, 
Pa.,  for  some  time,  assisting  his  father,  but 
removetl  to  Chimney  Point,  Vt.,  in  1800.  In 
1823  he  came  to  Moriah,  where  he  resided 
until  his  decease  in  1866,  being  then  in  his 
eighty-fourth  year.  Of  his  union  with  Anna, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Rowley,  of  Shoreham, 
Vt.,  and  grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Rowley,  the 
"old  Vermont  poet,"  five  children  were  born, 
namely:  Mary  A. ;  Thomas,  whose  name  begins 
the  present  sketch;  James;  Sarah;  and   Eliza. 

Thomas  Lewis,  son  of  James,  was  reared    in 
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this  township,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  the  academy  at  Moriah,  and 
the  Port  Henry  High  School.  He  began  his 
career  as  an  instructor  of  youth  in  the  public 
schools  of  this  county,  teaching  one  year  in 
Moriah  and  one  year  at  Crown  I'oint,  and  was 
appointed  Commissioner  of  Schools  in  his 
town.  He  subsequently  turned  his  attention 
to  tilling  the  soil,  becoming  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  of  this  vicinity,  his  well- 
equipped  and  well-conducted  farm  testifying 
to  his  sound  judgment  and  practical  skill  in 
agricultural  matters.  Although  a  man  of 
fourscore  years,  he  is  hale  and  hearty,  and 
still  manages  his  large  farm  of  five  hun- 
dred acres,  "working  around"  to  very  good 
purpose,  if  not  doing  very  much  of  the  hardest 
labor.  A  great  reader,  he  is  well-informed 
on  the  leading  topics  of  the  day,  and  steadily 
keeps  pace  with  the  times. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  a  Whig  in  his  earlier  years, 
but  identified  himself  with  the  Republicans 
on  the  formation  of  the  party,  and  has  voted 
for  its  candidates  ever  since.  His  first  Presi- 
dential vote  was  cast  in  1836  for  William 
Henry  Harrison.  In  his  younger  days  he  was 
a  Captain  in  the  militia,  his  commission  being 
signed  by  W.  H.  Seward.  The  pleasant 
home  of  Mr.  Lewis  is  presided  over  by  his 
two  sisters.  Misses  Sarah  and  Eliza  Lewis. 


(sTTBRAM     W.     LANSING,    President   of 

f^A      the  incorporated  company  of  W.  Lan- 

^— ^  sing  &  Son,  publishers  of  the  Dai/j 

J'nss    and      IVccklj    Sentinel    of     Plattsburg, 


N.Y.,  was  born  in  Greenwich,  Washington 
Count)',  N.Y.,  in  1836.  On  the  paternal 
side  he  is  a  descendant  of  early  Dutch  set- 
tlers of  Albany  and  Lansingburg,  N.Y.  His 
father,  Wendell  Lansing,  a  pioneer  newspaper 
publisher  in  Northern  New  York,  and  a  well- 
known  anti-slavery  chamjjion,  settled  in  Keesc- 
ville,  Essex  County,  in  1839,  and  started  the 
Essex  County  Republican,  a  representative 
organ  of  the  Whig  party. 

In  1S54  A.  W.  Lansing,  having  completed 
his  studies  in  the  Keeseville  Academy,  en- 
tered the  office  of  his  father;  and  in  1857, 
nearly  forty  years  ago,  the  copartnership  of 
W.  Lansing  &  Son  was  formed.  During  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  they  discontinued  busi- 
ness at  Keeseville;  and  both  entered  the 
Union  army,  W.  Lansing  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  A.  W.  Lansing  Sherman's 
army,  in  the  ranks  of  the  Ninety-second  Illi- 
nois Mounted  Infantry. 

In  1865  the  old  copartnership  of  W.  Lan- 
sing &  Son  was  renewed  in  Plattsburg,  Clin- 
ton County,  in  the  jniblication  of  the  Platts- 
burg Sentinel.  Two  years  later  the  company 
repurchased  the  ]'2ssex  County  Republican  ;  and 
Wendell  Lansing  returned  to  Keeseville  as 
its  editor  and  manager,  where  he  remained  till 
his  death  in  1887,  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty 
years. 

Remaining  in  Plattsburg,  A.  W.  Lansing 
for  thirty-one  years  has  labored  with  unflag- 
ging energy  to  bring  the  Plattsburg  Sentinel 
up  to  its  present  degree  of  excellence  and 
success,  making  steady  but  constant  progress, 
and  being  the  first  publisher  on  the  west  side 
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of  Lake  Champlain  to  introtlucc  a  power  print- 
ing-press and  a  folding  machine.  The  new 
Sentinel  Building,  erected  liy  him  on  Clinton 
Street  in  1894,  is  universally  admitted  to  be 
a  model  newspaper  printing-office.  In  1895 
\\r.  Lansing  was  induced  to  embark  in  the 
publication  of  a  daily,  the  corporation  of  W. 
Lansing  &  Son  purchasing  the  Plattsburg 
Daily  Press,  several  of  the  old  proprietors  of 
the  Press  taking  stock  in  the  new  combine. 
The  Daily  Press  and  the  Weekly  Sentinel  z.x& 
now  issued  from  the  same  oflficc,  in  the  new 
Sentinel  Building.  The  company  also  do  an 
extensive  job  printing  business.  In  1894  W. 
Lansing  &  Son  sold  the  Essex  County  Repub- 
lican to  the  T'ssex  County  Publishing  Com- 
pany, of  which  Charles  W.  Lansing,  son  of 
A.  W.  Lansing,  is  President  and  General 
Manager. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  add  that  Mr. 
A.  W.  Lansing  has  been  an  earnest  and  active 
Republican  since  the  organization  of  the  jiarty 
in  1854.  During  the  four  years"  administra- 
tion of  President  Harrison  he  held  the  office 
of  Postmaster  of  Plattsburg. 


ILLIAM  ANDREW  HATHAWAY, 
an  enterprising  and  successful  drug- 
gist of  I'^lizabethtown,  was  born  in  Burlington, 
Vt.,  August  II,  1865.  He  is  a  son  of  An- 
drew J.  and  Erances  L.  (Newton)  Hathaway, 
and  is  originally  of  Welsh  ancestry.  His 
grandfather,  Arthur  C.  Hathaway,  who  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  settled  in  Burlington 
at  a  time  when  the  site  of  the  present  public 


square  was  covered  with  the  virgin  forest. 
He  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  following 
that  occupation  successfully  through  life.  He 
and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Andrew  J.  Hathaway  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, December  2,  1827.  He  became  a  promi- 
nent architect  and  builder,  and  was  for  twenty 
years  engaged  in  the  building  of  railroads, 
constructing  the  first  sand  tunnel  near  Bur- 
lington for  the  Central  Vermont  Railway.  His 
wife,  Frances  L.  Newton,  was  a  native  of 
Burlington,  of  English  ancestry,  born  Febru- 
ary 22,  1836,  her  family  being  descendants  in 
a  direct  line  from  a  brother  of  the  famous  Sir 
Isaac  Newton.  Siie  became  the  mother  of 
twelve  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  matu- 
rity, and  were  as  follows:  Delia,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Loraine,  wife  of 
J.  B.  L'Heureux,  a  printer,  for  some  years 
employed  in  a  responsible  position  in  New 
York  Cit}',  and  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
L'Heureux  &  Bassett,  of  Burlington;  Marcia, 
wife  of  Henry  E.  Spear,  a  contractor  of 
Burlington;  Ella,  who  resides  at  home;  Wal- 
ter, who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine; 
John,  who  was  a  contractor  in  the  slate 
business,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  as  the  result  of  an  accident;  Jessie,  who 
died  when  nineteen  years  old;  Albert  C, 
at  present  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Vermont;  Carrie,  who  resides  at  home;  and 
William  Andrew,  the  special  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

William  Andrew  Hathaway  acquired  his 
first  instruction  in  the  public   schools  of   Bur- 
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lington.  After  graduating  from  the  high 
school,  he  pursued  a  course  at  the  Burlington 
Business  College,  and,  upon  the  completion 
of  his  studies,  entered  the  drug  business  as  a 
clerk  for  \V.  S.  Vincent,  in  whose  employ  he 
speedily  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  trade,  at 
the  end  of  four  years  being  given  the  entire 
management  of  the  store,  including  the  select- 
ing and  buying  of  goods.  lie  remained  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Vincent  for  over  ten  years,  re- 
tiring at  last  on  account  of  a  long  and  severe 
illness.  Upon  recovering  his  health,  he  went 
to  Middlebury  as  manager  of  the  branch  store 
of  Mrs.  Hannaford,  remaining  there  until 
1890,  when  he  came  to  Elizabethtown  as  clerk 
in  Willianrs  drug  store.  In  the  spring  of 
1893  he  established  himself  in  business  at  his 
present  location.  He  was  successful  from  the 
start,  and  since  then  has  conducted  a  large 
and  constantly  increasing  trade,  his  store 
being  well  stocked  with  a  varied  line  of  goods, 
inclucling  everything  necessary  for  the  equip- 
ment of  a  first-class  village  pharmacy.  He 
is  well  adapted  to  his  business;  and  his  gen- 
ial, affable,  and  accommodating  disposition 
has  gained  for  him  a  wide-spre.ad  [lopularity. 
Mr.  Ilatiiaway  is  a  Democrat,  but,  beyond 
casting  his  vote,  takes  no  active  part  in  politi- 
cal affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  I,  of  Burlington,  and  of  the  Vol- 
unteer Hose  Company  of  this  city.  On  March 
14,  1S94,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eliza- 
beth I'ond,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Byron  Pond, 
of  Elizabethtown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hathaway 
are  both  attendants  of  the  Congregational 
church. 


RANKLIN  L.  LLOYD,  a  successful 
blacksmith  of  Ellenbui'g  Centre,  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  place  longer  than  any 
one  else  now  living  here.  He  was  born  in 
Rutland,  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  Eebruary  12, 
r<S24,  son  of  James  and  I'cdly  Lloyd. 

James  Llo3'd  was  a  native  of  old  I*'ngland, 
wdicre  his  birth  occurred  in  the  year  i/jC^. 
When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  left  his  home 
to  come  to  Canada  with  the  Britisli  army,  and 
was  at  the  battle  of  I'lattsburg.  Subsequently 
settling  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Mrs.  Polly  Ide  Gould,  to  whom 
he  was  married  about  ICS13.  By  her  former 
marriage  she  had  one  son,  Uriah  G.  Gould, 
who  died  in  Genesee,  N.Y.  I'^ive  children 
were  the  fruit  of  her  union  with  Mr.  Lloyd; 
and  at  lier  death  in  miildle  life  the  youngest, 
b'ranklin  L.,  was  but  four  hours  old.  The 
father  again  married;  and  his  last  daj's  were 
passed  in  the  town  of  J?olton,  N.V.,  wiiieh 
borders  on  Lake  George. 

In  his  infancy  Franklin  L.  Lloyd  was  given 
by  his  father  to  ICdward  Carpenter,  of  Ira, 
Rutland  County,  Vt.,  a  carpenter  by  trade  as 
well  as  by  name,  who  brought  him  to  I'^llen- 
burg  about  two  years  later.  Until  he  was 
seventeen  years  old,  he  lived  with  his  adopted 
father  on  the  farm.  He  acquired  a  good  prac- 
tical common-school  education  in  the  schools 
of  tills  town,  becoming  an  adc[>t  in  penman- 
ship and  arithmetical  problems.  It  was  Mi-. 
Carpenter's  desire  that  he  should  learn  car- 
pentry; but  from  the  time  he  was  twelve  years 
old  his  mind  had  been  fi.xcd  on  blacksmithing, 
and,  not  infrequently,  be  it  said,  a  truant  from 
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school,  he  lingered  to  watch  proceedings  in 
the  shop  that  stood  beside  the  road  leading 
from  his  home  to  the  school-house.  As  a 
small  boy,  one  of  his  favorite  pastimes  was  to 
have  a  mimic  forge  in  the  large  old-fashioned 
fireplace,  using  for  his  bellows  a  tube  made  of 
goose  quills,  plucked  from  the  unsuspecting 
birds,  which  he  enticed  into  a  trap  made  in 
the  fence.  At  seventeen  years  of  age  he  en- 
tered the  shop  where  he  had  often  played 
truant,  to  learn  blacksmithing  of  its  proprie- 
tor, a  Mr.  Ezra  Warren. 

Some  romantic  elements  have  entered  into 
the  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Soon 
after  his  mother's  death  he  was  separated  from 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  them  or  his  parents  until  a  young 
man.  At  the  time  his  adopted  father  came  to 
Ellcnburg  there  was  no  road  from  Ellenburg 
Corners  to  where  Ellenburg  Centre  is;  and  in 
his  boyhood  he  had  some  of  the  most  severe 
experiences  of  pioneer  life,  which  in  this 
family  was  made  especially  trying  by  the  in- 
sanity of  Mrs.  Carpenter.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age,  after  serving  a  year  at  the  forge, 
Mr.  Lloyd  determined  to  visit  his  father,  and 
thus  gratify  one  of  his  most  earnest  desires. 
On  arriving  at  his  father's  home  in  the  town 
of  Bolton,  he  spent  the  first  night  incognito, 
although  his  half-sister,  who  had  never  seen 
him,  said  at  once  that  he  was  her  brother. 
He,  however,  put  her  off  with  some  plausible 
excuse  regarding  his  identity  and  business, 
and  passed  the  night  as  a  stranger.  The  next 
day  he  was  compelled  to  own  up  to  his  bright 
sister  that   he  was   her   brother,  which   greatly 


pleased  his  venerable  father.  When  the  first 
joy  of  again  meeting  after  so  many  years  was 
over,  the  father  remarked  how  strange  it  was 
that  he  should  have  given  the  babe  to  a  car- 
penter by  name  and  trade,  and  that  he  had 
turned  out  a  blacksmith,  adding,  "Well, 
I  see  now  how  it  is;  for  your  grandfather 
was  a  fine  workman  at  the  forge  near  Lon- 
don." 

Two  years  later  Franklin  L.  Lloyd  was 
married,  and  soon  after  came  to  Ellenburg, 
and  set  up  for  himself  in  the  shop  where  he 
learned  his  trade.  In  April,  1855,  he  re- 
moved to  Grouse,  Kane  County,  111.,  but  a 
year  later  returned  to  Ellenburg.  In  April, 
1865,  just  before  the  assassination  of  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  he  went  to  Chickasaw  County, 
Iowa,  and,  buying  six  building  lots,  erected  a 
shop,  and  there  engaged  in  working  at  his 
trade.  At  the  expiration  of  a  year  he  again 
returned  to  Ellenburg,  where  he  has  engaged 
in  building  to  some  extent,  having  erected 
seven  blacksmith  shops,  eight  barns,  and  seven 
houses.  He  has  also  built  a  barn  on  his  farm 
in  Mooers.  He  now  owns  his  home  here,  and 
works  at  blacksmithing.  In  March,  1896,  it 
will  be  seventy  years  since  he  first  came  to 
this  place;  and  his  memory  goes  back  to 
many  events  that  took  place  during  his  boy- 
hood, clearly  recalling  when  and  by  whom  the 
first  store  was  built  for  Elias  Beaman,  the 
early  teachers,  and  the  first  regular  pastor  of 
the  town,  Elder  Turner,  a  Baptist. 

Mr.  Lloyd  was  first  married  on  Christmas 
Day,  1844,  in  Mooers,  N.Y.,  to  Miss  Cornelia 
S.  Hall,  who  was  a  native  of   Isle   La   Motte, 
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and  two  years  his  senior.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Hall,  a  farmer  and  shoemaker. 
Nine  ehildren  were  born  of  this  marriage, 
seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  a  brief  rec- 
ord being  as  follows:  Linus  Burr  Lloyd,  a 
skilled  blacksmith  in  Lake  George,  Warren 
County,  is  married  and  has  a  son  and  two 
daughters;  Phoebe  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
DeLong,  a  blacksmith  and  farmer  of  Ellen- 
burg,  and  has  four  sons  and  two  daughters ; 
Lemmon  Lloyd,  a  widower,  is  also  a  fine 
workman  at  the  forge;  Lyman  Lloyd,  in  com- 
pany with  his  father,  is  married  and  has  three 
sons  and  four  daughters;  James  Lloyd,  also  a 
blacksmith  of  Ellenburg,  is  married  and  has 
a  son  and  daughter;  Emerson  Lloyd,  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Glens  Falls,  N.Y.,  is  un- 
married; Wilbur  Lloyd  is  a  steamboat  en- 
gineer on  Lake  George.  Mrs.  Cornelia  S. 
Lloyd  died  May  31,  1S83,  aged  sixty-two 
years. 

A  year  and  a  half  later,  in  October,  1884, 
Mr.  Lloyd  was  again  married  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Cashman,  a  daughter  of  Charles  L^llis,  of 
Minnesota.  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Lloyd  has  three 
children  by  a  former  marriage,  namely: 
Martha  E.  Cashman,  in  ]?rooklyn,  N.Y. ; 
Laura  May  Cashman,  a  teacher  in  .St.  Law- 
rence County;  and  Wesley  J.  Cashman,  a 
resident  of  Stockholm,  St.  Lawrence  County. 
She  has  borne  Mr.  Lloyd  two  children  — 
Elvie,  who  died  at  two  and  a  half  years  of 
age;  and  Mary,  an  infant,  also  deceased.  In 
political  afifiliation  Mr.  Lloyd  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  are  mem- 
bers of  the   Methodist   Episcopal   church. 


HOMAS  FRANKLIN  CONWAY, 
though  one  of  the  younger  members  of 
the  bar,  is  one  of  the  most  active  men  in  his 
profession  in  Plattsburg.  Eloquent,  aggres- 
sive, and  possessing  a  profound  knowledge  of 
law,  he  has  already  made  a  brilliant  reputation 
as  a  trial  lawyer,  and  in  the  argument  of  cases 
in  the  appellate  courts,  and  has  forced  himself 
to  the  forefront  among  the  lawyers  of  North- 
ern New  York. 

A  native  of  the  Empire  State,  he  was  born 
at  Chesterfield,  Essex  County,  where  he  ac- 
quired the  rudiments  of  a  substantial  educa- 
tion, after  which  he  graduated  at  the  Keese- 
ville  Academy,  subsequently  ijursuing  an  ex- 
tensive private  course  of  study.  In  1S81  Mr. 
Conway  began  reading  law  with  the  noted  firm 
of  Waldo  &  Grover,  of  Port  Henry,  making- 
such  judicious  use  of  his  time  that  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  18S4.  The  following 
three  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Keeseville,  where  he  may 
be  said  to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  his  sub- 
sequent success.  In  1887,  coming  to  Platts- 
burg, Mr.  Conway  formed  a  partncrshi[i  with 
the  Hon.  John  I?.  Riley  under  the  firm  name 
of  Riley  &  Conway,  the  association  continu- 
ing until  1889,  when  I\Ir.  Riley  was  appointet! 
superintendent  of  Indian  schools,  and  the  firm 
was  dissolved.  The  same  year  the  Hon. 
S.  A.  Kellogg,  member  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Palmer,  Weed,  Kellogg  &  Smith,  was 
elected  a  judge  of  the  Svipreme  Court;  and  his 
place  in  the  firm  was  filled  by  Mr.  Conway, 
the  firm  name  being  changed  to  Weed,  .Smith 
&  Conway,  Judge  Palmer  having  died  that  year. 
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In  1S91,  fiiidino-  that  his  cK)sc  application 
to  the  arduous  duties  of  his  extensive  [iractice 
had  drawn  too  heavily  upon  his  resources  of 
vi^'or  and  vitality,  Mr.  Conway  relinquished 
his  profession  for  a  time,  and  took  an  extended 
trip  through  Great  Britain  and  the  more  im- 
portant cities  of  continental  Europe,  making 
careful  observation  of  the  conditions  of  gov- 
ernment and  labor. 

In  his  jiolitical  affiliations  Mr.  Conway  is 
a  true  Democrat,  but  has  steadfastly  refused 
all  official  honors.  Tiie  firm  of  which  he  is  a 
member  has,  without  doubt,  the  finest  law  li- 
brary in  this  section  of  the  State,  containing 
nearly  six  thousand  volumes,  embracing  many 
not  yet  catalogued,  and  including  every  work 
ever  published  on  the  session  laws  of  the  State 
during  Colonial  times.  The  firm  has  long 
been  noted  foi-  the  distinguished  lawyers  con- 
nected with  it,  including  such  well-known 
men  as  the  Hon.  Smith  M.  Weed,  the  Hon. 
W.  I",.  .Smith,  ex-Judge  I'eter  S.  I'.ilmer,  and 
Judge  S.  A.   Kellogg. 


ill.\RI.i:S  THURMAN  LKLAND  was 
horn  at  Schroon  Lake,  Lssex  County, 
N.Y.,  on  April  20,  1846. 
His  earliest  ancestor  of  whom  any  record 
h.is  been  preserved  in  the  family  was  John  I.e- 
land,  who  was  born  at  London  in  1 5 12,  and 
nourished  during  the  reign  of  Henry. \'I1I- 
He  was  a  man  of  brilliant  genius  and  pro- 
found learning.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford 
ami  Cambridge,  becoming  a  fellow  of  Christ 
College  fit  the  last  named  university,  where  he 


graduated.  He  was  an  accomjjlished  linguist 
and  a  writer  of  elegant  Lnglish  and  Latin 
verse.  Hemy  created  for  him  the  office  of 
the  "King's  Antiquary,"  which  office  ex|iired 
with  him,  he  having  enjoyed  the  high  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  and  last  Royal  Anti- 
quary  of    England. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  emigrate  to  .Amer- 
ica was  Henry  Leland,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1625,  and  removed  to  this  country  in 
1652,  settling  first  at  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and 
later  at  .Sherburne  in  the  same  State,  where 
he  died  April  4,  1680.  Ikforc  leaving  Eng- 
land he  was  married  to  Margaret  Badcock,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children.  Like  most  of  the 
Puritans  of  those  ilays  who  were  his  associ- 
ates, he  was  distinguished  for  firmness,  coui'- 
age,  patient  endurance,  and  in\incible  moral 
and  religious  integrity. 

His  third  son  (and  fourth  child),  Ivbenezer, 
was  born  on  January  25,  \<'>S7>  '"  the  town  of 
.Sherburne,  Mass.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  was 
twice  married,  his  second  wife  being  Mary 
Hunt.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children, 
and    died    in    1742. 

James  Leland,  the  next  in  the  line  of  [irimo- 
geniture,  was  the  fourth  son  of  Ebcnezer.  He 
was  born  at  .Sherburne  in  May,  1687.  He 
married  Hann.ih  Earned,  and  was  the  father  of 
eleven  thildren.  He  lemoved  in  later  life  to 
Grafton,   Mass.,  where  he  died  in  17GS. 

His  son  Thomas,  who  was  born  at  Grafton 
in  1726,  married  Margaret  Wood,  by  whom  he 
liad  three  chikhen.  He  died  at  .Sutton, 
Mass.,    in    1759. 

Thomas,    second,    his    youngest     child     and 
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only  son,  was  horn  at  Sutton  in  1757.  He 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  C.  Thurman  Le- 
land  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  patriot  army  dur- 
ing the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  the  hus- 
hand  of  Anna  B.  Rawson  and  the  father  of 
fourteen  children.  He  died  at  Guilford,  Me- 
dina County,  Ohio,   in  1849. 

Thomas  Leland,  third,  grandfather  of  Thur- 
man, was  born  in  Connecticut  in  17SS. 
While  yet  a  young  man  he  removed  to  Schroon 
Lake,  Essex  Count)',  N.  \'.,  where  he  married 
and  died  (1S58).  His  wife's  name  was  Pris- 
cilla  Seaman,  and  tiie  issue  of  the  marriage 
was  six  children. 

James  M.  Leland,  Thurman 's  father,  was 
born  at  Schroon  Lake,  May  17,  1S17.  He 
engaged  in  business  while  young,  and  was  a 
well-known  merchant  of  Schroon  during  his 
entire  life.  He  was  noted  for  his  amiability 
and  sterling  integrity.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and,  besides 
filling  other  ofifices  of  trust,  served  several 
terms  as  Supervisor,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  (March  28,  1895)  was  one  of  the  Loan 
Commissioners  of  his  county.  He  was  a  de- 
voted Christian  and  prominent  in  church  work. 
On  October  3,  1842,  he  married  Louisa, 
daughter  of  Colonel  William  Griffin,  of  War- 
ren County,  New  York,  with  whom  he  lived  in 
perfect  concord  for  a  half-century,  their  golden 
wedding  being  celebrated  seven  months  prior 
to  her  death,  which  occurred  May  18,  1893. 
Five  children  were  born  to  them — William 
G. ,  now  proprietor  of  the  Grand  Hotel,  New 
York  City;  C.  Thurman;  Hattie,  who  died  in 
childhood;  James    !•".,   Secretary   anti    Manager 


of  the  Munscll  Publishing  Company,  Chicago; 
and  Ella  L.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  S.  Ikdli.s,  of 
Bainbridge,  N.Y. 

C.  Thurman  Lcland's  education  began  in 
the  district  schools  of  Essex  County,  and 
was  completed  at  the  I'ort  Edward  (N.^^) 
Collegiate  Institute.  After  teaching  school 
for  one  term  he  went  West,  going  as  far  as 
White  Water,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  being  cmplo\'ed  as  a  travelling  salesman 
by  a  marble  company.  On  returning  to  his 
native  State  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Ches- 
tertown,  where  he  became  a  salesman  in  his 
brother  William's  store.  Li  the  autumn  of 
1870  he  purchased  a  four-horse  stage  line  run- 
ning between  Warrensburg  and  Schroon  Lake. 
In  1873  he  sold  this  route,  and,  in  jiartnei'ship 
with  Eugene  Leavitt,  purchased  a  line  from 
Schroon  Lake  to  Riverside.  In  1876  Mr.  Le- 
land disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  ]iartner, 
and  engaged  in  the  livery  business.  This 
venture  proved  iirofitable,  but  in  1886  he  sold 
one-half  of  his  interest  tlierein,  having  the 
year  before  become  agent  and  manager  of  the 
Wilbrook  Stock  I'^arm.  Mr.  Leland's  atten- 
tion was  here  chiefly  devoted  to  the  breeding 
and  rearing  of  blooded  horses,  there  often  being 
njion  the  one  thousand  acres  which  composed 
the  farm  as  many  as  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five,  among  them  not  a  few  wiiich  had  won  fame 
on  the  turf.  In  1892  he  disposed  of  his  remain- 
ing interest  in  the  liver}-,  devoting  his  entiie 
time  to  the  stock  farm  until  1894,  when  he  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  Leland  1  louse, 
the  celebrated  summer  hotel  at  .Schroon  Lake, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  eminent  success. 
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As  a  host  Mr.  Lelancl  is  genial  and  courte- 
ous, and  deservedly  popular  among  his  guests, 
for  whose  comfort  he  caters  with  assiduous 
care.  His  unaffected  manner  and  warm- 
hearted generosity,  no  less  than  his  unques- 
tioned integrity,  have  also  won  for  him  the 
affection  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community; 
and  he  has  been  made  the  custodian  of  impor- 
tant trusts,  both  public  and  private.  In  jioli- 
tics  he  is  an  earnest  Democrat,  and  has  been 
elected  to  important  offices  by  his  party, 
among  them  that  of  Supervisor  for  Esse.\ 
County,  which  post  he  still  fills  and  for  which 
he  has  been  re-elected.  In  1894,  at  the  car- 
nest  solicitation  of  political  friends,  he  con- 
sented to  lead  the  Democratic  forlorn  hope  in  a 
contest  for  a  seat  in  the  State  legislature. 
He  is  a  Master  Mason  and  a  member  of  Glen- 
dale  Lodge. 

On  September  26,  1871,  Mr.  Leland  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Crawford, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  I*]lijaii  and  Sarah  (Che- 
ney) Crawford,  of  Schroon  River.  Five  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union  —  Morgan  H., 
Sarah  Louise,  Margarethe  C,  Genevieve,  and 
Claire. 


I.LIAM  CLOUGII,  who  is  now  rc- 
'"'^V  tired  from  active  business,  having 
been  identified  with  the  manufacturing  inter- 
ests of  Peru,  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  for  more 
than  threescore  years,  is  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  with  whom  he  has  been  associated.  He 
was  born  February  11,  1813,  in  the  town  of 
Westminster,  Vt.,  being  a  son  of  Peter  and 
PoUv  (Tower)  Clough,  the   former  a   native  of 


Sandwich,     N.H.,    and    the    latter     of     West- 
minster. 

In  1822  Mr.  Clough 's  parents  removed  to 
Stratton,  Vt.,  where  they  lived  five  years, 
coming  thence  to  Clinton  County  and  locating 
in  Peru.  A  few  months  later,  however,  they 
removed  to  ]?angor,  Franklin  County,  N.Y., 
where  the  father,  who  was  a  cabinet-maker, 
carried  on  his  trade  until  his  decease,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-si.x  years.  He  reared  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Fanny,  who  married  Almon 
P'isk,  a  cousin  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and  is 
now  a  sprightly  old  lady  of  eighty-six  years; 
Adeline;  William;  Charles;  John;  Henry; 
and    David. 

William,  the  eldest  son  of  his  parents, 
learned  the  cabinet-maker's  trade  from  his 
father,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  having 
fitted  himself  for  a  journeyman,  bought  his 
time  from  his  father,  paying  him  two  hundred 
dollars.  He  began  his  career  by  working  at 
I""ort  Covington  for  three  years,  and,  returning 
to  Peru  in  1833,  started  in  the  cabinet  busi- 
ness with  Hiram  Smith,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Clough  &  Smith,  their  shop  being  located 
on  the  present  site  of  the  post-office.  A  year 
later  Mr.  Clough  bought  out  his  partner's  in- 
terest and  continued  alone  until  January, 
1895,  when  he  sold  out  to  two  of  his  sons. 
He  had  removed  the  business  in  1855  to  the 
present  location,  where  he  carried  it  on  for 
forty  years,  which,  w-ith  the  twenty-two  years 
in  his  former  establishment,  makes  sixty-two 
consecutive  years  that  he  was  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  this  village. 

Mr.    Clough    has    been    twice    married,    his 
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first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1834, 
having  been  Cynthia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Gar- 
lick,  of  Peru.  She  passed  to  the  higher  life 
in  1840,  leaving  three  children,  as  follows: 
Martha,  now  the  wife  of  Robert  Day,  of  Peru; 
Mary,  who  married  a  Mr.  Alcott,  and  resides 
at  Delavan,  Cattaraugus  County;  and  Albert, 
who  enlisted,  Bt  the  opening  of  the  late  Civil 
War,  in  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Vohmteer 
Infantry,  was  wounded  at  the  first  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  and  returned  home,  but,  as  soon 
as  his  wound  had  sufficiently  healed,  joined 
the  Second  Veteran  Cavalry,  again  went  to  the 
front,  and  died  at  New  Orleans. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Clough 
married  in  December,  1855,  Miss  Amarilla 
Cooper,  of  the  Isle  La  Motte.  Of  their  four 
children  the  following  is  a  brief  record  :  Will- 
iam E. ,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont  at  Burlington,  afterward  tak- 
ing a  course  of  lectures  at  the  New  York 
Medical  College  in  New  York  City,  is  a  prom- 
inent physician  of  West  Chazy,  Clinton 
County;  he  stands  high  in  the  community  as 
one  of  the  leading  men,  and  has  recently 
been  nominated  as  a  delegate  to  the  Republi- 
can County  Convention;  he  married  Cornie 
Clark,  daughter  of  Hiram  Clark,  of  Chazy. 
Frank  II.,  who  entered  the  employment  of  the 
Hon.  Nathan  Lapham  twelve  years  ago,  has 
now  the  entire  charge  of  the  various  saw  and 
grist  mills  of  the  firm,  and  of  the  extensive 
flour  and  feed  business  connected  with  the 
same;  he  married  Nellie  Lewis,  of  I'ern,  and 
they  have  one  child.  Leslie,  in  company  with 
his    brother    Frank,    bought    out    his    father's 


furniture  business  a  little  more  than  a  year 
ago,  as  above  mentioned,  and  now  suiierintends 
the  affairs  of  the  firm ;  he  married  Carrie 
Craig,  a  native  of  this  town,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  child.  Jesse  I.  is  still  at 
school. 

In  politics  Mr.  Clough  in  his  younger  years 
was  a  Whig,  and  is  now  a  Republican.  He 
and  his  wife  are  esteemed  members  of  the 
Methodist  PIpiscopal  Church,  which  he  has 
served  for  many  years  as  Steward,  and  of 
which    he    is  at  present  one  of    the  Trustees. 


EWIS  WITHERBEE  FRANCIS,  jun- 
ior member  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Witherbee,  Sherman  &  Co.,  of  Port 
Henry,  is  a  young  man  who  has  already 
achieved  success  in  the  business  world  and 
who  stands  high  among  the  influential  citizens 
of  his  town.  He  is  a  native  of  Port  Henry, 
his  birth  having  occurred  here  July  21,  1865. 
His  father,  Lewis  Francis,  who  was  born  in 
Royalton,  Vt.,  was  an  accomiilished  scholar, 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Vermont.  He 
entered  the  Congregational  ministry,  being 
ordained  as  pastor,  and  has  since  spent  the 
larger  part  of  his  professional  life  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  is  now  located  as  pastor  of 
the  Kent  Street  Reformed  Church.  He  mar- 
ried IClizabeth,  daughter  of  S.  II.  Witherbee, 
of  this  town;  and  three  children  have  been 
born  of  their  union— Lewis  Witherbee,  Ar- 
thur  W. ,    and    I'^lizabeth  R. 

Lewis   W.    I''rancis    spent    his    ciiildhood    in 
Castleton,    Vt.,    where  his  father  was   located 
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for  n  few  years.  Wlicn  he  was  eight  years 
old  his  parents  removed  to  lirooklyn,  where 
I-ewis  received  his  elementary  education, 
afterward  attending  the  Berkeley  School  in 
New  \'ork  City.  In  1S84  Mr.  Francis  entered 
Williams  College,  from  which  he  was  grad- 
uated with  the  class  of  1S88;  and  while  there 
I1C  was  active  in  college  matters  and  belonged 
to  the  Al])ha  Delta  I'hi  I''raternity.  In  1891 
he  came  to  Port  Henry,  and  two  years  later  be- 
came a  member  of  the  firm  with  which  he  has 
since  been  identified,  his  business  tact,  sound 
judgment,  antl  practical  ability  making  him  a 
useful  antl  valued  partner.  He  is  Director  of 
the  First  National  15ank  of  I'ort  Henry,  the 
Lake  Chamj)lain  &  Moriah  Railroad  Comjiany, 
and  the  I{sse.\  County  I'ldjlishing  Comi)an)'. 
Mr.  I-"rancis  takes  an  active  and  intelligent 
interest  in  local  affairs,  being  at  the  present 
time  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of 
the  village  of  I'ort  Henry. 


R.'XNKLIN  I'.LMORF,  who  died  on 
Is  September  22,  1876,  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  the  town  of  Peru,  CTinton  County, 
N.\'.,  having  been  born  here  in  1804,  ami  was 
ever  associated  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
community,  being  a  prominent  business  man 
and  an  influential  citizen.  He  belonged  to  a 
family  who  were  among  the  earliest  inhabi- 
tants of  Peru.  The  first  marriage  in  the  town, 
which  was  solemn izetl  on  December  17,  1788, 
was  that  of  Lot  Elmore  and  Mary  Hay,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Hay,  a  Scotsman,  the  very  first 
settler  of    Pern.      Their  daughters  were  subse- 


quently among  the  first  pupils  of  Mrs.  Emma 
Willard,  who  established  the  first  school  for 
the  higher  educati(m  of  women  at  Troy,  N.Y., 
in  182  I. 

Mr.  P'ranklin  Elmore's  father,  Asa  Elmore, 
a  native  of  Westminster,  N.H.,  left  home 
when  quite  a  young  man  and  came  to  this  sec- 
tion of  New  York,  being  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Peru.  He  was  a  man  of  enterprise 
and  varied  abilities,  and  in  addition  to  lumber- 
ing and  manufacturing  potash  he  opened  a 
store  for  general  merchandise  in  the  building 
where  Gove  Brothers  are  now  located.  He  was 
also  a  large  land-owner,  his  estate  e.xtending 
across  the  river.  Asa  Pllmore  married  Miss 
Maria  Hall,  of  Claremont,  N.  LL,  by  whom  he 
had  si.x  children  :  Seleucia;  Washington  Hall ; 
Franklin;  Lewis;  Maria  Hall;  and  Jennett, 
Mrs.    Hiram   H.    Everest. 

Franklin  Elmore  acquired  his  education  in 
the  pioneer  schools  of  his  day,  and,  beginning 
his  active  career  in  his  father's  store,  early 
showxnl  marked  business  ability.  Although 
but  eighteen  years  of  age  when  his  father  died, 
he  found  that  he  had  been  made  coe.xecutor  of 
the  estate.  He  inherited  the  business  of  his 
father,  and  carried  it  on  during  his  life,  be- 
coming the  leading  mercliant  in  this  section 
of  the  county.  The  mercantile  business  in 
those  days  meant  far  more  than  at  the  jjresent 
time,  comprising  a  variety  of  ojierations,  from 
banking  and  conveyancing,  of  which  Mr.  ¥A- 
more  did  a  great  deal,  down  to  buying  and 
selling  dress  goods  and  groceries,  so  that  a 
man  must  indeed  be  ver.satile  and  accom- 
plished  to   succeed   therein.      Mr.   P^lmore  was 
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also  interested  for  a  time  in  lumbering,  and 
operated   a   saw-mill   at    I'easleeville. 

For  many  years  he  served  the  town  faith- 
fully as  Postmaster  and  Supervisor;  but  the 
preearious  state  of  his  health,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  demands  of  his  constantly  increasing 
business,  made  it  imjierative  for  him  to  refuse 
all  (.)ther  offices  of  trust.  He  was  a  regular 
attendant  of  the  Congregational  church,  but 
had  an  inclination  toward  the  Episcopal  form 
of  worship,  his  father  having  always  been  ac- 
customed to  read  the  service  of  that  church  to 
the  family  every  morning  before  breakfast. 
In  politics  Mr.  Elmore  was  an  old-time  Whig 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
he  gave  his  vote  to  the  Republican  party,  to 
which  he  adhered  as  long  as  he  lived. 

On  May  27,  1835,  Mr.  Elmore  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  \V.  I'.  Eaton, 
daughter  of  Obailiaii  and  Abigail  Iviton,  of 
Montpelier,  Vt.,  a  cousin  of  Eevi  Woodbury, 
whose  daughter  married  Montgomery  Blair, 
son  of  Senator  Blair,  of  Washington.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elmore  became  the  parents  of  two 
children  —  Adelaide  A.  and  Agnes.  Ade- 
laide was  married  in  1872  to  Robert  11  Eaton, 
the  owner  of  the  large  chemical  works  on  the 
Merrimac  River  in  Massachusetts;  and  they 
now  reside  in  Boston.  Agnes  married  Dr. 
lulgar  W.  Morehouse,  formerly  of  Peru,  but 
now  of  Troy,  N.Y.  ;  they  have  one  child, 
P'ranklin  ]{lmore,  named  in  honcjr  of  his 
grandfather.  He  was  born  in  Troy,  where  he 
received  his  elementary  education,  attending 
St.  Paul's  School  and  the  Troy  Academy. 
Subsequently,  while  making  an  extensive  tour 


of  Europe  with  his  parents,  he  studied  with 
a  private  tutor  in  blngland  for  a  year.  In 
1 891  he  was  admitted  to  ^'ale  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1895.  He  is  now  a  student  at  the  Columbia 
Law    School. 


RTHUR  C.  TRUMBULL,  a  well- 
known  contractor  and  builder  of  Keene 
V'alley,  was  born  in  Isle  La  Motte, 
Vt.,  October  6,  1859,  son  of  the  Rev.  John 
and  lunily  (Sargent)  Trumbull.  His  father 
was  born  in  Chesterfield,  N.J.,  in  1820;  and, 
as  his  mother  died  when  he  was  very  young, 
his  boyhood  ami  youth  were  passed  in  Port 
Kent,  where  he  resided  for  a  time  with  a 
Mr.  ]3eardsley  and  subsequently  with  a  I\Ir. 
Higby.  He  had  one  brother,  Norman,  and 
three  sisters.  John  Trumbull  received  a  lim- 
ited education,  but  w\ts  thoughtful  and  studi- 
ous, possessing  a  phenomenal  memory,  espe- 
cially for  the  Scrii)tures.  He  united  with  the 
Methodist  church  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and 
soon  after,  receiving  an  exhoiter's  license,  was 
for  the  rest  of  his  life  engagei!  in  [ireaching, 
being  an  earnest  Christian  worker.  He  re- 
ceived his  certificate  of  P'-ldershi])  in  Platts- 
burg,  May  9,  1S51.  He  elieil  in  Stockholm, 
St.  Lawrence  County,  in  1S61,  leaving  a  family 
of  foiu"  children.  His  wife,  lunily  Sargent, 
whom  he  marrieil  in  1846,  was  a  native  of 
Lewis,  Esse.x  County,  and  daughter  of  Jacob 
Sargent,  a  thrifty  farmer  and  old  resident  of 
Lewis,  whose  wife  lived  to  reacii  the  veneraiile 
age  of  nearly  one  hundred  years,  dying  finally 
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of  ]inciimonia.  The  children  of  the  Rev. 
John  and  Mniily  Tniinljull  were  as  follows: 
Cornelia  1'-.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three  years;  Melville  ].,  who  combines  the 
occupations  of  mechanic  and  guide  in  Kecne 
Valley,  and  who  formerly  served  in  the  United 
States  Navy,  being  on  board  the  "Kearsarge" 
during  her  engagement  with  the  "Alabama  "  ; 
Charles  W. ,  who  is  a  guide  and  carpenter  of 
Keene  \'alley  ;  and  Arthur  C,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Mr.  Trumbull's  mother  was 
again  married  in  i<S66  to  Dr.  John  Potter,  a 
native  of  Esse.v  County,  and  a  well-to-do  lum- 
berman and  hotel-keeper  in  Schroon.  Dr. 
Potter  was  twice  married,  having  tw^o  children 
by  his  first  wife;  and  in  1867  he  settled  in 
Keene  Valley,  where  he  resided  for  the  rest  of 
his  life,  dying  in  1882.  He  was  a  prominent 
citizen,  and  was  for  some  time  in  public  office. 
Arthur  C.  Trumbull  commenced  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  completed  his 
studies  in  IClizabethtown,  where  he  attended 
school  for  three  years.  At  the  age  of  si.xteen 
he  began  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  an  occupation  he  has  since 
followed  with  success,  having  become  a  com- 
petent master  builder  and  lately  a  contractor. 
Among  the  buildings  which  he  has  erected  is 
the  fine  summer  residence  of  Willis  L.  Ogden, 
of  New  York  City,  the  house  where  his  mother 
resides,  and  two  other  fine  dwelling-houses, 
one  of  which  he  has  sold.  On  September  20, 
1882,  Mr.  Trinnbull  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elvira  Lathrop,  adopted  daughter  of  Norman 
Dibiile,  and  has  had  four  children,  two  of 
w'hom    are     living  —  Guy    W. ,    aged    ten;  antl 


Arthur  Roy,  aged  two  years.  Mrs.  Trumbull 
died  March  18,  1895,  aged  thirty-one  years. 
Mr.  Tnunbull  has  won  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a  reliable  and  jiractical  builder  and  thor- 
oughly straightforward  business  man.  He 
now  resides  with  his  mother,  to  whose  resi- 
dence he  removed  when  his  wife's  health  com- 
menced to  fail ;  and  he  is  kept  constantly  busy, 
with  future  orders  in  waiting.  Mr.  Trumbull 
was  formerly  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  now 
supports  the  Republican  party.  He  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  his  religious 
views  is  a  Congregationalist,  being  a  Deacon 
of  that  church. 


RANK  HOLBROOK  COLE,  M.D., 
J  for  many  years  the  leading  medical 
practitioner  of  Peru,  Clinton  County,  where 
he  is  living  somewhat  retired  from  his  profes- 
sional duties,  is  a  New  England  man  by  birth, 
having  been  born  in  the  little  New  Hampshire 
town  of  Cornish,  October  14,  1S19.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Daniel  Cole,  a  son  of 
Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  (Wheeler)  Cole,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Plainfield,  Windham 
County,  Conn.,  whence,  in  1775,  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  under 
the  command  of  (ieneral  Israel  Putnam,  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  soldiers  of  the  War  of 
Independence.  Daniel  Cole  fought  bravely  at 
the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Bemus  Heights,  and 
was  promoted  in  1780  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant. 
In  17S4  he  removed  to  Plainfield,  Sullivan 
County,  N.H.,  where  he  afterward  resided,  he 
and   his   wife   rearing   si.\   children.      He  mar- 
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vied  Edith  Wilbur,  February  23,  1783,  being 
-their  wedding  day.  She  lived  to  a  good  old 
age,  dying  June  20,   1S42. 

Stephen  Cole,  son  of  Daniel  and  Edith,  was 
born  in  Plainfield,  N.I  I.,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  After  leaving  school 
he  studied  medicine;  and,  on  receiving  his 
license  to  practice,  he  established  his  office  at 
Iluntsburg,  Vt.,  locating  there  in  181 2,  but 
subsequently  gave  up  his  patients  in  that  place 
to  enter  into  partnership  with  Dr.  Eeavitt,  his 
former  instructor,  in  Cornish,  N.H.,  where 
he  had  a  successful  practice  for  many  years. 
From  there  he  removed  t(j  Windsor,  Vt.,  antl 
thence  to  Westport,  Essex  County,  in  this 
State;  but,  being  earnestly  importuned  to  come 
to  Peru,  he  settled  here  in  the  spring  of  1841, 
and  continued  in  active  practice  in  this  town 
until  his  decease.  He  became  a  well-known 
and  influential  citizen,  and  served  for  many 
years  as   superintendent   of   schools. 

He  married  Joa  Holbrook,  who  was  born 
August  12,  1778,  at  Stoughton,  Mass.,  and 
was  an  aunt  of  e.x-Governor  Hcdbrook,  of  Ver- 
mont. Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sybil  Lane,  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Gov- 
ernor William  Bradford,  of  the  I'lyniouth  Col- 
ony. Stephen  Cole  and  his  wife  reared  five 
children — Semantha  M.,  Martha  ].,  Frank 
H.,  George  Warren,  and  Sybil  lulith.  Se- 
mantha, who  died  in  1882,  married  D.  S.  H(d- 
comb,  who,  for  a  time,  owned  the  Cumberland 
House  at  Platt.sburg.  Martha  became  the  wife 
of  Gcorsre  Howe,  of  Beekmantown,  and  is  now 
living  in  Wisconsin.  George  Warren  resides 
in  Galesburg,  III.  ;  and  Sybil   Edith,  widow  of 


Henry     Cochrane,     of     Peru,     N.Y. ,     lives    in 
Montiielier,    Vt. 

P'rank  H.  Cole  received  his  preliminary 
education  at  the  disti'ict  schools  of  his  native 
town,  this  being  sup|)lemented  by  a  course  of 
study  at  Kimball's  Union  Academy,  Meriden, 
N.H.  He  entered  upon  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  the  tutorship  of  his  fathei-  in  1841, 
afterward  studying  with  Dr.  Pollard,  of  West- 
port,  N.Y.,  and  was  graduated  from  the  medi- 
cal college  of  Castleton,  Vt.,  receiving  his 
diploma  in  the  fall  of  184J.  Coming  directly 
to  Peru,  the  young  Doctor  opened  his  office  in 
the  village,  and  remained  in  active  pi'actice  of 
his  profession  until  1S94,  when  he  attempted 
to  retire  to  private  life,  deeming  that  a  half- 
centur)'  of  devoted  service  to  the  alleviation  of 
the  sufferings  of  the  sick  and  disabled  entitled 
him  to  a  few  years  of  rest  and  recreation. 
Some  of  the  (dd  families,  howe\'er,  will  not 
permit  this;  and  he  is  forced  to  some  extent  to 
keep  in  harness. 

Although  seventy-six  years  of  ago,  Dr.  Cole 
retains  much  of  his  youthful  vigor,  and  is  a 
most  genial  and  pleasant  gentleman  to  meet. 
He  is  a  Democrat  of  the  old  school,  and  has 
unifonuly  voted  with  that  parly,  having  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  in  1S40  for  Martin 
Van  Buren  —  the  ojiixising  candidate,  William 
Henry  Harrison,  being  elected.  The  Doctor 
is  not  a  great  believer  in  organized  societies, 
and  belongs  to  but  one,  the  Clinton  County 
Medical    Society. 

In  Januar)-,  1849,  Dr.  Cole  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Julia  Persons,  daughter  of  Colo- 
nel   Harry   Persons,    of   Westport.      Mrs.    Cole 
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|);issc(l  to  tlie  life  of  immortality  in  i86cS, 
leaving  tlircc  cliildren,  as  follows:  Jane  I'lliza- 
bctli,  I'"rai)k,  and  Nellie.  l-'rank,  the  only 
son,  died  in  July,  1870,  at  the  early  age  of 
nineteen  yeai's,  wliile  making  [ireparation  for 
college. 


[AITAIN     SAiVIUl':!.    RUSSELL,    the 

able  commander  of  the  steamer  "l".f- 
nngham,"  running  on  Schroon  Lake, 
was  born  June  10,  1870,  son  of  Paris  S.  and 
Almedia  (Huck)  Russell.  Captain  Russell's 
grandfather  was  Samuel  Russell,  who  was  a 
pi'osperous  merchant  of  Crown  Point  for  many 
years.  He  anil  his  wife  reared  a  family  of 
three  children,  namely:  Amantla,  wife  of 
liiram  Ikick,  of  Albany;  Mrs.  William  Bur- 
nett, whose  husband,  a  successful  merchant  of 
Newburg,  N.Y.,  died  in  midtlle  life;  and 
Paris   S. ,    Captain    Russell's   father. 

Paris  .S.  Russell  succeeded  his  father  in 
mercantile  business  at  Crown  Point,  residing 
there  till  1870,  when  he  mo\-ed  to  Schroon 
Lake  and  erected  the  Ondawa  House,  which 
he  conducted  for  five  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  sold  the  propeity  to  John  1). 
liurwell,  of  Crown  Point.  He  then  built  the 
steamer  "I-lffingham, "  which  was  the  first 
steamboat  to  run  on  Schroon  Lake;  and  under 
his  able  management  the  undertaking  proved 
a  financial  success.  The  public  accorded  him 
a  liberal  patronage;  and  he  commanded  the 
boat  personally  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  at  his  home  in  Schroon  Lake  in  1876, 
when  he  was  forty-two  years  old.  He  was 
prominent    in    local    politics,    and     served     as 


Su[jervisor  for  sex'eral  terms.  His  character, 
which  was  genial  and  sociable,  made  him  a 
general  favorite.  In  Masonry  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  ]51ue  Lodge.  Upright  and  honora- 
ble in  all  his  dealings,  he  was  an  able  and 
successful  business  man,  and  at  his  death  left 
a  good  estate.  His  wife,  Almedia  Buck,  who 
was  a  daughter  of  Liiram  and  Almedia  (Raw- 
son)  Buck,  of  Crown  Point,  became  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Kate,  who  mar- 
ried P.  J.  Lavers,  and  died  at  Schroon  Lake  in 
1890,  aged  twenty-two  years;  Addie,  wife  of 
W.  A.  McKenzie,  of  Schroon  Lake,  having 
three  children;  15ellc,  who  was  educated  in 
P'ort  Edward,  and  is  now  a  successful  teacher; 
Media,  wife  of  I".  A.  Wadlaw,  an  electrician 
of  New  York  City,  having  one  son;  Captain 
Samuel  Riissell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Jessie,  who  is  now  a  teacher  in  South  Caro- 
lina; and  Paris,  a  law  student  in  New  York 
City. 

Samuel  Russell  received  a  fair  education, 
and  at  an  early  age  gave  evidence  of  possess- 
ing good  business  ability.  P"'or  the  ]5ast  five 
years  he  has  commanded  the  "  JCffingham, " 
gi\'ing  the  same  general  satisfaction  to  the 
public  as  did  his  popular  predecessor;  and 
under  his  direction  the  enterprise  is  still  in 
flourishing  condition. 

On  September  30,  i8gi,  Captain  Rus.se] i 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  A.  M.  New- 
ton, of  Rochester,  the  ceremony  occurring  in 
Sheffield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Russell  is  a  daughter 
of  Martin  S.  and  Miranda  S.  (Chappell)  New- 
ton. Her  father,  who  was  a  prominent  lawyer 
of    Rochester,  was   born    in    P'itchburg,    Mass., 
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and,  after  graduating  from  Harvard  College, 
settled  in  Rochester,  where  he  successfully 
])ractised  his  jirofession  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  middle  life.  ]?y  his  first  wife, 
Elizabeth  Shelden,  of  \'ermont,  he  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  survive,  namely:  Will 
iam  S.  Newton,  a  resident  of  California;  and 
Mary,  wife  of  George  W.  Proctor,  of  Fitch- 
burg,  Mass.  By  his  union  with  his  second 
wife,  I\Iiranda  S.  Chappell,  who  was  born  in 
Rochester,  he  had  but  one  child,  now  the  wife 
of  Captain  Russell.  Mrs.  Russell's  mother 
died  in  Rochester  at  the  age  of  thirty  years. 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Russell  have  two  children  — 
Rosalind,  aged  three  years;  and  Samuel  Allen, 
nearly  two  years  old. 

Captain  Russell's  mother,  who  still  sur- 
vives, resides  in  Schroon  Lake,  where  she  is 
highly  esteemed  for  her  many  commendable 
qualities.  The  Captain's  family  on  both  sides 
has  long  been  prominent  in  the  Adirondack 
res;ion. 


(^OIIN  SAMPLE,  an  intelligent  and 
thrifty  farmer  of  Altona,  N.\'.,  was 
born  in  County  Tyrone,  in  the  northern 
jiart  of  Ireland,  November  17,  1837.  His 
parents  were  David  and  Mary  (Ralston)  Sam- 
ple, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  County 
Tyrone  in  1806;  and  the  latter  was  of  Scottish 
descent. 

David  Sample  cultivated  his  own  farm  in 
Ireland,  and  was  possessed  of  some  means, 
when,  having  decided  to  try  his  fortunes  on 
this  side  of  the  water,  in  1847,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and   seven  children,    he  took   passage 


from  Londonderry  for  Quebec.  The  voyage 
proved  a  long  and  trying  tine,  as  many  on 
board  were  stricken  with  sliiji  fever,  from 
which  a  number  of  ]jassengers  died.  John 
-Sample  remeiiibers  seeing  seven  boilies  com- 
mitted to  a  watery  grave  one  morning.  The 
vessel  was  placed  in  quarantine  at  Grosse  Isle, 
and  it  was  nine  weeks  and  three  days  before 
they  reached  Ouebec.  Mr.  Sample  bought  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  five  acres  at  Have- 
lock,  P.O.,  where  he  sjient  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  died  in  the  winter  of  1S95,  at  eighty-.seven 
years  of  age,  leaving  his  children  a  good  prop- 
erty. His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  James  Ral- 
ston, who  died  in  Ireland  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-six  years.  Her  death  occurred  De- 
cember II,  1 888,  at  seventy-eight  years  of 
age.  Their  children  who  survived  the  journey 
are  all  living  with  the  e.xceiition  of  David  S. 
He  was  a  farmer  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
he  died  in  1893  at  fifty-one  years  of  age,  leav- 
ing a  wife  and  two  sons. 

John  Sample  acquired  in  his  boyhood  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farming,  but  received 
only  a  limited  school  education.  When  four- 
teen years  of  age  he  began  working  out;  and 
at  eighteen  he  came  to  Altona,  then  a  part  of 
Chazy,  Clinton  County,  where  he  worked  at 
farming  and  lumbering,  and  afterward  engaged 
in  burning  charcoal  for  the  iron  com[)any.  In 
1864  he  ])urchased  his  present  farm,  which 
contains  one  hundred  and  si.\ty-five  acres  of 
good  farming  land,  well  supplied  with  living 
spring  water,  paying  down  only  a  part  of  the 
purchase  price  of  about  thirty-five  hundred  dol- 
lars.     He  carries  on  general    farming,  keejiing 
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a  dairy  of  twelve  cows;  and  since  he  iiecame 
the  owner  of  tlie  [)roperty  he  lias  erected  a 
substantial    residence   and   three   barns. 

When  nearly  twenty-two  )'ears  of  age,  on 
Sejjteinber  15,  1<S59,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  K.  Mead,  who  was  born  at  Bellows  l'"a!ls, 
Vt.,  and  is  a  dauj^hter  of  Aaron  and  Ilassadiah 
((loodiiough)  Mead.  Her  father  was  of 
Scotch-Iiish  ilescent,  her  mother  a  \'ermonter. 
They  were  married  in  Chester,  Vt. ,  and  soon 
after  settled  in  Bellows  Falls,  where  Mr. 
Mead  followed  the  trade  of  a  carjienter.  He 
died  there  at  si.xty-five,  arid  his  widow  at 
eighty-two  years  of  age.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely  : 
Henry  R.  Mead,  who  died  at  liellows  ]'"alls  in 
1S45,  at  twenty-one  years  of  age;  Mary,  who 
married  Uaniel  Grey,  of  Altona,  and  died  here 
in  May,  1S74,  leaving  five  children  ;  and  Har- 
riet A.  Mead,  who  died  October  22,  1892,  at 
seventy-two  years  of  age.  The  living  are: 
Harvey  K.  Mead,  of  Ophir,  I'lacer  County, 
Cal.  ;  James  T.  Mead,  of  Glen,  N.  H.  ;  Mrs. 
Maria  L.  Conant,  of  New-  Haven,  Conn.  ;  and 
Mis.   Sample. 

!\Ir.  and  Mrs.  .Sample  have  three  chiUhcu 
living;  namely,  Wilmer  H.,  Charles,  and 
l'"rank  L.  Wilmer  H.  Sample  is  an  engineer 
on  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad,  running  the 
New  \"ork  I'"lyer.  He  married  Miss  Jennie 
Patterson,  of  St.  Johns,  Canada,  who  is  de- 
scended from  .Scottish  parentage.  They  lost 
a  daughter.  Pearl,  at  five  years  old,  and  have 
a  son  and  daughter  living  —  Beatrice  and 
Leon.  Charles  Sample,  who  began  as  a  clerk 
at  fourteen  years  of  age,  is  now  a  dry-goods 


salesman  in  Fitchburg,  Mass.  P^-ank  L. 
Sample,  a  train  dcsjjatcher  on  the  Vermont 
Cenlial  at  New  London,  Conn.,  married  Miss 
Minnie  Wheeler,  of  Winooski,  Vt.  Two  of 
the  sons  were  educated  in  Troy  and  Albany. 
Mr.  Sample  is  a  Republican  in  a  Demo- 
cratic community.  He  has  servetl  acceptably 
as  Highway  C(jnnnissioner  and  Assessor,  also 
as  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  from  three  to  seven 
years  each.  While  he  is  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  Mr.  Sample  is  an  attendant  of  public 
worship  and  contributes  toward  the  support  of 
the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  churches. 


RUMAN  DeFORRIS,  M.D.,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  best  known  medical 
practitioners  of  Plattsburg,  and  an  important 
factor  in  the  promotion  of  the  educational  and 
religious  interests  of  this  community,  was  born 
April  27,  1 80 1,  in  the  town  of  Sangerfield, 
Oneida  County,  N.Y.  He  was  son  of  Peter 
DeForris  and  one  of  a  family  of  si.x  chil- 
dren ;  namely,  George,  Truman,  Chauncey, 
Joscjih,  inland,  and  Betsey. 

rrumau  DeForris  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  working  hard  in  the  fields  every  sumnier 
antl  in  the  winter  acquiring  such  education 
as  was  possible  in  the  district  school  of  the 
neighborhood.  When  still  wanting  some 
years  of  his  majority,  having  determined  to 
enter  the  medical  profession,  he  bought  his 
time  of  his  fatiier,  and  went  into  the  ofifice  of 
Dr.  Preston,  where  he  acquired  his  first  knowl- 
edge of  medicine.  He  subsequently  studied 
with  Dr.  Medine,  of  Sangerfield,  going  thence 
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to  Fairfield  in  the  winter  of  1826-27  to  attend 
the  College  of  Ph^'sicians  and  Surgeons,  where 
he  received  his  diploma  on  January  11,  1827. 
He  continued  his  studies  with  Y)v.  Trow- 
bridge, of  Bridgewater,  from  June,  1827, 
until  September  25,  1828,  when  he  com- 
menced practising  for  himself,  his  previous 
experience  well  fitting  him  for  active  work. 

He  had  pre\'iously  taught  school  in  West 
Plattsburg  and  in  neighboring  towns,  and  he 
took  great  pride  in  the  success  of  his  methods 
as  an  instructor  of  youth.  He  was  always 
deeply  interested  in  educational  matters,  being 
very  progressive  for  his  time,  and  served  effi- 
ciently for  some  years  as  superintendent  of  the 
schools  of  Plattsburg.  With  the  excei)tion  of 
one  and  one-half  years  spent  in  Troy,  N.Y., 
the  Doctor  spent  his  life  as  a  physician  in 
Plattsburg,  being  among  the  leading  members 
of  his  profession,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
influential  citizens  of  the  town.  It  was  largely 
through  his  instrumentality  that  the  Northern 
New  York  Medical  Association  was  formed. 
He  afterward  served  as  President  of  the  so- 
ciety, and  he  was  likewise  a  mend)er  of  the 
Clinton  County  Medical  Society.  He  was 
strictly  a  total  abstinence  man,  having,  as  far 
back  as  his  wedding  day,  refused  in  any  way 
to  countenance  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages, 
and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  temperance 
society. 

Naturally  of  a  religious  temperament,  Dr. 
DeForris  was  early  converted,  being  at  first 
of  the  Baptist  persuasion;  but  in  1H31,  under 
the  eloquent  teachings  of  the  noted  ])reacher, 
the     Rev.    Truman    Seymour,    he    joined    the 


Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  for  forty-two 
years  served  as  Steward  and  District  Steward, 
being  for  a  long  time  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  Through  his  instrumentality  the 
church  of  that  denomination  at  South  Platts- 
burg was  organized.  He  began  his  religious 
work  in  that  place  by  forming  a  Sunday-school, 
where  he  gave  talks  on  the  Bible,  the  interest 
at  length  growing  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
was  induced  to  give  regular  sermons ;  and,  in 
order  to  continue  this,  he  was  forced  to  obtain 
a  license  to  preach.  He  was  always  to  be 
found  at  his  place  in  prayer  or  business  meet- 
ings of  the  church,  never  allowing  his  profes- 
sional to  interfere  with  his  religious  duties: 
and  often,  after  a  week  spent  in  days  and 
nights  of  almost  incessant  toil,  he  would 
preach  a  most  stirring  sermon  on  Sunday.  He 
was  an  earnest  student  of  the  Bible,  and  al- 
ways had  his  Book  of  Psalms  and  the  New  Tes- 
tament, together  with  his  Medical  Record,  on 
the  back  |)arlor  table,  within  easy  reach  when 
he  had  a  minute's  leisure. 

Dr.  Del^oi'iis  had  a  ver)'  large  practice  and 
an  extensive  field  of  labor,  frequently  being 
obliged  to  make  a  tri])  of  thirty  or  forty  miles 
into  the  country  on  horseback,  witli  his  medi- 
cine in  the  saddle-bags.  Later,  when  the  use 
of  sleighs  became  more  common,  he  was  wont, 
on  returning  from  a  long  journey  in  winter, 
says  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bailey,  to  throw  the 
reins  over  his  neck,  wrap  the  blankets  close 
around  him  and  go  to  sleep,  while  the  hor.se, 
perfectly  actiuainted  wilh  the  road,  would 
bring  him  safely  home.  .Mthough  over- 
worked, and   getting  but  little  time  for  needed 
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rust,  the  kind-hearted  antl  sympatlietic  phy- 
sician never  refused  to  make  a  call  for  charity's 
sake,  always  giving  the  same  prompt  anil  cheer- 
ful resi)onse  to  the  summons  to  the  home  of  the 
jioor  man  as  to  the  mansion  of  the  wealthy. 
He  was  ever  a  welcome  and  comforting  visitor 
in  the  sick-room,  where  his  presence  came  as 
a  ray  of  sunshine  to  the  suffering  patient. 
After  some  forty  years  of  active  professional 
and  truly  Christian  service,  he  passed  to  the 
fuller  life  beyond  September  i6,  1877.  On 
the  tombstone  marking  his  last  resting-place 
might  truthfully  be  engraved  the  words, 
"Good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into 
the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Dr.  Truman  DeForris  married  Lucy  Ma- 
tilda, daughter  of  John  Murray  and  Lucy 
(Douglas)  Grant,  a  descendant  of  the  Doug- 
las family,  of  New  London,  Conn.  Mrs. 
Lucy  M.  DeForris  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  in  July,  1891,  aged  eighty-five 
years.  Their  marriage  was  hallowed  by  the 
birth  of  four  children  —  I-lllen  M.,  John 
Grant,  Charles  S.,  and  Mary  Louise. 

l^llen  RL  was  born  in  Plattsburg  in  Septem- 
ber, 1829.  She  married  Samuel  Pitcher 
Bailey,  for  many  years  a  business  man  at 
Plattsburg,  whose  death  occurred  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  January  16,  1871.  Mrs.  Bailey  was  left  a 
widow  with  three  children,  namely:  James  F., 
with  whom  she  resides;  Truman  DeForris, 
who  died  in  Albany  in  1888;  Ellen  M.  Dc- 
I'^M-ris,  wife  of  Clarence  A.  Perry,  of  Lansing- 
burg,  N.Y.  Charles  S.  married  in  1869  Miss 
Melissa  Hall,  of  South  Plattsburg,  and  had 
two    children,    Truman    Murray   and    Lucy   M. 


He  died  when  fifty -five  years  old.  Louise  re- 
mained at  home,  caring  for  her  mother  during 
her  last  years,  and  still  resides  on  the  old 
homestead. 

John  Grant  DeForris  was  born  in  Plattsburg, 
September  21,  1834.  After  his  graduation 
from  the  academy  he  began  the  study  of  den- 
tistry in  1854,  in  the  office  of  Dr.  ]5ixby,  witli 
whom  he  afterward  formed  a  partnership  in 
the  (h'ug  business,  ojiening  a  store  on  the  spot 
where  Clinton  Street  now  joins  Margaret 
Street.  Three  years  later  Mr.  DeForris 
bought  the  interest  of  his  partner;  and  in 
1866  he  sold  the_  store  to  his  father  and 
brother,  and  again  turned  his  attention  to  den- 
tistry in  connection  with  Dr.  Bixby.  Young 
Dr.  DeForris  afterward  established  his  dental 
office  at  Chelsea,  Vt.,  where  he  practised  six 
years,  and  in  1867  removed  to  Mooers  in  this 
county.  Finally,  in  1892,  after  a  successful 
practice  of  twenty-five  years,  being  obliged  to 
retire  on  account  of  ill-health,  he  returned 
to  his  native  village. 

Dr.  John  G.  DeForris  was  married  in  1856 
to  Esther  A.  F'inch,  of  Troy,  N.Y.,  who  died 
in  1865.  -She  was  the  mother  of  two  children, 
both  now  deceased.  In  1876  the  Doctor  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Harriet  A. 
(Whipple)  Loom  is,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Whipple,  of  I'erry's  Mills,   K.Y. 


"ON.  gp:orge  wilitam  palmp:k, 

ex-Congressman,    lawyer,    and    manu- 
lacturer,  who   is  now   living  practi- 
cally   retired     from    active    cares,     is     one     of 
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Platt.sburg's  most  respected  citizens.  He  was 
horn  January  13,  iSiS,  at  Iloosick,  Rensselaer 
Count)',  in  this  State,  tliat  town  liaving  also 
been  the  place  of  nativity  of  his  father,  Will- 
iam Palmer. 

His  grandfather,  John  Palmer,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Dover,  Dutchess  County, 
N.Y. ,  was  a  hero  of  the  Revolution,  being 
one  of  the  sturdy  patriots  who  fouglit  under 
General  Stark  at  the  battle  of  Bennington, 
August  16,  1777.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  eventually  settled  on  land  in  Hoo- 
sick,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  spent  his  last  years. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife,  the  mother 
of  his  ten  children,  was  Mary  Hill.  Their 
sons  were  named  John,  William,  Hiram,  Fen- 
ner,  15uel.  The  five  daughters  became  Mrs. 
Barnes,  Mrs.  Morgan,  ]\lrs.  Cord,  Mrs.  Ray- 
nier,  and  Mrs.  Mooers.  William  Palmer,  the 
second  son,  as  named  above,  was  Ijorn,  reared, 
and  educated  in  the  town  of  Hoosick,  N.Y., 
living  there  until  1832.  In  that  year,  accom- 
panied by  his  family,  he  removed  to  Platts- 
burg,  the  journey  being  made  via  the  Cham- 
plain  Canal  to  Whitehall,  thence  by  steamer  to 
this  place.  Here  he  purchasetl  water-power 
on  the  Saranac  Ri\'er  and  erected  a  cotton- 
mill,  the  first  mill  of  the  kind  in  the  \icinil\-. 
After  operating  it  for  several  seasons,  he  l)uilt 
a  flour-mill,  and  was  extensively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  flour  for  a  number  of  }ears, 
when  he  sokl  out  to  his  son,  thenceforward  liv- 
ing retired  until  his  death  in  1866.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Ruth  Haynes,  was  born 
in  Hoosick,  being  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Phebc   (Peck)    Haynes.      She  lived   to  the  age 


of  seventy  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children;  namely,  George  William,  John 
Haynes,  Clinton,  15uel,  Charles  V..,  James  H., 
P^ranklin,  and  Julia. 

George  William  I\dmer  was  the  eldest  of 
the  children  born  to  his  jiarents,  and,  being 
well-endowetl  mentally  as  well  as  ])hysically, 
much  attenticjn  was  given  to  his  early  educa- 
tion. After  leaving  the  district  school  he 
jnu'sued  his  studies  at  the  academies  of  Green- 
bush  and  Schodack  ;  and,  having  prepared  for 
college  at  the  Plattsburg  Academy,  he  entered 
Yale.  He  subsequently  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Palmer  and  William 
Swetland,  later  continuing  his  studies  with 
Daniel  Gardner,  of  Troy,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1842.  He  began  the  practice  of 
his  [irolession  with  P.  S.  Palmer,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Palmer  &  Palmer,  and  was  soon 
afterward  ai)pointed  by  the  Gox'eruor  to  the 
office  of  Suri'ogate,  which  he  filled  with  abil- 
ity. Mr.  Palmer  then  becarnie  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father,  they  luiilding  another 
flour-mill  at  the  L'jiper  J^ridge ;  and  in  a  few 
years  he  bought  the  entire  jilant,  which,  after 
opei"ating  it  alone  for  several  years,  he  leased. 
Porming  a  partnership  with  V..  S.  Mead,  Mi'. 
Palmer  piuchased  a  saw-mill  and  sonie  heavy 
tracts  of  timber  land  at  the  foot  of  Chateaugay 
Pake,  in  the  town  of  Belmont,  which  he  iriade 
his  place  of  residence  for  a  year.  Two  years 
later  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  i)art- 
ner  and  returned  to  Plattsbiug.  In  iSTkj  he 
formed  a  jiartnerslrp  with  his  biother  I''rank- 
lin  and  Andrew  Willianis,  under  the  lii  in 
name  of  Palmer,  Williams  &  Co.,  to  Iniild  and 
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operate  iron  forges;  nnd  a  few  years  later  the 
brothers  bouglit  out  Mr.  Williams's  interest, 
and  soon  erected  another  forge  at  y\lder  IVmuI, 
continuing  in  business  there  until  1890. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  I'almer  lias  lived  practi- 
cally retireil,  in  the  hearty  enjoyment  of  a 
well -deserved  leisure. 

Although  he  has  been  so  busily  employed 
with  his  great  pri\ate  interests,  Mr.  I'almer 
has  ever  been  identified  with  the  highest  good 
of  the  general  public,  and  has  occupied  a  con- 
spicuous place  in  political  circles,  having  been 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  ]iarty 
in  this  -State  in  1S55.  In  the  fcdlowing  year 
he  was  elected  member  of  Congress  liy  a  hand- 
some majorit)-,  being  the  fiist  Republican 
Representative  from  the  district.  In  1SG2  he 
was  appointed,  by  President  Lincoln,  Consul 
to  Crete,  and  in  icS66  was  ajipointed  Judge  of 
the  Mi.xed  Court  at  Sierra  Leone,  on  the  west- 
ern coast  of  Africa.  This  was  one  of  the 
international  courts,  established  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade;  and  he  continued 
in  the  position  until  the  courts  were  termi- 
nated by  treaty.  In  i8cS4  Mr.  I'almer  was 
again  induced  to  enter  public  life,  receiving  a 
llattering  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  Rejire- 
sentative  to  the  legislature,  antl  being  re- 
elected to  the  same  position  the  following 
year.  He  has  always  considered  the  welfare 
of  his  town,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  zeal- 
ous and  earnest  su])porters  of  every  enterprise 
conducive  to  its  advancement. 

On  June  15,  1843,  Mr.  I'almer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  K.  Lynde,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  John  and  Elizabeth  (Sterne) 


Lynde.  Of  the  eight  children  who  were  born 
of  their  union,  three  died  in  infanc)'  and  five 
arc  li\ing:  Helen  M.  is  l^rofessor  of  Modern 
Languages  in  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Plattsburg;  Owen  A.  is  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  Hastings  Paving  Company,  New 
Vciik  City;  Charles  G.  is  President  of  the 
above-mentioned  company;  Lynde  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  St.  Paul  Liunber  Company,  of 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  a 
branch  of  the  company  in  Yakima;  and  I'rancis 
Sterne  is  Private  Secretary  of  the  collector  of 
the  port  of  New  York  City. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  'his  life  Mr.  I'almer 
was  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  ba\- 
ing  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in  1840  for 
Martin  \'an  Puren.  He  remainetl  with  that 
party  until  1848,  when  he  joined  the  I'ree 
Soil  party,  organized  on  the  principle  of  the 
non-e.\tensit)n  of  slavery,  and  voted  for  the 
candidates  of  that  party,  Martin  Van  Puren 
and  Charles  P'rancis  Adams.  'Phe  conijii'omise 
of  1850  having  reunited  the  old  Uemocralic 
party  of  this  State,  Mr.  I'almer  again  voted 
with  it,  supi)orting  I-'ranklin  Pierce  for  Presi- 
dent; but  in  1854,  when  the  Douglas  Pill 
repealing  the  Missouri  Compromise  w^as  en- 
acted, Mr.  Palmer  refused  to  sanction  it,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  extend  slavery  into 
free  territory;  and  with  many  other  Democrats 
of  the  State  he  was  active  and  zealous  in 
organizing  the  Republican  party  in  1855.  He 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  from  his  district  to  the 
National  Convention  that  nominated  John  C. 
Fremont  in  1S56;  and  in  the  same  year,  as 
above  stated,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Con- 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


15: 


gress,  being  re-clcctcd  in  1858.  He  was  also, 
in  1864,  a  delegate  to  the  convention  which 
nominated  AJM'ahani  Lincoln  for  the  second 
term.  He  remained  an  active  worker  in  the 
Republican  ranks  till  1892,  when  he  cast  his 
vote  for  Grover  Cleveland. 


(^AMES  MILTON  DeLANO,  residing 
on  a  well-ke])t  and  highly  productive 
farm  two  miles  north  of  Ticonderoga, 
was  born  November  8,  1824.  He  is  a  grand- 
.son  of  Abijah  DeLano,  who  was  a  resident  of 
Massachusetts  throughout  his  long  life,  and 
there  reared  his  children  to  habits  of  industry 
and  usefulness. 

Nathan  DeLano,  son  of  Abijah,  was  born 
in  1775  on  a  Massachusetts  farm,  where  he 
lived  in  his  early  years;  but  when  a  young 
man  he  removed  to  Cornwall,  Vt.,  thence  to 
this  town,  settling  in  the  ui:)per  village.  He 
secured  a  tract  of  land,  a  large  portion  of 
which  was  covered  with  heavy  timber,  which 
he  hewed  down  in  order  to  make  a  place  for 
his  first  house.  Here  he  and  his  good  wife 
bravely  endured  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
pioneering,  laboring  with  earnest  industry  to 
clear  and  improve  their  three-hundred-acrc 
farm,  eventually  finding  themselves  the  owners 
of  one  of  the  best  homesteads  in  this  vicinity. 

Nathan  UcLano's  first  wife,  Lois  Kobin.son, 
died  in  January,  1849,  aged  si.xt-y-eight  years. 
She  had  borne  him  si.x  children,  namely;  Jo- 
seph, born  in  1802;  Benjamin,  born  March 
10,  1804;  Asa  P.;  Thomas;  James  M.,  the 
subject    of    this    sketch;  and   a    daughter  who 


was  accidentally  killed  on  the  da}'  of  her 
brother  Asa's  birth  by  a  rolling  log.  The 
father  married  a  second  wife  and  lived  until 
1856. 

James  Milton  DeLano  was  reared  on  the 
farm,  from  his  earliest  boyhood  working  with 
unremitting  diligence,  his  educational  oppor- 
tunities being  quite  limited.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  trijis  to  the  West,  taken  some  years 
ago,  he  has  spent  his  life  in  this  town.  In 
1847,  with  a  view  of  settling  in  one  of  the 
Central  States,  Mr.  DeLano  took  a  line  boat 
at  Whitehall  for  Buffalo,  whence  he  proceeded 
by  steamboat  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  thence  ;'/(? 
stage  to  Chicago,  the  last  part  of  his  journey 
being  made  through  mud  aiul  water  at  the  rate 
of  two  miles  an  houi\  Had  he  been  blessed 
with  a  prophet's  foresight,  he  might  hax'e 
bought  for  the  five  hundred  dollars  he  had  with 
him,  enough  of  the  mud-covered  soil  of  the 
now  great  city  of  Chicago  to  ha\'e  jdaced  him 
among  the  millionaires  of  the  place.  He, 
however,  continued  his  journey  to  Cottage 
Grove,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm,  receiving 
ten  or  twelve  dollars  a  month,  until  the  next 
May,  when  he  returned  to  his  boyhootl's  home. 
In  1855,  accompanied  by  tiiree  friends,  Mr. 
DeLano  made  another  trip  to  the  West,  going 
this  time  through  Canada  to  Chicago,  thence 
by  stage  and  team  to  his  point  of  destination, 
Tama  County,  Iowa.  The  party  remained  in 
Iowa  but  si.x  weeks,  returning  home  fully  sat- 
isfied with  New  York  State  as  a  ])l;ice  of 
residence. 

Mr.  DeLano  was  married  Marcli  8,  1849,  to 
Miss   Laura    Shattuck,    a   daughter  of    Samuel 
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and  roily  (Ward)  Shatluck.  llcr  father  was 
a  son  of  (iidcon  and  I^xpcriencc  (Rich)  Shat- 
tuck,  natives  of  New  llampshiie  and  early 
settlers  of  Ticonderoga.  lie  was  the  first 
white  child  born  in  the  south  jiart  of  Ticon- 
deroga, the  year  of  liis  birth  being  1800. 
Mrs.  Del.ano's  grandparents  were  farmers  in 
moderate  circumstances.  They  reared  si.N  of  the 
seven  children  born  to  them,  namely:  Chester, 
a  farmer  in  Michigan,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  leaving  a  faniil}-;  George,  who 
was  formeily  engagetl  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Indiana,  but  moved  to  Minnesota,  where  he 
spent  liis  last  years;  Arad,  Stephen,  Austin, 
and  .Samuel,  lifelong  residents  of  Ticon- 
deroga. Mrs.  DeLano  was  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  two  besides  herself 
are  still  living,  namely:  Melissa,  wife  f)f  Levi 
Covelle,  residing  on  the  old  Shattuck  home- 
stead; and  Chandler  W. ,  a  resident  of  this 
l(nvn.  The  record  of  the  others  is  thus  given 
in  brief:  JMiieline  died  February  5,  1887,  in 
the  fifty-fifth  year  of  her  age;  Martin  H., 
who  was  one  of  the  first  leading  niercliants  in 
this  town,  and  built  the  finest  brick  block  in 
Northern  New  ^'ork,  died  in  1891,  aged  fifty- 
si.\  years;  Fdwin  p;issed  away  Novendjer  13, 
1865,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven  years ; 
and  George  A.,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Am- 
herst College,  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  October  6,  1875,  being  then  but 
thirty-one  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeLano  have  been  called  to 
hear  dee])  grief  in  the  death  of  their  two 
daughters,     Alma    .\.     and     Ilattie     May,     the 


younger  at  the  tender  age  of  six  years  and  ten 
months;  and  the  elder,  who  had  just  com]deted 
the  course  at  the  Oswego  Normal  .School,  and 
w.is  then  in  Saratoga,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  She  was  blessed  with  the  sunny  and 
cheerful  temperament  that  always  wins  friends, 
and  seemed  to  have  solved  the  mysteries  of 
heaven  ere  the  silver  cord  was  loosed,  as  a  few 
minutes  prior  to  her  departure  she  revived, 
and,  with  a  face  radiant  with  joy,  described 
the  beauties  of  her  future  home  and  bade  her 
friends  to  neither  weep  nor  mourn  for  her. 

In  p(jlitics  Mr.  DeLano  is  a  sturdy  Demo- 
crat. Since  1868  he  has  not  done  much  of  the 
manual  labor  of  the  farm,  but  has  been  jirofit- 
ably  engaged  in  the  general  insurance  busi- 
ness, having  represented  many  of  the  leading 
life  and  other  insurance  organizations,  at  the 
l)resent   time  being  agent  for  seven  companies. 


'JOSEPH  DUDLEY  EVEREST,  a  well- 
known  merchant  and  manufactui'cr  of 
Schuyler's  Falls,  N.\'.,  an  enterprising 
man  of  business,  who  has  served  in  various 
public  offices,  is  a  nati\'e  of  Clint<ni  County, 
ha\ing  been  born  in  I'eru,  August  12,  1833. 
His  grandfathei',  Joseph  I'^verest,  was  born 
in  I'rance,  and  was  but  si.x  months  of  age 
when  he  was  brought  to  America.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  the  town  of  Addison,  \'t., 
where  his  p:irents  settled,  anil  at  the  time  of 
the  h'rench  and  Indian  War  was  abducted  fi'om 
his  home  and  taken  to  Ouebec  by  the  Indians, 
who  intended  to  impress  him  into  the  I""rench 
service.        In     niakiuLr     his     escape     from     the 
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prison  in  which  he  was  confined,  he  was 
obliged  to  droj)  from  the  eaves  to  the  ground, 
a  distance  of  forty  feet,  and  in  doing  this  in- 
jured his  hip  so  badly  that  he  was  lame  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  In  company  with  five 
others  he  made  his  way  as  best  he  could 
toward  his  home;  but  while  crossing  Magog 
Lake  the  party  were  attacked  by  Indians,  he 
being  the  only  one  to  make  his  escape,  the 
other  four  never  being  heard  from  again.  He 
subsequently  settled  in  Peru,  Clinton  County, 
where  he  lived  for  si.xty  years,  and  died  at  a 
venerable  age.  He  married  Sarah  Dudley, 
who  died  in  tJie  ninety-fourth  year  of  her  age. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturit}-,  namely  :  Cal- 
vin, Edward,  Luther,  Sally,  John,  James,  and 
Josiah  Terry,  the  latter  being  the  father  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  we  have  [ilaced  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch. 

Josiah  Terry  I'A'erest  was  born  at  Addison, 
\'t.,  October  5,  1800,  but  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Peru,  N.Y.,  where  in  his  boyhood  he 
used  to  trudge  two  and  one-half  miles  daily 
through  the  woods  to  the  little  log  school- 
house  where  he  accjuired  his  education.  On 
attaining  his  majority  he  left  his  father's  farm, 
which  he  had  assisted  in  clearing,  and,  buying 
eighty-seven  acres  of  adjacent  land,  carried  on 
general  farming  with  more  than  average  suc- 
ces.s.  When  the  Clinton  County  Agricultural 
Society  was  organized,  the  directors  offered  a 
premium  the  first  two  years  for  the  best-culti- 
vated farm  ;  and  to  him  was  awarded  tlie  prize 
in  both  instances.  In  1857  he  came  to  Schuy- 
ler's P'alls  and  engaged  in  mercantile   business 


and  in  the  manufacture  of  starch,  buying  the 
plant  of  B.  J.  Weaver.  In  comjiany  with  his 
son,  Joseph  P).,  he  continued  in  these  different 
lines  for  eight  years,  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  T.  Everest  &  Son.  In  1865  he  sold  his 
mercantile  business  to  Mr.  Weaver,  and  his 
interest  in  the  search  factory  to  his  ])artiier, 
and    retireil    to   private    life. 

Dee])])-  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
town,  county,  and  State,  Josiah  T.  Iwcrest 
served  faithfully  in  various  offices  of  trust. 
P^or  many  years  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  ever  acted  as  a  peacemaker  ratlier  than  an 
instigator  of  quarrels,  often  making  friends  of 
those  who  came  to  him  as  bitter  enemies.  He 
served  as  Supervisor  through  a  long  period, 
and  in  1S43  was  elected  County  Judge,  the 
papers  of  that  day  mentioning  him  as  a  man  of 
marked  alsility.  In  1855  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  .State  legislatuie,  having  the  distinction  of 
being  the  first  State  official  ever  elected  on  a 
State  ticket  in  Clinton  Count)-.  P^jr  three 
years  he  was  one  of  the  State  Prison  Inspcc- 
tor.s.  In  1820  he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  Sibley,  of  New  Hampshire. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  I'lpisco- 
pal  chuicli  for  more  than  half  a  cenlur\',  he 
being  Warden  and  'Prustee  the  greater  part  of 
that  time.  'Pheir  family  circle  included  nine 
children — Palmira,  Sarah,  Ann  Eliza,  Josejih, 
Josiah,  Aaron,  Benjamin,  Alice,  and  Jean- 
nette. 

lilmira  P^verest  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
erne  years.  .Sarah,  the  wife  of  I^ensselaer 
Hewitt,  died  January  27,  1893,  aged  si.\ty-si.\ 
years.      Ann  ICliza  is  the  wife   of   Sylvanus   B. 
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Chase,  of  Washington.  Josiali,  who  was  the 
owner  of  a  large  and  well -improved  larm  in 
Peru,  departed  this  life  in  iS'/'"^:  '1'-'  niarried 
Lura,  daugiiter  of  Tlieodorus  and  Minerx'a 
Hewitt.  Aaron,  who  after  lea\'ing  Keeseville 
Aeadeniy  studied  law  with  Judge  Simmons 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  went  West,  locat- 
ing at  first  in  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  where  he  had 
a  land  office,  going  thence  to  Austin,  Minn., 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  to  Atchison,  Kan., 
where  he  was  elected  Representative  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  was  subsetpiently 
appointed  general  attorney  of  the  (loulcl  Sys- 
tem by  the  late  Jay  Gould,  with  a  salary  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  ])er  Near.  He  also 
represented  his  district  as  State  Senator.  lie 
married  Maria,  daughter  of  David  and  lietsey 
Darrah,  of  Peru;  and  the  two  children  hoiai  to 
them  are  now  living,  the  only  son  being  a 
prominent  lawyer.  Aaron  I^verest  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  years.  Benjamin,  the  young- 
est son,  enlisted  in  the  New  York  \'(dunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  in  tiie  ('i\il  W'ar.  L'pon 
his  return  home  he  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Schuyler's  I'"alls,  coritinuing  it  at  the 
present  time.  Alice,  the  wife  of  Ldward  A. 
Miller,  resides  in  Plattsburg.  Jeannette,  the 
youngest  daughter,  died  in  childhoml. 

Joseph  Dudley  Plverest,  the  fourth  chiUl, 
comjileted  his  education  at  the  academy,  and 
began  life  as  a  merchant,  but  before  long  sokl 
out  his  store,  and,  buying  the  mill  iirojierty  of 
Henry  Ketchmn,  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  woollen  goods.  He  obtained  the  govern- 
ment contract  for  making  the  cloth  for  the 
convicts'   garments,    furnishing    the    jirison    at 


Dannemora  for  three  years.  After  twelve 
years'  experience  in  the  woollen  manufacture 
Mr.  Lverest  changed  the  machinery  of  his  mill 
and  began  making  shingles,  in  which  he  is 
still  engaged.  He  also  carries  cm  a  .'^eventy- 
five-acre  farm,  all  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion excepting  four  or  five  acres  of  woodland. 
In  the  village  he  has  just  completed  an  opera 
house,  underneath  which  he  is  to  establish, 
in  company  with  his  son,  a  large  general 
store. 

On  June  3,  1857,  Mr.  Everest  was  married 
to  Julia  Iv ,  daughter  of  Eli  Pates,  Justice  of 
Peace,  of  Schuyler's  P\alls.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  Ijirth  of  four  children  — 
Carroll,  Sheridan,  Judge,  and  Grace.  Carroll, 
who  was  educated  at  the  Plattsburg  High 
Schocd,  was  Postmaster  in  Schuyler's  Falls 
four  years,  and  was  afterward  Cashier  of  the 
Courtland  P'.xchange  Bank  at  Courtland,  Kan., 
for  six  years,  but  has  recently  come  home  to 
engage  in  mercantile  business  with  his  father 
at  Schuyler's  P'alls.  Sheridan,  also  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Plattsburg  High  Schoul,  was 
appointed  clerk  at  the  Indian  y\gency  in  Dar- 
lington, Ind.  'Per.,  antl  was  also  assistant 
cl.iim  agent  under  Jay  Gould.  Judge  was 
for  a  time  assistant  claim  agent  also  under 
Gould,  and  afterward  clerk  in  the  Jamestown 
Exchange  Hank  at  Hudson,  Kan.,  but  is  now 
at  home.  Grace  has  recently  returned  from 
Mount  St.  Mary's  Convent  in  Montreal,  where 
she  was  educated. 

In  politics  Mr.  P'verest  is  a  stanch  member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  generally  a 
delegate   to   the   countv  conventions.      Hoth  he 
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and  his  wife  are  acti\c  and  valued  members  of 
the  Methodist  l^piscopal  cluircii,  to  which  they 
liave  belonged  for  thirty  years  or  more.  Mr. 
Everest  has  served  in  many  public  offices,  hav- 
ing been  kce[)er  of  the  IJannemora  State 
I'rison  from  1S63  until  1866,  Postmaster  of 
.Schu)!er's  Falls  eight  years,  sujierintendent 
of  the  almshouse  four  years.  Receiving  the 
appointment  of  superintenilent  of  Indian 
schools  for  the  Fort  Hall  Reservation  in  Idaho 
during  President  Cleveland's  hrst  term,  he 
served  three  years  and  was  for  a  time  United 
States  disbursing  agent  in  klaho.  Speaking 
of  him  in  connection  with  the  schools,  the 
Idaho  papers  say:  "Mr.  I'Lverest  labored  hard 
ami  faithfully  in  the  schools,  and  the  attend- 
ance was  greatly  increased.  The  teachers  be- 
fore him  had  always  failed.  "  One  old  chief, 
who,  during  the  first  part  of  his  term  of  ser- 
vice had  been  very  hostile  to  the  school,  after- 
ward became  very  much  attached  to  him,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  leaving  folhnved  the  wagon 
train  for  miles,  beseeching  him,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  to  return.  Mr.  Everest  was 
Deputy  Collector  of  United  -States  Customs 
at  Montreal  until  June,  1895,  when  he  re- 
signed, ill  order  that  he  might  be  nearer  home. 
He  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they 
have  belonged  for  thirty  years  oi-  more. 


YoU/II'I'IAM     C.     TABOR,     conducting 
V^V^      a  successful  furniture  and   undertak- 
ing  business    at    I'llleniiurg   Centre,    of    which 
place  he  is  a  worthy  and   highly  respected  citi- 


zen, was  born  in  IJedford,  Canada,  November 
13,  1827,  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Persons) 
Tabor. 

His  jrrandfather  Tabor,  who  lived  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  was  a  carpentci'  by  trade,  was 
the  father  ot  fourteen  children,  si.\  of  whom 
were  sons,  and  nine  liveti  to  attain  years  of 
discretion.  1 1  is  son,  John  Tabor,  the  father 
of  William  C,  was  born  in  New  ILmipshiie. 
He  married  Miss  Nancy  Persons,  of  \'ermont, 
by  whom  he  had  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
were  sons,  and  all  livetl  to  ailult  life  and  mai - 
ried.  The  circle  is  now  broken,  as  one  of  the 
number  has  died,  and  the  others  are  widely 
scattered.  William  C.  and  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Rufus  Copps,  resiile  in  this  State;  Hiram  anil 
another  sister,  Mrs.  Laura  A.  lUmker,  li\'e  in 
Wisconsin ;  Oscar  G.  resides  in  ISuena  \'ista 
County,  Iowa;  John  C.  lives  in  Nebraska;  Rob- 
ert N.  and  also  Martha,  now  Mrs.  Snow,  are 
residents  of  California.  Their  father  died  in 
Chateaugay,  N.\'.,  in  1844,  at  about  fifty-one 
years  of  age,  and  their  mother  in  Wisconsin 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- live  years. 
After  Mr.  Tabor's  death  she  was  married  to 
lienjaniin  Ilobbs,  who  is  also  dead. 

William  C.  Tabor  received  but  a  meagre 
district-school  education.  ]'"rorn  his  early 
boyhood  he  worked  with  his  father  at  car|3eu- 
try,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  secured 
regular  employment  at  that  trade. 

He  was  engaged  in  building  in  Chateaugay 
and  later  in  I'Tlenburg  Centre,  whither  he 
came  in  March,  1869,  now  about  twent}-seven 
years  ago.  Among  the  builiiings  in  this  place 
that    he  erected  are  the  graded    schi)ol-house, 
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liis  own  dwelling-house,  store,  and  ham.  He 
owns  a  farm  a  short  distance  from  the  village 
and  one  of  ten  acres  within  the  village  limits. 
Twelve  years  ago  he  established  his  present 
Inisiness  in  furniture  and  undertaking,  he 
being  the  pioneer  here  in  both  lines,  and  thus 
far  with  no  competitor. 

When  twenty-si.x  years  of  age,  in  1S53,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  I'erley  A.  Goodell,  of 
this  town,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Goodell  (de- 
ceased). Their  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  son,  Gilbert  K.  Tabor,  a  hardware 
merchant  in  Ilespcr,  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  State  of  Iowa,  who  is  now  living  with  his 
second  wife,  and  has  a  son  and  daughter.  His 
mother,  Mrs.  Perley  A.  Tabor,  died  in  May, 
1879,  at  forty-four  years  of  age,  having  been 
married  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Tabor's  pres- 
ent wife,  formerly  Miss  Melissa  Shelters,  of 
tins  place,  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Hiram 
Shelters.  No  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  Tabor  is  a  loyal 
Republican.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Asses- 
sor, and  for  the  past  four  years  has  served  ac- 
ceptably as  Town  Clerk.  P'or  thirty-seven 
years  he  has  been  a  useful  and  valued  member 
of  the  Methodist  l^jiscoiial  church,  and  ihiring 
that  time  has  held  various  church  offices,  such 
as  Trustee,  Steward,  and  class  leader.  Hav- 
ing started  in  life  in  very  humble  circum- 
stances, Mr.  Tabor  now  pos.sesses  a  compe- 
tence; and  that  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-men  is  evident  from 
successive  elections  to  various  offices  of  jiublic 
trust. 


"s^OHN  HAUGHRAN  is  a  jirominent  citi- 
zen   of    ICllenburg    Centre,    and    stands 
high  in  business  and  jiolitical  circles  in 
this  i)art  of  the  State.      He  conducts  a  general 
mercantile  business  at  Ellenburg  Centre,  carry- 
ing a  line   of    agricultural   implements,   hard- 
ware, feed.  Hour,  and   grain,   and    is    interested 
in   the  manufacture    of    lumber    and   shingles, 
and    in   other  cnteri:)rises.      His  birth  occurred 
in   Chazy,  Clinton   County,  July   27,    1S38,  his 
parents  being  John  and  Jane  (Penn)  Haughran. 
John  Haughran,  senior,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
born  in  1808,  learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor  in 
his  early  years,  and  was  engaged   at   that  voca- 
tion   all    his    life.      He  came    to    America  in 
1835,    and    about    a    year    later    married    Jane 
Fenn,  who  was  born    in   County  Armagh,  Ire- 
land, of  Scottish   parentage,   and   when   seven- 
teen   years    old    came    to    this    country  alone, 
being     six     weeks     on     the     way.        Her     two 
brothers   were  already   here,    having   come   be- 
fore   her    birth.      Mrs.    Jane    Fenn    Haughran 
died    in    1858,    at    fifty-two    years    of   age,    in 
Chazy,  Clinton   Count}',    where  she  had   spent 
her    married    life.      Hei'    husband    lived    until 
1867.      In  religious   belief   he   was  a   Catholic 
and  she  an  Fpiscopalian. 

John  Haughran,  their  only  child,  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education,  and 
at  seventeen  years  of  age  became  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  L.  F.  Merrihew,  of  Chazy.  For  his 
first  year's  work  he  received  the  sum  of  sixty 
dollars;  and,  tlm'ing  the  seven  years  that  he 
remained  in  that  [wsition,  his  salary  was 
raised  to  three  hundred  per  year.  In  1865  he 
left  there   to   enter    into   business   for  himself. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


i6i 


and,  in  company  with  Na[)olenn  Trombley, 
under  the  firm  name  of  llaugliran  &  Trom- 
bley, carried  on  a  successful  tratle  in  Chazy  for 
two  years.  He  then  sold  his  interest  to  his 
partner,  and,  removing  in  the  fall  to  nilen- 
burg  Centre,  entered  into  partnershij^  with 
D.  S.  Kinsley,  of  Chazy,  the  firm  being  styled 
llaughran  &  Kinsley.  Within  a  year  he 
bought  out  his  partner,  and  a  few  years  later 
went  into  company  w-ith  W.  H.  Gordon,  with 
whom  he  remained  four  years.  Me  is  now  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  Hammond,  firm  of 
llaughran  &  Hammond,  doing  a  large  shipping 
business  at  EUenburg  Depot.  This  part  of 
his  business  alone  aggregates  about  twenty- 
five   thousand   dollars   yearly. 

In  addition  to  his  mercantile  interests,  Mr. 
llaughran  owns  a  number  of  farms,  containing 
all  together  about  seven  hundred  acres;  and 
about  fourteen  years  ago  he  established  a 
creamery  on  West  Hill.  This  latter  enter- 
prise having  increased,  he  abandoned  the  old 
building  and  erected  the  present  one,  where, 
in  company  with  C.  P.  Fifield,  a  [iractical 
butter-maker,  he  is  conducting  a  thriving  busi- 
ness. Star  Creamery,  as  it  is  styled,  is  one  of 
the  leading  factories  in  this  part  of  the  .State, 
and  during  the  season  of  si.x  months  manufact- 
ures over  fifty  tons  of  butter.  Mr.  Haughran's 
yearly  business,  not  including  that  at  I'"llen- 
burg  Depot,  amounts  to  about  forty  thousand 
dollars  —  a  very  c.Ncellent  record  when  one 
considers  that  he  started  in  life  with  little  or 
no  cash  cajjital.  His  store  was  the  first  brick 
store  erected  in  l'"llenburg  Centre.  That 
and   his   residence,    four   tenement-houses,    the 


flour  and  feed  mills,  saw-mill,  four  large  barns 
and  sheds  attached,  and  the  various  other 
buildings,  including  a  cold  stoi'age  ice-house, 
form  a  little  hamlet  within  the  attractive  vil- 
lage of  EUenburg  Centre. 

On  December  8,  1865,  Mr.  llaughran  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Langfield, 
of  Chaz)-,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Kangfield.  A 
son  and  daughter  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
the  son  died  in  infancy;  and  the  daughter, 
Nellie  Edith,  who  goes  by  the  name  of  Helen, 
is  living  at  home.  She  was  educated  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Vt.,  and  in  the  ISoston  Conservatory  of 
Music.  Her  mother  died  in  1869,  at  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age.  Mr.  llaughran  has  since 
married  Miss  Catherine  Gordon,  who  is  still 
living.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Michael  (jordon, 
a  native  of  Ii'eland,  who  died  June  22,  1871. 
Her  brother,  W.  H.  Gordon,  has  already  been 
referred  to  as  at  one  time  a  partner  of  Mr. 
Haughran,  and  he  is  now  connected  with  him 
in  the  store. 

In  politics  Mr.  Haughran  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  one  of  the  leatling  jioliticians  in 
this  section.  He  was  a  candidate  for  llie  As- 
sembly in  1892,  Init  shared  the  defeat  of  his 
party,  running,  however,  aheail  of  his  ticket. 
The  contest  was  a  strong  one;  and  Mr. 
Haughran's  opponent,  II.  K.  Barnard,  won  by 
only  thirty-four  votes.  During  his  residence 
in  Chazy  Mr.  Haughran  held  the  office  of  Col- 
lector, and  for  several  years  he  served  as  Super- 
visor. Mrs.  Haughran  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Iqiiscopal  church,  which  the  famil)' 
attend.  Their  home,  a  pleasant  hut  unpreten- 
tious residence,  was  built  for  William  Cressey. 
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llRl.ST()rili:R  ARMSTRONG,  who 
(iwiis  and  cdiulucts  a  t'arni  of  three 
hundred  acres  in  the  town  of  North 
Hudson,  Ivssex  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in 
Melbourne,  I'-Q. ,  December  5,  1839,  son  of 
Georj^^e   15.    and   Ann    (I'rotter)    Armstrong. 

Mr.  Armstrong's  jxirents  were  nati\'es  of 
Canada,  his  father,  who  was  a  prosperous 
farmei',  having  been  born  in  Stanstead.  He 
was  a  strong  and  able  man,  who  lived  to  reach 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years,  and  died  in 
the  spring  of  18S1,  retaining  his  faculties  to 
the  last.  His  wife,  Ann  Trotter,  became  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infanc)-,  and  six  are  now  living,  namely: 
the  Rev.  John  Armstrong,  a  Methodist 
[ireacher  in  Canada;  Thomas,  a  resident  of 
Sherbrooke,  P.O.;  Mary,  widow  of  the  late 
Norman  La  Rondeau,  residing  at  Melbourne, 
P.O.  ;  George,  who  lives  at  the  homestead  in 
Melbourne;  Christophei',  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  and  .Samia,  a  railroad  employee  of 
Farnham,  P.O.  Mr.  Armstrong's  mother  died 
in  184S,  aged  forty-eight  years. 

Christojiher  Armstrong  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  tow-n  until  se\'enteen 
years  of  age;  and,  after  i>ursuing  a  further 
coui'se  of  study  at  .St.  P'rancis  College,  he 
taught  school,  an  occupation  which  he  con- 
tinued for  two  years.  He  then  resided  at 
home,  assisting  in  carr)-ing  on  the  farm  until 
he  was  twenty-four  years  old,  when  Jie  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Boston;  but,  as  the  close 
confinement  of  indoor  life  did  not  agree  with 
his  health,  the  [ihysicians  advised  him  to  seek 
employment   in   the  o[ien  air.      He  accordingly 


secured  a  ]iosition  as  a  travelling  salesman, 
being  occasionally  upon  the  road  for  twenty- 
five  years,  during  which  time  he  re[)resented 
Shedd  &  Walkers,  dealers  in  tinware  and 
notions;  and  he  sold  nursery  stock  for  four 
years.  He  also  represented  the  Powell  Medi- 
cine Company,  of  Moriah,  N.^^ ,  for  se\'eral 
years  as  commission  agent,  and  became  a 
stockholder.  In  December,  1875,  he  settled 
upon  his  present  farm  in  North  Hudson,  pur- 
chasing at  that  time  two  hundred  acres  of 
improved  land,  containing  good  substantial 
buildings;  and  he  has  since  added  one  hundred 
acres  to  his  property.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
carrying  on  general  farming,  which  he  finds 
to  be  a  most  profitable  and  agreeable  employ- 
ment, and,  being  an  able  and  careful  manager, 
derives  excellent  results  from  his  labor. 

On  October  12,  1S65,  Mr.  Armstrong  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Cornelia  A.  Pereau,  a 
young  lady  of  excellent  attainments,  who  has 
prox'cd  a  worthy  heljjmeet  and  mother.  She 
was  born  in  Monckton,  Yt.,  November  8, 
1 838,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Matilda 
(Daniels)  Pereau.  Her  father  died  in  1S8S, 
in  his  seventy-third  year,  leaving  a  witlow  and 
thirteen  children,  five  sons  and  eight  daughters, 
who  are  all  living,  Mrs.  Armstrong  being  the 
eldest.  She  has  two  brothers,  named  Joseph 
;uul  Lewis,  residing  in  Warren  Comity,  the 
last  named  being  a  hardware  merchant. 
George,  her  eldest  brother,  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  North  Hudson;  William  is  in  Kan- 
sas; and  Lawrence  is  in  MissoLU'i. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  have  been  blessed 
with    eight    children,    as     follows:     Lizzie,    a 
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bright  and  very  [irccociaus  child,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  five  years;  Anna  M.,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  George  W.  Robinsori,  of  Moriah, 
and  has  one  son;  Mary  V.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  J.  \V.  Baker,  a  Methodist  preacher, 
and  has  two  sons;  iMiima  C. ,  who  was  educated 
at  the  Sherman  Collegiate  Institute,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  teaching;  George  H.,  who  is 
pursuing  a  college  preparatory  course  at  the 
same  institute;  Melbourne  C,  Byron  A., 
and  Nellie  C,  who  are  residing  at  home. 

Mr.  Armstrong  commenced  life, with  nothing 
but  a  good  supjjly  of  energy  as  a  capital,  and 
by  steady  perseverance  and  a  judicious  applica- 
tion of  his  faculties  he  has  reacheil  a  position 
of  financial  prosperity.  He  is  an  active  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party  in  politics, 
being  prominent  as  a  leader  in  public  affairs; 
and  he  has  served  w'ith  ability  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  in  other  towm  offices.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Armstrong  are  faithful  and  cordially 
esteemed  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  he  is  Recording  Steward  and 
a  Trustee. 


ILAS  D.  HAMMOND,  of  the  firm 
of  Haughran  &  Hammond,  dealers 
in  all  kinds  of  country  produce  and 
coal  at  Kllenburg  Depot,  was  born  July  18, 
J 846.  He  is  a  son  of  Ethan  Mi.x,  and,  by 
adoption,  of  Stoughton  Hammond. 

Consider  Hammond,  the  father  of  Stoughton, 
was  born  in  Saratoga,  N.  Y. ,  and  there  prolxi- 
bly  grew  to  manhood  and  married,  but  event- 
ually settled  in  Albany,  Vt. ,  where  he  en- 
gaged  in   farming  with   success.      He  was  the 


father  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  two 
who  now  survive  are  living  in  the  West.  In 
1S70  a  family  reunion  was  held  in  Ohio,  at 
which  ten  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  met. 
Stoughton  Hammond  was  a  farmer,  like  his 
father.  He  was  born  in  1S08,  and  died  on 
December  3,  1893,  at  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Hinds,  had  i)reviously  passed  away. 

Their  adopted  son,  Silas  D.  Hammond,  was 
brought  up  to  a  farm  life,  and  received  a 
common-school  education.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  took  up  farming  on  the  one-hundred- 
acre  farm  where  he  was  reared,  and  for 
eighteen  years  was  jirofitably  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming.  Then,  in  August,  1889,  he 
moved  to  Ellenburg  Depot,  and  engaged  in 
his  present  business  with  John  Haughran  as 
partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Haughran  & 
Hammond.  They  make  a  specialty  of  hand- 
ling grain,  hay,  and  potatoes,  shipping  one 
hundred  and  twenty  carloads  of  potatoes  and 
seventy-five  carloads  of  hay  each  year,  and  also 
conduct  a  grocer)'  store,  their  annual  business 
aggregating  about  twenty-five  thousand  dcdlars. 
Mr.  Hammoiul  still  owns  his  farm,  {]vc  miles 
distant,  on  which  he  has  a  substantial  house 
and  barns. 

On  November  iG,  1871,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Hall,  a  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Ira  Hall,  of  IClleidnng.  They 
have  lost  two  children-  an  infant  son  and  a 
daughter,  Mabel,  who  died  when  fourteen 
years  old.  The  four  now  living  are:  Maud 
I'^stelle  Hammond,  a  pleasing  young  lady, 
who    is    a    student    of     the     Troy    Conference 
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Academy  at  roullnc)',  \'t.,  where  she  is  tak- 
ing a  scientific  course,  also  lessons  in  vocal 
ciiltme;  Helen  Letla,  fifteen  years  old,  living 
at  home;  Jennie  ^lay,  nine  years  oltl ;  and 
Earl  Stoughton,  an  interesting  boy  of  seven 
years. 

Mr.  Hammond  is  a  Republican  in  political 
principles  and  action.  Among  the  offices  in 
which  he  has  served  are  those  of  Town  Col- 
lector, Highway  Commissioner,  and  I)e]nity 
Collector  of  Customs,  in  all  of  which  he  has 
given  excellent  satisfaction.  He  and  Mrs. 
Hammonil  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  being  active  workers  in  its  Sun- 
day-school ;  and  for  the  past  twenty-five  years 
he  has  held  church  office,  having  been  a  class 
leader.  They  reside  in  the  ideasant  home 
that  Mr.  Hammond  purchased  in  the  spring 
of  1889. 


lARLES    FERRISS    was    the    .son    of 
I        Nathan  L.  and  Clara  (Averill)  Ferriss, 


^ and    was   born    in    1806    on    the  old 

P'erriss  homestead,  in  the  town  of  I'eru,  County 
of  Clinton,  and  State  of  New  "N'drk. 

Ancestors  of  the  Ferriss  family  came  to  this 
country  from  England.  Their  genealogical 
record  has  been  traced  back  two  hundred 
years,  and  Ijrings  to  ligiit  men  and  women  of 
note  connected  with  the  family.  Among 
them  may  be  named  Isaac  ]'"erriss,  D.  1). , 
LL.  1).,  the  originator  of  Rutgers  Female 
Institute  and  from  1S52  to  1870  Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  New  York. 

I'rom  Orcutt's  History  we  learn  that  Zacha- 
riah  P'erriss,  with  his  wife,  Sarah,  removed   to 


New  Milford,  Conn.,  irom  the  southern  part 
of  the  State,  jirobably  in  1708,  he  being  one  of 
the  twelve  original  settlers  of  the  town.  Jo- 
sejib  Ferriss,  his  second  child  and  eldest  son, 
born  in  1703,  married  in  1725  Hannah  Welch, 
of  Milford.  Zachariah  (second),  fourth  son 
of  Joseph,  born  in  1739,  married  in  1766 
I'hebe  Gaylord.  Nathan  L.  I-'erriss,  born  in 
1775,  son  of  Zachariah,  second,  and  Phebe, 
removed  from  New  Milford,  Conn.,  to  Clinton 
County,  New  \'(irk,  making  his  home  in  Peru, 
then  only  a  small  pioneer  settlement,  the 
country  as  far  east  as  Tort  Kent  being  almost 
a  wilderness.  During  most  of  his  life  Nathan 
L.  I'^erriss  was  successfully  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  His  wife,  Clara  Averill, 
was  a  nati\'e  of  I'lattsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  :h 
woman  of  literary  ability.  Among  her  best 
poetic  productions  are  "  A  Maple  Tree,"  "  My 
Brother,"  and  "My  Glass  Vehicle."  She 
bore  her  husband  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Lucian,  the  eldest  son,  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty.  Caroline,  the  eklest  daughter, 
married  Levi  P'oote,  a  merchant  of  Hurlington, 
Vt.  Adeline,  the  second  daughter,  became 
the  wife  of  the  well-known  lUiell  (joodsell, 
Presiding  Elder  of  the  New  York  Methodist 
I^piscopal  Diocese.  Their  son,  Daniel  Good- 
sell,  is  now  a  bishop.  Emily,  third  daughter, 
married  Aniasa  Macomher,  manager  of  the 
nail  factory  in  Keesevillc. 

Charles,  the  second  son,  had  the  advantages 
of  an  education  acquired  at  the  schools  of  Peru 
and  at  Keeseville  Academy.  After  his  school 
days  were  over  he  entered  into  the  lumber 
business  with   his   father,  and   also  engaged  in 
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the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm.  In  Aiiril, 
1827,  he  married  Miss  Mercy  Maconiber, 
daughter  of  John  Macomber,  a  County  Judge 
at  Keeseville.  They  reared  an  interesting 
family  of  eleven  children,  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  Mr.  Charles  Ferriss  died  in 
March,  1874;  his  wife,  Mercy  Macomber  Fer- 
riss,  in  I\Iay,    18S5. 

Adeline  M.,  their  eldest  daughter,  was  a 
student  of  the  celebrated  sculptor,  Hiram 
Powers,  in  Florence,  Italy.  She  has  become 
a  well-known  painter  and  sculptor.  The  old 
I'erriss  homestead  is  adorned  with  choice 
specimens  of  her  skill  in  the  shape  of  bas- 
reliefs.  Among  them  are  excellent  likenesses 
of  her  father  and  her  mother.  She  is  also 
a  poet  of  high  order.  She  married  Belden 
Noble;  and  they  reside  in  Washington,  D. C. 
Mary  J.,  the  second  daughter,  married  Judge 
William  Stearns,  of  O.xford,  Miss.  ;  their 
home  is  now  in  California.  John,  the  oldest 
son,  married  Maria  Fletcher,  a  girl  of  brilliant 
education.  For  some  years  he  was  in  the  iron 
business  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Belden  Noble.  Eliza  B. ,  the  third  daughter, 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 

Emily  Elizabeth,  the  fourth  daughter, 
attended  the  Keeseville  Academy  in  early 
girlhood,  and  completed  her  education  at 
Packer  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  She  is 
well-known  in  the  literary  world.  Her  popu- 
lar novel,  entitled  "Her  Brother  Donnard," 
was  published  by  the  Lippincotts  in  1890. 
This  work,  which  called  forth  favorable  com- 
ment from  critics,  met  with  such  appreciation 
that  in     1891    a    second    edition    was    issued. 


The  Chicago /:i'i7////_<^'- y'(<.iV,  in  speaking  of  the 
novel,  says:  "The  style  is  crisp  and  charm- 
ing, the  characters  skilfully  and  strongly 
drawn,  and  the  action  natural  and  spirited. 
The  story  is  told  plainly  and  without  sensa- 
tionalism, and  is  an  interesting  bit  of  charac- 
ter study.  "  In  1894  the  Lipiiincotts  brought 
out  her  very  popular  volume  entitled,  "  In  the 
Garden,  and  Other  Poems."  While  it  is  im- 
possible in  any  single  selection  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  work,  her  deep  religious  feeling  and 
sympathy  with  the  artist's  thought  are  well 
illustrated  in  the  following  extract  from  her 
poem,  "Austin's  Painting  of  Christ"  : 

"Behold  thi.s  fate  and  thi.s  colo.ssal  image  of  our  Christ. 

Througli  vision.s  holy  ye  will  .seem  to  see 

The  drops  of  blood  wiped  dry  from  hands  and  face. 

The  form  de.scend,  the  rope-bound  hands  untied 

.And  pressing  back  the  gates  of  heaven  for  you." 

Among  her  most  popular  poems  that  have 
appeared  in  magazines  and  newspapers  are : 
"The  Twilight  Hour,"  "In  my  ]3reams," 
and  "A  Voice."  She  is  now  at  work  on  a 
new  novel,  which  she  hopes  to  publish  the  en- 
suing year.  At  the  Authors'  Congress  held 
at  the  Columbian  P^.xposition  she  originated 
and  introduced  the  idea  of  an  Autliors'  Insti- 
tute, which  she  hopes  to  establish  in  Chicago. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Press  Club 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  book,  "A  Woman  of 
the  Century,"  published  by  Charles  Moulton 
in  1 89 1,  contains  her  portrait  and  her  biogra- 
phy. In  girlhood  she  received  a  severe  injury 
to  her  spine,  from  which  she  has  never  re- 
covered.     Her   husband,  Mr.  Herman   Vccdcr, 


1 66 


BIOGKAI'HICAL    REVIEW 


is  highly  intellectual  and  a  scholar.  He  is 
a  mining  engineer  and  assayci',  and  is  largely 
interested  in  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the 
West.  About  ten  years  ago  he  jjrought  helore 
the  public  a  pamphlet  on  "Cometallism, " 
containing  a  plan  for  condiining  gold  and  sil- 
ver in  coinage,  uniting  and  blending  their 
values  in  pajier  money,  and  establishing  a  com- 
posite single  standard  dollar  of  account. 

Charles  H.,  the  second  son,  died  at  his 
father's  home  in  Peru  when  but  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Caroline  M.,  the  fifth  daughter, 
is  the  wife  of  Clinton  Rowell,  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  of  St.  Louis.  He  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  Dartmouth  College,  and  since  i860  has 
been  a  member  of  the  bar.  He  was  a  partner 
of  the  Hon.  Daniel  D.  JMsher,  an  eminent 
Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court;  but  since  1890  he 
has  been  associated  with  his  bi'other-in-law, 
the  Hon.  Franklin  I'^-rriss.  Luther  L. ,  third 
son,  is  engaged  in  tlie  leather  business.  He 
married  Ruth  Lapham,  daughter  of  Senator 
Lapham.  Harriet  J.,  si.xth  daughter,  married 
A.  W.  Macombcr,  of  Pern;  and  they  are  living 
on  tile  l'"erriss  homesteail,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  her  grandfather,  Nathan  h'erriss. 
She  possesses  ability  as  an  artist,  and  many 
of  the  pictures  in  her  home  are  her  own 
work. 

I'ranklin  Ferriss,  fourth  son,  was  graduated 
from  Cornell  L^niversity  in  1873.  He  then 
entered  the  St.  Louis  Law  School  for  a  two 
years'  course,  and  since  1875  has  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
that  city,  during  the  past  fifteen  years  having 
been  a  member  of  the  law   firm   of   l\.owell   & 


Ferriss.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  City  Council  from  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Ward,  and  was  connected  with  the  mu- 
nicipal leform  party.  His  wife,  I'Hizabeth 
Simon,  whom  he  married  in  1880,  is  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Henry  T.  Simon,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  She  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
amateur  pianists  in  that  city.  Mr.  Ferriss 
is  a  member  of  the  Mercantile  and  Noonday 
Clubs.  They  reside  in  Cabanne  Place,  a 
suburb  of  St.   Louis. 

Fllen  ]{vangeline,  seventh  daughter,  mar- 
ried lulwin  La])ham,  a  son  of  Senator  Lai:)ham. 
She  and  her  son,  Malcom,  were  killed  in  the 
Rock    Island     disaster,     November    lo,     1893. 


A\II)     SHERWOOD     KELLOGG, 

J.  I  M.l).,  a  physician  of  Plattsburg, 
Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  at 
Esse.x,  Chittenden  County,  \'t.,  October  21, 
1847.  He  is  of  good  stock  on  both  sides  of 
the  family,  the  first  ancestor  on  the  paternal 
side  of  whom  he  has  accurate  knowledge  being 
Samuel  Kellogg,  of  Hatfield,  Mass.,  born 
before  1642.  Samuel  Kellogg's  first  wife, 
to  whom  he  was  united  November  24,  1664, 
was  Sarah  Gunn,  daughter  of  Robert  Day; 
and  they  had  four  children.  The  town  records 
briefly  state  that  she  w-as  killed  by  the  Indians 
in  1677.  Their  first  child  was  born  in  Had- 
ley,  Mass.,  and  the  others  in  Hatfield,  Mass. 
On  March  20,  1679,  he  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Root,  of  Westfield,  Mass.  ;  and 
the  three  children  of  this  union  were  all  born 
in  Hatfield. 
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Nathaniel  Kellogg,  who  is  termed  Ser- 
geant in  the  records,  was  the  second  child  of 
the  first  marriage,  his  birth  occurring  in 
Hatfield,  June  4,  1671.  He,  also,  had  two 
wives.  The  first,  Margaret,  bore  him  eight 
children.  His  second  wife  was  Priscilla 
Williams.  Abner,  the  seventh  child,  was 
born  about  1716,  at  Colchester,  Conn.  He 
married  Lydia  Otis,  June  26,  1740,  and  died 
November  18,  1754,  aged  thirty-eight  years. 
Lydia  Otis  was  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Otis; 
and  his  wife,  Hannah  Thatcher,  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Colonel  John  Thatcher.  Abner  and 
Lydia  (Otis)  Kellogg  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  Da\-id,  tlie  fourth  chiki,  was  born,  it  is 
thought,  about  1745,  at  Colchester,  Conn., 
and  died  March  10,  1S26,  at  l-lsse.x,  \'t.  Li 
1766  he  married  l^linor  Williams,  who  bore 
him  nine  children.  Russell,  the  second-born, 
and  granilfather  of  Dr.  Kellogg,  was  born 
June  I,  1770,  and  died  April  16,  1S45.  He 
married  I-'ebruary  21,  1 79(^,  I'-lizabeth  Alher- 
ton,  and  had  nine  children,  namely:  David  and 
Dolly,  twins;  Lucy;  Hiram;  I'^anny;  Nelson; 
Stephen;  Nancy;  and  l<".liza. 

Nelson,  the  si.xth  child  and  the  father  of 
Dr.  Kellogg,  was  born  December  29,  1805, 
at  Lsse.x,  Vt.  During  the  latter  years  of 
his  life  he  was  afflicted  with  total  deafncs.s, 
and  was  killed  by  the  cars  May  iS,  1880. 
On  December  29,  1S35,  he  married  l'"valina 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  Cajitain  Silas  and  Mary 
(Sherwood)  Lellows,  of  .Sandy  Hill,  Washing- 
ton County,  N.  Y.,  who  traces  her  lineage  hack 
for  more  tiian  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  the 
emigrating  ancestor  being   Dr.    Thomas   Sher- 


wood. Drake,  in  his  "I-'ounders  of  New  Eng- 
land," says  of  him,  that  he  came  to  Boston 
in  1634  in  the  ship  "  ]'"rancis, "  from  Ipswich, 
England,  with  his  wife,  Alice,  daughter  of 
Robert  Sebrooke,  he  being  then  forty-eight 
years  old  and  his  wife  one  )'ear  younger.  It 
is  to  the  memoir  of  Adiel  Sherwood,  D.  D. , 
written  by  his  tkuighter,  Julia  L.  .Sherwood, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  further  information. 
In  a  letter  to  his  son,  George  Heriot  Sher- 
wood, Dr.  Adiel  sa3's :  "Sherwood  Forest  in 
England  belonged  to  the  family,  and  in  1820 
was  sold  for  an  immense  sum  to  tlie  Duke  of 
Wellington.  A  township  organized  around 
the  forest  bears  the  name  of  Sherwood." 

Adiel  Sherwood,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Dr.  Kellogg,  was  born  December  25,  1749,  at 
Washington,  Conn.,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  years  married  .Sarah,  daughter  of  Tarrock 
Sherwood,  of  Newtown,  Conn.,  she  being  a 
second  cousin.  In  1775  Adiel  entered  the 
Revolutionary  army  with  a  Lieutenant's  com- 
mission, and  sul)se(|uenlly  became  Captain. 
The  following  year  he  was  stationed  at  l''ort 
Ticonderoga.  In  1777  he  had  charge  of  l'"ort 
Ann.  He  was  at  \'alle)-  l'"orge  and  at  the 
ixittle  of  Monmouth.  In  1783  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Ceneral  Assembly  of  New  ^'oik. 

David  S.  Kellogg  was  graduated  from  the 
Esse.x  Academy,  and  later  from  liie  I'niveisity 
of  \'ermont,  from  which  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  A.  li.  in  1870,  the  degree  f)f  M.I),  in 
1873,  and  of  A.M.  in  1884.  While  ])ursuing 
his  college  course,  he  taught  sclmol  fur  three 
winters  at  Panton,  Addison  County,  \'t.  In 
the  fall  of    1870  he  accepted   the  principalship 
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of  the  school  now  known  as  Hrigham  Acad- 
emy, at  BakersCicld,  Vt. ,  leaving  there  two 
years  later  to  take  charge  of  the  high  school  at 
Westerly,  R.I.  During  the  year  following  his 
graduation  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  he  was  House  Surgeon 
at  the  Hartford  Ilo.spital  at  Hartford,  Conn. 

On  April  ",  1S74,  Dr.  Kellogg  came  to 
Plattsburg  and  laid  the  foundation  for  a  suc- 
cessful practice,  his  present  office  being  the 
same  in  which  he  received  his  first  Plattsburg 
patient  twenty-two  years  ago.  He  has  served 
as  Health  OfTicer  of  this  village,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  IC.xaminers 
since  1883.  The  Doctor  is  also  active  in 
several  organizations,  belonging  to  the  college 
fraternity  of  Sigma  Phi ;  to  the  Clinton  County 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  and  is  now  Secretary; 
to  the  Northern  New  York  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  is  a  charter  member;  and  to 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Kellogg  is  interested  in  several  literary 
and  scientific  societies,  belonging  to  the 
Prince  Society  of  Boston,  for  the  jjublication 
of  rare  manuscripts  and  folios  now  out  of  print, 
and  being  a  corresponding  member  of  the  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society, 
of  Boston,  and  also  a  member  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  -Science. 
He  is,  likewise,  one  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  State  Normal  School,  and  is  President  of 
the  Plattsburg  Institute.  On  September  22, 
1894,  on  the  occasion  of  the  un\eiling  of  a 
monument  erected  by  the  Plattsburg  Institute 
in    commemoration    of    the  battle    of    Culver 


Hill,  Dr.  Kellogg,  as  President,  ftiade  the 
opening  address,  being  followed  by  such  emi- 
nent speakers  as  the  Hon.  G.  G.  Benedict,  of 
Burlington,  General  Peck,  Judge  Shedden, 
Professor  E.  N.  Jones,  and  others.  The  Doc- 
tor takes  a  justifiable  pride  in  his  library  of 
one  thou-sand  volumes,  some  of  them  being  rare 
and  costly,  and  to  which  he  is  constantly  mak- 
ing valuable  additions. 

In  the  intervals  of  his  busy  professional 
life  Dr.  Kellogg  has  found  time  to  devote  to 
archaeology,  of  which  he  is  an  enthusiastic 
student,  and,  with  others,  has  already  formed 
a  collection  of  about  eighteen  thousand  stone 
implements  and  weapons  of  various  kinds 
found  in  the  Champlain  valley,  and  nearly  one 
thousand  articles  of  pottery,  besides  pipes, 
bone,  and  copper  implements.  He  has  also  an 
interesting  collection  of  British  flint-locks, 
cannon  balls,  and  belt  buckles  —  relics  of  the 
War  of  1S12  —  and,  in  co-operation  with  other 
gentlemen  of  Plattsburg,  is  working  hard  co 
enlarge  his  collection,  hoping  soon  to  estab- 
lish a  museum  here  to  jierpetuate  and  encour- 
age this  line  of  study.  By  virtue  of  his  ile- 
scent  from  Captain  Sherwood  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution. 

Dr.  Kellogg  married  Elizabeth  Stafford, 
daughter  of  Douglas  and  Rebekah  W.  V. 
Smith,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  September  22,  1875, 
in  Burlington,  \'t.  He  has  five  children, 
as  follows:  Robert  Douglas,  born  January  31, 
1879;  Nelson,  born  March  6,  1881  ;  Elizabeth, 
born  October  26,  1883;  David  Sherwood,  born 
September  i,  1888;  and  Francis  P'ellows, 
born  Sejitember  6,   1S94. 
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IRVING  MERRILL,  who,- in  company  with 
his  brotlicr,  Francis  W. ,  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  in  District  No.  3,  town 
of  Elba,  was  born  in  Keene,  Essex  County, 
N.  Y. ,  February  2,  1846,  son  of  Shubael  P. 
and  Diana  (Estes)  Merrill.  Mr.  Merrill's 
grandparents,  James  and  Rhoda  (Lamb)  Mer- 
rill, who  were  natives  of  Vermont,  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  Keene  prior  to  the  year  1840, 
and  resided  there  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chiklren,  as  fol- 
lows: James,  Jr.;  Rhoda  Ann;  Shubael  1'.  ; 
William;  Julius  C.  ;  .Sylvia;  L.  A.  Merrill; 
l-'rank ;  Alfred;  and  Washington  Irving,  who 
died  in  infancy.  Of  the  above-named  chil- 
dren two  arc  living — William,  who  resides  in 
Schro(jn  ;  and  Julius  C,  who  is  a  resident  of 
the  State  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Merrill's  grand- 
parents lived  U>  reach  an  advanced  age. 

Shubael  P.  Merrill,  father  of  Irving,  was 
born  in  \'ermont  in  1822.  He  accomjianicd 
his  parents  to  l^sse.x  County,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agriculture  as  an  occujiation,  and  passed 
a  greater  jxirt  of  his  life  in  Keene.  Me  was 
a  good,  ]iractical  farmer  and  a  worthy,  patri- 
otic citizen,  serving  during  the  Civil  War  as 
a  private  in  the  One  Ilundied  and  Eighti'ciith 
Regiment,  New  \'ork  X'olunteer  Infantry. 
He  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife, 
Diana  listes,  who  was  a  native  of  Keene, 
became  the  mother  of  four  children,  of  whom 
Irving,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  only 
one  now  living.  She  died  in  the  prime  of 
life;  and  Shubael  P.  Merrill  married  for  his 
second  wife  F'anny  Hull,  of  .Saranac.  Py 
this  union  there  were  two  children  — Joseph  A. 


and  P'rancis  W. ,  both  of  whom  are  prosperous 
farmers  of  North  Elba.  Their  mother  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  After  marrying 
for  the  third  time  Mr.  Merrill  died  in  1884. 

Irving  Merrill  passed  his  boyho(jd  and 
youth  in  assisting  his  father  upon  the  faini, 
in  the  meantime  picking  up  a  fair  amount  of 
education  in  the  district  schools.  In  1869  he 
bought  his  present  farm,  which  originall}-  con- 
tained one  hundred  and  si.xty  acres  of  jiartialU' 
iminoved  land,  the  purchase  being  made 
mostly  upon  credit.  He  has  since  sold  some 
fift}'-five  acres,  and  the  remainder  cjf  the  prop- 
erty is  owned  jointly,  as  above  indicated,  b)- 
Irving  and  his  brother,  l'"rancis  W.  Mcirill. 
They  have  brought  the  farm  into  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  having  fine  commodious  barns 
and  other  out-buildings ;  and  their  substantial 
residence  was  erected  by  them  in  18S8.  As 
enterprising  and  jirogressive  farmers  the  Mer- 
rill brothers  are  widely  knowMi,  and  enjoy 
a  high  and  well-deserved  reputation.  They 
keep  some  finely  !)red  cattle  and  several  good 
horses,  and  by  careful  management  and  the 
quick  adoption  of  the  most  a]i]iroved  modern 
methods  of  agriiuUural  development  realize  a 
satisfactory  return  for  their  labors.  P'rancis 
W.  Merrill  niariied  luniice  Hayes,  of  North 
P>lba,  and  has  two  children;  and  his  brother, 
Joseph  Merrill,  who  is  also  married,  has  three 
children. 


lAlA'IN        HROADWi:i.l,.      proprietor 
]f       and  manager  of  the  hotel  at  Cherubusco 
in   the   town   of   Clinton,    N.Y.,    was 
born    in    Morrisonville,     Clinttm      County,     in 
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the  year  1834,  son  of  George  and  Katie 
(Sanfortl)  Broadwell.  His  grantlfathcr,  Will- 
iam liroadwell,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
came  to  Morrisonville,  N.Y. ,  when  that  place 
was  but  thinly  settled,  and  took  ui)  the  occu- 
])ation  of  a  farmer.  He  and  his  wife,  their 
three  sons  and  only  daughter,  have  all  jiassed 
away. 

George  liroadwell,  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  in  1S05,  accompanied  his  parents  to  Clin- 
ton County,  and  here  found  em[)loyment  in  the 
saw-mills  then  in  ojieration  in  this  section. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Katie  San- 
ford,  was  born  in  Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  where 
their  marriage  took  place  in  1S30.  Three 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  namely: 
Horace  IJroadwell,  a  prosperous  farmer  in 
Green  Bay,  Wis.  ;  Malconi  l?roadwell,  who 
died  unmarried  in  1880;  and  Calvin.  Their 
father  died  in  (ireen  ]5ay.  Wis.,  in  1880; 
their  mother  nine  years  later,  in  1889,  at 
eighty-two  years  of  age. 

Calvin  Broadwell  started  out  in  life  with 
but  meagre  educational  advantages.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  After  engaging  for  a  time 
in  farming  and  teaming  in  Morrisonville  he 
removed  to  Ellenburg  Centre,  and  two  years 
later  settled  at  Ellenburg  Depot,  whence  he 
came  to  Cherubusco  in  May,  1891.  At  first 
he  rented  the  hotel  for  a  year,  but  at  the  ex- 
l)iration  of  his  lease  he  jjurchased  the  i)roperty, 
which  he  has  since  greatly  improved  in 
appearance  and  comfort.  He  also  keeps  a 
livery  of  four  horses,  and  all  together  conducts 
a   profitable   business.       About  ten   years    ago, 


June  13,  1885,  Mr.  Broadwell  was  stricken 
with  paralysis,  which  rendered  him  speechless 
for  (jver  two  years.  He  has,  however,  gradu- 
ally regained  his  power  of  speech,  and  for  the 
past  few  years  has  been  able  to  attend  to  the 
Tiianagement  of  his  business,  although  his 
right  side  is  still  partially  paralyzed.  About 
ten  years  ago  he  lost  all  that  he  had  laid  by 
in  the  preceding  years;  but  despite  difficulties 
that  would  have  daunted  many  a  brave  man, 
upheld  by  the  sympathy  and  encouragement  of 
his  wife,  he  started  anew,  and  as  a  result  he 
is  now  in  jjrosperous  circumstances. 

On  October  6,  1856,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Caroline  Duston,  of  Morrison- 
ville, a  daughter  of  the  late  Caleb  Duston. 
They  lost  an  infant  daughter  and  have  tliree 
children  living,  namely:  Gilbert  Broadwell, 
of  Plattsburg,  who  is  married  and  has  two 
children ;  lulward  Broadwell,  of  Saranac, 
Clinton  County,  who  also  has  a  wife  and  two 
chilch'en;  and  William  Broadwell,  unmarrietl, 
who  is  successfully  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  at    193    Madison  Street,  Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  Broadwell  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  leading  office-holders 
of  the  town,  having  served  as  Constable 
twenty-two  years.  Deputy  Sheriff  three  years, 
and  K.Ncise  Commissioner  nine  years,  discharg- 
ing his  duties  creditably  and  efficiently. 


LAH:R  J.  BARKER,  who  is  actively 
engaged  in  a  general  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Crown  I'oint,  Esse.x  County,  N.V., 
was  born  on  a  farm  just  south  of  this  village, 
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November  ii,  1S41,  his  fine  residence,  which 
he  erected  in  1877,  being  located  on  one  of 
the  most  sightly  spots  of  the  old  home  farm, 
one-half  of  which  was  willed  to  him  by  his 
father,  John  Barker,  Jr. 

He  comes  from  New  England  stock,  being 
a  grandson  of  John  Barker,  Sr.,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  and  lived  in  that  State 
until  after  his  marriage  with  a  Miss  Barrows. 
Later  in  life  he  removed  to  Chemung,  Broome 
County,  N.Y.,  making  that  his  abiding-place 
until. his  early  death  in  1800,  his  widow  with 
her  four  little  children  then  returning  to  Con- 
necticut. When  she,  too,  passed  from  earth, 
the  children  thus  orphaned  were  given  homes 
in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

John  Barker,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
in  either  Lebanon  or  Mansfield,  and  passed  his 
early  years  within  its  borders.  When  a  youth 
of  fourteen,  he  went  to  Vermcjnt  to  live  with 
his  uncle  Howe,  with  whom  he  worked  for 
some  time  as  a  wagon-maker.  He  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  After  leaving 
his  uncle's,  he  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
culture, coming  to  New  York,  and  finally  lo- 
cating in  this  county,  buying  two  Iiundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  land  at  Crown  Point.  He 
labored  with  persevering  diligence,  bringing 
the  land  to  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation. 
His  first  wife,  formerly  Miss  Wolcott,  of 
Shoreham,  Vt.,  died  in  early  life,  leaving  one 
son,  Edson,  who  was  accidentally  killed  by  the 
kick  of  a  horse,  when  thirty  years  of  age.  1  L' 
married  for  his  second  wife,  in  1824,  Louisa 
Jones,  also  of  Shoreham,  a  daugliterof  William 
and    Sela  (Pyncheon)  Jones.     They   reared   a 


family  of  six  daughters  and  two  sons,  I'llmer 
being  the  youngest  child.  Tlie  father,  who 
was  a  leading  member  of  the  Reimbliean  ele- 
ment of  this  town,  held  many  local  public 
positions,  in  which  he  served   most   faithful  1\-. 

Elmer  J.  Barker  was  early  left  an  orphan, 
his  mother  dying  when  he  was  ele\'en  years 
old,  and  his  father  two  years  later.  From 
that  time  until  nineteen  years  of  age  he  made 
his  home  with  an  older  sister,  remaining  with 
her  until  September,  1861,  when  he  enlisted 
in  defence  of  the  L^nion,  going  to  the  fi'ont  as 
a  private  in  Company  H,  I-'ifth  New  York 
Cavalry,  being  in  service  nearly  four  years. 
For  brave  and  gallant  conduct  he  was  several 
times  promoted,  during  the  first  year  being 
made  Second  Lieutenant,  the  next  year  being 
First  Lieutenant,  and  the  third  year  raised  to 
the  rank  of  Captain  and  Major.  He  com- 
manded his  regiment  in  battle  befoi'e  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  being 
finally  mustered  out  of  service  as  IVLijor,  and 
brevetted  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Though  in 
many  severe  engagements,  he  was  wounded 
but  once,  that  being  at  Creenwich,  Va.,  May 
30,  1 863,  when  he  received  two  grape- shots  in 
his  thigh. 

On  his  return  to  this  town  Colonel  Barker 
began  his  mercantile  career  as  a  clerk  for 
J.  &  T.  Hammond,  who  were  the  successors  of 
their  uncles,  C.  F.  &  John  C.  Hammond,  by 
whom  the  business  had  l)een  established  in 
182S.  I'"or  six  years  Mi'.  Barker  continued  as 
a  clerk,  the  latter  ]iart  of  the  time  l)eing  in 
tJie  employ  of  John  Brydon  &  Co.,  who  had 
bought  out  the  interest  of   his  first   employers. 
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In  1871,  in  company  with  Mr.  VVyman,  he 
bought  out  the  store,  they  continuing  the  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Barker  &  Wyman 
until  1881,  wlien  the  junim-  ]xirtner  withdrew. 
In  1887  a  former  clerl<,  L.  R.  Berry,  was  ad- 
mitted to  tlie  firm,  wdiicli  lias  since  been 
known  as  E.  J.  15arker  &  Co.;  and  the  busi- 
ness has  been  conducted  on  an  extensive  scale, 
the  annual  sales  in  prosperous  times  amount- 
ing to  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  iloUars 
per  annum. 

On  June  rg,  1876,  Mr.  Barker  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Griggs,  a  na- 
tive Bostonian,  being  one  of  three  children 
born  to  John  W.  and  Pauline  (Dike)  Gi'iggs, 
the  latter  a  native  of  X'ermont,  and  the  former 
of  Boston,  wdiere  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  The  other  children  are  George  and 
John  Griggs,  wholesale  grocers  in  St.  Paul, 
I\Iinn.  l<"our  children  have  been  l)t)rn  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barker,  namely:  three  sons,  boys  of 
great  intellectual  ability;  and  a  daughter, 
Mary  Louise,  who  lived  but  eleven  months. 
The  eldest,  John  Hammond,  now  seventeen 
years  old,  is  a  .Sophomore  at  ("oiMiell,  having 
won  his  scholarship  in  that  uniwi'sity  by  a 
com]3etitive  examination;  I^dwin  B.,  fourteen 
years  old,  is  an  excellent  scholar;  antl  Elmer 
luigenc  is  a  bright  little  boy  of  eight  years. 

In  his  jiolitical  affiliations  Mr.  Barker  is 
an  uncompromising  Republican,  active  in  the 
management  of  public  matters,  having  served 
in  the  various  offices  within  the  gift  of  his 
fellow-towMismcn.  Socially,  he  is  a  Master 
Mason  and  a  charter  member  of  the  C.  F. 
Hammond   Post.  No.  533.  Grand    Armv  of  the 


Republic,  of  which  he  has  been  Vice-Presi- 
dent for  several  years,  besiiles  wdiich  he  has 
tilled  the  office  of  Adjutant  on  the  staff  of  the 
Department  Commander. 


ERAPH  E.  WOLCOTT,  President 
of  the  village  of  Keeseville,  his  na- 
tive place,  a  capable  man  of  affaiis 
and  an  esteemed  citizen,  was  born  on  July  10, 
1852,  son  of  John  and  Alice  (Peltier)  W'ol- 
cott. 

Representatives  of  the  Wolcott  family  came 
from  England  in  Colonial  times,  and  settled 
in  Connecticut.  From  that  .State  one  or  more 
members  of  a  later  generation  renn)ved  to  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  wdiere  Abner 
Wolcott,  grandfather  of  Seraph  E.,  was  born 
in  the  village  of  Vercheres.  He  was  a  farmer, 
antl  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  that 
place,  his  death  occurring  at  the  home  of  his 
granilson  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  the  father  of  six  children  —  Andrew, 
Josei)h,  John,    Louise,    Harriet,  and   Emanuel. 

John  Wolcott  was  born  in  \'ercheres, 
P.O.,  wdience  as  a  young  man  lie  came  to  this 
country  and  entered  the  emiiloy  of  .Scribner  & 
Co.  at  Keeseville,  where  lie  learned  the  trade 
of  a  harness-maker.  He  afterward  started  in 
business  on  his  own  account  in  Keeseville, 
and  w'as  thus  actively  engaged  for  a  period  of 
thirty-five  years.  His  death  on  April  7,  18S9, 
closed  a  useful  and  wxdl-spent  life  of  sixt\- 
seven  years.  In  politics  he  was  a  Rejiuldican, 
and  always  cast  his  vote  in  the  interests  of 
that  [larty.      He  was  a  member  of  the  Roman 
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Catholic  church.  His  wife,  Alice  Peltier,  a 
daughter  of  Medare  Peltier,  of  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  bore  him  six  sons,  three  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  John,  who 
died  in  March,  1889;  Seraph  E.;  ant!  Joseph 
A.,  who  studied  medicine  at  McGill  Univer- 
sity at  Montreal.  Soon  after  his  graduation 
Dr.  Wolcotc  located  in  Cambridge,  Mass., 
where  he  has  now  been  successfully  engaged 
in  practice  for  seventeen  years. 

Seraph  E.  Wolcott  com]">leted  his  education 
in  the  Keeseville  Academy;  and  in  1 871,  at 
nineteen  years  of  age,  going  to  Boston,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  as  fireman.  Two  years  later  he  re- 
turned to  Keeseville,  and  learned  harness- 
making  from  his  father,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  the  latter's  death.  The  business 
then  devolved  upon  him,  and  he  has  continued 
to  carry  it  on  with  success  He  was  first  mar- 
ried on  October  7,  1874,  to  Miss  IClla  E. 
Fargo,  of  Shelburnc,  Vt.,  by  whom  he  has  two 
children  —  Oliver  A.  and  IClla  \i.  Oliver  A. 
Wolcott,  a  graduate  of  Keeseville  Academy, 
in  1894  took  a  special  course  in  the  Harvard 
Law  School,  and  is  now  continuing  his  studies 
in  the  law  office  of  Harwood  &  Meaders,  of 
Keeseville.  His  sister,  PMla  E.  Wolcott,  is 
a  student  in  the  Keeseville  Academy.  Left  a 
widower  by  the  death  of  his  first  wife  on  July 
7,  1893,  Mr.  Wolcott  married  on  July  10, 
1895,  Miss  Harriet  McVoy,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  McVoy,  of  Bad  A.\e,  Mich.,  but 
formerly  of  Keeseville. 

Mr.  Wolcott  is  a  Republican  in  i^dilics,  in 
which  he  takes  an  active  interest,  and  is  a  firm 


believer  in  the  somewhat  unpopular  doctrine 
of  allowing  the  office  to  seek  the  man.  In 
18S4  he  was  ap|)ointed  Deputy  Collector  of 
Customs  at  Rouse's  Point,  a  position  which  he 
occupied  for  about  a  year.  -Since  18S6  he  has 
held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace;  and  he 
has  served  his  town  in  various  other  cajiaci- 
ties,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  that  of 
Collector,  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  and  Constable, 
and  continuously  since  1889  that  of  Super- 
visor, in  1893  and  1894  being  Chairman  of 
that  Board,  l-'or  two  years  he  was  a  V'illage 
Trustee,  aiitl  is  now  serving  his  third  succes- 
sive term  as  President.  By  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  he  has  won  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  townsmen;  and  in  every 
office  to  which  they  have  elected  him  he  has 
acquitted  himself  with  creilit  and  honor. 
Like  his  father,  he  is  a  connnunicant  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  St.  John  the  ]?aptist. 


HARLES      WINSLOW       ARTHUR, 

M.D.,  one  of  the  most  active  and 
well-known  medical  practitioners  of 
Plattsburg,  is  a  native  of  Clinton  Comity, 
N.V.,  having  been  born  at  N'alcour,  I'ebruary 
26,  1844.  His  grandfather,  Joshua  Artiiur,  was 
a  native  of  Long  Island,  and  came  to  this  county 
a  hundred  years  ago,  being  one  of  its  early  set- 
tlers. He  bought  a  farm  at  Au  Sable,  and  for 
many  years  thereafter  was  one  of  the  |)n)minenl 
farmers  of  that  locality.  He  reared  a  famil)- 
of  five  sons,  of  whom  Joshua  V^an  liensselaer 
Arthur,  was  the  third  in  oi'der  of  birth. 
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Josluia  V.  Arlhur,  the  Doctor's  father,  ob- 
tained a  limited  education  in  the  district 
school,  which  he  left  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
to  go  as  a  cook  on  a  raft  on  Lake  Champlain. 
After  spending  some  time  thus  employed,  he 
secured  a  situation  as  clerk  in  the  Adirondack 
House  at  Keesevillc,  tlie  hotel  being  then 
under  the  management  of  the  wife  of  Colonel 
I'orsyth,  and  remained  there  until  thirty  years 
of  age.  He  then  established  a  dock  store  and 
hotel  at  \'alcour  Station,  continuing  for  three 
years  in  the  combined  occu])ations  of  merchant 
and  hotel-keeper.  He  finally  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  which  had  passed  from  the 
hands  of  the  family,  and  there  spent  his  de- 
clining years,  dying  at  the  end  of  a  busy 
career,  in  the  same  house  in  which  he  was 
born.  He  married  Elmira,  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel Lake,  of  Au  Sable,  and  they  reared 
seven  children,  namely:  Mira,  who  died  in 
1S67,  married  Dr.  ]•;.  A.  Hutchins,  whose 
mother  was  a  graceful  writer  and  a  contrib- 
utor to  the  leading  magazines  of  that  day; 
Charles  W.  is  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch; 
Lucretia  died  in  1S63,  agctl  sixteen  years; 
George  ]iassed  away  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one:  I'.lla  is  at  iiresent  engaged  as  check 
clerk  in  a  large  bakery  in  .Springfield,  Mass.; 
I'^nima,  who  married  Frank  Derby,  formerly  of 
Au  Sable,  but  now  engaged  in  the  insurance 
business  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  died  in 
Dakota,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years:  and 
Josluia  carried  on  the  home  farm. 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Arthur  was  a  graduate  of 
Keeseville  Academv.  and  began  the  study  of 
medicine   with    Dr.    J.    H.    Cole,  of   Peru,    re- 


maining with  him  three  years.  About  this 
time,  although  but  seventeen  years  old,  he 
taught  school  two  terms  in  Peru  and  Au  .Sable, 
without,  however,  neglecting  his  own  studies. 
He  subsequently  attended  lectures  at  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  LIniversity  of  Vermont 
for  three  terms,  although  but  two  are  required. 
Commencing  the  practice  oi  his  profession  at 
Bombay,  Franklin  County,  N.Y.,  Dr.  Arthur 
remained  there  three  years,  going  thence  to 
Reading,  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  he 
carried  on  a  successful  practice  for  six  years. 
Taken  down  with  malaria,  he  was  forced  to 
abandon  his  profession  for  a  while,  and  re- 
turned to  his  home  at  Au  .Sable  for  recupera- 
tion. At  the  end  of  six  months,  having  some- 
what recovered  his  health,  he  established 
himself  in  Saranac,  and  during  the  six  years  he 
labored  there  had  a  wide  and  lucrative  patron- 
age. In  1S79  the  Doctor  located  at  Lyon 
Mountain,  from  whence  at  the  end  of  a  suc- 
cessful practice  of  twelve  years  he  came  to 
Plattsburg,  opening  an  office  at  the  corner  of 
Oak  and  Couch  Streets,  where  he  has  since 
continued. 

Although  often  overworked  and  weighted 
by  his  many  jM-ofessional  duties,  he  always 
finds  time  to  receive  his  visitors  courteously, 
and  extends  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  caller, 
be  the  visit  professional  or  otherwise.  So- 
cially, Dr.  Arthur  is  an  influential  member  of 
the  Clinton  County  Meilical  Society,  of  which 
he  has  been  President,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Northern  New  York  Medical  Association  and 
to  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  being 
a  permanent   member  of  the   latter  organiza- 
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ORRIN     HARRIS. 
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tioii.  He  is  likewise  a  Mas(jn,  belonging  to 
Clinton  Lodge,  No.  155,  A.  1'.  &  A.  M.  In 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  ])arty. 
The  marriage  of  Dr.  Arthur  with  Lottie  A., 
(laughter  of  Truman  Hart,  of  Reading,  Mich., 
took  place  in  1872,  and  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  five  eiiildren:  namely,  Susie  C, 
Truman  S.,  Grace,  Chester,  and  Harvey, 
lioth  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  are  devout  mem- 
bers of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  and  are 
active  in  charitable  works. 


RRIN  HARRIS,  proprietor  and  per- 
sonal manager  of  a  jiopular  summer 
hotel  at  Paradox,  in  the  town  of 
Schroon,  Esse.x  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  also 
extensively  engaged  in  farming,  was  born  in 
Hague,  Warren  County,  October  15,  1830. 
He  is  of  Welsh  descent,  being  of  the  eighth 
generation  from  the  immigrant  ancestor,  who, 
with  two  brothers,  came  to  New  York,  and 
settled  in  Dutchess  County.  The  grandfather 
and  great-grandfather  of  Urrin,  both  named 
Moses  Harris,  removed  from  Dutchess  County 
to  Harrisinia,  in  tiie  town  of  Oueensbury, 
Warren  County,  being  among  the  first  settlers 
in  that  locality.  They  cleared  and  improved 
good  farms,  being  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances; and  there  in  1786  Orrin's  father, 
Charles  Harris,  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  of  this  world. 

Charles  Harris  was  a  lumber  dealer  and 
farmer,  carrying  on  a  good  business  at  Sandy 
Hill,  residing  on  his  farm  until  his  death,  at 
the    advanced    age    of    seventy-nine  years,    he 


and  his  wife,  who  was  four  years  younger, 
dying  within  two  weeks  of  e<ich  other.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wite  was  Sally  I'hette- 
place.  .She  was  a  daughter  of  Jcjhn  I'hette- 
place,  a  ship  cariK'nter,  who  removed  from 
Rhotle  Island  to  Warren  County,  New  York. 
Ten  children  were  born  of  their  uniim,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  Orrin,  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  biograjihical 
sketch,  being  Jiow  the  sole  survivor  of  the 
family.  The  record  of  the  others  is  as  fol- 
lows: John  rhettei)lace  Harris  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine  years;  Charles  Harris,  Jr.,  a 
farmer  at  Sandy  Hill,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years;  Stephen,  a  lumberman,  died  in 
Utica,  aged  seventy-five  years ;  Rhoda,  who 
married  Tully  C.  Paige,  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-six,  leaving  two  daughters;  .Samuel  P.,  a 
lumberman,  died  at  Schroon,  aged  twenty-six 
years;  Refine  died  at  twenty-six  years,  at 
Sandy  Hill;  Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Tefft,  of 
-Sandy  Hill,  dieil  in  middle  life;  and  .Sarah 
M.,  died  in  1888. 

Orrin  Harris  remained  a  member  of  the 
parental  househoUl  until  his  marriage.  This 
event  took  [ilace  on  March  2,  1853,  his  bride 
being  Sarah  Ann  .Smith,  one  of  a  family  of  five 
children  born  to  Pixley  and  Dorcas  (Johnson) 
Smith,  of  Hague.  The  succeeding  four  years 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  lived  at  Sandy  Hill,  com- 
ing to  Schroon  in  1857,  when  he  liought  thir- 
teen hundred  acres  of  lantl,  including  I'3rami(l 
Lake,  to  this  purchase  subsec|uently  adiling 
five  hundred  acres.  In  i8''>i  he  built  a  sub- 
stantial residence,  in  which  he  has  since 
lived,  carrying  on  a   very  large  and   profitable 
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Inisincss  in  farniiiii;'  and  lunihcrini;".  In  1S79 
Mr.  Harris,  rccognizini^  that  on  the  bani<s  of 
I'yramici  Lake  was  an  ideal  location  for  a  sum- 
mer resort,  erected  a  hotel,  which,  with  the 
additions  since  made,  is  si.xty-two  feet  by 
eighty-two  feet,  three  stories  in  height,  with 
most  pleasant  accommodations  for  guests,  who 
each  year  Hock  here  from  the  city,  the  house 
having  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  place  for 
rest,  recuperation,  and  recreation.  In  1S75  he 
stocked  the  lake  with  black  bass,  and  has  since 
put  in  fifty  thousand  speckled  and  brook  trout. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  have  six  children  liv- 
ing, one  son  having  died  in  infancy.  Albert 
J.  Harris,  residing  with  his  parents,  has  a 
wife  and  two  tlaughters:  Charles  Frederick, 
manager  of  the  Wheeler  House,  also  has  a 
wife  and  two  daughters;  William,  on  the  home 
farm,  has  a  wife  and  one  son;  Orrin,  Jr.,  oc- 
cupies one  of  the  farm  houses;  the  other  sons 
are  Samuel  M.  and  Ir\'ing  1'.  Mr.  Harris 
was  formerly  a  Democrat,  but  in  1856  cast  his 
vote  for  John  C.  I'remont,  antl  since  that  time 
has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican 
ranks,  having  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Assessor,  anil  Auditor.  He  is  not  identified 
with  any  religious  organization,  but  is  broad 
and  liberal  in  his  views,  anil  a  generous 
contributor     toward     the     support     of     gospel 

preaching. 

« w » » > 

f^JKORGK  W.  CARPICNTKR,  the  cour- 
\f^J_  teous  and  capable  proprietor  of  the 
Centre  House  at  I'^Uenburg  Centre,  which 
he  conducts  in  a  manner  highly  jjleasing  to 
his  patrons,  was  born  in  this  town  on  July  3, 


1855,  and    is  a  son  of  Cutler  C.  and    Adeline 
(.Sevey)  Carpenter. 

ICllenburg  has  been  the  home  of  five  genera- 
tions of  this  branch  of  the  Carpenter  family. 
Israel  R.  Carpenter,  the  grandfather  of  George 
W.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Ira,  Rutland 
County,  Vt.,  in  1798.  In  1821,  while  yet  a 
young  man  and  unmarried,  he  came  to  this 
place  and  took  Uji  fifty  acres  of  wild  land,  now 
the  A.  T.  Coomes  farm.  Within  a  year  he 
went  back  to  Vermont,  and  thence  returned  to 
Ellenburg  with  his  bride,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Nancy  Cutler.  In  1837,  in  company  with 
his  brother  Edward,  he  erected  the  first  saw- 
mill in  this  part  of  Clinton  County.  A  num- 
ber of  years  later  they  sold  this  property;  and 
a  grist-mill  was  built  on  the  site  by  one 
Murray,  a  large  land-owner.  The  Carpenter 
brothers  then  erected  another  water-power 
saw  mill  a  half-mile  down  the  river,  and  Israel 
C.  Carpenter  worked  there  as  late  as  1845. 
He  then  sold  the  site  for  a  starch  factory,  and 
built  still  farther  down  the  river  another  saw- 
mill, that  is  still  owned  and  operated  by  the 
family,  and  in  which  four  generations  of  the 
family  have  worked.  Israel  R.  Carpenter  died 
here  in  March,  1882,  at  eighty-four  years  of 
age.  His  widow  survived  him,  living  until 
1S95,  and  attaining  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years.  They  reared  a  family  of  six  children, 
as  follows:  Cutler  C. ;  Lyman  (j.;  lUisha  R., 
in  Rock  Rapids,  la.;  I'^liza  R.  Carpenter,  re- 
siding in  ICllenburg;  Julia  .'\.,  the  wife  of  R. 
llutchins;  and  Marcus  R.,  who  lives  on  the 
old  farm,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  agricultu- 
rists of  this  town. 
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Culler  C.  Carpentci'  was  born  in  the  village 
Qf  Mllenburg  Centre,  July  27,  1824.  During 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  has  engaged  in 
the  saw-mill  business,  but  he  also  carried  on 
farming  for  a  number  of  years  on  a  portion  of 
the  old  farm.  His  wife,  Adeline  Sevey, 
whom  he  married  in  1844,  was  born  in  this 
town  in  1826,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
Sevey.  Five  chiltlren  were  born  of  their 
union,  as  follows:  Amelia  F.,  the  wife  of 
W.  G.  Tolhurst,  of  Detroit,  Mich.;  Alice  F., 
who  died  at  eighteen  years  of  age;  George  W.  ; 
Monroe  S.,  now  successfully  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Chatcaugay,  N.Y.  ; 
and  Charles  Lincoln,  a  compositor  in  Man- 
chester, N.H.  The  parents  are  living  here  at 
Ellenburg  Centre. 

George  W.  Carpenter  received  a  common- 
school  education;  and  when  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  became  a  salesman  in  the  store  of 
H.  F.  Knapp  at  Mooers,  N.Y.,  remaining 
there  for  four  years.  In  1880  he  purchased 
the  Centre  House,  which  he  has  conducted 
with  success  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  This 
hotel  is  the  oldest  frame  building  now  stand- 
ing in  the  town.  It  was  erected  for  Elias 
Beaman  by  Mr.  Carpenter's  gramlfather,  and 
was  first  used  as  a  grocery  store. 

On  January  17,  1877,  at  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  Mr.  Carpenter  married  Miss  Clara 
Bosworth,  daughter  of  John  and  Chloe  (Lewis) 
Hosworth  and  a  grand-daughter  of  Miner 
Lewis,  who  came  from  Vermont,  and  settled 
in  Mooers  in  the  early  days  of  that  town. 
Mr.  Jc)hn  I5osworth  was  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Mooers,    where  he  died   in   August,    1876,  at 


fifty-nine  years  of  age,  leaving  a  wife  and  six 
children.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Chloe  L.  Bos- 
worth, who  is  now  in  her  seventy-eighth  year, 
and  is  remarkably  active,  both  physically  and 
mentally,  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Car[)en- 
ter.  Two  sons  and  a  daughter  live  to  bless 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter,  namel)-: 
Cora  Belle,  a  young  lady  of  eighteen  }'ears, 
who  is  attending  school  and  pursuing  the 
study  of  music,  possessing  a  fine  soprano 
voice;  William  B.,  fourteen  years  of  age; 
and  Frederick,  eleven  years  old.  The  chil- 
dren inherit  their  musical  talent  from  Mr. 
Carjienter,  who  has  been  a  leader  in  the  Epis- 
copal choir  for  fifteen  years. 


■^AMES  N.  STOWER,  iion  manufacturer 
and  metallurgist,  general  manager  of 
the  Chatcaugay  Ore  and  Iron  Company 
and  of  the  Hudson  River  Ore  antl  Iron  Company. 
Residence  and  post-office,  IMattsburg,  N.\'. 

Mr.  Stower  is  the  son  of  Miciiael  H.  .Stower 
and  Laura  Mott  Ivsmontl,  antl  was  born  at 
Essex,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  June  23,  1844. 
His  early  eilucation,  like  that  of  many  other 
]3ractical  business  men  of  our  day,  was  of  an 
unpretentious  character,  and  was  acciuired  in 
the  common  school  and  the  business  college. 
In  early  manhood  he  entered  a  far  more  impor- 
tant school,  that  of  practical  industrial  pur- 
suits. His  subse(|uent  success  in  the  develop- 
ment and  expansion  of  tiie  iron  business  in 
Northern  New  York  sufficiently  indicates  the 
extent  oi  his  educational  ec|uipment  (nv  the 
work  to  which  he  was  called. 
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After  various  commercial  occii]iatic)ns  Mr. 
Stowcr  in  1.S64  entered  into  tiie  iron  business 
with  liis  l)rotlier,  William  II.  .Slower,  at 
Lewis,  ICsse.N  County,  N.Y.  In  1873  he  pur- 
chased from  l^elden  Noble  the  forge  at  Wills- 
boro,  in  that  coluUv,  including  three  thousand 
acres  of  timber  land,  from  which  si.x  Innnlred 
thousand  bushels  of  charcoal  were  made  and 
consumed  in  the  forge  annually  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bloom  iron  for  boilei'  plate.  Li 
1877  Mr.  Stower  was  employed  by  the  Crown 
Point  Iron  Company,  Esse.\  County,  New 
York,  as  superintendent  of  their  forge  depart- 
ment. 

In  1.S85  he  was  elected  general  manager  of 
the  Hudson  River  Ore  and  Iron  Company  at 
Burden,  N.  ^^  — capital  one  million  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  —  a  position  which  he 
still  retains,  in  addition  to  that  of  general 
manager  of  the  Chateaugay  Ore  and  Iron  Com- 
pany above  mentioned.  This  latter  has  a 
like  capital  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars, 
and  owns  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  acres 
in  the  Adirondacks.  Its  railroad  and  mining 
plant  is  of  immense  value;  while  its  output  for 
buildings,  workmens'  quarters,  and  plant  runs 
up  into  the  millions.  To  know  every  impor- 
tant detail  of  two  such  enormous  industries, 
and  to  be  ecpiipped  for  administering  their 
affairs  as  does  Mr.  Stower,  with  the  ease  and 
familiarity  born  of  long  practice  and  c.\peri- 
ence,  would  seem  to  be  more  than  one  man's 
work.  Hut  work  is  the  one  thing  for  which 
he  exhibits  a  genuine  passion. 

Mr.  .Stower's  grandfather,  Thomas  Stower, 
was   born    March    10,    1767,  and   by   his   wife. 


Lois  Moffnagle,  had  fourteen  children,  among 
them  Michael,  born  in  W'illsborcj  on  Lake 
Champlain,  September  26,  1807,  who  was  the 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  This 
Thomas  Stower,  the  grandfather,  w^as  Sheriff 
of  Esse.x  County,  New  \'ork,  in  1799  and  a 
member  of  the  New  York  State  Assembly  in 
1S03.  He  subsequently  held  the  office  of 
County  Clerk  of  Esse.x  County  from  1S15  to 
1821,  and  died  January  30,  1858,  at  an  ex- 
tremely advanced  age.  Michael  Stower,  the 
father,  was  a  business  associate  of  the  well- 
known  William  D.  Ross,  a  descendant  of 
Gilliland,  the  pioneer  patentee  of  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  two  counties  of  Essex  and 
Clinton. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  James  N.  Stower, 
was  Commissioner  of  Loans  in  Essex  County, 
New  York,  for  ten  year.s,  1873-83.  Lie  is 
a  Presbyterian,  a  Mason,  and  interested  in 
the  progress  of  Christian  work.  In  political 
afifiliations  he  is  a  Republican.  He  was  mar- 
ried November  7,  1872,  to  Miss  I'Llizabeth  S. 
Eairchild,  of  Willsboro,  Essex  County,  N.Y. 
I'"ive  children  are  the  issue  of  this  marriage, 
three  sons  and  two  daughters. 


VAVlI'I-I-'^^I  M.  FULLER,  a  merchant 
at  Crown  Point  Centre,  is  a  native 
citizen,  having  first  di'awii  the  breath  of  life  on 
the  morning  of  September  2,  1848,  in  this 
little  village.  Ilis  father,  William  Fuller, 
was  born  in  Stowe,  \'t. ,  October  15,  i8n,  and 
died  at  Crown  Point,  December  2,  1895,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
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Cornelius  Fuller,  father  of  the  elder  Will- 
iam, was  born  in  1786,  being  a  son  of  Con- 
sider and  Mary  Fuller,  and  one  of  a  family  of 
four  children — Cornelius,  Alfred,  Josiah,  and 
Mary.  He  married  Eunice  Tinkham,  who 
was  horn  in  17R3;  and  in  iSiS  they  removed 
to  Crown  Point  and  established  their  home  on 
a  farm  about  seven  miles  west  of  the  village, 
the  jilace  being  now  known  as  the  Cummings 
farm.  He  was  here  engaged  in  agriculture 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1830. 
About  twenty  years  afterward  his  widow,  Mrs. 
lumice  T.  Fuller,  became  the  wife  of  Allen 
Breed,  dying  two  years  later.  Cornelius  and 
lumice  T.  Fuller  had  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom,  excepting  their  first-born, 
grew  to  adult  life;  namely,  Sophronia,  Will- 
iam, Louisa,  Sarah,  Cornelius,  Sophronia 
(second),  Harriet,  Eunice,  and  George  W. 
The  latter  was  a  tanner,  and  when  a  young 
man  went  South,  where  he  married.  He  was 
drafted  into  the  Confederate  army,  and  was 
killed  in  battle  in  front  of  Richmond.  His 
widow  and  one  s(jn,  George  W.,  still  live  at 
Charlottesville,  Va. 

William  Fuller,  the  father  of  William  M., 
was  reared  in  this  vicinity,  where  he  early 
became  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  agricult- 
ure. His  physical  strength  being  insufficient, 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  farm  work,  and  took  up 
teaching,  which  he  followed  for  several  years. 
Not  content  with  this  life,  he  at  length  en- 
gaged himself  in  mercantile  business  at  Lake 
Champlain  ;  and  in  1847  he  purchased  a  place' 
in  Crown  IViint  Centre  and  opened  a  small 
store.      This  was  not  a   success,    however;    so 


he  founded  a  union  store  in  1852  with  about 
two  hundred  members,  which  was  named 
Division  210,  the  shares  selling  for  three 
dollars  each.  He  managed  the  business  for 
twenty-five  years.  Many  of  the  members  hav- 
ing died  during  this  time  and  others  then 
wishing  to  move  out  of  town,  it  was  voteil  to 
close  and  settle  up  the  business.  This  was 
done,  after  paying  all  liabilities,  each  member 
having  a  dividend  of  ninety  dollars.  He  then 
organized  the  Crown  Point  Unit)n,  with  a 
membership  of  fifty,  each  share  being  fifty 
dollars.  The  enterprise  was  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully some  five  years,  when  he  purchasctl 
each  share  for  forty  dollars,  thus  becoming 
sole  proprietor.  In  1S75  the  store  was 
burned;  and  he  built  the  present  two-story 
brick  store,  with  living  apartments  above. 

William  P'uller  w-as  married  first  in  1842, 
to  Jane  Ann  More,  of  .Schroon,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  old  More  homestead  on 
Parado.x  Creek.  Mrs.  Jane  A.  More  Fuller 
was  a  daughter  of  John  More,  who  was  born 
at  Paisley,  Scotland.  She  bore  her  husband 
two  children,  and  tlied  when  William  M.  was 
but  a  week  old.  The  father  subsequently 
married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Dr.  l?radford 
Knapp,  their  union  being  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  one  child,  Jennie,  who  died  in  1862,  aged 
eight  years.  The  second  wife  i)assed  from 
earthly  scenes  in  1S89;  and  William  l^uUer 
afterward  marrietl  her  sister,  Martha  H.  .Smith. 
In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Re[)ublican,  as  is 
his  son,  William  M.  He  held  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
was  long  closely   identified  with   the   interests 
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and     activities    of     the    Methodist    church,   in 
wliich  he  served  as  an  official  nieniber. 

William  M.  I'"idlei'  was  educated  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  at 
l''ort  Edward  Institute,  and  was  reared  to 
mercantile  jjinsuits.  l'"or  a  few  years  lie  was 
employeil  in  a  manutactoi\-  at  I'lattsburg, 
and  also  in  llie  stove  pattern  woiks  at  Troy, 
hut  returned  home  in  1SS9  to  assist  his  father, 
and  is  now  closing  out  the  business,  his  father 
having  owned  the  store  stock  and  the  little 
home.  In  1S70  William  M.  Iniller  was 
united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Helena  K.  Wy- 
nian,  who  is  one  of  eight  chiklren  born  to  Na- 
ham  ami  I'lmily  Wyman.  Mr.  Wyman  was  a 
well-known  resident  of  Crown  Point,  being 
engaged  as  a  miller  antl  farmer  until  his  death 
in  1892.  Mrs.  Wyman  jirecedecl  him  to  the 
other  worUi,  dying  in  1S86. 


fsTrOIIN  III'NRY  MYKRS,  a  native  resi- 
dent of  I'lattsburg,  N.  Y.,  is  President 
of  the  Iron  National  liank  of  this  vil- 
lage anil  a  member  of  the  firm  of  M.  P.  Myers 
&  Co. ,  hai'dware  merchants.  He  was  born  on 
August  15,  1834,  son  of  Lawrence  and  Maria 
D.  Myers.  Mr.  Myers's  paternal  grandfather, 
Joseph  Myers,  whose  father  came  from  Hol- 
land, was  born  in  New  Jersey.  Just  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  Revidutionary 
struggle  he  removetl  to  Herkimer,  Herkimer 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  spent  his  remaining 
days. 

Lawrence  Myers  was  born   during  the   resi- 
dence of  his  parents    in   Herkimer.      In  early 


manhood  he  located  in  Whitehall,  engaging 
in  mercantile  business  with  his  brother,  I'eter 
J.  II,  Myers.  In  1828  he  came  to  I'lattsburg 
antl  opened  a  store  on  the  north-west  corner 
of  Water  and  Bridge  Streets,  putting  in  a  com- 
plete stock  of  general  merchandise.  He  was 
subsequently  engaged  in  the  iron  and  lumber 
business  on  the  .Saranac  River,  also  continuing 
in  trade  until  his  decease  in  1S72,  after  a  bu.sy 
life  of  seventy-three  years.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  was  Maria  D.  Kirtlaud.  She  was 
a  native  of  Granville,  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  anil  Lucy 
(Biu'bank)  Kirtlantl.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Myers  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  two 
of  whom  died  young,  namely;  Peter,  in  in- 
fancy; and  Maggie  when  seven  years  old. 
Seven  grew  to  mature  years  —  Joseph,  Lucy, 
Lawrence,  John  IL,  Michael  P.,  Jared  K., 
and  William  W. 

John  II.  Myers  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  days  of  his  youth,  finishing  his 
studies  at  the  Plattsburg  Academy,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  went  into  a  machine- 
shop  to  learn  the  trade,  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship of  two  and  one-half  years.  He  afterward 
entered  the  iron  works  of  his  father,  which 
were  located  on  the  Saranac  River,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  a  year  was  so  well  qualified  for 
the  business  that  he  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  establishment,  which  he  superintended 
for  twelve  years.  Mr.  Myers  was  elected 
President  of  the  Iron  National  Bank  in  1887, 
and  has  since  given  his  entire  time  to  the 
management  of  this  institution. 

John    H.    Myers    and    Julia    R.  Lane    were 
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married  in  1S56.  Mrs.  Myers  was  boru  in  the 
city  of  Troy,  N.  Y. ,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Matthew  and  Maria  Lane.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Myers  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  but  one  daughter  only  is  now 
living,  Gertrude  R. 

Mr.  Myers  is  a  man  of  recognized  worth  as 
a  citizen,  his  business  ability  being  unques- 
tioned and  his  character  irreproachable.  In 
local  affairs  he  takes  a  genuine  interest,  and 
has  served  with  credit  and  acceptability  in 
various  offices.  He  has  represented  Plattsburg 
on  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Village  Board  of  Education, 
and  has  succeeded  his  father  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Plattsburg  Acad- 
emy. He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Clin- 
ton County  Agricultural  Society,  serving  in 
that  position  five  years.  In  politics  he  has 
always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John  C. 
I'reniont.  He  is  a  man  of  deep  religious  con- 
victions, and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


(^AMES  H.  A.  BOND,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  of  Keeseville,  is  a 
native  of  Orwell,  Vt.,  where  he  was 
born  September  21,  1866,  son  of  the  Rev. 
J.    H.   and   Su.san  C.    (Walker)   Bond. 

His  grandfather,  Andrew  Bond,  was  the 
father  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  namely : 
J.  II.  ;  Luke  \V.,  who  resides  at  Port  Henry; 
and  Mrs.  Moses  Stickncy,  also  a  resident  of 
Port    Henry.      During    the    Civil    War    J.     H. 


Bond  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the  P'ifth  New 
York  Cavalry,  which  was  commanded  by 
Colonel  John  Hammond,  and  with  which  he 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and 
in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  engagements. 
While  in  service  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Quartermaster  Sergeant.  He  is  now  an 
ordained  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  a  member  of  the  Troy  Conference. 
His  first  appointment  as  pastor  was  over  the 
church  at  North  I-'errisburg,  Vt.  ;  and  he  sub- 
sequently had  charge  of  churches  at  Williston, 
Vt. ,  Willsboro  and  Keeseville,  Esse.x  County, 
N.Y.  From  i.S'.Si  to  iSHc,  he  was  Presiding 
Inkier  of  the  Plattsburg  district,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  at  Keeseville,  Benson,  and 
West  Rutland,  Vt. ,  Keeseville  a  second  time, 
and  is  now  serving  the  second  year  of  his  pas- 
torate over  the  church  at  Sandy  Hill,  Washing- 
ton County,  N.Y.  His  wife,  Susan  C. 
Walker,  was  a  native  of  Crown  I'oint,  N.Y. 
She  has  borne  him  eleven  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  now  living  are: 
Ella  G.,  the  wife  of  Alphonso  P.  Bartholo- 
mew, a  farmer  now  residing  in  Lainx-ns,  la.  ; 
George  W. ,  a  successful  jjhysician  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Ticonderoga, 
who  married  Miss  Cora  L.  Severance,  of 
Willsboro,  N.Y.  ;  Cemira  P.,  who  was  mar- 
ried in  1881  to  luios  P.  JSull,  of  Keeseville, 
who  is  at  present  in  the  employ  of  R.  Pres- 
cott  &  Son;  James  H.  A.  ;  Charles  N.,  a  clerk 
and  book-keejier  in  his  brother's  store,  who 
married  Miss  Effie  A.  Sweeney,  of  Keeseville; 
W.  Hayes,  who  is  also  engaged  as  a  clerk  in 
the    store    of    James    II.    A.    Bond;   and    Mary 
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A.,    Alice    S.,    and    (iracc   S.,    who    reside    at 
liome. 

James  II.  A.  Bond  acciuired  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school  of  VVillsboro,  and 
afterward  attended  Kceseville  Academy  and 
I'lattshury  High  School.  In  1S83  he  re- 
ceived the  apiiointment  of  .Assistant  I'ostmas- 
ter  of  Kceseville,  and  retained  that  position 
for  nearly  seven  years,  serxing  under  Postmas- 
ters Stevens  and  McNally.  Then,  in  1.SS9, 
he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Henry  H. 
Thompson,  formerly  of  Malone,  N.  Y.  ;  and 
together  they  conducted  a  general  store  until 
l'"el)ruary,  1895,  at  which  time  Mr.  liond  pur- 
chased his  iiaitnei''s  interest  and  has  since 
carried  on  the  business  alone,  having  by  his 
enterprise,  business  ability,  and  uniform  cour- 
tesy to  his  patrons  built  up  an  extensive  trade. 
On  June  29,  1893,  Mr.  Hontl  was  joined  in 
marriage  with  Miss  V..  1..  Prime,  a  daughter 
of  Ashley  S.  Prime,  of  Upper  Jay,  N.Y. 
Their  home  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth 
of  an  only  .son,  Ashley  Ross.  In  political 
affiliation  Mr.  Bond  is  a  Republican,  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  promoting  the  success  of  his 
party.  lie  is  a  communicant  of  the  Methotlist 
]{|)isco[)al  church,  and  is  serving  on  the  otficial 
jjoard  of  that  society.  In  fraternal  matters 
iMr.  Bond  is  a  member  of  Au  Sable  River 
Lodge,  No.   149,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


LBKRT  A.  SIIATTUCK,  a  thrifty  and 
progressive  citizen   of   Essex   County, 
owning   and    occupying  a   fine   farm 
in  District  No.  5  of  the  town  of  Ticonderoga, 


about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  the  village, 
was  born  April  18,  1829,  in  Pawling,  Dutchess 
County,  N.Y. 

Mr.  .Shattuck's  lather,  whose  name  was 
Arad,  was  bmn  in  Ticonderoga  in  the  year 
1797.  Arad  .Shattuck  was  the  son  of  one  of 
the  original  settlers  of  this  jiart  of  l^ssex 
County,  Gideon  .Shattuck,  who  reared  his 
cabin  in  the  forest,  from  which  he  cleared  a 
farm.  lie  was  a  hunter,  trapper,  and  farmer, 
spending  his  life  on  his  homestead,  which  is 
now  occupied  by  Levi  Covell,  who  married  a 
cousin  of  Mr.  Albert  Shattuck.  The  grand- 
father had  a  famil}'  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
the  two  daughters  tlieil  in  early  life.  The 
sons  were  George,  Chester,  Arad,  Samuel, 
and  Stephen,  all  of  whom  married,  and  with 
the  exception  of  Stephen  lived  to  be  octogena- 
rians. Stejihen  had  four  sons  who  gave  up  their 
lives  for  their  country  during  the  Rebellion. 
His  only  daughter,  Harriet,  Mrs.  Edward 
Davis,  lives   in  Hague,  Warren  County,  N.Y. 

Arad  Shattuck,  having  learned  the  hatter's 
trade  when  a  young  man,  worked  at  it  in 
Dutchess  County,  where  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Estlier  Biill,  who  was  born  there  in 
1809,  their  nuptials  l)eing  celebrated  in  1828. 
He  afterward  engaged  in  farming,  making  that 
his  principal  occupation  imtil  his  decease,  at 
the  home  of  his  son  Albert,  in  1S78.  His 
widow,  a  woman  of  remarkable  mental  vigor 
for  one  of  her  years,  resides  in  this  town. 
She  bore  her  husband  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  chililhood;  and  four  sons  and 
three  daughters  grew  to  maturity,  one  daughter 
and  three  sons  yet  surviving. 
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Albert  A.  Shattuck  early  be^an  to  acquire 
practical  knowledge  of  farm  work,  and  now  re- 
members that  (luring  the  harvest  time  of  1840, 
when  he  was  but  eleven  years  okl,  he  dug  forty 
bushels  of  potatoes  and  put  them  into  the  cart. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  began  life  for 
himself,  working  the  first  year  for  eleven  dol- 
lars a  month,  from  wliich  he  saved  eighty 
dollars.  For  five  years  he  was  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Colonel  Cook,  the  following  two 
years  working  for  the  Colonel's  son,  and  the 
next  two  years  for  a  relative  of  the  Cooks. 
At  the  end  of  ten  years,  having  been  prudent 
and  saving,  Mr.  Shattuck  found  himself  the 
possessor  of  the  snug  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  lie  invested  his  money  in  land,  buy- 
ing two  farms,  for  whicli  he  was  obliged  to  go 
heavily  into  debt.  .Shortly  after,  when  the 
war  broke  out,  and  hard  times  were  i)redicted, 
he  was  much  alarmed,  fearing  that  he  should 
lose  his  entire  property.  lie  labored  dili- 
gently, however,  and  by  careful  management 
and  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  good  wife, 
to  whom  he  gratefully  accords  due  credit,  he 
paid  off  the  entire  mortgage  almost  before  it 
was  due. 

ilis  two  farms  contain  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  excellent  land,  and  are  under  good 
cultivation,  well  stocked,  and  supplied  with 
fruit-trees  of  all  kinds,  among  others  being 
three  hundred  apple-trees,  which  yielil  bounti- 
fully in  their  season.  Mr.  Shattuck  carries 
on  mixed  husbandry,  having  a  dairy  of  thirty- 
two  cows,  and  raising  some  stock,  keeiiing 
from  nine  to  fifteen  horses.  lie  has  fine 
buildings  for  storing   his   grain,  hay,  and   ma- 


chinery and  for  sheltering  his  stock,  and  a 
commodious  dwelling-house,  erected  in  1885, 
situated  in  a  delightful  spot  on  the  edge  of  his 
fine  wood  lot. 

Mr.  Shattuck  was  married  in  i860  to  Cor- 
nelia Doolittle,  w'ho  was  a  native  of  this  town, 
born  in  1S38,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Rox- 
anna  (Marsh)  Doolittle,  her  father  being  a 
farmer.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shattuck,  namely:  Irving,  w^ho  lived 
on  earth  but  two  years;  liva,  who  died  wdien 
but  four  years  old;  Leroy,  a  young  man  of 
great  promise,  who  died  of  pneumonia  in 
1 89 1,  aged  twenty-two  years;  Albert,  a  young 
man  engaged  on  the  home  farm;  Arthur,  a 
graduate  of  the  college  at  Poughkeepsic ;  and 
Zetta,  wife  of  William  Goodspeed,  who  is 
employed  in  the  pa]K-r-miIl  in  the  village. 
Politically,  Mr.  -Shattuck  has  ever  been  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  the  Republican 
party,  and,  religiously,  is  a  conscientious 
Methodist. 


^yON.  LUCIAN  LOVIC  SITKnDF.N, 
of  I'latlsburg,  N.Y.,  County  Judge  of 
("linton  County,  was  born  October 
13,  1849,  in  the  town  of  Mooers,  N.Y.,  which 
was  also  the  place  of  nativil\-  of  his  fatlu-r, 
James  Shei)ard  .Slu-dden,  whose  liirtli  occurred 
in  1806.  On  the  [laternal  side  of  the  liou.se, 
the  Judge  is  of  .Scotch  ancestry,  his  great- 
grandfather, Robert  Shedden,  having  been  a 
lifelong  resident  of  "]5onnie  .Scotland." 

Mis  grandfather,  John  .Shedden,  son  fif 
Robert,  was  born,  reared,  and  educated  in 
Beith,     y\yrshire.       lie    was    baptized    by    the 
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Rev.  John  Withcrspoon,  afterward  President 
of  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey,  who  rep- 
resented that  State  in  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty 
years,  about  the  time  of  the  Irish  Rebellion, 
John  Sheddcn  went  to  Dublin,  Ireland,  intend- 
ing to  embark  in  business;  but,  being  horrified 
by  the  atrocities  committed  during  the  fac- 
tional fights,  he  emigrated  to  America,  land- 
ing in  New  York.  For  a  time  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  cotton  factory  near  that  city, 
going  thence  via  Albany  to  Orwell,  Vt., 
where  he  purchased  a  farm.  While  at  Orwell 
he  married  Polly  Love,  and  shortly  after  re- 
moved to  the  town  of  Mooers,  Clinton  County, 
N.Y.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  land  including  a 
mill  privilege,  he  built  a  grist-mill  and  saw- 
mill, which  he  carried  on  in  conjunction  with 
farming,  residing  there  until  his  decease  in 
1850.  His  wife,  Polly,  died  at  the  early  age 
of  nineteen  years,  leaving  two  sons —  Bushrod 
Washington  and  James  Shepard,  the  latter  an 
infant  of  si.x  months.  Grandfather  Shedden 
married  five  years  later  Mrs.  Esther  Roberts, 
born  Patterson,  a  native  of  Pawlct,  Vt.,  and 
they  reared  three  children,  namely:  Polly, 
who  married  Andrew  Withcrspoon;  John,  Jr.; 
and  ICsther  Ann. 

James  Shepard  Shedden  grew  to  man's  es- 
tate in  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  early  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  and  milling  busines.s, 
being  uniformly  successful  in  his  undertak- 
ings. With  the  exception  of  a  few  years 
spent  in  Plattsburg  he  was  a  lifelong  resident 
of  Mooers,  dying  there  Ajiril    28,    1874.      He 


was  a  man  of  prominence  and  activity  and  in- 
fluential in  town  affairs.  Politically,  he  was 
a  Whig  in  early  life,  afterward  becoming 
identified  with  the  abolitionists,  and  on  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party  became 
one  of  its  stanchcst  adherents.  He  was 
elected  Sheriff  in  1840,  and  filled  various 
other  positions  with  ability  and  fidelity.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Ann  Perry. 
She  was  born  in  the  town  of  Mooers,  April  17, 
1808. 

Her  father,  George  Perry,  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  born  of  Scotch  parents,  in 
Middletown,  in  1777.  At  the  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  went  to  Granville,  Vt.,  where  he 
learned  the  clothier's  trade.  On  coming  of 
age  he  removed  to  this  county,  and,  purchas- 
ing a  tract  of  wild  and  heavily  timbered  land 
about  two  miles  north-east  of  Mooers,  cleared 
a  space  and  built  a  log  cabin.  After  living 
there  three  years,  he  removed  to  a  farm  near 
Perry's  Mills,  where  he  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  and  also  worked  at  his  trade.  He  sub- 
sequently purchased  a  large  estate  near  the 
mills,  and  resided  there  a  number  of  years,  but 
spent  his  last  days  with  his  son-in-law  at 
Mooers  P^orks.  He  married  Phoebe  Patterson, 
a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Thankful  Patterson,  of 
Pawlet,  Vt.  Mrs.  Ann  Perry  Shedden  sur- 
vived her  husband  nearly  two  years,  passing 
away  in  January,  1876.  Of  the  seven  children 
born  to  her  and  her  husband,  six  grew  to  ma- 
turity, as  follows:  Clitus  P.;  James  Flavins; 
Harriet  J.  P.;  ICsther  A.;  Laura  L. ;  and  Lu- 
cian  L.,  the  subject  of  the  present  sketch. 

Lucian   L.  Shedden   received   his  education 
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in  the  district  schools,  at  Fort  Edward  Col- 
legiate Institute,  and  the  Albany  Law  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1872.  Beginning  his  professional  career  in 
Mooers,  he  practised  alone  until  18S7,  meet- 
ing with  eminent  success,  winning  a  wide 
reputation  for  ability  and  activity.  In  that 
year  he  formed  a  partnership  with  John  Henry 
Booth,  the  partnership  continuing  until  1894, 
when  Mr.  Booth  was  elected  Surrogate,  ne- 
cessitating a  dissolution,  the  firm  ha\ing  had 
a  large  and  lucrative  clientage.  In  1888 
Mr.  Shedden  removed  to  Plattsburg,  being  in 
active  practice  here  until  his  election  as 
County  Judge  in  1890  for  a  term  of  six  years. 
Prior  to  his  election  as  Judge  he  had  served 
as  District  Attorney,  having  been  elected  in 
1877  and  re-elected  in  1880.  In  September, 
1895,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  T. 
Kellogg,  lisq.,  which  is  now  continued  under 
the  name  of  Shedden  &  Kellogg. 

Lucian  I,.  Shedden  and  Mary  Kate  Ahlen 
were  united  in  marriage  on  April  22,  1879. 
Mrs.  Shedden  was  born  in  Clintonville,  N.V. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  lulwin  and  Mary  Alden, 
and  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Alden  of  May- 
flower and  Plymouth  Colony  fame.  Of  the 
children  born  of  their  unifin,  three  are  living; 
namely,  (ieorgc  Alden,  John  .Shepard,  and 
Elizabeth  Alden.  Judge  Shedden  is  actively 
interested  in  the  intellectual,  moral,  religious, 
and  political  welfare  of  his  native  county. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in  1872  for 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  an  earnest  supporter  (jf  the  principles 
of    the    Rc|iublican    party.      He    is   an    active 


member  of  the  State  Normal  School  Board, 
having  been  appointed  by  A.  S.  Draper  in 
1 889,  and  is  likewise  a  Trustee  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  I'ree  Public  Library  Associatii)n. 


■Tt:^OBb:RT  J.  McNALLY,  of  Kccscville, 
\i\  Clinton  County,  N.V.,  a  mason  by 
^—^  trade,  who  for  over  twenty  years 
has  been  prosperously  engaged  in  business  as 
a  contractor,  and  has  recently  added  that  of  an 
undertaker,  was  born  at  Keeseville  o?i  Jime 
28,  1847,  son  of  Robert  J.,  Sr.,  and  Mary  J. 
(Prudie)  McNally. 

Robert  J.  McNally,  -Sr.,  was  a  native  of 
Belfast,  County  Armagh,  Ireland.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  tailor,  and  was  engaged  in  that 
occupation  prior  to  coming  to  this  country,  in 
1841,  when  he  settled  in  Canada.  About  five 
years  later  he  removed  to  Keeseville,  where 
for  several  years  he  worked  for  Deacon  Morris. 
He  subsequently  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness at  Au  Sable  b'orks,  but  afterward  re- 
turned to  Keeseville,  and  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade,  lie  died  on  January  27,  1894, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty -nine  years. 
His  wife,  Mary  J.  I'rudie,  was  a  nnti\e  of 
Belfast,  Ireland.  They  reared  six  children, 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  ;i  brief 
account  follows:  James,  who  was  superintend- 
ent of  a  nail  factory  near  Belleville,  111.,  for 
a  number  of  years,  died  in  Centralia  in  tiiat 
State  in  1888,  at  ujivvard  of  sixty  years  of 
age;  Mary  A.  still  lives  at  the  old  home; 
Patrick,  a  successful  teacher  and  at  one  time 
clerk    in    II.    O.    Matthews's    general    store  at 
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Keeseville,  also  book-keeper  for  the  Peru 
Steel  and  Ore  Company  at  Clinlonvillc,  died 
in  1864  at  twenty-four  years  of  age;  Jennie 
died  at  tlie  old  homestead  in  1891  at  about 
forty-eight  years  of  age;  Felix,  a  nailer  by  vo- 
cation, went  West  and  North  to  the  vicinity  of 
Manitoba  in  1883,  and  for  several  years  no 
news  has  been  received  from  him. 

Robert  J.  McNally,  Jr.,  the  remaining  child, 
spent  the  greater  part  of  his  bo\'hood  days  in 
Au  Sable  Forks:  and,  when  his  school  days 
were  over  he  went  to  work  in  the  rolling-mill 
at  Au  Sable.  After  a  time,  however,  he  left 
his  position  to  serve  a  six  years'  apprentice- 
shij)  at  the  mason's  trade  with  Andrew  Bowl- 
ing, who  was  then  engaged  in  business  at 
Keeseville.  With  the  e.xception  of  a  year, 
1877,  spent  at  Clinton,  la.,  Mr.  McNally  has 
since  that  time  been  a  resident  of  Keeseville. 
In  the  spring  of  1874  he  set  up  for  himself  in 
the  business  of  a  contractor,  and  among  the 
more  important  contracts  on  which  he  has  been 
engaged,  and  which  he  has  successfullly  car- 
ried through,  are  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  pulp-mill 
at  Au  Sable  Forks,  the  opera  house  and 
post-office  block  at  Keeseville,  and  Richard 
L.  Hand's  fine  residence  in  IClizabethtown, 
Esse.x  County.  Since  April,  1895,  he  has  en- 
gaged in  the  undertaking  business  in  addition 
to  his  other,  and  he  is  also  interested  to  some 
extent  in  real  estate.  He  is  a  thoroughly  self- 
made  man,  his  present  independent  position 
being  due  to  his  personal  efforts  and  the  confi- 
dence he  has  gained  by  the  thorough  manner 
ill  wiiich  his  work  is  performed  and  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  all  business  obligations. 


On  March  5,  1881,  Mr.  McNally  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Hannah  McAuliff,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Mary  McAuliff,  of  Clinton- 
ville.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union  —  Patrick  Daniel;  who  died  in  1891,  at 
eight  years  of  age ;  and  Mary,  now  ten  years 
old,  who  is  attending  the  academy. 

Since  old  enough  to  have  a  part  in  political 
matters,  Mr.  McNally  has  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party;  and  dur- 
ing President  Cleveland's  first  administration 
he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Keeseville, 
serving  from  1886  to  1890.  He  is  now  in  his 
third  year  of  ofifice  as  Trustee  of  that  village, 
and  for  six  years  has  performed  the  duties  of 
Deputy  Sheriff.  Mr.  McNally  and  his  wife 
are  communicants  of  the  Church  of  the  Immac- 
ulate Conception  at  Keeseville.  For  seven  or 
eight  years  he  has  served  as  Treasurer,  and 
is  now  one  of  the  church  Trustees.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  St.  Patrick  Temperance 
and  Benevolent  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
President. 


fs^AMES  HAMILTON  ALLEN,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Allen  &  Sher- 
man of  Port  Henry,  is  a  wcll-kuown 
factor  of  the  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
section  of  lissex  County.  He  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Wcstport,  the 
date  of  his  birth  being  June  22,  1848.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Allen,  was  of 
English  descent,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Vermont.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
owning  a  tract  of  fertile  land  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  where  his  nine  children  were 
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born,  David  L.,  the  eldest,  being  the  father 
of  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch. 

David  L.  Allen  left  home  on  attaining  his 
majority,  abandoning  the  farm  for  a  mercantile 
life,  for  which  he  seemed  particularly  adapted. 
Coming  directly  to  Essex  County,  he  settled 
at  first  at  VVadliani's  Mills,  near  Westport, 
where  he  remained  in  business  for  two  years, 
meeting  with  excellent  success.  Desiring 
greater  facilities  for  trade,  he  removed  in 
1840  to  Westport,  where  he  has  since  carried 
on  a  substantial  and  lucrative  business,  having 
now  passed  the  eightieth  milestone  on  his 
journey  of  life.  lie  married  Caroline  Sanders, 
a  daughter  of  Jesse  .Sanders,  who  was  formerly  a 
saddler  in  I^ewis,  this  county.  Of  their  union 
three  children  were  born  —  Frederick  S., 
James  Hamilton,  and  Frank  W.  The  eldest 
son,  formerly  a  book-keeper  in  the  large  whole- 
sale house  of  C.  H.  Garrison,  a  dealer  in  spices 
at  Troy,  died  of  consumption  at  the  early  age 
of  twenty-seven  years.  The  youngest  son  is 
in  business  with  his  father  at  Westport. 

James  H.  Allen,  who  was  educated  at  the 
Westport  High  School,  began  his  mercantile 
career  when  quite  young,  entering  his  father's 
store  as  a  clerk  wdien  sixteen  years  of  age, 
continuing  in  that  position  until  1870,  when, 
iiaving  proved  iiimsclf  capable  and  efficient, 
he  was  admitted  into  partnership,  being  then 
but  twenty-two  years  old.  In  1873  Mr.  Allen 
came  to  Port  Henry,  and  in  May  of  that  year, 
in  company  with  G.  D.  Sherman  and  D.  C. 
Rich,  ]nu'chased  the  store  of  Wetherbee,  .Sher- 
man &  Co.,  their  firm  name  i^eing  Allen, 
Sherman    &     Rich.       In    January,     1880,    the 


junior  partner  retired  from  the  firm,  the  name 
being  then  changed  to  Allen  &  Sherman,  under 
wdiich  style  they  have  since  conducted  a  flour- 
ishing trade,  prospering  so  well  that  they  were 
encouraged  to  open  a  branch  store  at  Mine- 
viUe.  In  1S80,  on  the  first  "Y"  of  the  L.  C. 
&  M.  R.R.,  this  enterprising  fiini  built  a  pulp- 
mill,  which  they  carried  on  there  for  about  a 
year;  but,  on  account  of  the  extreme  cost  of 
manufacturing  in  that  local  it)',  they  then  bought 
a  water  privilege  on  the  Saranac  near  I'latts- 
burg,  and  removed  their  plant  to  that  place. 
They  built  up  a  large  business  there,  jirosper- 
ing  finely  until  their  mill  was  destroyed  by 
fire  July  25,  1894.  They  at  once  erected  a 
new  mill  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream, 
putting  it  into  operation  April  15,  1S95.  This 
is  twice  the  size  of  the  original  plant,  ha\ing 
a  daily  capacity  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  of 
pulp,  and  is  run  entirel)-  by  water,  the  wheel 
being  of  fourteen  hundred  horse-power. 

In  politics  Mr.  Allen  is  a  stanch  Re])uldi- 
can,  although  he  takes  no  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  his  time  being  too  much  engrossed  by 
his  private  business.  Mr.  Allen  and  Miss  Mary 
E.  Pollard,  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  Pollard,  a  prom- 
inent physician  of  KeescviUe,  were  united  in 
marriage  on  November  3,  1S71.  The)-  iiave 
a  pleasant  home,  and  are  the  jiarents  of  two 
children  —  a  daugiitei',  Helen  M.,  and  a  son, 
Harry  D. 

T^TON.    SMITH    MICAD    WITCD,  ,uie  of 
the      foremost      citizens     of     Clinton 
County,     New     York,     residing     at 
Plattsburg,    enjoys  a  distinguished   reputation 
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as  :i  lawyer,  a  ])olitical  loader  who  has  clone 
excellent  service  as  a  legislator,  and  as  a 
clear-headed,  successful  man  of  business.  Me 
was  born  at  Helmont,  l-'rankliii  County,  on 
July  26.  1833,  son  of  Roswell  Alcott  and 
Sarah  A.  (Mead)  Weed.  His  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Lebanon,  N.IL,  his  mother  of  Platts- 
burg,  N.V.  Roswell  A.  Weed  was  a  son  of 
Joseph  Weed,  whose  father,  a  resident  of 
i'ortsmouth,  \.II.,  was  of  Welsh  ancestry. 
Joseph  Weed  migrated  with  his  family  from 
Lebanon,  N.IL,  to  Essex,  Chittendon  County, 
V't.,  where  he  bought  a  farm.  Me  lived  to  be 
eighty  years  of  age.  His  son  Roswell  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  came  to  I'lattsl/urg,  and  sub- 
sccjuently  i:)ought  land  in  lielmont,  and  lived 
there  for  a  few  years,  engaged  in  manufactur- 
ing. He  eventually  returned  to  I'lattsburg, 
where  he  li\-ed  retired  during  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life.  He  died  at  the  age  of  si.xt)'- 
threc  years.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of 
Snnth  and  Hannah  (Roberts)  Mead.  Her 
paternal  grandixii'ents  were  Nehcmiah  and 
Sally  (Newcomb)  Mead,  of  Easton,  Washing- 
ton County,  N.V.  Smith  Mead,  after  whom 
the  subject  of  this  ski'tch  was  nami'd,  was 
liorn  in  ICaston.  He  became  an  early  set- 
tler of  Clinton  County,  and  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  County  Clerk.  At  the  time  of 
the  battle  of  I'lattsburg,  in  September,  18 14, 
when  he  took  p.irt  in  repelling  the  I?ritish 
attack,  he  was  living  about  five  miles  from 
the  village.  He  attained  the  advanced  age 
of  ninet)-,  his  wife,  Hannah,  having  died  at 
sixty-five.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Jolm  Rob- 
erts, a    Revolutionary  soldier   and  a  pensioner 


in  his  last  years,  which  he  spent  near  Platts- 
burg. 

.Smith  Mead  W'eed  accpiired  his  elementary 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  an  acad- 
emy near  the  home  of  his  boyhood,  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Beckwith, 
of  I'lattsburg,  whence  he  proceeded  to  the 
Harvard  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  i\lass., 
where  he  took  high  rank  in  his  class,  1857, 
and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.H. 
Entering  on  the  practice  of  his  profession  as  a 
partner  of  Judge  Beckwith  and  Henry  John- 
son, Esq.,  and  devoting  himself  to  his  duties 
with  sedulous  diligence,  intent  on  doing  one 
thing  well,  constantly  adding  to  his  stores  of 
legal  knowledge,  and  in  serving  his  clients 
acquiring  fuller  command  of  his  powers,  he 
rapidly  forged  his  way  to  the  front.  In  those 
early  years  of  routine  work  he  was,  consciously 
or  unconsciously,  preparing  himself  for  service 
in  other  fields  to  which  he  was  soon  to  be 
called.  He  became  known  as  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, energy,  and  decision,  qualities  which, 
with  a  [ileasing  personality,  fitted  him  for 
leadership.  Not  unmindful  of  his  civic  obli- 
gations, in  1865  he  accepted  the  office,  which 
was  pressed  upon  him,  of  President  of  the 
village.  This  [losition  he  held  for  several 
terms. 

His  standing  in  his  own  county  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that,  although  a  stanch  Jcffer- 
sonian  Democrat  from  principle  as  well  as 
firm  inherited  tendencies,  and  the  district 
strongly  Re]iublican,  he  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  in  the  fall  of  1864  by  a  handsome 
majorit)-,    was    re-elected    in    1865    and     1 866, 
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and  three  times  in  tlit  seventies,  "his  Clinton 
constitueney, "'  as  has  Ineen  remarked,  "being 
invariably  strong  enough  to  elect  him  when- 
ever he  would  acccjit  its  candidacy."  During 
the  six  terms  that  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Assembly,  1865,  1866,  1867,  1871,  1873, 
1874,  he  was  an  assiduously  active  force  in 
legislation,  far-sighted  and  progressive,  taking 
the  initiative  in  regard  to  several  important 
measures  which  he  pushed  forward  to  their 
final  success,  among  others  the  I'rce  School 
Act  of  1867,  doing  away  with  the  "rate  bill," 
and  making  the  public  schools  of  the  State  for 
the  first  time  free  to  all.  In  the  State  Con- 
stitutional Convention  held  in  1867,  as  one 
of  the  delegates  at  large,  well-equipped  with 
practical  information  and  clear  views  on  the 
subjects  of  political  and  social  economy,  he 
e.xcrted  a  strong  influence,  and,  it  is  said, 
"sensibly  affected  the  results.  Upon  all 
questions  involving  individual  rights  or  the 
general  improvement  of  society  he  was  a 
leader  and  former  of  sentiment,  and,  as  usual, 
in  advance  of  his  party."  The  negro  suffrage 
clause,  in  particular,  had  in  him  a  powerful 
advocate. 

"My  party,  right  or  wrong,"  was  never  his 
watchword.  He  has  sliown  himself  the  un- 
compromising foe  of  political  corruption  as 
exhibited  in  the  machinations  of  the  "Tam- 
many Ring,"  which  in  1871  was  at  the  height 
of  its  power  under  "Boss  Tweed."  Mr.  Weed 
then  sturdily  opposed  its  endeavors  to  control 
the  State  legislation,  Ixddly  denouncing  the 
inifpiitous  proceedings  of  the  audacious  sjjoils- 
mcn,    even   when   he  thus  found   himself    in   a 


minority  of  one.  He  was  made  the  subject  of 
a  brutal  assault  in  the  Assembly  Chamber  by 
a  miserable  representative  from  a  metropolitan 
district.  He  was  twice  the  caucus  candidate 
of  his  party  for  speaker. 

Among  the  works  of  public  improvement 
which  Mr.  Weed  has  been  largely  instrumental 
in  forwarding  may  be  mentioned  the  New  York 
&  Canada  Railway,  tlie  final  result  of  a  long- 
continued  effort  to  secure  direct  connection  of 
the  Lake  Champlain  district  with  New  York 
City.  In  the  winter  of  1872  the  articles  of 
association  of  a  new  company  were  drafted  by 
jMr.  Weed,  the  assistance  of  the  Hudson  S: 
Delaware  Canal  Company  secured  by  him,  a 
grant  of  seventy  tliousanil  di>llais  obtained 
from  the  legislature  in  Marcli,  from  capital- 
ists in  Clinton  and  ICssex  Counties  subscri])- 
tion  to  bonds,  and  in  November,  1875,  the 
road  was  formally  oi)ened.  That  Mr.  Weed 
was  the  hero  of  the  hour  it  is  hard!)'  needful 
to  mention. 

"To  the  Hon.  Smith  M.  Weed,"  said  the 
Plattsburg  I\cp!ibliia>i,  "too  great  credit  cannot 
be  bestowed.  ...  He  has  met  and  overcome 
difificultics  which  would  have  discouraged  a 
man  of  less  strength  and  less  perseverance." 
Speakers  at  the  banquet  given  by  the  citizens 
of  Plattsburg  in  celebration  of  the  aus|iic-ioiis 
event  were  no  less  enthusiastic  in  giving 
credit  and  honor  where  credit  and  honoi-  were 
due.  To  quote  from  but  one,  the  Hon.  1^.  .S. 
Hale:  "  I""or  a  score  of  years  no  man  has  strug- 
gled for  the  success  of  this  enterprise  as  has 
the  Hon.  .Smitii  M.  Weed.  In  tiie  pursuit  of 
that  end  he  has  never  faltered,  ne\-er   flinchetl, 
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never  hesitated,  pursuin<;'  liis  object  with 
skill,  with  sagacity.  ...  I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
have  liecn  ojiposcd  to  his  ]iolicy  in  regard  to 
this  enterprise,  Init  time  has  vindicated  his 
judgment." 

Mr.  Weed's  position  as  counsel  for  various 
stock  companies  and  on  the  official  board  of 
industrial  entcrjirises  of  magnitude  rendered 
it  needful  for  him  to  open  a  hnv  office  in  New 
Y'nrk  City,  which  he  did  in  1873,  still,  how- 
ever, retaining  his  residence  in  I'lattsburg. 
lie  is  President  of  the  Chateaugay  Ore  and 
Iron  Company  of  New  York,  which  he  founded 
in  1881;  a  Vice-President  and  member  of  the 
Iv.xccutive  Board  of  the  Nicaragua  Canal  Com- 
pany; a  President  of  the  San  Domingo  Im- 
jirovement   Company. 

In  1887  he  received  the  full  Democratic 
vote  in  the  legislature  for  United  States  Sen- 
ator. In  the  course  of  the  many  years  in 
whii'h  he  has  now  been  an  acknowledged  party 
leader  IVIi'.  Weed  has  been  a  delegate  to  many 
political  gatherings,  in  which  he  has  taken  a 
jirominent  part,  including  the  National  Dem- 
ocratic Conventions  of  r8So  and  1S84.  Imi- 
joying  the  personal  friendship  and  confidence 
of  the  Hon.  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  Mr.  Weed  was 
often  during  the  latter  years  of  that  eminent 
statesman  a  welcome  guest  at  "Graystone." 

Mr.  Smith  M.  Weed  was  married  on  -Sep- 
tember 6,  1859,  to  Miss  Carrie  L.  -Standish, 
daughter  of  the  late  Colonel  M.  M.  Standish, 
of  I'lattsburg,  who  was  of  the  sixth  generation 
in  lineal  descent  from  the  famous  Captain 
Miles  .Standish  of  the  Ma^'flower  pilgrim  coni- 
jtany.      The   [ileasant    I'lattsburg   home,    which 


numbers  among  its  attractions  a  choice  library 
of  many  volumes,  is  the  centre  of  a  courteous 
and  coi'dial  hospitality. 

Mr.  Weed  is  a  forcible  and  effective  public 
speaker,  in  his  argumentative  addresses  spar- 
ing no  i^ains  to  collect  and  skilfully  set  forth 
the  facts  with  copious  illustration,  his  earnest- 
ness and  sincerity  adding  their  strength  to  his 
appeals.  I^y  the  friends  who  know  him  best 
his  sterling  qualities  of  manhood  are  most 
highly  appreciated. 


ON.  GP:0RGE  STANDISH  WEED, 
son  of  the  Hon.  .Smith  M.  Weed,  of 
I'lattsburg,  Clinton  Comity,  was 
born  in  this  city  P'ebrnary  13,  1862.  He 
received  his  elementary  education  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and,  after  leaving  the  I'lattsburg 
High  School,  made  preparation  for  college  at 
St.  Paul's  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  and  later  at 
Exeter,  N.  H.  He  then  entered  Harvard  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class 
of  iSSr)with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Returning 
to  Platlsbuig,  he  was  subsequent!)'  ailmitted  to 
the  bar,  in  188X,  and  became  a  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Palmer,   Weed  &  Kellogg. 

Mr.  Weeil  has  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  ])(ilitical  affairs,  being  an  earnest  and 
intelligent  worker;  and  in  the  fall  of  1886  he 
received  the  nomination  of  the  Democratic 
jKUty  for  member  of  Assembly.  He  was 
elected  by  more  than  eighteen  hundred  ma- 
jority, and  this  in  a  community  usually  con- 
ceded to  the  Republicans  by  at  least  two 
thousand    votes.       Since    leaving    cidlege    Mr. 
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Weed  has  served  continuously  on  the  County 
Democratic  Committee,  and  in  18S7  and 
1SS8  was  on  tlie  New  York  State  Committee, 
serving  as  Treasurer  of  that  body.  During 
his  first  year  in  this  Assenil)ly  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  Vil- 
lages, State  Prisons,  etc.  ;  antl  the  folhnving 
year,  having  been  re-electetl  to  the  Assembly 
withiiut  opposition  from  the  Re]jublicans,  he 
served  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  others.  In 
1 889  he  was  elected  by  his  fellow-townsmen 
as  President  of  the  village,  and  served  most 
acceptably.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Kellogg  in  1890  Mr.  Weed  was  selected  as 
the  man  best  tjualified  to  succeed  him  as 
County  Judge. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  in  Plattsburg,  Mr.  Weed  has 
served  as  one  of  the  lioard  of  Managers,  and 
has  been  Treasurer  of  the  same  since  its  organ- 
ization, being  also  for  some  years  Chairman 
of  the  Teachers'  Committee.  On  August  i, 
1893,  he  was  aijpointed  Collector  of  Customs 
for  the  port  of  Champlain,  a  position  which 
he  has  since  filled  most  satisfactorily. 

The  liliiiira  Gazette,  in  speaking  of  Mr. 
Weed,  says:  "  He  has  lieen  more  or  less  iden- 
tified with  the  business  interests  of  the  town, 
and  is  Secretary  of  the  Chateaugay  Railway 
Company.  lie  is,  likewise,  one  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Williams  Manufacturing  Com- 
[)any,  whose  principal  office  is  in  Canada.  lie 
is  a  member  and  one  of  the  Trustees  (jf  the 
ICpiscopal  church.  Although  surroundetl  dur- 
ing   his    boyhood    with    all    the    lu.xuries    that 


wealth  could  furnish,  Mr.  Weed  remaineil 
unspoiled  by  these;  anil  his  career  has  been 
chai'acterized  by  those  severe  struggles  that 
are  supposed  to  be  the  outcome  of  po\'erty 
alone.  Personally,  he  is  a  splendid  ty[)e  of 
physical  manhood  [)erfectly  developed,  stand- 
ing six  feet  in  Iiei^Iit  anil  weighing  two  hini- 
dred  and  thirty  pounds."  In  May,  1891, 
Mr.  Weed  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Frances  Ross,  a  daughter  of  John  Ross,  of  the 
firm  of  Ross  &  Ketchum  ;  and  to  them  has  been 
born  one  child,  Caroline  S.  Weed. 


^-lA'.  SILAS  M.  ROGERS,  A.M., 
rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church  at  ICllen- 
burg  and  at  .St.  Paul's,  a  mission 
church  at  Elleiiburg  Centre,  was  born  in 
Greenfield,  Saratoga  County,  N.^'. ,  Ajiril  1 8, 
1820,  son  of  .Sanford  and  Sarah  (Marris-Kel- 
logg)  Rogers. 

John  Rogers,  the  father  of  Sanford  Rogers, 
was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  a  son  of 
Amos  Rogers,  who  was  a  soldier  in  (ieneral 
Wolfe's  army  in  the  l'"rench  War.  John 
Rogers  was  a  physician,  and  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  active  life  in  Saratoga  County,  New 
York.  He  married  Miss  Sallie  lieebe;  and 
they  reareil  a  family  of  si.\  sons  and  three 
daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to  marry  and 
have  families  of  their  own. 

The  birth  of  Sanford  Rogers  occurred  in 
Ilopkinton,  R.I.,  al)out  1794.  Like  his 
father,  he  chose  the  medical  ]irofessioii  for  his 
life    work.      His    later    years     were     sjient    in 
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Michigan,  where  he  died  in  1.S58.  He  mar- 
ried a  widow  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah 
Harris.  By  her  first  husband,  Sanihisky  Kel- 
lo2p',    she    had    two    sons;    anil    she    bore    Mr. 

DO'  ' 

R(.igers  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  of 
whom  Silas  M.  was  the  eldest.  The  four 
daughters  are  now  living  in  Michigan;  and,  of 
the  sons,  Sanford  H.  died  when  sixteen  years 
(dd,  and  Amos  lived  past  middle  age.  Their 
mother  died  in  Michigan  in  1S57,  about  a  year 
before  her  husband's  decease. 

After  attending  the  public  schools  of  the 
place  in  which  his  parents  resided,  Silas  M. 
Rogers  entered  Trinity  College,  where  he  took 
a  course  preparatory  to  entering  the  ministry. 
His  first  parish  was  at  Morristown,  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y. ,  after  which  he  had  charge 
of  a  church  at  Randolph,  V't.,  going  thence 
to  Crompton,  R.I.,  and  seven  years  later  ac- 
cepting a  call  to  the  church  at  Guilford,  \'t., 
where  he  also  remained  seven  years.  He  ne.xt 
took  charge  of  a  church  in  Lee,  Mas.s. ,  from 
which  place  five  years  later,  in  1879,  he  came 
to  Lllenburg.  He  is  a  gifted  preacher,  and 
his  work  is  characterized  by  deep  earnestness 
and  the  power  of  sincerity. 

On  December  28,  1846,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sophronia  Hul)bell,  of 
Cambridge,  Vt.,  a  descendant  of  the  family 
to  which  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  belonged. 
Mrs.  Sophronia  H.  Rogers  died  June  25, 
1859,  at  thirty-seven  years  of  age.  In  1S62, 
June  9,  he  married  Miss  Jane  H.  Whiteliead, 
who  was  born  in  London,  I'jigland,  March  9, 
1830.  Her  parents,  John  L.  and  Jane 
(Briggs)  Whitehead,    both   lived  to  attain  the 


age  of  seventy-seven  years.  They  had  twelve 
children,  of  whom  four  daughters  are  now 
living,  namely:  Mrs.  Rogers,  the  first-born; 
Elizabeth  Clayton,  residing  in  London  ;  Caro- 
line Dench,  in  Australia;  and  Hannah  Clay- 
ton, in  London.  In  her  early  womanhood 
Mrs.  Rogers  was  a  teacher  in  England.  She 
came  to  America  in  1849,  '•"<'  l'''^-''  "ot  been 
to  her  luiglish  h(jme  since  1856. 

The  Rev.  Silas  M.  Rogers  is  an  indepen- 
dent voter  in  matters  of  a  political  nature. 
He  is  a  member  of  Ellenburg  Lodge,  No.  700, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Eellows,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  Chaplain.  Although  his 
writings  are  mostly  of  a  Biblical  or  religious 
character,  a  fact  to  which  seventeen  volumes 
of  manuscript  sermons  bear  witness,  he  has 
written  a  number  of  poems  and  articles  en  sub- 
jects of  a  secular  nature.  The  following  poem 
from  Mr.  Rogers's  pen  conveys  a  fair  idea 
of  his  powers,  lack  of  s]iace  preventing  us  from 
publishing  further  specimens. 

WINTER. 

The  .snow  is  fallint;  fast  to-night, 
It  blows  and  whirLs,  obscures  my  sight; 
And  deep  it  lies  upon  the  ground, 
With  here  and  there  a  .swelling  mound. 
The  snow  is  like  the  virgin  pure. 
Whose  virtue  ever  should  endure  ; 
Unfiecked  her  liosom  should  remain. 
.•\nd  hjjr  whole  life  without  a  stain. 
Rude  winter  blasts  the  earth  do  chill. 
.And  veil  with  ice  both  brook  and  rill  : 
The  lake  becomes  a  solid  plane. 
.\nd  will  a  mighty  weight  sustain. 
Beneath  the  crystal  o'er  them  spread. 
The  fish  are  safe,  have  naught  to  dread ; 
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They  play  and  frolic  witli  L^fL-at  glee, 

Like  cattle  from  the  staljle  free. 

The  cold  affects  the  flashing  brine, 

Phosphorus  flames  its  waves  entwine  : 

The  troubled  ocean  cannot  rest, 

Its  throes  are  like  the  wicked  breast  ! 

The  frost  hatli  bound  the  tiowiag  stream. 

That  whimpered  down  the  mountain  se.un  ; 

It  hath  forgot  to  rage  and  roar, 

.As  it  hath  done  at  times  before. 

.Soft  are  the  notes  it  now  doth  sing. 

As  it  comes  from  the  mountain  spring, 

And  pays  its  tribute  to  the  deep. 

Whose  waters  round  the  earth  do  sweep. 

Nature  is  bound  in  icy  chains, 

.She  in  this  state  for  months  remains; 

With  fountains  sealed,  she  dormant  lies, 

.And  Boreas  o'er  her  often  sighs. 

The  trees  are  robbed  by  autumn  winds. 

As  feeble  man  is  by  his  sins ; 

Naked  they  stand  bereaved  of  all, 

A  life  they  have  without  a  soul. 

.Stern  winter  now  will  .soon  be  past. 

The  winter  frosts,  they  cannot  last : 

Spring  in  her  beauty  soon  sliall  rise, 

And  point  to  the  summer  skies: 

She  will  unlock  the  frozen  streams. 

With  the  sun's  meridian  beams ; 

llnchain  the  fountains,  bid  them  How. 

All  swollen  with  the  melting  snow. 


1.S79. 


I^ILAS  CLARK  MASON,  kite  of 
Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Clinton  Coiuity,  I'oint 
All  Roche,  in  Beekmantown,  being  the  place 
of  his  birth,  which  occurred  March  5,  1835. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Aaron  Mason,  born 
June  I,  1748,  in  Massachusetts,  took  an  active 
part  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  almost 


from  the  beginning,  being  present  at  the 
battle  of  Hunker  Hill.  His  first  wife,  Lydia 
Aldridge,  bore  him  nine  children  —  Audley, 
Innocence,  Dolly,  Darius,  Lytlia,  Aaron, 
Mary,  and  two  others,  all  of  whom  have  long- 
since  joined  the  silent  majority  on  the  otlicr 
side.  After  becoming  a  widower.  Grandfather 
Mason  removed  to  Manchester,  \'t.,  where  he 
married  Chloe  Baker.  By  this  union  also 
there  were  nine  children,  as  follows:  Joseph, 
Chloe,  Eliakim,  John,  Lytlia,  Maria,  Thomas, 
Delia,  and  Nathan.  Aaron  Mason  eventually 
left  his  Vermont  home,  and,  coming  to  New 
York  in  1806,  located  on  Mason  Street, 
Schuyler's  I''alls,  then  a  part  of  Plattsburg, 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  lived  there 
many  years,  and  there  his  secoml  wife  died 
in  1813.  In  1832  he  removed  to  Clayton, 
Jefferson  County,  where  he  spent  his  last 
years,  dying  in  July,  1837. 

Nathan  Mason,  his  youngest  son,  was  born 
at  Schuyler's  Falls,  August  4,  1808,  and  was 
there  reared  to  a  farmer's  occupation.  I-'rom 
1 83  I  until  1833  he  was  a  resilient  of  the  town 
of  Peru,  where  he  had  previously  formed  an 
accjuaintance  with  Miss  Sophronia  Clark,  to 
whom  he  was  married  April  7,  1831.  She 
was  born  April  15,  1812,  in  Peru,  being  a 
daughter  of  Solomon  and  Patience  (\Ve;iver) 
Clark,  and  grand-daughter  of  lulmund  Clark, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  Her  grandfather 
Clark  removed  to  W'allingfortl,  \'t.,  when  a 
young  man,  coming  thence  to  the  town  of 
Peru,  N.Y.,  where  he  purchased  seven  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  becoming  one  of  the  large 
land-holders   of    the    place.       To   him   and    his 
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wife,  formerly  Lois  Jackson,  nine  children 
were  born,  one  of  them  being  Solomon,  above 
named,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812. 
Solomon  and  his  wife.  Patience,  reared  eight 
daughters  anil   two   sons. 

Two  years  after  his  marriage  Nathan  Mason 
settled  in  L5eekmantown,  where  he  has  since 
carried  on  general  farming  with  excellent  suc- 
cess, having  become  the  owner  of  extensive 
and  valuable  landed  property.  He  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs,  holding 
various  public  offices.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  united  with  the  Methodist  church  in  their 
younger  days.  They  reared  four  children; 
namely,  Adelia,  Silas  C,  Leroy  W.,  and 
Sophronia  E. ,  all  of  whom  have  passed  to  the 
higher  existence. 

Silas  C.  Mason,  the  eldest  son  of  the  pa- 
rental family  circle,  was  graduated  from  Union 
College  in  1S58,  and  afterward  studied  at  the 
Albany  Law  School,  making  such  good  prog- 
ress that  in  six  months  more  he  would  have 
been  admitted  to  the  bar,  had  not  his  health 
broken  down  under  the  severe  application. 
Being  forced  to  abandon  his  hojies  of  entering 
a  professional  life,  he  sought  employment  in 
the  open  air,  adopting  the  more  healthful  oc- 
cupation of  farming,  antl  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  mt)st  successful  agriculturists  of 
Point  Au  Roche.  Me  also  engaged  in  a 
brokerage  business,  and  dealt  cpiite  extensively 
in  grain,  being  a  large  buyer  and  seller.  In 
1887  Mr.  Mason,  finding  that  the  delicate 
condition  of  his  health  demanded  a  less  ac- 
tive  life,    abandoned  agriculture,  and  came  to 


Plattsburg,  where  he  owned  considerable  real 
estate. 

A  few  years  previous  to  removing  his  family 
to  Plattsburg,  Mr.  Mason  went  South  to  try 
the  effect  of  a  milder  climate,  stopping  first  at 
the  beautiful  city  of  Nassau,  on  one  of  the 
Bahamas;  but,  the  air  proving  too  enervating 
for  his  shattered  constitution,  he  left  at  the 
end  of  a  few  weeks,  and  went  to  Florida. 
Even  this  failed  to  restore  his  wasted  vigor; 
and  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Plattsburg  to 
spend  his  last  days  with  his  family  in  peace 
and  comfort,  dying  February  2,  1889.  lie 
was  a  man  of  high  moral  worth,  active  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  while  in  Point  Au  Roche 
served  as  Supervisor  for  many  years,  being 
elected  each  time  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
which  he  uniformly  supported.  Like  his 
father,  he  was  a  generous  contributor  to  chari- 
table objects,  his  benefactions  endearing  him 
to  his  fellow-citizens.  He  was  identified 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  that 
place,  he  and  his  father  having  been  its  chief 
supporters  while  they  lived. 

On  March  i,  1869,  Mr.  Mason  was  luiited 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Anderson,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Anderson,  of  Beekmantown. 
Mrs.  Mason  also  is  of  Revolutionary  stock, 
her  great-grandfather  on  her  mother's  side, 
Wait  Chatterton,  having  served  in  the  Conti- 
nental arm)'.  lie  was  taken  prisoner  and  car- 
ried to  Uuebec,  where  he  was  paroled.  His 
son,  Samuel  Chatterton,  the  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Mason,  was  born  in  Rutland,  Vt.,  and 
grew  to  a  sturdy  manhood  on  the  hillsides  of 
the  Green    Mountains.      Inheriting    the    prin- 
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ciples  of  freedom  and  patriotism  that  filled  the 
hearts  of  the  brave  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  at  Rutland  in 
1811,  and  served  throughout  the  War  of  1812. 
He  soon  rose  to  the  rank  of  an  officer,  being 
commissioned  Lieutenant,  afterward  brevetted 
Captain,  and  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  had 
command  of  three  companies  of  soldiers  sta- 
tioned on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  holding 
an  important  position.  Iking  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  country,  he  returned  to  Rut- 
land and  sold  his  farm,  on  which  is  now  one  of 
the  most  famous  marble  quarries  of  that  place, 
and  bought  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Beekman- 
town  near  Culver  Hill,  on  which  Samuel 
Anderson  afterward  resided.  Samuel  Chatter- 
ton  married  Lydia  Brewster,  of  Vermont,  and 
they  reared  two  children  —  Laura  and  Julia, 
the  former  of  whom  married  Samuel  Ander- 
son, Mrs.  Mason's  father. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  born  in  1809  in  Ireland, 
and  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when 
eight  years  old.  He  followed  the  trade  of  a 
cloth-dresser  in  Chazy  for  some  years,  after- 
ward buying  a  farm  and  mill  near  Montreal, 
Canada.  At  the  earnest  request  of  his  father- 
in-law,  whose  health  was  feeble,  he  subse- 
quently removed  to  Beckmantown  to  take 
charge  of  the  farm,  continuing  there  until 
about  two  and  one-half  years  prior  to  his  de- 
cease (April  2,  1895).  Six  children  were  born 
to  him  and  his  wife  Laura,  namely:  Frederick; 
Julia  (Mrs.  Mason);  Charles  (deceased); 
Ada;  Albert;  and  Laura  (also  deceased),  who 
was  the  wife  of  Stephen  Morrison,  of  Platts- 
burg.     Frederick,  who  was  graduated  from  the 


Albany  Medical  School,  and  afterward  took  a 
course  at  the  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New 
York,  is  now  a  prominent  physician  at  Mas- 
sena  Springs,  St.  Lawrence  County.  Albert 
is  a  resident  of  Chazy.  Sarah  E.,  of  Platts- 
burg, wife  of  the  late  George  Gilmore,  of 
Jolliette,  P. (J.,  and  George  H.  Anderson  are 
half  sister  and  brother  of  Mrs.  Mason. 

Of  the  union  of  Silas  C.  Mason  and  Julia 
Anderson  four  children  are  now  living,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Nathan  Ross,  the 
elder  son,  was  educated  at  the  Plattsburg  High 
School  and  the  Potsdam  Normal  School,  and 
is  at  present  successfully  managing  his  grand- 
father's farm.  He  married  Miss  May  Par- 
sons, of  Point  Au  Roche,  and  has  one  child, 
Earle  R.  Frederick  Clark,  the  younger  son, 
is  a  student  at  the  Plattsburg  High  School; 
and  his  sisters,  Julia  Chatterton  and  Edith, 
are  at  home  with  their  mother. 


X\)  f  ilAAAM  A.  G.  ARTHUR,  one  of 
the  foremost  farmers  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  N.  Y.,  owning  nearly  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  is  a  native  of  this  town.  He 
was  born  on  P'ebruary  14,  1822,  and  is  liie 
descendant  of  an  honored  pioneer  of  the  place. 
His  grandfather,  John  Arthur,  a  native  of  luig- 
land,  born  in  1746,  was  a  son  nf  P'rancis  Ar- 
thur, who  died  in  Jiisley,  J'jiglancl,  in  1750. 
In  1760  John  .Arthur  came  to  America,  set- 
tling in  New  York  City,  where  he  was  a  mer- 
chant's clerk  for  fifteen  years.  In  that  time 
he  married  P'liza  Cheeseman,  who  also  had 
emigrated   from    England.      They  had  a  family 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom 
reared  children  and  niandcliildren.  In  1795 
Grandfather  Arthur  renioveil  to  Ticonderoga, 
where  he  enteied  into  business  as  a  merchant, 
manufacturer,  and  lumber  dealer,  being  one 
of  the  most  enterjirising  of  the  jiioneer  citi- 
zens, in  his  efforts  accumulating  a  competency. 
He  lived  until  iS'jo,  his  widow  surviving  him 
until  KS37,  when  she  died  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  They  were  Quakers 
in  religion,  in  theii'  daily  lives  practising 
as  they  believed,  taking  as  their  guide  the 
Golden  Rule. 

Francis  Arthur,  second  of  the  name,  son  of 
John,  was  born  during  the  residence  of  his 
parents  in  New  York  City,  in  November, 
1774.  In  1800,  following  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  parents,  he  came  to  Essex  County,  remov- 
ing from  Dutchess  County.  He  purchased 
a  farm  on  Lake  Champlain  and  lived  thereon 
six  years;  but,  not  being  able  to  buy  any  more 
land  in  that  locality,  he  sold  it  and  came  to 
this  jiart  of  Ticonderoga.  His  first  purchase 
of  land  here  was  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres, 
two  miles  north  of  the  village,  where  he  ener- 
getically and  successfully  carried  on  general 
farming  foi-  many  years.  As  he  found  himself 
with  surplus  money,  he  invested  in  other  land, 
owning  at  one  time  fifteen  lumdred  acres, 
of  which  eight  hundred  acres  were  in  one 
body.  (_)n  his  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  acres,  adjoining  a  large  tract  of  moun- 
tain and  wood  land,  was  a  graphite  mine, 
which  he  worked  to  some  extent,  selling  the 
graphite  in  Troy  and  Albany,  taking  it  there 
by  canal.      Francis    Arthur    was  very    promi- 


nent in  local  affairs,  being  Assessor  some 
forty  years,  besides  serving  as  Supervisor  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  a  term.  He 
was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Mary 
Grant,  of  Pawling,  where  they  were  married 
in  1799.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Captain 
James  Grant,  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  who 
came  here  from  England,  having  served  in  the 
West  Indies  as  a  British  soldier  and  being 
retired  on  half -pay.  His  death,  when  a  little 
past  middle  life,  was  caused  by  a  fall  from 
a  horse.  Of  this  union  nine  children  were 
born,  of  whom  but  two  now  survive,  namely  : 
Francis  J.  Arthur,  formerly  engaged  as  a  sales- 
man in  New  York  City,  where  he  is  living  re- 
tired at  the  age  of  fourscore  years;  and  Will- 
iam A.  G. ,  the  youngest  child.  After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  which  occurred  in 
1827,  the  father  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Bennett,  and  by  this  union  had  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  one 
being  Mrs.  Glorianna  Sheldon,  widow  of  the 
late  Melville  A.    Sheldon. 

William  A.  G.  Arthur  was  educated  in  the 
district  and  select  schools,  after  which  he 
assisted  his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm, 
putting  his  hanil  to  the  [ilough  eailv  in  life. 
When  a  youth  of  fifteen  he  developed  an  ap- 
titude for  business,  exhibiting  a  Yankee's 
shrewdness  at  trading,  and  was  then  instructed 
by  his  father  to  always  stand  by  a  bargain. 
Before  settling  down  to  agricultural  ]nu-suits, 
Mr.  Arthur  was  engaged  in  various  kinds  of 
business,  being  successively  a  clerk,  a  mer- 
chant, and  finally  a  hotel-keeper,  first  at  Lake 
George,    then    at  a    hotel  which  stood  on  the 
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site  of  the  present  Biiiieigh  House.  Like  liis 
father,  Mr.  Artliur  has  in\'cstecl  largely  in  real 
estate,  having  during  his  eareer  heen  the 
owner  of  seven  hundred  acres  of  land.  In  1892 
he  moved  to  his  fine  home,  which,  with  the 
eight  acres  surrounding  it,  he  [jurchased  in 
1893,  this  being  one  of  the  most  desirable 
pieces  of  property  at  Street  Road. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  married  on  December  6, 
1843,  to  Eliza  Smith,  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
and  Hannah  (Cronin)  Smith.  Mrs.  Arthur 
and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Laura  Pond,  are  the  only 
ones  now  living  of  a  family  of  five  children. 
Their  father.  Dr.  Smith,  attained  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years,  dying  in  1869.  Mrs.  Han- 
nah C.  Smith  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  in  1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur has  been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  seven 
children,  one  of  whom,  a  son,  died  in  infancy, 
and  a  daughter  at  the  age  of  three  years.  The 
record  of  the  five  living  is  thus  given  :  Francis 
J.,  a  book-keeper  in  Schenectady,  N.Y.,  has 
a  wife  and  one  daughter;  Robert  William, 
manager  of  one  of  his  father's  farms  in  Ticon- 
deroga,  is  married  and  has  si.x  children; 
Smith  J.,  of  this  city,  has  a  wife  and  one 
daughter;  I'ell  C,  a  salesman,  residing  at 
Street  Road,  has  seven  sons  and  one  daughter; 
and  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Sherman  Clark,  a  Ticon- 
deroga  farmer,  has  two  sons. 

Mr.  Arthur  is  a  stanch  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  taking  an  active  jnut  in 
town  affairs,  having  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Assessor  si.xteen  years,  and  as 
Supervisor  and   Postmaster  eight  years,   being 


a  most  able  and  faithful  official,  trivina  <ren- 
eral  satisfacticni  in  whatever  position  he  is 
placed. 


ON.  WINSLOVV  CHARLES  WAT- 
SOX,  for  many  years  County  Judge 
and  Surrogate  of  Clinton  County 
was  born  in  I'lattsburg,  N.Y. ,  January  19, 
1832.  He  worthily  represents  a  distinguished 
family,  well  known  in  New  England  and  this 
section  of  the  luiipire  State,  being  the  grand- 
son of  Elkanah  Watson,  a  sketch  of  whose 
eventful  life  we  gather  from  an  interesting 
book,  "Men  and  Times  of  the  Revolution," 
written  by  himself,  edited  by  his  son,  W.  C. 
Watson,  published  by  Dana  &  Co.,  New  York, 
and  now  in  its  second  edition. 

Elkanah  Watson  was  born  January  22,  1758, 
at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  within  rifle-shot,  he 
says,  of  the  rock  on  which  the  Pilgrims 
landed.  He  also  states  that  I^dward  Winslow, 
who  came  over  in  the  "Mayflower, "  and  was 
the  third  governor  of  the  colony,  was  his 
ancestor,  si.x  generations  removed.  Young 
Watson  attended  school  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  in  common  with  the  other  [uipils 
was  drilled  in  military  tactics  by  the  master. 
In  September,  1773,  he  went  to  Providence, 
R.  I.,  to  serve  an  apprenticeshij)  with  John 
Brown,  the  founder  of  Brown  University  and 
at  that  time  one  of  the  most  extensive  mer- 
chants of  America.  When  the  intelligence 
reached  that  city  that  the  ]?ritish  were  march- 
ing on  Lexington,  he,  together  with  the  com- 
pany to  which  he  belonged,  started  for  the 
field    of   battle;   but,  before  they  had  gone  six 
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miles,  word  came  that  the  British  had  Ijeen 
repulsed  and  were  back  in  Boston.  In  1777, 
when  the  Americans,  half  in  despair,  were 
makinjj;  great  preparations  to  free  themselves 
from  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  he 
earnestly  reqnested  both  his  father  and  Mr. 
Brown  to  release  him  from  his  indentures, 
that  he  might  join  the  army;  but  they  refused. 

In  August,  1777,  he  was  deputed  by  his 
employer,  Rlr.  Brown,  to  carry  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  money  to  agents  in  the  Southern 
States,  that  it  might  be  invested  in  cargoes 
for  luu'opean  marts.  This  journey,  which  had 
to  be  made  on  horseback,  one  of  especial  re- 
sponsibility for  a  youth  of  nineteen,  was  suc- 
cessfully accomplished  after  many  adventures. 

On  January  22,  1779,  Elkanah  Watson  was 
entrusted  with  des]xttches  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  French  government  and  to  the 
American  ambassador.  Dr.  Franklin,  at  Passy, 
J'"rance.  lie  delivered  them  safely,  and  was 
so  much  pleased  with  the  country  that  he 
made  a  lengthened  stay,  the  acquaintance 
there  formed  with  Dr.  Franklin  resulting  in 
a  lifelong  friendship. 

After  five  years  of  travel  in  different  parts 
of  lunope  he  landed  on  his  native  shores, 
September  3,  1784,  and  the  .same  year  mar- 
ried Rachel,  daughter  of  Daniel  Smith,  Esq., 
of  Norton,  Mass.  He  subsequently  renewed 
his  connection  with  his  former  business  part- 
ner in  I'' ranee,  and  continued  in  mercantile 
and  shipping  pursuits.  In  January,  1785,  he 
visited  General  Washington  at  Mount  Vernon, 
remaining  two  days,  and  while  there  inspect- 
ing his  proposed   route   for  a   canal   along  the 


Potomac.  In  June,  1807,  he  retired  to  Pitts- 
field,  Mass.,  where  he  devoted  his  time  to 
agriculture  and  founded  the  Berkshire  County 
Agricultural  Society,  the  first  organization  of 
the  kind.  In  i8i6he  returned  to  his  former 
home  in  Albany,  N.Y.  He  died  at  Port  Kent, 
Esse.\  County,  N.Y.,  December  5,   1842. 

Winslow  Cossoul  Watson,  father  of  the 
Judge,  was  born  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  Decem- 
ber 22,  1803,  and  was  educated  at  Albany 
Academy  and  Middlebury  College,  Vt. ,  gradu- 
ating from  the  latter  with  an  honorable  record 
and  the  degree  of  A.M.  He  studied  law  with 
Chief  Justice  Ambrose  Spencer,  and  after  his 
admission  to  the  bar,  in  1824,  established  an 
ofifice  in  Plattsburg,  where  he  practised  nine 
years,  being  then  obliged  to  give  up  his  pro- 
fessional duties  on  account  of  ill  health.  He 
was  very  inlluential  in  public  life,  both  in  \'cr- 
mont  and  this  State,  having  been  Examiner 
and  Master  in  Chancery  in  the  former,  County 
Treasurer,  delegate  to  a  Democratic  conven- 
tion at  Baltimore  in  1835,  ^n^'  irom  New 
York  in  1832,  besides  representing  his  district 
at  the  Cincinnati  Convention  in  1856  and 
being  Presidential  IHector  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  the  same  year.  He  has  likewise  con- 
tributed largely  to  historic  literature  and  to 
the  leading  magazines,  beginning  his  literary 
career  when  a  youth  of  fifteen.  Among  his 
publications  are:  "Men  and  Times  of  the 
Revolution,"  "Report  and  Survey  of  Ivssex 
County,"  "Pioneer  History  of  Cliamplain 
Valley,"  and  the  "History  of  Essex  County." 
He  married  Susan  P.,  daughter  of  Richard 
Skinner,  of  Manchester,  Vt. 
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Their  son,  Win.slow  Charles  Watson,  was 
prepared  for  college  at  the  Keeseville  Acad- 
emy, and  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Vermont,  Burlington,  in  1854.  Three 
years  later  he  took  the  Master's  degree,  and 
delivered  the  Master's  oration,  subsequently 
delivering  an  address  before  the  college 
alumni.  Commencing  the  study  of  law  with 
George  A.  Simmons,  of  Keeseville,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1861,  in  Plattsburg. 
He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  the  Hon. 
Robert  S.  Hale,  of  Elizabethtown,  Essex 
County,  and  later  removed  to  Keeseville, 
where  he  practised  alone  until  1865,  when  he 
formed  a  copartnership  with  H.  N.  Hewitt, 
Esq.,  and  continued  in  active  [iractice  until 
his  election  to  the  office  of  County  Judge  and 
Surrogate  of  Clinton  County  in  1875.  In 
1857  he  was  elected  School  Commissioner  of 
the  ]'"irst  District  of  Esse.x,  in  which  position 
he  displayed  great  ability. 

On  July  30,  1 861,  Judge  Wat.son  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  Anna,  only  daughter 
of  Silas  Arnold,  of  Kee.seville.  After  a  few 
brief  months  of  happy  wedlock  she  departed 
this  life,  November  13,  1862.  The  Judge 
was  a  second  time  married,  .Sejitember  23, 
1879,  to  Minnie,  only  daughter  of  Asahel 
Barnes,  of  Chimney  Point,  Vt.  Of  this  union 
four  children  have  been  born  ;  namely,  Wins- 
low,  Richard,  Mark,  and  Ellen.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  the  Judge  is  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  Democratic  party ;  and,  religiously,  both  he 
and  his  wife  have  been  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  for  many  years. 

This  sketch  would  not   be  complete   without 


mention  being  made  of  Judge  Watson's  rare 
collection  of  autograiih  letters,  said  to  be  the 
largest  in  the  cmuitry,  these  being  from  such 
distinguished  men  as  John  Ouincy  Adams, 
Robert  Fulton,  Thomas  Jefferson,  General 
Schuyler,  Eord  Shclburne,  John  Trumbull, 
Count  De  Vei'gennes,  General  Washington, 
and  John  Adams,  all  written  to  his  grand- 
father, ]{lkanah  Watson,  who  was  (in  terms 
of  intimacy  with  many  of  the  writers.  He 
also  possesses  the  quaint  old  journal  ke[it  by 
Grandfather  Watson  on  his  memorable  trip 
from  Providence  to  Georgia,  and  an  excellent 
sketch  of  Williams  and  Mary  College,  tlrawn 
off  hand  by  that  versatile  genius,  as  well  as  a 
map  of  Chesapeake  Bay. 


/3)eORGE  S.  15ATCHEEDER,  who  for 
\|^J_  the  past  fifteen  years  has  very  ac- 
ceptably filled  the  position  of  station  and 
express  agent  at  P'.llenburg  Depot,  having 
succeeded  his  father  in  that  position,  was  born 
in  Manchester,  N.H.,  l-'ebruary  17,  1854, 
son  of  Stephen  and  Eucy  (Chase)  ]5atchelder. 
Stephen  l^atchclder  was  a  native  of  Deerfield, 
N.  II.,  born  in  the  \x'ar  1812.  His  parents 
were  in  very  humble  circumstances,  and  when 
but  a  lad  he  developed  an  unusual  ambition 
and  determination  to  be  of  material  assistance 
to  them.  Without  educational  advantages 
and  despite  the  unfavorable  conditions  of  his 
life  and  surrotmdings,  with  remarkable  self- 
reliance  he  rose  from  the  povert)'  and  obscurit)' 
that  would  have  overwhelmed  many  a  youth. 
All  through  his  minority  he  encountered  hard- 
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shi]is  and  trials  of  wliicli  few  ])Cople  know 
anything.  As  a  boy  he  was  frequently  required 
to  go  for  the  doctor  on  foot  through  a  long 
stretch  of  forest,  but  being  at  home  in  the 
woods  he  made  his  way  unerringly  and  brought 
the  physician  sooner  than  a  neighboring  horse- 
man could  have  done.  His  fleetness  in  run- 
ning won  for  him  the  name  of  "Light  F"oot.  " 
Even  in  his  eighth  year  he  was  so  solicitous 
regarding  his  father's  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments that  he  determined  to  leave  home  in  the 
hope  of  doing  something  to  lessen  the  miseries 
of  the  family;  and,  accordingly,  on  one  sum- 
mer night  he  ran  away,  not  thinking  of  the 
an.xiety  that  his  action  would  occasion  his 
mother.  This  event  threw  drowsy  Deerfield 
and  the  Batchelder  neighborhood  into  a  state 
of  excitement,  his  departure  causing  much 
gossip.  Kven  kind-hearted  Christian  people 
regarded  him  as  a  wild  and  truant  lad  and 
gave  him  but  little  aid  or  encouragement,  ad- 
vising him  to  return  to  his  i)arents.  He 
stoutly  denied  that  he  was  a  truant,  and  told 
the  clergyman  who  gave  him  supper,  lodging, 
and  breakfast,  that  he  would  not  go  home  until 
he  could  carry  at  least  a  dollar  to  his  mother, 
whereupon  his  kind  friend  took  him  by  the 
hand,  saying  he  would  try  and  find  him  a 
place,  which  he  did,  and  the  boy  was  soon  in- 
stalled with  a  farmer.  Within  five  days  he 
had  received  his  coveted  dollar,  and  would 
stay  no  longer,  but  went  at  once  to  take  it  to 
his  mother. 

At  si.Nteen  years  of  age  he  left  home  for  the 
third  and  last  time,  going  to  Lowell,  Mass., 
where    he    secured    work  in    one    of   the  mills. 


From  a  common  hand  he  rose  to  the  position 
of  overseer,  and  during  the  twenty-three 
years  that  he  was  employed  there  he  lost  but 
four  weeks'  time.  Although  he  continued  to 
assist  his  parents  while  there,  he  accumulated 
money,  and  lost  a  small  fortune  in  railroad 
stocks,  his  losses  in  three  years'  time  amount- 
ing to  about  twelve  thousand  dollars.  These 
reverses  resulted  in  his  giving  up  speculation, 
although  in  later  years  he  was  a  loaner  of 
money.  After  coming  to  this  State  he  was 
em]iloyed  as  railway  station  agent  in  Burke  for 
four  years,  and  held  the  position  of  station  and 
express  agent  at  Ellenburg  Depot  for  sixteen 
years.  He  was  also  engaged  for  a  year  in  a 
general  store  in  Burke  in  company  with  his 
son-in-law. 

While  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  Mr.  Stephen 
Batchelder  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Clark. 
They  had  four  children,  two  of  whom,  a  son 
and  daughter,  died  in  childhood.  Helen  J., 
who  became  the  wife  of  Lyman  H.  Brown,  of 
Bangor,  N.Y.,  died  at  Somerville,  I\hrss.,  in 
June,  1895,  at  fifty-four  years  of  age;  and 
Mary  A.,  who  married  J.  W.  Storms,  of  Ellen- 
burg, died  in  miildle  life,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren. After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mrs. 
Mary  Clark  Batchelder,  Mr.  I^atchelder  mar- 
ried a  second  wife,  Lucy  Chase,  who  was  born 
in  Manchester,  N.H.,  in  1S24.  Her  father, 
James  Chase,  was  for  a  number  of  years  a 
stage  driver  on  the  old  turnpike  road  from 
Plattsburg  to  Ogdcnsburg.  He  served  in  the 
War  of  1S12.  Two  sons  were  born  of  this 
marriage,  namely  :  George  S.  ;  and  Charles  H., 
a  telegraph    ojjerator,  who  was  at   one   time    in 
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the  employ  of  the  Ogdensburg  &  Lake 
Champlain  Railroad,  and  later,  during  the 
strike  of  the  Western  Union  ojierators,  went 
to  Holyoke,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in  March, 
1891,  at  thirty  years  of  age,  leaving  a  widow 
and  one  son.  Stephen  Batchelder  died  here 
in  1883,  at  seventy-two  years  of  age;  and 
his  wife,  Lucy,  about  five  years  later,  aged 
sixty-four  years. 

George  S.  Batchelder  attended  the  district 
schools  until  he  was  fourteen  }-ears  of  age, 
acquiring  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches  of  study.  He  then  went  into  the 
telegraph  office  with  his  father;  and  in  18S0 
he  succeeded  him  as  station  agent,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  given  excellent  satisfaction 
to  the  railway  com])any  and  the  patrons  of  the 
road,  being  efficient,  courteous,  and  obliging. 
On  January  g,  1881,  Mr.  Batchelder  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Edna  M.  Cooper,  of  ]5urke,  a 
daughter  of  .Simeon  and  Maria  (.Scott)  Cooper. 
She  and  her  parents  were  natives  of  Isle  La 
Motte,  Vt. ,  her  maternal  ancestors  having 
been,  as  the  name  implies,  of  Scottish  descent. 
Mr.  Cooper  was  a  farmer  by  \-ocation.  About 
i860  he  and  his  family  settled  in  liiirke. 
Since  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ]5atchel(ler 
have  both  been  bereaved  of  tiieir  parents; 
Mrs.  Batchelder  of  her  brother,  Cassius 
Cooper,  who  was  killed  by  a  train;  and  Mr. 
Batchelder  of  his  brother  and  a  half-sister. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Florence  Mabel,  a 
comely  and  cajiable  young  lady,  familiarly 
known  as  Flossie,  who  was  born  on  June  28, 
1883. 

Mr.   Batchelder  votes  the  Republican   ticket. 


He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Iq3iscopal 
church  ;  and  in  its  Sunday-school  he  has  charge 
of  the  mai)s,  charts,  and  blackljoard  exercises, 
the  last  named  being  an  interesting  feature 
of  the  work,  special  color  sketches  adapted 
for  the  illustration  of  each  lesson  being  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Batchelder. 


RANCIS  E.  HEUSTIS,  Treasurer  of 
s  lissex  County,  N.Y.,  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  F.  E.  Heustis  & 
Brother,  hardware  merchants  at  Crown  Point. 
He  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Treas- 
urer in  1890,  and  re-elected  to  the  same  im- 
portant position  in  1893,  this  being  his  fifth 
consecutive  year  in  service.  He  is  also  asso- 
ciated with  some  of  the  leading  interests  of 
the  town,  being  President  of  the  Crown  Point 
Knitting  Mill  Comjiany.  He  is  a  native  resi- 
dent, the  date  of  his  birth  being  November  2, 
[850. 

Mr.  Heustis  is  of  thrifty  Holland  stock,  his 
great-grandfather,  the  first  of  the  name  to  set- 
tle in  the  United  States,  having  been  Aris- 
tides  Heustis,  who  settled  about  tjie  time  of 
the  Revolution,  in  New  Hampshire.  He  mar- 
ried Prudence  Baxter,  of  New  Hampshire, 
where  they  lived  until  afti'r  tlie  birth  of  their 
fourteen  children,  engaged  in  farming  and 
accumulating  some  property.  In  their  declin- 
ing years  they  came  to  Crown  Point,  spending 
their  last  days  on  the  farm  of  their  son  Daniel, 
the  estate  being  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Calvin  W.  Heustis,  father  of  I'rancis  E. 
Aristides    Heustis    died    in    1831    at    the  age 
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of     ninety    years,     and     his    wife     two    years 
later. 

Daniel  F.  Heustis  was  born  in  1781  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  there  in  1807  married  Betsey 
Walker,  of  Westmoreland.  They  soon  after- 
ward settled  on  a  farm  in  Coventry,  Vt.,  and 
in  addition  to  cultivating  the  land  ran  a  hotel 
for  some  years.  In  1832  they  removed  to 
Crown  Point,  purchasing  the  farm  mentioned 
above,  here  making  their  home  as  long  as  they 
lived,  his  death  occurring  in  1841,  and  hers 
in  1861.  They  reared  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Mrs.  Eliza  Goldsberry,  of  Wisconsin;  Calvin 
W. ;  Mrs.  Jane  Sunderland,  a  widow  in  Elgin, 
111.;  and  Mrs.  Caroline  Hyde,  a  widow,  re- 
siding at  Middlebury,  Vt. 

Calvin  W.  Heustis  was  born  in  Coventry, 
Vt.,  in  18 1 7.  He  was  there  reared  to  farm- 
ing, remaining  at  home  until  nineteen  years 
old,  when  he  began  working  out,  first  as  a 
farm  hand,  then  as  a  ferryman  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  He  was  subsequently  a  boatman  on 
tlie  lake  and  canal  for  nine  seasons,  the  last 
four  having  a  half-interest  in  the  boat.  On 
the  death  of  his  father  he  purchased  the  old 
home  farm,  which  he  has  since  managed  with 
good  success.  He  has  been  twice  married, 
his  first  wife  having  been  Margaret  Gunni- 
son, who  was  born  at  Crown  Point  in  1825, 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Cross) 
Gunnison.  She  died  in  1858,  eleven  years 
after  her  marriage,  leaving  three  children, 
namely:  George  A.,  who  died  at  Kansas  City 
in  1887,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  daughters; 
Francis  E. ;  and  Milton  G.,  who  died  on  the 


home  farm,  November  22,  1874.  The  father's 
second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mar- 
garet Phelps,  has  borne  him  seven  children,  a 
brief  record  being  as  follows:  Elihu  P.  died 
in  1882;  Margaret  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years;  Archie  W.  was  accidentally  killed, 
August  10,  1895,  while  walking,  with  the  lady 
who  was  soon  to  have  become  his  wife,  on  the 
railroad  track,  near  her  home  in  Oneida, 
Madison  County,  both  being  struck  by  a  lo- 
comotive, meeting  instant  death;  John  S.  is 
a  hardware  merchant  at  Fonda,  N.Y. ;  Mary 
H.  is  a  teacher  at  Crown  Point;  Charles  C. 
is  a  civil  engineer  at  Albany;  and  Anna  E.  is 
teaching  in  Ticonderoga. 

Francis  E.  Heustis  acquired  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  at  the  Troy  Busi- 
ness College,  his  working  hours,  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age,  being  spent  on  his 
father's  farm.  In  1873  he  entered  into  busi- 
ness in  Middlebury,  Vt.,  as  a  hardware  mer- 
chant; but  two  years  later  he  sold  his  interest 
to  his  partner,  and  returned  to  his  native 
place.  Here,  in  company  with  his  eldest 
brother,  he  opened  his  present  business,  the 
firm  continuing  two  years.  He  then  bought 
his  brother's  share,  and  for  thirteen  years 
thereafter  carried  on  the  business  alone,  estab- 
lishing a  fine  trade.  From  1891  until  his 
untimely  death  Archie  Heustis  was  associated 
with  Francis  in  the  business. 

On  April  25,  1872,  Mr.  Heustis  was  vmited 
in  marriage  with  ICva  Barnett,  a  daughter  of 
H.  R.  and  Lucina  Barnett,  of  Crown  Point. 
Mrs.  Heustis  is  one  of  four  children  born  to 
her  parents,    the  others    being    Ella,    wife  of 
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Waldo  Bristol;  Henry  U.  Barnett,  of  Platts- 
burg;  and  Cassius  C.  15arnott,  of  Newburg. 
Mr.  Hcustis  and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant 
home  on  Main  Street,  and  an  interesting  group 
of  children,  five  in  nund)er  —  Edith  M., 
George  M.,  Ella  L.,  Walton  H.,  and  Harold 
F.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heustis  are  active  members 
of  the  Congregational  church,  Mr.  Heustis 
bein";  a  Trustee. 


(s^OHN  HENRY  BOOTH,  Surrogate  of 
Clinton  County,  is  a  native  of  Ver- 
gennes,  Vt.  He  was  born  December 
20,  1863,  son  of  Cyrus  Austin  Booth,  who  was 
boi^n  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  the  .State  which 
was  the  birthplace  of  his  ancestors  for  several 
generations. 

Richard  Booth,  the  earliest  representative 
of  this  family  in  America,  emigrated  from 
Cheshire,  England,  his  place  of  nativity,  some 
time  between  the  years  of  1630  and  1640. 
He  located  in  Stratford,  Conn.,  and  there  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Hawley,  a  sister  of  Joseph 
Hawley,  the  first  Town  Clerk  of  that  town. 
Walter  S.  15ooth,  of  Minneapolis,  who  has 
made  extended  researches,  recently  published 
a  volume  giving  a  history  of  the  Booth  family 
from  1066,  tracing  the  ancestry  to  Adam  de 
Boothe,  who  went  to  luigland  in  that  year 
with  William  the  Conqueror,  and,  remaining 
there,  settled  in  Lancaster,  a  maritime  and 
palatine  county. 

Sergeant  John  ]?ooth,  son  of  Richard  and 
lilizabeth  (Hawley)  Booth,  born  November  6, 
1653,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  line  now  being 


considered.  He  earnetl  his  title  of  .Sergeant 
in  the  war  with  the  I'equod  Indians,  and  sul)- 
sequently  marrietl  for  his  first  wife  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Hawley.  Their  son 
Jonathan,  through  whom  the  line  is  contin- 
ued, was  born  in  the  town  of  Stratford,  Conn., 
during  the  winter  of  1681-82.  In  1707  or 
1708  Jonathan,  accompanied  by  his  brother 
Ebenezer,  paid  a  visit  to  the  present  site  ot 
the  town  of  Newtown,  and  there  bought  a 
large  tract  of  land,  to  wliich  they  subsequently 
moved  their  families.  Both  cleared  and  im- 
proved a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  becoming 
extensive  and  well-to-do  farmers. 

Lieutenant  Daniel  Booth,  born  in  Stratfonl, 
January  12,  1704,  son  of  Jonathan  Booth  and 
his  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  .Samuel 
Galpin,  grew  to  manhood  in  Newtown,  and 
followed  his  father's  occupation,  becoming  a 
prosperous  agriculturist  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  the  town,  which  he  assisted  in 
building.  He  was  a  Deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  He  married  Eunice,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Bennett,  anil  was  the  father  of 
Ezra,  who  was  Iiorn  in  Newtown,  Conn.,  in 
1745,  and  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  the  i)lace, 
dying  there  July  18,   1812. 

JCzra's  son,  Austin  Booth,  was  a  farmer 
and  also  a  resilient  of  Newtown  thiougliout  his 
life.  He  married;  and  one  of  his  children 
was  Cyrus  Austin  Booth,  before  named,  who 
was  left  an  orjihan  at  an  earl)'  age,  ami  went  to 
live  with  his  uncle,  Cyrus  15ootii,  in  Ver- 
gennes,  Vt.  When  ;i  joung  man,  Cyrus 
Austin  Booth  entered  a  general  store  as  a 
clerk,    and    before    many    years    had    elapsed 
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started  in  mercantile  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, he  Ijeing  at  tlie  present  time  success- 
fully en;;ai;e(l  in  the  hardware  trade.  lie 
married  Sarah  Hrace  White,  a  native  of  V'er- 
gennes,  daughter  of  William  Hubbard  White, 
a  well-known  merchant  and  the  owner  and 
manager  of  a  foundr)'  in  that  city.  Both  her 
father,  William  II.,  and  her  grandfather, 
William  White,  who  was  likewise  a  leading 
merchant,  were  lifelong  residents  of  V'er- 
gennes.  Mrs.  .Sarah  B.  White  Booth  died  in 
1893,  leaving  four  children  —  William  White, 
Charles  Austin,  .Sarah  White,  and  John  Henry. 
John  H.  Booth  is  a  man  of  fine  mental  at- 
tainments, his  native  talents  ha\'ing"  been  cul- 
tivated by  a  liberal  education.  At  the  age  of 
si.xteen  years  lie  was  graduated  from  the  high 
school,  and  soon  afterward  he  entereil  Yale  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the 
class  of  18S5,  rccei\ing  the  degree  of  A.B. 
Continuing  his  studies  at  the  Columbia  Law 
School,  he  was  graduateil  from  that  institution 
with  the  degree  of  LL.I5.  in  May,  1S87. 
Locating  in  the  town  of  Moocrs,  in  this 
county,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  L.  L. 
.Sheddin,  and  there  practised  his  profession 
until  Januar_\-  i,  1890,  when  he  removed  to 
I'lattsburg.  Mr.  liooth  was  elected  to  his 
jjresent  position  as  Surrogate  of  the  county 
in  the  fall  of  1893,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine 
years,  assuming  the  duties  of  his  responsible 
office  on  January  i,  1894.  In  the  following 
year  he  purchased  property  on  Cumberland 
Avenue,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  thorough- 
fares in  the  village,  and  has  there  built  a  most 
attractive  home. 


On  October  22,  1S91,  Mr.  Booth  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Marie  Thercse  Parkhurst. 
.She  was  born  in  Dannemora,  Clinton  County, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Millard  V.  and  Beatrice 
(Therese)  Parkhurst.  Their  home  has  been 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  two  children  — 
John  Parkhurst  and  Robert  Cyrus. 

In  political,  social,  and  religious  circles 
Mr.  Booth  is  active  and  prominent,  using  his 
best  efforts  to  forward  the  best  interests  of 
the  community.  He  is  a  stanch  advocate  of 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in  1888  for 
Benjamin  Harrison.  He  is  an  active  member 
of  the  following  college  societies  —  the  Phi 
Beta  Kappa  and  the  Psi  Upsilon.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  communicants  of  the  Episco- 
pal church,  of  wdiich  he  is  a  Vestryman;  and 
he  is  the  Vice-President  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Plattsburg. 


^^•^» 


"sit-OHN  P.  M.  RANSOM,  an  esteemed 
and  influential  citi/.en  of  Mooers,  Clin- 
ton County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  the  ad- 
jacent town  of  Chazy,  July  8,  1821,  son  of 
l*dijah  and  Mira.nda  (Ransom)  Ransom.  His 
grandfather,  Dr.  Luther  Ransom,  who  was  a 
pi'ominent  and  popular  pliysician  in  these 
parts,  was  a  resident  of  Chazy  many  years. 
IClijah  Ransom,  the  father  of  John  P.  M.,  was 
born  in  Fairfax,  Vt.,  the  eldest  of  six  children. 
He  was  long  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
in  Chaz\',  and  was  also  interested  to  some  ex- 
tent in  farming.  The  closing  years  of  his  life 
were  spent    in    retirement   on   the   farm    whi.h 
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originally  belonged  to  his  father.  A  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  he  was  Deputy  Sheriff  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  was  also  for  some  time 
custom-house  officer  at  Chazy.  He  was  a 
IVIason  in  good  standing,  and  was  buried  with 
Masonic  honors.  He  married  his  cousin, 
Miranda  Ransom,  of  Townshend,  Vt.,  sister 
of  Ephroditas  Ransom,  who  was  Circuit  Judge 
in  Michigan  for  some  time,  and  was  later 
elected  Chief  Justice,  and  then  made  Governor 
of  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elijah  Ransom 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 
They  had  five  children  —  Lauretta:  Jane  and 
Jones,  twins;  John  P.  M. ;  and  Angeline. 

John  P.  M.  Ransom  attended  the  common 
schools  and  the  high  school  of  Chazy,  and 
finished  his  course  of  study  at  the  academy  at 
Potsdam,  N.Y.  After  leaving  school  he 
taught  for  a  while  in  Chazy,  Plattsburg,  and 
also  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business  with  Edwin 
Ferris  at  Chazy  under  the  firm  name  of  I'^erris 
&  Ransom.  Within  a  year,  Jiowever,  they 
dissolved  partnership;  and  Mr.  Ransom  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  for  three  years. 
He  then  disposed  of  his  stock  in  trade  and 
bought  the  business  of  James  &  15.  \V.  Shed- 
den  at  Mooers,  his  father  joining  him;  and 
under  the  style  of  K.  &  J.  P.  I\I.  Ransom  they 
carried  on  a  successful  business  for  nine  years. 
The  senior  partner  then  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est, and  our  subject  was  in  full  charge  of  the 
store  till  iS6r. 

In  October  of  that  year  Mr.  Ransom  en- 
listed as  Second  Lieutenant  in  Company  F, 
Ninety-sixth      New      York      Volunteers,     and 


started  for  the  South,  letting  his  store  and 
also  a  saw-mill  in  which  he  had  become  in- 
terested. He  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  J'otomac,  and  took  part  in  various  engage- 
ments, including  the  battle  of  Williamsburg, 
and  also  the  battle  of  I-'air  Oaks,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  bullet  wound  in  the  head,  which  [ler- 
manently  injuretl  his  hearing  and  incajiacitatetl 
him  for  duty  for  six  months.  Returning  to 
his  company  before  he  had  fairly  recovered  his 
health,  he  was  detailed  as  assistant  in  the 
Quartermaster's  department,  where  lie  re- 
mained during  the  rest  of  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment, which  ended  in  November,  1863.  Re- 
enlisting,  he  was  appointed  Post  -Sutlei',  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  that  position  some- 
what over  two  years.  At  the  clo.se  of  the  war 
he  returned  home,  and  in  February,  1S65,  was 
appointed  by  President  Andrew  Johnson  Dep- 
uty Collector  of  Customs  at  Mooers.  He  was 
connected  with  the  revenue  (le[)aitnient  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  retiring  to  his 
farm,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  village 
of  Mooers,  hoping  to  recuperate  his  wasted 
energies,  as  his  health  still  suffered  from  the 
strain  and  exposure  of  army  life.  He  subse- 
quently engaged  with  Stone  &  Wellington, 
nurserymen,  of  Toronto,  Canad.i,  as  ti'avelling 
salesman,  and  later  was  in  the  employ  of  Nel- 
son Bogue,  of  Batavia,  N.\'.,  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity some  five  yc^rs.  When  seventy-one 
years  of  age,  he  retired  to  his  farm,  a  fine  es- 
tate of  one  hundred  and  twenl}'-five  acres,  l)ut 
now  lives  in  Mooers,  where  he  is  enjoying  a 
well-earned  season  of  rest. 

On  October  20,  18.46,  Mr.  Ransmn  was  uiai- 
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ricd  to  AiiKuida  Chalmers,  daujjhter  of  Peter 
and  Margaret  (Allen)  Chalmers.  She  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  her  grandfather,  W'illiam 
Chalmers,  having  been  a  native  of  the  land  of 
Scott  and  J5urns.  lie  settled  on  the  Kennebec 
River  in  Maine,  and  was  extensively  inter- 
ested in  woollen  and  grist  mills  for  several 
years.  Ilei'  father,  who  was  a  Sergeant  in 
the  War  of  1812,  was  for  some  time  engaged 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in  Portland, 
Me.,  but  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  on  a 
farm  in  Peru,  N.Y.  He  reared  four  sons  and 
four  daughters,  and  is  survived  to  this  day  b}' 
three  of  the  daughters. 

lught  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ransom,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Will- 
iam II.  is  a  merchant  of  Detroit;  Scotland  is 
a  lawyer  in  active  in^actice  in  Utah;  Julius  B. 
is  physician-in-chief  at  the  Dannemora  State 
Prison  ;  ami  Matthew  C.  is  a  well-known  and 
prosperous  lawyer  of  Fort  Covington,  Franklin 
County,  N.Y.  Margaret  Ransom,  the  only 
daughter  who  attained  maturity,  was  a  brilliant 
scholar,  and  became  a  popular  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  Mooers.  .She  passeil  away 
May  6,   189 1,  in  her  twent)-si\th  year. 

in  politics  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Ransom  was 
j'ostmaster  of  Mooers  for  niiu?  years,  diuMng 
the  administrations  f)f  Pierce,  Buchanan,  and 
in  the  early  part  of  Lincoln's;  but  he  seeks 
no  office,  and  in  late  years  positively  refuses 
to  accept  positions  of  public  trust.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
chmch,  to  which  his  grandfatlier  and  father 
belonged;  and  he  has  been  Trustee  of  the  so- 
ciety for  twenty  years. 


/^TlToRGE  WASHINGTON  HART- 
\[^J_  WELL,  now  living  retired  from  the 
activities  of  life  at  his  pleasant  home  in 
Plattsburg,  was  born  March  8,  1827,  in  Keese- 
ville,  N.Y.  His  father,  Alfred  Hartwell,  was 
a  man  of  much  energy  and  enterprise,  who, 
when  old  enough  to  embark  in  business  for 
himself,  removed  to  Keeseville,  Essex  Comity, 
that  he  might  take  advantage  of  the  excellent 
water-power  afforded  by  the  Au  Sable  River. 
He  erected  a  mill  on  its  banks,  and  there  en- 
gaged' in  the  manufacture  of  woollen  goods 
until  1840.  Coming  then  to  Plattsburg,  he 
carried  on  a  manufacturing  business  for  a 
time,  but  subsequently  established  a  clothing 
business,  in  which  he  was  employed  until  his 
decease  in  1859.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Frances  Bronson,  was  a  native  of 
Bennington,  Vt.,  and  of  their  union  seven 
children  were  born;  namely,  Chastine,  Will- 
iam Wallace,  Martha,  Helen,  George  W., 
Clark,   and   Marion. 

George  W.  Hartwell  was  a  boy  of  thirteen 
years  when  he  came  to  this  place  with  his  i)ar- 
ents.  He  received  his  rudimentar)'  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
this  was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  the 
Plattsburg  Academy.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  went  to  Au  Sable  Forks  to  enter  u]ion 
a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  J.  J.  Rogers,  and 
remained  there  seven  years.  Returning  then 
to  Plattsburg,  Mr.  Hartwell,  in  company  with 
a  Mr.  Rodee,  rented  a  flour-mill,  and  after- 
ward, in  partncrsliip  witli  his  brother  W.  Wal- 
lace, purchased  the  mill  property,  engaging  in 
the  milling  business  for  a  time.      The  brothers 
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subsequently  bought  thirteen  thousand  acres 
of  timber  land  in  the  Adirondack  regions,  also 
property  at  Cadyville,  where  they  erected  a 
saw-mill  and  for  many  years  carried  on  a 
thriving  and  extensive  lumber  business,  being 
well-known  throughout  this  section  of  the 
State  as  men  of  substantial  and  sterling  cjual- 
ities. 

On  October  17,  1861,  Mr.  Hartwell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Augusta  M.  lulwards, 
who  was  born  December  3,  1838,  in  Norwalk, 
Ohio,  being  a  daughter  of  Gustavus  Vasa  and 
Augusta  (Goodnow)  Edwards.  Two  children 
were  born  into  their  household,  of  vvliom 
Martha  Edwards,  born  July  20,  1863,  passed 
to  the  world  beyond,  August  8,  1871.  The 
other  daughter,  Margaret  Dinion,  became  the 
wife  of  Carlos  A.  W.  Piatt,  formerly  of  Platts- 
burg,  but  now  a  resident  of  Chicago.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Piatt  have  one  daughter,  Isabelle  Hart- 
well  Piatt.  Mr.  Hartwell  is  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  having  joined 
it  on  its  formation.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
people  of  deeply  religious  character  and  valued 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


[^KSTOR  HERMAN,  a  prosperous  mer- 
chant of  I'.ssex  County,  occupies  a 
foremost  position  among  the  solid 
business  men  of  i'ort  Henry,  where  he  has  car- 
ried on  a  successful  trade  for  upward  of  a  score 
of  years.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  having 
been  born  March  20,  1847,  in  Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, where  his  father,  Markus  Herman,  was 
extensively  engaged  in  business  as  a  wholesale 


dealer  in  wines.  Markus  Bernian  and  liis 
wife  Caroline  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
all  boys;  namely,  Nestor,  Nathan,  Pcridianlt, 
Hermann,  Morris,  and  Louis. 

Nestor  Berman  was  reared  and  educated  in 
the  I-'atherland,  emigrating  to  America  when  a 
youtli  of  twenty  years,  and  commencing  his 
commercial  career  as  a  clerk  in  the  th-y-goods 
house  of  I.  &  A.  Rosenthal,  in  New  York 
City.  After  eighteen  months"  service  with 
them  he  entered  the  employment  of  Mr.  Nus- 
baum,  who  was  engaged  in  the  same  line  of 
business  at  Plattsburg,  remaining  with  him  two 
years.  Mr.  Berman  was  subsequently  clerk  in 
the  dry-goods  establishment  of  Mr.  Ruthschild 
in  the  same  village,  removing  thence  in  1871 
to  Port  Henry,  where  he  secured  a  situation 
in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Abram  Lewald.  In 
1873,  desiring  to  establish  himself  [)erma- 
nently,  Mr.  Bernian  resigned  his  position  to 
engage  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  cigars, 
to  which  in  1876  he  addeil  a  full  line  of  gro- 
ceries. ]5y  fair  and  honest  dealing  with  all 
he  won  an  extensive  patronage,  his  business 
continually  increasing,  until  it  swelled  beyond 
the  capacity  of  his  original  cuiartcrs.  He  con- 
ducts a  large  wholesale  business  in  groceries, 
cigars,  and  tobacco,  in  addition  to  his  im- 
mense retail  trade;  and,  besides  using  all  the 
available  room  in  his  own  building,  he  has 
been  compelled  to  obtain  cellarage  in  the  ad- 
joining bliick  for  the  storage  of  his  goods. 
This  also  proving  inadequate  to  the  demands 
of  his  business,  he  was  forced  to  build  a  large 
warehouse  near  the  station. 

Mr.  15erman  has  been  eminentl)'  successful 
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ill  all  of  his  ventures.  He  controls,  not  only 
the  large  dry-goods  store  in  the  l.ewakl  Block 
on  Broad  Street,  of  which  F.  Lewald  is  the 
manager,  but  is  the  proprietor  of  the  flourish- 
ing store  of  general  merchandise  in  Mineville, 
having  opened  it  in  1894.  He  is  identified 
with  many  of  the  local  enterprises  and  institu- 
tions, being  a  Director  and  Vice-President  of 
the  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  this  place,  a 
Director  of  the  G.  R.  Sherman  Steam  Ferry 
Company,  and  a  stockholder  in  the  Port 
Henry  shirt  factory.  He  has  also  served 
most  acceptably  in  various  public  offices 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-townsmen,  having 
been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  nine 
years,  and  very  recently  elected  to  the  same 
position  for  another  term  of  three  years,  and 
having  likewise  for  some  time  been  a  Trustee 
of  the  village. 

This  brief  biogra])hy  would  scarcely  be  com. 
plete  were  not  some  mention  made  of  Mr. 
Berman"s  personal  characteristics.  Although 
silent  on  such  matters  himself,  his  charities 
are  too  wide-spread  not  to  be  well  known.  A 
member  of  the  Jewish  synagogue,  he  gives 
with  a  generous  hand  to  l)oth  the  Protestant 
and  Catholic  churches.  Nor  does  he  confine 
himself  to  religious  bodies,  but,  with  unosten- 
tatious benevolence,  assists  the  poor  and  needy 
wherever  found,  those  most  intimate  with  his 
affairs  being  free  to  say  that  no  worthy  object 
appeals  to  him  in  vain  for  aid.  Having  come 
to  this  country  poor  in  pocket,  Mr.  Ik-rman 
has  steailily  worked  his  way,  step  by  step,  to 
his  present  position  of  wealth  and  influence. 
Carrying  out  the  spirit  of  Abou   Ben   Adhem, 


as  "one  who  loves  his  fellow-men,"  he  has 
earned  for  himself  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  contact,  be  it 
in  a  business,  political,  religious,  or  social 
way. 

Mr.  15ernian  was  married  November  28, 
1873,  to  Miss  Hannah,  daughter  of  Myer  and 
Adelheid  Levy,  of  Plattsburg,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  five  bright  and  interesting  chil- 
dren; namely,  Morris,  Amelia,  Carrie,  Flor- 
ence, and  William. 


B 


AVID  H.  AGNEW,  a  rising  young 
^  .  lawyer  of  Plattsburg,  was  born  in 
Beekmantown,  N.Y.,  October  24, 
1S68.  The  primary  branches  of  his  education 
were  obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  he  advanced  by  attending  the 
Plattsburg  Academy  and  the  Port  Henry  High 
School.  He  fitted  for  his  collegiate  course  at 
Franklin  Academy  in  Malone,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1888  entered  Middlebury  College, 
where  he  pursued  a  two  years'  course.  In 
1890  he  became  a  student  at  the  Albany  Law 
School,  at  the  same  time  entering  the  law 
offices  of  Senator  Myer  Nussbaum  for  practi- 
cal observation  and  experience;  and  he  per- 
formed his  double  labors  of  attending  to  both 
school  and  office  work  diligently  and  effect- 
ually. After  graduating  from  the  law  school 
in  June,  1891,  he  continued  to  remain  in  tlie 
office  of  Mr.  Nussbaum  until  his  admission  to 
the  bar  in  I>'ebruary,  1893,  and  subsequently 
until  January  1,  1894,  when  he  located  in 
Plattsburg,   for  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
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He  has  since  built  up  a  large  and  profitable 
general  law  practice,  and  has  already  risen  to  a 
prominent  position  among  the  leading  lawyers 
of  Clinton  County.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  in  1895 
was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  District 
Attorney  on  the  Re[)ublican  ticket.  While  in 
college  he  was  connected  with  the  Chi  Psi 
Greek  letter  fraternity,  and  was  an  editor  of 
the  fraternity  paper. 

Mr.  Asrnew  is  a  member  of  the  Lakeside 
Social  Club  of  I'lattsburg.  His  religious 
affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 


fffjYOHN  B.  TROMBLY,  of  the  firm  of 
Trombly  &  Sons,  a  well-known  mer- 
cantile house  doing  business  at  Altona, 
Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  was  btu'n  in  the  adjoin- 
ing town  of  Chazy,  August  25,  1868,  his  par- 
ents being  Napoleon  and  Phcebe  (Ashland) 
Trombly. 

The  Trombly  family  arc  of  French  descent. 
Bruno  Trombly,  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
John  B.  Trombly  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Quebec,  August  15,  1735.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  to  settle  among  the  Indians  in  the  wilder- 
ness that  then  bordered  Lake  Cham])lain,  and 
established  his  home  about  fifteen  miles  from 
Altona,  near  a  bay  that  has  since  been  named 
for  him,  Trombly's  Bay,  having  made  the 
journey  to  that  place  in  a  canoe.  He  became 
a  farmer  and  owned  about  two  thousand  acres 
of  land.  His  son,  John  B.  Trombly,  born 
August  1.5,  1776,  was  also  a  large  land-owner. 
He   was  father  of   Bruno    L.    Trombly,    born 


August  7,  1S06,  who  married  Miss  Pauline 
Lamereau,  ant!  had  thirteen  children,  ten  of 
whom,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  lived  to 
adult  life.  Of  these,  George  and  Napoleoii 
are  deceased;  two  sons,  ]5runo  and  Peter,  re- 
side in  Worcester,  Mass.  ;  and  the  others  live 
in  Chazy  and  Cham|ihiin.  Bruno  L.  Trombly 
died  at  seventy-five  years  of  age,  and  his  wife 
at  fifty-nine  years  of  age.  Their  remains  rest 
in  the  Chazy  Cemetery. 

Napoleon  Trombly's  birth  occurred  in  Chazy, 
November  13,  1835.  In  1871  he  settled  at 
Altona,  and  engaged  in  a  general  mercantile 
business,  which  he  continued  to  conduct  very 
successfully  until  his  death  on  February  14, 
1891.  He  left  an  estate  valued  at  about 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  nearly  all  of 
which  was  acquired  by  his  own  efforts.  Dur- 
ing several  terms  he  served  as  Town  Super- 
visor, and  he  held  the  office  of  Postmaster  for 
four  years  from  his  ajiiiointment  in  1884.  He 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Catholic  religion, 
being  a  Trustee  of  the  parish  to  which  he  be- 
longed and  a  liberal  contributor  toward  the 
erection  of  the  church.  His  wife,  I'luebe 
Ashland,  whom  In."  married  January  10,  i860, 
was  born  in  Champlain  about  1836,  daugiUer 
of  John  and  Peltier  Ashland.  They  reared  a 
family  of  five  children,  as  follows:  P'va  A., 
the  wife  of  W.  C.  Casey,  of  Altona;  Fnima 
G.,  who  married  Fdwin  T.  Marshall,  of  Boston, 
where  he  conducts  a  baker\'  business;  lulward 
W.  and  John  15.,  of  the  firm  of  Troml)ly  & 
Sons;  and  IIerl)ert  A.,  a  graduate  of  the 
Plattsburg  High  School,  wiio  was  engageil  in 
teaching  for  three  years,  but  is  now  cashier  in 
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the  custoin-hmise  at  Rouse's  Puint,  and  also 
lias  an  intcrcsl  in  the  business  of  Tromhly 
&  Sons.  Their  mother  is  still  living  in 
Altona. 

|()hn  15.  Trombly  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Altona  and  the  I'latts- 
burg-  High  School.  At  an  early  age  he 
entered  his  father's  store,  where  he  gained  a 
practical  knowledge  of  business;  antl  on  Jan- 
uary I,  i8t}i,  he  was  taken  into  partnership. 
His  brother,  Edward  W.  Trombly,  was  also 
received  into  the  company  about  that  time;  and 
the  firm  became  known  as  Trombly  &  Sons. 
They  do  a  large  business,  and  carry  a  stock 
v.ilued  at  about  twelve  thousand  dollars.  In 
addition  to  their  store  they  own  three  farms, 
comprising  about  one  thousand  acres  of  land, 
where  they  keep  fifty  cows  and  about  one  hun- 
dred sheep.  They  established  a  creamery  in 
1889,  anti  are  doing  a  successful  business  in 
that  line. 

On  September  13,  1892,  John  B.  Trombly 
was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E. 
Connor,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Anna 
(Kennedy)  Connor,  one  of  a  family  of  ten 
children.  Mr.  Connor  was  born  in  Ireland. 
His  wife  was  also  of  Irish  parentage,  but 
was  boin  in  this  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trombly  have  three  children  —  Anna,  be- 
tween two  and  three  years  old;  Eveline;  and 
Marguerite. 

Mr.  Trombly  is  the  present  Postmaster  of 
Altona,  having  succeeded  his  father  in  that 
office,  and  is  serving  his  fourth  term  as  Super- 
visor. He  and  his  wife  are  communicants  of 
the  Catholic  church. 


61  HOJ 


HOMAS  BRAINERD  N  I  C  H  O  L  S, 
4J_  M.D.,  Plattsburg,  N.V.,  the  senior 
physician  of  Clinton  County,  was  born  in  luios- 
burg,  Eranklin  County,  Vt.,  March  21,  1817, 
son  of  Levi  and  Rachel  (Smith)  Nichols.  Dr. 
Nichols's  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
Levi,  was  of  English  ancestry,  but  was  born 
in  Leominster,  Mass.  Settling  ujjon  a  farm 
in  his  native  town,  he  there  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits  for  the  remainder  of  his  active 
life.  He  married  Eleanor  Boutelle,  and  they 
reared  a  family  of  eight  children. 

Levi,  the  younger,  eldest  son  of  Levi  and 
Eleanor  Nichols,  began  his  education  in  the 
district  schools,  and  after  graduating  from  the 
Groton  Academy,  Groton,  Mass.,  purchased  a 
farm  at  Enosburg,  Vt.,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  cultivation  of  wheat.  Returning  on  foot 
to  Leominster,  Mass.,  after  clearing  his  land 
and  planting  his  first  crop,  he  taught  school 
during  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  returned 
again  to  his  wheat  farm.  In  1S15  he  married 
a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Smith,  of  Cornish, 
N.H.,  and  reared  eleven  children,  as  follows: 
Levi,  Jr.,  Thomas  B.,  Maritte  S.,  Relief 
B.,  Samuel  J.  M.,  Benjamin  S.,  James  G., 
William  A.,  lulward  Y.,  Erances  1'^.,  and 
Henry    C. 

Thomas  B.  Nichols  attended  the  district 
schools  of  linosburg,  and  afterward  went  to 
Johnson  Academy  at  Johnson,  Vt.,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1838.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year  he  entered  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, but  lack  of  financial  resources  obliged 
him  to  relinquish  his  studies  for  a  time.  In 
search  of  some  paying  employment,  he  betook 
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himself  to  Philadelphia,  and  later  to  New 
YorI<,  where,  in  the  summer  of  1840,  he  issued 
the  first  business  directory  of  that  city.  He 
then  sold  that  enterprise,  and,  returning  to  the 
university  in  time  to  resume  his  studies  at  the 
opening  of  the  fall  term,  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1843.  After  teaching  school  two 
years  at  Clarenceville,  he  established  an  acad- 
emy in  Bedford,  Canada,  where  he  remained 
two  years,  and  then  accepted  a  position  as 
book-keeper  at  the  Meiggs  forge  saw  and  grist 
mill  in  Westport,  N.Y. 

In  1849  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  Henry  D.  Ranney,  of  Westport,  and 
in  1850  attended  medical  lectures  at  Wood- 
stock and  Castleton,  Vt. ,  receiving  his  diploma 
at  the  latter  place  in  November  of  that  year. 
Dr.  Nichols  began  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion at  Crown  Point  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Benjamin  S.  Nichols,  with  whom  he 
remained  for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  purchased  his  partner's  interest. 
Having  resided  there  for  over  thirteen  years, 
he  in  1863  established  himself  at  Plattsburg, 
where  he  has  since  remained  in  active  prac- 
tice. Dr.  Nichols  was  officially  connected 
with  various  college  societies,  was  President 
of  the  Society  of  Religious  Inquiry,  and  one 
of  the  Curators  of  the  College  of  Natural  His- 
tory at  the  University  of  Vermont.  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  A.M.  from  the  University 
in  1856.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Pres- 
byterian, and  has  been  connected  with  the 
P'irst  Presbyterian  Church  in  Plattsburg  since 
1864.  Has  been  Trustee  and  Elder  for  many 
years,  and  at  one  time  served  as  Treasurer. 


In  1865  he  was  one  of  the  physicians  that 
effected  the  reorganization  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  the  County  of  Clinton,  which  he  has 
served  as  Vice-President  and  as  delegate  to 
the  State  Medical  Society.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  Treasurer  of  the  County  Medical  -So- 
ciety since  1886,  and,  though  well  advanced 
in  years,  is  still  in  active  practice.  He  also 
serves  as  a  director  in  the  Merchants'  Bank. 

On  June  2,  1847,  Dr.  Nichols  was  married 
to  Mary  Walbridge,  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Elizabeth  (McKinstry)  Walbridge,  of  Bed- 
ford, Canada.  The  Walbridge  family,  which 
is  of  Scotch  origin,  is  one  of  great  antiipiity, 
and  descends  in  a  direct  line  from  Sir  Will- 
iam de  Walbridge,  who  accompanied  Richard 
Coeur  de  Lion  to  the  Holy  Land.  Mrs. 
Nichols's  great-grandfather,  Henry  Wal- 
bridge, and  his  three  sons,  Silas  W.,  Solonnni, 
and  David,  fought  in  the  battle  of  Benning- 
ton, Vt.,  in  August,  1777.  Mrs.  Nichols 
died  May  6,  1893,  leaving  four  sons  —  Thomas 
B.,  Jr.,  William  Walbridge,  James  Allen,  and 
Charles  McKinstry. 

Thomas  B.  Nichols,  Jr.,  graduated  from 
West  Point  in  1871,  and,  after  serving  as  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant  in  the  .Sixth  United  States 
Cavalry  for  four  years,  resigned  his  commis- 
sion on  account  of  disability.  In  1880  he 
was  appointed  to  establish  a  military  school 
at  Bogota,  United  States  of  Colombia.  Init, 
after  remaining  at  its  head  for  over  two  years, 
was  forced  to  retire  on  account  of  failing 
health.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Engineers' 
Association,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  has  written 
several    scholarly  articles    upon   military  and 
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mining  subjects.  He  married  I'^lla  C.  Slagle, 
of  Allegheny,  I'a.,  in  1S79.  William  W. 
Nichols,  who  was  engaged  in  business  in  the 
West,  marrieil  Abi  A.  Cleveland,  of  Illinois 
in  1875,  and  has  two  sons. 

James  Allen  Nichols,  after  studying  medi- 
cine with  his  father  for  a  time,  pursued  a 
course  at  the  medical  deiiartment  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont  in  1882,  and  graduated 
from  the  Long  Island  Hospital  College  as  one 
of  the  honor  members  of  his  class  in  1883. 
He  practised  medicine  for  a  short  time  at 
Plattsburg,  after  which  he  took  a  Post-gradu- 
ate course  at  the  Medical  School  of  New  York 
City,  and  completed  his  professional  studies 
at  Hamburg,  Germany,  in  1886.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  practice  in  New  York  City  at  143 
W.  34th  Street. 

Charles  McKinstry  Nichols  graduated  from 
Amherst  College  with  the  class  of  1S85,  and 
became  an  expert  stenographer  and  court  re- 
porter in  Chicago.  In  1890  he  accepted  a 
position  with  the  Village  Real  Estate  and 
Loan  Association  of  Chicago,  and  in  1892 
was  elected  its  secretary,  which  office  he  now 
holds.  In  I  887  he  married  Mary  .S.  lulwards, 
of  Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  a  grand-daughter  of  Gus- 
tavus  Vassar  Edwards,  a  merchant  of  tliat 
village.  They  now  reside  at  their  own  home 
in  Chicago,    111. 


ROFESSOR       P:nWARD      JASON 
0\VI'2N,  superintendent  of  the  union 
schools  at  Ticonderoga,  Essex  County, 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  November 


28,  1836,  coming  from  honoretl  [xitriotic  stock 
and  from  excellent  English  anil  Welsh  ante- 
cedents. 

The  primogenitor  of  the  Owen  family  in 
this  country  was  John  Owen,  who  settled  at 
Pequonnock,  in  the  town  of  Windsor,  Conn., 
in  1640.  His  descendants  jjroved  themselves 
among  the  most  loyal  citizens  of  the  colonies, 
bravely  assisting  in  the  early  wars  and  in  the 
struggle  for  independence.  Nathaniel  Owen, 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  Professor, 
fought  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  giving 
up  his  life  while  a  soldier  at  I'ort  Edward, 
N.Y.;  and  his  brother  Alvah  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  In  the  following  century 
Hezekiah  Owen,  Professor  Owen's  grand- 
father, was  active  in  many  of  the  important 
engagements  of  the  War  of  1812;  while  his 
son,  Roger  L.,  who  inherited  the  military  zeal 
of  his  forefathers,  fought  in  the  Mexican  War, 
being,  unfortunately,  taken  prisoner. 

Hezekiah  Owen  was  born  September  i, 
1755,  at  Windsor,  Conn.;  but  after  his  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth  Thrall  he  settled  on  a 
farm  in  'Kingsboro,  l>"ulton  County,  this  State, 
where  they  reared  four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, their  son  John  Jason  being  father  of 
Professor  Edward  J.  Owen.  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
T.  Owen  died  on  January  9,  1836;  while  her 
husband  lived  until  July,  1854. 

John  Jason  Owen,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  whose 
birth  occurred  August  13,  1803,  was  a  man  of 
great  scholastic  culture,  prominent  in  literary, 
educational,  and  religious  circles.  After  his 
graduation  from  Middlebury  College  in  1828, 
he  attended  the  theological  seminary  at  An- 
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dover,  Mass.,  graduating  from  there  in  1831, 
and  on  Octoljcr  31  of  that  year  was  ordained 
by  the  Third  New  York  Presbyter}'.  From 
that  time  until  1835  '""^  ^^''is  Secretary  of  the 
Presbyterian  Educational  Society,  resigning 
his  position  to  become  Principal  of  the  Cor- 
nelius Institute  in  New  York  City,  remaining 
there  until  1849.  The  next  four  years  Dr. 
Owen  filled  the  chair  of  ancient  languages  at 
the  New  York  Free  College,  and  from  that 
time  until  1869  he  was  Vice-President  of  the 
college.  His  name  is  connected  with  many 
well-known  and  valuable  text-books  and  relig- 
ious works,  he  having  compiled  a  series  of 
Greek  readers,  and  translated  with  notes  many 
of  the  more  noted  Greek  classics,  including 
Xenophon's  Anabasis  and  Cyropasdia^  Thucyd- 
ides's  History,  and  Homer's  Iliad  and  Odys- 
sey, besides  publishing  an  English  commen- 
tary of  three  volumes  on  the  gospels  of 
Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  and  John.  On  Febru- 
ary II,  1832,  Dr.  Owen  wedded  Elizabeth 
Webb,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Webb,  of  (ireen's 
Farms,  Conn.,  the  children  of  their  union 
being  three  in  number,  two  of  whom,  a  son 
and  a  daughter,  died  in  infancy,  the  Pro- 
fessor being  the  only  one  that  grew  to  mature 
years. 

Edward  J.  Owen  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  New  York  in  1855  as  valedicto- 
rian of  his  class,  which  contained  many 
students  of  brilliant  intellectual  attainments. 
He  afterward  studied  law  in  the  city  of  his 
nativity,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  185S, 
and  to  practice  in  the  United  States  District, 
Circuit,  and  Supreme  Courts  at   Washington. 


He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
New  York  City,  being  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Owen,  Gray  &  Owen  until  1S69.  Two 
years  later  he  came  to  this  county  to  take 
charge  of  the  school  in  Moriah,  the  institution 
being  known  as  the  Sherman  Academy  from 
1873  until  1888,  receiving  its  endowment 
from  George  Sherman,  of  the  firm  of  Wither- 
bees  &  Sherman.  From  188S  until  1S91  I'ro- 
fessor  Owen  was  a  member  of  the  Essex  County 
School  Board;  and  since  1889  he  has  occupied 
his  present  responsible  position,  being  super- 
intendent of  the  Ticonderoga  schools,  in  addi- 
tion to  having  the  entire  management  of  the 
high  school,  whose  standard  of  excellence  in 
all  of  its  working  departments  stands  second 
to  no  school  of  its  grade  in  the  State.    • 

Professor  Owen  is  quite  prominent  in  ed- 
ucational circles,  having  served  for  several 
years  as  President  of  the  I':ssex  County 
Teachers'  Association  and  as  Vice-President 
of  the  New  York  Teachers'  Association. 
Among  his  publications  may  be  mentioned  a 
pamphlet  on  the  "Burial  of  Lord  Viscount 
Howe,"  whose  body  was  found  in  Ticonderoga, 
October  3,  1889,  this  work  having  commanded 
the  attention  of  such  men  as  the  late  F'rancis 
Parkman,  the  histcjrian.  Bishop  Doane,  of 
Albany,  and  Justice  Landon  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  all  of  whom  sent  letters  to  Professor 
Owen  acknowledging  their  belief  in  the  truth 
of  his  statements.  Socially,  the  Professor 
stands  high  among  the  Masons,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  Clinton  Lodge,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  of 
Jeru.salem  Chapter;  and  of  Cieur  de  Lion 
Commandery,    Knights  Templars. 
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Professor  lulward  J.  Owen  was  marrictl 
August  31,  1S65,  to  Miss  Alice  Roe,  of 
Westport,  N.Y.  She  was  born  on  the  farm 
of  her  futlier,  Dr.  Genest  M.  Roe,  in  the  town 
of  Monroe,  where  he  practised  medicine  for 
many  years.  Dr.  Roe  was  a  native  of  Ches- 
ter, Orange  County.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Goff,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Bloom- 
ingdale,  this  county.  Professor  and  Mrs. 
Owen  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  of 
whom,  a  son,  died  in  infancy,  and  one,  Genest 
Roe,  at  the  tender  age  of  five  years.  The  two 
children  living  are:  John  J.,  a  graduate  of  the 
Dartmouth  Medical  College,  and  now  practis- 
ing me<licine  in  Ticonderoga,  who  has  a  wife 
and  one  child,  Edward  J.,  Jr.;  and  Harry  E., 
junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Fot)te, 
Stokes  &  Owen  at  Port  Henry,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  Middlebury  College,  in  Vermont. 


/§> 


EORGE  HENRY  BECKWITH,  scn- 
\|^J_  ior  member  of  the  prominent  law 
firm  of  Heckwith  &  Botsford,  of  Plattslnirg, 
was  born  in  this  village,  July  26,  1835. 
'I'hrough  his  father,  (leorge  Mather  Heckwith, 
he  is  desceniletl  from  New  I'.ngland  Puritan 
stock,  his  ancestors  having  been  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts  Bay. 

Savage's  Genealogical  Dictionary  mentions 
Matthew  Beckwith  as  of  New  London,  Conn., 
in  1652  and  at  Hartford  in  1639.  He  died 
in  1681.  l'"rom  a  genealogical  work  "The 
Beckwiths,"  published  in  Albany,  we  learn 
that    Matthew    Beckwith    was    born    in    York- 


shire, England,  about  1610,  emigrated  about 
1635,  and  is  thought  to  have  tarried  for  a 
short  time  at  .Saybrook  Point.  Later  he  livctl 
at  New  London  and  Lyme.  His  grandson, 
the  Rev.  George  Beckwith,  born  at  Lyme  in 
1702,  graduated  at  Yale,  ordained  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Lyme  in  1730,  was  the  grand- 
father of  Dr.  ]5aruch  Beckwith,  who  was  the 
father  of  George  Mather,  above  named.  Dr. 
Baruch  Beckwith  married  Lucy  Mather,  a  de- 
scendant of  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  who 
came  to  Boston  in  1635,  and  was  the  ancestor 
of  Increase  and  Cotton  Mather. 

Through  his  mother  Mr.  George  H.  Beck- 
with is  descended  from  or  related  to  the  old 
Plattsburg  families  of  Platts,  Mooers,  Bailey, 
and  Miller,  she  being  a  grand-daughter  of 
Benjamin  Mooers,  who  served  all  through  the 
Revolutionary  War,  enlisting  when  only  six- 
teen years  old,  and  subsequently  did  good 
service  against  the  British  in  the  War  of 
18 1 2,  when  he  held  the  rank  of  Major-gen- 
eral. 

George  Mather  Beckwith  was  born  at  Lyme, 
Conn.,  June  27,  1805,  and  in  1810  came  with 
his  father.  Dr.  Baruch  Beckwith,  to  Beekman- 
town,  Clinton  County,  NA'.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  and  the  old 
Plattsburg  Academy,  where  he  prepared  for 
college.  In  1824  he  attended  school  at  La- 
colle,  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the 
French  language.  He  studied  metlicine  with 
his  father  and  with  Drs.  Moore  and  Jones,  of 
Plattsburg.  In  1828,  however,  he  relin- 
quished the  study  of  medicine  to  take  up  that 
of  law,  which  he  pursued  with   St.  John   B.  L. 
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Skinner,  then  a  prominent  lawyer  of  tliis  city, 
but  afterwanl,  by  appointment  of  President 
Lincoln,  Assistant  Postmaster-general  of  the 
United  States.  In  1832  Mr.  George  M.  Beck- 
with  was  admitted  as  an  attorney  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  solicitor  in  chancery,  hav- 
ing just  previously  been  appointed  Deputy 
County  Clerk.  On  the  death  of  Roswell  Wil- 
son in  1833,  he  succeeded  to  the  office  of 
Clerk,  remaining  in  charge  until  the  next 
election.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with 
William  Sweatland,  Esq.,  which  lasted  until 
1847,  and  was  subsequently  associated  in  the 
law  business  with  various  persons,  the  latest 
of  whom  were  his  two  sons,  George  Henry  and 
Benjamin  Moocrs. 

Though  not  a  professed  politician,  George 
M.  Beckwith  held  many  offices,  and  in  1840 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly  on  the  Whig 
ticket.  In  1864  he  was  ap])ointed  United 
States  Commissioner,  which  office  he  held  till 
1871,  when  he  was  elected  County  Judge  on 
the  Republican  ticket.  His  first  vote  was  cast 
in  1829  for  Andrew  Jackson;  but  he  was 
afterward  identified  with  the  Whigs  until  the 
formation  of  the  Republican  party,  when  he 
became  an  advocate  of  its  principles.  He  was 
an  active  worker  in  religious  circles,  and  was 
for  many  years  a  Trustee  and  Klder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  married  Hannah 
Elizabeth  Moocrs,  of  this  city,  on  February 
20,  1833,  and  tlieir  union  was  graced  with  four 
children,  namely;  George  Henry,  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch;  15enjamin  Mooers,  who 
died  in  1889;  Margaret  L.,  wife  of  John  W. 
Hubbeil,  of  Chazy;  and  Lucy  M.,  who  married 


Merritt    -Sowles,    now    President    of    the    l'"irst 
National  Bank  of  Plattsburg. 

George   II.  Beckwith  was   ])rcparcd   for   col- 
lege at  the  Plattsburg  Academy,  and  spent  his 
Freshman  year  at   Amherst   College.       After- 
ward he  entered  Williams  College,  where  he 
completed  his  course.     He  then  engaged  in  the 
study  of  law  with  the  firm  of   Beckwitii,  John- 
son  &    Weed,    and    also   at    the    Albany    Law 
School.      He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i860, 
and  soon  after  became  a  member  of  the  old 
firm  of  Beckvviths  &  Johnson.      After  the  dis- 
solution of  this  firm  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John- 
son, Mr.  Beckwith  was  in  business  with  differ- 
ent prominent  members  of  the  Clinton  County 
bar.      Among    the    partnerships    thus    formed 
were  those  of  G.  M.  Beckwith   &   Sons,  Beck- 
vviths   &    Dobie,    Beckwiths    &     Ridley,    and 
Beckwith,  liarnard  &  Wheeler.      Since  March, 
1892,  Mr.  Beckwith  has   been   associated  with 
E.  F.    Botsford.      This    firm   has   an   extensive 
and  varied  practice,  its  members  being  among 
the  leading  lawyers  of  Clinton  County.     Their 
offices  on  Court-house  Square  occupy  an  en- 
tire building,  which  stands  on  the  site  of  "the 
old  log  cabin."      In  these  offices  Mr.  Beckwith 
first    studied    law,    and    has   successfully    [jrac- 
tiscd  his  profession  ever  since. 

In  September,  i860,  Mr.  Beckwith  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emeroy  E. 
Vilas,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel  V.  Vilas. 
They  had  five  cliildren,  namel)':  Anna  S.,  wife 
of  Edmund  .Seymour,  ol  tlie  firm  of  Seymour, 
Barto  &  Co.,  bankers  ami  bond  brokers  of 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  and  35  Wall  Street,  New 
York;    Grace,     wife    of    Henry     W.      Bliss, 
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of  the  firm  of  dishing,  I^liss  &  Co.,  Boston; 
Samuel  \'ilas,  who  was  grachiated  from  Will- 
iams College  in  iSgo,  studied  law  at  Columbia 
Law  School  and  with  his  father,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1892,  l)eing  now  with  the 
firm  of  Dill,  Seymour  &  Kellogg,  27  and  29 
Pine  Street,  New  York  City;  Harriet  E.  and 
Margaret  Sowles,  who  reside  at  home  with 
their  father. 

In  politics  Mr.  Beckwith  has  been  a  thor- 
ough Republican.  Although  not  a  pro- 
fessed politician,  he  has  been  District  At- 
torney of  Clinton  County,  and  ])crformcd  the 
duties  of  the  office  about  six  years.  He  de- 
clined renomination  on  account  of  poor  health, 
caused  by  overwork,  and  in  order  to  give  his 
whole  attention  to  civil  practice.  He  has 
never  refused  to  do  any  needed  work  for  his 
party,  having  spent  some  time  on  the  stump 
in  Clinton  and  adjoining  counties  during  each 
Presidential  campaign  for  many  years.  For 
about  twenty-five  years  he  has  been  an  Elder 
and  Trustee  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
a  member  of  the  Academy  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Plattsburg; 
and  he  is  a  Trustee  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Old  Ladies'  Home  of  Plattsburg. 


"ENRY  L.  CARPENTER,  an  enter- 
[jrising  farmer  of  AJtona,  also  en- 
;aged  as  a  salesman  for  'I'rombley 
Brothers,  was  born  in  Paris,  France,  January 
21,  1S67,  son  of  Joseph  E.  and  Aglae  (Benoit) 
Carpenter. 

Henry    J.    Carpenter,    or    according    to    the 


French  orthography  Charpentier,  the  father  of 
Joseph  E.,  was  a  farmer  of  the  middle  class  in 
I'^rance,  and  had  charge  of  several  farms.  He 
married  Miss  Harriet  Gremoin,  who  bore  him 
a  son  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  the  son 
and  two  of  the  daughters  lived  to  maturity. 
Their  father  died  at  si.\ty-three  years  of  age, 
and  their  mother  in  1S67  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-si.x  years. 

The  son,  Joseph  E.  Carpenter,  was  born 
September  3,  1807,  at  Pommense,  Department 
of  Seine-et-Marne,  France.  Like  his  father, 
he  became  a  large  farmer,  and  as  a'  result  of 
good  management  he  had  acquired  a  goodly 
property:  but  at  the  time  of  the  Franco-Ger- 
man War  he  lost  nearly  all  his  possessions. 
In  the  hope  of  retrieving  his  fortunes  he  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  superintendent  of  large 
farming  operations  in  Canada,  Init  upon  his 
arrival  things  did  not  prove  as  represented; 
and  a  year  later,  in  August,  1872,  he  came  to 
Altona  with  his  wife  and  a  son  and  daughter. 
When  he  arrived,  his  funds  were  so  reduced 
that  he  had  but  a  dollar  in  his  pocket.  He 
worked  by  the  day  for  a  time;  and  in  1873  he 
purchased  a  small  farm,  whereon  he  engaged 
in  market  gardening,  and  eventually  became 
possessed  of  a  snug  little  home.  He  died  De- 
cember 1 1,  1888,  and  his  wife  on  May  9,  1894, 
at  seventy-three  years  of  age.  Both  were  de- 
vout Catholics  and  educated,  intelligent  people. 
The  father  was  a  fine  penman,  and  the  mother 
tauglit  I'rench  after  coming  to  Altona.  Their 
children  were:  Henry  L.  Carpenter;  Harriet, 
the  wife  of  James  Curtis,  of  Brandon,  N.Y.; 
and  three  daughters  who  reside  in  France. 
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Menry  L.  Carpenter  was  an  attendant  of  the 
schools  of  Altona  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
acquiring;  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mon branches  of  stud)'.  He  then  worked  with 
and  for  his  father  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
old,  when  in  1886  he  returned  to  Paris,  called 
there  by  the  death  of  a  wealthy  aunt,  who  left 
the  family  a  sum  of  money.  In  the  spring  of 
1887  he  returned  to  Altona;  and  he  shortly 
after  entered  the  Albany  Business  College, 
where  he  took  a  three  months'  course,  and 
graduated  in  the  commercial  class.  He  then 
came  back  to  the  farm  for  about  a  year;  and 
in  December,  1889,  he  secured  a  position 
with  Trombley  Brothers,  in  whose  emplny  he 
has  since  been  engaged,  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  the  firm.  Since  his 
father's  death  he  has  had  charge  of,  and  now 
owns,  the  home  farm,  to  which  he  has  added 
some  three  hundred  acres  of  adjoining  lands, 
and  now  lives  in  the  large  and  comfortable 
house  which  he  erected  in  1894.  On  Janu- 
ary 13,  1893,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lena  Burrell,  a  daughter  of  Josejih  l?ur- 
rell,  of  this  place.  They  have  buried  an  in- 
fant daughter,  and  have  one  son  living  — 
Henry  J.  Carpenter,  born  April  7,   1895. 

In  politics  Mr.  Carpenter  is  a  Republican. 
During  the  administration  of  President  Harri- 
son he  was  Postmaster  of  Altona,  and  is  now 
Assistant  Postmaster.  In  March,  1891,  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  serving  luitil 
January  i,  1S96;  and  in  March,  1895,  he  was 
re-elected  for  a  second  term  of  four  years. 
lie  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  are  active  members  of 
the  Catholic  church. 


-S^OHN  W.  WHITEHEAD,  whose  death 
occurred  on  March  6,  18S6,  at  Port 
Henry,  N.Y.,  was  born  on  August  31, 
1848,  at  lilizabeth,  N.J.,  where  his  father. 
Smith  W.  Whitehead,  is  a  prominent  druggist 
and  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  that  place.  He 
married  Joanna  T.,  daughter  of  luios  Wood- 
ruff, of  P^lizabeth:  and  they  reared  two  chil- 
dren —  John  W.  and  Sarah  C. 

Having  acciuired  his  education  in  his  native 
town,  John  W.  Whitehead,  who  was  an  active 
lad  of  keen  percejitions  and  quick  intelligence, 
possessing  a  remarkably  retentive  memory, 
left  school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  to  enter 
the  large  wholesale  house  of  Russell  &  I^rwin, 
hardware  merchants  in  New  York  City.  He 
began  work  in  a  lowly  capacity,  but  with  a 
good  will  and  desire  to  learn,  his  diligence 
and  general  ai)titude  attracting  the  attention 
of  his  employers;  and  he  was  promoted  from 
time  to  time  until  he  became  buyer  for  the 
firm.  After  ten  years  in  their  service  Mr. 
Whitehead  in  1873  came  to  Port  Henry,  to 
enter  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Charles.  W 
Richards  in  the  hardware  business,  the  firm 
name  being  Richards  &  Whitehead.  After 
three  )-ears'  time  the  firm  dissolved,  the  junior 
partner  continuing  the  business  alone  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Whitehead  was  very  successful  in  his 
career,  and  was  a  cons]5icuous  figure  in  finan- 
cial, political,  social,  and  religious  circles  of 
this  jiart  of  the  State.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  Supervisor,  an  office  which  he 
had  been  filling  for  two  or  three  terms;  while 
for  ten  years  he  had  been  Treasurer  of  the  vil- 
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lage.  He  was  active  in  the  interests  of  the 
fire  department,  being  a  member  of  the  en- 
gine company,  and  was  in  high  standing  in 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  the  Morn- 
ing Sun  T.odge,  No.  142,  of  Port  Henry,  being 
Master  of  the  Lodge;  to  the  Cedar  Point 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  No.  269,  also 
of  Port  Henry;  to  the  De  Soto  Commandery, 
Knights  Teni])lars,  of  Plattsburg:  and  to  the 
Oriental  Shrine  of  Troy.  He  was  likewise 
Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Tliirteenth  Ma- 
sonic District,  which  has  jurisdiction  over 
the  four  comities  of  Warren,  Clinton,  Essex, 
and  Washington. 

Mr.  Whitehead  was  an  earnest  Christian 
throughout  his  mature  life,  having  united  with 
the  Presbyterian  church  when  but  fifteen  years 
of  age,  his  interest  in  the  religious  and  moral 
advancement  of  the  town  never  flagging.  He 
was  zealous  in  church  work,  being  Treasurer 
and  clerk  of  the  society  for  many  years,  and 
was  ever  faithful  to  the  interests  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. He  was  of  a  pleasant  counte- 
nance, courteous  and  agreeable  in  manner, 
naturally  kind-hearted  ami  public-spirited, 
winning  the  affection  and  admiration  of  all 
who  knew  him.  The  business  houses  of  Port 
Henry  were  closed  on  the  day  of  his  funeral, 
which  was  attended  by  some  three  hundred  or 
more  of  his  friends;  and  resolutions  of  con- 
dolence and  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  fam- 
ily were  passed  by  the  different  Lodges  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  His  body  was  es- 
corted to  its  last  resting-place  by  the  G.  R. 
Sherman  Fire  luigine  Company,  the  Albert 
Hose  Company,  the  William    Finn    Hook   and 


Ladder  Company,  the  Little  Giant  Engine 
Company,  and  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  this 
town. 

On  June  22,  1871,  Mr.  Whitehead  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Roe, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Genest  M.  Roe,  of  Monroe, 
Orange  County,  an  extended  sketch  of  whose 
life  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Tlieir 
home  circle  was  gradually  enlarged  by  the 
birth  of  four  children  —  John,  Elizalieth, 
George,  and  Mary.  John  was  educated  at  the 
union  free  school  at  Port  Henry,  later  con- 
tinuing his  studies  at  the  Stevens  Institute  at 
Hoboken,  and  is  at  present  a  draughtsman  in 
the  Illinois  Steel  Works  at  Chicago,  the  firm 
employing  some  five  thousand  men;  Elizabeth 
is  now  a  student  at  the  Lynden  Hall  Seminary 
at  Poughkeepsie. 


^JON.  ANDREW  WILLIAMS,  one  of 
the  best-known  and  most  esteemed 
men  in  Northern  New  York,  having 
been  prominently  identified  with  its  business, 
religious,  and  political  affairs  for  upward  of 
twoscorc  years,  was  born  at  Ormiston,  P.Q., 
Canada,  August  27,  1S28.  His  father, 
Robert  Williams,  it  is  thought  was  born  in 
England,  of  Welsh  ancestry.  He  emigrated 
to  Canada  when  a  young  man,  becoming  one. 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Ormiston,'  where  he 
secured  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  from  which 
he  redeemed  a  good  farm,  residing  there  until 
his  death  in  1831.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  was  left  a 
widow    wlien    a   comparatively   young    woman. 
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with  eleven  children  to  look  after,  Andrew, 
the  youngest,  being  but  three  years  of  age. 

Andrew  Williams  remained  with  his  mother, 
•  attending  school  and  assisting  in  the  farm 
labors  until  fourteen  years  old,  when  he  began 
the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account.  Mak- 
ing his  way  down  the  Chateaugay  River  on  a 
raft  of  logs  to  Caughnawaga,  he  there  crossed 
the  river  in  a  bateau  to  Lachine,  where  he 
was  employed  for  a  few  months  in  a  bakery. 
Going  thence  to  Montreal,  he  was  engaged  as 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  that  city  three 
years.  He  was  next  employed  for  a  time  at 
Champlain  as  book-keeper  for  a  contractor  on 
the  Ogdensburg  &  Lake  Champlain  Railway. 
After  that  he  worked  two  years  for  Pliny 
Moore  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  and  sub- 
sequently sailed  on  the  lakes  one  season.  In 
1852  he  came  to  Plattsburg,  and  for  a  year 
and  a  half  held  the  position  of  clerk  in  the 
office  of  Amasa  C.  Moore.  Going  thence  to 
IClsinore  to  take  charge  of  the  forges  and  the 
saw-mill  interests  of  Mr.  Moore,  he  continued 
in  his  employ  until  December,  1S55,  when 
he  embarked  in  the  iron  business  on  his  own 
account,  and  likewise  opened  a  store  of  gen- 
eral merchandise  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Willftims  continued  in  his  business  in 
Elsinore  for  ten  years,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  engaged  in  various  other  lucrative  enter- 
prises. F"rom  1863  until  1865  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  O.  A.  Burden  and  J.  M.  and 
V.  P.  Noyes  in  the  manufacture  of  nails 
at  the  Clinton  I'rison  in  Dannemora,  they 
having  the  contract  for  the  pris(jn  labor.  In 
1873,    in   company   with   the   Hon.    Smith    M. 


Weed,  Mr.  Williams  jiurchased  the  Chateau- 
gay  mine  at  Lion  Mountain,  which  provetl  a 
profitable  investment.  In  addition  to  the  iron 
business  lie  has  also  been  engaged  at  different 
times  in  the  lumber  trade  and  in  the  manu- 
facture of  horseshoe  nails  and  wagons.  In  1 88  i 
Mr.  Williams  sold  his  business  to  the  Cha- 
teaugay Ore  and  Iron  Company,  and  the  same 
year  organized  the  Iron  National  Bank  of  Platts- 
burg, of  which  he  was  elected  its  President, 
continuing  in  that  office  seven  years  thereafter. 

In  April,  1856,  Mr.  Williams  was  united 
in  wedlock  with  Sarah  A.  Signor,  a  native  of 
Clinton  County,  a  daughter  of  Philip  W.  and 
Irene  Signor.  I'our  children  were  born  of 
their  union,  namely:  L'lizabeth,  now  the  wife 
of  George  H.  Webb;  Sarah  J.,  who  married 
W.  J.  Carmichacl;  Andrew  Frederick,  who 
married  Martha  L.  Collins;  and  Mary  IC, 
who  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Williams  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  advancing  tlie 
cause  of  religion  in  liis  community;  and  bolli 
he  and  his  wife  are  valued  memljcrs  of  the 
Methodist  JCpiscopal  churcli,  in  which  lie 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  .Sunday-school 
for  twenty  years,  being  at  the  present  time 
one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  ])olitics  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  John  C.  P'remont,  and  has  since  been  lo\al 
to  the  interests  of  the  Rciniblican  party.  l'"or 
two  years  Mr.  Williams  represented  Danne- 
mora on  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  lias 
represented  Plattsburg  in  a  similar  capacity  for 
a  long  time,  being  a  citizen  of  i)uijlic  s])irit 
and  a  man  of  good  judgment  in  matters  affect- 
ing the  common  weal.      In  1874  he  was  elected 
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to  Congress,  and  tluriiii;"  that  term  he  served 
on  tiie  Committee  of  the  Revolutionary  and 
tlic  War  of  1812  Pensioners.  In  1876  he  was 
re-eleetcd  to  the  same  higli  position,  servint;' 
al)ly  and  faithfully  the  interests  of  his  constit- 
uents, Ijeing  on  the  Committee  of  Post-offices 
and  Post  Roads.  In  1880  Mr.  Williams  was 
one  of  the  Presidential  Electors  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  cast  his  vote  for  James  A. 
Garfield.  He  was  elected  County  Treasurer 
in  1890,  and  re-elected  in  1893,  his  good  busi- 
ness methods  and  his  undoubted  integrity 
rendering  him  a  most  desirable  and  worthy 
official.  Since  1889  he  has  been  superin- 
tendent of  the  water  works  of  Plattslnirg,  and 
for  the  jiast  thirty  years  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Hoard  of  lulucation,  and  has  largely  as- 
sisted in  raising  the  standard  (if  the  schools 
and  imijroving  the  school  system. 


(^^•'NA.S  LOEH,  an  enterprising  merchant 
of  'I'iconderoga,  N.Y. ,  dealing  in  dry 
goods,  boots,  shoes,  and  clothing,  has 
won  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  solid  liusiness 
men  of  the  county  and  a  citizen  of  intelli- 
gence and  public  spirit.  lie  was  horn  in  1840 
in  tjermany,  near  P'rankfort,  where  his  father, 
I,.  I.oeb,  for  many  years  a  prosjierous  mer- 
chant, died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years, 
leaving  seven  children.  The  eldest  son, 
Abram,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1855, 
locating  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  where  he  estab- 
lished himself  as  a  merchant,  lixing  there 
until  his  death  in   1889. 

Jonas      Loeb,     profiting     b\'      the      thorough 


methods  of  instruction  in  the  German  schools, 
accpiired  a  substantial  education,  leaving 
school  when  fifteen  years  old  to  leaiai  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  at  which  he  served  a  five  years' 
apprenticeship.  Coming  to  America  in  1862, 
he  stocked  a  pack  in  New  York  Cit}',  using 
a  small  portion  of  his  money,  and  for  the  ne.\t 
two  years  peddled  his  wares  throughout  Esse.x 
County.  Meeting  with  good  success,  Mr. 
Locb  then  purchased  a  horse  and  wagon,  with 
which  he  continued  his  business  on  a  larger 
scale  for  ten  years.  In  1873,  deciding  to 
settle  permanently,  he  started  his  present 
business,  shortly  after  the  great  fire  erecting 
his  fine  store,  in  which  he  began  with  a 
moderate  stock.  P'rom  time  to  time  he  has 
enlarged  his  operations,  now  having  a  full 
assortment  of  his  line  of  goods,  in  which  he 
has  built  up  a  large  and  satisfactory  trade, 
his  business  sagacity  winning  him  customers 
throughout  this  and  the  surrounding  towns. 
In  addition  to  his  store  Mr.  Loeb  owns  other 
valuable  property  in  Ticonderoga.  In  his 
political  views  an  independent,  bound  b\'  no 
party  ties,  he  was  elected  on  the  Union 
ticket  as  a  Village  Trustee. 

In  1875  Mr.  Loeb  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Chlotilda  Gross,  who  was  born  in  Alsace, 
Gernianv,  near  .Strasburg,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  early  maidenhood.  Unto  him  and  his 
wife  five  children  have  been  born,  of  whom  one, 
the  only  son,  died  in  infancy.  The  four  daugh 
ters  are  li\ing,  their  time  as  yet  having  been 
mostly  devoted  tn  stud)',  the  three  elder  being 
well  advanced  in  the  jxiths  of  higher  learning 
open  to  yoimg  women  of  the  present  day. 
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jT^AJOR    JOHN    LYNDE   CARTER, 

of     riattsburg-,    Clinton    County, 
N.  v.,    an    officer  of    the    Union 
army    in    the    Civil     War,    was    born    in     this 


town,    December  27,    i  cS 


.V- 


He    is    a   son    of 


Samuel  and  Charlotte  (Lynde)  Carter,  and  be- 
longs to  a  family  well  and  favorably  known  in 
riattsburg  for  over  eighty  years,  his  father 
having  settled  here  in  1S16. 

Samuel  Carter  was  a  native  of  Canterbury, 
Conn.,  and  was  a  shoemaker  and  tanner  by 
trade.  In  company  with  his  brother  Luther 
he  established  a  tannery  in  Plattsburg,  where 
a  thriving  business  was  carried  on  for  many 
years,  first  by  the  two  brothers,  and,  after  tlie 
decease  of  Luther,  by  Samuel  alone,  who  was 
in  active  business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  Samuel 
Carter  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children  —  Luther  S.,  James  H.,  John  L. , 
Elizabeth,  Julia,  Charlotte,  and  Frances. 

John  Lynde  Carter  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  ami  the  academy 
of  Platt-sburg.  In  i  <S54  he  went  to  JCllenburg 
to  take  a  po.sition  as  clerk  in  the  geneial  store 
and  lumber  business  of  Marshall  &  Carter. 
The  junior  member  of  the  firm,  who  was  a 
brother  of  John  L. ,  severed  his  connection 
with  the  enterprise  in  1859,  and  the  latter 
took  his  place,  the  name  of  the  firm  then  be- 
coming A.  S.  Marshall  &  Co.  This  associa- 
tion continued  harmoniously  until  1868,  when 
Mr.  Marshall  died.  iVIr.  Carter  i>urchased  his 
interest,  and  shortly  after  admitted  to  partner- 
shi])  Mr.  I'"reeman  Vilas,  who  was  actively 
concerned  in  the   business   for   twelve  years,  or 


till  1880,  when  he  sold  out  to  Major  Cartel'. 
Since  then  the  latter  has  been  sole  proprietor 
of  the  Inisiness. 

Major  Carter,  as  before  mentioned,  is  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  his  empt}-  sleeve 
testifying  eloquently  to  his  bravery  at  the  time 
of  his  country's  peril.  In  1S62,  leaving  his 
business  to  the  care  of  his  partner,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, he  accei)ted  the  commission,  dated 
August  29,  1862,  of  first  Lieutenant  fif  Com- 
pany B,  One  Hundred  and  I-lightecnth  Regi- 
ment of  New  York  V^ilunteers,  and  went  to 
the  front.  On  July  9,  i86j,  he  was  commis- 
sioned Adjutant,  to  fill  the  [dace  of  Adjutant 
Pruyn,  who  was  [iromoted  to  the  rank  of  Major. 
He  was  in  service  some  two  years,  taking  part 
in  some  of  the  most  desijerate  engagements 
of  the  war,  including  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  the 
battle  of  Permuda  Huntlred,  South  Anna 
Bridge,  Va.,  and  the  battle  of  Drewry's  Bluff, 
May  16,  1864.  At  Drewry's  Bluff  he  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound  in  the  arm,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  and  incarcerated  in  Libby 
Prison,  where  on  the  following  day  his  arm 
was  aminitated,  and  where  he  spent  four 
weary  months,  the  horrors  of  his  term  of 
durance  being  greatly  augmented  by  liis 
wound.  August  22,  1864,  he  was  parcded ; 
and  he  was  finally  sent  to  Annapolis,  where 
he  received  an  honorable  discharge,  Ocloi)er 
II,  1864.  March  13,  1865,  he  was  brevetted 
Captain  and  Major,  his  commission  stating 
that  this  rank  was  bestowed  upon  him  "for 
gallantry  in  action  at  Drewry's  Bluff  antl  for 
long  and   meritorious  services." 

Novendier  9,   1871,  Major  Carter  was   united 
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in   marriage  with    Eliza   A.   Sherman,  daughter 
of  Ikntley  R.   Sherman,  of  Plattsbiirg. 

A  Rejuiblican  in  politics,  iMajor  Carter 
takes  no  active  jiart  in  the  plans  of  the  party, 
having  no  desire  for  public  office.  He  is  not 
a  club  man,  belonging  to  but  one  social  organ- 
ization, the  Loyal  Legion,  whose  member- 
ship is  limited  to  officers  of  the  late  war. 
Naturally  modest  and  retiring,  he  is  very  re- 
served u|)on  his  war  record;  and  it  is  only 
through  the  testimony  of  others  that  an  idea 
is  gained  of  his  gallanlry  and  his  sufferings 
during  the  period  of  his  military  service. 


GVf^  lICIIMCL      JOHN       SMITH       .wd 
IpI      martin      a.      SMITH,     of    the 

firm  of  Smith  ]?rothers,  widely 
and  favorably  known  as  extensive  and  ]iros- 
perous  merchants  of  Plattslnn-g,  are  natives  of 
Clintonville,  Clinton  County,  Michael  J.  hav- 
ing been  born  December  lo,  i<S4(j,  and  the 
junior  memlier  of  the  firm  some  two  years  later, 
in   I S 5  1 . 

Their  father,  Thomas  Smith,  the  eldest  of 
two  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Smith,  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Liskey, 
County  Sligo,  Ireland,  and  when  a  l)oy  ten 
years  old  was  left  without  a  father's  care. 

He  married  Nellie  Handlcy,  of  Ireland,  and 
a  few  years  later  came  to  America,  settling 
in  Clintonville  in  1848,  and  there  engaging 
in  tlu'  iron  business,  in  which  he  continueil 
until  his  decease,  November  10,  1876.  Of 
the  ten  children  born  to  him  and  his  wife, 
seven    grew    to    maturity;     namely,     Mary  !£., 


Anna,  Michael  J.,  Martin  A.,  Ella  M.,  Wini- 
fred E.,  and  Thomas  P.  Mary  I'",  became 
a  Sister  of  the  Society  of  St.  Joseph,  at 
Troy,  N.Y.,  when  twenty-six  years  old, 
afterward  becoming  Mother  Sujierior  of  St. 
Bernard's  Convent  of  Cohoes,  N.^^,  and 
li\dng  a  religious  life  until  her  death,  Octo- 
ber ig,  1885. 

Thomas  P.  Smith,  who  comjilctcd  his  cdu 
cation  at  the  Plattsburg  Academy,  was  em- 
ployed as  a  clerk  in  his  brother's  store  until 
1885,  when  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Post- 
master, holding  that  position  till  August  4, 
18S7.  He  then  accepted  the  apijointment  of 
Clerk  of  the  Indian  Agency  at  San  Carlos, 
Ind.  Ter. ,  remaining  there  until  April, 
1 888,  when  he  was  jiromoted  to  the  jKisition 
of  Agent  of  the  Osage  Indian  Agency,  remain- 
ing until  the  change  in  the  administration 
in  July,  1S89,  He  subsecjuently  removed 
to  CTUthrie,  Ok.  Ter.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business  and  became 
prominent  in  political  affairs,  being  President 
of  the  Comanche  Club,  a  Democratic  organ- 
ization. On  the  return  of  that  party  to  power 
in  189^,  he  was  appointed  Indian  Inspector, 
afterward  being  jiromoted  to  S]iecial  Indian 
Aiient.  This  office  he  held  until  January, 
1895,  when  he  was  made  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  at  Washington,  D.C. 

Michael  J.  .Smith,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  -Smith  Brothers,  attended  the  graded 
schools  of  Clintonville  until  seventeen  years 
of  age,  when  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Peru 
-Steel  and  Iron  Company.  Beginning  as  an 
office  boy,  by  dint  of   close  aiijilication  to  busi- 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


2^9 


iiess  he  rose  step  by  step  until  he  was  ap- 
liointed  head  book-keeper  and  cashier  of  a  firm 
that  had  control  of  ore  mines  and  the  manu- 
facture of  bloom  iron  and  other  business  inter- 
ests, also  having  charge  of  the  office.  He 
remained  with  this  company  seventeen  years. 
In  1875  he  entered  into  jiartnershii)  with  his 
brother,  Martin  A.,  under  their  present  firm 
name,  and  establishd  a  business  in  hats,  furs, 
and  gentlemen's  furnishing  goods  at  6"]  Mar- 
garet Street,  in  1S81  removing  to  the  store 
that  they  are  now  in.  Martin  managed  the 
store,  while  M.  J.  attended  to  the  office 
duties,  continuing  thus  until  the  Peru  Steel 
and  Iron  Company  went  into  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver, in  1883.  Michael  then,  on  account 
of  ill  health,  resulting  from  the  long  confine- 
ment in  the  office,  was  obliged  to  seek  renewed 
strength  in  a  sea  voyage  to  the  Bermudas.  Re- 
turning to  Plattsburg  he  has  since  devoted  his 
time  to  the  advancement  of  his  business  inter- 
ests. He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Vilas  Na- 
tional Bank  and  in  the  Iron  National  Bank. 

Martin  A.  Smith,  having  completed  his 
school  life,  entered  the  store  of  the  I'eru 
Steel  and  Iron  Com[)any  at  Clintonville  as  a 
clerk,  leaving  that  i)lace  at  the  end  of  three 
years  to  take  a  jiosition  in  Boynton's  dry-goods 
store.  Two  years  later  he  came  to  Plattsburg 
to  engage  with  Hathaway  &  Son,  merchant 
tailors,  as  a  travelling  salesman;  and  after  four- 
years'  experience  in  this  line  he  resigned,  to 
form  a  iiartnershiji  with  his  brother,  as  above 
noted.  Their  success  has  far  exceeded  their 
expectations,  and  Smith  Brothers  have  from 
time  to  time  been  compelled  to  make  additions 


to  their  business.  I'rom  dealing  in  furs  of  all 
kinds  their  business  has  gradually  develoiiecl 
into  the  manufacture  of  fur  garments  for  men 
and  women,  in  which  they  employ  a  number 
of  hands,  including  a  practical  furi'ier  antl 
expeit  pattern  cutter,  their  twenty  years'  ex- 
perience enabling  them  to  be  competent  juilges 
of  the  wants  of  their  customers.  Being  also 
in  direct  communication  with  the  sources  of 
supply  in  the  Adirondacks  and  in  Canada,  they 
have  an  immense  advantage  over  tlieir  more 
distant  rivals  in  procuring  fine  furs  for  the 
trade.  This  enter|)rising  firm  deals  also  in 
leather  goods,  as  trunks,  bags,  bocjts,  and 
shoes. 

Martin  A.  Smith  married  Miss  Celia  O.  .St. 
Louis,  of  Plattsburg,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  six  interesting  children;  namely,  Evelina 
C,  Thomas  H.,  William  J.,  Maud  W., 
Olive  A.,  and  Mary  M.  Mr.  Martin  A. 
Smith  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Vilas 
National  Bank.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Citizens'  Hose  Company  and  of  the  Hook 
and  Ladder  Company  since  1876,  and  belongs 
to  the  Gibbons  Institute.  He  is  a  stanch 
advocate  of  the  principles  <if  the  Democratic 
jiarty,  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic organization  of  this  county.  Michael 
is  likewise  prominent  in  ])olitical  circles,  and 
has  been  Treasurer  of  the  Democratic  County 
Committee  for  three  years.  Smith  Binthers 
have  received  from  the  Clinton  County  Agri- 
cultural Society  each  year  since  188S  the 
highest  award  for  the  finest  display  and  best 
quality  of  furs.  The  business  career  of  these 
gentlemen  has  been  honorable  from  the  outset, 
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having  been  marked  by  honest  and  upright 
dealing  in  all  transactions,  thns  winning  the 
confidence  and  [latronage  of  tlie  public. 


,\CAi/ILLIAM  COOK,  long  well  known  as 
an  extensive  land-owner  and  saga- 
cious business  man  of  Ticonderoga,  Essex 
County,  N.V. ,  died  on  April  12,  i  S92.  The 
Cook  homestead  is  now  occupied  by  his  widow, 
I\Irs.  C'aroline  Moses  Cook,  a  woman  much 
respected  for  many  excellent  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind,  and  her  son,  William  Augustus 
Cook,  who  attends  to  the  management  of  the 
estate. 

Mr.  Cook  was  of  stanch  New  ]{ngland  ances- 
tr)',  his  father,  William  Cook,  Sr. ,  having 
been  born  I'Y'bruary  3,  17S-2,  probably  in  Con- 
necticut, being  the  son  of  Samuel,  who  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  December  31,  1758. 
Samuel  Cook  was  a  veteran  of  the  Revolution, 
serving  as  Sergeant  and  Quartermaster,  and 
known  as  a  man  of  great  bravery.  He  mai'ried 
I'olly  Wright,  who  was  born  September  i, 
1763,  in  .Shoi'eham,  \'t.,  and  they  had  eight 
childien,  namely;  William;  Wyllis;  Charles; 
Warren;  Mary;  Sally;  Samuel,  Jr.;  and 
.Sally,  second.  About  1800  Samuel  Cook  and 
his  wife  settled  at  I-"rienils  Point,  being  among 
the  first  to  locate  in  that  vicinity.  The  grand- 
mother was  a  woman  of  remarkable  intelli- 
gence and  ability,  managing  her  domestic 
affairs  with  skill  and  giving  wise  counsel  to 
her  husband,  who  heeded  her  advice,  acknowl- 
edging her  valuable  assistance  in  laying  the 
foundation    for    the    large    Cook    estate.      -She 


was  skilled  in  all  the  arts  of  the  housewife, 
being  an  exjjcrt  at  the  spinning-wheel  and 
loom,  Mrs.  Cook  having  now  in  her  possession 
linen  pillow  cases  that  she  wove  and  made,  the 
stitching  and  hemming  being  very  fine,  and 
remnants  of  linen  ticking  more  than  a  cen- 
tury old.  Mrs.  Polly  Wright  Cook  died  in 
1843,  surviving  her  husband,  who  died  in 
July,   1819. 

William,  Sr. ,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
War  of  1812,  was  a  lifelong  farmer,  being 
among  the  leading  agricidturists  of  this  vicin- 
ity. He  married  Sophia  Morse,  a  daughter  of 
Isaac  Morse,  another  pioneer  of  this  part  of 
New  York;  and  they  settled  at  the  I'oint, 
where  they  engaged  in  general  farming,  living 
there  until  after  the  birth  of  their  three  elder 
children.  In  181 8  they  removed  to  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Cook,  still,  however, 
retaining  their  other  home.  He  became  the 
owner  of  vast  tracts  of  land,  leaving  to  his  son 
William  some  seventeen  hundred  acres,  of 
which  five  lumber  lots  have  been  sold,  Mrs. 
Cook  still  paying  taxes  on  one  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres.  William,  .Sr., 
and  Sophia  Cook  reared  five  children,  the  fol- 
lowing being  their  record :  Andrew  Jackson 
resides  in  Ticonderoga;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of 
Chauncey  Balcom,  lives  at  Rosendale,  I'^ond 
du  Lac  County,  Wis.,  both  being  past  eighty 
years  of  age;  Sophia,  widow  of  William 
Smith,  formerly  of  Hague,  N. Y. ,  resides  at 
Waukesha,  Wis.  ;  William  Warren  died  in  his 
twenty-first  year;  and  Da])hne  married  James 
Craig,  of  Putnam,  and  settled  in  Detroit, 
Mich.,     where    she   died    Sejitember    7,     1895. 
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After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  in  1829,  the 
father  was  again  married,  but  by  his  second 
union  had    no  children.      He   lived  until   1852. 

In  1847,  in  the  month  of  September,  Will- 
iam Cook  was  united  in  marriage  with  Caro- 
line II.  Moses,  a  native  of  Ticonderoga,  then 
in  her  seventeenth  year.  Mrs.  Cook  is  a 
daughter  of  Augustus  and  Calista  (Harvey) 
Moses,  the  mother  being  of  Massachusetts 
birth,  the  father  a  native  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State.  She  was  born  on  her  father's 
farm,  two  miles  north  of  where  she  is  now  liv- 
ing, on  December  24,  1830,  and  is  one  of  a 
family  of  four  children.  Her  sister,  Sarah 
Jane  Moses,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
She  has  one  brother,  Henry  Harvey  Moses, 
who  lives  near  here;  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Mary 
I'^lizabeth  Shattuck. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  became  the  parents  of 
two  children  —  a  son,  William  Augustus,  an 
unmarried  man,  above  mentioned ;  and  a 
daughter,  Carrie  Calista,  who  married  Will- 
iam H.  Caulkins,  of  Fort  Miller,  and  died 
here  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  }ears. 
Mr.  Cook  was  a  sound  Kepiiblican  in  politics 
antl  a  man  of  u|)right  character,  possessing 
eminent  business  ability,  and  everywhere  re- 
spected for  his  manly  integrity.  Mrs.  Cook 
is  a  conscientious  Christian  and  an  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  church. 


iHARLES    F.    TABOR,    a  retired   law- 
yer   residing     in     KeesevilJe,     N.  Y., 
where    for    many  years  he   was  suc- 
cessfully engaged   in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 


fession, was  born  in  the  town  of  Shclhurne, 
Chittenden  County,  Vt.,  July  i,  1S15.  1 1  is 
parents  were  John  and  Pauline  (Peck)  Tabor. 
According  to  Savage's  (jenealogical  Diction- 
ary, Phili])  Tabor,  or  Taber,  was  in  Water- 
town,  Mass.,  in  1634,  later  settled  in  Yar- 
mouth "on  the  Cape,"  was  a  member  of  the 
Plymouth  Colony  Assembly  in  1639  and  1640, 
went  to  New  London  in  165 1,  in  1656  was 
numbered  among  the  freemen  of  Portsmouth, 
R.I. ,  and  later  lived  in  Tiverton,  R.I.  He 
had  three  or  four  sons,  including  Philip,  Jr., 
and  Thomas,  of  Dartmouth,  Mass.  'Poward 
the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  two  or 
three  brothers  of  the  Tabor  family  of  Tiverton 
migrated  inland,  one,  Walter  Tabor,  to  Rut- 
land County,  Vermont,  where  he  became  the 
founder  of  the  town  of  Mount  Tabor,  and  was 
its  leading  citizen  during  his  lifetime; 
another,  John  Tabor,  Sr. ,  the  grandfather  of 
Charles  ¥.,  to  Shelburne,  Vt.  He  was  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  tliat  town,  and  met  with 
what  was  regarded  as  niai'kcd  success  for  those 
days,  at  his  death  l)eing  possessed  of  a  landed 
estate  sufficient  to  leave  to  each  of  his  eight 
childi'en  a  small  farm.  He  and  his  good  w'ife 
were  people  of  superior  ability  and  character, 
such  as  it  would  be  hard  to  find  at  the  present 
day,  cultivating  the  soil  of  that  jewel  of  a 
little  State. 

Their  son,  John  Tabor,  added  to  his  inhcri 
tance  by  the  purchase  of  adjoining  land,  and 
continued  to  reside  in  Shelburne  until  1841. 
He  then  removed  to  a  farm  in  I'ranklin 
County,  New  York,  where  for  over  a  (|uaitei' 
of  a   century   he   was   successfully  engaged    in 
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general  farming.  As  a  soldier  of  the  War 
of  1812  he  rendered  most  efficient  service. 
While  a  resident  of  Vermont,  he  represented 
his  district  in  the  State  legislature.  He  was 
Captain  of  a  militia  company  in  Shelburne, 
and  the  memory  of  his  son  "runs  back  to  the 
breaking  of  the  windows  by  patriotism  and 
])o\vder  exploded  in  saluting  him  in  the  early 
morning  of  June  trainings."  Cajitain  John 
Tabor  died  in  Franklin  County,  New  York, 
in  1S67,  aged  seventy-three  years.  His  wife, 
Tauline  Peck  before  marriage,  was  also  a  de- 
scendant from  an  old  Connecticut  family  that 
settled  in  Shelburne,  Vt.  Her  grandfather 
was  in  service  at  Quebec  during  the  French 
War;  and  her  father  was  a  patriot  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  taking  part  in  the  capture 
of  Ticonderoga  and  in  other  important  en- 
gagements. In  his  after  life  one  of  his  most 
highly  prized  possessions  was  the  oUI  musket 
that  he  had  carried  in  the  defence  of  the  lib- 
erty of  his  country. 

John  and  Pauline  Tabor  were  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  si.\  are  now  liv- 
ing. The  mother  died  in  1856,  at  si.xty  years 
of  age.  While  their  father  lived  the  children 
found  much  pleasure  in  visiting  his  homestead, 
attractively  located  near  the  St.  Lawrence 
River,  although  it  never  awakened  the  tender 
memories  called  forth  by  that  earlier  home 
at  Shelburne,  Vt.,  which  had  been  the  birth- 
place of  a  i)art,  if  tiot  all,  of  them.  Both  these 
old  [daces  are  now  owned  and  occupietl  by 
strangers,  and  the  six  surviving  children  have 
found  new  homes  in  several  different  States. 
All    are  now  in  the  autumn   of   life,  and   some 


at  their  children's  firesides  bask  in  the  warmth 
of  filial  love  and  care. 

Until  he  was  sixteen  Charles  F.  Tabor  re- 
mained in  Shelburne  with  his  parents,  occu- 
pied with  such  work  as  his  years  and  strength 
admitted.  At  this  age  he  began  to  look 
around  to  see  what,  if  anything,  the  future 
promised.  The  family  was  then  large;  and, 
as  he  could  see  no  prospect  for  all  upon  the 
farm,  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  for  two 
years  was  engaged  in  various  employments. 
In  the  fall  of  1833  he  entered  the  law  office 
of  George  A.  Simmons,  of  Keeseville,  N.Y., 
as  a  student,  equipjicd  with  a  fair  common- 
school  education  and  but  slight  academic  ad- 
vantages. Mr.  Simmons  was  regarded  as  a 
man  of  extraordinary  ability  and  scholarship. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  had 
taught  several  years,  during  which  time  he 
studied  law,  and  before  arriving  at  the  age  of 
thirty  began  practice  at  Keeseville,  where  in 
a  very  short  time  he  became  a  leader  in  his 
profession.  He  was  a  bachelor,  fond  of 
young  people,  and  took  delight  in  instructing 
them.  His  office  was  a  law  school  —  yes,  more 
than  that;  for  he  required  his  students  to 
broaden  their  studies  beyond  the  law.  Charles 
F.  Tabor  was  a  student  in  this  office  for  five 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  admitted  to 
practice  and  became  the  partner  of  Mr.  Sim- 
mons, a  business  association  that  was  contin- 
ued for  ten  year.s.  Their  relations  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  studentship  and  partnership 
were  most  intimate  and  no  doubt,  mutually 
profitable.  After  leaving  Mr.  Simmons  Mr. 
Tabor    practised    sometimes    alone    and    some- 
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times  with  partners.  He  remnvcd  from  Keese- 
ville  in  the  spring  of  1X5:;  to  the  city  of  Troy, 
N.Y.,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
withihawal  from  active  practice  in  1876,  when 
lie  returnetl  to  this  village,  possessed  of  a 
handsome  competency.  Successful  in  his  pro- 
fession and  regarded  as  a  man  of  principle, 
thoroughly  upright,  he  is  highly  res|)ected. 

He  has  never  heen  a  politician,  the  only  time 
he  was  a  nominee  for  ofllce  being  in  1850, 
when  he  ran  for  Congress,  and,  although  he 
made  a  good  run,  was  defeated.  He  was  at 
that  time  an  ardent  Whig;  and,  when  that  party 
became  merged  in  the  Republican  party, 
he  followed,  and  has  since  been  as  ardently 
tievoted  to  the  latter.  He  was  one  of  its  char- 
ter members  in  the  city  of  Iroy,  has  wit- 
nessed and  watched  its  grovvtli  from  its  in- 
fancy; and  now,  in  the  N'car  i  S96,  he,  if 
possible,  values  it  more  than  ever.  He  was 
disgusted  with  city  i)olitics  duiing  his  stay  in 
Troy,  and  is  a  firm  believer  that  rejieating 
and  bal]ot-ho.\  stuffing  is  the  menace  of 
Repid)lican  institutions. 

In  iiS^.S  Mr.  Tabor  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  I",  l-'orsyth,  of  Kecseville,  with 
whom  he  was  called  to  ]xirt  after  ten  years  of 
wedlock.  He  has  not  since  married,  and  is 
childless.  The  death  r)f  his  wife  was  a  severe 
loss,  and  his  life  since  has  re<|uire(l  effort  on 
his  ])art  to  withstand  its  loneliness.  This, 
perhaps,  is  what  makes  him  love  the  country, 
to  get  near  to  nature.  He  looks  back  upon 
his  birthplace  as  "the  Holy  Land,"  and  likes 
to  go  back  there  to  commune  with  the  old  fa- 
miliar scenes  and   objects.      It  is  a  Jiacrcd  si)ot 


to  him.  He  recognizes  to  this  day  trees  and 
other  objects  as  familiar  to  him  as  his  old 
friends  would  be  if  there,  but  they  are  not. 
For  many  }'ears  he  has  regretted  deeply  that 
the  family  had  parted  with  the  old  home,  the 
inherited  acres,  hills,  and  valleys,  not  forget- 
ting Lake  Champlain  that  washes  the  western 
shores  of  the  ancestral  glebe.  There  are  ser- 
mons in  these  surroundings.  In  Mr.  Tahnr's 
own  words:  "I  feel  that  the  sun  does  nut 
shine  upon  a  finer  s]iot.  .  .  .  M)^  love  of  it 
began  in  my  youth.  Life  is  a  circle,  and 
brings  us  back  in  our  (dd  age  to  the  ]>lace  of 
beginning. " 


irri'lR  C.  K1':LLEY,  an  enterprising 
and  prosi)erous  merchant  of  Port 
Henry,  I'3sse.\  County,  is  an  excel- 
lent representative  of  the  native-born  citizens 
of  the  place,  his  birth  having  occurred  here 
July  29,  1863.  He  is  of  Irish  antecedents, 
being  a  son  of  John  Kcllcy,  who  is  the  young- 
est of  a  family  of  nine  children. 

John  Kelley  was  born  in  Ireland,  where  he 
spent  his  earlier  years.  When  a  young  man 
he  came  to  this  country,  and  settled  in  New 
York  State,  making  his  home  first  in  Water- 
ford,  Saratoga  County,  where  lie  married  a 
Miss  Kelleher.  He  s(K)n  after  left  that  town 
and  went  to  work  in  the  horse-nail  factory  at 
Keeseville,  where  he  remained  many  )'ears. 
In  1867  he  came  to  Port  Henry  to  enter  the 
service  of  the  Chcever  Ore-bed  Company,  con- 
tinuing with  thcni  foi-  a  score  of  \-ears,  but 
since  that  time  has  lived  retired  from  active 
business. 
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The  record  of  the  six  children  born  to  him 
atid  his  wife  may  be  briefly  given  as  follows: 
Jolm  J.  has  been  engaged  for  the  past  twelve 
years  as  a  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  N. 
]5erman,  of  Port  Henry.  William  S.,  who 
was  a  graduate  from  St.  Laurent  College,  near 
Montreal,  Canada,  was  admitted  to  the  priest- 
hood in  1880,  his  first  charge  being  at  Rossie, 
St.  Lawrence  County,  this  State,  where  the 
substantial  stone  church  which  now  ornaments 
the  place  stands  as  a  lasting  memento  of  the 
work  lie  accomplished  while  there.  He  was 
afterward  transferred  to  his  present  charge  at 
Rosicre  and  Cape  Vincent,  Jefferson  County. 
Charles  F.,  the  third  child,  left  Port  Henry 
twenty  years  ago  to  become  a  member  of  the 
New  York  City  police  department.  There  he 
was  assigned  to  detective  iluty,  filling  the 
position  creditably  for  four  years,  when  he 
was  detailed  to  the  telegraph  department, 
where  he  remained  fourteen  years.  When 
Caj)tain  Conlin  was  made  Inspector,  Charles 
V.  Kelley  was  appointed  as  his  aid,  and  re- 
mained in  that  capacity  until  P'ebruary,  1896, 
when  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant. 

Edward  A.  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  the  dry-goods  department  of  the  gen- 
eral store  of  Sibley,  Lindsay  &  Curr,  of 
Rochester,  and  after  three  years'  service  was 
promoted  to  the  charge  of  the  cotton  dc[)art- 
ment,  remaining  in  that  capacity  for  a  year, 
when  he  left  to  enter  his  brother's  store  at 
Pm-t  Henry.  Li  March,  1894,  he  commenced 
business  for  himself  in  the  I'lanigan  Block  at 
Mechanicsville,  where  he  is  now  carrying  on 
a  thriving  trade  in  clothing,  hats,  and  furnish- 


ing goods.  Jennie,  the  only  daughter,  was 
educated  in  the  union  free  school  at  Port 
Henry,  at  the  D'Yonville  Academy  in  Platts- 
burg,  and  the  Conservatory  of  Music  in  Bos- 
ton, graduating  from  these  two  institutions, 
and  then  studied  with  a  distinguished  profes- 
sor of  New  York  City.  She  now  devotes  her 
time  to  giving  instruction  on  the  piano,  and 
has  already  won  for  herself  some  reputation  in 
her  chosen  profession. 

Peter  C.  Kelley,  the  youngest  of  five  boys 
born  to  his  parents,  acquired  his  education  at 
the  imion  free  school  of  this  place,  and  on 
leaving  school  entered  the  clothing  store  of 
W.  C.  Hathaway,  remaining  about  twelve 
years.  Then  resigning  his  position,  Mr. 
Kelley  went  to  New  York,  where  he  learned 
the  art  of  cutting  garments;  but,  not  liking 
the  work,  he  returned  to  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity, where  in  1888  he  opened  his  jjresent 
store.  Beginning  with  a  line  of  clothing, 
hats,  caps,  and  furnishing  goods,  he  has  since 
added  to  his  stock  trunks  and  bags,  of  which 
he  carries  a  complete  assortment.  Mr.  Kel- 
ley has  met  with  remarkable  success,  and  has 
so  enlarged  his  business  that  he  now  occupies 
the  entire  floor  of  the  building;  and  in  the 
brief  period  of  seven  years  his  capital  has  in- 
creased to  four  times  its  original  amount. 

The  union  of  Mr.  Kelley  with  Mary  F. 
Edgerly,  daughter  of  W'illiam  and  Mary 
Edgerly,  of  this  place,  was  solemnized  Octo- 
ber 29,  1890;  and  their  son,  Harold,  was  born 
April  13,  1S94.  Politically,  Mr.  Kelley  is  a 
Democrat,  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  \'()te 
in  1884  for  Grover  Cleveland.      He  possesses 
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excellent  financial  ability,  has  served  for  two 
years  as  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board,  is  at 
present  one  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  is  a  Director  of  the  Citizens'  National 
Bank. 


^ROFESSOR  GEORGF.  HEN  R  Y 
HUDSON,  of  I'lattshurg,  who  was 
born  in  North  Bangor,  N.V.,  on  Oc- 
tober I,  1855,  son  of  the  Rev.  Henry  James 
and  Hannah  Elizabeth  (Blake)  Hudson,  al- 
though still  a  young  man,  has  attained  most 
unusual  success  in  his  chosen  field  of  work. 
The  story  of  his  career  from  his  boyhood  is 
not  only  ])leasant  but  instructive  reading, 
showing  what  may  be  accomplished  b)-  jiersist- 
ent  application. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century 
James  Hudson  was  born  in  old  England,  and 
there  lie  spent  his  boyhood  antl  the  early  years 
of  his  manhood.  He  subsequently  emigrated 
to  New  England,  and  thereafter  made  his 
home  in  this  country.  His  son,  I'"leazer  Hud- 
son, who  was  born  in  Boston,  June  19,  1668, 
and  died  at  Newburyport,  Mass.,  on  May  25, 
1736,  was  the  Iniilder  of  Hudson's  Wharf,  now 
Cushing's  Wharf,  at  Newburyport,  from  which 
we  infer  that  he  was  one  of  the  leading  busi- 
ncss  men  of  that  place.  'J'^^i^'s  Hudson,  the 
next  in  lineal  descent,  was  born  in  Boston, 
October  23,  1 7 19,  and  died  at  Newburyport  on 
November  29,  1792.  He  was  a  ship-master, 
and  at  the  outi)reak  of  the  Revolution  was 
a|)pointed  Cajitain  and  placed  in  command  of 
all  the  military  of  ICssex  North  District,  Mas- 
sachusetts.     His  son,  Henry  Hudson,  who  was 


born  at  Newburyport,  Mass.,  on  June  18, 
1748,  also  rendered  good  service  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  "Was  on  duty  at  Newport, 
R.I.,  October,  1778."  He  died  at  Newbury- 
port, November  14,  1823.  At  Boston,  Mass., 
on  June  16,  1780,  he  was  married  by  the  Rev. 
John  Clark  to  Miss  Anna  Rogers,  who  was 
born  in  ]?oston  on  October  10,  1752,  daugii- 
ter  of  John  and  Mary  (Davenport)  Rogers, 
and  died  at  Newburyport,  February  7,   1831. 

John  Rogers,  born  in  ]_?oston  on  September 
17,  17 1 7,  died  November  29,  1803.  He  was 
a  son  of  Ichabod  Rogens,  born  May  27,  1660, 
and  a  grandson  of  Jeremiah  Rogers  and  his 
wife,  Mehitable  I'ierce.  On  March  13,  1746, 
he  married  Mary  Davenjiort,  who  was  born 
March  i,  1726,  and  died  September  30,  1792. 
Her  paternal  ancestry  is  traced  to  Bcnnott  L:. 
D.Ti'unpLdrt,    M.D.,    t  nintiw    nf    iLngKuul 
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ieolony,-an(l-thori:- LMgagcd  in  the  piaLticc  uf- 
hi.t  f»rofL.iAiuii. — Hi.i  .»(>Hy  Thomas  Davenport, 
whf)  was  born  in  15ristol,  luigland,  came  over 
in  the  "James,"  and  was  made  Constable  in 
1670,  and  died  on  November  9,  1685.  It  was 
he  who  erected  the  old  family  mansion  which 
is  still  standing  on  Green  Street,  Boston. 
The  maiden  name  of  liis  wife  was  Mary  Joines. 
Their  son  I'^benezer,  iiorn  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  now  a  part  of  Boston,  February  26, 
166 1,  died  there  on  July  29,  1738.  At 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  married  to 
Dorcas  Andrews,  of  Falmouth,  Mass.  ;  and  willi 
his  family  he  made  his  home  there  until  driven 
thence  by  the  Indians.  His  brother  Thomas 
was  killed  in  King  I'iiilip's  War  in  1675. 
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The  father  of  Mrs.  Mary  Davenport  Rogers 
was  I-lbenczer  Davenport's  son  James,  who  was 
born  in  Dorchester,  March  i,  1693,  and  died 
in  tliat  i)lace  in  1759.  lie  l<ept  an  inn  and 
bakery  in  Boston.  He  married  in  1722  Sarah 
I-'ranklin,  born  in  l^oston,  July  9,  1699.  She 
was  a  sister  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  a 
daughter  of  Josiah  Franklin,  who  was  born  in 
England  in  1657,  and  Abiah  Folger,  his  wife, 
who  was  born  in  1667,  and  died  in  1752. 
Henry  I'ranklin,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Sarah  I""ranklin,  was  born  in  Ecton,  Northamp- 
tonshire, England,  and  was  a  smith  by  trade. 
The  Franklins  had  lived  in  Ecton,  we  are 
told,  on  a  freehold  of  about  thirty  acres,  prob- 
ably since  some  time  prior  to  1400.  The 
family  early  embraced  the  reformed  religion, 
and  continued  Protestants  through  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary.  Henry  Franklin's  father, 
who  had  travelled  to  seek  his  fortune  and  learn 
the  trade  of  smith,  had  an  English  Bible, 
which  for  concealment  and  safety  was  fastened 
open  with  tapes  under  and  within  a  joint- 
stool.  When  it  was  re;ul,  "one  of  the  children 
stood  at  the  door  to  give  notice  if  he  saw  the 
apparitor  coming."  "The  family  continued 
all  of  the  church  of  i'.ngland  till  about  the  end 
of  Charles  the  Second's  reign.  At  this  time 
Josiah  FranJ>lin  (son  of  Tlionias,  born  October 
18,  1598,  who  died  at  Banbury,  ICngland, 
March  21,  1682,  and  Jane  White  Franklin, 
a  native  of  Banbury)  adhered  to  the  ministers 
that  had  been  outcn  for  their  non -conformity 
holding  conventicles  in  Northam[->tonshire." 
It  was  this  that  led  !iim  with  others  to  seek  in 
New  ICngland  freedom  in  religious  worship. 


Peter  Folger,  the  father  of  Abiah  Folger 
Franklin,  was  "one  of  the  first  settlers  of  New 
England,  of  whom  honorable  mention  is  made 
by  Cotton  Mather,  in  his  ecclesiastical  histor)- 
of  the  country,  entitled  'Magnalia  Christi 
Americana."  "  Peter  Folger  wrote  an  appeal 
in  familiar  verse  "in  behalf  of  the  Anabap- 
tists, the  Quakers,  and  other  sectarians  that 
had  been  persecuted."  Though  addressed  to 
the  government,  we  find  tliis  good  man's  name 
fearlessly  printed  at  the  end.  The  last  six 
lines  ran  as  follows: 

•■  Because  to  be  a  libeller  (said  he) 

I  hate  it  with  my  heart. 
From  .Sherburne  town,  where  now  I  ilweli 

I\Iv  name  1  do  put  lierc  : 
Without  offence  your  real  friend. 

It  is  Peter  Folger.'" 

John  Rogers  Hudson,  son  of  Henry  and 
Anna  (Rogers)  Hudson,  was  born  at  Newbury- 
port,  September  19,  1784,  and  continued  to  re- 
side there  imtil  his  death,  Ajiril  15,  1S31. 
He  was  the  first  Cashier  of  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  Newburyport.  He  and  his  wife, 
Hannah  Balch,  who  died  March  20,  1828, 
were  the  paternal  grandparents  of  Professor 
George  Henry  Hudson.  She  was  born  at 
Newburyport,  October  14,  17S4;  and  their  mar- 
riage took  place  January  9,  1810.  Beginning 
with  her  father  and  tracing  the  line  back  for 
six  generations,  her  ancestors  were  Daniel 
Balch,  Jr.,  Daniel,  Sr.,  William,  Freeborn, 
Benjamin,  and  John  Balch.  Daniel  ]5alch, 
Jr.,  was  born  in  Newburyport,  March  i,  1761, 
and  died  there  October  13,  1835.  He  was 
married  on  November  27,   1783,  to  Miss  Lucy 
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Hodge,  who  was  born  in  Ncvvburyport,  April 
6,  1760,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth 
(Titcomb)  Hodge,  and  died  at  Newburyport 
on  December  27,    1797. 

Daniel  Balch,  Sr.,  born  in  Bradford,  Mass., 
March  14,  1734-35,  '■'i'"''-'  i"  Newburyport,  No- 
vember 30,  1790.  Me  married  August  19, 
1756,  Hannah  Clements,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Clements.  Daniel's  father,  William  Balch, 
born  ill  Beverly,  Mass.,  September  30,  1704, 
(A.M.,  Harvard  College,  1724),  was  a  liberal 
clergyman;  and  his  descendants  all  became 
Unitarians.  His  death  occurred  in  Bradford 
January  12,  1791-92.  On  March  12,  1727- 
28,  he  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Rebecca 
Stone,  who  was  born  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  March 
23,  1709-10,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah 
(Woodbury)  Stone,  and  died  July  2,  1749. 
Freeborn  Balch,  born  in  Beverly,  August  9, 
1660,  died  there  on  June  12,  1729.  His 
brother  Joseph  served  as  a  soldier  under 
Captain  Thomas  Lothroj),  and  was  slain  in 
battle  with  the  Inilians  at  Muddy  Brook, 
September  18,  1675.  On  April  30,  1690, 
Freeborn  Balch  married  Flizabeth  I'^airfield, 
who  was  born  August  9,  166C,  daughter  of 
Walter  and  Sarah  (Skipperway)  I'airfield, 
the  last-named  a  native  of  Wenham,  Mass. 
Mrs.     Sarah     S.     Balch     died    January     31, 

1736-37- 

Benjamin  Balch,  born  in  1628-29,  in  Naum- 
keag  settlement  (now  Salem),  Mass.,  was  the 
first  male  child  of  the  white  race  born  in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  He  died  in 
Beverly  in  1706-7.  He  married  Sarah  Gard- 
ner, eldest   daughter   of  Thomas   Ganlner,  the 


first  Overseer  of  the  Cape  Ann  colony,  where 
that  office  was  instituted  in  1624.  John 
Balch,  Jr.,  born  in  Somerset  County,  I'Jig- 
land,  about  1597,  dictl  in  Salem,  Mass.,  in 
1648.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Balch,  the 
Sheriff  of  Somerset  County,  ICngland,  in  1623, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  to  locate  and  settle  the 
present  city  of  Salem,  establishing  his  home 
there  in  1626.  He  was  "one  of  the  Thirteen 
Executive  Rulers  of  Salem,  apjKjinted  January 
26,  1637,"  also  Selectman,  Collector  of  Rev- 
enue, and  Surveyor. 

The  Rev.  Henry  James  Hudson,  the  father 
of  Professor  George  Henry  Hudson,  was  born 
in  Newburyport,  Mass.,  June  29,  1821.  He 
was  a  puiiil  in  the  Newburyport  High  -School 
in  1833,  when  David  P.  Page  (afterward  first 
Principal  of  the  New  \'()rk  State  Normal 
School  at  Albany)  was  one  of  the  two  prin- 
cipals, and  was  already  establishing  his  repu- 
tation as  a  teacher,  bantering  Harvard  Col- 
lege as  a  Sophomore  in  1840,  he  graduated 
with  honors  in  the  class  of  1843.  He  was 
elected  the  same  year  into  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
Society.  He  then  started  a  school  in  i\kron, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  a  i)ioneer  teacher,  anil 
afterward  stutlied  for  the  ministry  at  the  divin- 
ity school  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  from  which  he 
graduatetl  in  1847.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
introduce  Pitman's  system  of  phonography  in 
New  York  City.  l'"or  many  years  he  devoted 
a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to  the  study 
of  the  scientific  basis  of  harmony,  and  was 
dee|)]y  interested  in  the  invention  of  the 
euharmonic  organ,  constructed  in  Newbury- 
port and  patented   hy  Alley  &   Poole   in    1849, 
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beint;  intimately  associated  vvitli  Mr.  Alley  in 
working  out  from  the  strict  mathematics  of 
harmony  the  mechanical  solution  of  this  new 
departure  in  organ  building.  During  the  last 
year  of  the  war  he  was  S[)ecial  Agent  of  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  and  was  in  Washington 
at  the  time  when  tiie  mail  and  supplies  from 
the  North  were  cut  off  by  General  Early's  raid. 
About  the  year  1867  he  contributed  a  series 
of  letters  to  the  Boston  Transcript,  describing 
tfie  flora  of  Franklin  County,  New  York. 

On  July  25,  1854,  in  the  Universalist 
Ciiurch  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  the  Rev.  Henry  J. 
Mudson  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Hannah  Elizabeth  Blake,  who  was  born  in 
Sherburne,  Mass.,  July  22,  1832,  daughter  of 
John  Gould  and  Miriam  Basfortl  (Blake) 
Blake.  Her  father  was  born  in  Wrentham, 
Mass.,  March  29,  iSoo,  and  died  in  Salem, 
Dent  County,  Mo.,  July  23,  1868.  Her 
mother,  a  daughter  of  John  I^Iake,  was  born 
in  Weare,  N.H.,  September  4,  1800,  and  died 
in  riattsburg,  N.Y.,  June  17,  1883.  Mrs. 
Hudson's  jiaternal  grandparents,  Darius  and 
lUizabeth  (Goukl)  Blake,  were  born  respec- 
tively on  July  2,  1771,  and  August  20,  1774. 
John  Goukl,  the  father  of  Elizabeth,  was 
among  those  who  at  once  respondeil  to  the 
alarm  of  April  19,  1775.  He  lost  his  life  in  the 
patriot  cause.  John  Blake,  Jr.,  and  Captain 
John  Blake,  father  and  grandfather  of  Darius 
Blake,  were  in  the  engagement  at  Bunker  Hill. 

Mrs.  Henry  J.  Hudson  is  also  a  descendant 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Mann  (the  ancestor  of 
Horace  Mann),  of  Robert  Ware  (who  left  a 
family  remarkable  for   its   college   graduates), 


and  of  many  early  New  England  families  of 
position  and  culture.  She  began  teaching  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  in  VValpole,  Mass.,  two 
years  later  held  the  position  of  assistant  in  the 
grammar  school  of  Chelsea,  and  soon  after  was 
made  principal  of  the  boys'  intermediate 
school  of  Chelsea,  a  position  known  to  be  one 
of  extreme  difficulty  from  the  nature  of  the 
school.  As  a  disciplinarian  she  was  consid- 
ered the  best  in  the  city,  guiding  her  school 
wholly  l)y  a  successful  appeal  to  the  higher 
nature  and  love  of  tlie  child.  After  her  mar- 
riage she  was  offered  in  1861  the  principalship 
of  the  North  Chelsea  High  School.  The  Rev. 
Henry  J.  Hudson  had  for  many  years  prior  to 
the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  been  a  strong 
antislavery  preacher;  and  Mrs.  Hudson  began 
her  married  life  by  harboring  in  Chelsea  a 
runaway  slave,  whose  escape  and  safe  passage 
to  Nova  Scotia  she  was  successful  in  securing 
in  the  spring  of  1855.  She  and  her  husband 
spent  the  summer  of  that  year  in  North  Ban- 
gor, N.Y.,  where,  as  above  mentioned,  their 
eldest  son,  George  Henry,  was  born. 

The  father  had  long  been  interested  in  the 
newer  movements  in  education,  and  served  as 
a  School  Committee  man.  In  1857,  on  ac- 
count of  his  health,  he  accepted  the  position  of 
private  tutor  in  the  family  t)f  Vice-Consul 
Frederick  Dabney,  and  sailed  for  the  Azores 
with  ills  wife  and  son  in  November.  It  was 
here,  in  I*'ayal,  island  of  Horta,  on  August  16, 
1859,  that  their  second  child,  Charles  Fred- 
erick Hudson,  was  born.  On  their  return 
from  the  Azores  in  1859,  knowing  intimately 
as  they  did  how  far  the  schools  fell   short  of 
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what  they  shuulil  be,  they  decided  to  person- 
ally contluct  the  education  of  their  children, 
somewhat  after  the  manner  of  the  education  of 
John  Stuart  Mill  by  his  father  James.  Both 
ardent  admirers  of  Froebel  and  his  teachings, 
they  started  a  private  kindergarten  school  in 
Roxbury,  now  a  part  of  Boston,  Mass.,  their 
two  children  being  among  their  pupils.  In 
this  undertaking  they  were  assisted  by  Miss 
Elizabeth  Peabody  of  kindergarten  fame.  In 
1864  they  abandoned  their  city  life  for  a  home 
in  the  coimtry;  and  here  they  began  the  study 
of  the  sciences  with  a  small  experimental 
chemical  and  physical  laboratory  and  that 
best  of  all  equijjments  for  nature  study,  a 
compound  microscope,  with  country  woods  and 
fields  ant!  ponds  and  ditches. 

Before  the  age  of  eleven  years  George  II. 
Hudson  had  acquired  a  remarkably  com]irehen- 
sive  knowledge  of  plant  morphology  and 
systematic  botany,  and  could  give  the  scien- 
tific name  from  memory  of  over  two  hundred 
native  flowering  plants.  The  gathering  of 
fossils,  minerals,  insects,  and  shells,  was 
early  undertaken ;  and  soon  was  fornietl  the 
nucleus  of  a  collection  which  now  contains 
more  than  ten  thousand  different  specimens. 
The  lad  began  the  study  of  the  philosophy  of 
Herbert  Spencer  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
and  was  a  constant  reader  of  the  Popular 
Science  Monthly  from  the  issue  of  the  first 
number.  Professor  Hudson  realizes  the  value 
of  books.  He  says  that  by  their  aid  he  has 
had  for  teachers  such  i)ersonalities  as  Charles 
Kingsley  and  Frederick  Denison  Mairrice  on 
the    one    hand,    and    the    vigorous    combative 


spirits  of  Tyndall  and  Huxley  on  the  other. 
In  otlier  words  he  realizes  that  through  books 
one  may  make  his  own  the  spirit  and  teachings 
of  wise  men  of  all  nations  and  of  all  times. 
His  father  hatl  a  huge  library,  which  con- 
tained, besides  works  on  theolog)',  many  old 
and  rare  volumes  on  education  and  science. 
Many  of  the  latter  are  now  in  Professor  Hud- 
son's library,  and  to  them  he  has  added  nearly 
a  thousand  volumes. 

Means  somewhat  limited  did  iKJt  serve  for 
all  the  material  ilesired  in  the  prosecution  of 
scientific  and  literary  studies;  and,  to  supjdy 
the  deficiency,  at  about  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  field  of  photography.  Later  he 
taught  a  select  school,  but  finally  abandoned 
this  for  the  profession  of  music,  as  giving  him 
more  time  for  the  prosecution  of  sjjccial  stud- 
ies. Up  to  1890  he  had  been  church  organist 
for  fifteen  years,  and  for  most  of  this  time  had 
also  been  choirmaster.  At  nineteen  he  was 
playing  viola  in  a  string  quartette  and  study- 
ing the  string  music  of  Haydn,  Mozart,  and 
Schubert.  In  his  musical  studies,  aside  from 
his  piano  teachers,  he  had  such  instructors  as 
George  Whiting  on  pipe  organ,  Stephen  A. 
Fmery  in  harmony  and  theory  of  music,  and 
Carl  Zerrahn  in  the  special  study  of  chorus 
conducting.  During  his  first  year's  study  in 
Boston  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  famous 
Handel  and  Haydn  Society,  and  soon  after 
was  chosen  tenor  in  the  chorus  choir  of  the 
congregation  that  listened  to  the  preaching  of 
the  Jlev  W.  II.  H.  Murray  in  Music  Hall. 
Through  his  acquaintance  with  the  late  Mr. 
John    S.    Dwight,    then    editor    of     Dwight's 
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Musical  Jo/inial,  Profcssur  Iliulsoii  became 
possessed  of  an  annual  pass  which  enabled 
him  to  be  present  at  the  rehearsals  of  the 
famous  Harvard  Symphony  Concerts,  a  means 
of  education  of   inestimable  value. 

In  the  fall  of  1S79  Professor  Hudson,  with 
his  brother  Charles,  went  from  Jioston  to 
Flattsburg,  N.  Y.,  where  very  large  music 
classes  were  at  once  secured.  The  Plattsburg 
Philharmonic  Society  was  organized  by  the 
brothers  in  1882,  and  before  1S90  it  had  given 
"The  Creation,"  Haydn;  "  Stabat  Mater," 
Rossini  (twice);  "Ninety-fifth  Psalm,"  Men- 
delssohn; "Judas  Maccaba-'us,  "Ilanilel ;  "The 
Messiah,"  Handel  (twice);  "IClijah,"  Men- 
tlclssohn;  "The  Forty-second  Psalm,"  Men- 
delssohn (four  times);  and  other  classical 
works.  All  of  these  performances  were  with 
an  orchestra,  and  were  as  complete  as  those 
given  in  our  large  cities.  One  each  of  the 
"Messiah,"  "Judas  Maccabaius,"  and  "Forty- 
second  Psalm,"  was  conducted  by  Carl 
Zcrrahn ;  the  others,  by  Charles  F.  Hudson. 
Besides  his  work  in  music.  Professor  Hudson 
also  for  many  years  gave  lessons  in  botany 
and  microscopy  to  private  classes  in  Purling- 
ton,  Vt. 

For  fifteen  years  past  he  has  devoted  the 
greater  portion  of  his  spare  time  to  a  study  of 
tile  fauna  and  flora  of  Clinton  County,  finding 
several  sijccies  new  to  science,  some  of  which 
he  has  named  (the  descriptions  are  published 
in  the  "Canadian  Entomologist"  and  in 
"lintomologica  Americana"),  while  others 
have  been  named  after  him  by  a  coworker,  in 
public  recognition  of  his  work.      He  has  made 


lists  of  the  batrachia  and  reptilia.  That  of  the 
mollusca  is  nearly  comjjlete,  and  embraces 
some  seventy-three  different  species.  Of  the 
butterflies  and  moths  he  has  probably  the  larg- 
est collection  of  local  species  extant,  more 
than  eight  hundred  different  species  having 
been  taken  within  the  town  of  Plattsburg. 
Portions  of  this  list  will  soon  be  published, 
and  will  give  valuable  information  concerning 
the  time  of  flight  and  egg-laying  of  mo.st  of 
the  species  enumerated.  Much  has  been  done 
with  still  lower  orders  of  animals,  and  from 
the  flowering  jilants  to  the  bacteria. 

In  1883  Professor  Hudson  was  married  to 
Miss  PTeanor  Piatt  Mead,  a  daughter  of 
Erastus  Smith  and  Sarah  Adelaide  (Buell) 
Mead.  She  is  a  descendant  of  the  New- 
combs,  Woodworths,  Roberts,  Buclls,  Gris- 
wolds,  and  Lothrops,  many  of  whom  figured 
]Drominently  in  our  early  struggles  against 
Great  Britain,  and  has  another  line  of  ances- 
try that  goes  back  through  the  Hon.  Peter 
.Sailly  to  the  families  of  Ouartier,  Belot, 
Neuilly,  Willioffer,  Caillat,  and  Lebel,  who 
hckl  responsible  positions  in  Switzerland  and 
P'rance  from  1500  to  the  time  of  the  French 
Revolution.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Hudson  have 
two  chiklren  living  —  Caroline  Standish  Mead 
Hudson,  born  April  I2,  1885;  and  Erastus 
Mead  Hudson,  born  March    16,  1888. 

Professor  George  H.  Hudson  was  electeil  a 
member  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science  in  1882.  He  has 
since  been  made  a  member  of  the  American 
Conchological  Society,  the  Association  of 
Economic  Entomologists,  and  other  societies. 
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He  was  appointed  Professor  of  Natural  Science 
of  the  Flattsburg  State  Normal  School  at  the 
time  of  its  opening  in  1890,  and  has  thus  been 
longer  connected  with  the  school  than  any 
other  male  member  of  the  faculty.  In  1892  he 
was  appointed  Vice-I'rincipal  of  the  school  by 
the  local  Board  and  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction.  Professor  Hudson  has  been  a 
contributor  to  various  musical,  scientific,  and 
educational  journals.  His  article  entitled 
"An  Impeachment  of  School  Botany,"  which 
appeared  in  Sa'ciia-,  February  23,  1894,  was 
copied  in  full  by  educational  journals  in  Wis- 
consin and  Michigan;  and  very  complimentary 
notices  were  published  of  the  same.  In  the 
fall  of  1892  he  was  asked  by  the  Regents  of 
the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York  to 
prepare  the  Regents'  s)ilabus  in  zoology  for 
the  University  Extension  movement,  which  he 
did;  and  the  syllabus  was  published  by  the 
Regents  in  February,  1893,  as  No.  21.  His 
chart  made  for  the  study  of  bacterial  analysis 
was  highly  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Cheesman,  and 
with  slight  modifications  adopted  for  use  in  : 
the  Medical  School  of  Columbia  College  in 
1894-95.  Professor  Hudson  has  also  begun 
to  publish  a  series  of  papers  which  will  aim 
to  bring  about  a  better  understanding  of  the 
scientific  principles  which  underlie  all  educa- 
tional work.  The  first  of  these  papers,  en- 
titled "A  Plea  for  a  more  General  Recogni- 
tion of  the  Phenomena  of  Child  Growth  in 
lulucation,"  was  published  in  Juincation  in 
April,  1894.  The  second  paper  of  this  scries, 
"Herbert  Spencer's  Guiding  Principles,"  will 
be  found  in  the  October  and  November  issues 


of  the  same  magazine  for  1895.      Other  papers 
are  to  follow. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Professor  Hudson  conies 
honestl)-  by  his  liberal  views  and  his  hatred  of 
hypocrisy,  cant,  and  ojipression.  The  pecul- 
iar methods  of  his  etlucation,  his  witle  read- 
ing, his  large  and  varied  collections,  his  stud- 
ies in  the  history  of  education  and  methods, 
and  his  large  library  of  educational  works 
make  him  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  jjosition  he 
occupies.  This  was  recognized  by  his  elec- 
tion as  President  of  the  Clinton  County 
Teachers'  Association  in  1894  and  by  the 
adoption  of  his  plans  for  the  new  science  de- 
partment of  the  Plattsburg  State  Normal 
School  by  the  local  Board  and  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  in  1895.  He  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  new  movements  in  education, 
and  is  a  judge  of  their  real  value,  without  that 
bias  which  so  often  characterizes  those  trained 
in  special  schools  or  methods  once  popular. 
He  possesses  also  that  single  fundamental 
quaiiliraliun  of  a  teaclicr,  by  virtue  of  which 
he  becomes  one  with  his  students,  and  thus 
more  intimately  knows  their  needs  and  sees  their 
difficulties.  Despising  sarcasm  in  a  teacher 
and  the  repulsive  attitude  of  "I  am  better  than 
thou,"  he  wins  at  once  the  sympathy  and  love 
of  his  classes;  and  to  this  element  is  due  in 
great  measure  his  influence  and  popularity  in 
the  school. 


NEIL    J5R0TlIh:RS,    dealers    in    gen- 
eral   merchandise    in    the   village    of 
Frontier,  Clinton  County,  \.Y.     This 
firm  consists  of  George  W.  and  Jeremiali   C. 
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O'Ncil,  both  natives  of  the  town  of  Clinton, 
Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  the  former  born  Octo- 
ber 8,  185J,  the  latter  June  13,  18G0.  They 
are  the  sons  of  Michael  and  Bridget  (Bowles) 
O'Neil,  and  the  grandsons  of  lulnuuul  and 
Johanna  (O'Brien)  O'Neil,  all  at  one  time 
resiilents  of  Clinton. 

The  grandparents  left  Ireland,  their  native 
couiitr)-,  for  America  in  1832,  bringing  with 
them  six  young  children,  who  safely  endured 
the  hardshi[)s  of  a  rough  and  tedious  voyage 
in  a  sailing-vessel.  Settling  at  first  in  Troy, 
they  I'emoved  to  Clinton  about  1836,  and  here 
s|)ent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  A  well-edu- 
cated man,  Edmund  O'Neil  taught  school  in 
the  old  country,  and  also  for  a  while  in  Amer- 
ica. He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Clinton, 
the  I'higlish-speaking  population  of  the  town 
at  the  time  of  his  arrival  consisting  of  a  few- 
settlers  from  the  Isle  La  Motte,  Vt.,  and  two 
Irish  families.  He  bought  a  square  mile  of 
land  m  Clinton,  making  the  purchase  in  Al- 
bany some  time  prior  to  taking  jjossession,  and 
tin-neil  his  attention  to  agriculture,  in  which 
lie  was  very  successful.  He  dieil  about  1869 
in  his  ninety-thiril  year,  his  wife  ha\ing 
passed  away  some  five  years  previous,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six.  Their  remains  rest  in  the 
cemetery  at  Chateaugay. 

Michael  O'Neil,  son  of  lulnuuul,  was  born 
in  Ireland,  .September  29,  1822.  Reared  in  a 
farming  district,  he  naturally  engaged  in  the 
prevailing  industry.  He  is  still  living  in 
Clinton,  on  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  acres, 
which  is  a  jjart  of  his  father's  original  estate. 
In  politics  he    is   a   Democrat,    depositing   his 


vote  regularly  in  the  ballot  box,  but  seeking 
no  office.  He  was  married  in  Chateaugay  in 
January,  1849,  to  Bridget  Bowles,  daughter  of 
George  and  Catherine  (Ryan)  Bowles,  of 
Chateaugay,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1828. 

Mr.  ]5owles,  who  was  of  English  ancestry, 
came  from  Ireland  with  his  wife  ami  six  chil- 
dren in  1848,  and  settling  in  Chateaugay, 
N.Y.,  soon  took  a  leading  place  in  the  com- 
munity, purchasing  a  farm  of  one  hunilred  and 
twenty  acres.  Like  his  neighbor  and  contem- 
porary, Edmund  O'Neil,  he  lived  to  an  m\- 
vanced  age,  his  years  numbering  ninety-four. 
His  wife,  Catherine,  was  called  to  rest  at  the 
age  of  eighty-six.  Their  son  Lawrence  now 
owns  and  occupies  the  homestead  farm,  which 
is  still  undivided. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  O'Neil  began  house- 
keeping on  the  farm  wdiere  they  now  reside, 
and  there  seven  sons  and  four  daughters  were 
born  to  them,  namely:  Joanna,  the  wife  of 
James  M'Carty,  a  farmer  in  Constable,  Frank- 
lin County,  N.Y.;  Thomas  E.,  of  Chicago, 
111.;  George,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
O'Neil  l^rothers;  William  \V.,  a  farmer,  in 
Clinton;  Kate,  wife  of  Thomas  Cunningham, 
of  Chicago;  Anna,  wife  of  L.  H.  Laflin,  of 
Frontier;  Jeremiah  C,  of  Frontier;  Michael 
M.,  a  farmer  who  is  with  his  parents  on  the 
homestead;  H.  Lawrence  and  Helen,  both  of 
Chicago;  and  Fred  P.,  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
three,  li\-ing  with  his  parents.  Mr.  Michael 
O'Ncil  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  With  his 
wife  he  attends  the  Catholic  church. 

George  W.  and  Jeremiah  C.  O'Neil  re- 
ceived   a    good    common-school    education     in 
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Clinton,  in  the  mean  time  gaining  much  valu- 
able experience  on  their  father's  farm.  In 
1S79  George  W.  entered  the  employ  of  Thomas 
Cunningham,  dealer  in  general  merchandise 
in  the  village  of  Frontier,  who  was  at  that 
time  owner  of  the  business  establisheil  I)y 
George  Abbot  in  1840.  Mr.  O'Neil  worked 
for  six  years  as  a  salesman  for  Mr.  Cinming- 
ham,  and  then  purchased  the  store  of  his  em- 
ployer. In  1885  he  took  his  brother  into 
partnership,  and  since  that  time  they  have 
conilucted  a  very  successful  trade.  They  now 
carry  in  stock  from  five  thousand  to  eight 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  general  merchan- 
dise, and  their  progressive  methods  and  un- 
varying courtesy  have  won  a  large  custom. 
They  also  have  two  farms  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

Politically,  the  brothers  are  ardent  sup- 
porters of  Democratic  principles.  They  are 
as  yet  unmarried.  George  W.,  the  elder  of 
the  two,  was  Postmaster  during  President 
Cleveland's  first  term,  and  was  Deputy  .Sheriff 
of  Clinton  CoLuity  from  1877  to  1880.  He 
is  an  ardent  devotee  of  the  chase,  spending  his 
spare  time  in  the  hunting  season  with  gun  and 
hounds,  in  pursuit  of  deer  or  fox,  his  robust 
health  bearing  witness  to  the  gainfulness 
of  this  recreation.  He  owns  some  valuable 
dogs,    and    has    many    trophies    of    successful 

expeditions. 

<  * • ^t 

kOSVVELL   O.    HARBER,    who    is    liv- 
ing retired  from  business  at  his  pleas- 
ant home  in   Plattsburg,   N.Y.,  was 
born  in  that  part  of  the  original  town  of  Platts- 


burg now  included  in  Beekmantown,  the  date 
of  his  birth  being  December  22,  1814.  Mis 
father,  Roswell  Matthew  Barber,  was  a  native 
of  (iranville,  Washington  County,  N.Y.,  born 
February  21,  1778.  He  was  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin Barber,  a  lifelong  resident  of  this  State, 
who,  it  is  supposed,  was  one  of  the  [doneer 
settlers  of  Beekmantown,  and  devoted  his  time 
to  clearing  a  tract  of  timber  land  and  improv- 
ing a  homestead,  remaining  a  tiller  of  the  soil 
until  his  decease. 

His  son,  Roswell  Matthew,  was  reared  to 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  assisteii  in  the 
pioneer  labor  of  hewing  out  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness.  After  arriving  at  man's  estate, 
he  bought  land  near  the  old  homestead,  and 
was  numbered  among  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  of  his  day.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
physical  vigor,  and  attained  a  good  old  age, 
dying  in  October,  1854.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. Hester  Howe,  his  first  wife,  a  native  of 
Beekmantown,  died  January  19,  1825,  aged 
thirty-six  years,  leaving  six  children,  namely: 
Sarah;  Samuel,  who  died  when  eight  years 
old;  Roswell  O.,  the  subject  of  this  brief 
sketch;  Alanson  D.  and  Alonzo  D.,  twins; 
and  Chloe,  who  was  first  tiie  wife  of  Silas 
Marsh,  and  after  his  death  married  for  hci' 
second  husband  a  Mr.  Henderson.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  are  now  dead.  Mr.  Roswell 
M.  Ikirber's  seeonil  wife,  I'hilanda  Ransom, 
bore  him  one  child,  I'.slher  P.,  who  is  now  the 
widow  of  F.  Ransom. 

Roswell  O.  liarber  receiveil  a  substantial 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  the 
Plattsburg    Academy,   and,    when    a    y(nith    of 
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nineteen  years,  began  teaching  school  in  Beek- 
niantown,  receiving  the  nuinificcnt  sahiry  of 
ten  dolhirs  per  month,  and  "boarding  round." 
lie  taught  during  the  winter  months,  and 
worked  on  the  farm  during  seed-time  and  har- 
vest, until  after  coming  of  age.  He  then 
gave  up  liis  profession,  and  for  a  year  and  a 
lialf  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  general  store, 
an  employment  which  he  was  obliged  to  resign 
on  account  of  ill  health.  Returning  to  the 
home  of  his  parents,  he  then  [nnxhased  of  his 
father  a  farm  in  East  Beekmantown;  and  this 
he  conducted  successfully  until  1859.  Mr. 
ISarber  then  came  to  Plattsburg  and  engaged  in 
tr.ide  as  a  dealer  in  general  merchandise.  The 
business  he  gradually  increased,  adding  the 
sale  of  farm  implements,  seeds,  groceries,  and 
provisions,  becoming  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous and  enterprising  merchants  in  the  village, 
and  admitted  his  sons  into  partnership  with 
him,  continuing  under  the  firm  name  of  R.  O. 
Barber  &  Sons.  When  about  seventy  years  of 
age,  realizing  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  few 
years  of  enjo\'ment  after  his  many  years  of  in- 
cessant labor,  he  retired  from  active  business, 
leaving  it  to  his  sons. 

In  May,  1838,  Mr.  Barber  married  Sabrina 
Ivansom,  daughter  of  Roswell  and  Ruth 
(Kingslcy)  Ransom,  of  Chazy.  They  have 
reared  a  family  of  seven  children  —  Henry, 
Charles  O.,  George  Edward,  Robert,  Ellen 
Irena,  Herbert,  ami  Ruth.  Henry,  the  eldest 
child,  was  born  July  14,  1839.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  for  the  ^lelence  of 
the  Union,  and  served  in  the  infantry  imtil 
March,    1863,    when    he   was   promoted   to   the 


rank  of  Lieutenant  in  a  regiment  of  cavalry; 
but  while  travelling  to  join  his  command  he 
was  taken  sick,  anil  died  a  few  days  later,  on 
March  31,  1863.  Charles  O.,  the  second  son, 
was  born  February  14,  1841,  and  passed  to  the 
higher  life  in  July,  1893.  He  married 
Amelia  Heaton,  who  bore  him  three  children 
—  Parley  H.,  Jessie,  and  Charles.  George 
Edward  Barber  married  Elizabeth  Dewey,  and 
they  have  five  children  —  Mar)',  Silas  D., 
Helen,  Roswell  O.,  and  George.  Robert, 
who  was  born  August  7,  1850,  died  in  1866. 
Helen  Irena,  born  March  14,  1856,  lived  but 
eighteen  years.  Herbert,  who  married  I'^lla 
Lamson,  died  leaving  one  son,  Robert  Lam- 
son.  Ruth,  the  youngest  child,  lives  with  her 
parents. 

Mr.  Barber  is  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church,  to  which  he  and  his  wife  have  be- 
longed for  many  years.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party;  and  he  was 
one  of  the  three  men  who  met  and  organized 
this  party  in  Beekmantown,  and  one  of  the 
seven  that  voted  the  ticket  that  year.  Mr. 
Barber  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  and  one 
of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Iron  Na- 
tional Bank,  in  which  he  was  for  many  years 
a  Director. 


r^EWIS  II.  ROE  and  his  brother,  George 
I J  G.  Roe,  who  are  important  factors  in 
^^  ^  the  industries  of  Mineville,  Essex 
County,  are  worthy  representatives  of  a 
pioneer  family  of  Orange  County,  New  York, 
the  inunigrant  ancestor,   according  to  the  his- 
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tory  of  that  county,  having  been  Jesse  Roe, 
who  came  to  America  from  Scotland.  He  set- 
tled in  Florida,  Orange  County,  probably 
about  1730;  and  a  parchment  deed  of  property 
owned  by  him,  dated  in  173",  is  in  the  office 
of  the  County  Clerk.  He  reared  several 
daughters  and  seven  sons,  one  of  whom  was 
Captain  Nathaniel  Roe,  the  great-grandfather 
of  the  above-named  citizens  of  Mineville. 

Captain  Nathaniel  Roe  bought  a  large  tract 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Chester,  N.Y.,  in  1751, 
he  being  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  that 
place;  and  his  farm  of  five  hundred  acres  is 
still  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his  descend- 
ants. His  pioneer  residence,  built  in  1762, 
was  torn  down  by  his  grandson,  Jesse  Roc, 
wlio  erected  the  present  dwelling  in  1845. 
Captain  Roe  died  in  1813,  aged  eighty-one 
years;  and  his  wife,  Susannah  Roc,  f(dlowed 
him  to  the  silent  land  within  forty-eight 
hours,  being  eighty-three  years  of  age.  Their 
son  Daniel,  who  succeeded  to  the  ownership 
of  the  homestead,  died  there  on  May  23,  1833. 
His  wife,  Mary  Satterly,  whom  he  married  on 
A|n-il  4,  17S2,  survived  him,  dying  October  8, 
1840,  aged  seventy-seven  years.  They  were 
regular  attendants  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
of  which  she  was  one  of  the  founders  and  an 
original  member."  They  reared  nine  children 
—  Betsey  O.,  Abigail,  Juliana,  'I'homas  W., 
Lewis  H.,  Nathaniel  S.,  William,  Gcnest  M., 
and  Jesse. 

Genest  M.  Roc,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  S. 
Roe,  was  born  August  16,  1804,  at  Chester, 
and  tlierc  received  his  elementary  education. 
He  subsequently  attended  Williams  College, 


going  thence  to  the  New  York  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  with  an  ex- 
cellent record.  He  at  once  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  spending  two  years  at  Pleas- 
ant Valley,  whence  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
Monroe,  also  in  Orange  County,  where  lie 
spent  his  remaining  years.  He  bought  a  farm, 
which  he  managed  in  addition  to  the  practice 
of  medicine.  Dr.  Roe  was  a  man  of  refine- 
ment and  culture,  universally  loved  and  re- 
spected, and  of  high  standing  in  his  piofes- 
sion.  His  advice  was  widely  sought,  being 
given  to  the  poor  as  freely  as  to  the  rich;  and 
his  death  in  1854,  when  in  the  prime  of  a 
vigorous  manhood,  was  deeply  lamented.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Elizabeth  Gough.  Her  father,  a  native  of 
Dublin,  Ireland,  and  a  man  of  scholarly  at- 
tainments, came  to  this  country  somewhat 
early  in  life,  and  was  married  in  New  \'()rk 
City.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  G.  Roe  was  born  at 
Bloomingdale,  N.Y.,  December  25,  1812, 
and  died  at  her  residence  in  Westport,  I'.ssex 
County,  July  I3,  1887.  Her  parents  lived  for 
a  time  in  Pleasant  \'alley,  but  afterward  set- 
tled in  Monroe.  Six  children  were  born  to 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Roe,  as  follows:  Lewis  11., 
Alice,  George  G.,  Sojihia,  Jennie,  and  Minnie. 
Alice  is  tlie  wife  of  Professor  Owen,  of  Ticon- 
deroga;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  Charles  E.  Hall, 
of  Westport;  Sojjhia  married  J.  G.  Wither- 
bee,  who  occupied  a  responsilde  [losition  witli 
the  firm  of  Witherbec,  .Sherman  &  Co.  lie 
died  in  August,  1875,  his  wife  on  March  2, 
1874.  Minnie  married  Mr.  John  W.  White- 
head, of  Port  Henry. 
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Lewis  IL  Roe,  who  was  named  for  his 
uncle,  is  the  eldest  member  of  the  parental 
household,  having  been  born  at  Pleasant 
Valley,  Orange  County,  August  4,  1832. 
Wiien  he  was  a  little  fellow  of  two  or  three 
years  his  jiarents  removed  to  Monroe,  where 
he  attended  the  public  schools.  He  was  after- 
ward a  student  in  the  private  school  of  Mr. 
Tenl^roeck,  at  Panton,  Vt.,  and  at  the  Port 
Henr)'  Free  School.  Having  completed  his 
course  of  study,  he  taught  school  for  one 
month,  finishing  out  the  term  begun  by  Mr. 
Charles  Sumner.  In  1853  Mr.  Roe  entered 
what  was  then  the  general  store  of  S.  H.  & 
J.  G.  Witherbee,  now  known  as  Allen  &  Sher- 
man's Cedar  Point  store,  and  remained  there 
as  clerk  for  a  year.  In  1854  he  accepted  a 
position  as  l^ook-keejier  at  the  Gough  mines, 
continuing  for  about  four  years,  when  he  went 
to  the  Sisco  I'\n-nace,  where  he  kept  books  for 
four  years  more.  Coming  then  to  Mineville, 
Mr.  Roe  took  a  contract  to  dig  for  ore  for  the 
Port  lienr}'  Iron  Ore  Compan\'  on  lot  No.  21, 
in  which  line  of  work  he  was  interested  for 
two  years.  He  then  went  to  take  chai'ge  of 
the  iron  works  at  I'dizabcthtown,  which  had 
just  been  i)ut  in  operation  b\'  I'detcher  &  Rem- 
ington, who,  after  getting  them  well  under 
way,  sold  out  to  J.  Gook  &  Co.,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  1864. 

■{"he  following  sixteen  years  we  find  Mr. 
Lewis  II.  Roe  engaged  as  superintendent  of 
the  Ciiamplain  Ore  and  Furnace  Company's 
industry  at  Champlain.  In  1880  he  formed  a 
copartnership  with  Professor  James  Hall,  of 
Albany,    to   open   a    mine   at    Mineville,    they 


buying  lot  No.  32  of  the  iron  ore  tract. 
In  the  same  year  they  also  opened  a  general 
store  under  the  firm  name  of  Hall  &  Roe,  and 
two  years  later  they  organized  the  Essex  Min- 
ing Company.  Mr.  Hall  subsequently  sold 
his  interest  to  the  Hon.  .Smith  M.  Weed,  of 
Plattsburg,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Burleigh 
Brothers  &  Waldo.  The  same  year  Mr.  Roe 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  company  to 
Witherbee  &  Sherman,  who  now  control  the 
entire  plant.  Mr.  Roe  then  bought  from  the 
company  Mr.  Hall's  former  interest  in  the 
store,  w'hich  he  has  since  conducted  most  suc- 
cessfully and  profitably.  In  1874,  he  with  his 
brother,  George  G.  Roe,  and  T.  I'.  Witherbee 
bought  the  Quartz  and  Feldspar  Company's 
mine,  which  the  brothers  still  operate,  ship- 
ping these  minerals,  which  are  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  crockery,  to  St.  John,  N.B., 
London,  P3ngland,  and  to  other  foreign  ports. 
Mr.  L.  H.  Roe  is  a  strong  Republican  in  pol- 
itics. He  served  as  Supervisor  of  the  town  of 
Westport  for  three  years,  and  has  been  for 
some  time  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board  of 
Mineville.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  iielonging  to  the  Morning  .Sim 
Lodge,  A.  I".  &  A.  M.,  No.  142,  at  Port 
Henry. 

/3)hORGP:  G.  ROE  was  born  June  22, 
\mJ_  1S38,  at  Monroe,  Orange  Counts', 
and  was  there  reared.  He  was  educated  at 
Fort  lidward  Academy,  at  Fort  Edward,  N.Y. 
When  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  in  1857,  he 
entered  the  service  of  the  Port  Henry  Inni  Ore 
Company,    taking    charge    of     tiie    works    and 
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overseeing  the  men.  The  mines  at  that  time 
were  not  fully  opened,  ami  but  few  men  were 
erthployed.  Consequently  the  work  of  super- 
intending the  employees  took  l.iut  little  of  the 
time  of  Mr.  Roc,  who,  when  not  otherwise  en- 
gaged, weighed  the  ore,  and  took  upon  himself 
the  general  care  of  the  business.  As  the 
mines  developed,  and  the  business  increased, 
Mr.  Roe's  responsibilities  became  correspond- 
ingly greater,  and  he  fully  demonstrated  his 
ability  to  conduct  a  large  business  with  the 
same  eminent  success  he  met  with  in  the  man- 
agement of  a  smaller  one.  During  the  long 
period  of  years  he  has  acted  as  superintendent 
and  general  manager  of  the  works  his  admin- 
istration has  reflected  great  credit  upon  him- 
self, and  won  the  earnest  approval  of  all  con- 
cerned. In  addition  to  this  business,  Mr. 
Roe  is  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Lewis 
H.  in  the  quartz,  and  feldspar  mine,  of  which 
mention  has  been  made  above. 

Mr.  George  G.  Roe  is  a  gentleman  of  fine 
presence,  of  a  kindly,  sympathetic  nature. 
However  harassed  by  the  cares  of  his  busy 
life  he  always  finds  time  to  devote  to  his 
friends  or  to  listen  to  their  sorrows  and 
troubles,  never  forgetting  to  assist  to  the  ut- 
most those  in  need.  He  is  held  in  the  highest 
regard  throughout  the  entire  community,  and 
is  very  popular  among  the   men  in   his  charge. 

Mr.  Roc  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  Annie  Saville,  of  Ikooklyn,  to  whom  he 
was  united  in  1866,  died  in  July,  iSgo.  Of 
the  seven  children  born  of  that  union,  five  are 
now  living;  namely,  J*",mily,  Lewis,  Chester, 
Louisa,    and    Arthur.      Lewis   attended    Union 


College,  and  after  leaving  that  institution 
went  on  the  road  as  a  travelling  salesman  for 
J.  Leroy  Pine,  of  Albany.  Me  subsequently 
managed  a  hotel  for  a  time  at  Roxbur)',  Vt., 
but  has  now  the  charge  of  his  father's  estate 
in  Westport.  Chester  attended  the  Peekskill 
Military  Academy  for  three  years,  and  then 
entered  the  wholesale  leather  house  of  T.  1'. 
Howe,  of  New  York  City,  where  he  is  at  pres- 
ent engaged  as  a  salesman.  After  the  ileath 
of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Roe  married  Miss  Ann 
P2.,  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  Rlackburne,  the 
foremost  architect  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

In  politics  Mr.  George  G.  Roe  is  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  but  takes  no  very 
active  part  in  local  affairs.  Although  not  a 
professing  Christian,  he  was  one  of  tiie 
founders  of  the  Presbyterian  chrirch,  which 
was  erected  largely  through  his  efforts  in  Jan- 
uary, 1876,  and  of  which  he  has  been  a  Trus- 
tee for  several  years.  Mr.  Roe  is  influential 
in  social  organizations,  belonging  to  the 
Morning  .Sun  Lodge,  No.  142,  A.  1".  &  A.  M., 
of  Port  Henry,  and  to  the  Iron  Oi-e  Lodge,  No. 
583,  Indeiiendent  Order  of  Odd  I""ellr)\vs,  of 
Minevillc. 


LMON  D.  l-LLTON,  a  retired  farmer 
and  iron  manufacturer  living  at  I'lllen- 
Lmi'g  I)e])ot,  N.  v.,  was  hovn  in 
Wardsboro,  \'t.,  December  22,  1821.  His 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  (Calhoun)  ]'"el- 
ton,  the  former  a  native  of  Barre,  Mass. 

A  review  of  the  ancestral  history  of  the  i'el- 
ton  family  is  of  interest.  Nathaniel  h'ellon, 
the  first  to  come  to  this   country,  was   born    in 
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England.  In  if\]^  be  crossed  the  Atlantic, 
and,  on  reaching  this  country,  settled  in 
Salem,  Mass.  A  year  latci-  he  went  back  to 
England,  hut  in  1G45  he  retuined  to  Massa- 
chusetts and  lived  there  during  the  rest  of 
his  life.  l'|)oii  his  second  arrival  he  settled 
(.)n  what  came  to  be  known  as  Eelton  Mill,  in 
the  town  of  Danvers,  now  Peabody. 

One  of  his  descendants,  Benjamin  Felton, 
was  a  man  of  superior  judgment  and  executive 
ability,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  served  in  the  army  during  the 
l\e\dlutionary  W'ar  and  held  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant, but  subsecjuently  commanded  a  com- 
pany of  the  State  militia  and  was  familiarly 
known  as  Captain  I-'elton.  He  participated 
in  the  battle  of  15unker  Hill;  the  retreat  from 
Long  Island  ;  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  Octo- 
ber 28,  1776;  the  battle  of  Trenton,  Decem- 
ber 26  of  that  year,  in  which  Washington  so 
signally  defeated  Rahl  with  his  Hessian  troops, 
the  latter  sustaining  a  loss  of  one  thousand, 
and  the  former  of  only  nine;  and  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  June  2(1,  177S,  in  which  Washing- 
ton defeated  Clinton,  the  Pritish  general. 
I5y  his  first  wife,  whose  name  is  not  recorded, 
Benjamin  Felton  had  two  daughters;  and  by 
his  second  wife,  Ruth  Hamilton,  he  hail  eight 
sons  and  three  daughters,  who  all  lived  to 
marry.  Cajitain  Felton  was  a  Methodist  in 
religious  belief.  He  lived  to  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty  years. 

John  l'"elton,  a  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
in  Barre,  Mass.,  in  December,  1779.  He  re- 
moved from  Massachusetts  to  Windham 
Countv,    Vermont,    and    thence    to    Schuxier's 


Falls,  Clinton  County,  where  he  first  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  having  previously 
been  a  farmer.  He  continued  to  reside  there 
until  his  death,  January  13,  1S52.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Calhoun,  was  a 
descendant  of  the  same  family  as  John  C.  Cal- 
houn. I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  John  Felton  had  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  have  died  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Almon  D.  and  his  brother,  Moses 
F.,  residing  in  Malone,  N.  S.  Among  the  dis- 
tinguished names  that  grace  the  P'elton  family 
record  may  be  mentioned  Cornelius  C.  Felton, 
a  former  President  of  Harvard  College;  his 
brother,  John  B.  Felton,  late  an  eminent 
lawyer  in  California;  and  Senator  Felton,  of 
that  State. 

Almon  D.  P'elton  learned  the  iron-working 
business  at  his  father's  forge  in  Schuyler's 
Falls.  By  the  time  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  had  become  a  good  workman,  and 
when  twenty-four  years  old  he  began  to  ham- 
mer the  metal  into  bars.  After  his  marriage 
he  continued  for  some  time  engaged  in  the 
iron  business,  and  then  gave  it  up  and  moved 
on  to  a  farm,  where  he  remained  for  a  number 
of  vears.  The  times  becoming  favorable  to 
trade,  he  resumed  the  iron  business,  to  whicli 
he  devoted  his  energies  till  1S63,  when  he 
again  settled  on  a  farm.  He  was  thencefor- 
ward occuiiied  with  agricultural  labors  until 
1876,  the  year  of  his  retirement  from  active 
pursuits. 

Mr.  P'elton  left  home  at  eighteen  years  of 
ajje,  and  four  vears  later  he  "was  married  to 
Miss  Celinda  Mar.sh,  of  Chazy,  N.  V.  She 
was  born   October   30,   1818,  and   is  a  daughter 
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of  Isaac  and  Susie  (R(ibcrts)  Marsli.  Mr. 
Marsh,  who  was  born  August  29,  1793,  and 
s[)ent  his  life  as  a  farmer,  died  l""cbruary  26, 
1874.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Mrs.  Marsh  lived  to  be  eighty-eight  years  old, 
dying  Mav  10,  iS<S4.  They  were  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
all  of  whom  came  to  maturity  and  married. 
Two  daughters  and  one  son  are  now  living, 
namely  :  Mrs.  Felton,  who  is  next  to  the  old- 
est ;  the  Rev.  E.  Marsh,  pastor  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcojial  church  in  Schoharie,  N.Y.  ; 
and  Mary  Jane,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
now  the  wife  of  Aaron  Chase,  of  Waltham, 
Mass. 

Mr.  and  I\Irs.  Felton  have  had  five  children, 
of  whom  a  brief  account  follows.  A  son, 
l-'lam,  died  in  infancy.  Isaac  Marsh  Felton 
died  in  1857,  at  twelve  years  of  age.  Mar- 
shall A.,  a  farmer  in  Oklahoma,  to  which 
place  he  removed  from  Kansas,  has  buried  a 
.son  and  daughter,  and  now  has  three  sons  and 
one  daughter.  Susie  S.,  the  wife  of  John 
Thompson,  of  Altona,  has  two  children. 
Mary  J.  married  Kmmett  Cheesman,  and  lives 
on  a  farm  in  Flleidjurg;  they  have  lost  one 
daughter,  and  now -have  two  daughters  living 
—  Cclinda  Ruth,  five  years  old,  named  for  her 
great-grandmother;  and  Lillian  Grace,  one 
year  old. 

In  politics  Mr.  I'elton  was  born  and  bred  a 
Democrat;  but  some  time  before  the  war  he 
was  converted  to  Republicanism,  and  he  has 
since  remained  a  Republican.  He  has  held 
various  offices  of  public  trust,  including  that 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  fourteen  consecutive 


years.  To  this  he  was  again  re-electeil,  but 
making  a  change  of  residence  he  did  not 
cjualify.  He  was  also  Associate  Justice  two 
terms. 


APTAIN  BYRON  J.  HOLT,  resid- 
ing at  45  Oak  Street,  Plattsburg,  a 
man  of  excellent  business  capacity 
and  judgment,  is  serving  his  second  term  as 
Lhiited  States  Ins|)ector  of  Steam-vessels. 
He  was  born  in  Massena,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  v.,  August  3,  1832.  His  father, 
James  Bennett  Holt,  was  born  in  1797,  in 
the  town  of  Glen  Guary,  Canada.  He  was  a 
blacksmith,  but  followed  his  trade  for  a  short 
time  only.  On  his  removal  to  New  York 
State  he  located  first  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
coming  thence  to  Clinton  Countv,  where  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  in  which 
he  ctnitinucd  engaged  for  a  number  ot  years. 
He  afterward  removeil  to  I'lattsbiug,  where 
he  jxissed  his  declining  years,  dying  on  June 
27,  1857.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  War  of 
1 812,  and  received  a  land  warrant  for  his  ser- 
vices therein.  He  mariied  Hannah  Jocelyn, 
who  was  born  in  Morristown,  Vt.,  August  6, 
1798,  a  daughter  of  .Sanuiel  and  Hannah 
(Burk)  Jocelyn.  She  survived  her  hLisbancl, 
living  until  March  27,  1866.  She  was  the 
mother  of  five  children;  namely,  Iliiam  B. , 
Jacob  II.,  Caroline  E.,  Byron  J.,  and  Rich- 
ard Johnson. 

Byron  J.  Holt  was  but  an  infant  when  his 
parents  came  to  this  county;  and  here  he  re- 
ceived ills  education,  atteriding  school  until 
si.xteen  years  of  age.      He  then    shipped   before 
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the  mast  as  a  sailor  on  a  sloop.  Four  years 
later,  bciii!;'  then  but  twenty  years  of  aj:;e,  he 
became  commander  of  a  sloop,  and  from  that 
time  on  had  charge  of  different  sailing-crafts 
until  1863.  In  that  year  Mr.  Holt  was  ap- 
])ointed  pilot  of  the  steamer  "Boston,"  and  the 
following  year  of  the  steamer  "America." 
After  continuing  as  jiilot  for  five  years,  he  was 
made  Captain  of  the  steamer  "Montreal"  ;  and 
in  1869  he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  pur- 
chased the  steamer  "Brilliant,"  bringing  it 
to  Lake  Champlain  via  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and 
tlie  St.  Lawrence  River.  He  subsequently 
commanded  the  "Oakcs  Ames"  and  other 
steamers,  being  a  most  [Kipular  Caiitain,  his 
crew  and  the  passengers  having  full  confidence 
in  his  pow-er  and  judgment. 

Captain  Holt  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Clinton 
County  in  1877,  and  served  a  full  term  of 
three  years.  Returning  to  his  former  pleasant 
occupation,  he  became  Captain  of  the  "Ma- 
quam"  ;  and  during  the  last  two  years  of  his 
life  on  the  lake  he  commanded  the  "Ver- 
mont." He  first  held  the  office  of  United 
States  Insiiector  of  Steam-vessels  during  the 
first  administration  of  President  Cleveland, 
and  was  again  apjiointed  to  the  same  resi)onsi- 
ble  position  in  1894,  and  is  serving  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  ofthe 
government.  Since  1868  Captain  Holt  has 
been  interested  in  agricultural  pursuits;  and 
he  still  owns  a  well-imjjroved  and  valuable 
farm,  situatetl  aliout  seven  and  one-half  miles 
from  the  court-house. 

In  December,  1868,  Captain  Byron  J.  Holt 
and    Mary  I).  Craig,    daughter  of  John   Craig, 


of  Peru,  were  united  in  marriage.  l-'our  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them  ;  but  of  tliese  the  two 
eldest  have  passed  from  earth,  Harry,  their 
first-born,  having  died  when  a  lad  of  si.x  years, 
and  Mary  Adaline,  the  second,  in  the  twenty 
fourth  year  of  her  age.  A  son  and  a  daughter 
are  still  living — William  Flagg  and  Hannah 
R.  In  his  ])olitical  affiliations  the  Captain 
is  a  decided  and  uncompromising  Democrat, 
and  has  always  fulfilled  his  obligations  as 
a  true  and  loyal  citizen  in  a  most  worthy  man- 
ner. Religiously,  his  wife  and  children  are 
consistent  and  active  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcoijal  church. 


DWARD  E.  WILSON,  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  respected  citizen  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  N.Y. ,  is  descended  from  a  worthy 
pioneer  of  Essex  County,  being  a  grandson  of 
William  Wilson,  who  settled  here  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  centur)-.  He  was  a  native 
of  New  York  City,  having  been  born  on  Pearl 
Street  in  1760.  He  was  a  carpenter,  and  fcd- 
lowetl  his  trade  in  Ticonderoga  for  many 
years,  but  eventually  removeil  to  Elmira, 
where  he  closed  his  eyes  upon  earthly  scenes 
in  1856.  He  reared  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  one  son  being  Melancthon, 
Mr.   Wilson's  father. 

Melancthon  Wilson  was  born  in  Ticonderoga 
in  1806.  He  learned  his  father's  trade,  and 
carried  on  a  substantial  business  as  a  builder 
in  this  vicinity,  where  he  rounded  out  a  full 
period  of  years,  dying  April  24,  1891,  leaving 
an  estimated  projicrty  of  ten   thousand  dollars 
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to  his  heirs.  In  1828  he  married  Letitia 
Bigeh)w,  also  a  native  of  Ticonderoga,  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Bigelow.  They 
became  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
namely:  one  son,  who  died  in  infancy;  Char- 
lotte, who  died  when  nine  years  old;  Ann, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  William, 
a  carpenter,  residing  at  Wausau,  Wis.  ;  Mrs. 
Mary  Norton,  a  widow,  living  in  this  town; 
Edward  E.  ;  Augusta,  also  a  resident  of  Ticon- 
deroga; George  W. ,  a  merchant  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.  ;  Charlotte,  wife  of  William  Mc- 
Cloughlin,  of  Ticonderoga;  Helen,  wife  of 
Edward  M.  Arthur,  of  Orwell,  Vt.  ;  Emeline, 
wife  of  A.  Z.  Thatcher,  of  Bath-on-the-Hud- 
son.  The  mother  died  in  the  jirime  of  life,  in 
1851.  The  father  was  a  man  of  influence  in 
public  affairs,  much  respected  for  rectitude 
of  character,  and  for  twenty  years  or  more 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Edward  E.  Wilson  was  born  at  Upper  Falls, 
Ticonderoga,  January  8,  1837,  and  was  here 
bred  and  educated.  Inheriting  the  mechanical 
ability  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  he  early 
began  using  tools,  and  when  fifteen  years  of 
age  began  working  with  his  father  at  the  car- 
penter's trade.  Removing  then  to  Wausau, 
Wis.,  he  secured  work  as  a  builder  and  carpen- 
ter, receiving  at  first  two  dollars  per  day  and 
afterward  an  additional  fifty  cents,  his  hours 
being  from  sun  to  sun.  On  August  15,  1861, 
he  enlisted  as  a  ])rivate  in  Company  B,  First 
Wisconsin  Cavalry,  from  Wausau,  serving  for 
three  years  and  twenty-two  days,  on  Septem- 
ber 7,  1864,  receiving  his  discharge  at  Carters- 
ville,  Ga.      The  term  of  the  regiment's  enlist- 


ment had  e.\i)ired  nearly  five  weeks  before  that 
time;  but  ninety  of  the  men,  including  Mr. 
Wilson,  had  volunteered  to  stay  and  help  caiU- 
ure  the  city.  Sad  to  relate,  only  forty-one 
of  the  heroic  ninety  escaped  death  at  the  hands 
of  the  enemy  during  the  siege  of  Atlanta. 
Mr.  Wilson  was  twice  wounded  at  Dalton  val- 
ley, once  in  the  right  knee  and  once  by  a  sabre 
point  on  the  head.  He  also  received  .severe 
injuries  while  on  a  steamboat  in  Arkan.sas, 
being  struck  by  a  lever,  which  broke  two  ribs 
and  his  hip  bone.  Mr.  Wilson  now  draws 
a  pension  of  twenty-four  dollars  per  month  as 
part  compensation  for  his  injuries  received 
while  in  the  army. 

At  Ticonderoga,  April  7,  1S65,  Mr.  Wilson 
married  Columbia  Simmons,  who,se  i)arents, 
A.sa  anil  Mary  Simmons,  removed  here  from 
Vermont,  and  here  reared  their  five  children. 
Mrs.  Wilson  pas.sed  to  the  life  inniiortal  on 
July  7,  1876,  aged  ihirty-.seven  years,  leaving 
three  children,  namely:  Melancthon,  who 
lives  on  the  home  farm;  Mary  Bassett ;  and 
Anna,  who,  at  the  age  of  two  years,  followed 
her  mother  to  the  unknown  shore. 

Mr.  Wilson  settled  on  his  present  farm  of 
seventy-three  acres  in  1876,  the  land  then 
being  ]jartiy  improved.  lie  has  since  buill 
his  residence  and  some  of  the  barns  and  out- 
buildings, and  has  utilized  the  fine  spring  by 
the  erection  of  water  works,  which  convey  the 
water  to  a  large  reservoir  that  is  under  cover, 
is  frost  [iroof,  and  contains  a  filter.  Mr. 
Wilson  carries  on  general  farming  in  all  of 
its  branches,  raising  many  fine  hor.ses  and 
many  choice  breeds  of   poultry,  making  a  spe- 
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cialty  of  his  flocks  of  geese  and  ducks,  wliicli 
incliulc  such  fancy  water-fowls  as'  the  Tou- 
louse, iMiidens,  Moinion,  Ijesides  the  conmion 
ducks.  He  has  made  excellent  success  in  this 
line,  having  raised  geese  that  weighed  twenty- 
four  pountls.  Ticonderoga  Creek,  an  outlet  of 
Lake  George,  runs  through  his  farm,  making 
a  fine  pond  for  the  geese,  wdiich  often  sail  into 
Lake  Chamjilain,  a  half-mile  away. 

In  1889  Mr.  Wilson  set  out  the  row  of  fine 
elms  which  adorn  East  Exchange  Street  near 
the  pulp-mill,  and  these  will  stand  a  lasting 
monument  to  his  foresight  and  generous  zeal 
for  public  improvements.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Alfred  Weed  Post,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  has  been 
Commaiuler,  and  in  politics  is  a  straight 
l\.ei)ublican,  having  voted  with  that  party  since 
casting  his  first  ballot.  He  takes  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  j)ublic  affairs,  for  ten  years 
has  served  as  Inspector  of  Elections,  and  is 
now  filling  the  office  of  Overseer  oi  the  Poor 
for  the  fifth  term. 


'OIIN  J.  ROBINSON,  ^^D.,  of  Ellen- 
burg  Centre,  Clinton  County,  N.Y., 
where  he  settled  shortly  after  complet- 
ing his  medical  education,  was  l)orn  in  Schuy- 
ler's I'^alls,  this  county,  October  11,  1858, 
and  is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Aurilla  (Cuttler) 
Robinson. 

His  father  was  an  iron  worker  by  vocation, 
who,  though  he  never  accumulated  wealth, 
was  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  secured 
for  his  children  good  educational   advantages. 


He  died  December  31,  i88g,  almost  in  the 
last  hour  of  that  year,  aged  si.\ty-nine  years. 
His  wife,  Aurilla  Cuttler,  who  was  born  in 
Jay,  N.Y.,  is  now  living  in  Chicago,  111. 
She  is  still  active  in  mind  and  body,  although 
seventy-seven  years  of  age.  Fourteen  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  of  whom  Dr.  John  J. 
I^obinson  was  the  twelfth  in  order  of  birth 
and  the  youngest  of  nine  sons.  Of  the  five 
sons  and  four  daughters  that  reached  maturity, 
si.x  are  now  living,  namely:  Hiram,  an  iron 
worker  at  Saranac,  Clinton  County,  N.Y. ; 
P'red  T.,  a  druggist  and  the  present  Postmaster 
of  Genoa,  111.;  Dr.  E.  A.  Robinson,  of 
Genoa,  111.;  Anna  R.,  the  wife  of  Carlisle  H. 
Dana,  of  Plattsburg,  N.Y.  ;  Sarah  L.,  who 
married  S.  P.  Wilson,  of  Saranac;  and  Dr. 
John  J.  Robinson. 

John  J.  Robinson,  when  but  five  months 
old,  was  taken  to  Saranac,  this  county,  where 
he  received  a  common-school  and  academic  ed- 
ucation, remaining  there  until  reaching  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years,  when  he  began  to 
read  medicine  with  his  brother.  Dr.  E.  A. 
Robinson,  who  was  at  that  time  {practising  in 
Jay,  N.Y.  He  afterward  entered  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont,  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1886;  and  the 
following  year  he  engaged  in  practice  at 
ICllenburg,  where  he  has  since  remained.  On 
the  30th  of  December,  1887,  Dr.  Robinson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Taylor, 
a  native  of  Canada.  I\Irs.  Robinson's  parents, 
R.  N.  and  Amanda  (.Stearns)  Taylor,  wdio  for 
many  years  have  been  residents  of  Ellenburg, 
have  had  four   sons   and    five   daughters,  all    of 
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whom  are  living,  with  the  exce])tion  of  a 
son  who  died  in  early  chiUlhnod.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Robinson  have  lost  an  infant  son,  and 
have  one  child  living — Ruth  Lucile  Robin- 
son, born  August  13,    1891. 

Like  his  father,  Dr.  Robinson  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  For  six  years  he  has  served  as 
Coroner.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Northern 
New  York  Medical  Association,  anil  also 
of  the  Clinton  County  Medical  Society, 
being  President  of  the  latter.  I'^raternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  I-nienburg  Lodge,  No.  700, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  I'ellows.  He  and 
Mrs.  Robinson  have  lived  in  their  present 
home  since  1889. 


ACA^MLLIAM  Rh:i{D  is  a  well-known 
f^\  citizen  of  I'lattsburg,  N.Y.,  where 
he  has  been  engaged  in  business  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  having  likewise  serveil  efficiently 
in  various  public  offices.  lie  was  born  August 
31,  1822,  in  the  town  of  Lanark,  l'ro\'ince  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  and  is  of  stuiil)-  .Scotch 
parentage  and  ancestry. 

Ills  father,  James  Ri^cd,  was  born  in  (Glas- 
gow, Scotland,  and  there  reared  and  married. 
He  was  a  miller  by  occup.ation,  following  that 
trade  in  his  native  countr\'  until  a  lew  )ears 
after  his  marriage,  when  he  emigratetl  to 
America,  being  the  only  member  of  his 
father's  family  to  lea\-e  their  native  heatli. 
Accom|)anied  b\'  his  wife  and  two  children, 
he  crossed  the  ocean,  and  located  in  Lanark, 
Ontario,  where  he  engaged  in  faiining.  He 
lived  however,    but   a    year    or    two    after    his 


arrival,  and  at  his  decease  left  his  widow,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Margaret  Craig,  with  four 
chihhen  ;  namely,  Margaret  C,  Jane  \V. , 
William,  and  Janet.  She  afterward  maiiied 
Daniel  Simpson,  and  removed  with  her  family 
to  Iku'lingtou,  \'t.,  where  she  passed  her 
remaining  years,  by  her  second  uninn  be- 
coming the  mother  of  four  more  thildien. 

William  Reed  was  very  )'oung  when  his 
father  died;  and  he  continued  to  li\'e  in  the 
jilace  i)f  Ills  bii'th  until  fifteen  years  old,  when 
he  mox'ed  to  Turlington,  Vt.,  where  he  entered 
upon  an  aiiprenticeshii)  to  learn  the  jeweller's 
trade,  serving  si.x  years.  ( )n  attaining  his 
majority,  in  1S43,  Mr.  Reed  caiue  to  I'latts- 
burg and  opened  a  jewelry  store,  which  he  has 
since  conducted  with  success,  being  one  of  the 
oldest  established  merchants  of  the  cit\',  and 
one  of  the  leaders  in  his  line  of  liusiness. 
.Since  coming  here  lie  has  seen  many  wnnder- 
ful  and  important  changes  in  the  business, 
educational,  and  social  circles,  the  |)o])ulation 
having,  doubtless,  doubled,  and  the  means  of 
transjiortation  and  connnunication  with  domes- 
tic and  foi'eign  countrit^s  having  been  increased 
be\'ond  the  imagination  of  the  most  visionary 
mind  of  that  day. 

Two  years  after  coming  here,  on  October  19, 
1845,  Mr.  Recti  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lury  Ann  I'llkins,  of  I'lattsburg.  Into  their 
houseliold  ha\'e  been  born  three  sons  and  one 
diUighter,  all  now  deceased  e.Ncept  one  son, 
Lewis  Cass.  On  October  19,  1895,  Mi.  and 
Mrs.  Reed  celebratetl  their  golden  wetlding, 
receiving  a  number  of  presents  witli  the  con- 
"■ratulations  of  numerous  friends. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Reed  lakes  an  active  inter- 
est, and  is  a  supporter  of  the  [Principles  of  the 
Democratic  jiarty,  having  joined  its  ranks  on 
casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  in  US44  for 
James  K.  Polk.  He  has  filled  many  impor- 
tant offices,  having  heen  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  twelve  years,  Overseer  of 
the  Poor  two  years.  Town  .Auditor  three  years. 
Collector  of  the  Port  of  Champlain  District 
four  years,  serving  under  President  Cleveland's 
administration  (first  term),  and  for  twenty 
years  was  a  member  of  the  County  l^oard  of 
Supervisors,  serving  on  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant committees.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
lioard  of  Alms,  and  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Water  Commissioners,  holding  the  re- 
sponsible lujsition  of  Chairman.  In  all  places 
of  public  trust  Mr.  Reed  has  exhibited  a  sound- 
ness of  judgment,  wisdom,  and  integrity  that 
have  won  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
constituents,  making  him  a  most  desirable 
civic  official.  Religiously,  he  contributes 
toward  the  sujjport  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
of  which  Mrs.   Reed  is  a  consistent  member. 


C!)l  IIOMA.S  P.  HUMPHREY,  a  successful 
all  and  popular  merchant  of  the  village  of 
Cherubusco,  in  the  town  of  Clinton,  Clinton 
County,  N.  V. ,  was  born  on  December  7,  1861. 
He  is  the  third  son  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  A. 
(Howen)  Humphrey,  both  natives  of  New 
York  State,  and  is  now  conducting  the  busi- 
ness established  by  his  father,  who  was  one  of 
the  leading  merchants  of  Northern  New  York. 
(See  sketch  on  another  page.) 


Thomas  received  a  common-school  education 
in  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
bejran  to  work  in  his  father's  store  after  school 
hours.  His  health  failing  as  he  neared  his 
majority,  he  went  West  and  remained  in  Colo- 
rado about  a  year.  Returning  home  he  acted 
as  salesman  in  the  store  for  another  year,  and 
then  again  went  West,  where  he  remained  till 
1893,  sojourning  in  Colorado,  Arizona,  New 
Mexico,  and  old  Mexico.  He  was  engaged  in 
mining  some  four  years,  and  in  1884  became 
interested  in  the  cattle  business,  which  proved 
profitable  as  well  as  healthful.  Living  on  a 
ranch  in  New  Mexico,  Mr.  Humphrey  was 
owner  at  one  time  of  one  thousand  head  of 
cattle,  and  bade  fair  to  become  one  of  the 
cattle  kings  of  the  West.  Though  so  young, 
he  soon  became  prominent  as  a  man  of  good 
judgment  and  purposeful  energy.  In  New- 
Mexico  he  was  United  States  Deputy  Cattle 
Inspector,  under  Alexander  Rogers,  receiving 
a  good  salary  from  the  government,  and  was 
superintendent  of  irrigating  ditches  for  one 
district  in  -Sierra  County,  New  Mexico,  also 
foreman  of  the  Detroit  &  Rio  Grande  Live 
Stock  Company,  of  which  Governor  Alger, 
of  Michigan,  was  President. 

At  the  time  of  the  Columbian  Exposition 
he  met  his  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters  at 
Chicago,  and,  returning  home  with  them,  was 
induced  to  remain,  resuming  his  place  in  the 
store,  which  was  then  conducted  by  his 
brothers,  Rufus  and  George,  under  the  name 
of  Humphrey  Prothers.  He  was  a  salaried 
assistant  in  the  store  some  eight  months, 
and  then  purchased   the   concern,    his   brothers 
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giving  their  attention  to  dairy  manufacture 
and  wholesale  produce 'trade.  Mr.  Humphrey 
has  now  been  in  trade  as  proprietor  about  two 
years,  and  is  maintaining  the  reputation  of  the 
house,  which  has  occupied  a  leading  ])lace  in 
the  business  annals  of  Clinton  County  since 
1854.  Few  men  of  his  age  here  have  had 
such  a  varied  experience,  and  a  l)iilliant  future 
seems  to  lie  before  him. 

October  24,  1894,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Anna  Theresa,  daughter  of  John 
Laphan,  Deputy  Collector  of  Customs  at 
Ellenburg  Depot,  N.  Y.  One  child,  a  little 
daughter,  Dorothy  A.,  brightens  theii'  liome. 
In  politics  Mr.  IIuuiphre\-  pieser\-es  the  tradi- 
tions of  his  family,  voting,  like  his  father  and 
grandfather,  the  Democi'atic  ticket.  He  is  a 
man  of  retiring  dis]iosition  and  has  no  desire 
for  public  ijreferment. 


§AMES  B.  KAMSAV,  for  f^fty  years  or 
more  engaged  as  a  carriage  manufact- 
urer in  Ticonderoga,  lissex  County, 
N.Y.,  is  now  living  retired  fi'om  Liusiness  pur- 
suits in  his  cosey  little  home,  into  which  he 
and  his  wife  moved  in  1 84r),  and  where  liiey 
recently  celebrated  the  golden  anniversary  of 
their  wedding.  He  was  born  July  24,  1822, 
at  Newcomb,  this  county,  of  sturdy  Scotch 
ancestry,  being  the  granilson  of  Davitl  Ram- 
say, who  emigrated  from  Scotland  to  America 
when  a  young  man. 

David  Ramsay  was  a  shij)  carpenter  and 
calker,  being  em])loyed  in  the  latter  business, 
calking    canal    boats    after   he    had   passed    his 


eightieth  year.  His  wife,  Nancy  Dunn,  was 
of  Irish  descent.  They  had  a  family  of  seven 
chiltlren,  si.x  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years, 
James,  the  father  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  .sketch,  being 
the  first-born.  Grandfather  Ramsay  died  in 
'■^57.  agetl  ninety-six  years,  his  widow  smviv- 
ing  him  four  years,  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
fourscore  and  ten,  spending  the  latter  ])art  of 
her  life  with  her  grandson,  James  H.  Ramsay. 
James  Ramsay,  who  was  born  in  Greenwich, 
Wa.shington  County,  in  1794,  was  a  lumber 
dealer  in  early  life,  but  afterward  a  jnactising 
ph}-sician  of  the  botanic  school,  using  roots 
aiul  herbs  in  curing  diseases,  meeting  with 
especial  success  in  his  treatment  of  scarlet 
fever  and  severe  cases  of  putrid  jsore  throat, 
continuing  as  an  active  practitioner  until  his 
decease  in  1869.  On  April  7,  1819,  he  was 
married  to  Clarissa  Belden,  a  daughter  of 
Abner  Belden,  of  this  town,  the  nu|)tial  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  Silas  Jennison, 
Escj.,  who  was  afterward  (Jovei-iior  of  Vermont. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  the 
only  one  now  li\-iiig  being  James  B. ,  the 
second-born.  John,  foiiuerl)'  a  lumberman 
and  later  in  the  carriage  business  with  his 
brother,  James  15.,  with  whom  he  spent  the 
last  thirty-five  years  of  his  life,  died  unmar- 
ried in  1886.  Sophia,  who  marrietl  Daniel 
Thomas,  died  in  Philadelphia  at  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  leaving  three  chihlren.  William, 
at  one  time  a  ilruggist  in  Warren  County, 
sjient  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  with 
James  B.,  engaged  as  a  carriage  painter. 
Walter  learned  the  carriage-maker's  trade  with 


2  do 


UIOGRAPHICAL    REVIKW 


James  I?.,  working  with  him  until  tiic  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion,  win-n  he  enlisted  in 
the  Ninety-sixth  New  York  VoUmteer  Infan- 
try, in  which  he  served  two  years,  being  under 
McClellan  at  Chickahominy  a  i)art  of  the 
lime.  He  lived  for  nearly  eight  years  after 
his  discharge,  but  was  never  jihysically  strong. 
Orrin,  the  yoiuigest  son,  w'as  a  carriage-maker 
and  painter,  the  five  sons  at  one  time  working 
together.  He  married,  and  at  his  death  left 
three  sons,  two  of  whom  are  now  residing  in 
California,  one  having  tlied  there.  Mrs.  Cla- 
rissa J?.  Ramsay  passed  to  the  life  immortal 
in  1836,  when  her  si.\  childien  were  young. 
James  B.  Ramsay  had  but  a  limited  educa- 
tion, being  early  obliged  to  earn  his  own 
living.  He  learned  his  trade  of  Hailey  & 
Frazer,  carriage  manufacturei's  in  this  |dace, 
working  for  them  until  1843,  when  he  suc- 
ceeded to  their  business,  which  he  carried  on 
for  fifty  consecutive  years,  his  business  being 
especially  heavy  during  war  times.  He 
possessed  great  native  mechanical  ability,  be- 
long i^ractice  becoming  very  expert,  anil  won 
reputation  for  skilful  and  substantial  work- 
manship, which  in  the  course  of  time  placed 
hini  among  the  leading  manufacturers  of  this 
vicinity. 
•  Mr.    Ramsay    was    united    in    marriage    with 

Miss  Eliza  Stark  on  September  <S,  1845.  Tliis 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child  only,  a  daughter  named  Alice,  now  de- 
parted, who  became  the  wife  of  I']lijah  Lee; 
but  her  wedded  life  was  of  short  duration,  her 
death  occurring  when  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
in   1872.      She  left  one  daughter,   Alice  Lee, 


who  is  the  wife  of  Horatio  Phillips,  and  has 
one  child,  James  ]5rock  Philli|)s,  a  nianl)' 
little  fellow  of  five  years,  the  pride  and  joy 
of  his  fond  grandparents. 

Politically,  Mr.  James  B.  Ramsay  is  a 
sound  Republican,  much  esteemed  by  his 
fellow-townsmen,  whom  he  has  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  nearly  twoscore  years, 
having  accepted  the  position  in  1856.  Re- 
ligiousl)',  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
high  standing  of  the  Baptist  church,  in  which 
he  has  been  Deacon  for  fifty-seven  years,  and 
a  Trustee  most  (jf  that  period. 


^^♦^» 


/^^TTTsTAVUS  VASA  EDWARDS,  for 
\r^J_  many  years  a  respected  and  valued 
citizen  of  Plattsburg,  being  identified  with  its 
mercantile,  agricultural,  and  business  jiros- 
perit}',  was  a  native  of  this  thriving  village, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  1804,  on  the 
homestead  of  his  father,  Joseph  Wadsworth 
Edwards,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut,  De- 
cember 13,    I  779. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  descended  from  a  pioneer 
family  of  Connecticut,  one  of  his  early  progeni- 
tors having  been  Nathaniel  lulwards,  who 
assisted  in  building  up  the  jiarish  of  Water- 
town,  Conn.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
in  1768.  His  son.  Lieutenant  Nathaniel 
Edwards,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
was  the  great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
line  of  descent  being  continued  through  his 
son  Joseph,  who  was  born  at  Watertown, 
Conn.,  in  1746.  He  married  Susanna  Frost, 
who    was  born     in    Woodbury,    a    neighboring 
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town;  and  both  cnntimied  residents  of  the 
"Nutmeg  State"  throiigliout  tlieir  lives. 

The  father  of  Gustavus  V.  lulwards  was  a 
man  of  excellent  education,  well  fitted  for  a 
[irofessional  life.  When  a  young  man  he 
came  to  Plattsburg  frt)m  his  Connecticut 
home,  and  for  several  years  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  this  vicinity.  He  was  a  true  and 
hiyal  citizen,  and  fought  in  defence  of  his 
country's  rights  in  the  War  of  1S12.  Many 
(if  the  most  active  \'cars  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  this  county,  but  his  closing  days  were 
passed  at  the  home  of  a  son  in  New  Jersey. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  Betsey  Roberts.  She  was  a 
native  of  \'ermont. 

Gustavus  Vasa  Edwards  inherited  the  busi- 
ness tact  and  enterprise  of  his  forefathers,  and, 
when  a  boy  of  thirteen  years,  commenced  his 
mercantile  career  as  a  clerk.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  became  associated  witli  a  friend 
in  business;  but,  his  partner  soon  afterward 
dying,  Mr.  Edwards  went  to  an  entirely  differ- 
ent section  of  the  country  to  seek  a  favorable 
location,  \'isiting  the  cities  of  St.  Louis  and 
New  Orleans,  besides  others.  Not  being  sat- 
isfied with  the  jjrospects,  he  returned  to  the 
scenes  of  his  childhood,  and  soon  established 
himself  in  business  at  Grand  Isle,  Grand  Isle 
County,  Vt.,  remaining  there  until  1S37.  In 
that  year  he  joined  tlie  tide  of  emigration 
started  westward,'  and  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  journeyed  to  Ohio,  going  by  way 
of  Lake  Champlain  to  Wliitehall,  then  via  the 
Champlain  &  Eric  Canal  to  lUiffalo,  thence 
by  the  lake  to  Sandusky,  where   they  took  the 


stage  to  Newark.  Oiiening  a  store  for  general 
merchantlise,  he  continued  in  business  there 
for  four  years,  meeting  with  good  success. 
Returning  once  more  to  I'lattsburg,  Mr.  lul- 
wards  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  Avhich 
is  now  included  within  the  corjiorate  limits 
of  the  village,  and  the  following  three  }'ears 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Subse- 
quently again  embarking  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness, he  so  continued  until  failing  health  cnni- 
pelled  him  to  I'ctiie  fi'oni  active  life,  although 
he  remained  a  resident  (jf  the  \-illage  until  his 
decease,  February  26,   1S74. 

On  October  17,  1S30,  Mr.  Edwards  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Augaista  Good- 
now,  a  native  of  Alburg,  Vt.,  born  I'"ebru- 
ary  13,  1S13.  Mrs.  luhvards  is  a  daughter  of 
the  late  Dr.  .^rtemas  Goodnow,  who  was  born 
at  Princeton,  Mass.,  August  27,  17S0,  being 
a  son  of  ICdward  and  Lois  (Rice)  Goodnow, 
lifelong  residents  and  extensive  farmeis  of 
Princeton,  Mass.  Dr.  Goodnow  began  the 
study  of  medicine  when  (piite  young,  and  re- 
moved from  Massachusetts  to  Vermont  about 
the  year  1808,  being  one  of  the  pioneei-  physi- 
cians of  Alburg,  where  he  |)ractised  man\- 
years.  After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  remo\ed 
to  South  Hero,  Grant!  isle  Count)',  \'t.,  whe:c 
he  continued  in  the  [iractice  of  his  ])iofession 
tmtil  his  decease,  February  6,  1849.  His 
wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Fdwaids,  was  I  Ian 
nah  Selfridge.  .She  was  a  nati\-eof  Hubl)ard.s- 
ton,  Mass.,  and  died  at  Chazy  in  1831.  Of 
the  union  of  i\lr.  and  Mrs.  luhvards  four  thil 
dren  were  Ikhii,  namely:  C.  G.  .S.  ;  Charles 
E.    M.  ;    Augusta,    wife   of    George    W.    Hart- 
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well  ;  and  JdIiii  'Juincy.  Mrs.  Edwards  is  a 
woman  of  nianv  reniarkalilc  (|iialitics,  diimcs- 
tic  in  her  tastes,  anti  lias  ever  jjcen  a  devoted 
wife  anil  motiier  and  a  kind  friend  and  neigh- 
bor. Although  the  frosts  of  eighty-three 
years  have  whitened  her  hair,  her  heart  is 
youthful  as  ever,  and  she  is  hale  and  hearty, 
giving  promise  of  many  more  years  of  earthly 
life. 


<^»^» 


RSON  H;\FF,  Po.stmaster  at  Ellcn- 
burg  Centre,  Clinton  C'ounty,  N.Y., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Ellenburg, 
September  10,  1S50.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Nelson  and  Helen  (Moon)  Ilaff,  and  grandson 
of  Abram  Ilaff,  a  farmer  of  I'eru,  N.Y.,  and 
a  Methodist  preacher,  who  was  the  first  chajv 
iain  at  Danncmora  Prison.  The  Rev.  Abram 
ilaff  died  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  had  Ijy  his  first 
wife  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  by  his 
second  wife  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Of 
these  nine  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters  arc  now  living,  their  homes  being 
in  this  section  of  the  State. 

His  son,  Nelson  Haff,  was  born  in  Tern, 
Clinton  County,  in  the  year  I1S15.  Through- 
out the  active  vears  of  his  life  he  engageil  in 
agriculture.  I"or  his  first  wife  he  married  a 
Miss  Everest,  of  Peru,  who  bore  him  a  son 
and  daughter — George  Ilaff,  residing  in  New 
Hampshire;  and  Annie,  who  marrietl  John 
McGowan,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  wdiere  she  died 
at  thirty-five  years  of  age.  Mr.  Ilaff's  second 
wife  was  Miss  Helen  Moon,  of  Peru.  .Si.\ 
children    weie  the   fruit    of   this   union,  as   fol- 


lows: Frances  A.,  the  wife  of  Willis  P.  I'ogg, 
of  Manchester,  N.  H.  ;  EJsie,  also  now-  living 
in  Manchester,  N.H.,  the  widow  of  Mandus 
Hill,  of  Vermont;  Martin  P.  Ilaff,  engaged 
in  the  pawnbroking  business  in  Boston;  Salem 
T.  Haff,  immarried,  residing  in  Savannah,  (ia.  ; 
Orson  Haff,  of  this  sketch;  and  Alfred  Haff, 
who  died  in  Manchester,  N.IL,  at  thirty-three 
years  of  age,  leaving  a  widow.  Their  mother 
died  here  in  1871,  at  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
and  their  father  in  1S93,  aged  seventy-eight 
years. 

Orson  Haff  began  life  with  only  a  fair  com- 
mon-school education.  His  home  from  his 
birth  has  been  on  the  oh!  homestead,  with  the 
exce]ition  of  seven  years  that  he  lived  with  liis 
parents  in  Chateaugay.  His  farm  of  seventy- 
eight  acres  includes  fifty-three  acres  of  the 
farm  formerly  belonging  to  his  father,  which 
contained  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  For 
the  most  part  he  has  devoted  his  time  to  farm- 
ing and  occupations  therewith  connected.  He 
has  dealt  considerably  in  hay,  antl  four  years 
ago  he  went  into  the  creamery  business  with 
A.  D.  Boomhower,  at  which  they  have  been 
very  successful,  Mr.  Haff  hax'ing  the  reputation 
of  being  the  best  butter  maker  in  this  section. 
He  also  has  a  store  in  tlie  village,  and  for  the 
past  two  )'ears  has  had  charge  of  the  jiost- 
office. 

On  February  24,  1884,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Addic  Hall,  a  daughter  of 
Cyrus  and  Mary  (Drew)  Hall,  of  this  jjlace. 
The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Llaff  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely: 
Pearl,  ten  vears   of   age;   P^lorcnce,  se\en  ;  and 
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Everett,  five.  Mrs.  Haff  has  a  si.stcr  Ida, 
wife  of  Merritt  Reed,  and  a  brother,  Alonzo 
Hall,  of  this  place.  Politically,  Mr.  Haff  is 
a  Democrat.  He  has  served  very  acceptably 
as  Town  Collector.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Ellenbnrg  Lodge,  No.  700,  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


vXTRICK  COOK,  who  died  at  Mine- 
ville,  Essex  County,  April  25,  1893, 
was  one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of 
this  place,  having  been  a  resident  for  upward 
of  half  a  century.  He  was  born  at  Oldcastle, 
County  Westmeath,  Ireland,  July  12,  1S07, 
and  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  the  offs]iring  of 
Stephen  and  Ellen  (McLeary)  Cook. 

Mr.  Cook  started  in  life  as  a  blacksmith, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  with 
William  Guillen,  of  Count)'  Cavan,  Ireland. 
He  subsequently  emigrated  to  Canada,  whence, 
after  a  stay  of  three  months,  or,  to  be  e.xact, 
of  one  hundred  days,  he  came  to  Mineville. 
Here  he  followed  his  chosen  trade,  being  cm- 
[iloyed  for  some  time  by  a  Mr.  Sanford.  By 
untiring  industry  and  rigid  economy  Mr. 
Cook  laid  aside  cjuite  a  sum  from  his  earnings, 
and  this  he  invested  in  the  jjropcrty  now 
known  as  Cook's  shaft.  The  estate  included 
eighty  or  more  acres,  and  ujjon  it  in  1856  he 
built  a  house. 

The  land  showing  signs  of  rich  mineral  de- 
l)osit,  it  was  examined  by  capitalists  and  found 
to  contain  some  good  specimens.  A  company 
was  formed,    and  a  shaft  was  sunk,    Mr.    Cook 


being  allowed  one-third  of  the  profits.  They 
finally  sold  the  jiroperty  in  1S72  to  Burleigh 
Brothers,  of  Whitehall,  receiving  a  good  round 
sum.  Mr.  Cook  soon  after  erected  the  fine 
house  which  still  ornaments  the  grounds,  in 
the  laying  out  of  the  gardens  and  adjacent  land 
displaying  great  artistic  taste.  He  carried  on 
farming  to  some  extent,  dealing  extensively  in 
cattle,  but  practically  retired  from  business 
in  1872,  although  he  worked  more  or  less  dur- 
ing his  entire  life.  He  was  familiar  with  all 
departments  connected  with  mining,  being 
superintendent  of  Reed  &  Sanford's  mines  for 
forty-six  years. 

Mr.  Cook  was  an  extensive  reader,  and, 
possessing  a  remarkably  retentive  memory, 
was  able  to  repeat  the  substance  of  almost 
everything  he  had  ever  read,  and  could  reel 
off  names  and  dates  in  a  manner  to  daze  the 
interested  listener.  Mr.  Cook  was  in  ever\- 
way  a  true  and  woithy  man,  being  an  affection- 
ate husband,  a  kind  father,  a  generous  and 
loyal  citizen,  possessing  the  resi)ect  and  confi- 
dence of  all  who  knew  him.  l-'roni  iiis  picture, 
which  stands  upon  the  easel  in  the  large  airy 
l^arlors  of  his  former  residence,  shines  foith 
the  keen  but  kindly  light  of  a  shrewd  business 
spirit;  and  one  can  see  in  the  manly  features 
the  iro  1  will  and  the  tenacity  of  purpose  which 
overcame  all  obstacles  and  carried  him  safely 
on  the  flood-tide  of  ]irosperity. 

To  Mr.  Cook  is  chiefly  due  the  honor  of  or- 
ganizing the  Catholic  church  of  Poit  Henry, 
and  of  bringing  thither  the  first  priest.  The 
first  church,  whicii  was  of  wood,  was  built  in 
1844;  and  ten  years  later  the  present  substan- 
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tial  edifice  of  stone  was  erected.  Mr.  Cook 
was  ciuite  prominent  in  religious  circles,  being 
a  Trustee  and  bondsman  of  tbat  society  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  Cook  was  imited  in  marriage  in  June, 
1840,  with  Elizabeth  McCabe,  daughter  of 
Ross  and  Mary  McCabe,  of  County  Monaghan, 
Ireland  ;  and  for  nearly  fifty-two  happy  years 
the)'  lived  and  worked  together,  being  sepa- 
rated briefly  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Cook  in 
Januarv,  1892.  I'^jurteen  children  weie  born 
to  them,  of  whom  nine  grew  to  maturity; 
namely,  John  (deceased),  Patrick,  Ellen,  Ann, 
Everett  (deceased),  Cornelius,  .Stephen.  Mary, 
and  James.  Patrick  is  single.  Ellen  is  the 
wife  of  James  McGinty,  of  Shoreham,  \'t. 
Cornelius  was  educated  at  Eort  lulward  Acad- 
emy, and  is  at  present  assisting  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  ]iarental  estate.  Stephen,  who 
is  married,  is  carr\'ing  on  general  farming  at 
I^rid[)ort,  \'t.  The  remainder  of  the  famil}' 
resitle  on  the  old  homestead. 


4  •*  >  I 


i.ALI'll  WILLIAM  HALF,  an  enter- 
]>rising  and  progrcssi\'e  young  farmer 
of  I'ern,  Clinton  County,  N.V.,  was 
born  on  June  26,  1S67,  on  the  old  homestead 
in  this  town,  which  was  als(.)  the  l)irth].)lace  of 
his  father,  .Schuyler  Ilaff.  I'"urther  particu- 
lars concerning  his  famil)'  will  be  found  in  the 
sketch  of  Schuyler  Haff  on  another  page  of 
this  volume. 

Ralph  in  his  boyhood  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Peru,  and  when  not  engagetl  with 
his  studies  he  helped   his    father  in  the  lighter 


work  of  the  farm.  After  leaving  schoid  he 
continued  to  assist  in  the  management  of  the 
]ilace  until  he  was  near!)'  twenty-si.\  years  f>f 
age.  About  that  tinie,  on  I'ebruar)'  6,  1893, 
he  purchased  a  farm  for  himself,  and  has  since 
here  devoted  his  attention  to  general  farming 
and  husbandry,  ploughing  and  ]ilanting  the 
fields,  harvesting  ci'ops,  and  rearing  and  feed- 
ing live  stock.  Though  still  a  young  nian, 
being  possessed  of  excellent  business  abilit)', 
he  is  well  along  on  the  road  to  independence, 
so  closely  has  he  looked  after  all  the  details 
of  his  vocation.  Personally,  he  is  tall ;  and  the 
ruddy  hue  which  glows  in  his  cheek,  with  his 
bright  eyes  and  animated  cheery  manner,  gi\'es 
evidence  of  health  and  vigor  of  constitution. 

Mr.  Haff  was  first  married  on  March  4, 
1890,  to  Miss  Agnes  Thew,  a  daughter  of 
Alfred  Thew,  of  Peru,  N.Y.  This  union  was 
but  a  brief  one,  as  her  death  occurred  six 
nionths  later,  on  August  26  of  that  year.  On 
November  20,  1894,  he  was  married  to  his 
present  wife,  formerly  Miss  Eva  A.  Merrill- 
-She  is  a  daughter  of  Hiram  C.  Merrill,  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Peru. 

Although  as  a  rule  Mr.  Haff  declines  ofificial 
positions,  he  is  now  serving  as  a  Trustee  on 
the  Poartl  of  Plducation  of  Peru.  He  is  an 
attendant  of  the  Presb)'terian  church,  of  which 
Mrs.   Haff  is  a  worthy  member. 


LMON   THOMAS   was   for   many  years 
one  of    the   most    jirominent    business 
men    of    Clinton    County,    being     a 
large    land-holder,    an    extensive    niaiiufacturer 
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and  lumber  dealer,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
Plattsburg  gas  works.  He  died  on  May  26, 
1894.  He  was  of  exeellent  Welsh  ancestry, 
being  a  lineal  descendant  of  Israel  Thomas, 
who  was  born  May  g,  1741,  in  Wales,  and 
came  to  America  as  a  Captain  in  the  British 
army.  Captain  Thomas  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Fort  William  Henry,  and  some  time 
afterward  settled  in  Kingsbury,  Washington 
County,  N.Y.,  where  he  died  in  1S05.  His 
son,  Jared  Thomas,  the  father  of  Almon,  was 
born  at  Great  Nine  Partners  (the  name  of  a 
patent  mostly  in  Dutchess  County),  Septem- 
ber 2,  1768,  and  died  January  2,  1848,  in 
Kingsbury. 

Almon  Thomas  was  born  in  Kingsbury, 
April  I,  1820,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
his  native  county.  Like  many  other  successful 
Americans,  he  began  the  struggle  of  life  as 
a  tiller  of  the  soil,  working  in  ICaston  and  in 
Old  Saratoga,  Saratoga  County,  until  attaining 
his  majority,  when  he  entered  the  em])loyment 
of  Charles  Harris,  then  a  heavy  operator  in 
lumber.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Harris  as  a 
mea.surer  of  logs  until  1847,  when  he  came  to 
Plattsburg  in  the  interest  of  F.  J.  ]5arnard  & 
Son,  of  Albanv,  who  owned  large  tracts  of 
timber  up  the  Saranac  River.  This  company 
was  carrying  on  an  immense  business;  and  to 
Mr.  Thomas,  who  had  previously  shown  him- 
self so  well  qualified  for  responsibility,  was 
entrusted  the  supcrintendency  of  the  work  in 
the  woods,  including  the  driving  and  measur- 
ing of  logs. 

The  timbered  property  of  the  company  ex- 
tended   far   up   the   river,    and   during   the    first 


year  of  Mr.  Thomas's  employment  he,  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Richards,  e.xplored  the  .Saranac 
River  up  to  the  Lower  Lake,  and  became 
thoroughly  confirmed  in  the  belief  that  in  one 
year's  time  sufficient  improvements  could  he 
made  to  render  it  possible  to  drive  logs 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  river  from  the 
lakes  downward.  The  company,  not  without 
doubts  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the  project,  em- 
barked in  this  enterprise;  and  in  less  than  a 
year  Mr.  Thomas  had  the  satisfaction  of  super- 
intending the  drawing  of  the  first  raft  of  logs 
through  the  Lower  Lake  and  into  the  river. 
At  that  time  the  .Saranac  had  not  been  made 
a  highway  by  any  act  of  the  legislature,  and 
the  drivers  of  rafts  often  found  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacles  impeding  their  progress. 
Such  an  act  was  passed,  however,  in  1847,  but 
with  such  restrictions  that  until  1850,  when 
they  were  removed,  great  inconvenience  was 
experienced  by  all  lumber  dealers  and  mill- 
owners  on  the  lakes  and  river,  more  especially 
at  Plattsburg  and  other  points  below. 

In  1 85 1  ]?.  R.  .Sherman  bought  one  half  nf 
F.  J.  &  S.  W.  Barnard's  interest  in  this  huge 
property;  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Thomas 
purchased  the  remaining  half-interest,  going 
into  partnershi|)  with  Mr.  .Sherman,  the  firm 
carrying  on  a  successful  business  until  the  tall 
of  1856,  when  the  Hon.  (.'.  I".  Norton  pur- 
cha.sed  the  entire  plant.  In  March,  1857, 
Mr.  Thomas,  in  company  with  his  brother 
F'.ljhraim,  bought  the  brick  factoi-y  which  stood 
at  the  west  end  of  the  tlam,  and,  liaving  rented 
a  part  of  it  to  (',.  W.  llornick,  used  the  rest 
of  it  in  the  manufacture  of    broom  handles  and 
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other  woodcinvarc.  Two  years  later  II.  Tefft 
l)ouglit  ICphraim's  share  and  took  his  jilaee  in 
the  firm,  and  by  SLibsec|uent  [nirchase  became 
possessor  of  the  whole  concern.  In  i860  Mr. 
Thomas  formed  a  i)artnership  witli  James 
Hammond,  and  erected  a  mill  at  Elsinore, 
where  they  cut  lumber  for  the  Albany  market ; 
hut  five  years  later  he  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  mill  to  his  brother  Warren.  He  carried 
on  a  substantial  retail  lumber  trade  in  Platts- 
burg  from  i860  to  1868,  when  he  rented  the 
yarils  to  the  Baker  Brothers'  Lumber  Company. 

In  1870  Mr.  Thomas  embarked  in  another 
enterprise,  purchasing  the  old  Keese  &  Tom- 
linsonniill  property  at  Keeseville,  located  on 
the  u[)per  dam,  which  he  rebuilt,  and  erected 
flouring-mills,  custom-mills,  and  saw-mills. 
He  also  inuxhased,  with  Thomas  Armstrong, 
in  township  No.  48,  in  Essex  Coimty,  a  valua- 
ble tract  of  timber  land,  embracing  about  thirty 
thousanil  acres,  anil  also  live  hundred  acres  of 
\aluable  timber  at  the  mouth  of  the  Au  Sable 
River.  In  September,  1871,  Mr.  Thomas  be- 
came the  owner  of  the  I'lattsburg  gas  works, 
and  soon  after  took  in  Captain  H.  S.  Ransom 
as  an  equal  partner.  They  erected  new  build- 
ings, carrying  on  the  business  successfully 
until  187S,  when  Mr.  Thomas  bought  out  the 
interest  of  his  partner,  afterward  managing  the 
business  alone. 

His  eminent  success  in  all  his  ventures  and 
transactions  was  entirely  tlue  to  his  practical 
sagacity  and  unremitting  toil,  his  systematic 
business  habits  and  his  strict  integrity.  Po- 
litically, he  was  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,    and    in    religions     matters     was    an   es- 


teemed member  of  the  ]\Iethodist  K[jiscopal 
church  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  having 
been  officially  connected  with  it  as  one  of  the 
Trustees  for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married  in  1850  to  Re- 
becca A.,  daughter  of  Hunting  Moon,  of  Peru, 
Clinton  County.  Mrs.  Thomas  was  born 
April  2,  1S27,  at  Peru,  and  is  of  New  Eng- 
land descent,  her  jxiternal  grandfather,  Solo- 
mon Moon,  a  son  of  Robert  Moon,  having 
been  born  in  Rhode  Island.  He  taught  school 
for  a  while,  but  later  embarked  in  business  as 
a  miller  in  Oueensbury,  N.Y.  Having  experi- 
enced religion  under  the  notetl  revivalist,  Lo- 
renzo Dow,  he  became  one  of  the  pillars  of  the 
Methodist  church.  He  marrietl  Rebecca  Os- 
borne, also  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  they 
reared  five  children —  Hunting,  Wesley,  Mary, 
Temperance,  and  Paulina. 

Hunting  Moon  was  born  in  Oueensbury; 
and  in  January,  1820,  he  married  Rhoda 
Phettaplace,  a  native  of  the  same  town,  born 
May  25,  1800.  In  1S61  they  removed  to 
Peru,  N.Y.,  w'here  their  declining  years  were 
passed.  Mrs.  Moon  survived  her  husband, 
dying  Eebruary  23,  181^3,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  nearly  ninety-three  years.  She  was  con- 
verted to  the  Methodist  faith  when  but  sixteen 
years  old.  She  was  notably  kind-hearted  and 
much  devoted  to  works  of  charity.  Three  of 
her  children  are  now  living,  namely:  Rebecca 
A.  (Mrs.  Thomas)  ;  George  D.  Moon,  of 
Keeseville;  and  Robert  P.  Moon,  of  Peru, 
N.Y.  Mrs.  Thomas  has  now  in  her  posses- 
sion a  rug  made  from  the  skin  of  a  California 
panther,  sent   to   her   mother  as  a  souvenir   by 
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a  wealthy  ranchman,  wlioni  she  hatl  befriended 
in  the  days  of  his  youth  and  poverty,  giving 
him  shelter,  food,  and  clothing,  and  sending 
him  to  school.  Mrs.  Thomas  has  also,  among 
other  curious  and  valuable  relics,  a  wheel  on 
which  she  used  to  spin  fla.x  ;  a  tape  loom,  on 
which  she  sometimes  wove  as  many  as  nine  yards 
of  tape  a  day;  a  linen  sheet,  the  flax  of  which 
her  mother  spun ;  and  an  old-fashioned  brass 
warming-pan,  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  old. 

The  record  of  the  five  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thomas  is  as  follows:  George  is  a 
resident  of  Port  Henry,  Essex  County ;  Frank 
died  in  November,  1891  ;  Ida  is  the  wife  of 
L.  \V.  Hayes,  of  Plattsburg;  Nellie  married 
William  Corey;  and  Emma  is  the  wife  of  John 
Harding,  proprietor  of  the  Algonquin  House 
at  Algonquin,  on  the  shore  of  Saranac  Lake, 
in  the  Adirondacks. 


L^^■;R  dyke  VIAEL,  jiroprictor  and 
manager  of  the  Crown  Point  House  at 
Crown  Point,  Esse.x  County,  was  born  in  this 
village  on  November  24,  1862.  He  is  a  son 
of  the  late  Alanson  S.  Viall,  and  is  his 
father's  successor  in  business. 

His  grandfather,  William  Viall,  was  an  in- 
dustrious Essex  County  farmer.  He  married 
Mary  Greeley,  of  Westport,  the  fruits  of  their 
union  being  two  daughters  and  six  sons,  as  fol- 
lows: one  son  who  died  in  boyhood;  John 
Greeley,  a  contractor  in  Wa.shington,  D.C.  ; 
Ransom  M.,  a  ranchman  in  Phtenix,  Ariz.  ; 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Whitney,  a  widow,  living  in 
Essex;  Asa,  of  Westport,  residing   on    the  old 


home  farm,  which  has  been  in  the  i)ossession 
of  the  family  for  over  seventy  years;  William 
Harrison,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  ;  Phcebe  Ann, 
married,  who  died  in  1S91  at  West[)ort,  aged 
sixty-four  years ;  and  Alanson  S.,  who  is  men- 
tioned above. 

Alanson  .S.  Viall  was  born  May  26,  1S22, 
in  the  town  of  P'ssex,  but  was  reared  as  a 
farmer  in  the  town  of  Westport,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Sojjhronia  Barker.  Mrs.  Viall  is 
a  sister  of  Elmer  J.  liarker,  in  whose  sketch, 
on  another  page  of  this  volume,  a  more  ex- 
tended history  of  the  Harkci'  family  may  be 
found.  Their  wedding  tlay  was  February  19, 
185  I.  Five  sons  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Charles  Ralph,  who  dietl  in  his  fifteenth  year, 
of  typhoid  fever,  contracted  while  at  school ; 
William  P.,  a  commercial  traveller,  residing 
at  Plattsburg,  who  has  a  wife  and  two  sons 
and  four  daughters ;  lulward  H.,  who  was  also 
stricken  with  typhoid  fe\cr  while  away  at 
school,  and  died  in  October,  187C,  aged  eigh- 
teen years;  Palmer  Dyke,  the  special  suljject 
of  this  sketch  ;  and  P'rederick  LeGrand,  in  the 
office  of  the  Plattsburg  Iron  Company,  who  has 
a  wife  and  one  son.  Mr.  Alanson  .S.  \'iall, 
who  conducted  the  Crown  Point  liottd  tor 
several  years,  passed  to  tlie  life  inunortal 
May  19,   1895. 

F.lmer  D.  Viall  acquired  his  echicalion  in 
his  native  town,  most  of  his  eaidy  \'ears  being 
spent  in  the  hotel,  into  which  his  parents 
moved  when  he  was  a  small  lail.  This  house 
was  erected  as  a  tavern  b\'  the  Hammonds  some 
seventy  years  ago,  having  originall)'  been  a 
fair-sized  brick   structure.      When    Mr.  Viall's 
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father  iKiiight  it  he  Iniilt  a  large  frame  addi- 
tion and  raised  tiie  niaiii  pcirtion  of  the  house 
one  stor\',  furtlier  increasing  its  capacity  by 
putting  on  a  Mansard  roof.  In  iS88  Mr. 
Viall,  who  liad  worked  about  the  hotel  since 
his  earliest  remembrance,  becoming  thort)ughly 
familiar  with  the  details  of  the  business,  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  ownership.  lie  has 
met  with  great  success  in  his  career  as  "mein 
host,"  this  house  being  a  favorite  with  the  trav- 
elling public,  who  are  always  quick  to  appreci- 
ate a  neat,  orderly,  and  homelike  resting-place. 

()n  Ajiril  6,  1887,  Mr.  Viall  was  united  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  ]5elle  Gertrude 
Scagel,  who  was  born  in  .Stanbridge,  Canada, 
living  there  until  eight  years  of  age,  when  she 
came  to  Crown  I'oiut.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Edgar  D.  .Scagel  and  his  first  wife,  w'hose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Maloney.  The 
mother  died  in  1869,  leaving  Mr.  Scagel  with 
two  children:  Mrs.  \'iall;  and  a  son,  Frank 
Herbert,  who  married  Minnie  Davis,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Viall  have  met  with 
one  great  sorrow  in  the  loss  of  their  second 
child,  Raymond,  whose  birth  occurred  Au- 
gust 21,  1S92,  and  his  death  September  11, 
1S93.  'I'hey  have  tw^o  children  living:  Ralph 
Scagel,  born  October  24,  1890;  antl  C.ertrude 
l{liza,  born  May  13,   1895. 

Mr.  \'iall  is  a  man  of  abundant  push  and 
energy,  jirominently  identified  with  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  town;  and,  in  addition  to 
managing  his  hotel,  he  is  successfully  carrying 
on  his  one-hundred-acre  farm,  besides  hav- 
ing a  good  livery  stable  of  ten  horses  in  con- 
nection   with    the   iiotel.      He    is  a  Republican 


in  politics,  taking  an  active  part  in  town 
affairs,  serving  at  times  as  Ins])ector  of  Elec- 
tions and  as  a  member  of  the  Town  Commit- 
tee. Socially,  he  is  a  Master  Mason,  being 
now  Junior  Deacon  of  Rescue  Lodge,  No.  772, 
A.  ¥.  &  A.  M.  He  is  not  connected  with  any 
reliyfious  organization. 


lELARD  FILLMORE  PARK- 
HURST,  of  Platt.sburg,  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Parkhurst  & 
Taylor,  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having  been 
born  at  Au  Sable  l-'orks.  May  17,  1847.  His 
grandfather  Parkhurst,  who  was  of  New  Eng- 
land birth  and  ancestry,  removed  to  New  York 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  and 
lived  for  some  time  in  Ogdensburg,  going 
thence  to  Chesterfield,  Essex  County,  where 
he  spent  his  closing  years. 

John  Parkhurst,  the  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  record  is  here  given,  was  born,  it  is 
thought,  while  his  parents  were  residents  of 
Ogdensburg,  St.  Lawrence  County.  He  began 
the  battle  of  life  as  an  iron  worker,  learning 
the  trade  of  bloomer,  or  forger,  when  a  young 
man,  and  continiietl  at  that  employment  some 
years.  In  1857  he  was  ap]ioiiiletl  Warden  of 
Clinton  Prison,  at  Dannemora,  where  he  paid 
such  faithful  attention  to  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  position  that  he  was  re- 
tained in  service '  twelve  years,  remaining  a 
resident  of  that  town  until  his  decease,  at  the 
age  of  si.xty-three  years.  He  was  very  active 
in  public  affairs,  being  quite  prominent  in 
the    Republican    ranks,    and  was    one   of    those 
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stirring  and  progressive  men  who  met  in 
Plattsljurg  in  1S55  to  organize  that  pait}'  in 
this  county.  He  continuetl  an  adherent  of 
the  party  until  1872,  when  he  joined  the  Inde- 
pendent movement,  which  he  afterward  sup- 
ported. The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Maria  Shute.  She  was  a  native  of  Clinton 
County,  born  in  Chaniidain,  being  a  sister  of 
Hiram  Shute,  an  extended  sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  \'olume.  Mrs.  Maria 
S.  Parkhurst  outlived  her  husband  many  years, 
passing  to  the  other  life  in  1892.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  sons,  three  of  whom,  George  E., 
Kdwin,  and  Richard,  died  when  t|uite  young. 
The  remaining  three,  Millard  V.,  John  H., 
and  William  E. ,  are  still  living. 

Millard  E.  Parkhurst  was  a  bright,  ambitious 
boy,  fond  of  his  books,  standing  well  in  his 
classes  in  the  district  schools  of  Champlain, 
where  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  his  sub- 
stantial education,  and  afterward  obtaining 
a  good  record  for  scholarship  at  the  Plattsburg 
Academy.  In  1 862  he  began  work  as  a  clerk 
for  the  Hon.  Andrew  Williams,  at  Elsinore, 
remaining  with  him  one  year,  after  which  he 
attended  school  in  Plattsburg  for  a  year.  Mr. 
Parkhurst  next  occupied  for  two  years  a  jiosi- 
tion  as  clerk  in  the  custom-house,  and  after- 
ward was  appointed  Assistant  Assessor  of 
Internal  Revenue,  continuing  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice until  1866,  when  he  went  to  New  York 
City  as  book-keeper  and  cashier  in  a  wholesale 
clothing-house.  In  1875  Mr.  Parkhurst  re- 
turned to  Clinton  County,  and  the  succeeding 
two  years  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Dannc- 
mora.      In    1878  he  ventured  upon  an  entirely 


new  business,  entering  the  em[)loyment  of  the 
Chateaugay  Railway  Company;  and  in  iSSi, 
when  the  Chateaugay  Ore  and  Iron  Company 
was  formed,  he  was  made  accountant  and 
cashier  and  genei'al  passenger  agent  of  their 
railway,  retaining  this  resj^onsible  and  onerous 
position  until  July,  1894,  a  most  faithful  em- 
ployee, his  ability  and  trustworthiness  being 
recognized  and  appreciated  by  the  company. 
On  his  resignation  of  that  ])lace  Mr.  Parkhurst 
formed  a  partnership  with  Sylvanus  Taylor; 
and  the  firm  have  since  carried  on  a  successful 
business  in  general  insurance,  representing 
many  of  the  strongest  companies  of  the  world, 
being  agents  of  fire,  life,  accident,  employers' 
liability,  and  other  insurance  companies. 

In  1869  Mr.  Parkhurst  married  Beatrice 
Theresa  Ueran,  who  was  born  in  Halifax, 
N.  S. ,  being  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Deran. 
Their  wedded  pathway  has  been  cheered  by 
the  birth  of  six  children,  name)}' :  John  C.  ; 
Maria  T.  ;  Mildred  E.  ;  George  W.  ;  and  Mil- 
lard and  Marion  I.,  twins.  I'or  many  years 
Mr.  Parkhurst  was  a  strong  sujiporter  of  the 
Democratic  party  in  politics;  jjut,  tliffering 
from  that  party  on  the  subject  of  the  tariff, 
with  the  courage  born  of  his  convictions  he 
joined  the  Rc|jublicans  in  1887,  antl  has  since 
been  conspicuous  in  their  ranks.  He  has 
found  time  amidst  his  many  ]>rivate  duties  to 
be  of  service  to  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  has 
been  Treasurer  of  the  village  of  Plattsburg  six 
years  and  of  the  Clinton  Agricultural  Society 
for  three  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  valued 
and  faithful  members  of  the  ICpiscopal  church, 
of  which  he  is  a  Vestrvman, 
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^ROFESSOK  JAMES  GILBERT 
KKiGS,  .supLTintcnclcnt  of  the  I'latts- 
buri;  ])ublic  schools,  is  well  known 
among  tlic  prominent  educators  of  the  State  as 
a  man  of  trained  intellect,  practical  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  metliods,  and  the  possessor  of 
great  executive  ability.  Me  was  born  at 
Dexter,  Jefferson  County,  May  21,  1S62,  of 
New  England  stock,  than  which  one  can  have 
no  better  origin. 

His  grandparents,  James  and  Pamelia  (Car- 
rington)  Riggs,  were  born  and  bred  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  living  there  many  years  after 
their  marriage.  They  subsec|uently  removed 
to  the  Western  part  of  this  State,  locating  in 
Lewis  County,  where  they  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  They  reared  a  family  of  nine 
children  —  Fidelia,  Sarah,  Julius,  h'.dwin  .S., 
Dennis,  l""rances,  Cynthia,  Daniel,  and  Lafay- 
ette. 

Ivlwin  S.  Riggs,  the  father  of  the  Professor, 
was  born  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  was  a 
youth  of  seventeen  when  he  came  with  his 
father  to  this  State.  He  assisted  in  the  care 
of  the  farm  for  some  time,  then  served  an  ap- 
jirenticeship  to  a  miller  at  Black  Rock,  near 
Niagara  l^alls.  After  learning  the  trade,  he 
removeil  to  Brownville,  Jefferson  County, 
where  he  worked  at  his  occupation  for  some 
years,  going  thence  to  Dexter,  there  being 
similarly  employed.  In  1881  he  turned  his 
attention  to  agriculture,  buying  a  farm,  which 
he  conducted  successfully  until  his  decease 
in  1 891.  He  was  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife,  Ruth  Knowlton,  a  native  of  Pillar 
Point,    lived   only  a  year  after  her   marriage. 


Some  years  later  he  married  Cynthia,  daugh- 
ter of  Gideon  and  Abigail  (liurnham)  Hardy, 
of  Brownville,  antl  they  reared  two  children  — 
Winifred  C,  wife  of  William  Reeves,  who 
died  in  1886;  and  James  G.,  of  whom  we 
write.  Again  left  a  widower  by  the  death  of 
his  second  wife  in  1S82,  he  afterward  mar- 
ried Miss  limma  Nutting,  of  Dexter,  who  sur- 
vived him. 

James  G.  Riggs  accjuired  his  elementary 
education  at  the  district  schools  of  Dexter, 
and  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age  began 
his  professional  career  by  teaching  a  school 
term  of  sixteen  weeks  at  Pillar  Point.  He 
taught  school  successively  at  Black  River, 
Muscalonge,  and  Brownville,  thus  earning  a 
sufficient  sum  to  pay  his  way  through  college. 
After  attending  the  Watertown  High  School 
in  1883,  he  entereil  Amherst  College  in  Sep- 
tember, 1884,  and  was  graduated  from  there 
four  years  later  with  the  degree  of  A.B.  He 
had  an  honorable  record  for  scholarship 
throughout  his  college  career,  and  during  his 
senior  year  he  won  the  first  Latin  prize  of  one 
hundreil  ilollars. 

Immediately  ujion  leaving  college  he  was 
[jrolfered  the  position  of  Vice-Princiixil  of 
Union  Academy  at  Belleville,  Jefferson 
County,  but  resignet!  the  following  year  to  ac- 
cept the  principalship  of  the  union  high 
school  at  Chittenango,  Madison  County. 
Here  he  remained  two  years,  when  the  Water- 
town  High  .School  in  Jefferson  County  sought 
his  services,  the  authorities  having  heard  of 
his  success.  The  school  was  then  in  a  some- 
what  demoralized   condition,   and    it  required 
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the  severest  application  on  the  part  of  Profes- 
sor  Riggs  to  bring  it  back  to  its  former  high 
standard.  This  continued  strain  and  close 
confinement  so  told  upon  his  health  that  he 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  charge  and  seek 
recuperation  in  other  climes. 

After  a  year  spent  in  travel  through  Europe, 
where  he  visited  the  principal  places  of  inter- 
est in  Scotland,  England,  Italy,  Switzerland, 
and  Germany,  and  accumulated  a  fund  of  in- 
formation relating  to  the  school  systems  of 
those  places,  he  returned  to  his  native  land. 
In  1893  he  accepted  his  [jresent  important  posi- 
tion; and  under  his  wise  direction  the  schools 
of  Plattsburg  have  steadily  imjjroved,  keeping 
pace  with  the  general  advancement  of  education. 

Professor  Riggs  is  a  close  student  and  an 
indefatigable  worker.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  Plattsburg  Institute, 
of  which  he  is  a  charter  member,  and  ably  as- 
sisted in  the  formation  of  the  Public  Library, 
of  which  he  is  a  Trustee.  He  is  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Champlain  Valley  Educa- 
tional Council  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Clinton  County  Teachers'  Association.  Al- 
though very  busy  with  his  school  work.  Pro- 
fessor Riggs  finds  time  to  deliver  many  lect- 
ures, some  of  the  most  noted  being  those  de- 
livered before  the  Syracuse  University,  Union 
College  School,  Albany  Normal  College,  State 
Normal  College,  Elmira  and  Middlebury  Col- 
leges, and  the  University  of  Vermont.  So- 
cially, he  belongs  to  the  college  fraternity  of 
Theta  Delta  Chi.  In  politics  he  is  a  sound 
Republican,  and,  religiously,  an  esteemed 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


^OHN  C.  FENTON,  attorney  and  coun- 
sellor-at-law,  has  been  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession in  Ticonderoga,  N.Y.,  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  is  a  native  of  New 
England,  having  been  born  April  8,  1830,  in 
Pomfret,  Conn.  His  ancestors  for  several 
generations  lived  in  Mansfield,  Conn.,  where 
Robert  Fenton,  the  first  of  the  name  to  come 
from  old  England  to  New  England,  settled 
permanently  in  1676,  removing  to  that  place 
from  Woburn,  Mass.,  where  he  located  on  his 
first  arrival  in  America. 

Robert  P\'nton  was  a  skilled  mechanic, 
working  at  carpentering  and  bridge  building 
for  many  years.  Of  his  eight  sons,  Jacob  was 
the  progenitor  of  John  C,  being  six  genera- 
tions removed.  Jacob's  grandson  Ebenezer 
was  the  father  of  Asahel,  who  was  born  in 
Mansfield  in  1770,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by 
trade,  following  it  through  his  active  years. 
Of  the  union  of  Asahel  Fenton  and  Deborah 
Barrows,  a  native  of  Mansfield,  seven  children 
were  born,  one  of  whom,  Palmer  P'enton,  still 
resides  in  that  town,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  Both  of  the  grandparents 
rounded  out  a  full  period  of  years,  the  grand- 
father reaching  fourscore,  while  the  grand- 
mother lived  to  celebrate  her  ninetieth  birth- 
day. 

Chauncey  I'enton,  father  of  John  C,  was 
born  in  Mansfield  in  1800,  and  was  educated 
for  a  professional  life,  becoming  a  lawyer  of 
some  note.  A  few  years  after  his  marriage  he 
settled  in  ICssex  County,  New  York,  locating 
at   Crown   Point,  where  both  he  and   his  wife 
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aftcrvvanl  spent  the  larger  part  of  their  lives, 
which  were  long  and  nseful,  she  attaining  the 
good  age  of  eighty  years,  while  he  lived  to  the 
age  of  fourscore  and  five  years.  Mis  wife, 
Mary  A.  Perkins,  was  born  at  Hanover,  Conn., 
being  the  daughter  of  Abijah  Perkins,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer.  They  were  married  in  182S; 
and  for  more  than  fifty  years  they  trod  the 
journey  of  life  side  by  side,  one  in  heart, 
mind,  and  purpose.  They  had  one  son,  John 
C,  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  two 
daughters,  namely:  Eliza  P.,  the  widow  of 
Major  John  Brydan,  residing  in  Ticonderoga; 
and  l'".mily,  the  wife  of  Edwin  N.  Sayrc,  of 
Rochester,  N.Y.  The  parents  were  active 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  the 
father  served  in  many  of  the  town  and  county 
ofifices. 

John  C.  I'enton  was  but  three  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  came  to  Essex  County,  He 
here  acquired  his  elementary  education,  which 
was  completed,  as  far  as  his  student  life  was 
concerned,  at  Middlebury  College,  Vermont, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  an  excellent 
record.  lie  subsequently  taught  school  and 
stu'died  law  in  New  V'ork  City,  being  there  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  In  1868  Mr.  I''enton  came 
to  this  town  to  establish  himself  in  his  pro- 
fession, which  he  has  diligently  followed  to  the 
present  time,  having  built  up  an  extensive 
practice,  and  won  an  assured  position  among 
the  leading  lawyers  of  the  county,  his  rejiula- 
tion  for  integrity  and  intelligence  being  such 
as  to  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
the  community.  Since  his  residence  in  Ticon- 
deroga Mr.  Fenton  has  served  as  Town  Clerk 


the  major  part  of  the  time,  and  has  done  effi- 
cient service  as  a  member  of  the  Scliool  Board. 
Politically,  he  is  strongly  Republican,  and, 
socially,  is  a  Master  Mason.  lie  has  an  at- 
tractive residence,  which  he  erected  in  1872 
on  Second  Street. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Fenton  and  Miss  Ellen 
E.  Perkins,  daughter  of  Jolin  A.  and  Emily 
(Johnson)  Perkins,  of  Windham,  Conn.,  took 
place  on  October  23,  1863.  Three  children 
have  been  born  of  this  union,  namely:  Arthur 
J.,  who  lived  to  be  but  three  years  of  age; 
Chauncey,  an  accountant  in  a  mercantile 
house;  and  Robert  C,  a  travelling  salesman, 
residing  in  Boston.  The  elder  son  is  mar- 
ried, but  Robert  is  still  free  from  tiie  cares  of 
wedded  life. 


TEPHEN  K.  RYAN,  an  enterprising 
dry-goods  merchant  of  Plattsburg, 
was  born  at  Beekmantown,  Clinton 
County,  N.Y.,  August  6,  1865.  His  father, 
James  Ryan,  was  born  in  the  County  of  Lim- 
erick, IreUuul ;  and  his  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Carroll,  was  a  native  of  Hem- 
ingford,  P.O.  Michael  R}-an,  the  grandfather 
of  Stephen  K.,  was  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland, 
and  there  learned  the  tailor  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  many  years  in  his  native  land. 
In  1829  he  came  to  America,  and,  settling  in 
Beekmantown,  carried  on  a  successful  busi- 
ness during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  reared 
three  children  —  James,  Mary,  and  Daniel. 
James  Ryan  was  but  nine  years  old  when  his 
parents  immigrated  to  this  country.  He  as- 
sisted  his    father    until    the    elder    man    was 
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called  to  rest  from  his  labors,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  fol- 
lowed with  profitable  results  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  A  hard-working  man  of 
motlest  disposition,  he  never  sought  public 
prominence,  but  confined  his  attention  strictly 
to  the  work  of  the  farm.  Prudent  and  eco- 
nomical, he  was  also  temperate,  and  never  in- 
dulged in  the  use  of  liquor  or  tobacco  in  any 
form.  He  died  in  1889.  His  wife,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  Carroll,  of  Hemingfonl, 
P.O.,  laid  down  the  burdens  of  life  in  1S90. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children  —  Mi- 
chael, Peter,  Mary,  John,  Thomas,  James, 
William,   Martin,    Margaret,    and    Stephen    K. 

Stephen  K.  Ryan  acquired  a  good  education, 
attending  the  district  schools  of  Beekman- 
town  and  the  academy  at  Plattsburg.  He 
commenced  his  business  career  in  1887,  in 
company  with  D.  P.  Conway,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Conway  &  Ryan,  opening  a  general 
store  on  Bridge  Street,  Plattsburg;  and  in 
1889  he  purchased  his  partner's  interest,  and 
was  sole  proprietor  of  the  estahlislunent  till 
the  fall  of  1891,  when  he  sold  his  stock  in 
trade  to  Messrs.  Starks  &  Jabaut.  In  1892  he 
engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  at  his  pres- 
ent location,  and  within  a  year  liis  business 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was 
obliged  to  appropriate  anotlier  story  of  the 
building  to  its  purposes.  He  now  occupies 
two  floors  and  the  basement,  and  his  trade  is 
steadily  increasing  uiuler  his  prudent  and  ca- 
pable management. 

On  June  6,  1888,  Mr.  Ryan  was  united  in 
marriage    with    Bridget,    daughter   of    I-'rancis 


Colligan,  a  well-to-ilo  farmer  of  Plattsburg; 
and  four  children  have  come  to  brighten  their 
home  —  James  E.,  Francis  K.,  George  W., 
and  Kathleen  Grace. 

Mr.  Ryan  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but 
has  little  time  to  sjiare  for  political  matters, 
his  business  acquiring  all  his  attention.  He 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Gibbons  Institute, 
a  literary  association  organized  in  1894,  and 
has  been  its  Vice-President  from  the  first;  and 
for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  Director  of 
the  Clinton  County  Agricultural  Society.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  and 
for  the  past  three  years  has  been  Trustee  of 
the  Church  of  St.  John  the  Bajitist. 


DWIN  D.  ELDRED,  a  worthy  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  lillenburg  Centre, 
where  he  has  lived  in  retirement  since  1888, 
having  prioi-  to  that  time  resided  on  a  farm 
four  and  a  half  miles  away,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Bombay,  I'"i"anklin  County,  N.Y., 
March  17,  1831.  His  parents  were  David  and 
Mary  (Howdcn)  Eldred,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  New- 
York,  born  on  the  second  day  of  tiie  year 
1800,  and  the  latter  a  natix'c  of  Vermont,  born 
about  1805. 

William  Eldred,  the  father  of  David,  came 
from  Washington  County,  New  York,  to  West 
Chazy  Corners  in  1807,  there  being  at  the 
time  of  his  ai'rival  !)ut  two  or  three  log  houses 
in  the  place.  He  engaged  in  farming,  and,  as 
opportunity  offered,  also  w-orked  at  his  trade 
of  blacksmith.      He  mairied  a  Miss  Townsend, 
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by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and   four  daughters. 
All  have  departed  this  life. 

David  Eldred  was  reared  to  farm  work  on 
the  pioneer  homestead  at  West  Chazy.  After 
his  marriage  he  carried  on  a  farm  in  Bombay, 
Franklin  County,  for  fourteeen  years,  then  re- 
moved to  St.  Lawrence  County;  and  seven 
years  later,  in  1857,  he  settled  in  Ellenburg, 
entering  seventy  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
cleared,  and  upon  which  he  established  a 
home.  Although  they  never  acquired  large 
worldly  possessions,  David  Eldred  and  his 
wife  were  held  in  much  respect.  Of  their 
family  of  four  sons  and  a  daughter,  three  of 
the  former  are  still  living,  namely:  Edwin 
D. ;  Charles,  a  prosperous  merchant  in  North 
Bangor,  Franklin  County,  N.Y. ;  and  Henry 
W.,  a  dentist  in  Riishford,  Fillmore  County, 
Minn.  The  father  died  August  31,  1887,  and 
the  mother  March  17,  1880,  on  the  forty-ninth 
birthday  of  Edwin  D.  F.ldred.  In  religious 
belief  both  were  Baptists. 

lulwin  D.  Eldred  remained  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  his  majority,  and  was  an  at- 
tendant of  the  district  school  during  winter 
terms  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  Under  his 
father's  in.struction  and  guidance  he  gained  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farming;  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  entered  into  jiart- 
nership  with  him,  settling  on  land  adjoining. 
Mis  farm  contained  one  hundred  and  six  acres 
of  land,  and  he  carried  on  general  husbandry 
with  excellent  results.  In  1888  he  purchased 
an  estate  at  Ellenburg  Centre,  on  which  he 
has  erected  a  barn  and  has  also  remodelled  the 
house. 


In  November,  1855,  Mr.  Eldred  was  married 
to  Miss  Elvira  Duel,  of  West  Swanton,  Vt.,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Isabel  (Bremmer) 
Duel.  Both  of  Mrs.  Eldred's  parents  lived  to 
a  good  age,  her  father  dying  at  eighty-six  years 
of  age,  and  her  mother  at  seventy-five.  They 
reared  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
George  Duel,  of  Ellenburg;  Katie  Lampman, 
residing  in  Wisconsin;  Michael  H.  Duel,  of 
Lowell,  Mass;  and  Mrs.  Eldred.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eldred  have  one  daughter,  Celia  E., 
now  the  widow  of  Charles  W.  Hutchins. 
Mrs.  Hutchins  resides  with  her  parents,  wdio 
are  now  living  in  quiet  retirement,  and  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their  early  years  of 
toil. 


"ON.  WALLACE  T.  FOOTE,  Jk., 
M.C.,  is  a  resident  of  Essex  County, 
New  York,  where  he  was  born  on 
April  7,  1864.  He  began  his  studies  at  the 
union  free  school,  and  fitted  for  college  at 
Williston  .Seminary,  at  I^asthampton,  Mass. 
In  1885  he  was  graduated  with  honors  at 
Union  College  as  a  civil  engineer,  receiving 
the  two  highest  oratorical  prizes  of  his  class. 
He  then  entered  the  works  of  the  Illinois 
Steel  Company  of  Chicago  as  a  day  laborer, 
beginning  in  the  most  menial  position,  in 
order  to  gain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
business.  Returning  home  at  the  end  of  four 
months,  he  became  a  day  laborer  in  the  steel 
mill  of  this  place.  At  the  time  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  steel  company  Mr.  Foote 
began  working  in  the  furnace  department, 
commencing  as  a  carrier  of  iron,  and  graduallv 
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winning  his  way  througli  the  different  offices 
until  he  became  night  superintentlent. 

In  1887,  having  clianged  his  plans,  Mr. 
I'^oote  entered  the  Columbia  Law  School,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  two  years  later.  He 
then  read  law  for  a  time  with  W'aldo  &  Mc- 
Laughlin, remaining  with  them  until  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar  in  i8go,  when  he  at  once 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  His  first 
suit  of  importance,  and  the  one  that  won  for 
him  a  reputation,  was  the  Hunter  will  case, 
famous  in  the  annals  of  the  Essex  County  bar 
for  its  hotly  contested  fight  of  legal  shrewd- 
ness and  acumen.  He  had  for  o]iponents  such 
well-known  lawyers  as  Hand,  Kellogg  &  Hale, 
of  Elizabethtown,  Clinton  County,  and  1'.  C. 
McCrory,  of  Port  Henry.  This  case  was  de- 
cided ill  favor  of  Mr.  Foote's  clients,  and 
proved  him  a  hard-working  lawyer.  In  1891 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Edward  T. 
Stokes,  undei'  the  firm  name  of  I'\iote  & 
Stokes,  continuing  thus  until  1893,  when  Mr. 
Harry  Owen  was  admitteil  to  tiie  firm,  the 
name  being  changed  to  l-'oote,  .Stokes  & 
Owen. 

In  1894  Mr.  I'^oote  received  the  Ri'publican 
nomination  for  Congress  from  this  district, 
antl  was  elected  by  fifteen  hundred  majority, 
his  popularity  among  his  fellow-townsmen 
being  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  town,  which 
usually  gives  a  Democratic  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  gave  to  him  a  majority  of 
six  hundred  votes,  not  one  of  which  he  ever 
solicited.  While  employed  in  the  furnaces, 
Mr.  Footc  made  a  special  stuily  of  the  la!)or 
question,    becoming   a    warm   advocate   of    the 


rights  of  the  laboring  man.  This  fact  being 
fully  recognized  by  them,  they  rendered  him 
their  solid  support.  When  the  news  of  the 
election  was  received  here,  the  peoj^le  turned 
out  cii  massi  in  honor  of  the  event,  and  sur- 
prised the  victor  with  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  enthusiastic  delegations  that  ever 
marched  through  the  streets  of  Port  Henry. 
Mr.  P""oote  is  a  bright  and  entertaining  speaker. 
He  has  presided  at  many  of  the  political  meet- 
ings of  the  county,  and  was  orator  at  the  Clin- 
ton County  encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  Veterans,  when  they  assembled 
at  Plattsburg  in  1894. 

Mr.  Foote  takes  an  especial  interest  in 
yachting,  coaching,  and  boating,  from  his 
youth  up  having  been  among  the  foremost  in 
athletic  sports.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Co- 
lumbia ""Varsity"  crew  in  1888,  and  was 
chosen  Captain  of  the  crew  the  following  year, 
an  honor  which  he  declined,  preferring  to 
confine  himself  strictly  to  his  law  studies. 
At  the  last  commencement  at  Union  College 
Mr.  I-'oote  was  elected  as  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees, being  the  youngest  member  on  the 
Board. 

In  1 891  Mr.  Foote  was  uniteil  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  S.  Wilherbee,  daughter  of 
J.  Ct.  Witherbee,  of  Port  Henry.  He  is  (|uite 
prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  belonging  to 
the  Morning  Sun  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
No.  142,  and  to  the  Cedar  Point  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  No.  269.  In  religion 
he  is  an  Episcopalian,  antl  for  a  number 
of  years  has  been  a  Vestryman  of  Christ 
Church. 
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"0M1':R  brooks,  merchant  of  Irona 
ill  the  town  of  Altona,  Clinton 
County,  is  widely  known  as  a  man 
of  rare  business  ability,  who  is  engaged  in 
various  important  industrial  cnter]3rises.  He 
was  born  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  March  29,  1844, 
son  of  Julius  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Greene) 
Brooks. 

The  direct  ancestors  on  both  sides  were  of 
English  extraction,  and  were  identified  with 
the  early  history  of  our  country,  oiu"  first 
knowledge  of  the  Brooks  family  being  in  con- 
nection with  their  life  in  Massachusetts.  Ad- 
onijah  Brooks,  the  great-grantlfather  of  Mi'. 
Brooks  whose  name  heads  the  present  sketch, 
was  a  resident  of  that  State  during  the  troub- 
lous times  of  the  Revolution,  when  the  nation's 
future  hung  in  the  balance  atul  strenuous 
efforts  were  being  [Hit  forth  for  the  establish- 
ment of  its  independence.  With  his  three 
elder  sons  he  served  in  that  war.  The  eldest 
of  the  sons  wintered  at  Valley  Forge.  He 
saw  Major  Andre  executed,  was  for  a  time 
under  the  command  of  15enedict  Arnold,  and 
was  in  the  battle  of  Saratoga.  Adonijah 
Brooks  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  the  youngest,  Achsel,  was  born  in  the 
barracks  during  the  Ivevolution.  About  the 
year  1790,  when  he  was  nine  years  old,  his 
jiarents  removed  to  St.  Albans,  \'t. ,  where  his 
father  engaged  in  farming.  Achsel  Brooks 
m.irried  Miss  Polly  Todd,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire.  They  were  the  parents  ol  nine 
children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  the  only  one  now  living  is  A.  A.  15rooks, 
a  retired  merchant  residing  in  Swanton,  \'t. 


Julius  H.  15rooks,  one  of  the  sons  of  Achsel, 
was  born  in  St.  Albans,  \'t. ,  January  9,  11^13. 
He  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  conducted 
a  successful  lumber  and  saw-mill  business, 
and  by  his  skilful  management  of  his  affairs 
acquired  a  goodly  property.  Among  the  offi- 
cial ])ositions  in  which  he  served  was  that  of 
Selectman  of  St.  Albans.  He  died  Afay  i, 
1 891,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
His  wife,  formerly  Elizabeth  Greene,  whom 
he  married  in  1843,  was  born  in  St.  Albans. 
Her  father,  Herman  Greene,  was  one  of  a 
family  of  thirteen  children;  and  he  was  the 
first  white  chikl  born  in  the  town  of  St.  Al- 
bans, \'t.  At  the  time  of  the  St.  Albans  raid 
he  was  somewhat  out  of  health,  and  the  excite- 
ment of  trying  to  save  his  iiorses  and  other 
property  so  prostrated  him  that  he  lived  only 
about  two  months  thereafter.  His  wife, 
Nancy  Billings  Greene,  bore  him  five  sons  and 
four  daughters,  of  whom  the  daughters  are  the 
only  survivors.  They  are  Mrs.  Ainsworth,  of 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  ;  Mrs.  Harvey  I'helps, 
of  Highgate  Springs,  Vt.  ;  Mrs.  E.  V.  Biain- 
erd,  of  St.  Albans,  Vt.  ;  and  Mrs.  Julius  H. 
Brooks.  Two  sons  and  a  daughter  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julius  H.  l^rooks,  namely: 
Homer;  !•" ranees,  who  married  W.  11.  Spear, 
and  died  April  19.  1871,  at  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  leaving  no  children;  and  Walter,  the 
present  owner  of  the  old  homestead.  The 
mother,  who  is  still  an  active  energetic 
woman,  although  seventy-six  years  of  age, 
resides  with  her  younger  son.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Second  Congregational  Chincli,  in 
which  her  husband   held  the   office   of   Deacon. 


I 


JOHN    W.   HAVENS. 
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Homer  Brooks  completed  his  education  at  the 
institute  at  Fairfax,  Vt.,  where  he  was  a  pupil 
for  about  three  years.  Me  then  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness, and  oil  attaining  his  majority  was  taken 
into  partnership.  He  came  to  Altona,  N.Y., 
in  1865,  and,  establishing  himself  as  a  dealer 
in  lumber,  has  since  that  time  been  closely 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  this 
community.  In  1888,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  he  started  a  creamery,  and  succeeded 
so  well  in  the  undertaking  that  at  the  present 
time  they  have  four  under  their  control.  They 
have  manufactured  as  many  as  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  of  butter  in  a  single  year, 
and  as  their  product  is  of  a  high  grade  it 
commands  a  good  price.  In  addition  to  this 
they  are  interested  in  a  general  merchandise 
business  that  they  established  seven  years  ago, 
and  have  three  farms  in  Clinton  County,  N.Y. , 
and  three  in  Vermont,  their  title  in  this  county 
alone  covering  thirty-five  hundred  acres  of 
land,  a  portion  of  which  is  timber-land. 

On  November  15,  ,1888,  he  was  joined  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Emily  S.  Farwell,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  a  daughter  of  L.  L.  and  Sarah 
(Dickinson)  I'"arwell,  now  residing  in  Millis, 
Mass.  Mrs.  I^rooks  has  one  brother  and  two 
sisters,  namely:  Joseph  W.  I-'arwell,  Postmas- 
ter of  Millis,  where  he  is  also  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business;  Mary,  the  wife  of  I"" rank  W. 
Barnes,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.  ;  and  Jennie, 
who  mai'ried  Henry  W.  Robbins,  of  Littleton, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Brooks  is  a  graduate  of  the  New 
luigland  Conservatory  of  Music,  and  before  her 
marriage  was  engaged  in  teaching  music.      She 


and  her  husband  have  had  three  children,  as 
follows:  Homer  Harrington,  an  interesting 
lad  of  si.x  years;  Leonard  Pycott,  who  died 
when  si.x  months  old ;  anil  Gladys,  whu  was 
two  years  old  December  30,  1895.  I'lditi- 
cally,  Mr.  Brooks  is  a  Republican. 


-SiYOHN  W.  LIAVKNS,  who  is  conducting 
a  successful  genei'al  mercantile  business 
at  Kllenburg  Corners,  was  born  in 
Chazy,  Clinton  Coimt}',  N.Y.,  Januai'}'  27, 
1822,  his  parents  being  John  and  Achsah 
(Biuxlick)  Havens. 

Samuel  Havens,  his  paternal  grandfiither, 
was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Essex,  I'^ssex  County,  N.V. ,  in  the 
early  i)art  of  the  present  century,  befoie  the 
War  of  1S12.  A  farmer  by  occupation,  he 
lived  past  middle  life  and  was  acciilentally 
killed  by  falling  from  a  load  of  h:iy.  He 
married  a  Miss  Sawyer.  Their  secontl  son, 
John  ILivens,  was  a  soldier  on  the  American 
side  at  Plattsburg;  while  he,  Samuel,  the 
father,  was  forced  into  service  by  the  Britisli 
to  hel|i  move  their  baggage. 

When  llie  war  was  over,  John  Havens  took 
up  farming  in  Chazy,  and  later  on  moved  to 
Rcdford  to  work  in  the  Redford  glass  factory 
as  a  sorter  and  packer  of  glass.  He  possessed 
considerable  mechanical  ingenuity,  and  with- 
out any  api)renticeship  was  able  to  make  shoes, 
lasts,  and  other  articles  requiring  inventive- 
ness and  skill.  His  wife,  Achsah  15urdick, 
to  whom  he  was  married  about  1S21,  bore  him 
three    sons  and   two  daughters,    namely:    Joim 
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W.  ;  Delia,  the  wife  of  Horace  15.  I'oot ;  Caro- 
line, the  widow  of  13.  F.  l<'ield,  of  I'air  Haven, 
V't.  ;  and  (i.  L.  Havens,  of  Denver,  Col.,  en- 
gaged in  the  mining  bu.sinc.ss.  One  son  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Ach.sah  B.  Havens  lived  to 
be  about  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  dying  in 
1866. 

At  eleven  years  of  age  John  \V.  Havens 
moved  with  his  [larents  from  Chazy  to  Red- 
ford,  in  the  town  of  .Saranac,  this  county. 
Three  years  later,  August  i,  1S36,  he  left 
school  to  become  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  the 
Kedford  Glass  Company,  remaining  there 
until  June,  1842.  In  1843  he  went  to  Cham- 
plain  as  clerk  for  Nye  &  lioyle;  but  in  Octo- 
ber of  the  following  year  he  left  that  place  to 
accept  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  general  store 
of  R.  C.  North,  of  FUenburg,  entering  upon 
his  duties  November  12.  He  purchased  his 
first  stock  of  goods  in  October,  1846,  going 
in  debt  for  the  entire  amount,  one  thousand 
dollars.  In  the  spring  of  1847  Joseph  R. 
iMiierson,  now  of  I'lattsburg,  became  his  part- 
ner; but  in  the  following  autumn  Mr.  Emer- 
son retired,  and  Mr.  Havens  conducted  the 
business  alone  until  1848,  when  he  was  j<iined 
l)y  his  father.  They  conducted  the  business 
together  uji  to  1852,  when  tliey  s(dd  out  to  the 
proprietors  of  a  union  store,  and  he  took  a 
position  as  manager  on  a  salary,  continuing 
with  them  for  four  years.  He  next  formed 
a  copartnership  with  b'ranklin  antl  William  H. 
Sawyer,  and  o]3ened  a  store  in  the  basement 
of  the  building  he  now  occupies,  the  iiorlion 
above  the  basement  being  at  that  time  used  as 
a  dwelling.      In  the  fall  of    1861    he   purchased 


his  partners'  interests  in  the  business,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  business  in  the  basement  for 
several  years.  He  then  Ixiught  the  building, 
a  two-story  structure,  erected  in  1856  by 
Aaron  Sawyer,  his  partners'  father,  who  came 
from  Hinsdale,  Mass.,  about  1852  and  estab- 
lished the  first  tannery  in  Ellenburg.  Mr. 
Sawyer  went  to  Chicago  in  1861,  and  passed 
the  remaining  years  of  his  life  in  that  city. 
His  sons  succeeded  him  in  the  tannery  busi- 
ness after  selling  their  mercantile  interests  to 
Mr.  Havens,  who  now  has  one  of  the  finest 
stores  in  the  place. 

Mr.  Havens  has  been  married  thiee  times. 
His  first  wife,  formerly  Miss  Philura  Loomis, 
of  Chazy,  N.  V.,  died  in  December,  1842, 
in  less  than  a  year  from  the  date  of  their  mar- 
riage. On  May  5,  1845,  he  formed  a  second 
matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss  Caroline 
Lewis,  of  Hurke,  b'ranklin  County,  who  bore 
him  ten  cliiUlren,  of  whom  one  son  died  in 
infancy.  A  brief  recortl  of  the  others  is  as 
follows:  Frances  M.,  the  wife  of  J.  1".  Tracy, 
of  Nashua,  N.ll.,  has  four  children;  y\melia 
M.  married  Jones  Ransom,  of  Mooers,  N.V., 
and  has  one  son;  Agnes  Havens  died  at  twent)' 
years  of  age;  Imogene  M.,  who  married  A.  D. 
Aubrev,  lived  to  be  but  thirty-eight  years  old, 
leaving  two  sons,  who,  with  her  husband, 
reside  at  Montreal,  P.O.  ;  Rodney  L.  Havens, 
a  prosperous  farmer  of  Ellenburg,  has  two 
sons;  Rodman  Wesley  Havens,  a  graduate  of 
Cornell  University,  engaged  in  civil  engineer- 
ing in  Dallas,  Te.\.,  is  unmarried;  Herbert  E. 
Havens,  also  unmarried,  is  a  railroad  em- 
ployee in   Dallas,  Tex.  ;   Carrie   M.   is  the  wife 
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of  Charles  Swinson,  of  Manchester,  N.H.  ; 
and  Wallace  \V.  Havens,  unmarried,  is  with 
his  fathei-  in  tlie  store.  The  mothei'  of  these 
children  died  in  1875,  at  fifty  years  of  age. 
In  1SS3  Mr.  Havens  was  married  to  his  present 
wife,  who,  before  her  marriage,  was  Miss 
Dora  M.  Churchill,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Syl- 
vester Churchill,  of  Mooers,  N.Y. 

In  politics  Mr.  Havens  is  an  unwavering 
Democrat.  In  1846,  1S66  to  1872,  and  again 
in  1882  he  held  the  office  of  Supervisor;  and 
for  two  years  he  has  served  as  Loan  Commis- 
sioner. In  1 87 1  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
State  senatorship  and  in  1876  for  the  Assem- 
bly, but  was  defeated  in  both  instances.  He 
has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
fourteen  years,  and  has  also  been  Notary  Public 
since  iS6g.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  has  served  as  Master  of  his  Lodge 
about  twenty  times;  and  in  1870  and  1871  he 
held  the  position  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master.  P'rom  1852  to  1860  Mr.  Havens  was 
connected  with  the  Methodist  I']piscoi:)al 
church,  and  is  still  a  contributor  toward  the 
supjiort  of  that  and  other  churches  in  Plllen- 
burg.  He  is  a  man  of  more  llian  average 
ability,  and  is  highly  esteemed,  even  by  his 
political  oiijionents,  as  a  business  man  of 
integrity  and  a  loyal  and  useful  citizen. 


ORUS  C.  BASCOM,  the  leading 
hardware  merchant  of  'Piconderoga, 
I'sse.x  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  De- 
cember 7,  1839,  in  Orwell,  \'t. ,  being  the 
posthumous    son    of    Dorus    Basconi,    who   died 
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while  yet  in  tlie  prime  of  life  from  a  relapse 
of  the  measles,  Jime  23,    1839. 

The  Bascom  family  originated  in  luigland. 
The  first  of  the  name  to  locate  on  American 
soil  was  Thomas  Bascom,  who  settled  in  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  in  1634,  afterward  removed 
to  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  thence  to  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  where  he  spent  his  remaining 
years.  His  grandson  Thomas,  the  third  of 
that  name,  was  born  in  Northampton  about 
1668,  and  on  reaching  maturity  marrietl 
Hannah  Cotton,  of  Deerfield,  Mass.  They 
reared  eight  children,  the  number  of  sons  and 
daughters  being  equal  ;  and  all  married  and 
had  families.  He  continued  his  residence  in 
the  town  of  his  birth,  tl\'ing  there  in  1714. 

lizekiel  I^ascom,  the  second  son  of  'Phomas 
the  third,  was  born  No\-eniber  22,  1700,  and 
on  March  6,  1728,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Sarah  Severance,  whose  death  occurred 
September  29,  1729,  in  P)eerfield.  He  sub- 
secjuently  married  Rebecca  Clary,  and  re- 
moved to  Greenfield,  Mass.,  where  he  died 
in  1746,  leaving  three  children — Moses, 
Elias,  and  ]\ebecca.  I'llias  I'iascom,  the  great- 
grandfather of  Dorus  C,  was  born  in  Hatfield, 
Mass.,  May  8,  1738.  He  spent  his  early 
years  there  and  in  Hadley  and  Deerfield, 
finally  settling  in  Northfield,  Mass.,  in  1 7f1o, 
where,  on  the  third  day  of  the  f(dlowing 
March,  he  was  married  to  luuiice  Allen,  of 
Deerfield.  In  1779  ''^^  removed  to  New|)ort, 
N.  IP,  li\'ing  tliere  until  1792,  wiien  he 
settled  in  Orwell,  N't  'I'heir  family  consisted 
of  seven  stalwart  sons — Pllias,  Reulien,  Jo- 
seph, Zeri,  Dorus,  Elisha,  and  Ira. 
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Dorus  liasconi,  son  of  Elias,  was  born  in 
1774  in  Noitiificltl,  where  he  passed  the  first 
five  years  of  his  life,  going  llience  with  his 
parents  to  New  Hampsiiire,  and  finally  to 
Vermont,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
married  ('hloe  Hulburd,  of  Orwell,  and  to 
them  eight  children  were  born,  of  whom  two 
are  now  li\ing,  namely:  William  I'^ranklin, 
who  resides  with  his  daughter  in  Washington; 
and  Samantha,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Henry  How- 
ard Bates,  of  Kingston  on  the  Hudson.  Sam- 
uel H.  resided  on  the  old  homestead  in  Orwell 
until  his  death,  December  5,  1895.  Grand- 
father Hascom  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  having 
improved  a  good  estate,  on  which  he  lived  until 
his  ilemisc,  August  26,  i  S4  1 .  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  a  full  decade,  dying  October  i,  1851. 

Dorus  ]?ascom,  second,  son  of  Dorus  first 
and  Chloe  Hascom,  and  father  of  the  special 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  lifelong  resident 
of  Orwell,  \'t.,  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  1807.  On  I'ebruary  12,  1839,  he  married 
lilizabeth  Clark,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Re- 
becca (VV'yman)  Clark,  of  that  town,  aiul, 
dying  a  few  months  hiter,  as  above  noted,  left 
her  a  widow.  She  subseipiently  became  the 
wife  of  his  younger  lirother,  Samuel  H.  Bas- 
com,  the  inheritor  of  the  homestead  property, 
on  which  she  resided  until  her  death,  Decem- 
ber 4,  1870.  She  bore  her  second  husband 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  y\nne  K. ,  wife  of  Clayton  North,  of 
.Shoreham,  V't.  ;  Samuel  J.,  of  l-^astern  Kan- 
sas; George  B.,  of  Ticonderoga ;  and  Roijcrt 
O. ,  a  lawyer  at  Fort  ICdward  in  this  State. 

Dorus  C.   Bascom   completed   his  school    life 


at  the  academy  in  Keeseville,  N.Y.,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years  gave  up  farming,  the 
occu]iation  to  which  he  was  rearetl,  to  become 
a  clerk  in  the  store  of  ]{.  M.  Wright  at  Orwell, 
continuing  in  that  position  three  years,  when 
he  was  admitted  into  partnership  with  his 
employer,  the  firm  name  being  Wright  &  Bas- 
com. Seven  years  later,  selling  out  his  inter- 
est to  his  partner,  Mr.  Bascom  accepted  the 
cashiership  of  the  Orwell  Bank,  where  he 
remained  two  years.  The  following  seven 
years  he  was  emploj-ed  in  a  similar  capacity 
in  the  Brandon  National  Bank  at  Brandon, 
\t.,  coming  thence  in  the  spring  of  1877 
to  Ticonderoga.  Here  he  iiurchased  a  half- 
interest  in  the  hardware  store,  foundry,  and 
machine  shop,  forming  a  copartnership  with 
William  Hooper,  whom  in  1889  he  bought 
out,  continuing  the  entire  business  alone  for 
two  years.  In  1S91  he  disposed  of  his  foundry 
antl  machine  shop,  and  has  since  that  time 
confined  his  attention  to  the  management  of 
his  extensive  business  in  hardware  at  liis 
large  and  well-ecpii])ped  store  which  he 
bought  from  Mr.   Hooper. 

On  September  4,  1862,  Mr.  l?ascom  w^as 
m:uried  to  Miss  Martha  Frances,  daughter 
of  Roswcll  and  l^hie  (Ilulburd)  Bottuni,  of 
Orwell,  where  Mr.  Bottum  was  one  of  the 
leading  citizens,  having  been  in  his  earlier 
years  a  tanner  antl  currier,  and  later  a  capi- 
talist. He  served  as  Town  Clerk  for  many 
years,  and,  though  not  a  jirofessional  lawyer, 
was  attorney  for  the  town.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bascom  reside  at  42  South  Main  .Street,  Ti- 
conderoga, their  frame  dwelling  with  its  broad 
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verandas,  which  in  the  summer  season  are 
draped  with  flowering  vines,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  a  large  well-shaded  lawn.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  valuable  property,  Mr.  Bascom 
also  owns  other  real  estate,  and  is  a  stock- 
holder in  various  local  business  enterprises. 
Tolitically,  he  sujiports  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and,  socially,  is  a  Past  Mas- 
ter of  Mount  Indepentlence  Lodge  of  Orwell. 
Religiously,  both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  communicants  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in 
which  he  is  a  Vestryman. 


iOLONEL  FRANKLIN   PALMER, 

of  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  a  vet- 
eran of  the  late  war,  who  is  also 
well  known  in  connection  with  the  iron  manu- 
facturing industr}'  of  Northern  New  York,  was 
born  at  Plattsburg  on  February  15,  i<S34,  son 
of  William  and  Ruth  (Maynes)  Palmer. 

The  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the 
first  representatives  in  this  country  settled 
in  New  England.  John  Palmer,  grantlfather 
of  P'ranklin,  was  born  in  Dover,  N.M.,  on  No- 
vember 7,  1757.  lie  became  a  tiller  of  the 
soil,  and  in  the  latei'  years  of  his  life  went  to 
Iloosick,  N.Y.,  where  he  continued  to  engage 
in  that  occupation.  lie  was  twice  married, 
first  on  August  20,  1776,  to  Miss  Mary  Mill, 
who  bore  him  thirteen  chiklren,  ten  of  whom 
lived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  second  to  Miss 
Olive  Harnes,  of  Columbus,  ()hio. 

William  Palmer,  the  tenth  child  of  John 
and  Mary  (Hill)  Palmer,  was  born  at  Iloosick, 
N.Y. ,  in  1795.      He  grew  to  manhood  on  his 


father's   farm,    enjoying   such    educational   ad- 
vantages as  the   schools   of   the  town  piovitled. 
When    he    staited    for  himself,   he   engaged   in 
the   manufacture    of   woollen    goods    at    Platts- 
burg,   N.  \'. ,    in   com[iany   with    William    Mor- 
g:an,  with  whom  he  carried  on  the   business  for 
several  years.      I'oilowing  that  he  entered  into 
the     milling    business    at     Plattsburg,     N.Y. , 
with    Messrs.   Hewitt    and    Stoddard,   uuiler  the 
firm  name  of  Palmer,   Hewitt   &    Stoddard,  and 
continued    in   that   enterprise   for    many  )'ears. 
He  was  a  man  who   took  a  very  acti\e    interest 
in  local   improvements;  and  the  completion   of 
the     Plattsburg    &     Montreal     Railroad,    from 
Plattsburg    to    Montreal,    was    due    in   a    large 
measure  to    his    personal    influence.      Much    of 
the    credit    for    the    laying    of   the    plank    road 
from    Plattsburg    to   Redford   is  also   given    to 
him.      In  the  War  of    181 2  he  was  one   of   the 
sturdy    patrit)ts    who    served    as   volunteers   on 
the   Niagara   frontier.       In    political    affiliation 
he  was  a  Democrat  until  the    princiides   of   the 
Re[)ublican    i>art}-    were    put     forth     in     1855, 
when    he   was    let!    to    ally    himself    with    that 
body.      I'or  many  years  he  was  an    active   and 
influential    member     of     the     Ua|itist     church. 
His  union  with  Miss  Ruth    Haynes,  a  daughter 
of  John    Haynes,  of   Iloosick,    N.V.,    was   sol- 
emnized on  March  3,    1X16.      During  the  years 
that  followed  were  born  to  lliem  nine  childien, 
eight   of   whom    grew   to    adult    life;    namely, 
George   W.,  John    H.,   liuell,  Clinton,   Charles 
I'ldward,  James  II.,   P'ranklin,  and  Julia  M. 

I'ranklin  Palmer  completed  his  education 
at  the  Plattsburg  Academy.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  firm   of  William    Palmer  & 
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Sons  as  clerk  and  book-kccjicr,  and  continued 
in  that  [josition  until,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Charles  K.  Palmer,  he  [)nichased  the 
Inisiness.  When  the  Rebellion  jjroke  out,  he 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  organization  of 
Company  C  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  of  New 
York  \'oluntecr  Infantry,  in  .April,  1861,  the 
first  comiiany  organized  in  Clinton  County, 
and  was  at  once  commissioned  as  Captain.  On 
July  4,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Major,  and  in  September  of  tliat  year  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  Lieutenant  Colonel. 
During  liis  serx'icc  he  took  part  in  many  impor- 
tant engagements,  among  which  were  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  the  seven  days'  fight  on 
the  Peninsula,  the  second  i)attlc  of  ]!iill  Run, 
.South  Mountain,  Antictam,  P'redericksburg, 
and  Chancellorsville,  where  he  received  a 
bullet  wound  just  above  his  left  knee,  in  con- 
sequence of  wliich  he  was  forced  to  remain  in 
the  hospital  for  several  months.  When  his 
regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service,  in  1S63, 
at  the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  and  soon  resumed  the  busi- 
ness interests  which  he  had  left  in  iiis  lirother's 
care  during  his  absence.  P"or  twenty  years, 
from  1864  to  1884,  he  was  extensively  engaged 
in  the  iron  manufacturing  business  in  company 
witii  different  parties.  His  first  connection 
was  with  Wood  Brothers,  of  Wootl's  b'alls, 
N.  \'.,  in  1864,  under  the  firm  name  of  Wood, 
Palmer  &  Co.  He  subseciuently  removed  his 
business  to  Altona,  N.  Y.,  where  he  formed  a 
]iartnership  with  his  brother,  (ieorge  W. 
Palmer,  and  Andrew  Williams,  of  IMattsburg, 
under  the  name  of   Palmer,   Williams  &  Co.  ; 


and  still  later  the  firm  was  changed  so  that  it 
was  composed  of  himself,  his  brother,  George 
W.,  and  the  hitter's  two  sons,  the  style  of  the 
firm  being  G.  W.  and  F.  Palmer  &  Co. 

Colonel  Palmer  was  married  October  18, 
1865,  to  Marion  K.  Stetson,  youngest  daugiiter 
of  John  S.  Stetson,  of  Champlain,  N.  Y.,  and 
niece  of  Judge  Pemuel  Stetson,  of  Plattsburg, 
N.  \'.  Mrs.  Marion  E.  Palmer  died  October 
30,  1885,  leaving  no  children.  On  January 
12,  1887,  Colonel  Palmer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Theodora  H.  Morgan,  the  second 
daughter  of  William  and  Clarinda  (Hyde) 
Morgan.  She  is  a  descendant  of  the  historic 
William  Hyde,  of  Connecticut.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons;  namely,  William  Morgan 
and  Franklin  Hall  Palmer. 

Colonel  Palmer,  who  is  an  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party,  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  P'remont  in  1856.  P^or  a  number  of 
years  he  served  as  Supervisor  of  Altona.  I'ra- 
ternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Walter  H. 
Benedict  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
of  Plattsburg,  in  the  organization  of  which  he 
took  an  active  [lart,  and  at  the  first  election  of 
officers  he  was  placed  second  in  connnand.  Pie 
is  also  associatetl  witii  Clinton  Lodse,  A.  ¥. 
&  A.  M.,  of  Plattsburg.  Since  the  formation 
of  Pcristrome  Presbyterian  Church  of  Platts- 
burg he  has  been  a  communicant  of  that  body, 
and  for  several  years  has  served  as  a  Deacon  of 
the  church. 


/©jTo 


FORGE  W.  STFVENSON,  D.D.S., 
\Pj_  the  leading  dentist  of  Mooers,  Clin- 
ton  County,  N.\'. ,  his  native  town,  was  born 
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on  January  29,  1862.  He  is  the  eldest  son  of 
the  late  John  antl  Ann  (IIo[)kins)  Stevenson, 
and  is  a  grandson  of  John  Stevenson,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  who  came  to  this  country  in  1824. 
A  well-educated  man,  the  elder  John  Steven- 
son taught  school  in  his  native  land.  In  this 
country  he  worked  for  many  years  as  a  tailor 
in  Chaniplain,  N.Y.,  and  devoted  the  last 
years  of  his  life  to  agricultural  luusuits,  till- 
ing a  farm  in  Mooers.  He  reared  three  chil- 
dren, two  daughters  and  a  son.  One  daughter 
became  the  wife  of  John  Mcldrum,  a  farmer 
of  Mooers.  The  other  died  just  previous  to 
her  eighteenth  birthday.  The  son,  John,  who 
was  the  youngest  child,  was  born  in  Scotland 
ill  1 8 19,  and  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  his 
jKirents  removed  to  this  country.  He  received 
a  good  education  at  home,  his  father  taking 
great  pains  to  instruct  him  thoroughly,  and  did 
not  leave  home  to  seek  for  employment  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then  entered 
the  service  of  J.  &  J.  Rogers,  of  Au  Sable 
Forks,  and  while  in  that  town  made  the  ac- 
ciuaintance  of  the  lady  whom  he  subsec|uently 
married.  Returning  to  Mooers  in  1847,  he 
spent  two  years  on  the  home  farm,  after  which 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  (irand  Tiunk 
Railroad  Company  as  fireman  of  a  locomotive. 
Some  time  later  he  was  j^romoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  engineer,  and  it  is  belie\x'd  that  he 
ran  the  first  engine  that  made  the  journey 
between  Caughiiawaga  and  I'lattsburg.  While 
engaged  in  railroading  Mr.  Stevenson  resided 
for  two  or  three  years  in  Ilemmingford, 
Quebec;  and  then,  returning  to  I'lattsburg,  he 
purchased   the  farm  known    as    the    b'rcderick 


Bosworth  place,  and  for  some  time  was  en- 
gaged in  farming.  becoming  weary  of  the 
monotony  of  farm  life,  he  at  length  returned 
to  his  raili'oatl  work;  but,  meeting  with  a 
nearly  fatal  accident,  he  yielded  to  the  persua- 
sions of  his  family  and  finally  settled  on  the 
farm,  where  he  died  I'"ehruary  I,  1895.  His 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1847,  was 
called  to  rest  May  23,  1892,  at  the  age  of 
si.xty-three.  Nine  children  completed  the 
home  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Stevenson, 
seven  of  whom  ari'ivetl  at  maturity  —  John, 
Letitia,  William,  Anna,  Theoda,  Geortre  W. , 
and  Walter. 

George  W.  Stevenson  was  obliged  to  get  his 
education  as  best  he  could,  his  father  not  being- 
able  to  send  him  through  college.  Compelled 
to  work  early  and  late  on  the  farm,  he  still 
contrived  to  gain  considerable  knowledge  at 
the  district  school,  antl  cherished  patiently  his 
aim  —  the  actjuisition  of  a  place  in  the  ranks 
of  the  dental  profession.  He  left  home  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  to  become  a  clerk  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  store  of  Ilenry  Woods  at 
Hemmingford,  and  a  year  later  entered  the 
em])loy  of  W.  II.  I'Mtch,  who  had  a  large  gen- 
eral store  at  Mooers.  In  the  latter  place  he 
remained  five  years,  and  in  the  mean  time  was 
appointed  Collector  of  the  township.  With 
the  ]iroceeds  from  this  office  and  what  he  had 
saved  from  his  earnings  he  took  the  first  step 
toward  the  accomplishment  of  his  jiuijjose, 
and,  resigning  his  position,  in  1889  lie  en- 
tered the  University  of  Maryland,  from  which 
in  1891,  after  two  years  (jf  hard  stud\',  he  re- 
ceived   his    degree    of    D.  D.  S.       He    at    once 
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coiiiiiienccd  practice  in  tiic  town  of  Moocrs, 
where  for  four  years  lie  lias  been  .successfully 
engaged,  having  a  steadily  increasing  pat- 
ronage. His  reputation  as  a  dental  surgeon 
has  spi'ead  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  native 
place,  and  patients  come  to  him  even  from 
Montreal,  Canada. 

Politically,  Dr.  Stevenson  favors  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  not  an  aspirant  for 
office,  his  business  requiring  all  his  time  and 
attention.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Meth- 
odist, following  the  teachings  of  his  parents, 
who  were  devoted  adherents  of  the  Methodist 
l-lpiscopal  church.  A  tht)roughly  self-made 
man,  Dr.  Stevenson  has  accomiilished  a  great 
task  in  thus  establishing  himself  in  his  pro- 
fession, not  a  dollar  having  been  given  to  him 
that  he  has  not  fairly  earned  ;  and  his  reputa- 
tion for  skill  and  reliability  is  such  that,  hu- 
manly speaking,  there  can  be  no  question  of 
his  continued  success  and  increasing  jirosperity. 


/^TTiiJRtib:  II.  CARROLL,  a  rising 
\mJ_  young  business  man  of  I'lattsburg, 
N.\'.,  was  born  in  Boscawen,  N.  II.,  Septem- 
ber 30,  1864,  son  of  lulwaril  and  Jane  (Heattie) 
Carroll.  ICdward  Carroll,  who  was  born  in 
Graiul  Isle,  Vt.,  established  a  meat  market  in 
Morrisonville,  Clinton  County,  N.^'.,  about 
twenty-five  years  ago,  and  was  successfully 
engaged  in  business  there  for  ten  years. 
About  1885  he  removed  to  vXu  Sable  Forks,  and 
lias  since  been  one  of  the  leading  marketmen 
of  that  town.  Mr.  Carroll's  business  career, 
which    has    covereil    a    [)erio(l     of     twenty-five 


years,  has  been  a  very  successful  one.  A 
Democrat  in  politics,  he  is  not  an  asiiirant  for 
office,  but  served  efficiently  as  Postmaster  for 
four  years  under  President  Cleveland.  Mis 
wife  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having 
been  born  in  Chazy,  Clinton  County.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carroll  reared  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters—  George  H.,  Clara,  Walter,  and  Cora. 

George  H.  Carroll  has  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Clinton  County,  New  \'ork.  He 
acquired  a  fair  education,  finishing  his  studies 
at  the  union  free  school  at  Au  Sable  Forks, 
and  took  his  first  lessons  in  practical  business 
in  the  post-office,  aiding  his  father  until  his 
term  as  Postmaster  expired.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  Brown  Brothers,  contractors,  of 
Herkimer,  as  cashier,  and  was  later  connected 
in  the  same  capacity  with  the  house  of  Rufus 
Prescott  &  Son,  of  Kceseville,  with  whom  he 
remained  four  years.  He  resigned  this  posi- 
tion to  form  a  partnership  with  K.  C.  Bull  and 
C.  H.  Prescott,  both  of  Keeseville,  for  the 
purpose  of  conducting  a  retail  furniture  store 
and  Undertaking  establishment  at  Plattsburg, 
succeeding  Mr.  G.  W.  Ilornick  at  his  old  stand 
on  Bridge  Street.  The  firm  makes  use  of  five 
large  floors  for  the  display  of  their  goods, 
which  include  a  complete  line  of  house  furnish- 
ings; and  they  have  a  large  trade  in  Plattsburg 
and  vicinity.  Mr.  Carroll  has  full  charge  of 
the  Plattsburg  branch  of  the  business,  and  al- 
though young  in  years  has  already  displayed 
much  ability  in  commercial  transactions. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  united  in  marriage  October 
4,  i8tS8,  with  Miss  Libbie  F.  Chase,  daughter 
of    I.    B.    and   Margaret    Chase,    of    Au   Sable 
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Forks.       Mrs.    Carroll's    father    is    no    longer 
living. 

Politically  a  stanch  supporter  of  President 
Cleveland,  Mr.  Carroll  was  Chairman  of  the 
Essex  County  Democratic  Committee  in  1895. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Plattsbiirg,  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  and  was  formerly  Noble  Grand 
of  Keeseville  Lodge,  No.  55,  of  Keeseville. 
He  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church,  and  contributes  liber- 
ally toward  its  support. 


ILLIAM  H.  HOWELL,  proprietor 
of  the  Witherill  House,  Plattsburg, 
N.Y.,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  April  7,  1874,  son  of  William  T.  and 
S.  F.  (Cross)  Howell.  He  is  of  Welsh  ances- 
try, but  his  immediate  family  comes  from  the 
South,  his  father  having  been  born  in  Balti- 
more, Md.  William  T.  Howell  was  agent  of 
the  Treasury  Department  in  the  district  of 
Plattsburg  ten  years.  He  started  the  Wither- 
ill  House  in  1886,  and  conducted  it  success- 
fully up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  laying  the 
foundation  for  its  present  prominence  as  the 
first  of  Plattsburg  hotels. 

William  Howell  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Plattsburg.  Having 
finished  his  course  of  study  in  the  high 
school,  he  entered  the  hotel  as  assistant  to  his 
father,  and  after  the  death  of  the  latter  as- 
sumed entire  charge  of  the  house,  wliich  he 
has  successfully  managed  up  to  the  present 
time,  being  undoubtedly  one   of   the  youngest 


hotel  proprietors  in  the  L^nion.  That  he  is  a 
capable  man  of  business,  fully  ec|ual  to  the 
work  he  has  undertaken,  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that  he  has  recently  been  obliged  to  make  an 
addition  to  the  building  of  twenty  rooms, 
making  a  total  of  sixty.  The  Witherill 
House  is  fitted  with  all  modern  conveniences, 
including  steam  heat,  electric  lights,  and 
electric  bells,  and  has  a  handsome  and  com- 
modious dining-hall,  with  a  good  table  and 
excellent  service.  Its  merits  as  a  hotel  of  the 
first  order  are  duly  appreciated  by  that  most 
critical  as  well  as  most  numerous  class  of  pa- 
trons, commercial  travellers,  whose  days  are 
largely  spent  on  the  road,  and  whose  warmest 
welcome  for  weeks  together  is  at  an  inn.  Mr. 
Howell  has  made  many  warm  friends  by  his 
genial  manners  and  his  solicitude  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  guests,  and  has  established  a  repu- 
tation that  places  him  in  the  front  rank  as 
a  hotel-keeper.  He  is  a  member  of  Clin- 
ton Lodge,  No.  55,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  of 
Plattsburg  Chapter,  No.  39,  Royal  Arch 
Masons. 


HARLES  E.  BENNETT,  a  retired 
merchant,  is  numbered  among  the  rep- 
resentative native  citizens  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  Essex  County,  the  date  of  his  birth 
being  June  i,  1844.  His  father,  the  late 
Charles  H.  Bennett,  was  also  a  native  of  this 
town,  born  in  1816,  being  a  son  of  Sylvanus 
Bennett,  who  was  born  in  Suffolk  County, 
Long  Island,  in  1772.  Edward  Bennett, 
father  of  Sylvanus,  was  presumably  a  native 
of    Long    Island,    and    was    a    seafaring    man. 
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He  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
being  one  of  Washington's  Ixxly  guard.  To 
liiin  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Lester,  nine  children  were  born. 

Sylvanus  Bennett  was  married  when  quite 
yoimg  to  I'riscilla  Landers,  who  was  born  in 
Vermont,  in  either  Cornwall  or  Shorcham. 
Soon  after  their  LUiion  they  came  to  Esse.x 
County,  New  York,  settling  in  Ticonileroga  in 
1803.  Accompanying  them  were  three  of  his 
brothers ;  and  these  four  Bennetts  took  up  a 
tract  of  six  hundred  acres  of  forest-covered 
land,  and  settled  near  each  other.  The  three 
brothers  afterwartl  sold  their  claims,  removing 
hence  to  the  border  town  of  Clymer,  in  Chau- 
tauqua County.  The  granilparents  continued 
their  residence  here,  rounding  out  long  and 
useful  lives,  the  grandmother  dying  in  185 1, 
aged  seventy-five  years,  and  her  husband  in 
1859,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  Both  retained  their  mental  faculties 
to  a  remarkable  degree,  as  did  their  last  sur- 
viving daughter,  Amarilla,  who  died  in 
Weedsville,  in  the  summer  of  1S95,  aged 
eighty-three  years. 

Charles  IL  Bennett  was  one  of  the  success- 
ful agriculturists  of  Ticondcroga,  carrying  on 
farming,  first  on  the  old  homestead,  and  later 
on  the  ninety-acre  farm  on  which  he  settled 
in  1866,  and  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  his  son,  Charles  K.  lie  was  influential  in 
the  community,  serving  faithfully  for  several 
years  as  Highway  Commissioner  and  Over- 
.scer,  besides  holding  other  town  offices.  His 
wife,  whom  he  married  October  2,  1842,  was 
Betsey  Bailey,  of  this  town,  a  daughter  of  Bela 


and  Betsey  (Rich)  Bailey,  the  former  a  life- 
long resident  of  Ticonderoga;  while  the  latter 
was  born  in  Vermont.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Bennett  had  but  two  children;  namely, 
Charles  K.  and  a  son  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1 892,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  the 
father  following  in  June,  1893.  He  left  an 
estate  of  several  thousand  dollars. 

Charles  E.  Bennett  remained  beneath  the 
parental  roof-tree  until  eighteen  years  old,  re- 
ceiving an  academic  education  in  this  village. 
He  began  life  as  a  salesman  at  Crown  Point, 
where  he  remained  about  a  year,  and  contin- 
ued in  the  employ  of  others  until  1875,  when, 
having  obtained  a  practical  knowledge  of 
mercantile  affairs,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Colton  Cook,  with  whom  he  engaged 
in  the  drug  business,  the  firm  name  being 
Bennett  &  Cook  for  seven  years.  The  firm 
being  dissolved  in  18S2,  Mr.  13ennett  was  ad- 
mitted into  busine'ss  with  I,.  C.  Drake,  a  gen- 
eral merchant  of  Ticonderoga,  the  firm  name 
being  Drake  &  Bennett  for  a  year.  The  sum- 
mer of  1883  he  spent  upon  his  father's  farm; 
and  the  next  )eai'  he,  in  com[)any  with  Mr. 
G.  C.  Weed,  erected  the  I'"irst  National  Bank 
Block,  which  is  still  in  their  possession.  In 
the  fall  of  18S4  Mr.  Bennett  entered  the  em- 
ployment of  C.  E.  liush,  the  banker,  and  at  the 
same  time  was  appointed  superintendent  and 
secretary  of  the  water  works,  then  owned  by 
a  stock  company,  having  entire  management 
of  the  plant  until  it  was  sold  to  the  city  in 
1891.  At  that  time  Mr.  Bennett  retired  from 
active  pursuits,  removing  to  his  farm,  the  pa- 
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ternal  homestead,  where  he  enjoys  a  pleasant 
leisure,  untrammelled  by  business  cares  and 
perplexities.  He  is  an  active  Republican  in 
politics.  Socially,  he  is  a  Master  Mason, 
being  an  esteemed  member  of  Mount  Defiance 
Lodge,  No.  794.  He  is  a  devout  believer  in 
the  faith  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he 
served  as  a  Vestryman  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Bennett's  first  wife,  whom  he  married 
in  1868,  was  I\Iary  P.  Shaffer,  of  Middlebury, 
Vt.,  who  died  in  18S8,  leaving  no  issue.  In 
January,  1890,  he  was  united  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  matrimony  with  Mrs.  Anna  Bowman, 
widow  of  John  F.  Bowman,  who  was  formerly 
a  merchant  in  Utica,  but  died  in  1S88  in  Ti- 
conderoga.  Mrs.  Bennett  is  the  only  child  of 
Henry  G.  Symonds  and  his  wife,  Livona  Coo- 
lidge.  She  was  graduated  from  Lyons  Con- 
servatory, and  prior  to  her  marriage  was  a 
successful  teacher  of  music. 


(©>r- ^'EXANDER  H.  WEED,  druggist,  a 
^^  member  of  the  enterprising  firm  of 
^«— '  Weed  &  Brothers,  of  Ticonderoga, 
N.Y.,  is  well  known  as  a  capable  and  reliable 
man  of  business.  He  was  born  in  March, 
1844,  in  the  house  which  he  and  his  family 
now  occupy.  His  father,  the  late  Joseph 
Weed,  was  born  February  7,  1792,  in  Milton, 
Saratoga  County,  and  was  there  reared  and  ed- 
ucated. He  came  to  Ivssex  County  in  his 
early  manhood,  locating  in  Ticonderoga,  where 
he  was  an  early  settler,  and,  buying  largely 
of  timbered  land,  carried  on  a  successful  and 
extensive    lumber    business    for    a    number    of 


years,  owning  several  mills  in  this  vicinity. 
During  the  panic  of  1837  he  met  with  severe 
losses,  his  high  sense  of  honor  leading  him  to 
refuse  to  take  advantage  of  the  bankrupt  law. 

The  first  wife  of  Joseph  Weed  was  Lucy 
Benedict,  who  was  born  in  February,  1794, 
and  died  in  1843,  having  borne  him  seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom 
Frederick,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Weed 
&  Brothers,  was  the  youngest  child.  The 
father  subsequently  married  Mary  ILiy,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  B.  }Lay,  of  Ticonderoga;  and  of 
this  union  six  children  were  born,  three  of 
whom  died  young,  namely:  one  son  in  in- 
fancy; Henry,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  and 
Charles,  when  twelve  years  old.  These  three 
are  still  living:  Alexander  H.;  Mary,  wife  of 
Richard  Arthur,  of  this  city;  and  Albert,  also 
a  member  of  the  firm. 

Alexander  H.  Weed  acquired  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  In  the  fall  of  1861 
and  a  few  months  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Southern  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  was  detailed  as  a  drummer  in  the  band,  in 
which  capacity  he  followed  the  flag  until  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  one  year 
later,  when,  with  the  band,  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  United  States  service.  Some  years 
after  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Weed  was 
engaged  as  a  clerk  in  his  brother  Frederick's 
store,  a  position  in  which  he  continued  until 
1890,  when  he  was  admitted  as  a  member  of 
the  firm.  Under  the  atlministration  of  Presi- 
dent Harrison  Mr.  Weed  served  as  Post- 
master   in   this   village,  a   [josition   which   had 
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previously  been  filled  by  bis  fatber,  wbo  died 
in  June,  188S,  and  by  bis  balfdirutber,  Cap- 
tain Alfred  Weed. 

Mr.  Weed  and  Miss  Anna  Wicks,  daugbter 
of  Mrs.  Sarab  Sbeldon  Wicks,  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  were  united  in  marriage  in  June, 
1893.  Mrs.  Weed,  wbo  was  graduated  from 
Oberlin  College,  in  tbe  class  of  1886,  is 
a  woman  of  broad  culture,  and  for  some 
years  prior  to  ber  marriage  was  a  valued 
teacher  in  the  Ticonderoga  schools.  She  is  of 
early  Colonial  ancestry,  being,  on  tbe  paternal 
side,  descended  from  Francis  Wicks,  who  was 
associated  with  Roger  Williams  in  tbe  found- 
ing of  Providence,  R.I.  On  the  maternal 
side  she  is  tbe  grand-daughter  of  Tbeodorus 
Sheldon,  whose  grandfather,  Joseph  Sbeldon, 
was  one  of  tbe  original  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Willsboro,  this  county.  Mrs.  Weed's  only 
brother,  Frank  B.  Wicks,  attorney,  is  in 
partnership  with  ex-Judge  Smith,  of  Eliza- 
betbtown,  N.Y. 


/§> 


i:OKGb.  PROVOST  BEADLESTON, 
\h£j_  late  of  Peru,  Clinton  County,  where, 
in  the  [lart  of  it  known  as  the  Union,  during 
tbe  later  years  of  bis  life  be  owned  and  car- 
ried on  a  large  farm,  was  born  in  Odcltown, 
Canada,  on  December  6,  181 3,  son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  (Tanner-Parker)  Beadleston. 

It  is  thought  that  Grandfather  Beadleston 
came  from  England  to  tbe  United  States, 
where  bis  son  Henry  was  born.  The  latter,  a 
builder  and  architect  by  occupation,  was  twice 
married.      He  and   his   first   wife   reared   four 


children.  His  second  union  was  with  Mrs. 
Mary  (Tanner)  Parker,  a  wicbtw  with  two  chil- 
dren, wbo  bore  him  three  sons  —  Ambrose, 
George,  and  Merritt. 

George  P.  Beadleston  was  about  si.\  years  of 
age  when  bis  fatber  settled  in  Plattsburg. 
When  be  had  attained  a  suitable  age,  bis 
fatber  instructed  bim  in  tbe  business  of  archi- 
tect and  bulkier,  at  which  he  was  subsec|uently 
engaged  for  a  time  in  Keeseville.  P'ollowing 
upon  that,  be  purchased  a  farm  in  that  part  of 
tbe  town  of  Peru  known  as  the  Clark  neighbor- 
hood, and  spent  tbe  succeeding  twelve  years 
in  diligent  toil  upon  it.  In  1852  be  jiur- 
chased  another  farm,  containing  three  himdred 
and  twenty-eight  acres  of  land,  mostly  under 
cultivation,  in  "the  Union,"  and  it  was  here 
that  be  passed  the  remaining  forty-three  years 
of  his  life.  He  always  enjoyed  a  good  state 
of  health  until  bis  last  illness,  which  forced 
him  to  lay  down  forever  tbe  implements  of 
toil.  By  bis  own  efforts,  continued  with  un- 
tiring diligence,  be  won  his  way  through  life, 
and  gained  a  sufificient  competence  to  permit 
of  his  spending  his  last  days  in  comfort  and 
enjoyment.  In  bis  last  illness  another  charac- 
teristic was  revealed.  When  taking  a  stimu- 
lant ordered  by  his  doctor  he  remarked  that 
not  for  over  sixty  years  bad  any  liquor  passed 
his  lips.  He  died  on  March  15,  1895,  eighty- 
one  years  of  age. 

On  November  7,  1844,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Miranda  Clark,  daughter  of  Joel  Clark. 
She  died  on  May  8,  1870.  He  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  March  27,  1873,  with  Miss 
Prudie  H.  Spaulding,  wbo  survives  bim.      She 
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was  born  at  Schuyler's  Falls,  and  completed 
her  education  at  the  Burlington  Female  Semi- 
nary. Her  grandfather,  Versail  Spaulding, 
who  was  born  in  Vermont,  came  to  Plattsburg 
about  the  time  of  the  War  of  18 12.  He  took 
part  in  this  war,  and  during  his  absence  from 
home  his  house  was  burned  by  the  British. 
After  the  war  was  ended  he  followed  the  call- 
ings of  carpenter  and  builder  at  Plattsburg. 
He  was  the  father  of  four  children;  namely, 
Armand,  Lyman,  Orrin,  and  Theresa.  Ar- 
mand,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  Schuyler's  Falls, 
and  died  there  December  19,  1889,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety  years.  He  married  Miss 
Freelove  I*"ish,  daughter  of  David  Fish,  of 
Peru,  where  she  was  born.  .Six  children  were 
the  fruit  of  their  union,  as  follows:  Lottie, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Nathan  B.,  a  retired 
farmer  residing  in  Peru;  Matilda,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Brand,  a  successful  farmer  of  Peru; 
Armand,  who  lived  at  Morrisonville,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years;  I'rudie,  the 
widow  of  George  Provost  Beadleston;  and  Al- 
cibiades,  a  farnier  of  Schuyler's  Falls,  living 
in  sight  of  the  place  where  he  was  born. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Beadleston  was  a 
Democrat,  but  lie  never  sought  official  posi- 
tion. Nevertheless,  he  served  very  acceptably 
as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  I'eace.  Al- 
though not  a  communicant  of  any  denomina- 
tion, he  was  a  constant  attendant  of  the  Meth- 
odist I'^piscopal  church,  and  contributed 
toward  its  support.  While  he  was  not  a  pro- 
fessing Christian,  his  life  was  one  of  faithful 
obedience  to  the  precepts  of  the  Bible;  and  he 


won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  both  in  business  and  social 
circles. 


^yOSEA  B.  WILLARD,  who  is  inti- 
mately and  actively  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  Essex 
County,  is  a  man  of  well-known  financial  abil- 
ity and  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of 
Port  Henry.  He  was  born  February  24,  1842, 
at  Vergennes,  Vt.,  then  the  only  incorjioratetl 
city  in  the  Green  Mountain  State. 

His  father,  Hosea  Willard,  a  son  of  Oliver 
Willard,  was  born  in  1806,  at  Windsor,  Vt., 
being  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children.  He 
began  life  by  working  for  Iiis  brother  at  I'^iir 
Haven,  Vt.,  but  subsequently  removed  to  Ver- 
gennes, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
years,  dying  August  27,  1883.  He  was  a 
liberal-minded,  public-spirited  man,  taking 
an  intelligent  interest  in  local  affairs,  being  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  several  terms, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  Chief  of  the  i'"ire 
Department.  He  was  identified  with  the 
Whigs  in  his  early  days,  but  on  the  formation 
of  the  Republican  party  became  oue  of  its 
strongest  adherents.  He  was  a  firm  believer 
in  the  tenets  of  the  Congregational  chureli, 
which  he  joined  in  1840.  He  married  Betsie 
E.  Benton,  who  bore  him  four  children  — 
IClecta  J.,  Harvey  F.,  Hosea  B.,  and  Mary  D. 
Harvey  F.  Willard  was  prominent  in  hotel 
circles,  being  well  known  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  having  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  i-iemoving  to 
Chicago  in  1854,  he  became   clerk    in   the   old 
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Mattison  House,  resigning  that  position  to  be- 
come a  clcrl<  in  the  Lindal  Hotel  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  He  was  .subsequently  a  clerk  in  the 
Glenarin  Motel  at  Denver,  Col.,  and  after- 
ward assumed  the  same  position  in  the  South- 
ern Hotel  at  St.  Louis,  where  he  died  of  apo- 
plexy, March  3,  1889,  aged  fifty-one  years. 
His  funeral,  which  was  solemnized  at  St. 
Louis  in  the  parlors  of  the  .Southern  Hotel, 
was  attended  by  some  four  hundred  or  more 
friends  and  by  a  large  number  of  people  who, 
though  not  personally  acquainted  with  him, 
had  a  most  kindly  regard  for  him,  knowing 
him  by  reputation.  His  body  was  subse- 
quently taken  to  Vergenncs,  Vt.,  for  inter- 
ment. He  had  many  warm  and  sincere 
friends,  among  others  being  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, our  martyred  President. 

Hosea  B.  Willard,  the  younger  son,  was 
reared  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  after 
leaving  school  began  his  business  career  as  a 
clerk  in  a  clothing  store,  which  he  left,  after 
acquiring  some  experience,  to  take  a  position 
in  the  general  store  of  Strong  &  Haven,  also 
of  Vergennes.  Here  he  remained  until  attain- 
ing his  majority,  when  he  entered  Eastman's 
Business  College  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y., 
from  which  he  was  graduatetl  in  1863.  Arriv- 
ing at  Port  Henry  in  March,  Mr.  Willard  be- 
came the  confidential  secretary  of  the  firm  of 
S.  H.  &  J.  G.  Withcrbcc.  Port  Henry  at 
that  time  had  neither  telegraphs,  telejihones, 
nor  railways,  and  could  boast  even  very  few- 
sidewalks.  Vergennes  was  the  nearest  jilace 
of  any  size,  and  all  communication  with  it 
was  by  means  of  the  stage.      Mr.  Willard  was 


at  once  placed  in  charge  of  the  financial  affairs 
of  the  firm,  and  has  since  so  successfully  con- 
ducted his  share  of  the  business  that  it  has 
attained  gigantic  proportions. 

S  H.  &  J.  G.  Witherbec  opened  their  orig- 
inal mines  at  Mineville  in  1840,  and  later 
built  a  charcoal  furnace  at  Fletcherville,  N.Y., 
and  began  the  manufacture  of  the  first  iron  to 
be  introduced  in  the  composition  of  Bessemer 
steel,  iron  at  that  time  selling  at  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  dollars  per  ton.  They  also 
erected  a  large  blast  furnace  at  Port  Henry. 
Of  all  of  these  plants  Mr.  Willard  has  in 
recent  years  had  the  full  charge;  and,  when 
Mr.  J.  G.  Witherbee  entered  into  [jartnership 
with  Mr.  Fletcher  in  the  construction  of  the 
charcoal  furnace,  he  was  given  the  control  of 
the  financial  i:)art.  The  management  of  tiie 
different  lines  of  the  business,  including  the 
tug-boats,  express,  telegraph,  and  freight-for- 
warding, was  also  left  entirely  to  him. 

The  pronounced  business  sagacity  of  Mr. 
Willard  has  led  many  prominent  business 
organizations  to  seek  his  services  in  positions 
of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  has  been 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Cedar  Point 
Iron  Company  and  of  the  Towing  Company; 
and  he  is  likewise  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  Port  Henry  Gas  Company,  the  Port  Henry 
Steam  Perry  Company,  the  Port  Henry  I'ur- 
nace  Company,  and  a  Director  of  the  b'irst 
National  Bank,  in  all  of  which  companies  he  is 
a  stockholder,  having  been  thus  connected  with 
each  of  these  organizations  since  their  incor- 
poration. Mr.  Willard  formed  a  partnership 
with    Mr.    Bingham,    under   tlie   firm    name   of 
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Willard  &  Biiii^ham,  for  the  purpose  of  selling 
iron  ore  throughout  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  as 
the  Cleveland  agency,  that  city  being  their 
terminal  point.  When  the  Bay  State  Iron 
Company  went  into  insolvency,  it  was  reorgan- 
ized under  the  title  of  the  Port  Henry  Furnace 
Company;  and  it  was  then  placed  under  the 
immediate  sui)er\-ision  of  Mr.  Willard,  as 
above  noted. 

When  the  Port  Henry  Opera  House  was 
completed,  Mr.  Willard,  in  company  with 
Austin  Hickok,  opened  a  drug  store  in  that 
building,  under  the  name  of  the  Opera  House 
Drug  Store.  They  carried  on  a  successful 
business  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Hickok,  when 
Mr.  Willard  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  store. 
Although  so  largely  engrossed  with  business 
interests,  Mr.  Willard  has,  nevertheless,  found 
time  to  assist  his  tnwnspeople  in  matters  of 
public  concern.  He  was  persuaded  to  accept 
the  offices  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Moriah  Union  Cemetery,  wliich  was  then  in  a 
very  low  state  of  prt'seivation,  the  fences 
being  dilapidated,  the  walks  unkempt,  and  the 
grass  plots  overrun  with  underbrush  and  un- 
mown  grass.  This  hitherto  neglected  wild 
has  been  transformed  into  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  resting-places  for  the  deatl  to  be 
found  in  the  county. 

In  politics  Mr.  Willard  Is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, but  has  never  been  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  any  office  c.Kcepting  that  of  Trustee  of 
the  village,  an  office  which  he  has  filled  satis- 
factorily for  six  years,  being  also  a  member  of 
the  County  Committee  of  the  Republican 
party.      He  is  liberal    in    his    religious   belief, 


and  is  an  attendant  of  the  Congregational 
church.  He  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lotlge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  142;  of  the  Cedar  Point 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  No.  269;  of 
the  De  Soto  Commandery  Knights  Templars, 
of  Plattsburg;  and  of  the  Oriental  Shrine  in 
Troy,  in  the  two  former  of  which  he  has  held 
every  office,  including  that  of  High  Priest. 
On  May  29,  1877,  Mr.  Willard  was  married  to 
Mary  E.  Chappell,  a  native  of  Florida. 


RLANIK)  ROWFLL,  a  man  of 
marked  financial  ability  and  integrity, 
one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of 
Esse.x  Count}',  is  at  present  engaged  as  a  si)ec- 
ulator  in  wool.  He  was  born  March  29,  1832, 
in  the  town  of  Ando\er,  Vt.,  being  the  fifth 
son  of  Jacob  l^owell,  a  native  of  Massaciuisetts. 

Accortling  to  ti'adition,  Mr.  Ivowell's  great- 
grandfather was  found  when  an  infant  on  Rock- 
land ]5ridge,  ICngland,  and  was  given  the 
surname  of  Rowland.  After  he  came  to 
America  he  had  his  name' changeti  to  Rowell, 
by  which  the  family  has  since  been  known. 
John  Rowell,  who  was  the  eldest  of  his  sex'en 
sons,  married  Mary  Ivogcrs,  and  was  the  father 
of  three  sons  antl  one  daughtei',  Jacob  being 
the  secontl  son  and  child. 

Jacob,  born  h'ebruary  18,  1793,  lost  lioth  ids 
jiarents  when  but  ten  years  old,  being  thus 
thrown  ujion  his  own  resources.  Blessed  with 
a  strong  body  and  an  iron  constitution,  he 
grew  to  a  sturdy  manhood,  being  five  feet  nine 
inches    in    height,    and    weighing   one   hundred 
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and  eighty  ]x)und.s.  He  ne\-er  learned  any 
trade,  but  was  ingenious  in  the  use  of  tools, 
antl  readily  adapted  himself  to  any  manual 
labor,  in  his  early  life  building  many  stone 
walls  and  fences,  in  the  latter  work  the  build- 
ing of  ten  rods  in  a  day  being  an  easy  feat. 
He  chojiped  and  cleared  the  timber  from  a 
large  farm,  burning  charcoal  and  often  drawing 
the  hard  wood  six  miles  with  an  ox  team  and 
selling  it  at  one  dollar  per  cord.  He  bought 
a  farm  on  the  mountain  side,  where  he  carried 
on  general  farming  during  his  later  years,  liv- 
ing in  comfort  and  plenty. 

He  married  Mary  Craig,  a  native  of  New- 
port, N.H.,  their  wedding  taking  place  in 
Andover,  Vt.,  in  181S.  Her  father  w^as  born 
in  Scotland,  a  bright  and  active  boy.  With 
a  lad's  curiosity,  when  ten  years  of  age  he  went 
on  a  strange  boat  to  investigate;  and  the  boat 
(possibly  an  American  privateer)  sailed  away 
with  him  to  America.  Ten  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Rowcll,  namely: 
Henry,  ^leceased ;  Isaac  N.,  born  in  1S21,  died 
in  i8gi  ;  Jacob  R.,  born  in  1823,  living  in 
I'oultney,  Vt.  ;  Mary  and  Martha,  twins,  born 
in  1825,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy;  William, 
born  in  1827;  Elizabeth,  in  1829;  Orlando; 
Abrani,  born  in  1835;  and  Martha,  who  was 
born  in  1837,  and  died  in  1869.  The  mother 
died  in  1870;  and  the  father,  who  again  mar- 
ried, survived  some  nine  years,  dying  in 
1879.  His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Bap- 
tist churchyard  at  Andover,  he  having  been 
a  Trustee  and  Deacon  of  that  church  for  many 
years. 

Orlando    Rowcll    was    reared    on    the  home 


farm,  attending  the  district  school  and  assist- 
ing his  father  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  out  for  himself.  He  worked 
at  farming  in  summer  and  attended  to  his 
studies  in  winter  for  four  or  five  years,  then 
began  a  mercantile  career,  having  a  horse  and 
wagon,  and  selling  dry  goods  and  notions  on 
the  road  for  nine  years,  the  last  three  years  of 
the  time  being  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  made  his  home  with  his  brother,  Isaac  N., 
for  some  years,  and  was  engaged  with  him  in 
farming  to  some  extent  in  Ticonderoga.  He 
afterward  became  identified  with  the  mercan- 
tile interests  of  this  town,  being  for  twenty 
years  the  senior  member  of  the  prosperous  firm 
of  Rowcll  &  Shattuck,  which  erected  the  fine 
store  now  known  as  the  Shattuck  Block.  This 
store  is  three  stories  in  height,  having  a  cellar 
nine  feet  deep  by  fifty-two  and  one-half  feet 
in  width,  and  is  built  of  solid  brick,  costing 
some  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  On  the 
death  of  his  partner,  in  1891,  Mr.  Rowcll  sold 
his  interest  in  the  business  to  Mr.  Shattuck's 
widow,  and  has  since  paid  his  whole  attention 
to  the  buying  and  selling  of  wool,  in  which  he 
has  carried  on  an  extensive  business  for  forty 
years,  sometimes  buying  from  twenty  thousand 
to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  wool  in  a 
year. 

Mr.  Rowell  has  been  twice  married.  Mis 
first  wife,  Celina  Townsend,  to  whom  he  was 
united  January  10,  1S59,  was  a  daughter  of 
Bradford  and  Minerva  (Robinson)  Townsend, 
of  Crown  Point.  She 'died  April  18,  1875,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren —  Phoebe,  who  died  when  twelve  years  old  ; 
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and  Minerva,  who  married  September  i,  1891, 
Robert  Hanna,  a  merchant  of  Ticonderoga. 
On  September  19,  1876,  Mr.  Rnwcll  married 
Elizabeth  DeWolf,  a  daughter  of  Charles  De- 
Wolf,  formerly  of  Granville,  N.Y. ,  but  now 
residents  of  Crown  Point,  where  two  of  their 
sons  and  one  daughter  live.  Resides  Mrs. 
Rowell  they  have  one  daughter  in  Ticon- 
deroga, and  one,  formerly  a  successful  artist 
and  teacher,  who  is  now  married  and  lives  in 
Santa  ]5arbara,  Cal.  Of  Mr.  Rovvell's  second 
union  but  one  child  has  been  born,  Sadie 
Wlnship  Rowell,  whose  birth  occurred  Janu- 
ary I,  1884.  She  is  a  very  bright  and  active 
girl,  quick  at  her  studies,  being  a  jiiiimI  in 
the  academ}-,  an  excellent  pianist,  and  an 
accomplished  horsewoman.  Mr.  Rowell  is 
prominent  in  religious  circles,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  for  twelve 
years,  one  of  its  Trustees  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  and  is  now  a  Deacon  of  that  organiza- 
tion. Deeply  interested  in  the  moral  and  re- 
ligious training  of  the  young,  he  has  been  the 
efficient  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
for  the  past  eighteen  years. 


M 


ANIEL  B.  WOODWARD,  M.D., 
['^  I  ^^^"  '^"'^  been  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  I'llienburg  Cor- 
ners for  about  twenty-eight  years,  is  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Marlboro,  Cheshire  County,  October  i, 
1835,  and  is  a  son  of  "Stillman  and  lumicc 
(Buttrick)  Woodward. 

Daniel     Woodward,     his    grandfather,     was 


born  in  Sutton,  Mass.,  November  2,  1760,  and 
in  early  manhood  settled  permanently  in  Marl- 
boro, N.  II.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Diana 
Converse  took  place  on  April  14,  17S0.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
four  sons  and  four  daughters  lived  to  mari'y. 
David  Woodward,  one  of  the  sons,  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stonecutter.  He  settled  in  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  and  was  a  public-spirited  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  that  city,  which  he  served  as 
Alderman.  Later  George  Woodward,  son  of 
David,  represented  Worcester  in  the  State 
legislature.  Daniel  Woodward  died  in  1837, 
at  .seventy-seven  years  of  age,  his  wife  having 
passed  away  some  years  previous,  in  1820. 
Their  remains  rest  in  the  old  churchyard  in 
Marlboro,  N.H. 

Stillman  Woodward  learned  stone  cutting 
and  was  a  skilled  workman  on  lettering;  but 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  active  years  he 
engaged  in  farming,  lliereby  accumulating  suf- 
ficient to  provide  his  family  with  the  com- 
forts of  life.  He  was  twice  married,  4irsl  on 
December  11,  1834,  to  Miss  lumice  liullrick, 
who  was  born  in  Winchcndon,  Mass.,  Septem- 
ber 26,  181 1,  and  had  removed  to  Troy  in  the 
town  of  Marlboro,  N.  H.,  in  1831.  They  were 
the  parents  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living,  as  follows:  Daniel 
15.,  the  eldest-born  ;  James  B.,  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  in  Watertown,  Mass.  ;  Mary  M., 
who  married  M.  S.  Burt,,  a  successful  farmer 
of  Rockingham,  \'t.  ;  J<ihn  K.,  a  machinist 
employed  in  l'"ilchburg,  Mass.  ;  Martha,  the 
widow  of  S.  B.  Peabody,  who  was  a  machinist 
in    p-itchburg;   and    Stillman    ]■:.,  the   railroad 
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baggage  master  at  ]'"itchbui'g.  Tlicir  mother 
died  April  i,  1866;  and  on  May  14,  1867, 
their  father  niarrietl  Mrs.  Maria  Newell.  He 
died  Mil  January  26,    1879. 

Daniel  ]!.  Woodward  aeejuired  habits  of  in- 
dustry in  early  boyhood,  being  but  six  years 
old  when  he  was  given  certain  portions  of  the 
farm  work  to  j)eif()rm.  When  seventeen  years 
old,  he  secured  a  position  in  a  j)ail  factory. 
After  completing  his  public-school  education, 
he  took  up  the  stud)'  of  medicine,  which  he 
had  pursued  one  )'ear,  and  had  attended  one 
course  of  lectures  at  Harvard  College  when 
President  Lincoln,  on  May  3,  1861,  issued  a 
call  for  volunteers  for  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  He  immediately  responded, 
enlisting  at  Keene,  N.  II.,  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany A  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  New 
Hampshire  \'olinitcer  Infantry.  Upon  reach- 
ing the  licld  of  action,  he  was  soon  detailed  for 
hospital  service  on  account  of  his  knowledge 
of  medicine.  His  position  was  that  of  hos- 
pital steward,  and  with  the  e.\ce]ition  of  a  short 
illness  he  was  on  duty  constantly  fm-  three 
years.  After  his  return  to  his  home  in  Marl- 
boro, N.II.,  he  again  took  U]i  his  medical 
studies;  anil  on  March  S,  1865,  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Harvard  Medical  School.  Dur- 
ing the  three  years  that  followed  he  engaged 
in  ])ractice  in  Troy,  N.  11.,  from  which  place 
he  came  to  I'^lenburg  Corners  nearly  twenty- 
eight  years  ago;  and  u[5  to  within  three  years 
he  has  engaged  in  active  jjractice.  He  is  now 
confined  to  the  house  in  winter  with  asthma, 
whiili  he  contiacted  in  the  army. 

On     May     17,      1865,     Dr.     Woodward    was 


united  in  marriage  with  Miss  I{llen  A.  Burt, 
of  Plymouth,  \'t.,  where  she  was  born,  Ma\'  17, 
1838,  daughter  of  David  and  Louisa  (Pollard) 
Piirt.  Mrs.  Woodward  died  January  14,  1893, 
lea\'ing  an  only  son,  Da\'id  Hurt  Woodward, 
who  is  a  machinist  by  trade  and  unmarried. 
Dr.  Woodward  casts  his  vote  with  the  Re[nib- 
lican  party.  He  still  resides  in  the  sub- 
stantial brick  dwelling  on  the  little  village 
farm  where  he  settled  soon  after  coming  to 
]{llenbur<r  Corners. 


RliD  N.  LAMB,  the  popular  proprietor 
\s  of  the  Lake  Side  Inn  at  Lake  Placid, 
was  born  in  North  Hudson,  N.Y.,  June  17, 
1856,  son  of  Myron  anil  Johanna  (\'aw)  Lamb. 
He  represents  the  third  generation  of  his  fam- 
ily in  this  [lart  of  New  York,  his  grandfather; 
Levi  Lamb,  a  native  of  Vermont,  settling 
in  iLlizabethtown  at  an  early  date.  Levi 
Lamb  was  a  millwright  and  worked  in  both 
saw-mills  and  grist-mills  in  the  locality.  He 
died  in  New  Russia,  Essex  County,  N.Y., 
when  about  seventy  years  of  age.  His  wife, 
whose  name  before  marriage  was  Anna  Denton, 
survived  her  husband  ten  )'ears."  They  reared 
two  sons  —  Myron,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
and  Alanson.  Myron  Lamb  was  born  Decem- 
ber 10,  1822.  He  was  for  many  years  engaged 
in  farming,  and  is  now  living  in  Keene  Valley, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  farming  districts  in 
the  State.  His  wife,  Johanna  Yaw,  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  May  15,  1895, 
in   her  si.\ty-fifth   )'ear.      .She  reared    two    sons 
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—  Oscar  and  Fred  N. ,  the  former  of  whom 
resides  in  North  Elba. 

Fred  N.  Lamlj  spent  his  lioyhood  at  Lake 
Placid,  the  nearest  house  in  those  da)'s  being 
two  miles  from  his  home.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  district  school,  and  in  early 
youth  engaged  in  farming.  In  1883  he  built 
part  of  his  present  residence,  which  is  situ- 
ated on  the  banks  of  Mirror  I_,ake,  and  let  a 
jjortion  to  the  Ste\x'ns  Brothers  to  accommo- 
date their  guests  when  the  hotel  was  over-full  ; 
and  about  si.\  years  ago  he  began  to  take  sum- 
mer boarders  on  his  own  account.  The  vent- 
ure was  so  successful  that  Mr.  Lamb  soon 
found  it  advisable  to  enlarge  his  house.  He 
is  now  able  to  accommodate  forty-five  guests; 
and  there  is  no  better  cuisine  in  the  locality 
than  "Lamb's,"  while  the  personal  supervision 
of  the  genial  host  ensures  the  comfort  of  each 
one  under  his  roof-tree.  Mr.  Lamb  is  also 
a  good  business  man,  and  owns  otiier  real  es- 
tate besides  his  hotel,  althnugh  he  began  life 
without  cash  ca])ital. 

January  i,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Carrie 
A.  Nash,  a  native  of  North  ]'"lba,  daughter  of 
Joseph  V.  and  Harriet  C.  (Brewster)  Nash; 
and  three  sons  have  blessed  their  union  — 
William  M.,  Clarence  Merton,  and  Josejih 
Vernon,  aged  resjjectively  fourteen,  ten,  and 
seven  years.  William  M.  is  a  student  at  the 
Moody  School.  Mrs.  Lamb  is  an  excellent 
cook  and  gives  personal  supervision  to  the 
menu  of  the  inn,  her  charm  as  a  hostess  add- 
ing materiall)'  to  the  patrf)nage  of  the  iir)Stelry. 
A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  LamI)  lias 
served  as   Inspector  of   Flections,  Overseer  of 


the  Highways,  Collector,  and  Constalile.  He 
is  a  Master  Mason.  His  home  is  beautifully 
located,  and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  re- 
sorts in  the  Adirondacks. 


^OHN  B.  RILEY,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  at  .Schuyler's  P'alls, 
N.  \'.,  .September  9,  1852.  Having  at- 
tended the  district  school  and  the  I'lattshurg 
and  Keeseville  High  .Schools,  at  seventeen 
years  of  age  he  commenced  teaching.  In  1875 
he  was  elected  School  Commissioner  for  Clin- 
ton County,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  tliree 
years'  teian  of  service  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  office.  In  the  meantime  he  studieil  law, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1877,  and  has  since 
practised  his  profession  at  I'lattshurg.  In 
1885  he  was  elected  President  of  the  \illage, 
and  was  re-elected  the  following  )'ear. 

In  1886  he  was  appointed  su|)erintendent  of 
Indian  .Schools  of  the  United  .States.  This 
position  he  resigned  Januar\-  i,  1889,  upun 
being  appointed  Chief  I">xaminer  of  the  New 
\'ork  .State  Civil  .Service  Commission.  Later 
he  was  a|ipointed  Ihiited  States  Consul  (len- 
eral  for  Canada,  and  now  holds  that  position, 
his  ofncial  resilience  being  at  Ottawa.  Mr. 
Riley  has  always  taken  an  active  inteiest  in 
educational  work,  l)eing  one  of  tlu'  fountlers  of 
the  Clinton  County  Teachers'  Association  nf 
which  he  was  Secretary  and  President  for 
several  years. 

He  was  also,  while  .School  Cnmmissioner, 
an  active  [larticiiiant  in  the  meetings  of  the 
New   ^'ol■k    State    Teachers'    Associations    and 
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the  State  Association  of  School  Commissioners 
and  cit}'  superintendents,  wheie  he  earnestly 
advocated  the  reform  in  the  method  of  licens- 
ing teachers  which  has  since  been  atiojited. 
He  is  at  present  President  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Plattsburg  State  Normal 
School.  lie  is  also  a  Trustee  of  the  Catholic 
Summer  School  of  America. 

Mr.  Riley  married  in  1SS3  Genevieve 
Desmond,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Matthew 
Desmond.  While  taking  sympathetic  interest 
in  her  husband's  success,  Mrs.  Riley  is  chiefly 
devoted  at  present  to  the  education  of  their 
three  chiklren.  She  is  a  graduate  of  D'Von- 
ville  Academy,  and  is  an  accomplisiied  mu- 
sician. 


RANK    DEXTER     KINSLEY,     M.D., 

s  one  of  the  foremost  jihysicians  of  Peru, 
Clinton  County,  N.\'. ,  where  he  has  an  ex- 
tensive practice,  was  bmii  at  Loganville,  .Sauk 
County,  Wis.,  August  16,  1857,  being  a  son 
of  Stephen  N.  and  Lucy  A.  (Seamans)  Kins- 
ley, of  that  place.  He  comes  of  pioneer  slock 
and  of  English  antecedents,  his  great-grand- 
father on  the  maternal  side,  Kzra  Seamans, 
having  been  a  native  of  ICngland. 

Frank  1).  Kinsley  [nnsued  his  medical 
studies  with  Dr.  Whyte,  of  I^llenburg  Centre, 
N.Y.,  and  Drs.  W.  S.  Ilousinger  and  son, 
of  West  Chaz)',  N.V.,  graduated  from  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  March  i,  1882,  immediately  located  at 
.Schuyler's  Falls,  N.  \\ ,  and  in  June,  1883, 
removed  to  Peru,  his  present  home.  Dr. 
Frank     D.    Kinsley     and     Ida     M.     P'orrence, 


daughter  of   H.    H.    I'orrence,    of   Keeseville, 
were  married  on  October  i,   1884. 

Politically,  Dr.  Kinsley  is  an  old  party 
Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the  Clinton  County 
Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was  \'ice-Presi- 
dent  in  1887  and  President  the  ne.xt  year,  and 
also  to  the  Northern  New  York  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  is  now  \'ice-President. 


s^tACOB  K.  WOOD,  for  many  years  one 
of  the  most  respected  and  imiversally 
beloved  citizens  of  North  Elba,  who 
died  at  his  home  in  this  town  of  pneumonia, 
l""ebruary  11,  1896,  was  born  in  Port  Henry, 
N.Y.,  April  17,  1845.  His  parents  were 
Milo  and  Harriet  (Farrington)  Wood.  Mr. 
Wood's  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
when  a  young  man,  settled  in  Port  Henry. 
Having  been  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
there  for  a  short  time,  he  died  in  1848,  when 
ill  the  prime  of  life,  leaving  with  his  widow 
their  three  sons  —  Isaac,  Jacob,  and  Charles. 
His  wife,  Harriet,  whom  he  married  in  this 
count)-,  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  She  was 
again  married  to  Harvey  Smith,  of  Westport, 
by  whom  she  had  one  son,  named  Walter,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  Mr.  Wtiod's 
mother  died  in  September,  1894,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years. 

On  his  father's  death  Jacob  K.  Wood  went 
to  live  with  his  uncle,  Rfibert  G.  Scott,  a 
farmer  of  North  I{lba,  in  whose  family  he  was 
brought  up,  receiving  a  limited  education  at 
the  old  log  school-house  '  in  his  district. 
Robert   G.    Scott   had    come    with    his    father, 
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Thomas  Scott,  from  Keene,  N.H.,  to  North 
Elba,  had  settled  upon  Frecdman's  farm,  and 
become  a  flourishing  farmer,  and  had  married 
a  sister  of  Mr.  Wooil's  mother.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  Mr.  Wood  engaged  in  farming 
upon  his  own  account.  After  the  death  of  his 
uncle  and  aunt  he  inherited  a  share  of  their 
property,  which  amounted  to  fourteen  hundred 
dollars.  With  the  single  exception  of  a  few 
months  spent  in  Sjiringfield,  he  has  continued 
to  reside  in  North  Elba,  where  he  carried  on 
general  farming.  Besides  his  homestead  prop- 
erty, which  contains  one  hundred  and  si.xty 
acres,  he  owns  a  tract  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty-two  acres  of  land.  The  farm  is  sit- 
uated upon  the  road  leading  to  Adirondack 
Lodge,  and  he  supplied  that  resort  with  farm 
products.  Formerly  he  took  summer  boarders, 
who  found  his  pleasant  home  and  healthy  sur- 
roundings a  quiet  and  agreeable  retreat  in 
which  to  enjoy  an  outing  during  the  heated 
term. 

"Mr.  Wood  was  not  only  a  successful 
farmer,  but  a  natural  wooilsman.  lie  was  an 
enthusiastic  hunter,  and  had  shot  many  deer 
and  foxes.  Ilisoijinion  on  matters  pertaining 
to  hunting  was  often  sought,  and  he  has 
been  frequently  quoted  in  l-'orcsl  and  Stream, 
the  leading  American  authority  on  fish  and 
game.  lie  was  a  man  of  great  stature,  being 
nearly  six  feet  and  a  half  tall,  and  of  Hercu- 
lean strength.  His  unflagging  industry 
brought  him  fairly  good  returns,  and  as  he  was 
a  man  of  strict  business  habits  he  accumulated 
property.  He  was  liberal-minded  and  of  strict 
integrity,  and  during   life   he  was   a   friend   of 


the  poor  and  needy."  In  the  Elizabeth 
(N.Y.)  Post  of  February  30,  1S96,  from 
which  the  above  extract  has  been  taken,  ap- 
pears the  following  tribute  to  his  personal 
character:  "At  home  with  his  family  he  was 
all  that  affection  could  claim.  He  was  kind 
and  considerate  and  faithful  to  the  utmost  de- 
gree. We  have  often  enjoyed  the  hospitality 
of  his  roof,  ami  know  how  well  he  loved  fun, 
and  how  exceedingly  humorous  he  was  at 
times.  Having  known  him  long  and  inti- 
mately, we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  we  never 
met  a  truer  or  more  manly  man  than  Jacob  K. 


W, 


He  lived  to   see   the  wilderness   blos- 


som like  the  rose,  and  has  gone  to  the  grave 
in  the  fifty-first  year  of  his  age,  generally  la- 
mented by  all  who  knew  him." 

In  June,  1S67,  Mr.  Wood  was  luiited  in 
marriage  to  Amelia  Mooney.  She  was  born 
in  Croton  on  the  Hudson  in  1846,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Anne  (Toomey)  Mooney. 
Thomas  Mooney,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland 
and  a  carpenter  by  trade,  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  young  manhood  and  settled  in  Croton, 
but  later  moved  to  Keene,  where  he  dieil  in 
1879,  aged  seventy-five  years.  He  marricil 
Anne  Toomey,  a  native  of  luigland,  and  had 
a  family  of  fifteen  children,  ten  of  wiiom 
reached  maturity,  one  son  and  five  daughters 
being  now  alive.  Mrs.  Wood's  mother  still 
survives  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  have  four  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Of  these  Walter  S.  and  William 
R.  are  merchants  at  Fake  Placid.  Charles 
II.,  Ira,  Hattie,  and  I'.dilh,  live  at  home.  In 
politics  Mr.  Wood  was  a   Democrat.      His  de- 
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cease  deprived  the  town  of  an  esteemed  and 
valued  citizen,  and  his  chilihx'n  of  a  fond 
father,  who  spared  nothing  t(.)  furnish  them 
with  all  the  advantages  necessary  to  make 
them  good  and  useful  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 


M 


AVID  MINDS,  of  Kcenc  Centre, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Conveyancer, 
and  Pension  and  Claim  Agent,  was 
born  in  Wilmington,  Mssex  County,  Decem- 
ber 30,  1824,  son  of  David  and  Polly  (Ham- 
mond) Hinds.  His  grandfather,  Moses  Hinds, 
a  bloomer  by  trade,  moved  in  1802  from  New 
Jersey  to  \'ergennes,  Vt.,  and  thence  to 
Kccseville,  this  county,  where  he  died  at  an 
advanced  age  in  1816.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Experience  Smith,  also  had 
a  long  life.  Her  remains,  with  those  of  her 
husband,  are  now  resting  near  P^irt  Douglas, 
Essex  County.  Three  sons  and  two  daughters 
were  born  to  Moses  and  P^xperience  Hinds, 
all  of  whom  reared  families.  David  Hinds, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1794.  He 
also  was  a  bloomer,  and  laboreil  at  that  busi- 
ness in  Wilmington,  and  afterward  in  Jay, 
N.Y.,  where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
spent.  He  dieii  in  'I'iconderoga  in  April, 
1875.  He  was  married  in  Jay,  about  1820,  to 
Polly  Hammond,  who  was  born  in  Jay,  (Octo- 
ber 21,  1800,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Plammond, 
a  farmer  of  that  town.  She  died  January  4, 
1S50,  in  her  fiftieth  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hinds  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  four  sons  and  four  daughters  reached 
maturity.      Two    sons    and   two   daughters   are 


now  living,  namely:  David,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Abigail,  widow  of  Alexander  Hitch- 
cock, now  residing  in  Ohio;  Hiram  H.,  an 
employee  in  the  pulp-mill  of  Ticondcroga; 
and  Paulina,  wife  of  John  Stowell,  of  Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

David  Hinds,  being  one  of  a  large  family 
and  the  son  of  poor  parents,  received  a  limited 
common-school  education.  He  went  to  work 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  in  a  forge  at  Wilming- 
ton, and  for  some  years  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  his  father  and  grandfather.  His  taste, 
however,  inclined  to  mercantile  pursuits;  and, 
shortly  after  he  attained  his  majority,  he 
obtained  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Wilmington.  After  spending  six  months 
here,  he  was  occupied  as  a  salesman  in  Keene 
some  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
he  opened  a  store  in  Keene,  in  company  with 
Adam  Howard.  This  was  in  the  spring  of 
1856,  and  the  memorable  freshet  of  Sep- 
tember 30  following,  which  destroyed  con- 
siderable life  and  property,  left  Mr.  Hinds 
houseless  and  ])enniless.  He  then  worked  for 
a  time  at  various  kinds  of  manual  labor,  until 
he  had  placed  his  financial  affairs  on  a  com- 
fortable footing,  and  was  able  to  engage  in  his 
present  occuijation.  He  is  now  the  owner  of 
valuable  real  estate.  Originally  a  Whig,  he 
still  adheres  to  the  root  principles  of  the  old 
party,  voting  with  the  Republicans;  and  he 
has  been  a  public  servant  for  over  forty  years. 
In  1S52,  tlie  second  year  of  his  residence  in 
Keene,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk,  and  eflr  • 
ciently  filled  the  office  for  eight  years.  In 
1865  he  was  elected  Supervisor  for  one  year, 
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and  has  been  elected  to  the  same  office  five 
times  since;  and  he  has  l)ecn  Justice  of  the 
Peace  twenty-nine  years,  and  Pension  and 
Claim  Agent  twenty  years.  The  pretty  home 
which  he  occupies  he  purchased  in  1870,  and 
it  has  been  his  residence  for  over  thirty  years. 
On  January  i,  1857,  I\fr.  Hinds  was  united 
in  marria;^e  with  Perlina  Goff,  of  Keene, 
daughter  of  Levi  C.  and  Sabra  (Knox)  Goff. 
Mr.  Goff,  who  was  a  blacksmith,  died  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  His  widow,  who 
is  now  nearly  eighty-nine  years  of  age,  resides 
in  North  P^lba,  N.Y.  They  were  the  parents 
of  twelve  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hinds 
have  one  adopted  son,  Fred,  who  married 
Carrie  Sanders,  of  Keene,  and  has  two  daugh- 
ters — ■  Mabel  and  Maud,  aged  resjiectivcly  thir- 
teen and  eleven.  Mabel,  a  bright,  talented 
little  miss,  who,  though  so  young,  has  led  the 
choir  of  the  Methodist  PIpiscopal  church  for  a 
year,  lives  with  her  grandparents.  Maud  is 
with  her  father  and  mother.  Mr.  Hinds  is  a 
Master  Mason,  belonging  to  Adirondack 
Lodge,  No.  602,  of  Elizabeth.  He  and  his 
wife  attend  the  Methodist  l'".|)iscoi)al  church. 
They  are  highly  esteemed  in  Keene,  where 
they  have  long  occupied  a  prominent  position. 


YM)MLLIAM  T.  15RYAN,  proprietor 
VpV^  and  editor  of  the  'I'iconderoga  .SV«-  ' 
tiiul,  at  Ticonderoga,  ICssex  County,  N.'S'., 
was  born  in  this  jilace  on  p-elMuary  25,  1838. 
His  father,  Robert  Bryan,  whose  death  oc- 
curred in  Ticonderoga,  April  28,  1880,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  born  in    1808,  near  the  city 


of  Belfast,  where  he  lived  until  about  twenty- 
five  years  old.  Then,  taking  passage  on  a 
sailing-vessel,  he  came  to  New  York,  ])eiiig 
as  many  weeks  crossing  the  ocean  as  it  now 
takes  days.  He  landed  in  New  York,  and 
went  directly  to  Philadelphia,  where  lie 
worked  as  a  shoemaker  for  two  years.  Com- 
ing thence  to  Ticonderoga,  he  was  man'ietl 
April  3,  1S36,  to  Mary  Hovenden,  who  was 
born  and  bred  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and 
emigrated  to  this  country  with  her  sister  and 
their  uncle,  Thomas  Hovenden.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  namely:  William  T., 
the  special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Samuel  G.  ; 
George  E.,  who  enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1864 
in  Company  1%  .Second  New  York  Cavalry, 
serving  as  Orderly  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  who  died  in  Ticonderoga,  December  8, 
1874,  aged  thirty-three  years;  Mary  J.,  wife 
of  W.  J.  Donnell;  and  Robert  John,  a  resi- 
dent of  this  place.  Mrs.  Mary  II.  Bryan,  a 
bright  and  active  woman  of  fourscore  years,  is 
here  enjoying  life,  surrounded  by  iier  chil- 
dren, who  appreciate  her  mother])-  devotion 
and   care  for  her  tenderly. 

William  T.  Bryan  received  a  practical  com- 
mon-school education,  after  whicii  lie  studied 
the  Latin  and  l'"rench  languages  with  priwite 
tutors,  and  continued  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
at  Greenwich  Academy  and  the  I-'ort  P'dward 
Collegiate  Institute.  Me  began  life  as  a 
teacher,  being  eni[)loye(l  in  the  district  schools 
two  terms,  and  one  term  in  the  village,  but 
abandoned  the  teacher's  desk  for  the  shoe- 
maker's bench,  having  learned  the  trade  of 
shoemaking    frum    his    father.      Being    a    man 
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of  enterprise,  Mr.  Bryan  then  started  a  harness 
sho]i,  there  being  none  in  tiiis  hjcality,  hir- 
ing a  praetical  harness-malcer,  witli  whom  he 
worked  until  familiar  witli  the  business,  which 
he  carried  on  successfully  until  1876.  In 
that  year  he  removed  to  Buchanan  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  carried  on  both  of  his  trades  for 
rather  more  than  five  years.  Returning  then 
to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  Mr.  Bryan  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  harness  business  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  R.  J.  Bryan,  being  thus 
[)rosperously  engaged  for  six  years,  when,  in 
1888,  he  purchased  from  Thomas  R.  Kneil  the 
Sf/itiiu'l.  This  paper  was  established  in  1873 
by  i\Ir.  Tobin,  who  sold  out  his  interest  to 
John  E.  Mulholland,  who  in  turn  sold  to  Mr. 
Kneil.  Under  the  management  of  its  present 
editor  and  proprietor  the  paper  has  been  con- 
siderably enlarged,  its  size  having  been  doubled 
since  its  first  issue,  which  contained  but  four 
pages,  the  circulation  having  been  increased 
from  six  hundred  to  fifteen  hundred. 

On  September  27,  1864,  Mr.  Bryan  was 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Ilogle,  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Rose  (Sheldon)  Ilogle,  both  of  whom  were  of 
substantial  pioneer  ancestry.  Two  cliildren 
have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bryan  —  Claud  V.  and  May  E.  Claud,  who 
was  born  in  1S65,  was  educated  at  West  Point, 
where  he  stood  well  in  his  class  for  three 
years.  On  account  of  the  failure  of  his  eye- 
sight in  1888,  he  was  forced  to  give  uji  his 
course;  but,  on  the  reconmiendation  of  the 
faculty  at  West  Point,  he  accepted  the  position 
of    teacher    of     languages     and     mathematics 


and  military  professor  at  Deveaux  College, 
Suspension  Bridge.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he 
became  military  instructor  at  the  reformatory 
in  Elmira,  N.Y.,  receiving  the  rank  of 
Colonel  and  being  next  in  authorit)'  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  institution.  Colonel 
Bryan  has  jjroved  himself  thoroughly  adequate 
to  the  duties  of  his  ofifice  and  a  most  able 
commandant,  having  been  successful  in  his 
desire  to  bring  this  department  up  to  the 
most  exacting  standard  of  military  discipline 
and  tactics.  May,  the  only  daughter,  is  an 
accomplished  musician,  having  studied  two 
years  at  the  New  England  Conservatory  in 
Boston  and  later  at  the  P-lmira  Female  Col- 
lege, being  especially  gifted  as  a  violinist. 

Since  1884  the  family  residence  has  been 
on  West  Exchange  Street,  although  prior  to 
that  time  Mr.  Bryan  had  bought  and  sold  sev- 
eral houses.  In  politics  Mr.  Bryan  is  a  sound 
Republican,  and,  religiously,  is  an  Episco- 
palian; while  Mrs.  Bryan  consistently  follows 
the  teachings  of  the  Baptist  church. 


fOSP:PH  PYPER,  the  trusty  foreman  of 
the  tannery  of  M.  C.  Dizer  &  Co.,  at 
Altona,  Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  and  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  this  town,  was 
born  in  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  1841, 
son  of  John  and  Dora  (Delmidge)  Piper. 

John  Pyper  was  born  in  County  Limerick  in 
1794.  He  was  a  successful  farmer  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  had  acquired  moderate  means, 
when,  in  1844,  he  decided  to  establish  a  home 
in  America.     With  his  wife  and  six  children, 
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he  took  passage  at  Limerick  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Gorman,  and 
four  weeks  and  four  days  later  landed  in  Que- 
bec. He  soon  after  settled  in  the  town  of 
Osgoode,  Carrolton  County,  Ontario,  where 
he  purchased,  at  ninety  cents  per  acre,  a  wood 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  owing  to  the  improvements  made 
thereon,  is  worth  forty  dollars  per  acre.  His 
wife,  Dora  Delmidge,  bore  him  ten  children, 
six  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  with  the  exception  of  William  Pyper, 
a  teacher,  who  died  in  the  prime  of  life. 
John  Pyper  ilied  August  7,  1866,  and  his 
widow  about  six  months  later,  in  1867,  at  fifty- 
eight  years  of  age. 

Joseph  Pyper  lived  with  his  parents  during 
his  early  boyhood.  At  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  was  apprenticed  for  seven  years  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier,  the  man  to 
whom  he  was  bound  agreeing  to  give  him 
school  privileges.  This  part  of  the  contract 
not  being  kept,  and  the  boy  being  otherwise 
unkindly  treated,  at  the  end  of  five  years  he 
left  his  hard-hearted  and  faithless  em[)loyer. 
In  1857  he  struck  out  for  the  Slates,  and  land- 
ing in  I'ort  Covington,  I'ranklin  County, 
N.Y.,  worked  one  year  at  six  dollars  per 
month.  From  there  he  went  to  Bangor,  in 
the  same  county,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
four  years.  He  also  attended  night  school  in 
the  winter,  and  studied  all  the  spare  time  he 
had,  in  that  manner  acquiring  his  education. 
He  went  to  Malonc,  N.Y.,  in  18G2,  and,  after 
working  at  his  trade  there  seven  years,  in  1869 
he    went     to    Chatcaugay,    another    T'ranklin 


County  town,  where  he  continued  at  his  trade 
eight  years.  On  April  15,  1877,  the  year  fol- 
lowing his  marriage,  he  came  to  Altona,  where 
for  a  number  of  years  he  has  had  full  charge 
of  the  M.  C.  Dizcr  &  Co.  establishment,  in 
which  from  ten  to  twenty-five  men  are  em- 
ployed. They  handle  about  seventy  thousand 
calfskins  yearly,  or  an  average  of  about  thir- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  weekly.  Mr.  Pyper's 
experience  as  a  tannery  foreman  covers  about 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  which  is  a  most  excel- 
lent record  for  one  who  left  home  a  barefooted 
boy  and  without  a  coat  to  his  back. 

He  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1S76  to  Miss 
Zoa  Gauthier,  of  Chateaugay.  They  have 
buried  an  infant  son,  and  have  five  sons  and 
two  daughters  living  —  William  J.  Pyper,  a 
young  man  employed  as  book-keeper  in  the 
tannery;  Benjamin  F.  Pyper,  who  is  with  the 
firm  in  Massachusetts;  John  Pyper,  who  is 
still  attending  school ;  Dora;  Anna;  ICmmelt; 
and  Douglass.  In  politics  Mr.  Pyper  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  served  on  the  Boanl  of 
School  Trustees  for  eight  years.  In  religion 
he  is  an  Fpiscopalian.  He  and  his  family  oc- 
cupy the  pleasant  residence  that  he  built  in 
1885. 

LAVTON  H.  DkLAXO,  President  of 
the  Ticonderoga  Pulp  Company  and 
leader  in  other  important  industrial 
enterprises  of  ICssex  County,  is  a  native  citi- 
zen of  Ticonderoga.  He  was  born  on  l'"ebru- 
ary  8,  1836,  and  comes  from  French  Huguenot 
stock,  being  a  descendant,  many  times  re- 
moved,   of    Philip    De    La    Noye,    who,    with 
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other  rrotcstaiits,  to  escape  persecution,  fled 
from  their  native  soil  to  seek  refuge  in  tiiis 
country. 

Nathaniel  DeLano,  j^randfatlier  ol  Mr. 
Clayton  H.  DeLano,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Shoreham,  V't.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
besides  lieing  a  nuuuifaeturer  of  lumber  and 
iron.  Aljout  i  800  he  migrated  to  this  State, 
and  settled  in  Ticonderoga,  taking  up  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  which  he  improveil.  His  first 
wife,  formerly  Lois  Robinson,  was  born  in 
Shoreham,  Vt.  She  bore  him  five  sons  and 
one  daughter,  the  latter  of  wdiom  was  acci- 
dentally killed  liy  a  rolling  log  in  the  lumber 
yard.  The  sons  were:  Joseph,  an  iron  manu- 
facturer and  merchant,  and  for  many  years 
Postmaster,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years,  leaving  a  goodly  estate  to  his  three 
daughters;  Henjamin  Phelps;  Asa  P.,  formerly 
a  merchant  and  farmer  in  this  place,  who  re- 
moved to  Mexico,  where  he  died,  leaving  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  and  a  modest  property; 
Thomas,  who  carries  on  general  farming  in 
Ticonderoga,  and  has  three  chiklren  living; 
and  James  M.,  also  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  this  town.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  which  occurrctl  when  she  was  about 
threescore  years  of  age,  the  grandfather  again 
married,  and  lived  until  eighty-fovu"  years  old. 

lienjamin  Phelps  DeLano  was  a  lifelong- 
resident  of  Ticonderoga,  where  he  was  born  in 
1804.  He  was  an  extensive  land-holder,  own- 
ing at  the  lime  of  his  death,  in  1891,  four 
large  farms,  embracing  some  six  hundred  acres 
of  choice  land.  In  1835  he  wedded  Amanda 
Harris,  who  was  born  in  181 1  in   Oueensbury, 


N.Y.,  and  who  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children.  Six  of  these  grew  to  mature  years, 
namely:  Clayton  II.,  the  special  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Mary,  for  many  years  a  most  suc- 
cessful teacher,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
five  years;  Rollin  W'.,  who  received  his  col- 
legiate education  at  Middlelniry  College,  in 
Middlebury,  \'t.,  married  Hattie  Hacon,  ant! 
went  to  .St.  Cloud,  Minn.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  editorial  work  until  his  decease,  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty  years,  leaving  his 
widow  with  one  son  and  one  daughter;  Louise 
Antoinette,  who  died  when  twenty-one  years 
of  age;  Anna  M.,  who  lived  to  be  thirty  years 
old;  and  Arthur  L.,  a  prosperous  farmer,  re- 
siding on  the  old  homestead. 

The  mother,  Mrsr  Amanda  H.  DeLano, 
passed  to  the  better  land  in  1873;  and  the 
father  subsecjucntly  married  Miss  Georgia 
Armstrong.  The  bodies  of  the  beloved  jiar- 
ents  are  resting  in  the  beautiful  grountls  of 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery,  which  was  purchased, 
and  the  association  organized  by  Mr.  DeLano 
at  the  suggestion  of  his  mother,  whose  grave 
was  the  first  to  be  made  there.  The  family 
monument  was  erected  by  her  widowetl  hus- 
band to  mark  the  resting-place  of  his  loved 
ones  gone  before.  In  viewing  this  peaceful 
sjKJt,  one  recalls  the  words  of  our  dee[dy  la- 
mented poet,  Eugene  Field:  — 


("lO  angels  walking  to  and  fro,  singing  tlicir  lullabies. 

Sleep,  oh,  sleei) !  The  shepherd  guardeth  his  sheep. 
Fast  -speedeth  the  niglu  away:  soon  conietli  the  glori- 
ous day, 

.Sleep,   weary  ones,   sleep   while   ye   may;  sleep,  oh. 


sleep." 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


3'« 


Clayton  H.  DeLano  was  educated  at  Fort 
Edward  Institute  and  the  Albany  Law  School, 
after  his  graduation  from  the  latter  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  i8Co.  lie  ilid  not,  how- 
ever, engage  in  [irofessional  life  to  any  great 
extent,  but  returned  to  the  home  farm,  on 
which  he  lived,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  1864,  spent  in  mercantile  business,  until 
1872.  In  that  year  Mr.  DeLano  removetl  to 
the  village  of  Ticonderoga,  where,  in  company 
with  Clark  P.  h'cs,  he  established  a  lumber 
business,  under  the  firm  name  of  DeLano  & 
Ives.  Four  years  later  this  firm  sold  out  to  the 
Chaniplain  Manufacturing  Company,  Mr.  De- 
Lano retaining  a  thirtl  interest  in  the  business 
until  the  ilissolution  of  the  company  in  1880. 
Meanwhile,  in  1878,  he  had  assisted  in  organ- 
izing the  Ticonderoga  Pulp  Company,  which 
was  started  with  a  capital  stock  of  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars,  he  being  appointed  General  Man- 
ager and  Treasurer,  an  office  which  he  held 
three  years,  when  he  accepted  his  present  posi- 
tion as  President  and  General  Manager.  The 
business  has  rapidly  increased,  new  factories, 
a  fibre  plant,  and  paper  and  ground  wood  mills 
having  been  erected,  and  the  capital  stock  in- 
creased to  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
The  business  carried  on  is  enormous,  giving 
constant  employment  to  two  hundred  and  fifty 
hands,  it  being  the  most  prosperous  plant  of 
the  kind  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  DeLano,  who  is  well  known  as  a  man 
ot  unusual  ability,  occupies  other  im])ortant 
positions  in  the  business  world,  being  Presi- 
dent of  the  Mountain  Lumber  Com])any  of 
Plattsburg,    N.Y.,    of   the   National    Chemical 


Association  of  New  York  City,  of  the  Essex 
County  Pulp  and  Paper  Company,  of  the  Ti- 
conderoga Railway,  of  the  Mount  Hope  Ceme- 
tery Association,  a  Director  of  the  Electric 
Light  and  Power  Company,  and  of  the  Ticon- 
deroga Machine  Company.  Politically,  Mr. 
DeLano  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  for  two 
years  served  his  constituents  in  the  State  As- 
sembly, besides  being  Supervisor  for  eight 
years.      Socially,  he  is  a  Master  Mason. 

Mr.  DeLano  was  married  in  1866  to  Anna 
M.  Thompson,  daughter  of  George  and  Betsey 
(Barlow)  Thompson,  of  this  town.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  bom  to  them,  namely:  a  son, 
who  lived  but  a  few  months;  and  three  daugh- 
ters—  Kate,  a  graduate  of  Claveraek  College, 
now  the  wife  of  ]{.  W.  Hyde,  of  Ticonderoga: 
Nora  B.,  who  was  educated  at  Greenfield, 
Mass. ;  and  Florence,  who  was  educated  at  the 
Oneonta  Normal  School.  Mr.  DeLano  and 
family  are  Congregationalists  in  religious  be- 
lief, he  being  one  of  the  Trustees  of  that 
church. 


RS.  JULIA  A.  MILLI'R,  superin- 
tendent of  the  Adirondack  Cottage 
Sanitarium,  an  institution  for  the 
cure  of  i)ulmonary  diseases  at  Saranac  Lake, 
is  a  native  of  Grafton,  Mass.,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Milote  and  Su.san  (Roberts)  Baker. 
Her  father,  Colonel  Baker,  an  officer  in  the 
State  militia,  was  keeper  of  the  Dannemora 
State  Prison  at  Clinton,  N.Y.,  for  some  time, 
being  the  first  man  to  occupy  that  responsible 
position,  and  was  subsecpiently  keeper  at  Sing- 
Sing.      I'larly    in  the   forties  he  was   one   of  a 
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hunting  and  fishing  party  that  visited  the  Adi- 
rondack region,  and  was  so  charmed  with  the 
scenery  and  climate  that  he  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land.  At  one  time  he  owned  a  quarter 
of  llarriettstown.  He  was  in  trade  for  many 
years  at  Saranac  Lake,  and  also  kept  an  inn. 
Colonel  15aker  died  in  1874,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight.  His  chihh'cn  were:  Narcissa 
(deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  I-aisign  Mil- 
ler; Julia  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
Andrew  J.,  a  prominent  citiz.en  of  Saranac 
Lake. 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Miller  received  a  good  educa- 
tion, finishing  her  studies  at  Carlisle  Semi- 
nary. When  she  was  twenty-eight  years  of 
age  she  was  united  in  matrimony  to  iLUsign 
Miller,  a  native  of  Wilmington,  N.Y.,  son  of 
Hillierand  Lois  Miller.  Ensign  Miller  was 
for  many  years  engaged  in  trade  and  in  lum- 
bering in  St.  Armand,  where  he  owned  a  saw- 
mill and  grist-mill.  A  Democrat  in  i)olitics, 
he  held  many  important  town  offices,  and  was 
always  ready  to  aid  in  any  project  for  the 
betterment  of  the  town.  His  death  occurred 
July  26,  1877,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  in  the 
meridian  of  a  successful  career.  Hy  his  lirst 
wife,  Narcissa  ]5aker,  the  sister  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  he  had  three  chilch-en  —  Mar- 
shal, Catherine  Louise,  and  Helen  N.  Mar- 
shal was  stricken  with  paralysis,  and,  after 
suffering  nine  years,  passed  away  in  his 
thirty-ninth  year.  Catherine  Louise,  who 
died  at  Saranac  Lake,  January  32,  1890,  was 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  II.  Locke,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  church  and  a  mis- 
sionary in  China  for  si.x  years.      In  that  coun- 


try three  children  were  born  to  them  — 
Catherine  Louise,  Ruth  Norcross,  and  Mar- 
guerite Miller  I^ocke.  Mrs.  Miller  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  sanitarium  in 
December,  1886,  when  the  enterprise  was  but 
two  years  old.  She  has  full  charge  of  the 
establishment,  incUuling  the  management  of 
the  finances,  her  competence  for  which  is 
amply  proven  by  the  increasing  prosperity  of 
the  institution.  Her  jjosition  is  one  of  great 
responsibility,  demanding  of  her  tact,  cour- 
tesy,  and  dignity,   to  fill   it  acceptably. 

The  Adirondack  Cottage  Sanitarium  was 
founded  by  two  New  York  physicians,  Dr.  I^d- 
ward  L.  Trudeau  and  Dr.  Alfred  Loom  is. 
Dr.  Loomis  is  dead,  but  Dr.  Trudeau  is  still 
the  moving  spirit  of  the  enterprise.  Its  ob- 
ject is  to  offer  to  persons  in  the  first  stages  of 
lung  diseases  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a 
change  of  climate,  a  well-regulated  out-of-door 
life  amid  hygienic  surroundings,  a  nourish- 
ing diet,  and  the  latest  and  most  approved 
methods  of  medical  treatment.  .Scientific  re- 
search has  proved  that,  in  the  history  of  most 
cases  of  consumption,  there  is  a  time  when 
restoration  to  health  might  take  place  if  tlie 
patient  could  for  a  while  give  up  his  occupa- 
tion and  obtain  a  change  of  climate  and  sur- 
roundings. The  sanitarium  offers  such  aii 
opportunity  at  the  moderate  cost  of  five  dollars 
a  week  to  each  patient,  which  barely  covers 
the  necessary  expenses  for  table  board.  The 
only  extra  charges  are  in  cases  of  sudilen  and 
serious  illness,  when  the  patient's  condition 
renders  a  nurse  necessary.  Then  five  dollars 
per  week  extra  is  charged  for  the  nurse's  ser- 
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vices  during  sickness,  with  a  smaller  charge 
during  convalescence.  All  medicines  are  fur- 
nished at  cost,  while  for  medical  attendance 
there  is  no  charge.  The  sanitarium  is  situ- 
ated on  a  protected  hillside,  several  hundred 
feet  above  the  valley  of  the  Saranac  River,  and 
some  two  thousand  feet  above  sea  level.  It 
was  opened  for  patients  February  i,  1885, 
with  accommodations  for  nine  persons,  con- 
sisting of  a  small  main  building  and  three  or 
four  cottages.  The  present  main  building  is 
four  times  the  size  of  the  original  one;  and 
around  it  are  grouped  eighteen  small  cottages, 
and  an  open-air  pavilion  built  as  a  place  of 
recreation  for  the  patients  during  stormy 
weather.  The  cottages  are  so  constructed  as 
to  give  perfect  ventilation  and  to  secure  each 
inmate  the  privacy  of  a  bedroom;  and  the 
hardwood  finish  of  the  interior  permits  of 
thorough  disinfection  as  often  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary.  The  cottage  ]ilan  obviates 
the  evil  effects  and  inconveniences  which  often 
result  from  the  aggregation  of  too  many  pa- 
tients in  one  building,  rentiers  necessary  con- 
stant short  walks,  and  ensures  ciuiet  when 
needed.  The  sanitaruim  now  has  an  average 
of  eighty  patients,  winter  and  sununer.  'i"he 
Board  of  Medical  Examiners  consists  of  Dr. 
Edward  G.  Janeway,  36  West  Fortieth  Street; 
Dr.  W.  15.  James,  33  West  Thirty-ninth 
Street;  and  Dr.  H.  P.  Loomis,  58  East 
Thirty-fourth  Street  —  all  of  New  York  City. 
Persons  living  at  a  distance  from  the  sani- 
tarium, desiring  to  be  admitted,  must  be  ex- 
amined liy  one  of  the  examining  physicians, 
and  have  a  written    certificate    of    suitability 


from  him  addressed  to  Dr.  Trudeau.  Those 
living  in  the  vicinity  may  apjsly  directly  to 
Dr.   'Prudeau  f(U'  admission. 


^ORMAN  M.  DIBBLE,  the  pioneer 
hotel-keeper  of  Keene,  now  retireil 
and  living  on  a  farm  in  that  town, 
was  born  in  Williston,  Chittenden  County, 
Vt.,  July  ig,  1S18,  son  of  Orrin  and  Lois 
(Molt)  Dibble.  His  grandfather,  an  English- 
man, by  trade  a  saddler,  spent  the  latter  jiart 
of  his  life  in  Vermont,  dying  in  the  prime  of 
life.  Me  left  four  children  —  Levi,  Philo, 
Belah,  and  Orin.  His  widow  marrieil  again, 
and  spent  her  last  days  in  IClizabethtown, 
this  country,  living  to  be  an  octogenarian. 
She  is  buried  in  Elizabethtown  with  her 
second     husband. 

Orrin  Dibble  came  from  W'illiston  to  l""ssex 
County  about  the  year  1820,  and  iiurchased  a 
small  farm  in  the  lovely  valley  that  cradles 
the  town  of  Keene.  'Phere  he  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  dying  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five.  He  was  married  in  1816 
in  Williston  to  Lois  Plolt,  and  they  reared 
four  sons  and  five  daughters.  Of  this  family 
tlie  fnllowing  are  yet  living:  Louisa,  who  was 
born  in  1816,  widow  of  Reuben  Welch,  and 
now  living  in  Minnesota;  Norman  M.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  George  W.,  a  farmer  in 
Minnesota;  Caroline,  wife  of  A.  W.  Esta- 
brooks,  of  .Sherburne,  \'t. ;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of 
Harvey  Johnson,  of  Minnesota;  and  Martha, 
wife  of  Charles  Partridge,  of  Newark,  N.J. 
Mrs.    Dibble,    who   subsequently   mariied    lul- 
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mund  Rogers,  died  in   Albany  in  iSjg,  at   the 
age  of  seventy-nine. 

Norman  M.  Dibble  found  little  time  in 
childhood  for  play  or  schooling,  being  obliged 
to  work  as  soon  as  his  strength  allowed.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  labors  of  the  home 
farm,  and  when  only  fourteen  was  hired  as  a 
farm  hand  for  monthly  wages.  In  1S37  he 
took  charge  of  his  uncle's  farm  in  Williston, 
remaining  three  years.  He  returned  to  Keene, 
and  purchased  a  farm  of  forty-seven  acres  for 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  for  by  instal- 
ments. In  three  years  he  had  cleared  this 
debt:  and  he  then  bought  the  McKenzie  place, 
a  farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  for  four  hundred 
dollars.  He  managed  to  pay  the  price  in  a 
short  time  by  taking  city  boarders  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1865.  This  was  a  new  departure  in 
the  conservative  farming  district;  and  the  first 
boarders  at  Mr.  Dibble's  house,  Mr.  Frederick 
Perkins  and  Miss  Mary  Cook,  of  New  York 
City,  occupied  during  their  stay  a  unique  posi- 
tion in  the  community.  Miss  Cook  was  the 
first  woman  to  climb  Mount  Marcy  from  the 
east  side.  In  that  year  Mr.  Dibble  sold  his 
two  farms  for  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
used  the  money  to  purchase  the  Bruce  estate, 
containing  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  As 
the  cost  was  twenty-six  hundred  dollars,  Mr. 
Dibble  had  to  shoulder  a  debt  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  lived  on  this  estate  from 
1865  to  1883,  building  in  1874  a  hotel,  which 
he  enlarged  in  1876,  so  that  its  full  capacity 
was  eighty-eight  rooms,  while  one  hundred 
guests  were  fed  at  the  well-spread  tables.  In 
1883   Mr.   Dibble  sold   this  hotel    and   eighty 


acres  of  land  to  Mr.  George  Egglefield  for  ten 
thousand  dollars.  Six  years  later  he  purchaseil 
the  fine  [property  on  which  he  now  resides,  an 
estate  of  over  two  hundred  acres,  and  erected  the 
handsome  residence,  into  which  he  moved  in 
November  of  1S90.  The  neat  and  commodious 
buildings  on  the  estate  were  all  either  built  or 
remodelled  by  Mr.  Dibble,  and  the  general 
appearance  of  the  ]5roperty  shows  the  owner  to 
be  a  man  of  enterprise  and  taste.  Mr.  Dibble 
has  cleared  and  cultivated  as  much  land  as  any 
farmer  in  the  valley,  and  has  erected  more 
buildings  there  than  any  one  man.  He  is 
also  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  having  been 
the  owner  of  the  first  painted  house  in  the  lo- 
cality, which  was  his  own  residence,  ]iainted 
by  him  in  1850.  He  is  now  successfully  en- 
gaged in  general  farming. 

Mr.  Dibble  was  married  September  6,  1S37, 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  to  Eliza  Ann  Snow, 
who  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age.  She  is  a 
native  of  Westport,  N.Y.,  daughter  of  Cajitain 
Joseph  W.  and  Susan  (Seamon)  Snow.  Cap- 
tain Snow  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  son  of 
Benjamin  Snow,  a  farmer  of  Springfield, 
Conn.  He  was  Cai)tain  of  a  vessel  on  Lake 
Champlain.  and  lived  in  Westport  till  1824, 
when  he  moved  to  I'rescott,  Canada.  In  that 
town  he  worked  six  years  as  a  blacksmith, 
and  then  moved  to  Keene.  He  died  in  Bcck- 
mantown,  Clinton  Comity,  in  1875,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two.  His  first  wife,  .Susan,  dietl  in 
1S56,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six,  leaving  one  child, 
Eliza  Ann,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Dibble;  and  he 
subsequently  married  Miss  Maria  Haff.  Mrs. 
Dibble  received  only  a  common-school  educa- 
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tion,  but  was  a  bright  and  diligent  student. 
She  is  an  intelligent  and  capable  woman,  and 
much  of  her  husband's  success  is  due  to  her 
thrift  and  industry.  She  has  borne  her  hus- 
band four  children,  three  of  whom  reached  ma- 
turity. These  arc  Eliza  Jane,  who  was  the 
wife  of  E.  M.  Crawford,  of  Keene,  and  died 
in  1S93,  leaving  three  children:  Joseph  W'ill- 
ard,  who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1840,  a 
farmer  in  Keene,  married,  and  the  father  of 
four  sons;  and  Seth  Talcott,  who  resides  with 
his  parents.  Seth  married  Isora  Brown,  who 
died  in  the  fall  of  1893,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
si.\,  leaving  two  children  —  Grace  Jane  and 
Susie  I'ansy.  Grace,  a  charming  )oung  laily, 
aids  her  grandmothei'  in  superintending  the 
duties  of  the  household.  Susie  Tansy,  a  child 
of  nine  years,   is  attending  school. 

Mr.  Dibble  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  has  held  varif)us  town  offices,  serving  as 
Commissioner  of  Highways,  Assessor,  and 
.Supervisor.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  well- 
read  man,  who  has  found  time  during  the  )'ears 
of  his  busy  life  to  amply  make  up  for  the  de- 
fects in  his  earlv  education. 


II.\RI.i;S  II.  WH.SON,  of  Schroon 
I  i.akc,  -School  Commissioner  of  the 
.Second  District  of  ICssex  County, 
was  born  in  Minerva,  June  15,  1867.  He  is 
a  .son  of  John  R.  and  Mary  J.  (Micldleton) 
Wilson,  and  is  of  Irish  and  I'inglish  ancestry. 
Mr.  Wilson's  paternal  grandfather,  Josejih 
Wilson,  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  was  a 
weaver  by  trade,  following   that   occupation    in 


connection  with  farming,  antl  in  1843  he  emi- 
grated t(i  the  United  States,  bringing  his  wife 
and  four  of  his  nine  children.  He  first  settled 
in  Troy,  N.V.,  where  he  resided  for  five  years. 
He  then  renio\-ed  to  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
acres,  situatetl  in  the  town  of  Minerva,  in  the 
south-west  corner  of  I'^ssex  County,  one  mile 
nnrth  of  ( llmstedville,  and  passed  the  rest  of 
his  life  as  .1  fainier.  He  died  in  1889,  aged 
eighty-five  years,  survived  by  his  wife,  Jane 
McKee,  a  nati\'e  of  Ireland,  who  lived  to  the 
age  of  cight\-sevcn,  anti  tiled  in  1891.  They 
reared  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  whom  liecame  heads  of  families,  and  are 
still  living  with  the  c.\cei)tion  of  the  )duiigest ; 
namely,  Samuel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four  }-cars,  November  8,  1895,  leaving  a  widow 
and  two  chiltlren. 

John  R.  Wilson,  son  of  Joseph  and  Jane 
(McKee)  Wilson,  was  boi'ii  in  Tro\-,  N.\'. , 
September  19,  1844.  He  adojited  agriculture 
as  an  occupation,  which  he  has  followed  with 
enei"g)'  and  success,  and  now  owns  and  con- 
ducts a  farm  of  two  lunuh'cd  acres  in  Minerva. 
He  carries  on  general  farming,  but  devotes  the 
majoi-  pait  of  his  time  and  energy  to  da irj'ing 
interests,  keeping  grade  Jersey  cows  and  jiro- 
ducing  an  extra  <|ualitv  of  butter,  which  finds 
a  read}'  sale  among  the  residents  of  .Schroon. 
In  ])olitics  he  is  a  Republican,  anil  has  served 
as  an  Assessor  for  two  terms.  He  is  a  Meth- 
(HJist  in  his  religious  faith,  and  for  several  \ears 
has  been  sujierintendent  of  the  Sunda)'-schooI 
and  otherwise  officially  connected  witli  the 
Methodist  l<"piscopal  church  in  01msted\-ille. 
He  married  Mary  Jane  Middleton,  danghlcr  (if 
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Henry  T.  and  Sarah  Jane  Middleton,  of  01m- 
stcth'illc.  I\Ir.  Middleton  was  a  native  of  Iing- 
land ;  and  his  wife,  who  was  of  Irish  ances- 
try, was  born  in  Minerva.  Ilcr  maiden  name 
was  Shaw,  and  she  was  a  sister  of  Thomas  G. 
Shaw.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  ■  the  mother  of  eight 
ehildren,  as  follow's:  Charles  H.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  a  daughter  who  died  in  infancy; 
Elsie;  Jennie;  BertrancI ;  John  Wesley; 
Harold ;  and  Ernest. 

Charles  H.  Wilson  commenced  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  and  advanced  by 
attending  the  .Sherman  Academy.  At  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  continuing  thus  emplo}-ed  until  the 
autumn  of  1890,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  School  Commissioner  of  the  Second 
District  of  Esse.x  County,  to  which  he  was  re- 
elected for  a  second  term  in  1893. 

On  September  6,  1893,  Mr.  Wilson  was 
unitetl  in  marriage  with  Bertha  E.  Pitkin, 
daughter  of  Myron  C.  and  Carrie  H.  Pitkin, of 
Schroon  Lake.  He  is  an  active  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  whose  inteix'sts  he  has 
ably  upheld  and  forwarded  in  his  locality;  and 
he  is  among  the  foremost  of  the  rising  young 
men  of  Esse.x  County.  lie  is  highly  esteemed 
both  officially  and  socially,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


VOUIS  LITTLE,  a  contracting  mason  of 
Plattsburg,  was  born  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  August  9,  1834,  son  of 
Noel  and  Angclic]ue  (Deplecis)  Little.  Mr. 
Little's  great-grandfather  came  to  Canada  from 


England  when  a  child,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
his  parents  died  upon  the  passage.  He.  ar- 
rived in  Montreal  alone,  and  excited  the  sym- 
pathy of  a  Mr.  Petit,  who  adopted  him.  He 
afterward  became  a  trapper,  and  during  much 
of  his  life  travelled  between  the  North-western 
States  and  Canafla.  John  Little,  Mr.  Little's 
grandfather,  was  a  quarryman  and  lime-burner. 
His  wife,  whose  death  occurred  many  years 
previous  to  that  of  her  husband,  became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  Noel  was  the 
eldest.  Noel  Little,  who  followed  his  father's 
occupation  for  several  years,  moved  to  Salmon 
River,  Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  when  his  son 
Louis  was  very  young,  and  a  few  months  later 
removed  to  Plattsburg,  settling  there  in  1836. 
He  remained  engaged  as  a  quarryman  and 
lime-burner  until  retiring  from  active  labor, 
and  died  in  1889.  His  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: Julia,  wife  of  Peter  Favro,  of  Platts- 
burg, having  five  children;  Sophronia,  widow 
of  Peter  Richie,  of  Cohoes,  who  died  leav- 
ing six  children;  Calista,  who  married  Zeb 
Shovan,  and  now  resides  in  Great  Falls, 
Mont.,  having  one  daughter;  and  Mary,  who 
married  Joseph  Mayhew,  of  Plattsburg,  and 
now  resides   in   Nashua,    N.H. 

Louis  Little,  after  completing  his  educa- 
tion, learned  the  trade  of  a  mason  with  Charles 
La  P^orce,  and  remained  in  the  latter's  employ 
until  his  removal  from  the  town.  He  then 
engaged  in  business  for  himself,  taking  con- 
tracts for  stone  and  brick  work,  plastering, 
etc.,  in  which  he  has  been  quite  successful, 
employing  a  large  number  of  men  during  the 
busy  season.      His  success  is  the  result  of  his 
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own  thrift  ami  industry,  and  lie  is  now  in  com- 
paratively easy  circumstances.  Mr.  Little 
married  Adeline  La  ]5recquc,  daughter  of 
I'eter  La  Breccjue,  of  Keeseville,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  ten  ciuhlren ;  namely,  Adeline, 
Josephine,  Libbic,  Charles,  Mary  Louise, 
Louis  Adrian,  Alexander,  Edwin,  Edith,  and 
Denise,  all  of  whom  arc  now  living. 

Mr.  Little  is  a  member  of  the  -St.  John 
Baptist  Society,  of  which  he  was  Treasurer 
for  several  years.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. 


LBERT  AUGUSTU.S  BOYNTON,  a 
veteran  of  the  Civil  \\'ai-  and  a  retired 
resident  of  IClizabethtown,  who  was 
for  some  years  prominently  identified  with  the 
]niblic  affairs  of  this  town,  was  born  in  Lewis, 
Esse.x  County,  N.  V.,  .September  26,  1843,  son 
of  Joseph  and  Thursa  !■".  (.Martin)  Boynton. 
The  ]5oynton  family  is  of  Colonial  origin,  and 
the  first  ancestor  in  America  is  supposed  to 
have  come  on  board  the  "Mayflower."  Joseph 
Boynton,  father  of  Albert  A.,  was  born  in 
Baltimore,  Windsor  County,  Vt.,  and  in  1827, 
when  a  young  man,  settled  in  ICsse.x  County, 
the  country  at  that  time  being  a  wilder- 
ness. He  bought  and  cleared  a  good  farm  in 
Lewis,  and  was  profitably  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in 
i860,  when  he  was  fifty-six  years  old.  His 
wife,  Thursa  F.  Martin,  of  Baltimore,  Vt., 
became  the  mother  of  seven  children,  three 
of  whom  reached  maturity,  namely:  Martin, 
who  became  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Wiscon- 
sin,   in    which    State    his    death    occurred    in 


1876;  Letitia,  whf)  became  the  wife  of  Lucius 
Leonard,  and  resides  in  Essex;  and  Albert 
Augustus,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Albert  Augustus  ]?oynton  acquired  the  ele- 
ments of  knowledge  in  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  was  early  trained  to  farm 
work,  hi  1864  he  enlisted  as  a  jirivate  in  the 
Second-  New  York  Veteran  Cavalry,  serving 
in  the  Army  of  the  Gulf,  under  General  But- 
ler, and  being  present  at  the  taking  of  Mobile. 
He  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  in 
1S65,  and  returning  home  resumed  farming, 
which  occupation  he  continuetl  until  1882. 
He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in 
Lewis,  which  he  conducted  until  being  elected 
County  .Sheriff  in  1892,  when  he  closed  up 
his  business  in  order  to  devote  his  entii'C  at- 
tention to  the  duties  of  that  office,  in  which 
he  served  with  credit  until  1895.  He  was 
Town  Clerk  of  Lewis  during  the  years  1883 
and  1S84,  and  was  again  elected  to  that  ]iosi- 
tion  for  the  years  1890  and  1891.  He  was 
.Supervisor  from  1885  to  1888  inclusive,  and 
has  held  every  office  from  Constable  to  the 
last-named  position.  1  le  was  elected  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  to  fill  a  vacancy,  was  re-elected 
the  following  y-ar,  and  was  proffered  the  nom- 
ination for  a  third  term,  but  declined  to  serve 
longer.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Adirondack 
Lodge  of  Elizabcthtown  in  1S69,  and  lias  at 
different  times  held  all  the  offices  of  tliat 
body.  On  December  18,  1872,  Mr.  Boynton 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Julia  1',.  I'arris, 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  I'jnily  I'arris,  of 
Lewis,  and  has  one  daughter,  Mabel.  Mr. 
lioynton  is  a  genial  and  portly  gentleman,  who 
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possesses  a  rciJiitation  for  good  sense,  and 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  conniui- 
nity. 


^yiRAM  WRIGHT,  whose  finely  kept 
and  well-appointed  farm,  lying  in 
District  No.  8,  of  Crown  Point,  is 
a  visible  evidence  of  his  industry,  energy,  and 
excellent  judgment  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  agriculture,  is  the  youngest  member  of  a 
family  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter  born  to 
Samuel  C.  and  Sally  (Johnson)  Wright.  The 
date  of  his  birth  was  November  21,    1835. 

Samuel  C.  Wright  was  born  in  1790  in 
I'omfret,  \'t.,  and  lived  there  in  his  lx)yhood 
days,  but  s[)ent  a  part  of  his  later  youth  in  the 
quaint  <dd  cit)'  of  Salem,  Mass.,  where  he 
])eddled  "garden  truck,"  or  vegetal)les  for  the 
table.  Me  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  coming  to  this  county  some  time  after, 
and  locating  in  Crown  I'oint  in  1825.  He 
look  up  some  two  hundred  acres  of  wild  land 
in  the  west  ]iart  of  the  town,  but  after  living 
there  foi"  a  few  )-ears  sold  out,  aiul  bmighi.  two 
hun(h'ed  acres  of  choice  land  on  the  North 
road.  In  iSii  he  mai'ried  Miss  Johnson,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  who  was  born  in  1/93, 
and  (lied  in  1865.  She  was  a  valued  member 
of  the  Congregational  church.  Of  their  six 
children  but  two  are  living  —  .Seth,  a  resident 
of  Winnebago  City,  Minn.;  anil  Hiram.  I'he 
father  made  a  grand  success  of  farming,  at 
his  death  in  iS6g  leaving  an  estate  of  some 
six  thousand  dollars. 

Hiram  Wright  obtained  his  education  in  the 
district    school,    and    was   early    initiated    into 


the  art  of  agriculture  on  the  parental  home- 
stead, the  practical  knowledge  there  acquired 
having  been  of  inestimable  value  since,  al- 
though but  little  appreciated  at  the  time.  On 
attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Wright  began  the 
battle  of  life  for  himself,  abandoning  farming 
[lursuits  in  favor  of  boating,  purchasing  a 
boat,  and  for  thix'e  seasons  was  engaged  in  the 
transportation  of  freight  from  Plattsburg  and 
from  l?uffalo  to  New  York  via  the  canal.  Not 
finding  any  more  congenial  occupation  than 
the  one  to  which  he  was  reared,  Mr.  Wright  at 
length  returnetl  to  farming,  locating  on  his 
present  farm  in  1S64.  His  homestead  farm 
contains  two  hundred  antl  forty  acres  of  pro- 
ductive land,  in  addition  to  wdiicli  he  has  an 
outlying  lot  containing  twenty-five  acres. 
He  carries  on  mixed  husbandry,  making  a 
specialty  of  raising  fruit  and  vegetables,  his 
yield  of  potatoes  some  years  being  as  high  as 
one  thousand  bushels,  of  superior  (|uality.  Mr. 
Wright  is  a  Republican  voter,  and  has  filled 
various  town  ol'fices,  this  being  his  twenty- 
first  consecutive  year  as  Assessor. 

On  January  21,  1862,  Mr.  Hiram  Wright 
was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  IVdl}'  I'ar- 
menter,  a  native  of  this  town,  born  in  1841. 
Her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaiah  I'armentei", 
reaix'd  two  sons  and  seven  daughters,  slu' 
Ix'ing  the  v'oungest  child;  and,  of  these,  both 
the  sons  and  five  of  the  daughters  are  )'et  liv- 
ing. Mr.  I'armenter,  who  was  a  pros[K'rous 
farmer  and  a  man  of  great  intelligence,  was  a 
Highway  Commissioner  for  many  years  jnior 
to  his  tlecease,  which  occurred  at  tlu'  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty-seven  years,  on   April   S, 
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1886.  Mrs.  Parmcnter  survived  him,  dying 
January  16,  1889,  in  tlic  ninety-second  year 
of  her  age,  having  the  full  use  of  her  mental 
faculties  to  the  last.  The  household  circle  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  W'right  was  enlarged  b\'  the  ad- 
vent of  four  children,  two  of  whom  were  with 
them  but  a  short  lime,  Hattie  living  but  six- 
teen months,  and  Kate  but  two  years  and  four 
months.  The  other  children  are  Clayton  T. 
Wright,  who  received  an  academical  education, 
and  is  now  teaching  in  Hammondville,  wdiere 
he  has  seventy-five  pupils;  and  George  E.,  a 
young  man  of  promise,  who  assists  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm.  The  elder 
son,  Clayton  T.  Wright,  was  married  July  2, 
i8gi,  to  Minnie  K.  Winters;  and  they  have 
one  child,  Hazel  Vivian. 


/1^ 


ILM.S  H.  CAREW,  an  esteemed  citi- 
\h^J_  zen  of  Ellenburg,  and  proprietor  and 
landlord  of  the  l-Tlenburg  House  in  this  vil- 
lage, was  born  in  Isle  La  Motte,  in  the  .State 
of  Vermont,  January  25,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of 
Charles  and  Lucy  (Marncy)  Carew. 

His  grandfather,  Charles,  Sr.,  who  was  also 
a  native  of  Isle  La  Motte,  spent  his  life  en- 
gaged in  farming.  His  death  occurred  a  few 
days  before  the  birth  of  his  grandson,  Giles 
H.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  the  two 
marriages  was  the  father  of  two  sons  and  a 
daughter.  One  of  the  two  sons  is  now  lix'ing 
on  Isle  La  Motte.  Charles  Carew,  Jr.,  born 
on  Isle  La  Motte,  May  4,  1797,  settled  on  a 
small  farm  in  I-lllcnburg  in  1854,  and  contin- 
ued to  live  there  until  his  death,  May  i,  1881. 


His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lucy 
Marney,  was  born  at  Rouse's  Point,  N.Y. 
They  were  the  jiarents  of  seven  cliihJren,  five 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Giles  II.  was 
the  youngest.  He  and  Thompson,  the  oldest 
son,  are  now  the  sole  survivors.  Their  mother 
died  at  lifty-one  years  of  age,  and  after  her 
death  their  father  again  married. 

Giles  II.  Carew  spent  his  boyhood  on  his 
father's  farm.  He  obtained  a  fair  district- 
school  education,  antl  between  the  intervals  of 
study  was  of  much  assistance  to  his  father  in 
the  work  of  the  farm.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  "hired  out"  on  neighboring  farms  at 
four  dollars  i)er  month,  working  in  this  way 
until  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one,  at  no 
time  receiving  above  twelve  dollars  per  month. 
After  he  started  in  life  for  himself,  Mr.  Carew 
continued  farming  up  to  1S92,  when  he  jnir- 
chased  the  I'",llenburg  House  [iropcrty  of  Mr. 
Dominy,  who  had  owned  and  conducted  it  dur- 
ing the  [M'evious  ten  years.  Mr.  Carew  still 
owns  his  ninety-five  acre  farm,  which  adjoins 
the  land  connected  with  the  hotel.  lie  was 
married  in  March,  1859,  to  Miss  Pho;be  M. 
Plumlc)-,  of  this  town.  .She  is  a  daughter  of 
ICvet  and  Lucinda  (Hinds)  Plumlc)'.  Her 
father,  who  is  no  longer  living,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Willsboro,  ICssex  County,  N.Y., 
and  later  became  one  of  the  early  residents  of 
PTlenburg.  His  wife  bore  him  seven  children, 
of  whom  three  daughters  are  now  living:  Mrs. 
Carew;  Mrs.  Wilson,  of  Roxhury,  Vt. ;  and 
Mrs.  Bartlett,  of  Manchester,  N.H.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carew  have  been  calletl  upon  to  mourn 
the    loss    of    their    two    children,    a    son    and 
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(lauf;hter  —  Arthur    ]'.    antl    Cora    E.,    both    of 
wlioni  died  in  childhood. 

In  political  affiliation  Mr.  ("arcw  is  a  stanch 
Democrat.  Me  has  served  acceptably  as  As- 
sessor and  Overseer  of  the  I'oor.  In  relig- 
ious belief  he  is  an  ICpiscopalian,  and  holds 
the  office  of  Wartlen  in  the  church  of  which 
he   is  a   member. 


(i)TANNIBAL  W.  RAND,  M.D.,  a  skil- 
ful and  iio]iular  jihysician  of  Kcenc 
Centre,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Brigh- 
ton, I-'ranklin  County,  N.\'.,  A|Mil  9,  1S54, 
son  of  Alphonsi)  and  .Saphrona  (Garland) 
Kand.  His  grandfather,  .Simon  Rand,  a  na- 
ti\'e  of  New  Hampshire,  was  a  farmer,  and 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  agricultui'al 
[lursuits  in  Franklin  County,  New  York.  He 
lived  to  be  eighty  years  of  age.  -Simon  Rand 
married  a  Miss  Lyon,  of  Willsboro,  N.Y.,  who 
attained  the  age  of  threescore  and  ten.  Three 
sons  and  four  daughters  blessed  their  union, 
only  one  of  whom,  Asenath,  wife  of  Matthew 
Moss,  of  Willsboio,  N.Y.,   is  now  living. 

Aljihonso  Rand,  the  father  of  Dr.  Rand, 
born  in  Vermont  in  i8ji,  and  reared  to  farm 
life,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming 
in  I'ranklin  County,  New  \'ork,  one  of  the 
most  fertile  agricultural  districts  in  the 
Union.  He  died  at  Willsboro  in  January, 
1.S94.  His  wife,  Saphrona,  was  born  in 
•Sutton,  Canada  luist,  and  spent  most'  of  her 
wedded  life  in  Franklin  County,  New  York. 
She  is  now  living  in  Willsboro,  active  in  body 
and    mind,    though    seventy-si.\    years    of    age. 


She  and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living  to-day, 
namely:  Hannibal  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Flora,  wife  of  Edgar  Dustan,  residing 
in  Franklin  County;  Guy,  a  farmer  in  Wills- 
boro; Decatur,  a  travelling  salesman;  Alice 
Goff,  a  milliner  at  Saranac  Lake;  and  Ger- 
trude, a  teacher  in  Willsboro. 

Hannibal  W.  Rand,  M.D.,  spent  the  first 
nineteen  years  of  his  life  on  his  father's  farm, 
learning  first,  and  afterward  teaching,  in  a  dis- 
trict school.  He  prepared  for  college  at 
Essex,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  entered 
the  medical  ilepartment  of  the  LIniversity  of 
W-rmont,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  class 
of  1 88 1.  In  January,  1S81,  he  opened  an 
office  in  Keene  Centre.  During  the  fourteen 
years  of  his  professional  work  in  that  town 
he  has  made  many  fast  friends,  and  estab- 
lished a  large  practice.  Keeping  in  touch 
with  the  progress  of  the  times,  he  is  an  active 
member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical  So- 
cieties, and  is  w^ell  versed  in  the  latest  ant! 
most  approveil  methods  of  nietlical  practice. 

Dr.  Rand  was  married  in  1S82  in  Keese- 
ville,  N.Y.,  to  Linnie  lielle,  of  Wilmington, 
N.Y.,  daughter  of  William  and  I'"anny  (Wood) 
Belle.  William  Belle,  wdio  is  a  farmer,  is  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Wilmington,  and  has 
held  many  of  the  offices  within  the  gift  of  the 
town.  His  family  consists  of  four  children 
besides  Mrs.  Rand.  They  are:  Thurlow,  a 
travelling  salesman  in  \'ermont ;  William, 
Jr.,  a  commercial  tra\'eller  in  Keene:  Emma, 
wife  of  Arthur  Hayes,  of  Lake  Placid:  and 
Alice,  a  young  lady,  wdio  is  still    in   the  home 
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nest.  Mrs.  Rand,  who  is  a  well-educated 
lady,  taught  school  for  some  time  before  her 
marriage.  She  is  the  mother  of  three  sons  — 
Jay,  Guy,  and  Willie,  aged  respectively 
twelve,  seven,  and  five  years.  Dr.  Rand  votes 
the  Republican  ticket.  He  has  little  time  for 
social  functions,  while  he  belongs  to  but  one 
fraternal  organization,  being  a  Master  Mason. 
The  pretty  home  in  which  he  resides  he  jnir- 
chased   in    1889. 


/^^TeORGE  D.  WRIGHT,  a  large  land- 
\f^J_  holder  and  a  thriving  agriculturist 
of  Ticonderoga,  N.Y.,  residing  at  48  Rogers 
Street,  was  born  in  the  adjoining  town 
of  Putnam,  Washington  County,  this  State, 
January  5,  1834.  He  is  a  son  of  George 
Wright,  who  was  a  native  of  this  town,  born 
in  1803,  whose  father,  Joseph  Wright,  was 
born  in  Northumberland,   luigland,  in  1770. 

P^migrating  to  America  in  early  manhood, 
Joseph  Wright  settled  in  Dutchess  County, 
New  York,  where  he  worked  for  some  time  in 
a  rope  factory  belonging  to  the  well-known 
l,i\ingstf)n  family.  He  there  wediled  in  1796 
a  fair  ICnglish  girl,  who  had  been  left  an 
orphan  in  Lincolnshire,  luigland,  when  quite 
young,  and  subsequently  brought  to  New  York 
by  her  foster-parents.  Three  years  later 
Grandfather  Wright  and  his  wife  Ann  came  to 
Kssc.x  County,  where,  purchasing  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres  of  wild  land  fin  the  Lake  Road, 
next  to  Washington  County,  they  engaged  in 
the  pioneer  labor  of  clearing  a  farm  and  mak- 
ing a  home.     They  reared  a  family  of  seven 


ciiildren  out  of  tJie  ten  born  to  them,  namely: 
John;  George,  falhei'  of  the  subject  of  tliis 
sketch;  1^'leanor;  Betsey;  Ann:  Thomas:  and 
Hannah.  Joseph  Wright  was  a  man  of  fine 
physique,  being  nearly  six  feet  in  iieigiit, 
broad  -shouldered  and  well  -  propoit ioned, 
weighing  two  hunch'cd  and  twenty  pounds, 
with  a  corresponding  amount  of  energy  ami 
determination.  He  died  at  sixty-eight  years 
of  age  in  1S38:  and  his  wife  at  about  the 
same  age  in  1841. 

George  Wright  was  engaged  in  agricultuial 
pursuits  during  his  entire  life,  being  an  able 
and  prosperous  farmer.  When  a  young  man, 
he  secured  as  a  life  comixuiion  Miss  Lucy 
Rogers,  who  was  born  in  i  SoS  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occui)ied  by  their  son,  George  D., 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Howe) 
Rogers,  of  English  ancestry,  Hannah  Howe 
being  a  near  relative  of  I\hijor  Howe  of  Ticon- 
deroga fame.  Thomas  Rogers,  who  later 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  began  life  foi'  him- 
self when  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  sliortly 
after  the  Revolution,  taking  u[)  tiie  land  wJiere 
Mr.  Wright  now  lives.  This  land  was  then  a 
primeval  forest,  three  acres  only  ha\'ing  been 
cleared,  and  began  singl)'  the  herculean  task 
of  im|iroving  a  farm,  chopping  wood  alone  for 
three  weeks,  living  by  himself  in  a  log  shanty 
with  no  white  man  near.  The  next  year  he 
married  Miss  Howe,  who  was  a  few  years  his 
senior;  and  they  lalxired  together  for  man\' 
years,  accumulating  a  goodly  proiiert}',  their 
real  estate  including  four  farms,  one  in 
Schroon,  one  in  Crown  Point,  and  the  others 
in  Ticonderoga,   the    united   acres  numbering 
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one  thousand.  Mr.  Rogers  also  followed  lum- 
bering and  boating.  The  reeorcl  of  their  five 
children  is  as  follows:  Lucy  (Mrs.  George 
Wright)  was  their  first-born;  Nelson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Rogers  &  Callender,  lumber 
dealers  in  Albany,  died  in  1874;  Thomas, 
Jr.,  a  farmer,  died  in  1872;  Pamclia,  who 
married  A.  P.  Delano,  died  in  187S;  and 
Hannah,  wife  of  Asa  Delano,  lives  in  Yank- 
ton, S.  Dak. 

After  his  marriage  with  Miss  Rogers, 
George  Wright  carried  on  general  farming  in 
this  town  at  Fort  Ticondcroga  for  twenty-eight 
years.  About  thirty-three  years  ago  he  and 
his  son  purchased  the  old  Rogers  farm,  con- 
taining three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  acres, 
where  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  their  re- 
maining years,  his  death  occurring  in  1883, 
and  hers  seven  years  later,  lie  was  a  Whig 
in  early  life,  and  afterward  belonged  to  the 
Republican  ranks,  becoming  quite  active  in 
local  affairs,  serving  as  Assessor,  Inspector  of 
Elections,  and  Road  Commissioner.  Both 
were  Baptists  in  'religion,  he  being  connected 
with  that  church  by  membership. 

George  D.  Wright  attended  the  district 
school  in  those  primitive  days  when  the  par- 
ents were  severally  assessed  for  the  tuition  of 
each  child  sent  from  their  home,  all  contribut- 
ing to  the  supply  of  fuel,  and  the  teacher 
"boarded  round."  After  he  was  eleven  years 
old,  his  summers  were  devoted  to  work  on  the 
farm,  where,  under  the  wise  instruction  of  his 
father,  he  became  a  practical  agriculturist. 
lie  was  the  only  son  of  his  parents,  the  other 
chiUl  being  Mary  Ann,  the  wife  of   George  L. 


Stevens,  a  wealthy  farmer  of  Welch  Hollow, 
at  Fort  Ann,  so  that  it  became  imperative  that 
he  should  remain  at  home.  For  the  farm  of 
his  maternal  grandfather,  the  old  Rogers 
homestead,  to  the  ownership  of  which  he  has 
succeeded,  he  and  his  father  paid  ten  thousand 
dollars.  Mr.  Wright  also  owns  much  other 
valuable  property,  one  portion  of  his  farm  iiav- 
ing  been  bought  in  1S62  for  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars;  and  in  addition  to  this  he  has  an 
undivided  half  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
on  which  he  and  Mr.  Orlando  Rowell  are  ex- 
perimenting in  agriculture.  Mr.  Wright  is  a 
man  of  undoubted  integrity,  possessing  that 
business  tact  and  energy  that  ensures  success, 
and  is  an  active  stockholder  in  many  local  en- 
terprises, including  the  lower  paper-mill,  the 
Ticonderoga  Bank  and  machine  shop.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  steadfast  Republican,  and  for 
three  years  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  as 
Assessor. 

Mr.  Wright  and  Miss  Phcebe  Ann  Town- 
send,  of  Crown  Point,  a  daughter  of  Bradford 
Townsend,  were  united  in  marriage  in  1858. 
She  died  in  1874,  March  25,  leaving  four  sons, 
namely:  Nelson,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm, 
has  a  wife  and  two  daughters;  Bradford,  who 
is  marrietl,  and  resides  on  the  farm ;  George 
Elmer,  who  died  in  1S8S,  aged  seventeen 
years;  and  Roger  L.,  who  lives  at  home. 
In  December,  1S74,  Mr.  Wright  was  married 
to  Maria  Graham,  of  Washington  County,  who 
is  a  daughter  of  Thompson  anti  Nancy  Graham, 
both  of  whom  are  of  Scottish  ancestry.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wright  have  occupied  since  1893 
their  comely  and  convenient  new  house,  pleas- 
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antly  situated  on  the  edge  of  his  fine  timber 
'lot  of  seventy-two  acres. 


/^TkOKGE  RILEY  Sin':Ri\IAN,  for 
\f^J_  many  years  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Essex 
County,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rloriah, Essex 
County,  N.Y.,  December  5,  1827.  His  par- 
ents were  George  and  Theda  (Tarball)  Sher- 
man, and  his  grand-parents  on  the  paternal 
side,  Nathan  and  Polly  (Carpenter)  Sherman. 
Mis  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Clarendon, 
Vt.,  born  October  22,  1801,  spent  seventy 
years  of  his  life  in  the  town  of  Moriah,  and 
died  in  Saratoga  Springs,  September  7,  1S77, 
having  resided  there  for  about  two  years.  He 
had  one  child  besides  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  son,  Kinsley,  who  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Moriah,  June  ig,  1825,  and  died  in 
Ticonderoga,  N.Y.,  January  28,  1873. 

George  Riley  .Sherman  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  ami  at  Moriah 
Academy.  In  early  life  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  with  his  father  at  the  hunber- 
mills  on  Ensign  Pond.  At  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm  of  Lee,  .Slierman  &  Witherbee, 
about  i860,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  new 
firm  of  Witherbee,  Sherman  &  Co.,  ami  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  the  company's  store  at 
Cedar  Point,  of  which  he  had  been  in  charge 
some  time  before.  In  1875  he  became  Presi- 
dent of  the  Lake  Champlain  &  Moriah  Rail- 
road and  at  the  same  time  President  of  the 
First  National  liank.  At  his  father's  death 
in   1877  he  inherited   his  father's   interest   in 


the  firm  of  Witherbee,  Sherman  &  Co.  In 
June,  1889,  Mr.  Sherman  became  a  Director 
of  the  Port  Henry  Iron  Ore  Company  and 
President  of  the  Port  IIenr\-  I'urnace  Com- 
pany, becoming  the  senior  member  of  the  firm. 
He  was  also  for  some  years  a  Director  in  the 
Citizens'  National  Bank  of  .Saratoga.  He  was 
President  of  the  Missouii  Coal  and  Mining 
Company,  owning  several  thousand  acres  of 
coal  land  in  Missouri,  and  was  a  large  real  es- 
tate owner  in  several  States.  These  positions 
he  held  till  the  time  of  his  death.  On  De- 
cember 21,  1853,  Mr.  Sherman  was  married, 
in  Port  Henry,  to  Miss  Jane  Douglass,  who 
was  born  in  Ticonderoga,  N.Y.,  April  3,  1832, 
second  daughter  of  Major  John  C.  Douglass, 
of  Port  Henry,  N.Y.,  who  is  now  living. 
Their  children  were  George  Douglass,  and 
Anna  Gertrude,  who  dietl  in  Port  Ilenrv,  in 
September,    i  874. 

Mr.  Sherman's  death,  which  was  due  to 
heart  failure,  took  place  November  6,  1895. 
From  the  l-^ssex  County  Rcf^iiblicnn  of  Thurs- 
day, November  14,  1895,  to  which  we  arc 
indebted  for  other  extracts,  we  take  the  fol- 
lowing testimony  to  Mr.  Sherman's  personal 
character.  Mr.  .Sherman  was  a  man  of  benev- 
olent mind  and  large  benefactions.  Me  "as- 
sumed many  of  his  father's  charities  in 
addition  to  his  own,  and  also  enlarged  the 
Sherman  Academy,  now  the  Sherman  Col- 
legiate Institute,  which  had  been  founded 
by  his  father.  He  was  interested  in  the 
young,  and  several  college  men  owe  their 
college  training  to  his  friendly  aid.  His 
secret  gifts  were  numerous,  and  many  in  neeil 
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were  tlic  recipients  of  liis  financial  help, 
who  knew  not  whence  it  came.  His  chief 
gift  outside  his  benefactions  to  the  Sherman 
Acailemy  was  the  Siierman  I-'ree  Library  in 
Port  Henry,  consisting  of  a  handsome  build- 
ing, ami  e(|uipiieil  at  first  with  about  three 
thousand  books.  This  was  the  culmination 
of  tlie  |)laH  he  had  long  contemplated  for  the 
Ijcnefit  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  not  only 
built  this  library,  but  so  endowed  it  as  to 
make  it  always  perfectly  self-supporting.  He 
had  a  clear  business  mind,  and  was  a  wise 
counsellor,  with  rare  good  jutlgment  of  men 
and  business  investments.  In  business  mat- 
ters he  was  alwa3's  promjit,  and  expected 
promptness  in  others.  Frankness  was  one  of 
his  characteristics,  and  every  one  could  know 
precisely  what  position  he  took.  He  had 
strong  local  attachments  to  his  town  and  his 
townspeople,  which  attachments,  unlike  many 
wealthy  men,  he  never  gave  up.  He  lived 
quietly  ami  unostentatiously,  did  not  feel 
above  iiis  fellows,  anil  was  easily  ap[5roached 
by  any  one  who  chose." 

"Politically,  Mr.  .Sherman  was  a  lifelong 
RcpLildican,  ever  ready  to  su])|K)rt  his  political 
\iews  by  word  and  deed.  He  travelleil  tpiite 
extensively  in  this  country,  visiting  California 
and  the  .South  several  times.  A  part  of 
every  sLuiimcr  was  spent  in  his  beautiful  resi- 
dence in  Saratoga,  but  he  was  always  glad  to 
return  to  his  native  home.  He  was  a  liberal 
contributor  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  he  was  a  regular  attendant,  and  in  which 
he  was  specially  interested,  also  to  other 
churches  in   town,  ami   not    infrequently   made 


personal  gifts  to  the  pastors.  Whilst  not  a 
Christian  by  profession,  he  was  by  prayer  and 
the  study  of  the  Bible  a  man  of  God.  His 
last  words  were:  'lam  feeling  very  strange," 
when  'God's  finger  touched  him,  and  he 
slept.'  "  Mr.  Sherman's  funeral,  which  was 
held  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  was  largely 
attended,  his  death  being  universally  mourned. 
The  burial  was  in  the  family  lot  in  the  Union 
Cemetery,  in  the  beautifying  of  which  Mr. 
Sherman  always  took  a  lively  interest.  There 
was  laid  to  rest  the  body  of  this  good  man  and 
public  benefactor,  of  wdiom  it  was  well  said, 
"He  was  a  friend  of  the  whole  community  as 
well  as  of  his  particular  acquaintances." 


<^»  ^» 


HARLES    N.    DAVIS,  of  North  Elba, 
j         N.Y.,       architect,       contractor,       and 


^ ^  builder,    was    born    in     Lewis,    this 

county,  October  i6,  1855.  He  is  the  son  of 
George  and  Celinda  (Whitmore)  Davis,  and 
the  grandson  of  Burton  and  Hannah  (Slaugh- 
ter) Davis.  Burton  Davis  was  a  farmer,  and 
resided  in  Westport,  N.Y.,  in  the  early  part 
of  his  life.  He  moved  to  Illinois  in  1856, 
and  died  there  when  about  seventy  years  of 
age.  His  wife  had  been  laid  to  rest  three 
years  previously.  They  were  the  jiarcnts  of 
seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
only  two  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  John,  a 
farmer  in  Illinois;  and  Maria. 

George  Davis,  the  father  of  Charles  N.,  was 
born  in  Westport,  N.Y.,  March  19,  1832. 
He,  too,  was  a  farmer,  and  was  fairly  well-to- 
do,  owning  a  small  farm    in    Lewis.      He   died 
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September  7,  1S91,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine. 
Mr.  Davis  was  married  in  ICS53  to  Celinda 
Wliitmore,  a  nati\-e  of  Lewis,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Abigail  (Carpenter)  VVhitmore. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitmore  removed  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  New  York  State  and  later  to 
Addison  County,  Vermont.  Mr.  Whitmore 
was  a  farmer,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  charcoal.  Mrs. 
Celinda  Davis  is  now  living  on  the  farm  in 
Lewis,  an  active  woman  of  sixty-two.  .She  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  to  which 
her  husband  also  belonged.  They  had  five 
children,  one  of  whom,  a  daughter,  lived  but 
si.\  summers.  The  others  are  located  as  fol- 
lows: William,  in  Lewis,  N.Y.;  Charles  N., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  North  Elba: 
Nellie  M.,  wife  of  Harvey  D.  Crowninshield, 
in  North  Elba;  and  Ada  A.,  wife  of  Obadiah 
Coolidge,  in  North  Elba. 

Charles  N.  Davis  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  acquired  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  town.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Crown  I'oint 
to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  after  an 
ai)[)renticeship  of  three  years  worked  as  a 
journeyman  successively  at '  Crown  Point  and 
Moriah.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  became 
a  resident  of  Lake  Placid,  and  in  18S3  he 
started  in  business  as  a  contractor.  His  work 
gave  general  satisfaction,  and  he  has  since 
been  awarded  some  of  the  best  contracts 
offered  in  the  locality.  Among  the  many 
buildings  he  has  erected  arc  the  fine  Burt 
cottage;  the  Rcusseaumont  Hotel,  finished  in 
1 89 1,  which  is  one  of  the  handsomest  struct- 


ures in  the  place;  Alton's  Undercliff;  and 
the  Walker  cottage,  which  was  completed  in 
1895.  He  also  had  charge  of  the  building  of 
the  White  Opera  House. 

On  February  22,  1882,  Mr.  Davis  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Flora  Brown,  only 
daughter  of  William  and  Alma  P.  (Demmon) 
Brown.  Mr.  Brown,  who  lived  in  North 
Elba,  was  drowned  in  Lake  Placid:  and  his 
wife,  who  subsecpiently  married  Leander 
Thompson,  died  in  November,  1889.  Mr. 
Thompson  resides  near  his  step-daughter's 
home.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  has 
been  blessed  by  six  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Their  family  now  consists 
of:  Aubrey  B.,  a  bright  boy  of  eleven;  Allen 
H.,  nine  years  old;  Oueenie  C;  and  Lena 
May. 

Mr.  Davis  favored  the  Republican  platform 
until  recently,  when  he  espoused  the  cause  of 
Prohibition.  lie  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  seven  years.  A  Master  Mason,  he 
belongs  to  Morning  .Sun  Lodge,  No.  142,  at 
Port  Henry.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episco|)al  cluiiTh, 
is  one  of  its  Trustees,  and  the  superintendent 
of  its  Sunday-school.  His  pretty  residence 
on  Main  Street  is  one  of  the  delightful  homes 
near  the  Newman  post-office. 


^TON.  CHARLES  HALSICV  MOORT:, 
who,  perhaps,  is  not  more  widely 
known  as  a  leatling  member  of  the 
bar  in  New  York  State  than  as  a  brilliant  and 
magnetic   public  speaker,  was  born    in    Platts- 
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burg',  N.Y.,  son  of  Charles  Curran  and  Mary 
Minerva  (Miller)  Moore,  tlie  former  a  native 
of  riattsitnri;,  the  latter  of  lUooniingburg, 
Sullivan  County.  He  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
lineage,  his  original  progenitor  in  this  country 
being  William  Moore,  a  native  of  the  north  of 
Ireland,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  who  located  in 
Stonington,  Ccjnn.,  and  was  tliere  married  to 
Mary  I'almer. 

The  following  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  relig- 
ious covenant  signed  by  W^illiam  Moore  and 
his  wife  Mary.  The  indorsements  relative  to 
its  genuineness  were  made  from  personal  in- 
vestigation by  Charles  C.  Moore,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

He  it  forever  recorded  in  Heaven  tiiat  wc, 
WIIJTAM  MOORE  and  MARY  MOORI-:, 
do  with  great  concern  of  mind,  yet  with  alac- 
rity of  spirit-soul,  tievote  and  dedicate,  yea, 
we  do  absolutely  and  actually  give  and  deliver 
our  whole  selves,  souls  and  bodies,  unto  the 
Almighty  God  Jehovah,  and  hereby,  through 
his  grace,  do  covenant  and  promise  to  serve 
liim  in  newness  of  life,  and  that  we  will  keep 
so  nigh  to  his  light  as  possijjle  we  can  in  all 
intents  and  purposes  of  soul  every  hour,  week, 
month,  year  or  years  of  our  mortalities,  al- 
ways depending  on  a  measure  of  thy  strength, 
O  God,  to  assist  and  obligate  us,  more  firmly 
believing  and  from  thy  word  internal  and 
external  that  thou  l"'ather  of  mercy  and  love 
doth  acce])t  and  receive  us,  we  hereunto  set 
our  hands  and  seals  this  15th  day  of  the  3d 
month  ami  in  the  year  since  Christ  Jesus 
came   in   the   llesh    1740. 


In   the  presence  of  the 
infinite  three  that  bare 
record  in  Heaven. 


WlI.r.IAM    MOOKE. 

Mary   Mooke. 


The  following  was  intlorsed  on  the  above, 
in  her  own  liand,  by  Mrs.  Moore  after  her 
second   marriage: 

In  the  sim|)licity  of  our  hearts  1  thought 
best  to  leave  it  behind  me,  hoping  that,  when 
we  failed  in  performing  it,  mercy  hath  and 
will  be  extended  to  us. 


Nine  I'artners, 


I 


1st    of    3d    month,    1782.  \ 


Makv  Griffin. 


William  and  Mary  Moore  removed  from 
Connecticut  to  Dutchess  County,  New  York, 
where  they  both  died.  After  Mr.  Moore's 
death  his  widow  married  a  Mr.  Griffin.  .She 
lived  to  be  nearly  one  hundred  and  one  years 
old,  and  was  active  and  in  full  possession  of 
her  faculties  up  to  the  time  of  her  death.  She 
and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  she  being  a  preacher  of  the  Quaker 
doctrines.  At  the  age  of  eighty  she  made  a 
journey  on  horseback  through  the  woods  to 
Canada  on  a  religious  mission.  In  her 
eighty-second  year  she  made  a  trip  on  horse- 
back to  Vermont,  and  in  her  hundredth  year 
she  felt  tlrawn  to  visit  the  families  constitut- 
ing the  meeting  to  which  she  belonged,  and 
"was  admirably  letl  to  speak  with  clearness  to 
different  states  communicating  suitable  coun- 
sel in  a  pertinent  manner."  The  following  is 
an  account  of  her  last  hours  at  an  advanceil 
age:  "One  evening,  as  she  was  meditating  in 
her  mind,  she  ap[)eareil  lifted  up  in  ecstasy 
under  a  prospect  of  being  soon  released  from 
the  shackles  of  mortality,  and  becoming  an  in- 
habitant of  that  city  where  pain  and  sickness 
are  no  more,  and  broke  forth  thus: 
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'■Adieu,  .idicu  til  all  things  Iil-ic  he-low! 

I  take  my  llight  to  regions  that's  above. 
In  Christ's  blest  arms  I  hope  ere  long  to  be 
Forever  centred  in  his  eternal  love." 

llor  son,  Andrew  Moore,  who  wa.s  born  in 
the  State  of  Conneeticiil,  was  killed  by  a  run- 
away hor.se.  He  marrietl  a  Miss  Borland. 
Five  sons  and  four  daughters  were  the  result 
of  this  union;  namely,  Samuel,  Andrew, 
Allen,  William,  Stephen,  Anna,  Mary,  Eliza- 
beth, and  Arletty,  all  of  whom  married  and 
had  large  families.  Samuel  and  Andrew 
Moore  settled  in  Plattsburg;  Allen,  in  Cham- 
plain  and  later  in  Granville,  N.Y.,  where  he 
died;  William  was  a  banker  in  Whitehall, 
N.Y. ;  ami  Stephen  resided  on  the  old  home- 
steatl.  Samuel,  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  brief  biography,  was  born 
at  Nine  Partners,  near  what  is  now  called 
Moore's  Mill,  Dutchess  County,  N.Y.,  and 
for  years  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business 
on  River  Street,  Troy,  where  he  owned  two 
blocks  of  stores.  Early  in  this  century  he 
removed  to  Plattsburg,  where  he  conducted 
a  successful  mercantile  business,  and  was 
also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash. 
He  was  a  man  of  energy  and  business  abil- 
ity, a  member  of  the  Plattsburg  Docks  and 
Gristmill  Company,  a  member  of  the  Build- 
ing Committee  of  the  Plattsburg  Academy, 
and  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  real  estate 
on  l?road  and  Margaret  Streets.  He  died 
in  I'lattsburg  in  May,  1856,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Pitcher,  sister  of  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  an 
early  Governor  of    New  York  and  a   member 


of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1821. 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Pitcher)  Moore  reared 
four  children  —  George,  Eilward,  Ann,  and 
Charles  C. 

Charles  Curran  Moore  early  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business,  first  as  a  druggist,  opening  a 
store  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Margaret  anil 
Bridge  Streets,  in  company  wdth  Nelson 
Purdy,  under  the  firm  name  of  Purdy  &  Moore. 
He  subsequently  built  two  blocks  of  stores  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  lilias  Spear  and 
William  B.  Mooers.  About  1S55  he  removed 
to  Freeport,  111.,  and  thence  to  Mineral  I'oint, 
Iowa  County,  Wis.,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
a  merchant  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  his  si.xty-second  year.  His  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Abram  and  Minerva 
(Halsey)  Miller,  both  natives  of  Long  Island. 
Her  father,  Abram  Miller,  first,  who  was  the 
grandson  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  removed 
to  Bloomingburg,  Sullivan  County,  shortly 
after  his  marriage;  and  there  his  daughter  was 
born,  the  mother  dying  at  the  same  time. 
After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  removed  to 
Beekmantovvn,  Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  and, 
purchasing  a  farm  on  the  State  road  of  Dr. 
Lyman  F"oot,  was  engaged  in  farming  the  rest 
of  his  life.  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Moore  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  leaving  two  son.s,  Nathaniel 
Pitcher,  now  a  resident  of  ]]rooklyn,  N.Y., 
and  Charles  Halsey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Charles  Halsey  Moore  was  but  three  weeks 
old  when  his  mother  died;  and  he  was  brought 
up  by  his  step-mother,  Permelia  A.  Case,  of 
Southold,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  He  studied 
at  the  Oak  Street  School  uniler  the  tuition  of 
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Professor  William  II.  Phillips,  and  at  the 
Plattsbiirg  Academy  under  li.  1'.  Nichols,  and 
continued  his  education  in  the  West,  going  to 
Wisconsin  in  1863  to  join  his  father.  He 
was  desirous  of  taking  a  college  course,  and,  in 
order  to  meet  his  expenses,  taught  school  for 
five  years  in  Iowa  County,  in  the  mean  time 
attending  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Mad- 
ison and  Beloit  College  at  Beloit.  But  his 
health  became  seriously  impaired;  and,  his 
physicians  advising  him  to  return  to  his  na- 
tive State,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  his  uncle,  George  Moore,  Esq.,  in 
Plattsburg.  In  1874  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar;  and  he  has  been  engaged  in  active  prac- 
tice ever  since,  conducting  cases  in  both  the 
State  and  United  States  courts. 

As  a  commercial  lawyer  he  has  an  envi- 
able reputation,  and  is  well  known  through- 
out the  United  States.  His  clientage  is  large 
and  important,  many  of  his  clients  retaining 
him  since  the  beginning  of  his  legal  career. 
As  a  lecturer  he  has  won  widespread  renown, 
treating,  with  equal  grace  and  power,  relig- 
ious, political,  historical,  and  humorous  sub- 
jects, and  holding  mixed  audiences  for  liours 
with  the  rare  charm  of  his  voice  and  manner. 
As  a  politician  he  is  a  strong  partisan  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  entire  confidence 
in  its  leaders  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
That  the  party  in  turn  has  entire  confidence 
in  him  is  evinced  by  the  number  and  imi)nr- 
tance  of  the  offices  he  has  held.  He  was  In- 
spector of  Customs  under  Collector  Par- 
meter,  Collector  of  Taxes  many  years. 
President    of    the    Young    Men's    Republican 


Club  of  Clinton  County,  is  a  member  of  the 
Klxecutive  Committee  of  the  New  York  State 
Republican  League,  and  was  tendered  the 
nomination  of  Assemblyman,  but  declined. 
He  served  as  delegate  to  various  State  and  na- 
tional conventions,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  i  S94,  officiating 
as  Chairman //■()  lent,  of  the  Committee  on  Leg- 
islative Powers,  anil  was  also  chairman  of 
other  important  subcommittees.  He  joresided 
over  the  convention  on  several  different  oc- 
casions at  the  request  of  President  Choate,  and 
displayed  while  in  the  chair  such  judgment, 
fact,  and  parliamentary  knowledge  as  to  call 
forth  unanimous  commendation  from  people 
and  press.  He  spoke  many  times,  and  with 
great  effect,  especially  upon  the  Suffrage, 
Canal,  and  Free  Labor  Bills. 

In  1875  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Rosa  M.  Averill,  a  native  of  Plattsburg, 
daughter  of  Reuben  W.  and  Nancy  (Burbank) 
Averill.  Mrs.  Moore  is  a  cousin  of  the  Rev. 
Clarence  Walworth,  her  father's  sister  having 
been  the  wife  of  the  late  Chancellor  Wal- 
worth, of  New  York  State.  The  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moore  has  been  blessed  by  seven 
children,  namely:  Francis  Moss;  Frederick 
Charles  (deceased);  I-'rances  Rosa;  Henrietta 
Permelia  and  Henry  Andrew,  twins;  Faith 
(deceased);  and  Mary  Miller. 

In  Plattsburg  Mr.  Moore  was  a  member  of 
the  Town  Ikiard,  and  has  been  a  prime  mover 
in  many  of  the  improvements  in  streets, 
bridges,  etc. ;  and  he  is  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  a  member  of  the  fire  department. 
He  is  also  Director  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
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tiati  Association  of  this  town  and  President 
of  tlic  Plattsburg  Philharmonic  Society.  With 
all  his  many  legal,  political,  and  platform 
duties,  he  fuids  time  for  fraternal  interests, 
being  a  member  of  Clinton  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ;  of  Chapter  39,  Royal  Arch  Masons; 
of  De  Soto  Commandery,  Knights  Templars; 
and  of  McDonough  Lodge,  Lidependent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows;  and  he  is  a  life  member  and 
Illustrious  Noble  of  the  ancient  Arabic  order, 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  of  Oriental 
Temple  of  Troy,  N.Y.  Mr.  Moore  belongs 
to  the  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  was  for 
man)'  years  a  Vestryman,  his  wife  also  being  a 
communicant;  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Sunday-school  Association, 
and  Chairman  of  the  Fourth  District  Associa- 
tion, consisting  of  eleven  counties. 

A  man  of  superior  talent,  tireless,  versatile 
activity,  and  much  force  of  character,  he  has 
made  his  inlluence,  which  was  never  greater 
than  at  [iresent,  widely  felt  in  things  which 
make  for  social  progress  and  the  general  wel- 
fare. Mr.  Moore  believes  in  the  future  of 
Plattsburg,  and  besides  his  pleasant  home  on 
Broad  Street,  and  his  new  block  on  Clinton 
Street,  in  which,  at  this  writing,  is  located 
his  law  ofifice,  owns  a  number  of  other  valu- 
able properties.  Having  begun  on  a  low 
round  of  the  ladder  financially,  he  has  suc- 
ceeded, by  care,  sobriety,  and  honest  dealing, 
in  acquiring  a  competence.  The  home  de- 
lights and  comforts  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Moore  and 
his  gentle  wife  and  family,  together  with  the 
hearty  respect  and  good  will  of  the  commu- 
nity, have  been  well  earned. 


An  excellent  portrait  of  Mr.  Charles  Halsey 
Moore  on  a  preceding  j)age  adds  to  the  interest 
and  value  of  the  foregoing  sketch  of  his  useful 
and  honorable  career  to  the  present  date. 


,  »♦»  > 


sTfOHN  A.  STRONG,  an  esteemed  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  St.  Armand,  N.Y., 
making  his  home  at  Saranac  Lake,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Addison,  Addison  County, 
Vt.,  November  10,  1843,  son  of  John  W .  anil 
Sarah  M.  (Tudor)  .Strong. 

His  great-grandparents,  John  and  Agnes 
Strong,  who  came  from  Litchfield,  C'onn., 
were  among  the  first  settlers  in  Addison. 
With  the  two  other  families  who  made  u])  the 
settlement,  they  dared  the  perils  of  the  wilder- 
ness, and  were  at  one  time  obliged  to  flee  from 
the  Indians,  who  butchered  some  of  their  num- 
ber, including  a  lieautiful  yoiuig  lady  named 
Miss  Spaulding.  John  .Strong  was  a  farmer 
and  large  land-owner,  and  raised  much  live 
stock,  furnishing  cattle  for  the  army  at  Fort 
Frederick.  He  was  a  man  of  superior  intelli- 
gence, and  presided  as  Judge  for  many  years, 
living  to  a  good  age.  He  was  the  brother  of 
General  Strong,  who  commanded  the  V^ermont 
troops  at  Plattsburg  in  18 14. 

Cyrus  Strong,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Addison,  Vt.,  and  there  spent  his  days  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  being,  like  his  father,  a 
wealthy  land-owner  and  prominent  citizen. 
He  laid  down  the  burdens  of  life  before  his 
years  had  numbered  the  .Scriptural  threescore 
and  ten.  His  wife,  wiio  was  a  Miss  Walton, 
was   a  native  of     Newcastle-on-Tyne,    and    at 
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the  time  of  lier  marriage  was  a  resident  of 
Moriah,  N.\'.  Slie  lived  to  be  seventy  years 
of  age.  They  reared  four  daughters  and  one 
son,  the  father  of  our  subject. 

John  \\\  .Strong  was  born  in  Addison,  No- 
vember I,  iSio.  A  large  real  estate  owner, 
iiis  ]iroperty  including  some  seven  hundred 
acres,  he  engaged  in  agriculture  with  profit- 
able results;  and  he  took  an  active  part  in 
pulilic  affairs,  representing  Atldison  in  the 
State  legislature,  and-  presiding  on  the  bench 
of  justice  for  many  years.  He  died  in  Addi- 
son in  i<S69.  In  1830  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  M.  Tudor,  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
who  was  then  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  is 
now  eighty-eight,  and  in  comparatively  good 
health,  though  permanently  crippled  by  a 
broken  hip.  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Tudor  Strong  is 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Edward  Tudor,  formerly  a 
skilful  and  jjopular  physician  in  Connecticut 
and  Middlebury,  Vt.,  and  traces  her  descent 
from  the  ancient  jirinccs  of  Wales,  her  first  an- 
cestor in  this  coimtry  being  Owen  Tudor,  who 
came  from  Wales,  it  is  said,  to  Windsor, 
Conn.,  in  16^9,  and  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  the  town.  Quite  a  list  of  descendants 
of  Owen  Tudor  is  given  in  .Stilcs's  "History 
of  Ancient  Windsor."  Mrs.  Strong's  grand- 
father, lulward  Tudor,  M.D.,  was  a  son  of 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Tudor  and  great-grandson  of 
Owen.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  British 
army,  in  the  French  War,  and  was  with  Gen- 
eral Wolfe  at  the  time  of  his  death  at  Quebec, 
receiving  from  him,  as  a  souvenir  of  a  life- 
long friendshi[i,  his  sash,  sword,  and  pistol. 
Mrs.  Strong  is  also  connected  with   the  Brew- 


sters  and  Moreys,  numbering  among  her  an- 
cestral kindred  Elder  lirewster,  who  has 
been  called  the  "chief  of  the  Pilgrims." 
Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
W.  Strong,  namely:  Cyrus  W.,  a  rancher  in 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Edward  T.,  a  physician, 
who  died  of  consumption,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
six,  in  April,  1893,  at  Monrovia,  Cal.;  John 
A.,  of  Saranac  Lake,  Essex  County,  N.Y. ; 
and  Charles  B.,  a  farmer  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Addison. 

John  A.  Strong  received  a  good  education, 
attending  15.  B.  Allen's  Classical  School  at 
Vergennes,  Vt.,  Fort  Edward  Institute,  N.Y., 
and  Newton  Academy.  Then,  instead  of  enter- 
ing college,  as  was  his  original  intention,  he 
responded  to  the  call  for  troops  to  go  South, 
enlisting  as  a  private  in  the  Second  Vermont 
Infantry.  He  was  shortly  transferred  to  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment  with  the  rank  of  Ser- 
geant, and  started  for  the  scene  of  action  in 
1862.  He  was  three  years  in  the  service,  and 
had  some  thrilling  experiences,  being  twice 
captured  near  Bull  Run.  While  on  scout 
duty  he  was  taken  by  the  rebels,  and,  escap- 
ing in  his  underclothes,  was  retaken  within 
four  hours.  Later  on,  near  Glcndale,  he  was 
again  made  prisoner,  but  escaped  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  his  capture.  He  re- 
ceived a  wound  at  the  engagement  of  Fairfield 
Court-house,  a  bullet  striking  his  shin,  and  a 
second  wound  at  Chapin's  Farm  (Fort  Har- 
rison) Va.,  a  piece  of  a  shell  injuring  his 
left  elbow.  Returning  home  at  the  end  of 
his  term  of  service  with  the  rank  of  Captain, 
he  spent  some  time  recuperating,  and  in  1869 
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began  to  teach  school  in  Lewis,  this  county, 
later  teaching  in  Wilmington.  In  April, 
1 87 1,  he  settled  at  Saranac  Lake,  in  the  town 
of  St.  Armand,  and  in  1893  built  his  present 
cosey  dwelling.  A  pensioner  himself,  Mr. 
Strong  has  helped  many  of  his  comrades  ami 
their  willows  to  secure  pensions,  making  no 
charge  for  these  services,  to  which  he  devotes 
much  of  his  time. 

I'ebruary  26,  1871,  Mr.  Strong  was  married 
to  Winnie  J.  Thayer,  daughter  of  Elijah 
Thayer,  of  Wilmington.  Two  children  blessed 
their  union,  Init  one  of  whom  survives,  a 
daughter  named  Grace,  a  highly  eilucated 
young  lady,  who  is  now  making  a  special  study 
of  instrumental  music.  I'olitically,  Mr. 
Strong  favors  the  Republican  parly.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  I'eace  for  two  years, 
and  has  recently  been  electeil  for  four  years 
more.  He  was  a  charter  memlier  and  officer 
of  the  day  of  Lennon  I'ost,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  No.  490,  of  -St.  y\rmand.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Strong  are  esteemed  coniminiicants 
of  the  Episcopal  church. 


jRS.  MARY  ]■:.  LUSK,  widow  of 
Hiram  A.  Lusk,  a  highly  esteemed 
resident  of  North  lilba  and  Post- 
mistress of  that  town  for  twenty  years,  was 
l)orn  in  Chesterfield,  ICsscx  County,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Martin  C.  and  Amanda  M. 
(HI  inn)  Lyon.  Mrs.  Lusk's  grandfather, 
Amon  Lyon,  who  was  a  native  of  Shelbiu'ne, 
Vt.,  settled  in  Willsboro,  this  county,  in 
1838,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 


with  success  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  died 
over  eighty  years  of  age.  He  married  Polly 
Boynton,  and  reared  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  Mrs.  Lusk's  grand- 
mother lived  over  seventy  years. 

Martin  C.  Lyon,  Mrs.  Lusk's  father,  was 
born  in  Chittenden,  Vt.,  in  1S15.  When  a 
young  man  he  adopted  agricultin-e  as  an  occu- 
pation, which  he  engaged  in  with  energy  and 
success  as  long  as  his  health  permitted.  He 
purchased  a  good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
situated  near  the  village  of  Newman,  where  he 
residetl  until  his  death,  January  30,  1896. 
I'^or  many  years  he  was  a  prominent  leadei"  in 
public  affairs,  serving  with  credit  as  Assessor, 
Town  Clerk,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace:  and  he 
was  highly  respected  as  a  good  citizen  and  an 
intelligent  and  capabh-  public  official.  He 
had  for  some  time  been  living  in  retirement, 
being  an  invalid;  anil  his  daughter  had  at- 
tended to  the  management  of  the  farm.  His 
wife,  Amanda  M.  (I51inn)  Lyon,  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  of  whom  Mary  E.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest.  Two  died 
young.  Orville  N.  died  in  1867,  aged  seven- 
teen; and  Ira  Lyon  is  engaged  in  farming. 
Mrs.  Lusk's  mother  had  nearly  reached  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years  when  she  died,  Sep- 
tember 23,   1895. 

Mary  K.  Lyon  accom|)anied  her  jiarents  to 
North  I'',lba  in  1847,  when  she  was  si.v  years 
old;  and  her  education  was  pursued  in  the 
schof)ls  of  that  town.  In  1863  slie  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Hiram  A.  Lusk,  who  died  after 
a  short  period  of  wedded  life.  Mrs.  Lusk  has 
since     provided     for    her    own     sujiport,     and 
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lias  also  taken  care  of  her  aged  parents.  She 
has  been  a  faithful  and  efficient  school  teacher, 
an  occupation  which  she  began  when  she  was 
twenty-seven  years  old ;  and  she  has  also 
superintended  the  farm  in  a  most  able  and 
progressive  manner,  making  various  improve- 
ments in  the  properly,  including  the  erection 
of  a  new  residence  and  other  buildings.  She 
has  one  daughter,  Emma,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Abram  Ling,  of  North  Elba,  and  has  three 
children.  Mrs.  Lusk  is  the  owner  of  consid- 
erable property,  and  pays  quite  a  heavy  tax. 
She  ably  filled  the  position  of  Postmistress  for 
twenty  years,  and  her  sympathies  are  with  the 
Republican  party. 


^^»^» 


"ON.  CHESTER  B.  McLAUGHLIN, 
of  Port  Henry,  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  was  born  in  Moriali,  Essex  County, 
N.Y.,  Eebruary  lo,  1856.  Eroni  an  unpreten- 
tious boyhood  and  humble  surroundings  he 
has  advanced  step  by  step,  through  pre-emi- 
nent ability,  seconded  by  persistent  industry, 
to  a  place  of  judicial  eminence.  Graduating 
from  the  University  of  Vermont  in  1879,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1881 
and  subsequently  to  that  of  the  United  States 
courts.  His  career  as  a  trial  lawyer  and  in 
the  appellate  courts  won  for  him  respect  and 
distinction,  and  his  nomination  to  various 
offices  naturally  followed.  In  1891  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  and  Surrogate,  which 
ofifice  he  still  holds;  and  he  served  in  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1894.      His  nomina- 


tion to  the  Supreme  Bench  in  1895  was  warmly 
supported  by  the  bench  and  bar  of  the  district 
and  by  the  citizens  of  Essex  Count}',  irrespec- 
tive of  party.  As  the  county  had  been  with- 
out a  representative  in  the  Supreme  Court  for 
nearly  half  a  century,  though  many  candidates 
had  aspired  to  the  office,  the  honor  of  election 
was  unusually  great.  Concerning  his  nomina- 
tion the  Troy  Times  said:  "The  Republicans 
of  the  P'ourth  Judicial  District,  in  nominating 
the  Hon.  Chester  B.  McLaughlin,  of  Port 
Henry,  for  Justice  of  the  .Supreme  Court,  at 
Lake  George  yesterday,  made  an  excellent  se- 
lection. The  district  is  a  large  and  important 
one,  including  the  counties  of  Warren,  Sara- 
toga, St.  Lawrence,  Washington,  Essex, 
Franklin,  Clinton,  Montgomery,  Hamilton, 
Fulton,  and  Schenectady.  The  revised  Con- 
stitution provides  for  twelve  additional  Jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court,  three  in  the  first, 
three  in  the  second,  and  one  in  each  of  the 
remaining  six  districts  of  the  State.  The 
nomination  of  Judge  McLaughlin  is  made  in 
compliance  with  that  requirement;  and  as, 
politically,  the  district'  is  strongly  Repub- 
lican, his  election  is  jiractically  assured." 

The  same  article  had  the  following  in  regard 
to  his  previous  career:  "He  is  a  lawyer  of  fine 
ability,  has  been  School  Commissioner,  and  is 
now  completing  his  term  as  County  Judge  and 
Surrogate.  He  was  elected  as  a  delegate 
from  the  Twenty-first  .Senatorial  District  to 
the  Constitutional  Convention  in  Albany  last 
year,  and  proved  himself  one  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  capable  members  of  that  body. 
He    served    with   credit   as    Chairman   of    the 
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Committee  on  County,  Town,  and  Village 
Government,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Charities,  and  took  an  aetive  and 
effective  part  in  the  discussion  of  important 
questions  that  came  before  the  convention. 
Judge  McLaughlin  has  presided  over  the  Rens- 
selaer County  Court:  and  his  learning,  fair- 
ness, and  courtesy  have  won  liim  the  respect 
and  good  will  of  our  people.  His  accession  to 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  the  ]<"ourth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict will  add  to  its  strength  and  dignity." 
Similar  notices  were  published  by  the  press  of 
the  State  in  general.  Republican  and  Demo- 
cratic, showing  Judge  McLaughlin  to  be  a 
man  of  unusual  ability  and  character.  With 
indorsements  like  these,  his  election  was  a 
foregone  conclusion.  Li  April,  1885,  Judge 
McLaughlin  was  married  to  Lucy  G.  Warner. 
His  record  in  the  Supreme  Court  so  far  has 
realized  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  of 
his  friends,  and  leaves  no  doubt  that  its 
dignity  and  high  character  will  be  entirely 
secure  in  his  guardianship. 


,1CHARD  NEWELL  DI'-MICRRITT, 
of  the  enterprising  firm  of  Bromley  & 
Demerritt,  wholesale  and  retail 
dealers  in  confectionery,  crackers,  and  cigars, 
Plattsburg,  N.Y. ,  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  hav- 
ing been  born  December  6,  1850,  at  Water- 
bury,  Washington  County,  in  that  State. 

An  earlier  Richard  Demerritt,  the  [)aternal 
grandfather  of  him  of  whom  we  write,  was  born 
in  Vermont.  He  was  the  son  of  a  Mr.  De- 
merritt who,  when  C|uite  a  lad,  was  sent  from 


England  by  his  parents  to  riiikulelphia,  to  the 
home  of  an  uncle,  a  Tory,  whose  property  was 
confiscated  by  the  government  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution.  The  young  emigrant,  how- 
ever, did  not  hold  the  same  views  that  his 
uncle  did,  but  sympathized  with  the  patriotic 
Americans;  and  his  son,  above  named,  being 
equally  loyal,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Platts- 
burg, September  11,  1814.  Richard  Demer- 
ritt was  of  a  strongly  religious  temperament, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
church,  and  a  prime  mover  in  the  erection  of 
the  church  of  that  denomination  at  Waterbury 
about  1840.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Martha  Town,  was  a  native  of  Vermont. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them;  namel}', 
Newell,  James,  Lucius,  Albert,  Daniel,  and 
Wesley  W.,  all  of  whom,  witli  the  exception 
of  Daniel,  are  still  living,  Albert  being  tiie 
father  of  the  sujjject  of  the  present  sketch. 

Albert  Demerritt  was  born  and  reared  on 
the  homestead  farm  at  Waterbury,  Vt.  He 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  followed 
that  occupation  seven  or  eight  years,  but  later 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  were  more  to  his  tastes  than  sedentary 
mechanical  labor,  and  which  he  conducted 
successfully  thiring  the  larger  part  of  his  at'tive 
life.  He  married,  first,  Laura,  daughter 
of  Horace  .Smith,  of  .Stowe,  Vt.,  who  died  a 
few  years  after,  in  1832,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren—  one  daughter,  Laura,  and  two  sons, 
Richard  N.  and  Albin.  l"or  his  second  wife, 
Albert  Demerritt  married  I'"iile!ia,  daughter 
of  Lummis  and  Susan  Lamphicr,  of  .Stowe, 
Vt.     They  are   now    residing    in    Cambridge, 
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Vt.,  their  home  circle  including;  four  chil- 
(hx'ii  —  William  A.,  Alice,  Winnie,  and 
Charles. 

Richard  N.  Dcmerritt  acciuircd  his  educa- 
ton  at  the  Green  Mountain  Seminary,  in  the 
town  of  his  birth.  Upon  the  completion  of 
his  studies  he  entered  the  employ  of  H.  S. 
Howe,  willi  whom  he  remained  fifteen  years, 
eni^aged  in  the  manufacture  of  confectionery. 
In  1886  Mr.  Dcmerritt  resigned  iiis  position 
there,  and  came  to  Plattsburg,  where  on  the 
1st  of  May  he  embarked,  in  company  with 
Miner  Lewis,  in  the  bakery  and  confectionery 
business,  the  fiini  name  being  Lewis  &  Dc- 
merritt. They  established  a  good  traile,  and 
continued  in  this  way  four  years,  when  Mr. 
Lewis  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment to  Mr.  Charles  M.  l?romley,  the  firm 
name  being  changed  to  Bromley  &  Dcmerritt. 
Having  been  begun  in  a  very  modest  way  with 
a  small  bakery,  tlieir  business,  wliich  is  one 
of  the  most  extensive  of  its  kind  in  this  vicin- 
ity, has  developeil  into  an  immense  wholesale 
and  retail  trade  in  confectionery  and  cigars, 
in  connection  with  which  they  have  a  large 
retail  bakery  department.  This  firm  employ 
many  hands,  keeiiing  two  salesmen  on  the 
road,  and  some  twenty  people  busy  in  liaking, 
packing,  and  shipping  their  goods.  During 
their  busy  season  they  manufacture  fifty-five 
barrels  of  crackers,  and  from  fifteen  hundred 
to  eighteen  hundred  pounds  of  candy  per  day, 
carrying  on,  it  is  estimated,  from  seventy-five 
thousand  to  one  liundred  thousand  dollars" 
worth  of  business  a  year. 

Mr.    Dcmerritt    was    united    in   marriage    in 


November,  1874,  to  Lizzie  D.  Stearns,  who 
on  August  20,  1893,  passed  to  the  fuller  life 
"beyond  the  gates,"  leaving  three  children, 
namely:  Homer  D.,  born  in  1879;  Henry 
H.,  born  in  1884;  and  Roy  S.,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  1885.  In  political  views  Mr. 
Demcrritt  formerly  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  he  now  votes  irrespective  of 
party  lines.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen.  Although 
not  connected  with  any  religious  denomina- 
tion by  membership,  he  is  a  regular  attendant 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  contribut- 
ing liberally  toward  its  supjiort. 


IVINGSTON  WOODRUFF,  a  rising 
young  architect  and  builder  of  Eliza- 
bethtown  antl  a  Trustee  of  that  vil- 
lage, was  born  in  Lewis,  this  county,  January 
I,  i860,  son  of  Augustus  Franklin  and  Martha 
(Moorehouse)  Woodruff.  Mr.  Woodruff  is  a 
descendant  of  Colonial  ancestors,  who  emi- 
grated from  England  and  settled  in  New  Eng- 
land. Hooker  Woodruff,  Mr.  Woodruffs 
great-grandfather,  came  from  Connecticut  to 
Essex  County  with  two  brotliers,  and  settled  in 
Lewis.  His  son,  Julius  A.  Woodruff,  Mr. 
Woodruff's  grandfather,  was  born  in  Lewis, 
and  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  that  town.  He 
reared  a  family  of  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Julius,  William  Russell,  James,  Augustus 
I'ranklin,  Livingston,  Sarah  M.,  and  Mary. 
Sarah  M.  married  Dr.  E.  T.  .Strong,  of  Lewis; 
and  Mary  married  Horace  Moorehouse.  of 
Saranac  Lake. 
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Augustus  Franklin  Woodruff,  Mr.  Wood 
ruff's  father,  was  born  in  Lewis,  December 
13,  1S31.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, and  upon  reaciung  his  majority  he 
went  West,  where  he  resided  for  some  years. 
He  returned  to  his  native  town,  and  estab- 
lished himself  as  an  architect  and  builder. 
After  conducting  business  for  a  time,  he  re- 
moved to  Willsboro,  this  county,  where  he  was 
associated  with  James  Burpee  in  the  wheel- 
wright business  for  two  years.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  once  more  returned  to 
Lewis:  and  in  the  spring  of  1866  he  removed 
to  Elizabethtown,  where  he  conducted  business 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  .Sejiteniber  25. 
1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.  He  was  a  kind- 
hearted,  charitable  man,  and  was  highly  es- 
teemed by  the  community  in  which  he  resided. 
He  served  for  a  time  u]ion  the  Bo^rd  of  Excise 
Commissioners,  but  was  not  an  as[)irant  for 
political  honors.  He  was  a  member  of  Adi- 
rondack Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  held  all  of 
the  important  offices  at  various  times.  In  his 
religious  views  he  was  a  Congregationalist, 
and  he  was  both  a  Deacon  and  a  Trustee 
of  the  church.  His  wife,  Martha,  whom  he 
married  Feliruary  13,  1859,  was  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  Moorehouse,  of  Willsboro,  and  she 
became  the  mother  of  three  children,  namely: 
Livingston,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  May 
L. ;  and  Sarah  M. 

Livingston  Woodruff  finished  iiis  education 
at  l"!lizabethtown  High  .School,  and  afterward 
learned  his  father's  business.  At  the  age  of 
twenty -one  he  established  iiimself  as  an  archi- 
tect and   builder   in    Klizabethtown,    where  by 


enterprise  and  good  management  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  creating  a  large  and  profitable  busi- 
ness. In  politics  he  is  a  Rci)ublican,  but 
business  pressure  prevents  him  from  taking  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  is  will- 
ing to  do  his  share  in  serving  the  town,  how- 
ever, and  has  been  a  Trustee  of  tlic  village  fiu" 
several  years.  He  also  served  with  abilit\- 
as  Treasurer  of  the  village,  during  the  )'cars 
1890,  1 89 1,  1892,  1893,  and  was  a  Trustee  of 
the  school  for  three  )'ears. 

On  October  20,  1886,  Mr.  Woodruff  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Linnie  M.  Brown, 
daughter  of  Etlmund  Brown,  of  Oswego,  N.^^., 
and  has  since  become  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, named  Augustus  and  Dorotli)'.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Woodruff  attend  the  Congregational 
chiuxh. 


fsTTAMES  E.  POND,  manufacturer  and 
merchant,  of  I'actoryville,  Crown 
Point,  N.Y.,  is  a  native  of  Ivssex 
County,  having  been  born  March  31,  1842,  in 
North  Hudson.  He  is  of  far  off  luiglish  an- 
cestry and  the  descendant  of  an  old  Massa- 
chusetts faniil)',  his  grandfather,  Hezekiah 
Pond,  having  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  the 
Bay  State.  He  was  a  thrifty  farmer,  residing 
in  Dedham,  where  his  son,  Benajah,  fathei'  of 
James  V..,  was  born  in   1806. 

Benajah  Pond,  after  attaining  his  majoiitv, 
spent  a  few  years  in  Vermont,  and  while  tlu're 
married,  in  1830,  Miss  Julia  Gould,  wiio  was 
born  in  the  town  of  .Shoreham  in  1810.  .She 
was  of  Welsh  and  I'2nglish  descent.  They 
bcjian     their    wedded    life    at     Buck    ll(dhiw. 
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Crown  Point,  N.Y.,  where  they  conducted  a 
tavern,  giving  good  entertainment  to  man  and 
beast.  He  afterward  estal.ilished  a  lumber 
business  at  Nortii  Hudson,  of  wliich  town  lie 
became  one  of  tiic  leading  citizens,  serving  for 
many  years  as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  For  twenty-five  years  he  stocked  and 
sawed  lumbi'r  for  the  Hammonds  at  Black 
Hrook  Mills,  Init  eventually  bought  their 
mills,  continuing  the  Inisiness  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  possessed  great  physical  vigor  and 
endurance,  and  lived  a  long  and  active  life, 
passing  to  his  rest  in  I'ebruary,  1891.  His 
wife  had  joined  the  silent  majority  nearly  a 
score  of  years  before  that  time,  her  death  oc- 
curring in  1873.  Of  the  five  children  born  to 
them,  one,  a  daughter,  Jane,  died  when  but 
four  years  old.  The  others  arc  as  follows: 
Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  .S.  .S.  Olcott,  of  Crown 
Point;  Charlotte,  who  married  Ezra  L. 
Towne,  now  living  in  Pent  Water,  Mich.; 
James  E. ;  and  Charles  M.,  of  ]5rainerd, 
Minn.  I^olh  [)arents  were  esteemed  members 
of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which  the  father 
was  ;in  officer. 

Iiuiies  F,.  Pond  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion, attending  I'ort  I-^dward  Institute  and  the 
Oown  Point  Academy.  At  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  years  he  was  placed  in  a  most  respon- 
sible position,  liaving  jiractieally  the  charge 
of  his  father's  business  and  mills;  and  four 
years  later  he  assumed  the  entire  manage- 
ment. In  1874  Mr.  Pond  came  to  I'"actory- 
ville,  deeming  it  a  desirable  place  to  o])en  a 
lumber  yard,  and  the  next  year,  in  company 
with  C.  P.  P'obes,  established  a  manuf;ieturing 


business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Pond,  Fobes 
&  Co.  r'or  five  years  they  maaufacturcd  lum- 
l)er  and  buildiiig  materials  of  all  kinds.  The 
Hammonds  then  succeeded  Mr.  Fobes,  the 
new  partnership  lasting  till-  1882,  in  which 
year  they  sold  out  to  Mr.  Pond,  who  has  since 
continued  the  business,  having  both  a  saw- 
mill and  a  planing-mill,  and  manufacturing 
building  materials  of  all  descriptions,  his 
specialty  being  hardwood  finishings  and  trim- 
mings. Energetic  and  enterprising,  Mr. 
Pond  has  opened  a  store  in  connection  with 
his  other  business,  this  being  conducted  by  his 
son,  who  does  the  buying  for  it.  In  18S3  Mr. 
Pond  purchased  his  fine  residence,  to  which 
he  is  constantly  adding  improvements,  the  lat- 
est and  best  being  the  water  works,  which  he 
put  in  last  year,  1895,  piping  the  water  from 
six  pure  springs  nearly  a  mile,  through  a  six- 
inch  main,  supplying  Crown  Point  Centre  and 
I'^actoryville.  He  also  furnishes  the  power  for 
the  knitting-mill,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder 
and  one  of  the  Directors. 

In  1865  Mr.  Pond  was  married  to  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet A.  Lindsay  Tompkins,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Lindsay  and  the  widow  of  the  late 
John  Tompkins,  fif  Schroon  River,  who  died 
in  early  life,  leaving  her  witli  one  son,  John 
Mott  Tompkins,  of  Granton,  Wis.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pond  have  but  one  child,  a  son,  Freeman 
C,  a  young  man  of  ability  and  promise. 
After  his  graduation  at  Crown  Point  Academy 
he  took  a  special  course  at  Cornell  University, 
and  is  now  managing  the  store,  being  asso- 
ciated with  his  father  in  the  business.  Politi- 
cally, Mr.  Pond  is  faithful   to  the   interests  of 
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the  Republican  party,  but  has  steadily  de- 
clined all  official  honors.  He  is  a  Mason  of 
high  standing,  being  Past  Master  of  Rescue 
Lodge,  No.  7/2.  Religiously,  both  he  and 
Mrs.  Pond  are  active  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  he  having  served  for  four 
and  one-half  years  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school. 


—♦-•••-♦— 


P:0RGE  W.  EGGLP:FIELD,  proprle- 
^  *  tor  of  the  Tahawus  House,  Keene 
Valley,  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  July  4, 
1827,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Belle 
(Gray)  Egglefield.  Mr.  Egglefield's  father 
was  born  in  Thornton,  Yorkshire,  England,  in 
1769.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  in  England  until  181 2, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Montreal.  Here  he  re- 
sumed his  calling  for  a  time,  later  settling 
upon  a  farm  at  Mount  Johnson  in  the  County 
of  Iberville,  P.O.  He  worked  assiduously  on 
it  with  good  results  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  in  1829.  His  wife,  PHizabeth  Iklle, 
who  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  P^ngland,  be- 
came the  mother  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Henry,  who  re- 
sides in  Canada;  Thomas,  a  resident  of  either 
Michigan  or  Ontario;  and  George  W.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  others  were  John, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  on  a  railroad  in 
]*"ranklin  County,  when  he  was  seventy-five 
years  old,  leaving  one  son  and  two  daughters; 
Mary,  who  was  married,  and  resided  in  Ex- 
cclsioi-,  Wis.,  where  she  died  in  1892,  aged 
sixty-eight,     leaving    three    sons    and     three 


daughters;  and  William,  who  tlictl  in  Canatla 
in  1894,  aged  sevcnty-fi\-e  years.  He  was 
twice  marrieil,  and  left  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  His  wife  died  in  St.  Eukes,  P.O., 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight. 

George  W.  P^gglefield  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  with  his  parents.  Although  his  op- 
portunities for  obtaining  an  education  were 
limited  to  about  seven  months  of  schooling, 
he  managed  to  obtain  a  fair  knowledge  of  the 
ordinary  English  branches  of  study.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  engaged  in  teaching  school, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  some  four- 
teen months.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  serving  an  apprenticeship  with  his 
brother.  After  that,  from  1849  to  1882,  he 
followed  the  business  of  a  carpenter  and 
builder  in  Canada  and  New  York  State,  in- 
cluding a  sojourn  of  some  time  in  Piiffalo, 
N.Y.  .Since  coming  to  Keene  Valley  in 
1865,  he  has  built  some  handsome  and  sub- 
stantial residences,  among  which  is  Cetlar 
Cottage,  the  property  of  John  Matthews:  and 
he  erected  the  first  house  at  Lake  Placid.  Li 
1883  he  [iiu'chased  the  Tahawus  House  of  Ntir- 
man  Dibble  j)aying  ten  thousand  dollars  for 
the  ])ropert\',  which  includes  eighty  acres  of 
land.  He  has  since  enlargeil  and  remodelled 
the  hotel  into  a  commodious  and  handsome 
structure.  The  Iniilding,  which  is  most 
charmingly  situated,  has  a  length  of  one  hun- 
dred ant!  fifty  feet,  varying  in  width  from 
thirty-two  to  seventy-two  feet,  while  tlie  main 
portion  is  six  stories  high.  He  has  also  re- 
modelled the  barns  and  other  out-buildings, 
and    has    established    a    well-eciuipped    livery 
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stable.  As  a  summer  liotel,  the  Tahawus  is 
imsurjKissed  in  tliat  part  of  tlie  Atliromlack  re- 
gion. Since  taking  the  property,  Mr.  Eggle- 
field  lias  increased  its  value  some  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  by  the  various  improvements  he 
has  made. 

The  investment,  however,  is  a  good  one,  as 
for  several  years  past  the  house  has  been 
favored  by  a  large  patronage. 

On  July  20,  1854,  Mr.  Egglefield  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Sophia  Washbond,  of 
Keene,  daughter  of  William  and  Parmelia 
(Darling)  Washbond.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J:^ggle- 
field  have  had  four  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  are:  Mary  Par- 
melia, who  married  Orrin  ]?rown,  and  has  one 
son  and  two  daughters;  and  Wilbur  Bertram, 
who  married  Emma  Trudeau,  and  has  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Egglefield  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  has  served  with  ability 
in  some  of  the  town  offices.  He  is  a  great 
reader,  is  well-informed  upon  scientific  and 
literary  subjects,  and  converses  with  an  intel- 
ligent understanding  of  the  topics  discussed. 
In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Seventh-day 
Ailvenlist. 


NDREW  JACKSON  COOK,  a  veteran 
of  the  harvest  fields,  well  known  in 
the  southern  part  of  Essex  County, 
is  quietly  spending  the  sunset  years  of  his 
long  and  useful  life  at  his  pleasant  farm-house 
home  in  Ticonderoga,  on  the  banks  of  Lake 
George  Outlet,  the  connecting  place*  of  the 
stages  and  steamboats  for  many  years.  He  is 
a  native  of  Warren  County,  New  York,  having 


been    born    at    Friends     Point     in     the     town 
of  Hague,  March  28,  181  5. 

His  father.  Colonel  William  Cook,  was 
born,  probably  in  Connecticut,  P"ebruary  3, 
1782;  and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Samuel 
Cook,  was  born  December  31,  1758.  Grand- 
father Cook  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
as  a  forage  master;  and  after  his  death,  in 
1819,  his  widow,  Polly  Wright  Cook,  drew  a 
pension.  She  dietl  in  1843.  They  had  eight 
children  —  William,  Wyllis,  Warner,  Charles, 
Mary,  Sally,  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Sally,  second. 
Samuel  Cook  and  his  wife  settled  at  Friends 
Point  in  1796. 

Colonel  William  Cook,  who  served  in  the 
War  of  1S12,  was  an  extensive  and  prosperous 
farmer  and  lumberman,  acquiring  a  large  prop- 
erty. On  March  14,  1813,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Sophia  Morse,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Morse,  who  was  a  pioneer  of  Ticonderoga, 
being  the  first  white  man  to  settle  on  the  farm 
where  Mr.  Cook  resides,  and  where  his  mother 
was  born.  Colonel  William  Cook  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely: 
Mary,  wife  of  Chauncey  Balcom,  residing  in 
Rosendale,  Wis.;  Andrew  J.,  first  named  at 
the  beginning  of  this  sketch,  and  further  men- 
tioned in  the  following  paragraphs;  Sophia, 
widow  of  William  Smith,  of  Waukesha,  Wis. ; 
William,  who  died  April  12,  1S92,  a  sketch 
of  whose  life  may  be  found  on  another  page  of 
this  volume;  Warner,  who  was  born  in  1821, 
and  died  in  1842;  and  Daphne,  who  married 
James  Craig,  and  died  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1895,  aged  seventy  years. 

Andrew  J.  Cook,  like  most  sons  of  the  early 
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pioneers,  spent  his  iDoyhood  and  youth  in  lum- 
bering and  farming,  assisting  his  latlicr  in  es- 
tablishing a  home,  remaining  beneath  the 
parental  roof  until  his  marriage.  Soon  after 
this  auspicious  event  Mr.  Cook  and  his  young- 
wife  settled  on  their  present  farm,  containing 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  he  has 
managed  skilfully  and  successfully  for  the  past 
fifty  years,  his  homestead,  with  its  finely  tilled 
lands,  comfortable  buildings  for  the  shelter  of 
his  sleek  cattle  and  other  stock,  and  his  attrac- 
tive residence,  with  its  ample  porches,  be- 
speaking his  good  management. 

Mr.  Cook  was  married  on  June  2,  1S44,  to 
Miss  Electa  L.  Brown,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Brown,  of  Schroon.  Their  household  circle 
was  enlarged  and  enlivened,  as  the  years  went 
.on,  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  yet  svirvive  —  Carleton,  a  druggist  in 
this  town,  has  one  son  and  two  daughters; 
Dalthus  C,  a  farmer  in  Ticonderoga,  has  one 
son;  Sophia,  wife  of  Charles  Baldwin,  ilicd  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  Corna  L.,  born 
May  8,  1851,  died  February  20,  1888,  leaving 
two  daughters;  Ilarma  D.  is  tlie  wife  oi  W'ill- 
iam  C.  French,  of  I'lattsburg;  Kollin  J.,  who 
carries  on  the  home  farm,  married  Gertrude, 
daughter  <jf  George  IT.  Rowley,  of  Crown 
Point;  and  Lena  died  March  17,  l88g, 
aged  twenty-four  years.  In  politics  Mr.  Cook 
uniformly  sujoports  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  for  si.x  years  faithfully 
served  his  fellow-citizens  as  Assessor. 

His  portrait,  which  aj)pears  on  an  adjacient 
page,  will  be  received  with  interest  by  many 
readers  of  the  "  Ricvikw." 


'^AMES  M.  MOTT,  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  who  is  now  living  in  re- 
tirement at  hnienburg  Deixjt,  was  born 
in  Beekmantowii,  Clinton  County,  I'"ehruary 
21,  1840.  He  is  a  son  of  Rtiyal  and  Jane 
(Marshall)  Mott  and  grandson  of  John  Mott. 
John  Mott  was  a  native  of  Isle  La  Motte, 
whence  he  removed  in  1S20  to  the  town  of 
Chazy.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
also  a  tavern-keeper,  and  was  twice  married. 
By  his  first  wife  he  had  one  son,  Abram  Mott ; 
and  by  his  second,  formerly  Mrs.  Taylor,  a 
widow,  he  had  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  the 
only  one  living  being  Chester  M(.)tt,  residing 
in  Norwood,  N.Y.  John  Mott  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  leaving  a  good  farm  projjerty  that 
is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 

Royal  Mott,  son  of  John,  was  born  on  Isle 
La  Motte  in  18 10,  and  spent  his  days  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture  on  the  old  homestead 
farm.  His  wife,  Jane  Marshall,  whom  lie 
married  about  the  year  1S35,  was  a  native  of 
Beekmantown  and  a  <laughter  of  Nathaniel 
Marshall,  a  prosperous  farmer.  {'"ive  children 
were  born  of  their  union,  as  follows:  James 
M.  Mott;  Albert  Mott,  who  was  well  educated 
and  a  teacher  of  promise,  but  died  at  twenty- 
two  years  of  age;  Ivlecta,  the  wife  of  (i.  W. 
Pike,  of  Indian  Lake,  N.Y.;  1).  P.  Mott,  un- 
married, living  at  Blue  Mountain  Lake,  N.Y.; 
antl  P'lorence  Mott,  wife  of  K.  S.  Wood,  of 
Indian  Lake,  N.Y.,  and  mother  of  one  child, 
a  son,  Guy.  Royal  Mott  died  in  1874,  and 
his  wife  in  1880. 

James  M.  Mott  received  a  district-sciiool 
education.      He  continued  to  live  with  his  par- 
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cnls  until  he  attaincil  Iiis  majority;  and  then, 
in  April,  1861,  lie  enlisted  at  I'lattsburg  as  a 
private  in  C()nii)any  K  of  the  Sixteenth  Regi- 
ment of  New  York  Infantry,  with  whieh  he 
ser\-ed  two  years.  His  health  beeame  very 
nuieh  impaired  by  his  army  life,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  returnetl 
home;  but  shortly  after,  in  1S64,  he  went  to 
Ivoekford,  111.,  where  he  remained  a  year  and 
a  half.  Returning  then  to  the  old  homestead, 
during  a  number  of  years  that  followed  he  was 
profitably  engaged  in  general  farming.  For 
the  past  ten  years,  however,  he  has  been  in 
very  poor  health,  and  in  iSgi  he  retired  to  his 
pleasant  home  at  Ellenburg  Depot.  In  con- 
sideration of  his  patriotic  services  for  his 
country,  years  of  peril  and  the  disabilities  re- 
sulting therefrom,  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  pen- 
sion of  thirty  dollars  per  month  from  the 
government. 

Mr.  Mott's  first  wife,  Marian  McFadden,  of 
Chazy,  whom  he  wedded  in  1867,  died  about 
three  years  later,  at  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
leaving  one  daughter,  Amy  Mott,  who  lived  to 
be  seventeen  years  okl.  On  April  4,  1871, 
Mr.  Mott  was  married  to  Miss  I'^lizabeth 
Marsh,  of  Altona,  a  daughter  of  Alanson  and 
Jane  (I'arrell)  Marsh.  Her  father  died  in 
1869,  at  fifty-two  years  of  age,  and  was  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  and  four  children.  Mrs. 
Marsh's  death  occurred  in  i8Soat  sixty  tour 
years  of  age.  Andrew  Marsh,  her  onl}'  son, 
resides  in  Kansas  City,  ATo.  A  son  and 
daughter  live  to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
i\[rs.  Mott,  namely:  Albert,  a  young  man  of 
twent)--one  years,   living  at    home,  a   telegraph 


operator;      and      Bertha,      who      is     attending 
school. 

In  p(ditical  views  Mr.  Mott  is  a  Republi- 
can, but  has  not  thus  far  been  an  aspirant 
for  official  position.  He  is  a  member  of 
McGregor  Post,  No.  353,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

ATTAIN    TATRICK   K.   DELANEY, 

of  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  N.Y., 
Special  Inspector  of  Customs  at  this 
port,  was  born  in  February,  1S30,  son  of 
William  and  Jane  (Casey)  Delaney.  William 
Delaney  w'as  born  in  County  Westmeath,  Ire- 
land, and  came  to  this  country  in  1826,  set- 
tling" in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Schuyler's 
l'"alls,  but  was  at  that  time  a  part  of  Plattsburg. 
He  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  lantl. 
cleared  a  farm,  and  devoted  the  rest  of  his  life 
to  its  cultivation.  He  was  the  father  of  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  reached  maturity,  and 
three  are  still  living,  namely:  Christopher, 
born  in  1826,  a  farmer  of  Plattsburg,  resides 
on  Rugar  Street;  James,  born  in  1838,  is  now 
in  New  York  City;  Bridget  (deceased),  born  in 
1832,  was  the  wife  of  E.  O.  Boyle,  who  was 
formerly  in  the  insurance  business  in  Platts- 
burg, and  is  now  in  Saratoga;  Thomas  (de- 
ceased), born  in  1834,  conducted  quite  an  ex- 
tensive trade  as  a  nurseryman ;  and  Maria, 
born  in   1836,  died  unmarried  in  1888. 

Patrick  K.  Delaney  accpiired  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  "and  the  newsi^ajjers," 
as  he  says,  which  shows  hap])ily  that  he  has 
never  "finished"  his  studies.  On  laying 
aside   his    class    books    he   secured   a    position 
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with  William  ralmcr  &  Sons,  who  had  a  gen- 
eral store  in  I'lattsbury  and  an  extensive  mill- 
ing business.  With  them  he  remained  three 
years,  then  opened  a  restaurant  in  the  Platts- 
burg  &  Montreal  station,  whieh  he  eonducted 
for  two  years.  From  1S55  to  1862  he  was  en- 
gaged in  business  connected  with  Western  im- 
migration as  ticket  agent  in  the  same  railway 
station,  and  in  the  latter  year  accepted  an  ap- 
pointment as  First  Lieutenant  and  Quarter- 
master of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth 
New  York  Infantry,  retaining  his  position 
two  years.  After  the  battles  of  Drewry's 
]?luff  and  Cold  Harbor  in  1864  he  was,  for 
meritorious  services  in  the  field,  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Captain  and  Assistant  Quarter- 
master, and  assigned  to  the  First  Division  of 
the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps.  At  that  time 
the  division  was  commanded  by  Brigadier- 
general  T.  -S.  Brooks.  .Soon  after,  15rooks  was 
relieved  by  General  .Stannard,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded  at  the  assault  on  Fort  Harri- 
son, in  September,  1864,  after  which  the 
division  was  commanded  by  General  Charles 
Devins,  who  remained  in  comm;uuI  until  the 
division  was  disbanded,  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  in  1865. 

Captain  Delaney  performed  the  duties  of 
Quartermaster  to  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
remained  in  service  until  November,  1865, 
when,  upon  his  own  request,  he  was  mustered 
out,  owing  to  the  close  of  tlie  war. 

He  handled  large  amounts  of  property  and 
money  for  the  government,  and  holds  a  re- 
ceipt of  non-indebtedness  to  the  Department, 
together    with    an    honorable    discharge,    for 


which  he  is  thankful,  and  has  a  right  to  be 
prouil. 

At  the  surrender  of  Richmond,  Va.,  on 
April  3,  1865,  General  Charles  Devins  as- 
sumed command  of  the  cit\';  and  Captain 
Delaney  by  order  took  possession  of  the  !'"red- 
ericksburg  &  I'otomac  Railroad  depot  and 
its  effects,  also  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad 
and  its  effects,  and  numerous  other  properties 
in  the  city.  Those  depots  contained  large 
quantities  of  cotton  and  tobacco.  He  also 
had  the  pleasure  of  recei|iting  for  General 
I^ee,  Headquarters  Team. 

He  establishetl  his  headquarters  at  Rich- 
mond, at  the  office  of  the  Fredericksburg  & 
Potomac  Railroad.  Upon  receiving  the  keys 
for  numerous  large  safes  and  offices  from  the 
superintendent  then  in  charge,  !\Ir.  Ruth, 
who  was  found  to  be  a  very  pleasant  gentle- 
man, opened  a  few  of  the  safes,  which  con- 
tained large  ((uantities  of  Confederate  scrip 
in  denominations  of  from  fi\e  dollars  to 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  Captain,  step- 
ping back  quickly,  requested  Mr.  Ruth  to 
close  the  safes  at  once,  stating  he  felt  the 
responsibility  of  taking  charge  of  so  much 
money.  Mr.  Ruth  smiled,  and  stated  he  did 
not  believe  the  responsibility  would  keei)  him 
awake  nights. 

While  serving  as  Quartermaster  to  the 
One  Hundred  and  ICighteenth  Regiment,  he 
had  the  respect  of  all  the  officers  and  men. 
I'lven  at  this  late  date  many  of  the  old  sol- 
diers of  the  One  Hundred  and  ICighteenth 
Regiment  claim  he  was  as  a  provider  seconil 
to  none  in  the  service.*    After  being  mustered 
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out,  he  was  brevctted   Major  in  the  volunteer 
service. 

After  the  war  he  was  ;;iven  the  choice  of 
two  responsible  [)ositions  —  tlie  charge  of  six- 
teen counties  in  the  Freetlnien's  Bureau  or 
the  position  of  Ouartermaster  of  a  division  on 
the  Rio  Grande;  but  he  declined  both.  He 
had  his  accounts  audited,  and  at  his  own  re- 
cpiest  received  an  honorable  discharge,  and 
now  holds  a  receipt  certifying  his  non-indebt- 
edness to  the  Department.  Returning  to 
Plattsburg,  he  enteretl  on  a  mercantile  career, 
and  was  jirosperously  engaged  in  the  coal  trade 
and  grocery  business  for  fifteen  years. 

A  stanch  Democrat  from  the  time  of  his 
first  appearance  at  the  polls,  he  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan  in 
1856.  He  was  appointed  Special  Inspector  of 
Customs  during  President  Cleveland's  first  ad- 
ministration, and  was  in  office  somewhat  over 
four  years.  Then,  when  the  administration 
changed,  he  retired;  and  in  June,  i<Sg3,  he 
was  again  appointed,  and  is  now  busy  in  the 
discharge  of  liis  duties.  He  has  served  the 
government  faithfully  tor  many  years,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  reliable  men  in  tlie  United 
States  service. 

Captain  Delaney  was  married  to  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Thomas  I'^gan,  of  I-'ranklin 
County,  New  York,  in  1854;  anil  three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  two  of  whom 
have  passed  from  earth.  The  other,  a  son, 
named  lylward,   is  living  in  Plattsburg. 

Captain  Delanc)'  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  Walter  H.  Benedict  Post,  No.  366,  Grand 
Armv  of  the  Repuldic,  of  Plattsburg,  and  held 


the  position  of  Ouartermaster  for  two  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Literary  Clidj  of  the 
Gibbons  Institute  at  Plattsburg,  in  whose 
rooms  he  may  frequently  lie  found.  He  is  a 
Catholic  in  religious  belief,  and  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  building  of  the  Church  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist. 


-^AMES  B.  HURLP:Y,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Hurley  Brothers,  proprie- 
tors (jf  the  American  Hotel  at  Lake 
Placid,  in  the  town  of  North  Elba,  lissex 
County,  N.Y. ,  was  born  in  Kecne  Centre, 
N.Y. ,  a  few  miles  distant  from  his  present 
home,  on  May  14,  1S71.  He  is  a  son  of 
Matthew  and  Johanna  (R}'an)  Hurley,  both 
natives  of  County  Limerick,  Irelanil,  and  is  a 
grandson  of  John  Hurley,  who  was  an  honest 
peasant  of  Doon  Parish. 

John  Hurley  married  Margaret  Kennedy, 
and  reared  two  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Johanna,  wife  of  John  Smea,  who  sjient  her 
life  in  her  native  land,  dying  in  1885  at  the 
age  of  si.\t\-five;  Anna,  wife  of  Thomas 
Sweeney,  who  also  remained  in  Ireland,  dying 
in  midtlleage;  Matthew  and  James,  wlio  came 
to  this  country  together  about  thirty-eight 
years  ago;  and  Bridget,  who  was  the  first  of 
the  family  to  seek  a  home  in  America,  the 
land  "where  there  is  bread  and  work  for  all." 
.She  was  the  housekeeper  for  her  two  brothers 
when  the}'  first  came  to  tliis  counti'\',  and  is 
now  living  in  Keene,  a  childless  widow.  Her 
husband  was  Timothy  .Slattery,  a  well-to-do 
farmer  of  that  town. 
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Matthew  Hurley  was  born  in  Doon  I'arish, 
County  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  August,  1833. 
In  1S5S,  with  his  brother  James,  he  started  for 
America  in  a  sailing-vessel  ;  ant!  after  a  rough 
and  tedious  voyage  of  six  weeks  and  two  days 
they  landed  in  Quebec,  [jenniless  but  strong 
and  hopeful.  They  soon  found  work  in  a  roll- 
ing-mill in  Keeseville,  N.Y. ,  and  afterward 
in  a  rolling-mill  in  Westport.  Their  next 
venture  was  the  purchase  of  some  three  hun- 
clreil  acres  of  parth'  im[)roved  land  in  Keene; 
and,  working  together  in  admirable  harmony, 
they  soon  had  a  good  farm  in  a  flourishing 
condition  and  free  from  tlebt,  though  they  paid 
very  little  money  when  they  made  their  pur- 
chase. Matthew  Hurley  also  engaged  in  the 
meat  business,  raising  and  slaughtering  stock 
himself,  and  supplying  customers  in  Keene 
Valley,  Au  Sable  Forks,  and  Jay.  Uy  honest 
toil  and  strict  attention  to  business  he  accum- 
ulated some  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  lie  met 
with  but  one  business  disaster  during  his 
career,  |)urchasing  the  Mount  Porter  House, 
a  summer  resort,  and  failing  to  make  it  pay. 
Actively  interested  in  politics,  he  was  at  first 
a  Democrat,  later  a  Repid^lican,  and  was  As- 
sessor of  Kecnc  some  fifteen  years.  He  died 
May  6,  1892,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine.  His 
grave  is  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Au  Sable 
I'orks. 

Mr.  Matthew  Hurley  was  married  in  1863 
to  Mary  Carey,  of  Keene,  who  died  about  a 
year  later,  leaving  one  daughter,  Maggie,  now 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Madden,  of  Jay.  On  May 
7,  1866,  the  father  was  united  in  marriage 
with   Johanna    Ryan,    daughter   of    Martin    and 


Catherine  (Ryan)  Ryan,  who  were  people  in 
humble  circumstances  living  in  County  Limer- 
ick, Ireland.  They  died  in  miildle  life,  Mr. 
Ryan  at  the  age  of  fifty,  his  wife  at  the  age  of 
forty-five,  having  reared  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  arc  now  living.  Cornelius  Ryan  lost 
his  life  in  a  Nevada  mine  disaster  when  Init 
twenty-two  years  of  age;  Patrick  is  a  boot  and 
shoe  dealer  in  Mineville,  N.  \'.  ;  Thomas  is  a 
policeman  in  San  h'rancisco,  Cal.  ;  Ilonora, 
who  has  never  left  her  native  land,  is  the  wife 
of  Patrick  Bray;  and  John  also  remains  in  the 
land  of  his  forefathers.  Johanna  (Mrs.  Hur- 
ley) sailed  for  this  country  in  1861,  bravely 
enduring  the  hardships  of  a  voyage  of  five 
weeks  and  three  days  in  an  emigrant  shij), 
which  finally  anchored  in  Xew  York  Harbor. 
.She  is  a  capable  and  industrious  woman,  to 
whose  invaluable  help  and  counsel  is  attribu- 
table much  of  her  husband's  success.  Mr.  and 
;\Irs.  Matthew  Hurley  were  the  jxirents  of  six 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
others  are  located  as  follows:  liridget  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Devlin,  a  farmer  in  Jay,  and 
has  four  children;  Katie,  a  charming  young 
lady,  is  one  of  the  workers  in  the  home  estab- 
lishment; and  James,  John,  and  Matthew  are 
the  joint  pro|.)rietors  of  the  American  Hotel. 

James  P.  Hurley  receivetl  a  common-school 
education,  and,  having  a  natural  talent  for 
mathematics,  became  a  good  accountant  with- 
out any  special  training  in  that  line.  After 
the  death  of  his  father  he  and  his  brothers 
took  charge  of  the  farm  and  the  meat  business 
until  they  sold  the  farm,  when  he  closed  up 
the    business    and    removed    to    Saranac    Lake, 
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there  entering  tlie  employ  of  D.  Lohnas,  a 
meat  dealer.  In  August,  1S93,  the  three 
brothers  puiehased  for  two  thousand  dollars 
•the  huul  on  which  the  American  Hotel  stands. 
Shortly  after,  they  erected  the  hotel,  a  substan- 
tial thiee-story  buildinj;  of  thirty  rooms;  and 
here  in  tlie  summei-  season  tliev  have  all  the 
trade  they  can  attenti  to,  often  feeding  one 
hundred  and  eighty  guests  at  a  time  and  lodg- 
ing forty.  Each  member  of  the  family  takes 
a  lively  interest  in  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  gives  heart  and  hand  to  his  or  her 
specialty,  all  working  together  in  unbroken 
harmony,  the  result,  it  is  needless  to  say,  be- 
ing a  marked  success.  Mrs.  Johanna  Hurley, 
though  advanced  in  years,  is  one  of  the  most 
active  of  the  numjjer.  Her  son  James,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  the  book-keeper  and 
business  manager,  is  a  gentleman  of  pleasing 
address,  well  fitted  for  his  jxisition.  A  good 
livery  is  attached  to  the  hotel. 

Mr.  James  B.  Hurley  was  married  Novem- 
ber 2S,  1894,  to  Miss  Nellie  Murdock,  of 
Middiebury,  Vt. ,  daughter  of  William  and 
Rosa  (Campbell)  Murdock,  the  former  a 
Scotchman,  the  latter  a  native  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  » Murdock,  who  is  a  carpenter,  is  now 
li\ing  with  his  wife  in  West  Kutland,  Vt. 
He  has  two  sons  —  Andrew,  who  is  married 
and  lives  in  Cliicago,  111.  ;  and  John,  unmar- 
ried, who  is  in  West  Rutland. 

Mr.  Hurley  is  independent  in  politics, 
favoring  the  Rejjublican  ]iarty.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  C.  M.  15.  A.  Society.  In  religious 
belief  the  family  are  all  consistent  Roman 
Catholics. 


i/as 


ASHINGTON  CHASE,  editor  and 
liro])rietor  of  the  Adirondack  Nc-;us, 
published  at  Newcomb,  h^sse.x  County,  N.  Y., 
was  born  in  this  town,  January  25,  1X45.  He 
comes  of  New  lilngland  ancestry,  his  father, 
Daniel  C.  Chase,  having  been  born  at  I'"ishers- 
field,  N.H.,  ]'~ebruary  38,   1S16. 

libenczer  Chase,  Daniel's  father,  w'as  en- 
gaged in  school  teaching  for  several  years  in 
the  Granite  State,  where  he  dietl  in  early  life, 
leaving  his  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sarah  Cheney,  with  seven  children.  She  was 
a  woman  of  great  force  of  character,  mentally 
and  [physically  strong,  and  outlived  her  second 
husband,  Mr.  Crawfortl,  a  long  time,  dying  at 
Schroon  Lake  in  1891,  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety-six  years. 

Daniel  C.  Chase  chose  a  farmer's  occupation 
as  his  life  work,  carrying  it  on  in  Newx"omb, 
where  he  lived  for  over  fifty  }-ears,  owning 
and  occu|iying  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres. 
He  married  a  I\Iiss  Malinda  Bissell,  wdio  was 
born  in  Shorehani,  Vt.,  in  1S19,  their  nuptials 
being  celebratetl  in  1840.  Both  Daniel  C. 
Chase  ami  his  wife  attained  a  ripe  age,  her 
death  occurring  on  the  home  farm,  May  6, 
1887,  his  on  March  18,  1895.  They  were 
the  ]iarents  of  eight  children,  seven  being  boys, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Frank- 
lin, occujiving  a  ])ai't  of  the  old  homestead; 
Washington;  and  Judson,  also  a  farmer  on  the 
old  home  farm.  The  father  was  a  man  of 
more  than  *  usual  ability  and  intelligence, 
highly  respected  for  his  sterling  integrity  in 
principle  and  [jractice.  He  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican,  but    very   ])opular    with    all    classes, 
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serving  the  county  as  Coroner,  Justice  of  the 
Sessions,  and  Supervisor  uf  Nevvcomb  for  four- 
teen years,  being  the  choice  of  Ijoth  paities. 
]-!oth  he  and  his  wife  were  faitliful  members  in 
the  Methodist  church.  11  is  brother.  Captain 
Jolm  W.  Chase,  of  Urantlon,  \'t.,  was  a  gallant 
Union  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
having  command  of  a  comiiany,  which  he 
raised,  in  the  Second  Vermont  ]]atter\'.  He 
was  much  esteemed  b)'  the  men  in  the  ranks  as 
well  as  by  his  superior  officers,  who,  as  a  testi- 
monial of  his  \'al(ii'  and  woith,  presented  him 
with  a  gold  watch  costing  over  three  hundred 
dollars.  This  valualsle  relic  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  nephew,  Washington,  who 
was  one  of  his  closest  friends. 

Washington  Chase  acquiied  a  substantial 
education  in  his  eailier  days,  also  becoming 
well  ac(]uair]ted  in  a  practical  way  with  the 
science  of  agricidture.  lie  liwil  on  the  |iaren- 
tal  homestead  until  his  mairiage,  in  icSji, 
to  Miss  Julia  I"..  Howen,  a  native  of  Wayne 
County,  New  York.  After  a  happy  unicjn  of 
seventeen  years  Mrs.  Chase  jiassed  to  the 
higher  life  in  April,  i  >S,S,S,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren—  Maud  I'].,  now  a  young  lady  of  fifteen; 
and  llaii)'  L.,  a  thriving  boy  of  twelve  years. 
Mr.  Chase  formerly  taught  school,  and  lias  been 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  more 
than  a  score  of  years,  carrying  on  a  prosperous 
trade  in  the  only  drug  store  in  the  business 
part  of  llie  town  of  Ncwcomb,  where  he 
settled  in  1S76,  coming  from  Tahawus,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  that  place,  he  served  as  Postmastei', 
and     for    over     four    years    as    agent    for    the 


Hon.     Stejihen      Griflin,     then     a     prominent 
lumber    dealer.  " 

Since  liecoming  a  permanent  citizen  of  New- 
comb,  Mr.  Chase  h.as  sei'ved  as  Postmaster  fot 
over  si.xteen  years,  and  sevei'al  }'ears  as  Coioner, 
Justice  of  the  Sessions  and  Notary  Public  foi" 
Esse.x  County,  and  for  live  )'ears  represented 
his  town  as  .Su|)ervisi)r.  He  was  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  twelve  years,  an  office  to  which 
he  was  again  re-elected  but  in  which  he 
positively  declined  to  serve,  has  been  dele- 
gate to  State  conN'cnlions,  also  several  county 
conventions,  and  lilleil  many  other  positions  of 
trust,  anil  is  the  pi'csent  Town  Clerk.  In 
addition  to  othei'  enterpiiscs,  Mi'.  Chase  has 
conducted  for  a  long  time  a  general  job  print- 
ing liusiness,  having  invented  his  first  ]irinting- 
press,  whicli  was  constructed  entirely  of  wood; 
and  in  1S95  he  establislied  the  Adirondack 
AVzlV,  a  six-column  paper,  ])ublished  weekl\', 
giving  the  general  local  news  and  a  irsini/r  of 
the  current  items  of  interest.  He  is  a  warm 
advocate  of  the  piiiuiples  promulgated  b)-  the 
Rep)ublican  jiart)'. 


B 


ARUJS  H,  SOCIRl'.S,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  anti  con\'eyancer,  of  Scliioon 
Lake,  a  \illage  in  I'lssex  County, 
N.Y.,  was  burn  in  the  town  of  .Schroon, 
April  30,  i>S39,  son  of  Darius  and  Sus.an 
(Seaman)  Squires. 

His  great-grandfather  emigrated  from  luig- 
land  many  years  ago  aiul  settled  in  X'crmont. 
He  had  three  sons —  Darius,  .Sr.  ;  Handy;  and 
Abner.        Handy    settled    in    Ohio,    Abner    in 
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New  Hampshire;  and  Darius,  Sr. ,  grandfather 
of  the  subjeet  of  this  sketch,  settled  in 
Schroon  in  1821.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  an  occupation  which,  like  man}'  others 
in  the  early  half  of  the  century,  he  followed  in 
connection  with  farming;  and  he  became  a 
\'ery  prosperous  man,  owning  two  good  farms 
in  Schroon.  lie  resided  ujion  Charley  Hill 
in  that  town  for  many  years,  but  died  in  Ver- 
mont at  the  age  of  si.\ty-fi\'e.  He  was  consid- 
ered an  eccentric  man,  being  an  original 
thinker  ;ind  argumentative.  He  was  a  Baptist 
in  his  religious  views  and  very  conscientious. 
He  married  Martha  Lyman,  of  Hague,  Warren 
County,  N.Y.,  and  reared  a  family  of  nine 
children,  all  of  whom  have  passed  from  earth. 
Mrs.  Martha  L.  Scpiires  survived  her  husband 
several  years. 

Darius  Squires,  son  of  Darius,  Sr. ,  and 
Martha,  was  born  in  Orwell,  \'t.,  in  1815. 
He  moved  with  his  parents  from  Vermont  to 
Essex  County,  N.\'.,  and  settled  upon  Charle}' 
Hill  in  Schroon,  where  he  followed  agricult- 
ural ]inrsuits  with  energy  and  success.  He 
married  in  1838,  Susan  Seaman,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  daughter  of  Bartlett  Seaman  ;  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  as 
follows:  Darius  H,,  of  Schroon  Lake;  Helen, 
who  married  Charles  A.  Hurzee,  and  died  in 
1893,  leaving  two  children;  Milo  S.,  of  Kan- 
.sas  City,  Kan.  ;  iMcd  H.,  who  resides  at  the 
homestead  in  Schroon;  Carson  C,  a  resident 
of  Schroon;  and  Louisa,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  nine  years.  The  father  died  in  i8gi  ;  and 
the  mother,  who  is  now  seventy-two,  is  resid- 
intr  at  the  home  farm  on  Charlev  Hill. 


Darius  R.  Squires  attended  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  resided  at  home, 
assisting  in  the  farm  duties  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  then  bought  his 
time  and  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering 
for  some  fifteen  years,  when  he  relincpiished 
those  occupations  and  moved  to  Long  Lake, 
Hamilton  County,  where  he  became  prominent 
in  public  affairs  and  was  for  nine  years  busily 
employed  in  imjiortant  official  jiositions.  He 
served  with  ability  as  Insjicctor  of  Elections, 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Assessor  and  Collector, 
Constable,  Highway  Commissioner,  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace;  and,  while  a  resident  there,  he 
acted  as  a  Trustee,  class  leader,  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church.  Since  his  return  to 
Schroon  he  has  lieen  called  to  serve  as  In- 
spector of  Elections,  Constable,  Chairman  of 
the  Town  Committee,  Justice  of  Sessions,  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  now  conducting 
a  profitable  legal  business,  in  which  he  has 
become  proficient  through  his  own  exertions 
and  natural  cajiacity  for  study.  He  occiqiies 
a  comfortable  and  jileasant  residence,  which  he 
built  in  1878;  and  he  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
law  library. 

C^n  November  10.  1863,  Mr.  Squires  was 
married  to  Phehe  E.  ('atlin,  of  Ticonderoga, 
daughter  of  Daniel  15.  Catlin,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  that  town.  Mr.  Catlin  was  the 
father  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Mrs.  Squires;  and  Mrs.  Laura 
Cole,  of  Long  Lake.  He  sur\'ived  his  wife 
some  years,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 

Mr.    and   Mrs.    Squires  have  had  three  chil- 
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dren,  and  have  been  called  to  part  with  two,  as 
follows:  Anna,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
years;  and  Frances,  who  married  Cyrus  War- 
ren, a  mechanic  of  Schroi)n,  and  died  March 
1 3,  I S94,  aged  twenty-seven  years.  The  sur- 
vivins;-  daughter,  Alida  E.,  married  Leon  Mur- 
ilock,  of  Schroon,  and  has  two  children. 

Mr.  Squires  is  an  active  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party.  lie  has  been  a  delegate 
to  the  State  convention  and  twice  to  the 
county  conventions,  and  is  now  a  School 
Trustee.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  has  been  a  vestryman  and 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 


"KNRV  E.  GILLESPIE,  druggist, 
carrying  on  an  extensive  business  at 
Au  Sable,  is  a  n;iti\e  of  the  Empire 
State.  He  was  i)orn  March  12,  1856,  in  the 
town  of  Madrid,  .St.  Lawrence  County,  wliere 
his  father,  James  I.  Gillespie,  who  was  born 
and  bred  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  countiy 
when  a  young  man,  settled  in  1850.  In  tiiat 
town  the  greater  part  of  his  father's  life  was 
spent.  He  married  and  reared  three  children, 
namely:  Marilla  V.  ;  William  J.;  and  lleiuy 
V..,  the  special  sui)ject  of  this  brief  biogra|)liy. 
Henry  E.  Gillespie  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  subsequently  going  to 
I'lattsburg,  Clinton  County,  where  he  was  for 
a  time  employed  as  an  operator  in  the  W'estern 
Union  Telegrajih  office.  Leaving  that  posi- 
tion, he  became  clerk  and  ticket  agent  for  the 
Dehuvare  &  Hudson  Canal  Company  in  their 
office  at    Salem,    Washington   County,    remain- 


ing there  also  ai)out  a  )'ear.  In  April,  1-S75, 
he  entered  his  elder  iirotlier's  diaig  store  at 
Au  -Sable,  I'ontinuiiig  there  eigiiteen  months. 
Mr.  Gillesiiie  subseciuently  became  book- 
keeper for  the  I'eru  .Steel  and  Iron  Cominmy, 
and  in  i  S/S  was  a])])ointed  agent  of  the  Dela- 
ware &  Huds<:in  Company's  business  at  Au 
Sable.  The  following  year  he  gave  that  up  to 
enter  into  partnership  with  his  lirother,  Will- 
iam J.,  in  the  drug  l)usiness  at  this  place, 
under  the  firm  name  of  W.  J.  Gillespie  & 
Brother.  Under  their  sagacious  management 
the  l)usiness  jirospered  so  well  that  at  the  end 
of  the  first  year  they  addetl  a  wholesale  de|)art- 
ment.  A  year  later,  in  1SS2,  tiiey  opened 
a  liranch  store  at  lilooniingdale,  in  the  north- 
west part  of  ]'"s.se.\  County,  continuing  until 
the  firm  dissidved  in  1886,  the  senior  partner 
taking  the  branch  ;it  Bloomingdale,  while  Mr. 
Gillespie  retained  the  original  store.  In 
1887,  however,  Mr.  Gillespie  bought  out  iiis 
brother's  store;  and  the  same  year  he  sold 
a  poition  of  the  business  to  Titus  &  Towne,  re- 
taining :i  contr(dling  interest,  which  he  still 
holds.  In  188S,  with  characteristic  enterprise, 
Mr.  Gil]es]Me  [lurchased  Smith  &  I'rime's 
wholesale  and  retail  business  and  removed  to 
his  |iresenl  fine  location.  Tiie  [iractical  capa- 
bility of  Mr.  (lillespie  is  best  illustrated  by 
the  fact  that  the  first  year's  business  was  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars,  and  that,  in  spite  of  tiie 
recent  panic,  it  has  continually  increased 
until  now  he  has  an  amiual  wholesale  and  re- 
tail trade  of  four  times  that  amount. 

In    politics   Mr.  (iillespic    is  a  decided    Re- 
publican, taking  an  active    interest  in   the  sue- 
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cess  of  his  party,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for 
official  honors,  althougli  he  has  served  for  two 
or  three  years  on  the  County  Committee.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being 
Master  of  Tahawus  Lodge,  No.  /go,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Au  Sable.  Mr.  Gillespie  and  Lucy 
IL  Stickney,  daughter  of  luhvard  Stickney,  of 
this  town,  were  married  on  June  lO,  i8S6;  and 
they  have  one  child  living,  James  E.  Gillespie. 


RLANDO  KELLOGG,  the  well- 
known  and  popular  proprietor  of  the 
Windsor  Hotel  in  Elizabethtown,  was 
born  at  the  old  Kellogg  homestead,  December 
i.S,  1S39,  son  of  the  Hon.  Orlando  Kellogg. 
His  education,  commencing  in  the  common 
schools  of  Elizabethtown,  was  continued  at  the 
Keesevillc  Academy,  and  completed  with  a  two 
years'  course  at  the  Wisconsin  University  in 
ALidison,  Wis.  In  young  manhood  he  entered 
mercantile  pursuits  as  a  clerk  in  the  general 
store  of  S.  W.  Parks,  in  Jamestown,  Chautau- 
(jiia  County,  N.  Y.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
he  resigned  this  position,  in  order  to  accept  an 
appointment  as  assistant  in  the  Essex  County 
clerk's  office.  In  1861  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  muster-roll  de[)artment  of  the 
paymaster's  general  office,  Washington,  D.C., 
in  which  capacity  he  remained  until  1865, 
when  he  returned  to  Elizabethtown.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  company  with 
William  Simonds,  under  the  firm  name  of  Si- 
monds  &  Kellogg,  con.ducting  the  Mansion 
House  in  such  a  liberal  and  progressiw  man- 
ner as   to  make   it  a   most    iirofitable    xx'iiture. 


In  1876  Mr.  Kellogg  opened  the  Windsor 
Hotel,  which  at  that  time  was  but  a  small  puli- 
lic  house  compared  to  its  present  size.  It  im- 
mediately became  popular  with  the  pleasure- 
seeking  and  travelling  public.  It  was  patron- 
ized so  liberally  that  before  long  he  was 
obliged  not  only  to  enlarge  the  building,  but 
to  add  the  Windsor  Cottages  as  an  annex. 
His  management  of  the  Windsor  was  at- 
tended with  such  success  that  he  decided  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  energies  to  that 
enterprise,  and  he  accordingly  sold  his  interest 
in  the  Mansion  House. 

The  Windsor  is  delightfully  situated  at 
the  foot  of  the  Adirondack  Mountains,  on  the 
road  to  the  famous  Saranac  Lake  region.  In 
the  purity  of  its  air  and  the  beauty  of  its 
scenery  there  are  few,  if  any,  more  favored 
spots  in  North  America.  The  hotel  is  pro- 
vided with  all  motlern  conveniences  for  the 
comfort  of  its  guests,  such  as  electric  appli- 
ances, broad  verandas,  reading-room,  music 
and  dancing  room,  sjilendid  livery  accommoda- 
tions, with  abundant  facilities  for  hunting, 
fishing,  and  driving;  while  the  cuisine  is  un- 
surpassed for  both  its  quality  and  .service.  As 
a  hotel  man  Mr.  Kellogg  is  alive  to  the  wants 
of  his  guests  and  their  entertainment,  know- 
ing well  that  perfect  satisfacticju  is  the  key  to 
their  future  patronage.  His  constant  and  suc- 
cessful efforts  to  this  cud  have  made  him 
deservedly  pojnilar.  He  owns  and  cultivates 
a  farm,  from  which  he  supplies  the  house  with 
dairy  products  and  x'cgetablcs.  A  line  of 
tally-ho  coaches  convey  guests  from  Westport 
through  the  uates   of   the  Adiroiulacks.      Com- 
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munication  with  the  busy  world  is  maintained 
by  several  dail)'  mails;  and  there  arc  tele- 
graph, express,  and  railroad  ticket  offices  in  the 
lion.se.  In  the  winter  of  1889  iMr.  Kellogg 
undertook  the  management  of  the  Seville 
Hotel  in  Seville,  Fla.  ;  but,  although  he  was 
fairly  successful,  he  prefers  the  Adirondack 
region  as  a  business  location. 

Mr.  Kellogg  married  Helen,  a  daughter  of 
William  Simonds,  his  former  partner  in  the 
Mansion  House;  and  he  has  three  children. 
His  elder  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Charles  A. 
Ferris,  general  manager  of  the  Mansion  House 
in  Elizabethtown ;  William  S.  assists  his 
father  in  carrying  on  the  Windsor;  and  his 
youngest  child,  a  daughter,  resides  at  home. 
In  1870  he  was  appointed  E.xecutive  Clerk  of 
the  State  Senate,  a  position  which  he  very 
capably  filled  for  ele\'en  years.  He  has  served 
as  an  As.sessor  for  si.x  years,  and  was  Highway 
Commissioner  for  several  terms;  while  he  is 
a  very  populai'  member  of  Adiiondack  Lodge, 
A.  ]•■.  &  A.  M. 


<?!  RA  15.  LYON,  who  successfully  con- 
nl  ducts  general  farming  in  the  vicinit)'  of 
Lake  Placid,  was  born  in  Averyville, 
June  7,  1855,  son  of  Martin  C.  and  Amanda 
M.  (Blinn)  Lyon.  Mr.  Lyon's  ancestors  were 
residents  of  Vermont;  and  his  father  was  born 
in  Chittenden,  of  that  State,  in  181  5.  When 
a  young  man,  Martin  C.  Lyon  engaged  in 
farming,  an  occupation  which  he  followed 
until  ill  healtli  caused  liim  to  retire  from  ac- 
tive   labor.      After    that    he   resided    with    his 


daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Lusk,  at  his  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres,  situated  near  the  village 
of  Newman,  until  his  ileath,  January  30,  1896. 
He  had  been  ])rominent  in  i)ublic  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  Assessor,  Town  Clerk,  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  was  a  highly  respected  citizen. 
His  wife,  Amanda  M.,  became  the  mother  of 
five  children,  tw^o  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
and  another,  Orville  N.,  died  in  1867,  aged 
seventeen.  The  living  are:  Mary  E.,  widow 
of  Hiram  A.  Lusk,  of  Newman;  and  Ira  1?., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Lyon's 
mother  died  September  23,  1895,  aged  nearly 
seventy-nine  years. 

Ira  13.  Lyon  received  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
began  life  for  himself  as  an  Adirondack  guide, 
an  occupation  which  he  followed  for  five  sea- 
sons. When  twenty-two  years  old,  he  pur- 
chased two  hunilred  acres  of  wild  land,  which 
he  has  since  improved  into  a  good  farm,  fell- 
ing the  trees  ami  clearing  the  land  u[)on  wdiich 
his  house  and  other  buildings  now  stand.  He 
carries  on  general  fainiing  very  prosperously, 
keeping  from  three  to  five  horses  and  from 
twenty-five  to  thirt\-five  head  of  cattle.  His 
cattle  include  several  fine  cow's,  whose  yield  of 
milk  and  cream  is  a  source  of  profit  through 
the  summer  scasori.  He  also  raises  potatoes 
and  hogs,  which  lu'  markets;  and  he  kills 
several  hogs  annual  1)',  to  sujjply  a  steady  de- 
mand in  the  neighborhood.  He  has  also  spec- 
ulated in  land  with  good  results. 

On  December  31,  1S79,  Mr.  Lyon  w^as 
united  in  marriage  to  Addic  L.  Lewis.  .She 
was  born    in   Wilmington,  this  county,  daugli- 
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tei"  of  John  and  Jane  (I'orbes)  Lewis.  Her 
fatlier,  who  was  a  iirosperous  farmer,  served 
his  town  as  Assessor  and  Collcetor,  was  an 
esteemed  and  worthy  man,  and  dietl  in  1861, 
a<(ed  fort}'  years,  leaving  six  ehildren.  These 
were:  ;\nna  L.,  wife  of  Charles  Washburn,  of 
Jackson,  Minn.;  Henry,  who  died  in  Wil- 
mington, at  the  age  of  twenty-three;  Amanda, 
wife  of  hjioch  McLeoud,  of  Wilmington; 
John,  a  resident  of  Wilmington;  Addie,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  Lyon;  antl  a  daughter  who  died 
ill  iiifanc)'.  Mrs.  Lyon's  mother,  wlio  has 
reaclu-d  the  age  of  sixty-eiglit,  is  now  living 
with  her  ehildren.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon  have 
four  children;  namely,  Orville  II. ,  Sidney, 
Martin  C,  and  Ilrmy  II. 

Mr.  Lyon  is  ;i  Re])ul)lican  in  politics,  and 
has  remlered  efficient  service  to  the  commu- 
nity as  Highway  Commissioner,  and  in  other 
offices.  He  has  lived  an  industrious  and  busy 
life,  fully  earning  the  pros[3erity  he  now  en- 
joys, and  meriting  the  good  will  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen,  freel)'  given  to  him.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  I'.piscojial 
chiirc'h,  ol  whicli  he  is  also  an  active  sup[)orter 
and   a    .Steward. 


^Ol'ICSSOR  PATRICK  I'RANCIS 
HURKh:,  rriiicii)al  of  the  Tort 
Henry  High  -School,  l-^ssex  County, 
New  York,  was  born  at  Middlebury,  Vt.,  I'eb- 
ruary  25.  1845,  being  a  son  of  David  Cough- 
lin  Hiirke,  an  esteemed  resident  of  the  place. 

David    C.  Burke  was   born   and    lired    in    the 
I'arisli  of  Mallow,  County  Cork,   Ireland.      He 


was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  three  children, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  agricultural  work 
until  lie  was  twenty-nine  years  old.  Coming 
to  America  in  1839,  he  settled  at  Middlelnir)-, 
Vt.,  to  which  place  he  was  attracted,  as  he  said, 
by  the  excellent  opportunities  offered  for  edu- 
cating his  children.  Although  a  poor  man  and 
of  a  limited  education,  he  was  well  read,  and 
kept  himself  informed  on  current  events 
and  the  leading  topics  of  the  day.  He  was  a 
man  of  strong  personality,  fond  of  his  chil- 
dren and  zealous  for  their  advancement.  He 
marrieil  Miss  Mary  Flynn,  also  a  native  of  the 
Parish  of  Mallow,  by  whom  he  reared  nine 
children;  namely,  Catherine,  David  N.,  Annie 
C,  John  Penedict,  Delia  P.,  Mary  A.,  lid- 
muncl  W.,  Josejih  M.,  and  Patrick  P'rancis, 
the  latter  being  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Catherine,  the  first-born,  was  educated  at 
the  old  female  seminary  at  Middlebury,  and 
entered  the  order  of  the  House  of  Providence 
of  the  Sisters  of  C'harity  at  Pnilington,  \'t., 
when  about  sixteen  )'ears  of  age.  In  1868  she 
went  to  Walla  Walla,  Wash.  Ter.,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  her  order,  and  tliere  aided  in  erecting 
the  large  convent  school.  Going  to  Portland, 
Ore.,  about  1890,  she  became  an  assistant  at 
St.  Vincent's  Hospital,  the  largest  charitable 
institution  of  the  kind  011  the  Pacific  Coast. 
In  connection  with  her  other  labors  Miss 
Purke  has  acted  as  missionar\'  teacher  among 
the  Indians. 

David  N.  acquireil  his  education  at  th,; 
Middlebury  College,  being  graduated  from 
there  in  1867,  after  which  he  acce[)ted  tlie 
vice-principalship    of    the     high     school     and 
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academy  at  Canton,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
being  promoted  to  the  position  of  principal  in 
1868.  The  fo]]o\vin.<;-  year  tic  accepted  a  call 
to  Yates  Academy,  at  Yates,  Orleans  County, 
remaining  as  principal  for  several  years.  In 
1S74,  his  health  failing  him  under  the  con- 
tinued strain  and  close  confinement,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  professional  work  and 
take  a  needed  rest.  In  1S76  he  assumed 
charge  of  the  Mineville  sciiool,  continuing  in 
that  position  until  the  fall  of  1885,  when  he 
was  appointed,  by  President  Cleveland,  United 
States  Consul  to  Puerto  Cabello,  in  Venezuela. 
In  1887  he  was  appointed  Consul  to  Pahia, 
Hrazil,  where  he  remained  until  a  change  in 
the  administration  caused  his  removal  in 
1891.  Upon  the  return  of  his  jiarty  to  power 
in  1893,  he  was  reapjiointed  Consul  at  Per- 
nambuco,  Brazil.  Being  unable  to  endure  the 
terrible  heat  of  the  climate,  he  was  transferred 
the  ensuing  year  to  Malaga,  .Spain,  where  he 
is  still  performing  the  duties  of  Consul.  He 
has  made  a  record  for  himself  in  consular  his- 
tory, having  discharged  his  duties  with  credit 
and  honor,  both  to  himself  and  his  party.  He 
was  active  in  protecting  American  interests 
during  the  revolution  in  Brazil;  and,  when 
the  republic  was  being  formed,  his  advice  was 
sought  by  leading  men  in  the  framing  of  the 
state  government. 

Annie  C.  Burke  was  educated  at  Middle- 
bury,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  entered  the 
Convent  House  of  Providence  at  Montreal,  as 
a  novice,  taking  the  veil  three  years  later. 
.She  worked  there  for  several  years,  and  her 
death    occurred    in    that    cit)'    in     1882.      John 


Iknedict  Burke  was  graduated  from  Middle- 
bury  College  in  1872,  becoming  the  same  year 
assistant  principal  of  Yates  Academy,  contin- 
uing in  that  position  until  1874.  Ik-ing  then 
taken  suddenly  ill  with  t}phoid  fever,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Middlebury,  where  he 
died  in  September,  aged  twenty-fom-  \x'ars, 
his  death  cutting  short  a  promising  career. 
Young  as  he  was,  he  had  already  acquired  a 
reputation  for  literary  work  as  a  correspondent 
of  the  New  York  S/in  and  of  other  leading 
papers. 

Delia  B.  Burke  entered  Mount  St.  Mary's 
Convent  of  .Sisters  of  Mercy  at  Manchester, 
N.H.,  as  a  novitiate,  becoming  a  meudier  of 
the  order  in  18S2,  and  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing in  connection  with  her  religious  work. 
In  1893  she  became  Mother  Superior  of  the 
branch  at  Concord,  N.H.,  where  she  has  dis- 
played great  ability.  Mar)-  A.,  also  a  gradu- 
ate of  Middlebury  College,  was  preceptress  at 
Yates  Academy  for  two  years,  and  is  at  jires- 
ent  filling  the  same  posilion  in  the  academic 
department  of  the  Cidburn  Union  .Schoid  in 
New  York,  where  she  has  been  for  three  years. 

Mdmund  VV.  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  the  Hon.  P.  C.  McCrary  in  1891,  and 
was  admittetl  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1894. 
He  opened  an  office  at  Port  Henry,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Joseph  M.  acquired  his  education  at  Middle- 
bury, and  in  1884  was  appointed  Assistant 
Postmaster,  holding  the  position  during  I'resi- 
dent  Cleveland's  first  administr.ation.  In 
1893  he  received  the  ajjpointnient  of  Post- 
master, in  which  office  he  still  continues. 
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Patrick  F.  Burke  was  graduated  from 
Middlebury  College  with  the  class  of  iS68, 
and  nn  the  c()ni])Ietion  of  his  coui'se  became 
[irincijial  of  the  Chami>lain  yXcademy,  at 
Champlain,  Clinton  County,  subsequently  as- 
suming the  same  position  at  the  academy  in 
Royalton,  \^t.  For  four  years  Professor 
Hurke  was  ]iiincipal  of  a  union  school  and 
academy  in  Chautauqua  County,  Western  New 
York,  afterward  being  jjrincipal  of  the  Man- 
lius  Union  School  and  Academy.  Coming  to 
Port  Menry  in  1S75,  he  had  charge  of  the 
scliool  here  until  18S0,  when  he  removed  to 
Cobleskill,  where  he  had  control  of  the  union 
graded  school  until  1886,  resigning  to  accept 
the  appointment  of  superintendent  of  the  Iml- 
ian  Industrial  School  at  Allniquerqiie,  N.M. 
He  remained  in  that  institution,  which  was 
mider  the  supervision  of  tlie  government,  until 
the  summer  of  1889,  when  lie  returned  to  Port 
Henry,  where  he  has  since  most  satisfactorily 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  [iresent  respon- 
sible [lositiou.  In  1893  Professor  IJurke  re- 
ceived an  offer  of  eightee.n  hiuulied  dollars 
per  year  to  become  superintendent  of  the  city 
schools  at  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  but  declined 
the  position,  his  salary  here  l>eing  increased 
as  an  inducement  to  him  to  lemain. 

The  Professor  is  an  excellent  disciplinai'ian 
and  well  versed  in  the  science  and  art  of  suc- 
cessful teaching.  His  school  has  a  good  rank, 
and  has  fitted  many  prominent  men  for  col- 
lege. Wliile  in  New  Mexico,  Professor  Burke 
was  L'liited  .States  Disbursing  Agent  at  Al- 
l)Ut|uerque,  and  was  also  connected  with  the 
Territorial  Teachers"  Association,  in  which  he 


took  a  leading  part.  He  contributed  many 
valuable  articles  on  general  education  and  on 
Indian  topics  to  literature,  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  organizers  of  schocds  in  that 
section  of  the  country.  He  has  always  been 
prominent  in  eihicational  circles,  and  served 
as  President  of  teachers'  associations  in  l-^ssex 
and  Schoharie  Counties. 


ARCELLUS  L.  FITCII,  the  eld- 
est of  the  three  brothers  whose 
ife  sketches  are  here  given, 
prominent  business  men  of  Mooers,  Clinton 
County,  N.y.,  sons  of  James  and  Harriet 
(Perry)  I'itch,  was  born  in  this  town,  May  20, 
1838. 

The  Fitch  family  is  traced  back  by  tradi- 
tion to  Saxony,  the  town  of  I'"itclifields  in  that 
province  being  named  in  their  honor.  Some 
of  this  name  migrated  to  England  early  in  the 
sixth  century,  and  were  residents  of  the  County 
of  Essex  in  the  year  530.  It  ajjpears  that  they 
took  an  active  part  in  the  early  linglish  wars, 
and  mention  is  made  in  certain  town  records 
of  a  John  I'"itch  who  flourished  some  two  hun- 
dred years  before  Columbus  discovered  Amer- 
ica. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  cross  the  Atlantic 
was  James  P'itcli,  who  was  bom  in  Bockiug, 
England,  about  1622,  came  to  this  country  in 
1638,  and  for  seven  years  pursued  his  studies 
for  the  ministry  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Stone, 
of  Hartford.  He  was  ordained  in  1646  at 
Saybrook,    Conn.,    and    after    preaching    there 
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fourteen  years  removed  witli  the  greater  part 
of  his  church  to  Norwicli,  where  he  long  con- 
tinued his  pastoral  labors.  The  Rev.  James 
Fitch  (lied  in  1702,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty  years.  His  first  wife,  Abigail  White- 
field,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Heiu-y  Whitefield, 
of  Guilford,  Conn.,  died  in  1^)59,  leaving  five 
children;  and  he  subsequently  married  Pris- 
cilla  Mason,  daughter  of  Cai^tain  John  Mason, 
a  famous  leader  in  the  Peipiot  War,  afterward 
Major-general  of  the  .State  militia,  the  fruit 
of  this  union  being  nine  children.  Thomas 
Fitch,  of  Norwalk,  of  a  later  generation,  was 
Governor  of  Connecticut  from  1754  to  1766. 

Jabez  PTtch,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
P'itch  brothers  of  Mooers,  was  born  in  Nor- 
walk, Conn.  A  carpenter  ami  joiner  by  trade, 
he  acquired  a  reputation  for  fine  workmanship; 
and  some  of  the  churches  in  the  vicinity  of 
Norwalk  stand  to-day  as  monuments  of  his 
skill.  He  moved  to  Clinton  County,  New 
York,  some  time  previous  to  1800,  and  while 
living  here  devoted  his  time  jirincipally  to 
cabinet-making,  in  which  trade  he  was  also 
quite  an  adept.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Ikjsworth,  was  a  native  of  Tebanon, 
Conn.  She  was  the  mother  of  si.\  cliildren  — 
Ichabod,  Isaac,  David,  Jabez,  Lydia,  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Isaac  Fitch,  grandfather  of  Marcel  Ins  L. 
Fitch,  was  born  in  Columbia  County,  New 
York,  and  was  a  small  child  when  his  father 
removed  to  Clinton  County.  He  taught  school 
when  a  young  man,  and  subsequently  became 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  mercantile  pur- 
suits,   whicli    he    followed    successfully    until 


his  death  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  He 
and  his  wife,  Agnes,  daughter  of  Jabez  Churcli- 
ill,  of  Ciiamplain,  had  eleven  children,  nine 
of  whom  livetl  to  maturity;  namely,  James, 
Jabez,  Julius,  J<iel,  Matilda,  Isaac,  Maria, 
Pliny,  and  Alvah :  and  two,  Matilda  and 
Alvah,  yet  survive. 

James  Fitch  was  the  eldest  of  the  family. 
He  was  born  at  Mooers,  N.Y.,  in  1S07,  and 
in  this  town  passed  his  life.  Like  his  father, 
he  took  up  lumbering  and  mercantile  puisuits, 
and  prospered  to  such  an  extent  that  ten  )ears 
previous  to  his  death  he  was  able  to  retire 
from  active  work.  He  died  in  1890  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three.  His  wife  was  a  daughter 
of  George  Perry,  a  Scotchman,  who  lived  for 
many  years  in  Champlain,  N.Y.,  Ijeing  there 
engaged  in  farming,  lumbering,  and  milling. 
Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
I'itch,  all  of  whom  were  natives  of  Mooers 
— ■  Marcellus  L.  ;  ICmmett  M. :  Catherine  A., 
wife  of  Horatio  ]•".  Knapp,  a  prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Mooers;  Flmer  I.;  Wilmer  11.; 
and   Frank. 

Marcellus  L.  I'"iteh  aecpiireil  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  connuon  schools  of  Mooers  and  I'ort 
Edward  Institute.  He  began  his  conniiercial 
career  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  his  uncle, 
E.  P.  Francis,  at  Mooers  l-'orks,  and  two 
years  later  entered  his  father's  store,  where 
he  worked  in  the  same  capacity  until  1861. 
Enlisting  in  August  of  that  year,  he  was  com- 
missioned Second  l.ieutcmant  of  Company  H, 
Si.xtieth  New  York  V'olunteers,  his  regiment 
being  detailed  during  the  first  nine  months  ui 
service  to  guartl  the   Baltimore   &   Ohio    Rail- 
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road.  Subsequently  Lieutenant  Fitch  took 
part  in  some  of  the  most  momentous  engage- 
ments of  the  war,  including  Antietam  and  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run;  and  he  was  with 
General  Banks's  expedition  through  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley.  Me  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  First  Lieutenant,  July  25,  1862,  after  the 
battle  of  Antietam,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  service  February  21,   1863. 

Returning  home,  he  resumed  his  work  in 
his  father's  store,  remaining  until  November, 
1865,  when  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  his 
brother  Emmett;  and  under  the  style  of  M.  L. 
&  E.  M.  Fitch  the  brothers  engaged  in  lum- 
bering and  mercantile  business.  They  were 
very  successful:  and  the  partnership,  which 
has  lasted  over  thirty  years,  is  siill  unbroken. 
Marcellus  now  gives  his  attention  principally 
to  trade  in  flour  and  feed.  In  this  he  was  at 
first  associated  with  his  brother,  owning  a 
grist-mill,  where  they  were  extensively  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  flour;  but,  improved 
machinery  and  the  close  competition  of  West- 
ern firms  having  made  the  manufacture  un- 
profitable, they  discontinued  that  part  of  the 
business. 

Ill  August,  1863,  Marcellus  L.  b'itch  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Virginia  E.  Hand,  a 
native  of  ]5altimore,  Md.  They  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  have  an  adopted  son, 
who  is  now  a  practising   lawyer   in   Cazenovia, 

N.Y. 

I'olitically  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Fitch  has  effi- 
ciently tilled  several  offices  of  trust.  He  was 
Deputy  Collector  during  the  whole  of  Presi- 
dent  Cleveland's   first   administration,    and    is 


now  acting  in  the  same  capacity.  He  was 
Notary  Public  for  some  time,  was  Chairman  of 
the  School  Board  for  six  years,  and  has  re- 
cently been  electeil  for  two  years  more.  In 
November,  i860,  he  joined  Champlain  Lodge, 
No.  237,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  some  years 
later  took  an  active  part  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  Angell  Post,  No.  411,  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Mooers,  of  which  he 
is  a  charter  member.  A  representative  busi- 
ness man  of  the  county,  Mr.  Fitch  has  long 
held  the  esteem  of  his  townsmen,  his  commer- 
cial record  of  over  thirty  years  being  emi- 
nently   honorable. 


MMETT  MORRIS  FITCH,  second  son 
of  James,  was  born  February  24, 
1840.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of 
Peru,  N.Y.,  and  P'ort  Edward  Institute,  antl 
graduated  from  P^astman's  Commercial  College 
at  Poughkeepsie,  then  entering  his  father's 
store  as  clerk.  In  1861  he  organized  Company 
G,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  New  York  In- 
fantry, of  which  he  was  commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant,  though  really  filling  the  office  of 
Captain  for  six  or  eight  months.  He  was  in 
active  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being 
in  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  and  engaged 
in  the  battles  of  Sabine  Cross-roads,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Cane  River,  and  Monsora.  He  also 
went  up  the  Red  River  with  General  Banks, 
and  in  1864  was  with  Sheridan's  expedition  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  taking  part  in  the 
desijcrate  engagement  of  Cedar  Creek,  when 
Sheridan  arrived  after  his  desperate   ride   from 
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Winchester  twenty  miles  away,  and  put  new 
life  and  courage  into  the  fatigued  and  dis- 
heartened troops.  Promoted  to  the  rank  of 
First  Lieutenant,  May  1,  1.S63,  he  was  made 
Captain  on  September  i  of  the  same  year.  He 
was  at  the  Grand  Review  in  Washington  at 
tlie  close  of  the  war,  on  May  22  and  2^,,  1S65, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service 
on  October  2,  1S65.  Returning  home  broken 
in  health,  he  was  obliged  to  spend  some  months 
in  rest  and  recuperation;  and  then  the  partner- 
shii)  with  his  brother,  spoken  of  above,  was 
formed. 

Captain  Fitch  is  probably  the  largest  dealer 
in  horses  and  cattle  in  Northern  New  York. 
He  took  up  this  line  of  business  some  fifteen 
years  ago,  and  now  has  an  immense  and  well- 
ec]uipped  stable,  which  accommodates  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  horses.  He  has  often  bought 
two  hundred  horses  in  a  day,  and  it  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  for  him  to  purchase  a  hun- 
dred horses  at  a  time,  and  dispose  of  them  be- 
fore night-fall;  and  yet  his  memory  and  his 
discernment  of  the  individual  features  of  a 
horse  are  such  that  he  immediately  recognizes 
an  animal  tiiat  has  once  passed  through  his 
hands,  even  though  it  were  years  before.  His 
practised  eye  discovers  almost  at  a  glance  the 
faults  and  good  qualities  of  a  horse,  and  his 
judgment  is  recognized  and  deferred  to  among 
the  traders  of  the  Canadian  border.  He 
winters  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
horses,  and  in  the  spring  usually  has  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  also  keeping  some  two 
hundred  head  of  cattle. 

Captain  Fitch  owns  several  farms,  aggregat- 


ing some  five  hundred  acres,  and  besides 
garden  jnnduce  raises  hay  and  oats,  cutting  in 
1895  three  hundred  tons  of  hay,  and  harvest- 
ing seventy-five  acres  of  oats;  anil  he  has  an 
extensive  trade  in  wagons,  sleighs,  and  har- 
nesses. He  is  Vice-President  of  the  shirt  and 
overall  factory  corporation  at  Mooers,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  erection  of  the  building, 
and  is  an  extensive  real  estate  owner,  his 
property  including  the  stone  building  on 
Bridge  Street,  Plattsburg,  occupied  by  Mc- 
Hattie's  furniture  factory,  and  several  farms 
in  Champlain  anti  Clinton  Counties. 

Captain  l'"itch"s  first  wife,  who  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  Asa  Hemingway,  former  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Mooers,  lived  but  a  short  time. 
His  second  wife  was  Fanny  Ellis,  daughter  of 
Loren  lillis,  a  resident  of  Cady\-ille,  N.\'., 
the  leading  lumber  man  of  the  Saranae  River. 
While  on  a  visit  to  the  Centennial  P^xposition 
in  Philadelphia,  she  contracted  a  serious  cold, 
which  eventually  caused  her  death  in  1877. 
She  left  two  daughters  —  Jennie  P".  and 
Harriet  Perry.  These  sisters  were  finishing 
their  studies  at  La  -Salle  Academy,  when  the 
younger  one,  Harriet  P.,  was  taken  ill,  and 
died  Noveniber  5,  1895,  being  then  in  her 
nineteenth  year.  Captain  I-'itch's  present 
wife  is  Martha  K.,  daughter  of  L.  W.  Pierce, 
of  Plattsburg. 

'  Politically,  Captain  I'ileii  favors  the  Hemo- 
cratic    inirty    and    though    living    in    a    strong 

I  Republican  district  he  has  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  Supervisor,  and  has  been  Assessor 
two  terms.  He  is  Marshal  of  Mount  Horeb 
Lodge,    No.    407,    A.    V.    &    A.    M.,    and    a 
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cliartcr  mcinljcr  of  Angcll  Post,  No.  411, 
(ivand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Mooers,  of 
wliicli  for  sonic  time  he  was  Comniaiuicr.  A 
member  of  the  Methodist  I^piscopal  Church  of 
Mooers,  he  has  been  a  Trustee  of  the  society, 
and  has  served  in  other  official  capacities  for 
several  years,  being  always  ready  also  to  help 
the  church  in  financial  matters. 


^CrA)/TLMER  II.  FITCH  was  born  in 
V^Vs  Mooers  in  1849.  Like  his  older 
brothers,  he  was  a  student  at  Fort  Edward  In- 
stitute, and  on  leaving  school  entered  his 
father's  store  as  clerk.  This  was  in  1869, 
when  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  the  store 
then  being  in  an  old  brick  building  that  for- 
merly stood  nearly  opposite  his  present  place 
of  business,  where  he  established  himself  two 
years  later.  Mr.  Fitch  has  been  prosperously 
engaged  in  trade  twenty-four  years.  In  1894 
his  business  had  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  was  obliged  to  enlarge  his  quarters; 
and  lie  now  occupies  the  whole  of  the  three- 
story  block,  including  the  basement.  The 
building  has  a  frontage  of  fifty  feet,  and  is 
eighty-five  feet  in  depth,  so  the  floor  room  is 
Huite  extensive;  and  a  number  of  clerks  are 
necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  purchas- 
ing public.     Hesides  efficiently  managing  this 

# 

large  establishment,  Mr.  Fitch  is  actively 
interested  in  the  shirt  and  overall  factory, 
being  President  of  the  corporation  which 
owns    it. 

In    1S70   \Vi liner    H.    P'itch  was   married   to 
Harriet  Baker,  daughter   of   Charles    Haker,  of 


.Schaghticoke,  Rensselaer  County,  N.Y.  Six- 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union,  namely: 
James  1?.,  who  assists  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  store;  Charles  W.,  who  is  study- 
ing at  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  having  graduated  from  Platts- 
burg  Academy  and  Williams  College;  and 
Clara  H.,  Willis  13.,  Perry  Ann,  and  Wilmer 
H.,  Jr,  who  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Fitch  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party;  and,  though  the  town  usually  gives  a 
majority  of  three  hundred  Republican  votes, 
he  was  elected  Supervisor  by  two  hundred  and 
forty-five  majority,  and  has  filled  the  office  for 
three  successive  terms.  He  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters  of 
Mooers,  but  has  no  other  social  affiliation,  his 
business  demanding  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  and  attention.  He  has  been  for  years  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Mooers,  serving  as  Trustee  and  as  Steward. 
Mr.  Fitch  has  accomplished  much  in  placing 
his  large  business  on  its  present  firm  footing, 
and  can  now,  with  his  promising  family 
growing  up  about  him,  afford  to  rest  on  his 
oars  and  gaze  serenely  into  the  future. 


-AMES  II.  ESTES,  a  well-known  farmer 
of  Keenc  Valley,  whose? pleasant  home 
is  a  favorite  resort  for  summer  boarders, 
was  born  where  he  now  resides,  September  23, 
1S42,  son  of  Otis  and  Rhoda  Ann  (Merrill) 
Estcs.  Mr.  Ivstes's  grandfather,  Otis  Estes, 
who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  settled  in 
Keene   at   an  early  date,  and   acquired   posses- 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


3''^3 


sion  of  the  farm,  which  is  now  occupied  by  his 
grandson.  lie  was  a  pioneer  in  that  section 
when  it  was  mostly  a  wilderness,  and  where 
he  had  to  struggle  strenuously  for  an  ex- 
istence, and  a  home  for  himself  and  family. 
lie  cleared  and  improved  a  good  farm,  which 
he  cultivated  during  the  rest  of  his  active 
period;  and  he  lived  to  see  the  primitive  sur- 
roundings brought  to  a  state  of  cultivation. 
lie  married  Jerusha  Dart,  and  both  died  in 
1843.  They  were  upright.  Christian  people, 
being  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Otis  Kstes,  father  of  Mr.  Estes,  was 
born  in  Keene  in  18  14.  He  followed  farming 
with  energy  ami  industry  throughout  the  ac- 
tive period  of  his  life,  which  was  spent  at  the 
homestead:  and  he  died  June  18,  1892.  He 
was  a  man  who  possessed  many  worth}-  traits 
of  character.  He  was  an  active  church 
worker,  having  been  a  member  of  the  church 
from  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  for  a  long  period  a 
chorister  in  the  Wcsleyan  Church.  His  wife, 
Rhoda  Ann,  who  was  born  in  Schroon,  March 
29,  1 81 7,  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Rhoda 
Ann  (Lamb)  Merrill.  They  were  married  in 
Keene  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Spooner,  .Septem- 
ber 19,  1839.  She  became  the  mother  of  six 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
15.  B.  Estes,  a  resident  of  Keene  Valley,  this 
county;  Fanni?  F.,  wife  of  F..  H.  Holt,  of 
the  town  of  Essex;  Luccna  K.,  wife  of  Thomas 
Redwood,  of  Keyes  Mill,  Franklin  County; 
Diana  E.,  wife  of  Wesley  C.  Sumner,  of  New 
Haven,  Vt. ;  and  James  II.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  the  eldest.  Mr.  I'^stcs's 
mother  died  at  the  homestead,  April-  18,   1888. 


James  H.  Estes  attended  tlie  common 
schools  of  his  native  town  as  he  grew  up  on 
the  farm.  On  August  11,  1S62,  he  enlisted 
as  a  jirivate  in  Com]>any  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighteenth  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  for  service  in  the  Civil  War.  He 
saw  a  great  deal  of  active  service,  having  been 
present  at  several  imixirtant  battles;  and  in 
the  engagement  at  Cold  Harbor  he  received 
a  serious  wounil  in  the  head  and  neck,  which 
nearly  caused  his  death.  After  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion  he  was  honorably  discharged,. 
June  27,  1865;  and  he  returned  to  the 
farm.  He  has  resided  there  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  then, 
caring  for  his  parents  during  their  declining 
years.  His  farm,  which  originally  consisted 
of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  has  been  di- 
vided into  lots  and  sold  for  summer  residences. 
He  now  owns  and  cultivates  fifty  acres,  carry- 
ing on  general  farming  witii  good  success. 
For  several  years  he  acted  as  a  guide  for  sum- 
mer tourists  and  sportsmen;  but  since  1876 
he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  summer 
boarders,  who  find  a  pleasant  and  healthful  re- 
treat at  his  comfortable  residence. 

On  December  21,  1876,  Mr.  I'.stes  was 
united  in  marriage  to  l-'lizabeth  H.  Lee,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  where  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  J.  II.  Twitchell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Estes  have  had  six  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  and  their  daughter  Josie  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  The  living  are: 
Leon  J.,  aged  seventeen,  a  student  in  l{liza- 
bethtown,  this  county;  Robert  A.,  aged  four 
years:    an<l    Ralph    W..    aged    eight    months. 
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Mr.  ]{stL's  is  :i  Repul^lican  in  politics,  and  is 
now  serving  liis  third  year  as  Assessor.  He 
is  a  comrade  of  Post  R.  W.  Livingston,  No. 
594,  Cirand  Army  of  tlie  Rcpulilic.  His  fel- 
low-townsmen esteem  him  as  an  intelligent, 
useful,  and  patiiotic  citi/en  and  a  worthy 
representative  of  an  early  pioneer  family  ol 
Essex    County. 


lARTIN  IllAVKY  O'BRIEN,  a  suc- 
cessful lawyer  of  Plattsburg,  was 
born  in  Beekmantown,  Clinton 
County,  N.Y. ,  May  i8,  1850,  son  of  Patrick 
and  I'lUen  (Brown)  O'l^rien.  Mr.  O'Brien's 
grandfather,  Martin  0']5rien,  who  was  a  native 
of  Queens  County,  Ireland,  went  to  Dui)lin 
when  a  small  boy,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
university  of  that  city.  He  then  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  and  ui-ion  his  arrival  in 
New  York  secured  a  position  as  tutor  at  an 
academy,  where  he  remained  for  five  or  six 
years,  being  compelled  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  to  resign  his  position  owing  to  fail- 
ing health.  He  then  sought  the  Adirondack 
region  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  renewed 
strength  and  \'igor,  first  going  to  the  Irish 
settlement  in  the  town  of  .Schuyler's  Falls; 
and  m  (840  he  settled  in  the  north-cast  part 
of  Beekmantown  ujjon  a  farm,  which  he  pur- 
chased <if  the  Beekmans  of  New  York  City, 
for  whom  the  town  was  named.  He  engaged 
successfully  in  farming,  and  resided  there  uiitil 
his  ileath,  which  took  place  in  1S62,  when  he 
was  seventy  years  old.  He  married  Bridget 
Ray,  a  native  of   Oueens  County,  Ireland;  and 


they  reared  a  family  of  five  children  —  Patrick, 
Catherine,   Bridget,  Martin,  and  Mary. 

Patrick  O'Brien,  father  of  Martin  II.,  was 
born  in  Dublin,  and  joined  his  father  in  the 
United  .States  three  years  after  the  latter's 
arri\al.  He  received  his  education  princi- 
[lally  in  the  schools  of  Clinton  County,  and, 
when  a  young  man,  learneil  the  trade  of  a 
machinist.  P'or  many  years  he  followed  his 
trade  in  Waterford,  N.Y'.  ;  and  he  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Nashua,  N.II.  His  wife,  Ellen  Brown, 
was  a  daughter  of  David  l^rown,  a  native  of 
County  Waterford,  Ireland,  who  came  to  this 
country  and  became  a  resident  of  East  Beek- 
mantown. She  was  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Martin  Hewey,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  Catherine  D.  ;  ]?ridget  A.  ; 
James  Emniett ;  Mary  Elizabeth;  Ella  E.  ; 
David  Edward ;  Mary  R.  ;   and  Bibiameo. 

Martin  Hewey  O'Brien  began  bis  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  Waterford,  N.  Y., 
and  after  two  years  at  the  Ihiiversity  of  Ot- 
tawa, Canada,  he  pursued  a  classical  and 
scientific  course  at  Notre  Dame  University 
in  .South  Bend,  Ind.,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated.  He  then  settled  in  Plattsburg, 
where  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Palmer,  Weed,  Gay  &  Holcomb,  and,  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  June,  1S74,  has  since 
practised  his  profession  in  •  this  village. 
While  in  the  oflRce  of  his  precejitors,  many 
responsible  duties  were  intrusted  to  him, 
which  he  discharged  with  honor  and  credit  both 
to  himself  and  the  firm;  and  since  his  estab- 
lishment in  business  he  has  secured  and  main- 
tained a  large  and   lucrative  general  law  prac- 
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tice,  including  tiie  jiost  of  solicitor  for  the 
Mutiuil  Life  Insurance  Company.  He  was 
formerly  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  since 
1884  his  affiliations  have  been  with  the  Repub- 
lican party;  but,  although  actixely  interested 
in  all  public  enterprises,  he  has  no  aspirations 
foi'  iiolitical  honors.  While  at  Notre  Dame 
University  he  was  a  member  of  the  Archcon 
fraternity,  an  order  peculiar  to  that  institute. 
(^n  -September  4,  1877,  Mr.  O'Brien  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Isabella  Harrison, 
daughter  of  George  Harrison,  of  Alexandria, 
Ontario,  and  they  have  four  sons,  namely : 
George  Harrison;  Martin  H.,  Jr.;  Patrick 
Raymon  ;  and  luhvard  ]\IacDonnelI. 


|VMAN  C.  DRAKE,  an  extensive  dealer 
in  general  merchandise,  is  numbered 
among  the  thriving  business  men  of 
Ticonderoga,  N.Y.,  where  he  has  been  estab- 
lished for  a  score  or  more  of  years.  He  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Amos  D.  Drake,  and  was  born 
July  31,  1845,  ^^  Schroon  Lake,  only  a  few 
miles  from  his  present  home. 

Amos  B.  Drake  was  a  son  of  David  and 
Sally  (Bigelow)  Drake,  and  was  born  at  Crown 
Point,  also  in  lisse.x  Count}',  on  October  6, 
181 2.  He  had  two  brothers,  Lyman  and 
Nathan ;  and  four  sisters,  two  of  whom  are 
living  in  the  West,  namely:  Olive,  witlow  of 
Charles  Necdham,  of  California;  and  Mary, 
wife  of  James  Squires,  of  Galesburg,  111. 
David  Drake  was  accidentally  killed  in  mid- 
dle life  by  a  rolling  log;  and  his  widow  sub- 
sequently   married   Charles   Fisher,   of   West- 


port.  Amos  B.  Drake  was  a  self-made  man 
in  every  sense  implied  by  the  term,  starting 
out  in  life  with  neither  purse  nor  scrip,  his 
entire  worldly  jjossessions  being  tied  u])  in  a 
red  bandanna;  but  his  willing  heart  and  cour- 
ageous spirit  were  sufficient  endowments  to 
secure  him  success.  He  went  into  the  tim- 
bered country  of  Schroon,  where  he  bee;an 
cutting  the  fragrant  pines  by  the  day;  and 
from  this  modest  beginning  he  became  one  of 
the  leading  lumbermen  of  that  vicinity,  own- 
ing one  thousand  acres  of  land  all  in  one  lot. 
In  his  early  years  he  was  a  Whig,  but  became 
a  Republican  after  the  formation  of  the  party. 
Religiously,  he  was  a  devoted  Baptist,  offici- 
ating for  many  years  as  Deacon  of  the  church. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Lucinda 
Chellis.  She  was  a  native  of  Bridport,  Vt., 
but  a  resident  of  Schroon  when  he  formed 
her  acquaintance,  their  union  being  cele- 
brated there  in  1833.  They  reared  four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  The  five  now  living  are: 
H.  B.  Drake,  retired  at  Schroon  Lake;  Sarah 
Jane,  wife  of  Edson  Herrington,  a  retired 
miller  of  Crown  Point;  Ann  I':iiza,  wife  of 
George  M.  Sawyer,  a  carpenter  and  contractor 
at  the  same  place;  Lyman  C.  ;  and  M.  C,  of 
Ticonderoga.  Both  parents  were  born  in 
181  2;  and  both  lived  about  eighty  years,  their 
deaths  occurring  within  the  last  six  months  of 
the  year  1891. 

Lyman  C.  Drake  left  the  district  school 
when  about  eleven  years  old  to  work  with  his 
father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  lumber  camp. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  the  battle 
of  life  on  his  own  account.      Procuring  a  horse 
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and  pedler's  cart,  he  stocked  it  with  linwarc  ; 
and  every  working;  day  for  the  next  five  years 
and  eleven  (hiys  Mr.  Drake  was  engaged  in 
peddling,  often  sleeping  nights  in  log  cabins, 
which  were  neither  rain-jiroof  nor  snow-proof, 
the  winter  snow  sometimes  drifting  in  on  his 
face.  He  was  cjnite  snccessfnl  in  his  house 
to  house  traffic,  accumulating  some-  money, 
which  he  wisely  ex|)ended  in  adxancing  his 
education  by  taking  a  coinse  at  the  original 
Eastman's  Business  College  at  roughkeepsie 
on  the  Hudst)n,  and  after  that  he  was  eni- 
jdoyed  for  a  year  as  a  drunnner  for  a  Troy 
boot  and  shoe  house.  Early  in  1873  Mr. 
Drake,  in  company  with  a  lirother,  went  into 
the  mercantile  business  in  Chestertown,  War- 
ren County,  where  he  continued  for  sixteen 
months. 

He  next  established  himself  as  a  tradesman 
in  Ticonderoga,  soon  taking  into  partnership 
Mr.  Charles  Haskell,  with  whom,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Drake  &  Haskell,  he  carried  on 
a  good  business  for  three  years.  Buying  out 
Mr.  Haskell,  he  continueil  alone  for  nine 
years;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  firm 
name  was  changed  to  Drake  &  Bennett,  the 
latter  being  a  member  for  a  year.  Mr.  Drake 
again  had  the  business  alone  luitil  his  brother, 
M.  C.  Drake,  came  from  Chicago,  and  as- 
sumed a  part  of  the  cares  and  responsibility, 
the  firm  name  remaining  Drake  Brothers  until 
[892,  when  the  brother  retired,  Mr.  Lyman 
C.  Drake  continuing  alone  since  that  time, 
his  business  averaging  some  sixty  thousand 
dollars  [ler  year.  His  first  store,  which  was 
of  brick,  he  erected  in  1880;  but,  his  business 


outgrowing  the  capacity  of  the  building,  he 
erected  his  present  large  brick  block  some 
four  years  later,  this  being  one  hundred  feet 
by  thirty-seven  and  one-half  feet,  three  stories 
in  height.  He  uses  the  cellar  and  first  floor 
and  a  portion  of  the  second  himself,  renting 
the  remainder. 

In  January,  1X72,  Mr.  Drake  married  Miss 
Mary  C.  ]5ennett,  daughter  of  Alvah  and 
Miranda  (Holcomb)  Bennett,  of  Ticonderoga, 
where  the  Holcombs  were  early  settlers.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Drake  first  made  their  home  in 
Chestertown,  Warren  County,  but  after  a 
short  residence  there  removed  to  Ticonderoga. 
In  1875  Mr.  Drake  built  his  commodious 
house  on  South  Main  Street;  and  here  he,  with 
his  wife  and  family,  spends  the  larger  part 
of  the  year,  passing  the  summers  at  Lake 
George,  where  in  1895  they  built  their  coscy 
cottage,  "  l'"air  View."  The  wedded  pathway 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drake  has  been  marked  by 
sorrow  as  well  as  joy,  the  angel  of  death  hav- 
ing crossed  their  threshoUl,  bearing  away  two 
of  their  little  ones,  wee  twin  daughters,  one 
an  infant,  and  Leonora  at  the  age  of  four  and 
one-half  years.  They  have  two  sons  living, 
namely:  Amos  Bennett,  a  young  man  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  was  graduated  fidui 
Eastman's  Business  College  in  1894,  under 
the  tuition  of  Professor  Douglas,  with  whom 
the  father  studied;  and  M.  V.  Drake,  a  boy  of 
fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Drake  is  a  stalwart  Republican  in  his 
liolitieal  affiliations,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for 
official  honors.  He  is  a  member  of  the  IVLi- 
sonic   fraternity,    being  a   Master   Mason,  and 
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has  not  departed  from  the  religious  faith  in 
which  lie  was  reared,  having  been  for  many 
years  Deacon  and  a  Trustee  of  the  ]5aptist 
church. 


"irX  yWII'.L  AMES,  who  for  many  years 
ll(-,  I  has  been  extensively  engaged  in 
^  ^"^  farming  and  lumbering  in  North 
Elba,  was  born  in  Piermont,  Grafton  County, 
N.M.,  September  17,  181 7,  son  of  Nathan 
and  Lydia  (W'oodbury)  Ames.  Mr.  Ames's 
grandfather,  Nathan  Ames,  who  was  a  resident 
of  New  Hampshire,  particijiated  in  the  early 
Indian  wars.  He  followed  agriculture  pros^ 
perously  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
when  he  was  eighty  years  old.  He  married 
a  Miss  Robinson,  and  reared  a  family  of  three 
.sons  and  three  daughters. 

Nathan  Ames  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Chesterfield,  this 
county,  in  182 1.  He  was  an  energetic  and 
industrious  farmer  during  his  long  jjcriod  of 
activity;  and  his  last  days  were  passed  in 
Wilmington,  this  county,  where  he  died  in 
1850,  aged  seventy-eight  years.  His  wife, 
Lydia,  became  the  mother  of  four  sons,  all 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  were  as  fol- 
lows: James  W. ,  who  became  a  farmer  in 
Ohio,  later  following  the  same  occupation  in 
Iowa,  finally  going  to  the  mining  districts  of 
Colorado,  where  he  became  wealthy,  and  died 
in  middle  life,  leaving  a  family;  Seymour, 
who  died  in  Iowa,  I'ebruary  22,  1894,  within 
one  (lay  of  his  eighty-iiintii  birthday,  leaving 
three  sons  and  two  (laughters;  John  W. ,  wIki 
went     to    California,    where    he    became    the 


owner  of  a  large  cattle  ranch  near  Sacramento, 
and  died  in  middle  life,  leaving  a  family ;  and 
Daniel,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Ames's  mother  married  for  her  second  hirsband 
William  l-"inch,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her 
son  in  North  Elba  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-two  years. 

Daniel  Ames  attended  the  district  schools 
and  resided  at  home  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old.  He  worked  as  a  farm  laborer  until 
1838,  when  he  settled  in  North  Elba.  Here 
he  engaged  in  lumbering  with  a  partner,  but 
later  conducted  the  business  alone.  He  was 
quite  successful  in  his  ventures.  He  owned 
at  one  time  one  thousand  acres  of  hnul,  fmni 
which  he  cut  and  hauled  the  timber.  In 
1851  he  settled  upon  his  jiresent  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres.  He  has  conducted  general 
farming  in  connection  with  his  lumbering 
business,  erecting  his  residence  in  1856,  and 
for  several  years  he  was  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive o|ieralors  in  that  section.  Owing  to  his 
advanced  age,  he  has  of  late  gradually  reduced 
his  business;  and,  although  he  is  still  inter- 
ested in  lumbering  to  some  extent  and  ])er- 
sonally  attends  to  the  canying  on  uf  his  farm, 
he  is  desirous  of  retiring  permanent])-  frnm 
active  birsiness  and  ])assing  the  rest  of  his 
days  in  rest  and  recreation. 

In  1839  Mr.  Ames  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Jane  Ulake,  his  first  wife,  who  was  a  nati\e 
of  New  Hampshire.  l?y  this  union  there  were 
five  children,  as  follows:  I^lward,  a  farmer  and 
lumberm:u)  of  North  I^lha;  Lydia  J.,  wife  of 
Duncan  Cameron;  M(jses,  who  died  in  1880, 
lea\ing  a  widow,  one  son,  and   two  daughters; 
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Serena,  wife  of  Joseph  Lamoy,  of  Saranac 
Lake,  having  two  children;  and  ]5yron  P., 
who  is  married  and  is  employed  at  Nahussena 
Park,  among  the  Adirondacks.  Mr.  Ames's 
first  wife  died  in  1884,  aged  sixty-five  years; 
and  in  September,  1885,  he  wedded  for 
his  second  wife  Mrs.  Nellie  (Pratt)  Sher- 
wood, of  Lewis,  widow  of  Lorenzo  Sherwood. 
She  has  one  son  by  her  first  husband, 
namely:  Lorenzo,  who  is  nt)w  living  at  Sara- 
nac Lake;  and  by  her  second  marriage  she  has 
one  daughter,  Rose  S. ,  born  in  December, 
1 886. 

Mr.  Ames  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  as 
an  able  public  official  has  rendered  valuable 
services  to  the  town.  He  was  Commissioner 
of  Highways  for  some  time.  He  resigned  that 
office  to  become  Supervisor,  a  position  which 
he  has  filled  seven  years  at  different  times; 
and  he  has  been  an  Assessor  for  several  terms. 
He  and  Mrs.  Ames  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church. 


(^TYNDREW  J.  BAKER,  owner  of  Baker 
Mountain  at  Saranac  Lake,  was  born 
in  Keeseville,  N.Y. ,  December  i, 
1840,  son  of  Milote  and  Susan  (Roberts) 
]?aker.  His  [)aternal  grandfather  was  a  farmer 
of  Grafton,  Mass.  His  father,  Milote  leaker, 
was  born  in  (Irafton  in  I S06.  A  shoemaker 
by  trade,  he  manufactured  shoes  in  Grafton 
and  Keeseville,  and  subsequently  was  in  busi- 
ness in  the  latter  ])lace,  dealing  in  cattle  and 
meat.  A  Colonel  of  the  militia,  he  was  ap- 
pointed   keeper    at    the    Clinton    State    Prison 


when  it  was  opened,  and  was  afterward  warden 
at  Sing-Sing,  hi  1840  he  located  at  Saranac 
Lake  and  erected  the  leaker  House,  one  of  the 
fiist  hotels  liuilt  in  the  Adirondack  region, 
and  which  became  a  iiojiular  resort  for  the 
tourists  of  that  day.  Mr.  ]5aker  died  in  1874, 
at  the  age  of  si.xty-eight.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  1865.  Four  children  brightened  their 
home,  namely:  Narcissa  (deceased),  who  mar- 
ried Ensign  Miller,  of  St.  Armand ;  Julia  A., 
who  became  the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Miller 
(now  deceased),  and  is  superintendent  of  the 
Adirondack  Cottage  Sanitarium;  Milote,  a 
promising  boy,  who  was  fatally  poisoned  by  a 
careless  nurse;  and  Andrew  J.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

Andrew  J.  Baker,  liaving  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  at  the  district  school, 
finished  his  studies  at  Fort  lulward  Institute. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  during  their  life- 
time, aiding  his  father,  and  subsequently  was 
extensively  engaged  in  lumbering.  For 
several  years  past  he  has  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  to  the  direction  of  the  Bakei' 
House,  which  under  his  genial  management 
has  become  even  more  popular  th;in  it  was  in 
his  father's  time.  He  owns  ovei"  si.\  lumdretl 
acres  of  land,  incluiling  Baker  Mountain. 
The  latter  place  is  a  favorite  haunt  of  toin"ists, 
who,  looking  from  its  summit,  can  feast  their 
eyes  on  one  of  the  most  beautiful  scenes  in  the 
world  —  a  wondrous  stretch  of  upland  and  val- 
ley, with  iiold  markings  of  light  and  shallow, 
and  no  less  than  si.xteen  sparkling  lakes  nest- 
ling in  the  hollows. 

Februarv    22,    1866,   Mr.   l?aker  was  married 
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to  Mary  H.,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  and 
Sarah  S.  (Gilniore)  Scott,  of  Essex,  Clinton 
County,  Mich.,  where  Mr.s.  Baker  was  horn. 
The  Hon.  Samuel  Scott,  who  was  a  native  of 
New  Hampshire,  was  in  the  Michigan  legis- 
lature several  terms.  He  died  in  Essex,  Mich., 
in  1850,  in  his  thirty- seventh  year,  leaving 
four  children,  namely:  Di".  William  D.  Scott, 
now  in  Ithaca,  Mich.;  Mary  H.,  now  Mrs. 
Baker;  Martha  I^. ,  widow  of  Moses  S.  Ames; 
and  Samuel  M.,  in  Ithaca,  Mich.  Mrs.  Scott 
subsequently  married  N.  R.  Lowe,  of  Uuplain, 
Mich.,  by  whom  she  had  two  children  —  Robert 
C,  of  Essex,  Mich.;  and  Charles  II.,  a  juds- 
perous  farmer  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.  She  died 
in  Michigan  in  i  <S'64,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  had  five  childien,  of 
whom  only  two  are  now  living — Blanche  and 
Bertha,  comely  young  ladies  of  nineteen,  who 
strikingly  resemble  each  other,  and  are  pu])ils 
in  the  Plattsburg  Normal  Scho(d.  The  first- 
born, Grace,  died  at  the  age  of  twelve;  Clara 
Louise  Kellogg  Baker  died  in  I.S82,  at  the  age 
of  nine;  and  Rali)h,  the  only  son,  died  of 
typhoid  fever,  April  18,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four.  Ralph  graduated  fmni  the  Platts- 
burg High  School  in  1891,  from  the  Normal 
School  in  1892,  taking  the  two-years'  course 
in  one  year,  and  dining  the  sunnner  of  1892 
was  clerk  at  the  Saranac  Lake  House.  In  the 
fall  he  was  elected  principal  of  the  grannnar 
department  of  the  union  free  school  at  .Sara- 
nac Lake,  and  sul)scc|uently  made  an  enviable 
record  as  a  teacher.  In  the  auliinm  of  1894 
he  resigned  his  position  and  entered  the  .Sopho- 
more   class    at    Union    College,     intending    to 


follow  his  gratluation  there  with  a  course  at 
the  Albany  Law  School.  An  aml)itious 
scholar  and  an  accom|ilished  athlete,  he  was 
also  a  gentleman  in  the  highest  sense  of  the 
word.  The  following  tribute  from  the  cap.tain 
of  the  football  eleven  of  the  college,  a  member 
of  the  Senior  class,  shows  Ralph  Baker's  stand- 
ing among  his  schoolmates:  "I  nevci"  knew  a 
man  to  enter  Union  College  antl  t:d<e  so  ]iromi- 
nent  a  position,  not  only  as  an  athlete  and 
scholar,  but  as  a  man,  who  won  the  lo\-e  of 
his  class  and  fraternity  men,  the  respect  and 
admiration  (jf  every  student,  and  the  confidence 
of  all  the  members  of  the  faculty  as  did  i\alph 
Baker.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  memliers  of 
his  class,  he  ranked  first  as  an  athlete,  among 
the  fii'st  five  in  scholarshii)  and  deiiortineiit, 
and  first  as  a  man,  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  " 
A  Uemocrat  in  ])oliticaI  affiliation,  Mr. 
Baker  stands  well  with  his  [lart}',  and  has 
served  as  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
some  twelve  years.  He  belongs  to  one  fi'ater- 
nal  organization,  the  A.  ]•".  iK:  A.  M.,  I'anking 
as  a  Master  Mason.  With  his  wife  and  family 
he  attends  the  P^iiscopal  church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bakei-  still  call  home  the  pleasant  and 
commodicjus  cottage  in  which  they  began  do- 
mestic life. 


\1TAIN    J  AMI'S    H,     PH'RCP:,    con- 
1         veyancer  of  titles  and    man  cif  affairs, 

>■ '  of  Bloomingdale,   in   the  town  of   St. 

Arniand,  was  born  in  An  .Sable,  Clinton 
County,  N.^^,  August  27,  1826,  son  of  l^arl 
antl  ()rr)-  (Woodaid)  Pierce.  !';:nl  Pierce, 
whose   biith   occurred    in   Washingt(jn    County, 
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New  York,  in  1784,  was  reared  on  a  faini,  and 
was  subsequently  engaged  in  agriculture  dur- 
ing the  greatei'  part  of  his  life.  He  was  also 
active  in  lumbering,  and  gave  some  time  to 
iron  manufacture  and  a  mercantile  l;usiness. 
The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  New 
Sweden,  in  the  town  of  Au  Sable,  where  he 
died  in  1836,  at  the  age  of  lifty-two.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Jackson,  Washington  Count}', 
N.V.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Lewis  Wood- 
ard,  a  well-to-do  farmer.  She  died  in  1859, 
in  her  seventy-fourth  year.  Mi',  and  Mi's. 
Pierce  are  buried  in  New  Sweden.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  and  they  reared 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  wh(jm 
married.  Three  are  now  living,  namely: 
Henry  1'.,  inspector  of  lumber  in  Hrooklyn, 
N.  V.  ;  luniice  O.,  widow  of  Daniel  W. 
Wright,  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  ;  and  James 
H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

James  H.  Pierce  received  a  good  education 
by  attendance  at  both  the  jniblic  and  select 
schools.  From  1842  to  1852  he  worked  as 
a  clerk  in  stores  in  Keeseville,  N.V. ,  Freder- 
icksburg, Va. ,  and  Neenah,  Wis.  In  1851  he 
started  in  business  for  hiniself  at  Neenah;  hut 
in  1852  he  came  Fast  anil  opened  a  store  in 
St.  Armand,  N.\'. ,  for  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise,  under  the  style  of  Pierce  &  Dick- 
inson. At  the  same  time  he  engaged  in  lum- 
l)ering  and  milling,  and  also  undertook  the 
nianatrcment  of  a  farni.  Messrs.  Pierce  & 
Dickinson  were  the  first  business  men  to  win 
success  in  St.  Armand.  Their  predecessor 
had  an  iron  manufactory,  which  after  three 
years'    existence   was   abandoned    in    1830.      In 


1S57  Joseph  A.  Titus  took  the  jjlace  of  Mr. 
Dickinson  in  the  firm,  and  thenceforward  the 
business  was  transacted  under  the  name  of 
I'ierce  &  Titus.  In  1862,  the  year  of  Sut- 
ler's capture  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Pierce 
joined  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment of  New  York  \'olunteers.  In  St.  Ar- 
niand  he  raised  the  men  for  Company  C,  and 
he  transported  them  to  Plattsburg  at  his  own 
expense.  He  began  to  recruit  in  July,  1862, 
and  was  mustered  in  on  Septeniber  i  of  that 
year.  He  was  in  the  service  about  two  years 
and  a  half;  and,  captured  at  Drewry's  Bluff, 
May  16,  1864,  he  spent  seven  months  of  that 
time  in  rebel  prisons  at  Libby,  Macon,  Savan- 
nah, and  Charleston.  The  prison  fare  and  the 
hardships  imposed  upon  him  undermined  his 
health  to  such  a  degree  that  he  was  obliged  to 
spend  four  months  in  the  hospital.  Wheri 
discharged  in  I'ebruary,  1865,  he  returned 
home  weakened  and  emaciated,  a  wreck  of 
what  he  was  before  enlisting.  It  was  some 
time  before  his  old-time  vigor  returned  to  hiiii. 
Mr.  Pierce  is  now  the  leading  business  man 
of  the  town,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known 
in  his  own  and  adjoining  counties.  Though 
not  a  professional  lawyer,  he  is  well  versed 
in  legal  niatters,  and  transacts  most  of  the 
legal  business  in  the  town.  He  has  acted  as 
conveyancer  for  fifteen  years. 

August  7,  1856,  Mr.  Pierce  was  married  to 
Caroline  O. ,  daughter  of  John  Lennon,  of 
Au  Sable,  and  three  children  blessed  their 
union,  namely:  James  H.,  whose  brief  life 
embraced  but  eighteen  months;  Carrie  and 
Alice  A.,  who  are  with   their  parents.      A  Re- 
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publican  in  political  belief,  Mr.  Pierce  occu- 
pies a  leading  place  in  tlie  district.  He  i.s 
now  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
St.  Armand,  having  been  a  member  of  that 
body  for  twelve  years,  has  ser\-ed  on  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  of  I-'ranklin  Count\'  for  four 
years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  As- 
sembly of  I'ranklin  County  for  three  years. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  a  Master  Mason.  He  has 
passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows;  and  in  1884  he  was  active  in 
organizing  Lennon  Post,  No.  490,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  has  been  Com- 
mander for  most  of  the  time  since.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  is  an  I-'piscopalian,  and  he 
has  been  Warden  of  the  church  in  St.  Armand 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Pieice  is  a  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence  and  ability,  and 
stands  high  in  the  consideration  of  business 
and  political  circles.  His  portrait  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 


LVIN  LEANDP:R  INMAN,  for 
some  N'ears  a  resident  of  Platlsburg, 
N.  v.,  actively  connected  with 
several  important  enterprises,  was  one  of  the 
most  esteemed  citizens  of  this  village,  his 
high  moral  principles  antl  his  sterling  ciuali- 
tics  of  character  being  recognized  by  all  with 
whom  he  was  brought  in  contact,  be  it  in  a 
business  or  social  relation.  He  was  born 
July  23,  1840,  in  the  town  of  Calway,  Sara- 
toga County,  being  the  son  of  John  T.  Innian, 
who  was  a  native  of  that  place. 


John  T.  Inman  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Inman, 
of  Galway.  He  was  a  cooper,  and  carried  on 
his  trade  in  his  native  place  for  a  while,  but 
subsequentl)'  removed  to  Lansingburg,  and 
thence  to  Ticonileinga,  where  he  established 
a  large  cooperage  business.  A  few  years  later 
he  settled  at  Ballston  S\n,  continuing  in  his 
chosen  occupation  in  that  village  until  liis 
decease,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  }'eai\s.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  w-as  Mary  Weeden, 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  Of  her  fam- 
ily histiiry  a  more  extended  account  may 
be  foLuid  in  the  Weeden  genealogy.  Mrs  In- 
man survived  her  husband,  spending  her  ile- 
clining  \ears  with  her  only  son,  Alvin  L., 
in  Plattsburg,  passing  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jnhn  T. 
Inman  had  five  children  —  Alvin  I..,  .Saiah  M., 
Susan  M.,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
Sarah  first  married  I)a\-id  R.  Smith,  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  and  after  his  death  she  became  the 
wife  of  Moses  Rose,  of  Ballston.  Susan  mar- 
ried l\obert  lulwards,  of  Saratoga,  where  she 
now  resides. 

Alvin  I,.  Inman  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Lansingburg  and 
Ticonderoga,  and,  when  a  bo)'  of  fifteen  years, 
began  to  be  self-supporting,  beginning  his 
mercantile  career  as  a  clerk  in  a  general  store 
at  Hague,  on  Lake  George.  A  year  later  he 
removed  to  Shelburne,  \'t. ,  accepting  the  |)osi- 
tion  of  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  John  Simons, 
for  whom  he  worked  six  years.  Going  thence 
to  ]5urlington,  Mr.  Innian,  who  was  a  very 
capable  and  trustworthy  young  man,  became 
book-keeper  fur  the   Champlain  Transportation 
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Company,  a  position  wliich  he  retained  six 
years.  IMtc  followini;  seven  )'ears  he  was 
general  superintendent  of  the  com]ian}'.  In 
the  fall  of  1875  Mr.  Inman  renuA'ed  to  Crown 
Point,  N.Y.,  to  aeeept  the  jiosition  of  general 
manager  of  the  Ci'own  Point  Iron  Company. 
In  iScSi  he  eame  to  Plattsburg,  being  aji- 
pointeil  general  manager  of  the  Chateangay  Ore 
&  Iron  Company,  and  continued  as  manager 
of  that  and  the  Crown  Point  Iron  Company 
also  until  1893,  when  he  resigned  to  engage  in 
liusiness  on  his  own  account.  Opening  the 
Plattsburg  Supply  .Store  in  1893,  Mr.  Inman 
engaged  in  a  wholesale  antl  retail  grocery 
business,  which  he  conducted  most  successfully 
until  his  death,  October  18,  1894,  being  one 
of  the  foremost  dealers  in  his  line  of  goods  in 
this  \dcinitv. 

In  politics  he  was  foi'merly  a  Democrat; 
but,  differing  from  the  members  of  his  party 
on  the  tariff  questions,  lie  joined  the  Rejiubli- 
can  ranks  in  1887.  Mr.  Imiian  was  one  oi 
the  organizers  of  the  Plattsburg  Light,  Ileat, 
and  Power  Comjiany,  and  for  several  years  Pres- 
ident of  tlic  company.  During  his  connection 
with  the  Chateaugay  Ore  and  Iron  Company 
the  Chateaugay  Railroad  was  extended  from  the 
compaii)'s  mines  at  L\-oii  Mountain  to  Saranac 
Lake,  thus  opening  up  the  great  North  woods, 
which  have  become  the  greatest  of  all  sunmier 
ix'sorts.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  Mr.  In- 
man was  \'ice-President  of  the  Iron  National 
Hank,  a  Directoi-  of  the  ('hamplain  Transpor- 
tation Comixmy,  also  the  Plattsburg  Light, 
Heat  and  Power  Company.  The  Poaid  of  I'.du- 
eation  counted  Mr.   Inman  among  its  members, 


as  did  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners. 
Socially,  he  was  prominent  in  Masonic  circles, 
having  joined  the  fraternity  in  Burlington. 

Mr.  Alviii  L.  Inman  and  Miss  Mary  K. 
Pattridge,  daughter  of  Curtis  J.  and  Maria 
(Pierson)  Pattridge,  were  mairied  on  January 
18,  1S65.  Mrs.  Inman  was  bt)i'n  in  .South  lim'- 
lington,  Vt.,  November  4,  1845.  She  and  her 
husband  became  the  parents  of  three  children 
—  Curtis  li.,  Grace  E.,  and  John  A. 

Curtis  L.,  the  eldest  child,  was  educated  at 
St.  Paul's  School  in  Concord,  N.IL,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  entei'ed  the  em])loy  of 
the  Chateaugay  Ore  and  lion  Comiiany  as  book- 
keeper, I'emaining  with  the  firm  four  years, 
when  he  acce|:)ted  the  position  of  head  book- 
keeper f<jr  the  Crown  Point  Iron  Compan)-.  In 
1893  he  resigned  his  position  there  to  enter 
into  business  with  his  fatlier,  and  since  the 
death  of  the  latter  has  been  carrying  on  the 
business  with  the  same  financi;il  prosperity  as 
heretofore.  In  March,  1894,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Ida  C.  (ireene,  of  Crown  Point, 
N.\'.,  a  daughter  of  Walter  .S.  and  Adeline 
(Claik)  Greene.  I-"(dlowing  in  the  footsteps  of 
his  father,  he  is  a  prominent  Mason. 


lARLES  ARNOLD  PT'RRISS,  nian- 
a<ier  of  the  Mansion  Mouse  of  Pdiza- 
bethtown,  was  born  in  P'.rie,  Pa., 
September  8,  1866,  son  of  John  M.  and  Maria 
(I-"letcher)  I'erriss.  His  father,  John  M. 
I'erriss,  was  born  in  Peru,  Clinton  County, 
N.Y. ,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of    iron    in  that  town   many    vears.      He   subse- 
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quently  removed  to  Pennsylvanin,  and,  sink- 
ing two  or  three  wells  in  the  \er\-  heart  of 
tlie  oil  region,  remained  near  liis  property  for 
some  time,  managing  at  the  same  time  two  or 
three  hotels  in  the  vicinity.  These  were 
destroyed  by  fire;  and  Mr.  Ferriss  went  to 
Willsboro,  N.  Y. ,  where,  with  his  brother- 
in-law.  Colonel  Belden  Noble,  he  was  engaged 
for  years  in  the  iron  industr\'.  Colonel  Noble 
was  a  millionaire  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Mr.  Ferriss  finally  sold  his  interest  in  the  iron 
works,  and  subsequently  became  a  member  of 
the  wholesale  boot  and  shoe  house  in  Chicago 
of  L.  L.  Ferriss  &  Co.  I''ive  years  later  he 
went  to  Tacoma,  W'ash. ,  to  0])en  and  manage 
a  branch  wholesale  store  for  the  firm,  which 
he  is  now  successfully  conducting.  lie  still 
retains  his  interest  in  the  oil  wells.  Politi- 
cally a  Republican,  i\'Ir.  I'\'i'i'iss  has  had  man}' 
offices  of  trust  tendered  him,  which  he  has 
invariably  refused.  He  was  married  to  Maria, 
(laughter  of  Captain  John  I'letcher,  an  I'.nglish 
gentleman  who  was  in  military  service  at  Cal- 
cutta, India,  where  Mrs.  I-'erriss  was  born.  A 
scion  of  a  proud  old  pjiglish  family,  John 
I'Tctcher  entered  the  army  as  an  ensign,  was 
subsequently  promf)te(]  to  the  rank  of  Lieuten- 
ant, and  then  to  that  of  Captain.  His  son  now 
has  his  commissions,  each  bearing  the  name 
"Victoria  Regina. "  Captain  Fletcher,  who 
was  an  expert  swordsman,  gave  many  fine  ex- 
hibitions of  fencing  at  tournaments.  Me  died 
in  Calcutta  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  Mrs. 
Ferriss  was  the  youngest  of  twelve  children, 
six  of  them  brothers,  each  six  feet  in  iieight. 
Seven    children    were    born    to    Mr.    and   Mrs. 


Ferriss  —  Maude  Arnold ;  Fthel  Fverard  ; 
Clara  Pelle  Romne\-;  Mar}'  Adelaide;  John 
Macumber,  Jr.;  Harry  Rogers;  and  Charles 
Arnold. 

Charles  Arnold  Ferriss,  who  was  the  eldest 
of  his  parent's  chiklren,  s|ient  his  l)o\'hood  in 
Essex,  N.V.,  recei\'ing  his  education,  luiglish 
fashi<in,  from  governesses  and  other  private 
teachers.  When  fifteen  }'ears  of  age  he 
entered  the  New  York  Military  Academy, 
where  he  was  prepared  for  college,  graduating 
in  1883,  third  in  his  class.  He  entered  Co- 
lumbia that  same  year,  and,  taking  a  civil 
engineering  course,  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution in  the  class  of  1887.  He  then  took  up 
the  stud}'  of  law  in  the  office  of  A.  K.  Dudley 
at  l-'.lizabethtown  ;  hut  after  three  years  of 
application  he  altered  his  plans,  and  became 
interested  in  the  management  of  the  Mansion 
House,  in  partnershiji  with  Mr.  (")rlando  Kel- 
logg. Of  ]ileasing  address,  genial  and  cour- 
teous to  all,  and  paiirstaking  in  atti.'nding  to 
the  comfort  of  his  guests,  Mr.  P'erriss  makes 
many  warm  friends.  In  this  wa\'  he  has  ver}' 
largely  made  the  high  reputation  of  the  ]\lan- 
sion  House. 

On  October  15,  1S92,  Mr.  I'erriss  was  mar- 
ried to  IK'leri  K.,  daughter  of  Orlando  Kel- 
logg, his  former  partnei',  now  of  the  Windsor. 
Mr.  P'erriss  votes  the  Republican  ticket  and 
takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  success  of  his 
part}',  but  he  is  not  an  aspirant  for  political 
honors.  Me  is  a  charter  member  of  Lodge  No. 
186,  H.  !'.  O.  I'llks.  of  Olympia,  Wash.,  of 
which  he  was  Tyler  two  years,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  Adirondack  Lodge,  No,  G02,  A.   V. 
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&  A.  M.,  of  ElizabcthtowH.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  an  Ivjiiscopalian,  belonging  to  the 
Church  of  the  Good  She])lierci,  of  IClizabeth- 
town,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  member. 


tm^ 


;NERAL  GEORGE  E,  NICIIOES 
\Pj_  of  I'lattsbnrg,  was  born  in  this  town 
January  7,  1834.  His  father,  John  Nicliols, 
who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  came  to 
rialtsburg  from  Vermont  in  eaiiy  manhood. 
He  was  interested  in  the  settlement  and  build- 
ing np  of  this  village,  and  was  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  agriculture.  lie  was  an  active 
participant  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  per- 
sonallv  engaged  in  the  battle  of  I'lattsbnrg, 
also  taking  part  in  the  mi]itar\'  operations  on 
the  frontier.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Julia  L\nde,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Mol- 
lev  ([■'ranklin)  I.\-nde,  her  mother  being  a 
near  relative  of  Henjamin  Eranklin.  General 
Nichols's  maternal  grandfather,  Jr)uathan 
I.ynde,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  I-lssex 
Connt\',  when  I'^sscx  and  Clinton  Counties  were 
united  in  one  and  the  country  in  this  section 
a  primitive  wilderness.  His  eldest  tlaughter, 
I-llizabeth,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in 
Willsboro,  Essex  Count\',  her  birth  occui'ring 
March  4,  1784.  Jonathan  E}nde  was  a  Revo- 
lntionar\'  soldier,  ser\'ing  in  the  Continental 
Army  from  1775  to  1779.  He  was  for  most 
of  this  time  a  member  of  the  I'irst  Massachu- 
setts Regiment  of  Infantr}-,  Colonel  15iewer 
commanding,  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
IJunker  ilill,  and  presumabh'  at  the  battles  of 
Concord    and     Lexinirton.       He    was    foi'    some 


time  a  resident  of  Leicester,  Mass.,  but  subse- 
C[uently  removed  to  Willsboro,  where  he  died 
about  1830. 

General  George  E.  Nichols  entered  the 
army  as  Major  of  the  One  liundretl  and  Eigh- 
teenth New  Y'ork  X'olunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  for  some  time  in  the  Ninth  Corps 
under  General  Burnside,  and  afterward  in  the 
Eighteenth  Corps  under  Generals  Gibbons  and 
Devens.  The  last  named  subsequentl)'  became 
Attorne)'  -  general  under  President  Hayes. 
General  Nichols's  first  engagements  were 
those  about  Suffolk,  \'a.  He  afterward  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  South  Anna  Bridge, 
Urewey's  Bluff,  Swift  Creek,  Eort  Harrison, 
Siege  of  Petersburg,  and  nearl)-  all  the  fights 
of  his  corps  about  Richmond.  In  the  battle  of 
Drewry's  Bluff  he  received  two  wounds,  one 
in  the  hip  and  side,  and  one  in  the  hantl.  At 
b'ort  Harrison  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
foot  and  sent  to  the  hos|iital,  where  he  re- 
mainetl  some  months.  Immediately  on  re- 
covery he  rejoined  his  regiment,  remaifiing 
with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  July  8, 
1863,  he  was  [iromoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  and  on  September  11,  the  same 
\x-ar,  was  atlvanced  to  th:it  of  Colonel.  He 
was  afterward  raised  to  the  rank  of  Brevet 
Brigadier-general  for  gallant  conduct  at  the 
fiattle  of  I'ort  Harrison,  and  mentioned  in 
general  orders  for  good  conduct  under  fire. 
He  was  also  made  ranking  officer  of  a  conuiiis- 
sion  to  examine  and  pass  upon  the  fitness  and 
qualifications  of  applicants  for  a|ipointment  in 
the  regular  army.  On  the  return  of  his  legi- 
ment  to   I'lattsbnrg   in   June,    1865,   headed    b_\- 
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the  Hon.  Smith  Weed,  they  were  given  an 
ovation  alike  flattering  to  the  officers  and  men. 
The  (General  has  in  his  |)ossessioii  an  interest- 
ing relic  in  a  part  of  the  old  regimental  colors 
of  the  One  Hundred  anil  Eighteenth  Regiment, 
ill  which  he  fought.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  the  Societ}'  of  the  War 
of  iSi3,  and  the  militar)' order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion. 

On  his  return  to  civic  life  General  Nichols 
s])ent  some  \ears  abroad,  and,  then  returning 
to  Plattsburg,  entered  again  into  business  life. 
On  October  4,  1869,  he  married  Emma  C. 
Bonner,  a  daughter  oi  Samuel  15rool<s  Bonner 
and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Cynthia 
I'itch,  Mrs.  Bonner  being  a  descendant  of  the 
Rev.  James  I-'itch,  of  Norwich,  Conn.  Cen- 
eral  Nichols  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Church, 
Plattsburg,  ha\ing  been  a  X'estryman  and  War- 
den for  the  last  twenty-five  yeans. 


(^I'lROMl-:  M.  STICKNLV,  D.D.S., 
widely  known  as  one  of  the  most  skil- 
ful and  successful  dentists  of  this  sec- 
tion of  Lsse.x  Count\',  was  born  Se[)tember  30, 
1845,  ill  the  town  of  Jay,  coming  from  good 
old  I'jiglish  stock  and  of  pioneer  ancestry. 
I'"rom  the  interesting  history  of  the  Stickney 
family  we  obtain   the  following    information. 

The  first  ancestor  in  this  country  was  Will- 
iam Stickney,  second,  who,  it  is  supposed, 
was  the  William  baptized  in  St.  ALnry's 
Church,  I-'rampton,  Lincolnshire,  Ivngland, 
September  6,  1592,  he  being  a  son  of  William 
Stickney,  whose  baptism  occurred  at  the  same 


place  in  1558.  No  record  is  obtainable  of  the 
shij)  that  lirouglit  William  Stickney,  second, 
to  i\nierica,  nor  of  the  date  of  his  arrival;  but 
it  is  certain  that  he  was  one  ol  the  original 
settlers  of  Rowlc)',  Mass.,  mention  being  made 
in  the  old  Rowle\-  records  of  a  lot  of  land,  con 
sisting  of  one  ami  one-hall  acres,  being 
assigned  to  him  as  one  of  its  earliest  inhabi- 
tants, on  which  he  erected  his  dwelling.  lie 
was  quite  important  in  the  affairs  of  the  town, 
being  on  jury  trials  in  1653,  Selectman  in 
1656  and  1 66 1,  when  he  received  the  title 
of    Lieutenant. 

Moses  Sticknc)-,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Dr.  Jerome  M.  Stickney,  was  bcjrn  T'ebruary 
17,  17-9,  '^^  Boxford,  Mass.  lie  was  a  private 
in  Captain  William  Thurlow's  comiian)',  in 
Colonel  Whiting's  regiment,  of  the  Rhode 
Island  ser\ice  in  1778.  His  wife,  Abigail, 
daughter  of  I'.dward  and  Betsc)'  Hale,  bore  him 
eleven  children.  He  lived  to  a  venerable  age, 
dying  at   SpringfieUl,    \'t.,    August    11,    1819. 

Eliphalet  Stickney,  the  tenth  child  of  his 
parents,  Moses  and  Abigail  Stickney,  was  a 
native  of  Holden,  Mass.,  born  January  23, 
1773.  Left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  he  was 
obliged  to  work  his  way  along  as  best  he 
could.  The  primitive  country  schools  of  that 
day  afforded  but  scant  ojjijortunity  for  gaining 
knowledge;  but  he  succeeded  in  overcon)ing 
great  difficulties,  and  after  studying  with  Dr. 
Goodhue,  of  Charlestown,  N.H.,  for  a  wliile, 
obtained  his  diploma  and  came  to  Ja\-  to  estal)- 
lish  himself  in  the  jiractice  of  medicine,  locat- 
ing here  in  180J.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers  ui  the  town,    the  surrounding  (nuniM 
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at  that  time  licing  almost  a  wilderness. 
Kceseville  was  then  a  jjiimitive  forest;  and 
All  Sable  iMnks,  when  the  Doctor  first  looked 
ii|)un  it,  could  boast  of  but  one  house.  No 
roads  were  broken,  and  the  traveller  deemed 
himself  fortunate  indeed  if  he  were  able  to 
dii'ect  his  horse's  feet  along  bridle  paths. 
Willi  the  counlr\-  in  this  wild  state,  gigs  and 
carriages,  of  course,  were  out  of  question  ;  and 
the  Doctor  was  obliged  to  cover  man\-  miles 
on  horseback,  carrying  his  medicines  in  his 
saddle-bags.  He  was  the  jiioneer  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Arnold  Ore  Bed,  an  old  sick 
Indian,  whom  he  had  restored  to  health,  having 
offered  to  show  him  where  he  could  find  "heap 
much  iron."  Assenting,  the  Doctor  was 
taken  to  the  spot  that  afterward  became  fa- 
mous in  the  county  histor\-  under  the  above 
name.  l'"or  some  reason,  known  only  to  him- 
self, Dr.  .Sticknev  interested  Messrs.  South- 
ma\'d  and  Arnold  in  the  matter;  and  they 
formeil  a  copartnershi[),  the  modest  Doctor 
furnishing  the  money  for  develoiiing  the  bed, 
while  his  partners  gave  their  own  name  to  the 
jilace. 

I'llijihalet  Stickne\'  was  a  man  of  broad 
charity,  loving  nionc}',  but  tlemanding  oiih' 
his  just, dues,  taking  ailvantage  of  no  man. 
His  death  occurred  September  15,  1859,  at 
his  residence,  which  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  famil}'.  He  married  IMiss  ICdith  ]?aker, 
of  Grafton,  \'t. ,  who  bore  him  eight  children, 
namely:  Kli/.abeth  G.  ;  Edith  B.  ;  Daniel  15., 
father  of  Dr.  Jerome  M.  ;  lulward  H.  ;  Esther 
A.;  luigenie  H.  ;  Josephine  H.  ;  and  Eme- 
line  D. 


Daniel  15.  Stickney  was  born  at  Jay,  Sep- 
tember I,  1816,  and  on  attaining  manhood  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  carrying  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Stickney  farm,  a  tract 
of  land  containing  about  two  hundred  acres, 
managing  it  successfully  for  many  years.  His 
health  failing  him  at  length,  he  sought  re- 
newed strength  and  vigor  on  the  shores  of 
sunn_\-  Ital}',  from  which  he  returned  after  a 
lapse  of  one  year,  to  try  a  two  years'  sojourn  in 
the  pleasant  climate  of  California,  coming 
again  to  his  home  in  Jay,  invigorated  in  body 
and  mind.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat, 
actix'e  and  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his 
party,  but  shunning  rather  than  seeking  ofifice. 
In  his  religious  views  he  favored  the  Presby- 
terian church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  married  Sarah  Sherman,  a  daughter 
of  Elijah  Sherman,  of  Lewis,  I^sse.x  County, 
their  nuptials  being  celebrated  March  3,  1841. 
They  reared  si.x  children;  namely,  Justus  B. , 
Joan  A.,  Jerome  M.,  I'ranklin  J.,  Lewis  F. , 
and  Sarah  E. 

Jerome  M.  .Stickney  received  his  element- 
ary education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
town,  afterward  entering  the  l'enns\lvania 
College  of  Dentistry  at  Philadelphia,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1883,  with  the 
title  of  D.D.  S.  He  at  once  began  the  work 
of  his  profession  at  Au  Sable  Forks,  where  he 
is  maintaining  a  good  practice,  having  estab- 
lished an  excellent  rejiutation  for  himself 
throughout  this  portion  of  the  county.  Like 
his  father.  Dr.  Jerome  M.  Stickne\-  believes 
in  the  Democratic  party;  but,  while  he  sup- 
ports their  doctrines  at   the  polls,  his  business 
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prevents  him  frniii  taking"  more  active  part  in 
imlitics.  Suciall}',  he  is  a  nicnilier  of  Taha- 
wus  Lodge,  A.  1'.  &  A.  M..  No.  790,  of 
Au  Sable  Forks,  in  wliieh  he  lias  held  all  the 
minor  offices.  He  likewise  belonns  to  the 
Plattsburt;'  Cha[iter,  Ro\al  Arch  Masons,  No. 
39,  and  to  the  De  Soto  Commandei\',  Knights 
Templars,  No.  49,  and  to  the  ()riental  Shrine, 
of  Troy. 

Dr.  Jerome  M.  Sticknev  and  Miss  Ilattie, 
daughter  of  G.  G.  Tobe\',  of  Ja\',  were  united 
in  marriage  September  3,  1S74,  and  are  the 
parents  of  three  children  —  Walter  J.,  Anna 
L. ,  and  George  C. 


^^♦^» 


XX)/  ILLIAM  ]•:.  rk.ATT,  a  general 
1^^  farmer  and  st<.)ck  dealer  of  North 
Elba,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Ci\il  W'liv,  was 
born  in  Willsboro,  Esse.N  Countv,  .September 
24,  1830,  son  of  Daniel  and  Philomela  (I'"ree- 
man)  Pratt.  ]\Ir.  Pratt's  grandfather,  IClijah 
Pratt,  settled  in  Willsboro  in  the  year  1800, 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  town 
until  his  death,  in  iXoS,  when  he  left  a  famil)- 
of  five  children. 

Daniel  Pratt,  Air,  Pratt's  father,  was  born 
in  Willsboro,  April  4,  i  .S06.  lie  carried  on 
a  farm  successfully  during  the  active  period  of 
his  life,  and  died  in  1862,  aged  fifty-six.  Ik- 
was  an  energetic,  hard-working  man,  making 
the  best  of  his  o])|5ortunities.  He  was  also 
prominent  in  jjublic  affairs.  In  his  religious 
views  he  was  a  Methodist,  and  for  many  years 
acted  as  a  class  leader  and  Steward  of  the  local 
church.      His  wife,  Philomela,  whom   he  mar- 


ried January  i,  1X29,  was  a  native  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  Of  his  seven  chihheii,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  are  living,  namely:  (ieoi'ge 
Wesley,  a  resident  ol  Rochester,  N.  \'.  ;  Julia, 
wife  of  Hiram  Poole,  of  North  Elba;  and  Will- 
iam Iv,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  One  child 
dieil  in  iiilanc\.  Horace  A.  was  .Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  Compan}-  K,  .Si.\t\'-first  New  ^'ork 
X'olunleer  Infantrv,  and  served  from  June  1, 
1 86 1,  to  October  2/,  1864,  when  he  was  mor- 
tally wounded  in  front  of  Richmond,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven.  He  was  carried 
from  the  field  a  jirisoner  and  fills  an  uid<nown 
grave.  George  Wesley  Pratt  also  served  in 
the  Civil  War  as  a  i)rivate  in  a  \'ermont  Regi- 
ment.     Air.     Pratt's  mother  died    August     16, 

1857- 

William  1*^  Pratt  received  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  at  an  earlv  age  he 
began  to  assist  his  father  in  carr\ing  on  the 
farm.  He  resided  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twent\-three,  but  continued  to  fol- 
low the  occu]iation  of  farmer.  In  1862  he  en- 
listeil  as  a  private  in  ('omj)an\' C',  Si.xty-second 
Regiment,  New  \'ork  Volunteer  Infanli'v,  with 
which  he  served  one  )eai'  in  the  C'ivil  Wai', 
after  which  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
physical  disabilit)-.  In  1870  he  settled  ujion 
a  farm  of  thirty  acres  in  North  Elba,  where  lie 
has  since  resided.  He  has  been  very  pros[)er- 
ous  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock  dealer,  now 
owning,  besides  his  farm  propei',  fiftv  acres  of 
detached  land.  Since  he  took  possession  of 
the  farm  he  has  erected  a  substantial  residence. 

In  1862  Mr.  Pratt  was  united  in  mariiage 
to  Mary  Miner,  formerly  Glatt.      She  was  born 
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in  Cicrniany,  dauglitcr  of  J.  and  Margaret 
(Kij)l)l(j)  (jiatt,  and  emigrated  with  lier 
parents  in  1N45,  settling  in  Philadelphia, 
ller  first  husband,  Christian  Miner,  who  was 
of  (jernian  parentage,  died  two  years  after 
marriage,  leaving  one  son  named  George,  who 
is  now  married  and  lives  in  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  I'ratt  have  had  eight  children, 
as  follows:  Delia,  who  resides  at  home;  I'^ttie, 
wife  of  Marion  Whitman,  of  Saranac  Lake, 
having  four  children;  Lizzie,  wife  of  F.  P. 
Caulkins,  of  Saranac  Lake,  having  two  chil- 
dren; Willie,  who  married  Grace  Wilcox; 
Cora,  who  resides  at  home;  Hilton,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  the  neighborhood;  Rena, 
wife  of  l'"rank  Sheldon,  of  Saranac  Lake,  hav- 
ing one  child;  and  Zina,  w-ho  died  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years.  Mr.  Pratt  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  rendered  valuable  services  to 
the  town  as  Highw^ay  Commissioner  and  Trus- 
tee of  the  School  I*"und.  lie  is  an  industrious 
man  and  a  highly  esteemed  citizen,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
]{piscopal  church. 


RANK  NICHOLS  IIAGAR,  a  mem- 
Ij  her  of  the  Clinton  County  l>ar  .•ind  one 
of  the  leading  lawyers  of  Plaltsbmg,  was  born 
on  Cumberland  Head,  in  the  town  of  Platts- 
bing,  N.Y.,  ^larch  31,  185J,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jonathan  Townscnd  and  Cornelia  (Nichols) 
Ilagar. 

riie  ancestrv  of  P'raid^c  N.  Hagar  has  been 
traced  to  the  western  ])art  of  I-lngland,  whence 
Charles  Hagar,  formerly  of  Montreal,  obtained 


their  coat  of  arms.  The  first  member  of  the 
family  of  which  we  ha\e  knowledge  in  this 
countr\'  was  William  Hagar,  who  married 
Mary  Pemis  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  March  20, 
1644,  and  wlio  died  January  10,  16S3.  His 
son,  William,  Jr.,  was  born  P'ebruary  12, 
1653,  married  Sarah  Benjamin  at  Watertown, 
Mass.,  and  dieil  .May  8,  1731.  Their  son 
Joseph  was  born  January  i,  i/Oi,  and  married 
Grace  Bigelow.  They  lived  at  Walthani, 
Mass.,  and  had  twelve  children. 

Benjamin,  the  seventh  child,  was  born  Janu- 
ary 26,  1749,  and  married  Esther  Chikl,  of 
Weston,  Mass.  They  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Benjamin,  Jr.;  Betsey;  Iisther ;  Jona- 
than; Thr}mas;  Abner;  Luther;  Cahin;  and 
Jonas,  born  May  21,  1791.  They  subse- 
cjuently  removed  to  Weybridge,  Vt.  Jona- 
than, Thomas,  Abner,  and  Jonas  established 
homes  in  Canada;  and  Cah'in  settled  in  Illi- 
nois. Mary,  the  daughter  of  Thomas,  who 
settled  in  Montreal,  was  the  second  wife  of 
William  Morgan,  of  Plattsburg,  and  the 
mother  of  George,  Henry,  and  Louisa  Morgan, 
and  Mrs.  W.  J.  McCaffrey.  The  families  of 
Martin  Hagar  and  of  his  son  George,  now  of 
Burlington,  Vt.,  are  descendants  of   Benjamin, 

Luther  Ilagar,  the  grandfather  of  P'rank  N. 
Hagar,  was  born  October  <S,  1789.  He  was 
for  some  time  a  prosperous  merchant  at  Middle- 
biu'y,  Vt.,  antl  married  at  that  ])lace  Sarah 
Ackloms,  daughter  of  Major  John  Addoms  and 
Mar)-  Townsend.  He  afterward,  in  about 
1S20.  removed  to  Cumberland  Head,  Platts- 
bing,   N.V.,  where  he  died    May  5,   1853.      He 
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was  one  i)f  the  pioneers  oi  the  Methodist 
church  of  that  place.  Joliii  y\ikloms  was  a 
Major  in  the  Ke\'olutinnary  War,  and  was  one 
of  the  ofticers  wiio  participated  at  the  execution 
of  Major  Andre.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors,  with  the  I'latts  and  others,  of  the 
riattsburg  Old  Patent,  which  was  issued  in 
I7<S'5,  in  which  the  number  of  acres  allotted 
to  him  was  si.xteen  hundred.  Shortly  after 
that  date  he  removed  from  Dutchess  County  to 
Cumberland  Head,  where  he  built  the  house 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Albert  Hagar. 

His  second  wife  was  Mary  Townscnd,  of  the 
Townsend  family  of  Long  Island.  He  died 
on  Cumberland  Heatl,  June  8,  1823,  in  his 
cighty-si.xth  year,  and  was  buried  there  in  the 
family  burying-ground.  His  son,  John  Town- 
send,  widely  known  in  the  early  Methodist 
church  of  this  county,  located  in  West  Platts- 
burg  on  a  portion  of  the  allottetl  tract,  where 
his  daughter  Julia  and  her  husband,  Alonzf) 
Collins,  and  three  of  their  children,  Mary, 
P'rncst,    and   Ida,    still    reside. 

Three  children  of  Luther  Hagar  reached 
maturity,  to  wit :  the  I'iev.  Charles  L.  Hagar, 
of  tlie  Methodist  l'"pisco])al  church,  who  was 
chaplain  of  the  One  llinidicd  and  I'jghtccnth 
New  York  Regiment,  and  whose  son,  Charles 
W. ,  now  owns  and  occupies  as  a  summer  resi- 
dence the  old  homestead  on  Cumberland 
Head;  Jonathan  T.  ;  and  Albert,  the  only 
survivor,  who  owns  and  occupies,  with  liis  wife 
Klizabeth  and  his  daughter  Cornie,  the  origi- 
nal house  and  farm  of  Major  John  Addoms. 

Jonathan  Townsend  Llagar,  the  second  son, 
was   born    on    Cumberland    Head,    March    14, 


1823.  For  many  years  he  was  a  prosperous 
farmer  on  Cumberland  Head.  He  afterward 
removed  to  the  village  of  Plattsburg  and  en- 
gaged in  building  antl  contracting,  and  in  the 
sash,  door,  and  blind  business.  When  the 
Plattsburg  water  works  were  put  in,  he  was 
the  contractor  who  constructed  the  reservoir 
and  laid  the  upjicr  pipes.  He  was  widely 
known  for  his  kind  and  generous  disposition 
and  his  broad  and  enterprising  business 
capacity.  He  died  at  Plattsbui'g,  September 
21,  1S94.  In  1844  he  married  Cornelia  J., 
daughter  of  Levi  Nicliols,  who  was  the 
brother  of  John  Nicliols,  the  latter  being  the 
father  of  p'leric  and  Colonel  George  Niihols, 
now  of  Platt.sburg,  N.Y.  Levi  Nichols 
came  from  Waltham,  Mass.,  and  settled  at 
Salmon  River  shortly  before  the  War  of  181  2, 
and  died  there  in  the  fall  of  1 8r)0,  in  his 
ninety-third  year.  Jonathan  T.  Hagar  at  his 
death  was  surxived  by  his  wife  and  si.\  chil- 
dren—  Luther,  of  Plattsburg,  married  to  Alice 
Miller;  Sarah  A.,  of  Plattsburg;  William 
G.,  married  to  Margaret  Mitchell,  of  Na.sh- 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  now  President  of  the  Western 
Iron  and  .Suii]ily  ("onipany  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  ; 
P'rank  N.  ;  John  A.,  of  Plattsburg,  married  to 
Lillian  P'astman ;  and  Grace  L.,  married  to 
W.  K.  Sweet,  of  Port  Henry  —  besides  twelve 
grandsons  and  seven  grand-daughters  bearing 
the  family  name. 

l-'rank  Nichols  Hagar  received  his  element- 
ary education  at  the  district  school  on  Cum^ 
berland  Head,  then  spent  two  years  at  the  old 
Plattsburg  Academy  and  in  I'rench  scho(ds  in 
Canada,    two  years  at    I'ort    P^dward   Institute, 
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N.  Y. ,  and  four  years  at  Cornell  University, 
where  he  grailnatetl  with  the  degree  of  B.  A. 
in  the  class  of  1873.  He  afterward  taught 
two  years  in  Clinton  County,  one  year  as  jirin- 
cipal  of  the  public  schools  at  Whitehall, 
Mich.,  and  three  years  in  the  jniblic  schools  at 
Lake  Cit)',  Minn.  In  the  spring  of  1879  'i^ 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Minnesota,  and 
practised  law  at  Henderson,  Minn.,  and  for 
ten  years  at  New  Prague,  in  the  same  State. 
On  A]iril  28,  1881,  he  married  Mary  Ella, 
daughter  of  Lieutenant  M.  R.  Merrell,  an 
ofificer  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  and  Sarah 
Blair  Merrell,  who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Hagar  was  born  January  12, 
1861,  at  Henderson,  Minn.,  and  received  her 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Lake  City, 
Minn.,  graduating  from  the  high  school.  She 
was  a  lady  of  beauty  in  person,  disposition, 
and  character.  She  died  at  Plattsburg,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1894,  leaving  five  children  —  Arthur 
Merrell,  born  at  New  Prague,  September  24, 
1882;  Paul  Jonathan,  born  at  New  Prague, 
February  26,  1884;  Cornelia  Nichols,  born 
at  New  Prague,  March  23,  1887;  Sarah  Alice, 
born  at  New  Prague,  November  12,  1889;  and 
Luther  Alfred,  born  at  Platt.sburg,  May  12, 
1892. 

In  iS9oFrank  N.  Hagar  became  interested 
in  the  construction  of  the  Hagar  Block  at 
Plattsburg,  and  returned  thither  in  May  of  that 
year  and  settled.  He  afterward  purchased 
the  ten-acre  tract  known  as  the  Theodore  Piatt 
place  on  Cornelia  Street,  and  consti'ucted  a 
new  residence  thereon,  where  he  now  resides. 
He    is  an   enthusiast    in    matters  of  education, 


physical    ami    moral,    as    well    as    intellectual, 
and    s])eaks    the    German,    P'rench,    and    Bohe- 


mian  languages. 


^AMES  A.  MALANEY,  a  well-known 
liveryman  and  blacksmith,  of  Ticonde- 
roga,  N.Y.,  is  an  energetic  and  indus- 
trious business  man,  possessing  the  keen  wit 
and  generous  kindliness  of  disposition  charac- 
teristic of  his  race.  He  was  born  in  this 
town  in  1846,  being  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann 
(McCauley)  Malaney,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  reared  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland. 

They  were  married  in  1834,  and  four  years 
later,  accompanied  by  their  two  children,  they 
emigrated  to  this  country,  their  tri]i  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York  City  occupying  si.\ 
weeks.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malaney  came  without 
means,  and  the  first  few  years  of  their  resi- 
dence in  New  York  were  years  of  toil  and  pri- 
vation. They  spent  their  first  twelvemonth 
in  Whitehall,  coming  thence  to  this  place  on 
a  canal  boat  in  1840.  The  father  found  em- 
ployment with  Joseph  Weed  in  a  saw-mill, 
afterward  being  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  until 
his  decease  in  1868,  his  widow  surviving  him 
about  four  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  three  of  whom  were  born  in  this 
State:  Patrick,  who  was  a  volunteer  soldier  in 
the  late  Civil  War,  enlisted  from  Brandon, 
Vt.,  going  out  in  the  Fifth  Vermont  Volun- 
teer Infantry  in  September,  1861,  just  as  he 
had  reached  his  majority,  serving  faithfully 
until  the  battle  of  Savage's  Station  the  follow- 
ing  July,  in  which   he   was   killed;   I\Iary,  the 
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widow  of  Francis  E.  McCormick,  of  Ticonde- 
roga;  Elizaht'th,  who  died  al  llic  age  of  eleven 
years;  John,  a  truckman  in  lliis  xilhige:  and 
James  A.,  also  of  Ticonderoga,  as  before  men- 
tioned. 

Having  acquired  a  limited  education,  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  James  A.  Malaney  was  put  to 
work  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  and  the  next 
year  went  to  Vermont,  wliei'e  lie  was  employed 
as  a  farm  hand  until  September,  1864,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  I-'irst  Vermont  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, later  the  Eleventh  Vermont  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  was  a  private  in  Company  C, 
and  served  in  defence  of  the  Union  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  discharged  with 
his  regiment,  returning  to  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  where  he  resumed  his  former  occu- 
pation. In  I S69  Mr.  Malaney  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, going  over  the  new  Union  Pacific  road; 
but,  instead  of  remaining  tiiere,  he  returned 
as  far  cast  as  Omalia,  Neb.,  where  he  worked 
at  teaming  for  a  few  months.  His  cxperii-nce 
for  the  next  two  years  was  varied.  He  was 
employed  on  a  wood  boat  on  the  Mississippi 
River  for  a  while,  going  thence  to  Kansas 
City,  where  he  worked  on  a  sand  boat;  and 
then,  turning  iiis  footstejis  westward,  he  spent 
a  short  time  doing  odd  jobs  in  Colorado,  re- 
turning at  length  to  Kansas  City,  whence  he 
went  to  the  Neosho  Valley,  where  he  teamed 
for  a  year,  prior  to  another  visit  to  Kansas 
City.  His  next  steady  work  was  at  Keokuk, 
la.,  wlierc  he  worked  on  a  canal  for  three 
months.  Having  by  that  time  seen  enough  of 
life  in  the  VVe.st,  Mr.  Malaney  came  back  to 
this  county,  settling  down  to  work  in    Moriah, 


where  he  mined  in  the  summers,  and  woi-ked 
as  a  lumberman  in  tiie  winters.  After  his 
marriage  Mr.  Malaney  bought  of  W.  D.  Cii- 
ligan  the  stage  line  from  iiere  to  Addison 
Junction,  and  for  four  years  ran  a  two-horse 
stage,  making  a  success  of  the  business. 

Selling  his  stage  route,  he  removed  to 
Poultney,  Vt.,  where  he  ran  a  livery  stable 
for  eight  months.  Coming  then  once  more  to 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  Mr.  Malaney  in  1.SS5 
ojiened  a  livery  stable  at  the  Hull  House,  con- 
tinuing there  some  eight  years.  In  the  fall 
of  1893,  in  company  with  John  Grady,  he 
purchased  the  livery  stable  of  Gilligan  & 
Wheeler,  the  two  men  continuing  in  partner- 
ship until  i\Iarch,  1895,  when  Mr.  Grady's  in- 
terest was  bought  out  by  Mr.  Malaney,  he 
being  now  the  sole  proprietor  and  manager  of 
this  large  livery  of  twenty-eight  horses,  with 
a  corresponding  number  of  carriages,  buggies, 
surreys,  and  vehicles  of  all  descriptions,  and 
of  the  blacksmith  adjoining. 

Mr.  Malaney  was  united  in  marriage,  .Sep- 
tember 17,  1873,  with  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  McCauley,  of  Ireland.  Nine 
children  have  been  born  to  tliem,  namely: 
Thomas,  a  young  man  of  twenty-one,  who  as- 
sists his  father  in  the  stable;  Catherine; 
Anna;  Joseph;  William;  Ellen;  Nora;  Mag- 
gie; and  Francis,  a  fine  little  fellow  of  five 
years.  In  1887  Mr.  IMalaney  moved  into  his 
present  residence,  which  he  |)urchased  at  that 
time;  and  here  he  and  his  family  give  most 
liospitable  entertainment  to  their  many  friends. 
In  politics  he  is  a  steadfast  Democrat,  and  in 
religion   he  and  his   family  are  devoted   mem- 
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bers  of  the  Catholic  church.  He  lias  estab- 
lished a  successful  business,  being  well  liked 
by  his  numerous  patrons,  and  is  fast  acquiring 
property,  having  now,  in  addition  to  his  other 
possessions,  some  stock  in  the  telephone  line. 


tKV.  JAMES  DEANE,  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Crown 
-^  Point,  Esse.\  County,  N.Y.,  was 
born  in  Utica,  N.Y.,  in  1S36,  being  the  son 
of  the  James  Deane  who  was  the  first  white 
child  born  within  the  limits  of  Oneida 
County,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  town 
of  Westmoreland  in  1787. 

On  the  ancestral  tree,  each  limb  marking  a 
generation,  are  found  the  names  of  men  and 
women  of  character  and  culture,  and  some  of 
wide  repute,  members  of  the  family  having 
often  held  places  of  influence  since  the  time 
of  the  emigration  from  the  vicinity  of  Taun- 
ton, England,  of  John  and  Walter  Deanc  in 
1637.  They  settled  the  following  year  in 
Taunton,  Bristol  County,  Mass. ;  and  from 
them  many  of  the  Deanes  of  this  day  are 
sprung.  I""urther  particulars  may  be  found  in 
an  article  on  the  family  history  in  the  A'c'w 
England  Hislorical  and  Genealogical  Register, 
vol.  iii.,  preiiared  by  the  late  William  Reed 
Deane  and  Mr.  John  Ward  Dean,  now  the 
editor  of  this  valuable  quarterly. 

In  the  absence  of  a  complete  genealogy  of 
the  Deanes,  which  has  not  yet  been  compiled, 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Dean,  who  is  an 
unwearied  investigator  in  the  intricate  paths  of 
racial   research,  the   present  writer   is   enabled 


to  throw  a  little  further  light  on  the  lineage 
of  the  subject  of  the  |iresent  sketch.  James 
Deane,  born  in  1647,  "possibly  son  of  Walter 
Deane,"  married  Sarah  Tisdale,  of  Taunton, 
Mass.,  and  lived  in  Stonington,  Conn.  James, 
second,  son  of  the  above,  born  1674,  married 
Sarah  Packer,  and  was  the  father  of  John, 
born  1707.  John  Deane  and  his  wife,  Sarah 
Douglas,  were  the  parents  of  James,  third, 
distinguished  as  James  of  Westmoreland, 
N.Y.,  well-known  in  the  history  of  this  State 
as  an  Indian  missionary  and  agent,  and  for  a 
long  time  a  Judge  in  Oneida  County. 

He  was  born  in  Groton,  Conn.,  in  1748, 
and  was  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  in 
1773,  two  years  prior  to  the  Revolution,  in 
which  he  was  actively  engaged,  being  a  Major, 
and  serving  in  the  commissary  department 
and  as  Indian  interpreter.  After  the  close  of 
the  war,  he  married  Lydia  Carnj),  of  Salisbury, 
Conn.,  who  accompanied  him  to  Oneida  County 
in  this  State,  where  they  settled  on  a  tract  of 
land  two  miles  square,  given  him  by  the 
Oneida  Indians  on  account  of  his  services. 
They  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  one 
of  whom,  George,  died  when  young,  and  five  — 
James,  Luke  C,  John,  Electa,  and  Mary  — 
married  and  reared  families.  James,  the 
eldest,  was  the  father  of  the  present  James; 
Luke  C.  came  into  possession  of  the  original 
homestead  in  Westmoreland,  now  containing 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  sons;  John  became  prominent 
in  public  life,  representing  his  town  in  the 
State  Assembly  and  married  Lucinda  Morrison, 
who    survived   him,    dying  at    the    old    family 
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honiesteatl  in  1SS5;  IClccta,  wlio  married 
Joshua  Spencer,  died  at  Catskill  in  1876,  aged 
eighty  years. 

James  Deane,  son  of  Judge  James,  Sr., 
and  Lydia  (Camp)  Deane,  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  afterward  being  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  was  a  man  of  brilliant  literary 
attainments,  winning  a  high  position  among 
his  professional  brethren,  engaging  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  Utica  and  New  Hartford, 
having  his  residence  in  the  former  city.  He 
was  a  Judge,  first  by  appointment,  and  later  by 
election,  and  represented  his  fellow-citizens  in 
the  State  Assembly.  On  February  9,  1818, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Cornelia  E. 
Norton,  a  native  of  Salisbury,  Conn.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lot  Norton.  She  died  in  1837,  leaving 
iiim  with  two  children,  namely:  Mary  C, 
who  married  Reinhold  Braun,  a  German  artist, 
and  accompanietl  him  to  Munich,  where  they 
both  died,  her  death  occurring  in  1876;  and 
James.  The  father  afterward  married  Mrs. 
Mary  (Clark)  Upson,  a  daughter  of  William 
Clark,  of  Utica.  She  survived  him,  dying  in 
Albany  in  1877,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  the 
Rev.  Anson  J.  Upson.  The  bodies  of  parents 
and  grandparents  are  resting  in  the  Union 
Cemetery  at  Westmoreland,  having  been  re- 
moved from  the  old  family  burial  lot  in  which 
they  were  first  placed. 

James  Deane,  third,  was  fitted  at  Middle- 
tow-n.  Conn.,  for  Williams  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1857.-  He  subse- 
C|ucntly  studied  law  in  Hartford,  Conn.;  but, 
the  trend  of  his  mind  being  toward  ministerial 
work,  he  studied  theology  at  a  later  period    in 


Auburn,  N.Y.  His  first  jiastoral  charge  was  at 
Hamilton,  111.,  where  he  preached  in  the  year 
i860.  In  1861  he  settled  at  East  Canaan, 
Conn.,  where  the  following  year  he  enlisteil 
in  the  defence  of  our  country,  raising  forty 
men,  partly  from  his  congregation,  ami  being 
mustered  into  service  as  First  Lieutenant  of 
Company  F,  Nineteenth  Connecticut  V'ohui- 
teer  Infantry.  This  regiment  was  afterward 
known  as  the  Second  Connecticut  Heavy  y\rtil- 
lery,  Mr.  Deane  being  made  Captain  of  Battery 
L.  The  regiment  was  stationed  front  of  Wash- 
ington until  the  spring  of  1864,  when,  just 
after  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  it  was  as- 
signed a  place  in  the  Army  of  the  I'otomac, 
Mr.  Deane  being  placed  in  command  in  some 
of  the  engagements  that  followed.  At  Cold 
Harbor  he  was  three  times  wounded  and  once 
quite  severely,  as  is  indicated  by  the  scar  on 
his  forehcail.  He  subsequently  was  in  the 
hospital  four  months,  then  on  detached  duty 
for  an  equal  length  of  time,  returning  to  his 
regiment  in  front  of  Petersburg  in  March, 
1865.  On  the  20th  of  the  following  July  he 
was  mustered  out  of  service  with  the  rank  of 
Brevet  Major. 

Since  resuming  his  ministerial  labors  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Deane  has  had  charge  of  Congrega- 
tional churches  at  Sandisfield,  Mass.,  West- 
moreland, N.Y.,  Ph(Kni.\,  Howells,  and  at 
Crown  Point,  where  he  has  been  since  1883. 
He  is  one  of  the  foremost  Christian  workers 
of  his  denomination,  and  for  the  past  eighteen 
years  has  been  Secretary  of  the  General  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Congregational  churches  of  New 
York,  and  is  familiarly  known  as   the  Congre- 
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gational  bishop  of  this  county.  He  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  a  leading  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  thi'  Republic,  which  he 
joined  in  1867,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
Commander  of  three  Posts,  and  the  Chaplain. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Crown 
Point  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
which  he  has  ably  served  as  Commander  since 
its  formation. 

On  October  12,  1858,  the  Rev.  James  Deane 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Annie  M.,  sec- 
ond daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Hosworth,  Esq., 
who,  like  the  wives  of  the  James  Deanes  of 
the  two  preceding  generations,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Salisbury,  Conn.  Si.\  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  namely:  James,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  years;  Sara  M.,  wife  of 
John  S.  Heustis,  of  Fonda,  N.Y.,  and  mother 
of  two  children;  Mary  C.  Norton,  a  student 
of  the  Albany  Normal  College;  Allen  G.,  a 
printer  at  Delhi  in  this  State;  John  Pitt,  a 
member  of  the  Yale  Divinity  School,  of  the 
class  of  1898;  and  Sidney  Norton,  a  youth  of 
seventeen  years,  who  is  at  home,  being  in 
delicate  health. 


(^OSlCi'H  McRORY,  who  died  March  12, 
1890,  at  Port  Henry,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  being  then  but  thirty-nine  years 
old,  w^as  a  native  of  ICsse.x  County,  born  at 
Boquet  in  1850.  He  was  a  son  of  Hugh  Mc- 
Rory,  of  whom  an  extended  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr.  McRory  ac- 
quiretl  his  knowledge  of  the  common  brandies 
of   learning    in  the  public  schools,    and   when 


a  young  man  began  the  study  of  medicine. 
Having  a  decided  talent  for  business,  however, 
he  changed  his  plans,  engaging  in  trade  in- 
stead. Purchasing  three  different  farms  in 
Addison,  Vt.,  he  combined  them,  making  one 
large  farm  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres; 
and  this  he  used  exclusively  for  stock  pur- 
poses. He  was  an  enthusiast,  and  an  excellent 
judge  of  horses,  in  which  he  dealt  extensively, 
and  was  a  prominent  member  of  many  racing 
associations. 

For  many  years  after  coming  to  Port  Henry, 
Mr.  McRory  was  engaged  as  a  wholesale 
dealer  in  wines  and  liquors,  and  was  also  a 
large  speculator  in  wood  and  many  different 
kinds  of  merchaniiise,  being  very  fortunate  in 
his  ventures.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
although  he  cast  his  vote  in  1884  for  James  G. 
Blaine;  and  he  was  actively  identified  with 
the  management  of  local  affairs,  serving  for 
some  time  as  one  of  the  Board  of  Village 
Trustees. 

Mr.  McRory  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  formerly  Eliza  J.  Edgerly,  a  daughter 
of  William  Edgerly,  of  this  town,  died  a  year 
after  their  marriage,  leaving  one  son,  Will- 
iam H.  Mr.  McRory  subsequently  married 
Lizzie,  daughter  of  John  Miron,  of  Galveston, 
Tex.,  their  nuptials  being  celebrated  Januaiy 
27,  1885.  Of  this  union,  four  children  were 
born;  namel}',  Joseph  M.,  Mary  K.,  Gertrude 
L.,  and  Bernartl  P.  Mrs.  McRory  was  born 
at  Galveston,  Tex.,  where  her  father,  tiie  late 
John  Miron,  a  well-known  ranchman,  tiled  at 
the  close  of  the  Civil  W\ar,  leaving  herself  and 
sister,    Mary    L.    Miron,    orphans   at   an    early 
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age.  These  children  were  taken  in  charge  by 
their  uncle,  Mr.  William  lirennan,  of  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  wiiere  they  were  educated. 
Being  very  nearly  the  same  age,  they  entereil 
the  Ville  Maria  Seminary  of  the  Sisters  of 
Notre  Dame  about  the  same  time,  and  were 
graduated  fruni  there  in  1S80.  Mary  after- 
wartl  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  John  Doheny, 
who  is  now  carrying  on  an  extensive  business 
as  a  railway  contractor  in  Montreal;  and  they 
have  three  children. 

Mr.  Edward  Kclley,  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  McRory,  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, whence  he  emigrated  to  this  country 
wlien  a  young  man.  He  had  the  shrewilness 
and  practical  ability  native  to  so  many  of  his 
countrymen,  and,  after  coming  here,  carried 
on  a  large  business  as  a  cattle  dealer,  his  head- 
quarters being  in  Boston;  and  in  the  course  of 
time  he  amassed  a  fortune.  Chancing  to 
make  a  business  trip  to  Plattsburg,  Mr.  Kelley 
became  so  fascinated  with  the  country  in  that 
vicinity  that  he  purchasetl  a  farm  in  Beek- 
niantovvn,  where  he  spent  his  closing  years, 
dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  fourscore  years, 
and  leaving  the  memory  of  a  truly  noble,  up- 
right,  and  Christian  man. 


B 


ARWIN  L.  WKICKS,  Postmaster, 
lO  f  conveyancer,  notary  public,  ant!  in- 
surance agent,  is  a  well-known  ami 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Schroon  Lake, 
Essex  County,  N.Y.,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated,  though  he  was  born,  March  12, 
1837,  in  Manchester,  Bennington  County,  Vt. 


His  father,  Nathan  Weeks,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  in  1799,  the  son  of  a 
farmer,  lie  married  Rhoda  Kilbourii,  wlio 
bore  him  six  chiklren,  five  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Hannah  E.,  widow  of  Duane  li. 
Rawson ;  John  K.,  a  farmer;  Mary  F.,  wife 
of  I'jenjamin  O.  Bond;  Helen  M.,  widow  of 
Luther  U.  15urbank ;  and  Darwin  L.,  all  of 
whom  are  residents  of  Schroon  Lake. 

The  parents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  this  locality,  coming  here  in  1824,  soon 
after  their  marriage.  In  the  midst  of  the 
dense  wilderness  they  erected  a  rude  log 
cabin,  jnitting  up  a  blanket  for  a  door,  which 
served  to  keep  out  the  woh'es  that  howled 
about  the  place.  They  spent  but  a  short  time 
here,  however,  going  back  to  New  England, 
where  they  remained  until  after  the  birth  of 
their  children,  when  they  started  for  the  l'"ar 
West.  They  decided  finally  to  return  to 
Schroon  Lake,  anil  here  bought  one  hundred 
acres  of  timbered  land,  from  which  they 
cleared  and  improved  a  good  homestead,  en- 
gaging in  agricultural  pursuits  their  remain- 
ing years,  tlie  father  dying  in  1867  and  the 
molJier  some  five  years  later.  NatJian  Weeks 
was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  resolution. 
He  served  for  some  years  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner. 

Darwin  L.  W'eeks  remained  on  the  liome 
farm,  atteniling  the  tlistrict  school  and  assist- 
ing in  tile  chores  about  tlie  i)lace  until  fifteen 
years  old,  when  he  went  to  I'ottersville, 
Warren  County,  where  lie  was  employed  as  a 
clerk,  afterward  occupying  the  same  position 
in  a  store  at  North  Creek  in  the  same  county. 
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On  July  9,   1863,  Mr.    Weeks   enlisted    in    his 
country's  service,  becoming  a  member  of  Com- 
pany D,  Second  New  York  Veteran   Volunteer 
Cavalry,    which    he    had    helped    to   organize. 
He  was  appointed  First  Sergeant   of  the  com- 
pany, but  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of   Second 
Lieutenant,    and    had   charge   of    the   company 
much  of  the  time  during  his   last   year   of   ser- 
vice, the   first   lieutenant  being  woundetl,    and 
the    captain    of    this    company,    who    was    the 
senior    captain    of     the    regiment,    being    ap- 
pointed to  detached  brigade  duty.      With  the 
exception  of  a  brief  time  spent  at  home  while 
on  a  furlough,  Lieutenant  Weeks  was  on  duty 
from  the  time  of  his  enlistment  until  after  the 
cessation  of   hostilities.      After   the   surrender 
of    Lee    in    1865    his    regiment    was    sent    to 
Talladega,    Ala.,    where    he    was    detailed    as 
Acting  Assistant   Provost   Marshal,  and   later 
was    appointed    to    administer    the    Johnston 
amnesty  oath.      Lieutenant   Weeks    was    mus- 
tered out  of  service  at  Talladega,  receiving  his 
discharge  in  December,  1865,  at  Albany,  N.Y. 
He    was    in    a   number    of    imjaortant    battles, 
seeing   many    of    his   comrades   fall,    and    was 
himself  left  a  physical  wreck  from   the  expos- 
ures and  hardships  incident   to  army    life,  the 
great  change  from  the   invigorating  breezes  of 
the  Adirondacks  to  the  Southern  clime  prov- 
ing too  much  for  his  endurance. 

I'rior  to  going  to  war  in  1859,  Mr.  Weeks 
had  established  himself  in  the  general  mer- 
chandise business  at  Schroon  Lake,  in  com- 
pany with  William  C.  I'otter  and  Henry  N. 
Haskell,  the  firm  name  being  D.  L.  Weeks  & 
Co.      They  had   an   excellent   start;   and,    hav- 


ing this  business  on  his  hands,  Mr.  Weeks 
could  not  leave  for  the  war  any  earlier  than  he 
did.  After  his  discharge  he  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  intending  to  devote  himself  to 
agricultural  pursuits;  but,  finding  that  his 
health  would  not  permit,  he  opened  an  office 
in  the  general  insurance  business  and  convey- 
ancing. For  the  past  twelve  years  Mr.  Weeks 
has  been  pension  notary,  and  was  first  ap- 
pointed postmaster  by  President  Cleveland 
November  25,  1885,  was  relieved  April  i, 
1 891,  and  was  reappointed  by  President  Cleve- 
land February  6,  1895.  Twelve  years  ago  he 
moved  to  his  present  residence,  which  is 
known  as  the  old  Leland  Home,  and  has  many 
historic  associations.  Politically,  he  is  a 
sturdy  Democrat,  and  has  rendered  his  full 
share  of  public  service,  having  filled  at  vari- 
ous times  the  offices  of  Assessor,  Town  Clerk, 
and  Supervisor. 

In  November,  1861,  Mr.  Weeks  was  mar- 
ried to  Louisa  J.  Allen,  of  this  town.  Mar- 
garet, the  first-born  of  their  six  children,  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  and  one  child  died 
in  infancy.  The  four  living  are  as  follows: 
William  H.,  assistant  postmaster;  Bertha  W., 
wife  of  John  R.  Carson,  of  Schroon  River, 
who  has  one  chiUl;  Charles  L.,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  insurance  business;  and  Fred, 
a  young  man  of  twenty  years.  Socially,  Mr. 
Weeks  is  prominent  in  Grand  Army  of  the 
Rejiublic  circles,  having  been  commander  of 
the  post  at  this  place  for  eight  years,  the  post 
having  been  nametl  at  his  suggestion  the  Gor- 
don T.  Thomas  Post,  in  honor  of  a  heroic 
veteran.      He  is  not  connected  by  membership 
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with  any  religious  organization,  but  Mrs. 
Weeks  is  a  conscientious  and  valued  member 
of  the  Methodist  church. 


OHN  LAl'HAM,  Deputy  Collector  of 
/-"N  I  Customs  at  Ellenburg  Dejiot,  Clinton 
County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Keeseville, 
this  county,  April  27,  1842.  Mr.  Lapham  is 
of  French  ancestry;  and  his  family  name, 
which  has  been  variously  spelled,  is  written 
by  him  "  Lapan "  when  signing  documents. 
His  grandfather,  who  spelled  the  name  "Lap- 
ham,"  was  born  in  France,  and  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Quebec  when  nine  years  of  age.  He 
received  a  good  education,  and  taught  school 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec  for  many  years. 
He  lived  to  be  over  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
had  six  sons  and  three  daughters  who  reached 
maturity,  all  of  whom  have  now  passed  away. 
Four  of  the  sons  became  citizens  of  the 
United  States. 

Isaac  Lapham,  one  of  the  four,  was  born  in 
the  Province  of  Quebec  in  1795.  A  farmer  in 
motierate  circumstances,  he  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  mature  manhood  in  Keeseville, 
Clinton  County,  N.Y.  He  died  in  ICllen- 
burg  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec  in  1801,  and  was  the  only  child  of  her 
parents,  died  in  1887.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church.  Their  remains  rest  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  cemetery  at  Ellenburg  Corners. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of 
thirteen    children,   three    of    whom   were  born 


in  Canada.  Those  who  reached  maturity 
were:  Isaac,  now  resident  in  Keeseville; 
John,  whose  name  a|)pears  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Fassett,  of 
Malone;  Matilda,  wife  of  Joseph  l*\issett,  of 
the  same  town ;  Abraham,  a  farmer  of  Peru, 
N.Y.;  and  Moses,  residing  in  Uannemora, 
N.Y.  John  Lai)ham  received  a  limited  educa- 
tion, going  to  work  when  he  was  but  ten  years 
of  age.  Finding  employment  as  a  farm  hand 
for  a  monthly  stipend  of  eight  dollars,  he  fol- 
lowed agriculture  and  lumbering  until  reach- 
ing the  age  of  nineteen,  when,  offering  his 
services  in  defence  of  the  Union,  he  enlisleil 
from  Plattsburg,  September  24,  1861,  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  C,  Sixteenth  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry.  During  his  military  ser- 
vice he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Yorktown, 
Va. ;  West  Point,  Va. ;  Fair  Oaks,  May  31- 
Jiuie  I,  1862;  Mechanicsville,  June  26,  1862; 
and  Gaines's  Mills,  June  27,  1862.  In  the 
action  at  Gaines's  Mills  Mr.  Lapham  was 
wounded  in  tiie  head  by  a  rifle  ball  which  cut 
short  his  term  of  service,  as,  after  a  sojourn 
in  the  iKJSpital  at  Washington,  he  was  dis- 
chargetl  on  accomit  of  disability,  January  12, 
1863,  and  returned  to  New  York  State.  As 
soon  as  his  health  woukl  permit,  he  sought 
work,  ami,  after  learning  the  mason's  trade  at 
Saranac,  obtained  employment  as  a  journey- 
man. 

In  1867  he  was  engaged  by  Joiin  I'arkiuiist, 
warden  of  the  Clinton  State  Prison,  to  super- 
intend tile  building  of  the  charcoal  kilns 
for  the  State,  which  was  then  engaget!  in  iron 
manufacture.       Subsequently,    from    1873     to 
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1877,  Mr.  Lajjliam  was  in  the  general  mer- 
cantile business  in  Dannemora.  In  the 
autumn  of  1877  he  suffered  a  great  loss,  a  fire 
originating  in  tlie  hotel  adjoining  burning 
his  store,  goods,  ami  residence.  Having  no 
S[)ecial  liking  for  mercantile  pursuits,  in  1878 
he  resumed  the  vocation  of  his  early  youth, 
l)urchasing  his  present  farm  in  Ellenburg. 
This  estate,  which  was  known  as  the  Cressy 
farm,  comj^irises  one  hundred  and  sixteen  acres, 
every  rood  of  wliich  is  used  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. Mr.  Lapham  has  been  very  successful 
in  raising  fast  horses,  commanding  a  good 
price,  for  one  having  received  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  is  a  thrifty  and  enterprising 
farmer,  and  ships  a  considerable  amount  of 
farm  protluce  to  liastern  markets.  He  also 
has  a  fine  brick  kiln  on  his  place,  which  he 
operates  with  profit.  In  1881  and  1882  he 
superintended  the  building  of  the  coal  kilns  of 
the  Chateaugay  Iron  Company. 

On  March  16,  1863,  Mr.  Lapham  was  mar- 
ried to  Catherine  Shaugimessy,  a  native  of 
County  Limerick,  Ireland,  and  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Margaret  (Conners)  Shaughnes.sy. 
Mrs.  Lapham's  father,  who  is  a  tailor  by 
trade,  is  now  eighty-four  years  of  age.  Her 
mother  died  in  1877,  at  si.xty-one  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  three 
chiughters,  of  whom  there  are  living,  besides 
Mrs.  Lapham,  two  chililren  —  William,  a  resi- 
dent of  the  State  of  Kansas ;  and  Margaret, 
residing  in  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Lapham 
was  a  girl  of  fifteen  when  she  arrived  in  this 
counlrj-  in  1862.  Going  direct  to  the  home 
of     her    aunt,    Mrs.     Lagan,     in    Washington, 


D.C.,  she  visited  the  military  hospital  where 
her  uncle  lay  wounded,  and  there  saw  Mr. 
Lapham.  Two  arrows  sped  from  Cupid's  bow, 
striking  sinniltaneously  the  pale  young  soldier 
and  the  rosy  maid  from  over  the  sea;  and  a 
quiet  wedding  soon  followed.  The  years  that 
have  passed  since  then  have  dealt  kindly  with 
Mrs.  Lapham,  leaving  her  face  still  young; 
and  one  wouhl  not  suspect  that  she  was  the 
mother  of  thirteen  children,  though  such  is 
tlie  fact.  Of  these  children  four  lived  but  a 
short  time  —  Maxwell  but  fifteen  months, 
James  Thomas  two  years,  Frank  Myrtle 
three  months,  and  Mary  Louise  two  months. 
The  others  are:  Margaret  J.,  wife  of  William 
Geddes,  a  farmer  of  Ellenburg,  and  mother 
of  two  sons;  John  lienry,  now  a  resident  of 
Saranac  Lake,  who  married  Miss  Addie 
Hutchins,  and  has  three  sons;  Cliarles  W.,  at 
Nashua,  N.IL,  unmarried;  Catherine  Isabel, 
residing  at  home;  Anna  T.,  wife  of  Thomas 
B.  Humphrey,  a  merchant  of  Cherubusco, 
N.Y.,  who  lias  one  daughter;  Lottie  M.,  a 
young  lady  of  elocutionary  talent,  attending 
school  at  Saranac  Lake;  Uaniel  .S.,  a  youth  of 
sixteen,  attending  school  at  Ellenburg  Depot; 
Richard  1'.,  studying  at  the  St.  Joseph  Insti- 
tute at  Amawalk,  N.Y. ;  and  Harry  C,  a  boy 
of  ten  years,  who  is  attending  school  near 
home.  All  Mr.  Lapham's  ilaughters  are  pia- 
nists. 

Mr.  Lapham  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He 
was  Supervisor  of  Dannemora  in  1876  and 
1877,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  year  as 
Deputy  Collector  of  Customs  at  h^llenburg. 
He  is  in  receipt  of  a   government    pension   on 
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account  of  the  wound  received  in  the  war.  In 
religious  belief  he  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  as 
are  his  wife  and  family.  His  home  is  a  hand- 
some brick  dwelling,  which  he  erectet!  in 
1883,  in  I'dlenburg,  .School  District  No.  5; 
and  his  farm  buildings  are  among  tlie  finest  in 
the  district. 

On  a  neighboring  page  will  be  seen  a  por- 
trait of  this  union  veteran,  who  is  well  known 
as  an  enterprising  and  usefid  citizen. 


YDV/ILLIAM  henry  helms,  a  keen, 
VyV^  wide-awake,  and  alert  business  man 
of  Esse.x  County,  New  York,  is  head  book- 
keeper and  cashier  for  the  well-known  firm  of 
Witherbee,  .Sherman  &  Co.  of  Port  Henry, 
lie  is  a  native  of  this  county,  Newcomb  being 
the  [)lace  of  his  birth,  which  occurred  Febru- 
ary 20,  1850.  The  Helms  family  are  of 
Scotch  origin,  the  early  ancestors,  including 
some  of  gentle  birth,  having  dwelt  on  the 
banks  of  the  historic  Clyde  for  many  a  year. 
As  all  records  of  the  family  have  unfoi'tunately 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  any  cffoit  to  tiace  the 
line  of  descent  woulil  be  futile.  'I'he  emi- 
grant ancestor,  William  Helms,  the  grand- 
father of  the  gentleman  above  named,  was  born 
and  bred  in  .Scotland;  but  soon  after  his  union 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Wealthy  Scott  he  came 
to  America.  He  settled  at  Shoreham,  Vt., 
and,  being  a  sailor,  took  charge  of  a  sloop  on 
Lake  Champlain.  He  had  been  in  this  coun- 
try scarcely  two  months  when  he  was  one 
night  attacked  by  robbers,  wlio  nuinlered  him 
for   his   money.      This   was   shortly  before   the 


birth  of  his  only  child,  William  Henry  K. 
Helms.  His  widow  subsei^uently  married  a 
Mr.  15issell;  and  they  afterward  removed  to 
Newcomb  in  this  county,  where  her  husband 
built  a  saw  anil  grist  mill,  and  was  success- 
fully engaged  in  business  for  many  years. 

William  Henry  E.  Helms  was  eleven  years 
of  age  when  his  stepfather  and  family  re- 
moved to  this  county,  where  he  grew  to  man- 
hood. Having  a  natural  aptitude  for  hLuiting 
and  fishing,  he  followed  these  occujiations  for 
a  time,  and  later  bought  a  small  farm,  which 
he  cultivated  in  summer,  during  the  winter 
seasons  being  employed  by  the  l^loomingdale 
Lumber  Company,  working  also  for  the 
Cronkrite  Company  ami  for  Gus  -Sherman  of 
Glen  Ivalls.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Racjuett, 
in  the  town  of  Long  Lake,  Hamilton  County, 
where  for  ten  years  he  had  charge  of  the  town- 
ship, which  was  at  that  time  owned  by  Mr. 
John  15.  Clute,  of  New  York  City.  Here  he 
also  run  a  summer  hotel,  being  a  most  genial 
and  popular  host.  He  has  always  been  an  in- 
dustrious, hard-w(U'king  man,  of  exceptionally 
good  habits,  and  a  strong  anti-tobacconist. 
He  was  one  of  the  iiioneer  settlers  of  Hamil- 
ton County,  and  has  been  active  in  official 
life,  having  served  as  Supervisor  and  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  He  is  now  an 
active  and  hearty  man  of  seventy  years,  and  in 
partnership  with  a  Mr.  Smith  is  conducting  a 
summer  hotel  at  Long  Lake,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Helms  &  Smith.  He  married  Rachel 
Gates,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  David  Gates,  of 
Minerva,  ICssex  County,  she  being  likewise  of 
Scotch  antecedents.      They  reared  eleven  chil- 
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drcn ;  namely,  Addic;  William  Henry;  David; 
Estclla;  Mvangclinc;  Minnie;  John;  Orpha 
and  Ora,  twins;   Frcil ;  and  Merton. 

William  Henry  Helms  lived  in  Nevvcomb 
until  seven  years  of  aye,  when  he  accomi)anied 
his  parents  to  Raquett,  Hamilton  County,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  went  to  Warrens- 
burg  Academy,  winning  the  finest  record  ever 
attained  by  a  [uipil  u])  to  that  time  for  the 
number  of  studies,  his  average  being  ninety- 
nine  and  nine-tenths  per  cent.  He  was  grad- 
uated in  1868,  and  at  once  began  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  at  Long  Lake,  during  the 
evenings  having  charge  of  a  select  school  for 
young  men.  This  occupied  most  of  his  time 
five  days  every  week;  but,  having  Saturdays 
at  his  disposal,  he  chopped  wood  those  days  at 
seventy-five  cents  a  cord,  spending  what  little 
leisure  time  he  had  in  the  study  of  surveying, 
in  which  he  became  so  proficient  that  he  was 
engaged  to  lay  out  a  road  in  the  township. 
In  1870  Mr.  Helms  abandoned  his  school 
work  to  enter  .Sheldon's  general  store  at  Long- 
Lake,  where  during  the  four  years  of  his  em- 
ployment he  lost  but  seven  days'  time.  In 
1875  1'"-'  'Accepted  the  position  of  shipping 
clerk  with  the  Lake  Champlain  Manufacturing 
Comjuny,  who  were  tlien  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  at  Ticonderoga.  Having  served 
eight  months,  Mr.  Helms  was  stricken  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  obliged  to  resign  his  posi- 
tion. After  two  months  of  enforced  idleness 
he  came  to  Port  Henry,  and  for  eight  months 
was  employed  by  Weston  &  Co.  He  then 
entered  Allen  &  Sherman's  Cedar  Point  store 
as    book-keeper    and    salesman,    remaining    in 


that  capacity  seven  years.  In  April,  1886, 
Mr.  Helms  became  assistant  book-keeper  for 
Witherbee,  Sherman  &  Co.,  and  three  years 
later  was  promoted  to  his  present  responsible 
position,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  since  dis- 
charged with  ability  and  fidelity.  His  time 
here  is  fully  occupied,  frequently  a  million 
dollars  a  year  passing  through  his  hands. 

Mr.  Helms  is  a  self-made  man,  his  present 
success  being  entirely  due  to  his  own  efforts, 
his  habits  of  industry  and  thrift  having  been 
early  formed.  He  performed  a  man's  work 
when  but  fifteen  years  old,  earning  money 
enough  to  pay  for  his  schooling  by  acting  as 
guide  in  the  Adirondacks  at  three  dollars  per 
day.  From  his  father  he  has  inherited  a  brisk 
and  energetic  spirit  that  makes  it  practically 
impossible  for  him  to  be  idle.  He  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
in  Addison,  Vt.  He  is  also  conducting  a  fine 
livery  business.  Mr.  Helms  has  great  native 
musical  talent,  and  for  eight  years  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Long  Lake  Quadrille  Band,  jilaying 
the  violin.  Religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  F^piscopal 
church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  offices  of 
Trustee,  Steward,  Recording  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer.  He  has  likewise  been  for  some 
time  superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  so 
that  his  life  in  the  church  is  quite  as  active 
as  in  his  business  career. 

In  October,  1870,  Mr.  Helms  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  M.  Lamos,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Lamos,  of  Addison,  Vt.  Their 
wedded  happiness  has  been  increased  by  the 
birth    of    seven    children,    namely:    True    H.; 
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Pciicy  M. ;  Davie!  L.,  who  died  at  eight  years; 
Leon  W.  :  Jennie  E. ;  Susie  V.;  and  Addic 
K.  True  H.,  who  has  inherited  the  musical 
gifts  of  his  father,  was  educated  on  the  piano, 
at  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music  in 
Boston,  afterward  taking  lessons  on  the  clar- 
inet from  the  distinguished  musician,  S. 
Strausser.  He  is  now  a  solo  clarinet  player 
in  Cheney's  Orchestra  of  Boston,  who  during 
the  past  summer  filled  their  usual  engagement 
at  the  hotels  in  Bar  Harbor,  their  services  the 
present  season  having  been  secured  at  the 
Malvin.  Perley  has  been  a  telegraph  operator 
at  the  Adirondack  Hotel;  but,  his  health 
being  impaired,  he  resigned  his  position,  in 
ortler  to  have  the  benefit  of  open-air  exercise. 


"ON.  IH'.NRY  EELLS  BARNARD, 
familiarly  known  throughout  Clinton 
^  County  as  a  keen-witted,  wide- 
awake lawyer,  with  a  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge of  legal  lore,  is  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential and  esteemed  citizens  of  Plattsburg,  his 
strong  ])ersonality  and  unswerving  integrity 
making  him  a  leader  among  men.  lie  was 
born  in  that  [lart  of  Plattsburg  now  included 
in  the  town  of  Schuyler's  I'alls,  in  March, 
1837.  His  father,  Charles  liarnard,  j'lsq. , 
was  horn  at  Cumberland  Head  in  1799,  being 
a  son  of  Joseph  Barnard  and  Margaret  (Moore) 
liarnard. 

Charles  Barnard  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
after  his  marriage  was  for  several  years  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  at  Schuyler's 
I'alls,    aiding    in    the     business    and    political 


advancement  of  the  jjlace.  In  1S55  he  re- 
moved to  Plattsburg,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  his  decease.  May  28,  1866.  He  was  an 
extensive  reader  of  the  best  literature  of  the 
]ieriod,  and  was  intei'ested  in  |)ublic  affairs, 
filling  various  offices  of  trust  and  resijonsibility 
most  ably  and  satisfactorily.  Voy  three  years  he 
served  as  County  Sujierintendent  of  the  Poor, 
and  for  upward  of  thirty  3'ears  was  Justice  f)f 
the  Peace.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
mother  of  Henry  E.  Barnard,  was  Sarah  l-'ells. 
She  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  daughter 
of  Waterman  Eells,  a  jiioneer  settler  of  the 
town  of  Peru  in  Clinton  County.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband  some  three  years,  jiassing 
to  the  larger  life  in  i8r)9,  at  the  age  of  three- 
score and  ten  years.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  her;  namely,  Maria,  Sarah  Ann,  Mary, 
Pollen,  Henry  P^,  I'lmily,  and  Charles  U.  B. 

Henry  ]•'.  Barnard's  youth  was  s]ient  beneath 
the  parental  roof,  his  earl}'  knowledge  being 
obtained  in  the  district  schools.  He  fitted  for 
college  at  the  academy  in  Plattsburg,  and  en- 
tered the  Ifniversity  of  Vermont  at  Burlington, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1859.  His  tastes  and  talents  leading  him  to 
choose  the  legal  [n'ofession,  Mr.  Barnard  began 
reading  law  in  the  office  of  Palmer  &  Arm- 
strong, and  .afterward  completed  liis  studies  at 
the  Albany  Law  School,  receiving  his  diploma 
from  that  institution  in  1S61.  Beginning  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
he  resided  for  a  while  in  Des  Moines,  sul)se- 
qucntly  having  an  office  in  l?ooncsboro  until 
the  fall  of  1862,  when  he  was  chosen  ])rinci|)al 
of  the  iniblic  schools  in  Iowa  Cit\'.      Then  Mi-. 
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Harnard  ix'turncd  t"  Plattsljurg  at  the  earnest 
snlicitatiiin  of  liis  |i:irciits,  and  here,  opening 
an  office,  lias  Iniilt  up  a  lai'gc  ])ractice  in  this 
vicinity.  A  consistent  l)elie\er  in  jirogress, 
he  has  lieen  close!)'  connected  with  various 
|)uhlic  enterprises,  using  his  hest  efforts  to 
promote  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
town  and  county. 

.Soon  after  settling  in  this  village,  Mr.  ]5ar- 
narcl  was  elected  Town  Clerk,  and  on  the  death 
of  his  father  succeeded  him  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  but  resigned  after  a  two  years'  ser- 
vice. He  has  served  several  terms  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  \'illage  Poard  of  Trustees,  and  was 
instrumental  in  having  the  first  street  lamps 
set  up.  Mr.  Parnard  was  elected  District 
Attorney  in  187,^,  and  filled  the  responsible 
position  for  three  years.  For  twelve  years  he 
has  assisted  the  progress  of  education  by  his 
woik  on  the  X'illage  School  Board.  In  1892, 
while  a  member  of  tlie  .State  legislature,  he 
introduced,  among  others,  the  bill  which 
established  the  present  county  road  system  of 
the  State,  and  under  wliicli  much  of  the  recent 
improvements  in  roa<ls  has  been  made.  lie 
also  secured  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing 
the  employment  of  convicts  in  Clinton  State 
Prison  on  the  [lublic  highwa)'s,  it  being  under 
this  bill  that  the  first  convict  labor  in  repair- 
ing the  highways  of  the  State  was  utilized. 

In  1869  Mr.  Parnard  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Marianna  Moore,  a  native  of 
Rouse's  Point,  a  daughter  of  RLrssell  Moore 
and  Marianna  (Little)  Moore.  Of  this  union 
two  sons  were  born  —  Charles  and  Hairy. 
Ilarrx',    the    youngest,    a     bo)'    of     remarkable 


ability,  was  drowned  in  the  -Saranac  River  on 
Christmas,  1888,  when  ten  years  old.  Charles 
Alanson,  who  was  fitted  for  college  in  I'latts- 
burg,  is  now  studying  at  Harvard  ibiiversity, 
being  a  member  of  the  class  of  1898.  Mrs. 
Parnard  is  a  worthy  and  sincere  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Barnard  is  prom- 
inent in  social  circles,  belonging  to  Clinton 
Lodge,  No.  155,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  to  Platts- 
burg  Chapter,  No.  39,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
and  to  De  .Soto  Commandery,  No.  49,  Knights 
Temiilars,  having  been  Commander  of  the 
latter  organization  for  two  years,  and  is  a 
member  of  Oriental  Temple,  M.  S. ,  of  Troy, 
N.Y. 


<^»^> 


(^TY-SHLEY  S.  PRIM]':,  at  present  County 
Clerk  of  Esse.x  County,  New  York, 
is  a  scarred  veteran  of  the  Civil 
War,  in  which  from  a  private  in  the  ranks  he 
rose  to  be  Second  Lieutenant.  He  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Jay,  N.Y.,  October  2,  1838, 
being  a  son  of  Henry  Prime,  who  practised 
law  in  ITpp,^.,-  j;,Y  foi-  some  years,  but  after- 
wai'd  lived  retired  from  active  pursuits  on  his 
farm.  ,  Ashley  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  town,  subsequently,  on  the  failure 
of  his  father's  health,  taking  charge  of  the 
home  farm.  He  continued  in  agricultural 
labors  until  alxmt  the  time  of  his  enlistment 
in  tiic  defence  of  his  country,  during  the  late 
Rebellion.  He  joined  Comjiany  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  New  A'ork  \'ohmteer 
Infantrv,  on  August  11,  1862,  and  was  at  the 
front  in  many  scenes  of  carnage.  At  the 
battle    of    Petersburi:     Mr.     Prime    received    a 
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wound  in  the  face  fr(im  a  liHe  ball,  which  laid 
liim  up  in  the  liosjiital  at  Fortress  Monroe  for 
six  weeks;  and  the  scar  he  bears  to  this  day. 
Getting  impatient  under  confinement,  he  re- 
turned to  active  duty  before  his  wound  had 
fully  healed,  going  against  the  better  judgment 
of  the  nurses  and  physicians.  He  was  ]iresent 
at  several  of  the  important  engagements  of  the 
war,  including  Drewry's  Bluff,  Fort  Marrison, 
and  the  second  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  where  he 
was  detailed  as  Sergeant  Major  on  the  field; 
and  on  the  day  before  Richmond  was  taken 
he  was  recommended  b}'  Colonel  Nichols  for 
]ii'omotion.  Enlisting  as  a  ])rivate,  Mr.  Prime 
was  promoted  to  First  Sergeant  of  Company  C, 
then  Sergeant  Major,  and  to  the  rank  of  .Second 
Lieutenant  on  April   12,    1S65. 

Heing  mustered  out  of  serx'ice  in  June,  1865, 
Mr.  Prime,  returning  home,  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business  in  Upper  Jay,  and  in  1878 
entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  .Smith,  of 
Au  Sable  Forks,  where  they  carried  on  a  suc- 
cessful wholesale  and  retail  drug  business, 
inider  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Prime.  In 
1872  he  formed  a  cojiartnershi]^  with  his 
brother  Silas  in  the  general  store  now  carried 
on  by  Prime  Hrothers  in  Jay,  and  at  the  same 
time  conducted  the  tirug  business  with  Mr. 
Smith.  In  1888  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Prime 
sold  out  their  business  to  Mr.  II.  I-'.  Gillespie. 
The  firm  of  Smith  &  Prime  had  also  a  branch 
store  at  Bloomingdalc,  but  this  they  subse- 
quently dis])Osed  of. 

Politically,  Mr.  Prime  is  a  Republican,  but 
no  spoilsman,  believing  in  letting  the  office 
seek  the  man,  not   the   man   the   office.      He  is 


a  Grand  Army  man,  being  a  member  of 
D' Avignon  Post,  of  Au  Sable  I'"orks.  He  is 
likewise  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  be- 
longing to  the  Tahawus  Lodge,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  No.  790,  of  Au  Sable  Forks.  Mr. 
Prime  has  represented  his  town  as  .Supervisor 
one  year,  and  is  at  present  filling  the  office  of 
County  Clerk,  having  been  elected  to  the  place 
in  1893.  In  1S67  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master at  L^pper  Jay,  holding  the  ])osition 
until  his  recent  resignation.  He  has  l)een 
very  successful  in  his  undertakings,  accumu- 
lating considerable  property  in  addition  to  his 
mercantile  interests,  owning  thix'c  or  four 
farms  in  Jay,  aggregating  some  four  or  five 
hundred  acres. 

In  P'ebruary,  1863,  Mr.  Prime  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Helen  L.  Smith,  daughter 
of  G.  H.  Smith,  of  Jay.  They  have  had  four 
children,  and  have  been  bereaved  of  one.  Cliff, 
the  first-born,  who  died  of  typhoid  fever  at  Au 
.Sable  I'orks  at  the  age  of  twent\-one  years. 
Their  son  Victor  is  employed  at  the  Count)- 
Clerk's  office  at  I'.lizabethtown ;  I'jnma,  the 
elder  daughter,  married  J.  H.  A.  Pond,  a 
prosjierous  merchant  at  Keeseville;  and  Mattie 
is  a  pui)il  in  the    IClizabethtovvn    High    Schonl. 


c 


HARLICS  L.  WICKl'.R,  who  owns  and 
'T  occupies  a  valuable,  finely  e(iui|)ped 
farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  Ti- 
conderoga,  Esse.\  County,  X.V. ,  is  familiarly- 
known  throughout  this  part  of  the  .State  as 
a  practical  and  progressive  agriculturist,  and 
especially  as  a   raiser  of   thorouglibred  hoises. 
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He  was  born  June  6,  1823,  in  Putnam,  Wash- 
ington County,  son  of  Ciiarlcs  Frederick 
Wicker,  wlio  was  liorn  Marcli  6,  1790,  in 
Scliuylerville,  Saratoga  Coiuity. 

The  immigrant  ancestor  of  this  well-known 
family  was  Lemuel  Wicker,  who  came  to 
America  from  \Vales.  He  is  said  to  have 
married  a  descendant  of  Mary  Chilton,  the  fair 
I'jiglish  maiden  who  came  over  in  the  "May- 
ilower  "  in  1620,  and  subsequently  married 
John  Winslow.  Lemuel  Wicker  and  his  wife 
settlctl  in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  Among 
their  jiosterity  are  men  and  women  of  promi- 
nence in  the  various  large  cities  of  the  United 
States,  some  being  in  Chicago,  some  in  New 
"^'ork.  Dr.  Wicker  in  Saranac,  one  Charles 
Wicker    in   Minneapolis,    besides  many  others. 

Mr.  Wicker's  paternal  grandfather.  Dr. 
Lemuel  Wicker,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Schuylerville,  and  there  married  to  Miss  Lucy 
Pendleton,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children. 
Most  of  them  were  born  in  Orwell,  Vt.,  where 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  ]iractice  of 
medicine  for  many  years,  and  where  he  and 
his  wife  died,  he  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven, 
and  she  a  few  months  later.  The  children, 
Catheiinc,  Lemuel,  Henajah,  Charles  Fred- 
erick, Josejih,  Jacob,  Thomas,  y\melia,  and 
Maria,  with  the  exception  of  two,  married  and 
had  families. 

Charles  I'rederick  Wicker  moved  from  Or- 
well, Vt. ,  in  1850  to  Ticonderoga.  Here 
he  purchased  a  farm  cpiite  near  the  village,  and 
continued  engaged  in  general  farming  until  his 
demise,  August  12,  1867.  He  w;is  a  man  of 
foresight,    possessing  sound   judgment   and   the 


practical  ability  that  insured  him  success, 
being  enabled  at  his  death  to  leave  to  each  of 
his  sons  a  farm.  His  wife,  Abigail  Nicker- 
son,  a  native  of  Ticonderoga,  whom  he  wedded 
March  17,  1816,  became  the  mother  of  three 
children,  as  follows:  Gustavus  N.,  born  Janu- 
ary 4,  1817;  Maria  Amanda,  liorn  August  30, 
1819;  and  Charles  Lemuel,  the  particular  sub- 
ject of  this  brief  sketch.  The  mother  jire- 
ceded  her  husband  to  the  other  world,  crossing 
the  river  of  death  July  3,  1856.  Both  were 
exemplary  Christians,  belonging  to  the  Metho- 
dist church. 

Charles  L.  Wicker  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  while  living  in  his  Vermont 
home,  and  there  became  skilled  in  agricultural 
labors.  From  his  earliest  years  he  was  fond 
of  horses,  the  proudest  days  of  his  boyhood 
being  those  on  which  his  father  w-ould  tie  him 
on  to  a  horse's  back,  and  send  him  to  mill. 
Directly  after  his  marriage,  about  forty-nine 
years  ago,  Mr.  Wicker  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  which  now  gives  visible  evidence  of  his 
practical  skill  and  good  management,  being 
well  stocked  and  amply  supplied  with  conven- 
ient and  commodious  residence  and  farm  builtl- 
ings,  as  well  as  the  necessary  machinery  for 
carrying  on  farming  after  the  most  approvcil 
modern  methods.  He  has  bred  many  fine 
horses.  Of  the  noted  animals  that  have  gone 
out  of  his  stables  we  may  mention  Black 
Murat,  which  he  .sold  in  1852  for  sixteen  hun- 
dred dollars;  Flying  Cloud,  owned  by  himself 
and  his  brother,  that  brought  them  twenty- 
seven  hundred  dollars;  and  George  D.  Sher- 
man, which  he  sold   for  four  thousand   d<dlars, 
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being  a  clear  gain  of  fifteen  liundred  dollars. 
lie  also  bred  and  raised  Georgia  II.,  which 
sold  for  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dtdlars  when 
two  years  old. 

On  January  4,  1847,  Mr.  Wicker  wa.s  mar- 
ried to  Ellen  Royce,  who  was  born  in  Orwell, 
\'t.,  Novembers,  1S31.  Her  parents,  Levi  and 
i'hiloinela  (Hascom)  Royce,  both  died  in  Or- 
well prior  to  her  marriage,  the  father  on  De- 
cember 18,  1839,  and  the  mother  January  27, 
1845.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Royce  were  the  [parents 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  five  sons  and  four 
daughters  married  and  reared  families.  Five 
are  now  living,  namely:  Nehemiah,  a  resident 
of  Western  New  York,  now  eighty-three  years 
old;  Marcellus,  in  his  eightieth  year;  Mari- 
etta Fisher,  of  Nebraska,  seventy-two  years  of 
age;  I'Hias  B. ,  of  Ticonderoga;  and  Mrs. 
Wicker,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wicker,  four  of  whom  have  ])assed  to  the 
life  beyond:  Lucy  P.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
si.Kteen  years;  Charles  R.,  when  ten  years  old, 
in  1867;  Marion  A.,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen 
years;  and  Luther  K.,  in  1885,  aged  twenty- 
si.\  years.  Mary  A.  Wicker  lives  at  home 
with  her  parents;  ]"".llen  K.  is  the  wdfe  of 
Frank  Moses,  of  Ticonderoga;  Philomela  J. 
is  a  typewriter  and  stenographer;  and  Frank 
A.  is  a  well-known  horseman,  residing  in  Con- 
necticut. 


|Ci.)ri':NRV   V.    DAVIS,  a  well-known  mer- 
chant at   Crown  Point,  ICsse.x  County, 
was  born    in   that   ]iart  of    the    town 
known    as    I''actnryvillc,     .Sejitember    7,     1859, 


son  of  Truman  E.  Davis,  a  lifelong  resident  of 
this  place,  his  birth  occurring  A]iril  15,  1836. 
He  is  descended  from  |iioneer  ancestors, 
being  the  gre;it-grandson  of  Hammond  Davis, 
who  married  a  Miss  Shattuck  and  settled  at 
Crown  Point  about  1800.  Those  early  settlers 
were  earnest  in  advancing  the  educational  and 
religious  interests  of  this  little  hamlet,  being 
among  the  most  active  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational churcli.  Hammond  IJavis  died  in 
1812,  leaving  children.  Henry  Davis,  one 
of  his  sons,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and, 
when  twelve  years  old,  went  to  live  with  Judge 
Murdock,  who  reared  him  to  maturity.  He 
settled  in  this  town,  an<l  bec;ime  a  well-to-do 
farmer.  His  wife,  Martha  Mead  P^oot,  of 
Cornwall,  Vt.,  bore  him  si.\  children,  namely: 
Mehitabel,  wife  of  Bennett  Benedict;  Pollen; 
Addie,  who  died  )'oung ;  Truman  ]■",.  ;  and 
Rosella,  wife  of  John  C.  Allen,  of  Troy. 
Samuel  went  to  California  in  1852,  but  came 
back  here  for  his  bride,  Sarah  Baldwin,  who 
accompanied  him  on  his  return  tri])  to  the 
Golden  Gate  State,  whei'e  he  died  in  the 
prime  of  life,  leaving  a  handsome  property. 
His  widow  subsequently  became  the  wife  of 
1^.  D.  Scagle,  of  this  town.  I{llen,  whose 
first  husband,  Charles  Ilildieth,  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  is  now  the  wife 
of  Plenry  Dunn,  of  White  River  Junction,  \'t. 
Henry  Davis  died  on  August  29,  1862;  and 
his    widow,    Martha    M.    V.    Davis,    May    30, 

1875. 

Truman  V..  Davis,  Ixiin  on  .April  15,  1836, 
son  of  Henry  and  Martha,  is  nund)ered  among 
the  [irosperous  and  respected  citizens  of  Crown 
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rniiit,  being  identified  witli  its  agricultural 
interests.  On  March  25,  1855,  he  married 
Diantha,  daughter  (if  Micajah  and  I'jiiily 
(Joimson)  Mclntyre,  <if  hoiuille,  in  this  town, 
he  being  nineteen  years  old,  and  his  bride  a 
very  little  his  senior.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children  :  l-Illa,  who  mar- 
ried Oilando  F.  Thrasher;  Ileiiiy  I'".  ;  Sarah, 
wife  of  Fred  A.  Streeter,  of  Saranac  Lake; 
I'^lsie  J.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Montgomery, 
of  Luzerne,  Warren  County;  Addie;  Fred  A., 
a  salesman  in  his  brother  Henry's  store;  and 
Orra.  The  two  younger  sisters  are  still  living 
at  home  with  their  father  and  mother. 

Henry  F.  Davis  received  a  good  common- 
-school  education  and  a  practical  training  in 
agricultural  labors  while  a  member  of  the  pa- 
rental household.  His  father  would  have 
given  him  an  academic  education,  had  he  been 
inclined  to  further  pursue  his  studies;  but, 
desirous  of  earning  his  own  living,  in  Sei^tem- 
ber,  I  S77,  he  went  to  Esse.x,  where  he  entered 
the  employment  of  James  Haldwin,  for  whom 
he  drove  the  'bus  and  stage  and  served  as  gen- 
eral nlility  man,  working  early  and  late  for 
the  sum  of  eight  dollars  a  month.  A  few 
months  later,  with  his  entire  cash  capital  of 
fifty-five  dollars,  which  he  had  .saved,  he  went 
to  Morrison,  (Irundy  County,  la.,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  for  four  months,  his  wages 
being  thirteen  dollars  a  month.  Having  had 
enough  of  farm  life,  Mr.  Davis  then  went  to 
(irundy  Centre  in  the  same  comity,  being 
there  emjiloyed  for  a  sli<irt  time  in  a  livery, 
and  subse(|uently  in  a  llax  warehouse  or  eleva- 
tor, where  he  soon  became  an  inspector  of  tla.x. 


afterward  proceeding  to  Beaman,  a  new  town 
which  at  that  time  had  a  boom,  engaging  as 
a  journeyman  car])enter,  receiving  from  one 
dollar  and  fifty  t<i  two  dollars  per  day,  and 
also  taking  jobs  at  lathing,  here  making  some 
money. 

Two  years  later  I\h'.  Davis  returned  home, 
intending  to  go  back  to  Cedar  Ra]iids,  la.,' 
after  a  visit  with  his  friends,  but  instead  es- 
tablished his  present  business,  buying  out  in 
18S2  the  complete  stock  of  clothing  carried 
by  Miner  Lewis.  The  following  year  Mr. 
Davis  had  succeeded  so  well  that  he  bought 
the  lot  on  which  he  erected  his  present  store 
and  dwelling,  since  which  time  his  trade  has 
rapidly  increased. 

Mr.  Davis  was  married  September  34,  1884, 
to  Anna  IVL  Heaton,  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  the  family  of  the  late  William  Heaton. 
They  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  'Violet,  who 
was  born  February  9,  1887.  Politically,  Mr. 
Davis  is  an  active  Republican,  and  has  served 
his  fellow-citizxMis  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Education  for  three  years,  being  now  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board.  He  has  been  the  owner  of 
some  very  fine  horses,  being  an  especial  ad- 
mirer of  the  noble  animal. 


'^EHH^IL    BFARDSLEY      WHITE,     of 

Plattsburg,  C-\-Sheriff  of  Clinton 
County,  New  York,  belongs  to  an  old 
and  well-known  family  of  Peru,  the  name  of 
White  having  been  conspicuous  in  the  annals 
of  that  town  since  its  early  settlement.  He 
is    a    grandson     of    Edward     White,    who,    as 
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appears  from  the  best  information  to  be 
gleanetl,  was  a  native  of  Holland. 

When  a  young  man,  Edward  White  emigrated 
to  America,  and,  after  sojourning  for  a  brief 
])eriod  in  Dutchess  County,  New  York,  re- 
moved to  Peru,  at  a  time  when  Clinton  Count}' 
was  little  more  than  a  wilderness,  with  here 
and  there  an  opening  from  which  the  smoke 
from  some  pioneer's  cabin  could  be  seen. 
He  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town,  antl,  having  cleared 
a  space,  built  a  log  house,  the  hrst  home  of 
the  family  in  this  county.  He  redeemed  a  part 
of  the  land  from  the  wilderness,  antl  carried  on 
general  farming  for  a  few  years,  then  sold  that, 
and  purchased  another  piece  of  land  located 
about  three  and  one-half  miles  from  the  present 
site  of  the  village  of  Peiu.  'Phere  he  im])roved 
a  good  homestead,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  years.  He  and  his  wife,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  a  Quaker  preacher  of  Peru  named 
Dusenbiu-y,  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 
15oth  livetl  to  advanced  age,  the  grandfather 
being  eighty-five  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
and  the  grandmother  some  years  younger  when 
she  departed.  They  reared  seven  children : 
Andrew,  Jacob,  Reynolds,  John,  Jane,  Ruha- 
mah,  and  Rachel. 

Jacob  White,  the  second  son  of  Edward,  as 
the  list  is  above  given,  was  but  a  small  boy 
when  his  parents  removed  to  this  county;  and 
as  soon  as  old  enough  to  work  he  became  iden- 
tified with  its  development  and  progress.  He 
was  early  initiated  into  the  pioneer  labor  of 
felling  trees  and  [jreparing  the  grouutl  for  cul- 
tivation, anil,  when  of  age,  was  associated  with 


his  father  in  agricultural  |)ursuits.  The  home- 
stead became  his  by  inheritance;  and  there  he 
spent  his  entire  years,  dying  in  the  prime  of 
life,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sally  Chandler,  was  burn  in 
Keene,  N.  H.  Her  father,  David  Chandler, 
eventually  removed  from  Keene  to  Westport, 
Esse.\  County,  N.V.,  wliere  he  bought  a  farm, 
and  in  addition  to  the  care  of  the  land  followed 
his  trade  of  carpentry.  His  wife,  whose  fam- 
ily name  was  Peabody,  was  born  in  that  part 
of  Essex  C\)unty,  Massachusetts,  then  known 
as  Danvers,  but  now  called  Peabody  in  honor 
of  the  millionaire  philanthropist,  George 
I^eabody,  a  native  of  the  town.  lioth  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chandler  continued  their  residence  in 
Westport  during  the  remainder  of  their  earthly 
life,  the  latter  surviving  her  husband  some 
years.  She  reared  a  famil)-  of  nine  children, 
as  follows:  D.  Chandler,  Jane,  Emily  N., 
I'-dward,  Andrew,  Jehiel  11,  Hannah,  Rachel, 
and  Carrey  Jacob. 

Jehiel  15.  White  was  rearetl  on  the  parental 
homestead,  in  his  boyhood  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  when  they  were  in  session,  and 
under  his  father's  training  becoming  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  agricultural  labors.  In 
March,  1852,  resolving  to  try  liis  luck  in  the 
gold  digging.s,  he  started  for  California.  He 
sailed  from  New  \'ork,  going  by  way  of  Cape 
Horn,  and,  after  landing  at  .San  l-'rancisco  in 
the  month  of  August,  spent  some  time  in 
mining  in  the  vicinity  of  the  American 
River,  and  was  subsequently  similarly  engaged 
in  Si.skiyou  County,  (letting  but  little  satis- 
faction from  his   labors  with   the   pick,  he   ne.\t 
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took  up  the  express  business,  remaining  in  that 
State  until  the  fall  of  1856,  when  he  returned 
home  I'ia  Nicaragua.  Purchasing  a  farm  in 
Peru,  Mr.  White  was  engaged  for  several  years 
in  its  cultivation.  'I'lien,  disposing  of  that 
property,  he  [lurchaseil  the  ()Iiver  Keyes  farm, 
lleie  he  continued  his  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1.S7J,  meeting  with  excellent  success, 
hut  in  that  year  sold  his  farm,  and  removed  to 
the  village  of  Peru,  where  he  established  a 
mercantile  and  mill  business,  which  proved 
very  lucrative.  He  continued  actively  engaged 
until  iS8g,  and  still  owns  both  the  store  and 
the  mill.  On  retiring  from  business,  Mr. 
White  removed  to  Plattsburg,  and  here  sjient 
three  years,  when  he  returned  to  Peru  for  a 
short  time.  During  his  first  residence  in 
Plattsburg  he  bought  property  on  VAm  Street, 
on  which  in  1(894  ^i^'  h^ilt  the  pleasant 
dwelling  which  he  and  his  wife  have  since 
occupied. 

Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  in  1857 
with  Abigail  V..  Arnold,  a  daughter  of  Stuke- 
ley  Arncdd,  of  Schuyler's  I'alls,  N.  V.  (")ne 
daughter  blessed  their  union,  Mary  Lovisa, 
the  wife  of  Ilirani  Ileyworth,  of  Peru,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children  —  Abbie  and  Sarah. 
Mr.  White  has  been  a  Republican  in  politics 
since  the  organization  f>f  that  ])arty,  and  has 
filled  many  offices  of  trust  wdth  ability  and 
fidelity.  P'or  twelve  years  he  served  as  High- 
way Commissioner  in  I'eru,  for  eight  years  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  for  six  years  was  a 
member  of  the  County  ]?oard  of  Supervisors. 
He  was  elected  Sheriff  in  1889,  and  served 
a    full    term   of    three    years,    giving    universal 


satisfaction.  He  is  prominent  in  ]iolitical 
affairs,  and  is  now  Chairman  of  the  Clinton 
Comity  Republican  Committee. 


RANK  SCOTT  ATWELL,  cashier  of 
s  the  P'irst  National  l^ank  at  Port  Henry, 
possesses  in  a  marked  degree  the  financial  and 
executive  ability  requisite  for  the  resjionsible 
position  he  is  so  ably  filling.  He  was  born 
July  14,  1852,  at  \^ergennes,  \'t. ,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  an  early  pioneer  of  this  section 
of  New  York,  his  great-grandfather,  Joseph 
Atwell,  having  been  one  of  the  original  agri- 
culturists of  the  town  of  Peru,  Clinton  County. 
Joseph  Atwell  married  a  Miss  Lyon;  and  their 
son,  John  M.  Atwell,  also  a  farmer  in  Peru, 
married  Mary  Elizabeth  Weatherwax,  who  is 
yet  living,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

Joseph  Dean  Atwell,  son  of  John  i\r.  and 
Mary  E.  W.  Atwell,  was  born  May  14,  1826, 
at  I'eru,  Clinton  Coimty,  and  was  educated  at 
the  Poultney  Academ)-,  after  which  he  began 
his  business  career  in  a  general  store  in  the 
town  of  ICssex.  He  subsequently  became  a 
teller  in  the  l^ank  of  Vergennes,  being  pro- 
moted after  a  short  time  to  the  post  of  cashier, 
remaining  there  until  his  appointment  as  pay- 
master in  the  army  in  1864.  This  position 
he  faithfully  filled  until  mustered  out  of  tlie 
United  States  service  in  1867.  He  then 
established  himself  in  business  in  New  York 
City,  being  for  three  years  a  member  of  the 
clothing  firm  of  Thompson,  Atwell  &  Co.  On 
May  I,  1870,  when  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Port    Henry    was   organized,  he   was  appointed 
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cashiei';  and  this  position  he  held  for  six  years. 
He  has  but  one  cliihl,  I'^rank  Scott  Atwell,  the 
subject  of  this  brief  sketcli,  whose  niotiier  was 
Mary  Gertrude  Scott,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and 
Mary  Scott,  who  were  born  in  Waterford, 
N.Y. ,  the  great-grandfather  having  been  a 
native  of  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  where  the  home- 
stead is  still  in  possession  of  descendants. 

Frank  S.  i\twell  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Biooklyn,  where  he 
continued  his  studies  at  Hart's  College  Gram- 
mar School.  In  September,  1866,  he  became 
a  pupil  at  the  Highland  Military  Academy  at 
Worcester,  Mass.,  remaining  there,  under  a 
strict  military  discipline,  until  his  graduation 
in  June,  i86g.  Returning  to  lirooklyn,  Mr. 
Atwell  in  August,  1869,  entered  the  whole- 
sale store  of  W.  H.  &  L.  C.  Thome  S:  Co.  as 
entry  clerk.  On  May  i,  1871,  he  began  his 
duties  as  teller  in  the  F"irst  National  ]5ank  of 
Fort  Henry.  After  nearly  si.x  3'ears  of  faithful 
and  efficient  work,  he  was  promoted,  January 
31,  1877,  to  his  present  |)osition  as  cashier. 
Under  his  management  the  business  of  the 
hank  has  been  largely  increased,  and  his 
ability  and  genial  courtesy  have  made  him 
exceedingly  popular  as  ;ui  official   in   the  bank. 

Mr.  Atwell  has  excellent  qualifications.  He 
is  a  Director  of  the  l-'ssex  Horse-nail  Com- 
pany, and  has  twice  been  Fresident  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Fort  Henry.  In  politics  he  is  a  true 
and  steadfast  Ke])ublican,  and  cast  his  first 
Frcsidential  vote  in  1876  for  Rutherford  H. 
Hayes.  Mr.  Atwell  is  Fresident  of  the  Fene- 
dict  Club,  and  is  interested  in  military  affairs, 
having  held  the  office  of  Cajitain   of   the   -Sher- 


man Guards  of  Fort  Henry,  attached  to  Tenth 
Brigade,  Third  Division,  New  York  State 
National  Guaixls,  this  having  been  the  first 
separate  company  to  be  organized  in  the  State. 
On  Feburary  5,  18S3,  Mr.  Atwell  was 
united  in  marriage  with  l\Hss  Adele  Fond, 
daughter  of  Dr.  F:.  A.  Fond,  of  Rutland,  Vt. 
Their  household  circle  has  been  brightened 
by  the  advent  of  two  children  —  Gertrude  and 
Fllen.  ]5oth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atwell  are  com- 
municants of  the  I'^piscopal  church,  in  which 
he  holds  the  office  of  Vestryman. 


eTT^EWELL  F.  BUNKER,  a  leading 
citizen  of  .St.  Armand,  li\'ing  in  the 
part  of  the  town  called  Bloomingdale, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  .Sheffoixl,  .Shefford 
County,  Lower  Canada,  March  ly,  1834.  He 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  Jeffers(;n  and  Sylvia 
(Goddard)  Bunker,  natives  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  is  of  American  ancestry.  His  great- 
grandfather, John  Bunkei',  wlio  was  cajitain 
of  a  merchantnian,  led  an  adventurous  life  by 
land  and  sea,  spending  eighteen  months  in 
ca[)tivity  among  the  Indians.  His  grand- 
father, Isaac  Bunker,  the  only  son  of  Cai)tain 
John  Bunker,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire 
in  1772.  A  farmer  by  occupation,  he  moved 
witii  a  cohiny  of  New  Ilamjishire  people  to 
Lower  Canada  in  1S07,  hoping  to  find  better 
o[)portunities  for  farmers;  I)ut  lie  was  griev- 
ously disaiipninted,  and,  after  suffering  the 
severest  hardships  in  the  new  country,  died 
in  1856.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Sally  Barker,  was  also  a  native  of   New  Hamp- 
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shire.  She  ami  her  husband  reared  five 
dausrhters  and  one  son,  all  of  whom  went  to 
Illinois,  and  died  in  the  West. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Bunker  was  born  in  Mere- 
dith, \.H.,  in  1S04.  He  was  one  of  the 
colony  that  settled  in  Canada,  and  was  the  first 
to  engage  in  the  manufacture  of  pearlash  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  Iksides  being  em- 
]iloyed  in  this  industry,  at  which  he  worked 
some  fifteen  years,  he  also  managed  a  farm. 
He  disposed  of  the  farm  in  1850,  and  about 
the  year  1855  he  removed  to  Illinois,  thereby 
becoming  the  first  of  his  family  to  return  to 
the  States.  He  settled  on  a  farm  near  Free- 
port  in  Stephenson  County,  111.,  and  spent 
some  winters  in  the  pine  woods  of  Wisconsin, 
lumbering.  Thomas  J.  Bunker  died  about 
1887,  and  is  buried  in  Lena,  111.  His  first 
wife,  and  the  mother  of  Sewell  F.  Bunker,  was 
a  daughter  of  Elijah  Goddard,  one  of  the  col- 
ony that  went  to  Canada.  Her  family  cxjieri- 
enccd  the  most  bitter  i)overty  in  the  wild 
country,  and  were  often  on  the  verge  of  starva- 
tion. Isaac  Bunker  at  one  time  walked 
twenty-six  miles  through  the  trackless  forest, 
marking  his  way  by  blazed  trees,  and  worked 
a  week  for  a  bushel  of  corn,  which  he  carried 
home  on  his  back  on  the  Sabbath  day  to  his 
hungry  family.  Mr.  Sewell  F.  Bunker's 
mother  died  June  15.  1848,  aged  about  forty- 
five  years.  She  gave  birth  to  eleven  children, 
•seven  sons  and  four  daughters,  including  two 
children  who  were  twins.  One  died  when 
nineteen  years  old:  the  rest  of  the  children 
attained  maturity.  Mr.  Bunker  subsequently 
married    Nancv  Lobdell,   of    Saranac,    Clinton 


County,  N.  Y. ,  who  is  buried  with  him  in 
Lena,  111.  She  also  bore  eleven  children,  five 
sons  and  si.\  daughters.  Two  of  the  sons  died 
in  infancy.  The  rest  of  the  children  reached 
maturit)'.  Of  Thomas  Bunker's  twenty-two 
children  the  following  are  now  living:  Shep- 
ard  P.,  a  farmer  over  seventy  years  of  age, 
residing  near  Waterloo,  Canada;  Thomas  H., 
a  farmer  in  South  Dakota;  Sewell  F.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Mary,  wife  of  Wallace  E. 
Getchell,  in  Independence,  la.  ;  Hollis  M., 
in  Iowa;  Hiram,  in  Lena,  111.  ;  and  Edwin  J. 
(one  of  the  twins  born  to  Mr.  Bunker's  first 
wife),  a  contractor  in  Providence,  R.I. 

Sewell  F.  Bunker  acquired  a  knowledge 
of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  in  a  little 
log  school-house  in  Canada,  which  he  attended 
for  one  year.  His  parents  were  very  poor,  and 
his  oldest  brother  never  attended  school.  But 
the  latter,  who  has  good  natural  gifts,  is 
a  ready  mathematician.  I\Ir.  Bunker  went  to 
work  for  his  living  when  he  was  eight  years 
old.  When  he  was  sixteen,  he  hired  as  a  farm 
hand  in  Canada  for  six  dollars  a  month.  In 
Illinois  he  was  also  engaged  in  farm  work. 
He  removed  to  Saranac,  N.  Y.,  in  1S60,  and 
there  learned  the  mason's  trade.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  settled  on  a  farm  about  one  mile 
from  Bloomingdale.  In  December,  1863, 
he  enlisted  for  the  defence  of  the  Union,  as 
a  private  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighteenth  New  York  Infantry,  and  served 
till  February,  1867,  his  regiment  being  re- 
tained on  patrol  duty  extending  from  Warring- 
ton to  Lynchburg,  and  to  Bristol,  Tenn., 
where    they    were    relieved    by    the    regulars. 
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Mr.  Blinker  returned  home  in  1868  with  a  cor- 
jjoral's  commission.  He  sohi  his  farm,  and 
removed  to  the  village  of  liloomingdale. 
There  he  was  for  some  time  employed  as  clerk 
by  Mr.  Titus,  dealer  in  general  merchandise. 
Then  he  opened  a  general  store  with  L.  G. 
Dudley,  the  firm  being  Bunker  &  Dudley. 
After  four  years  Mr.  Bunker  jjurchased  his 
partner's  interest,  conducted  the  business  alone 
three  years,  and  then  closed  out  the  store. 

On  February  27,  1855,  Mr.  lUmker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Jane  Lobdell,  daugh- 
ter of  Jared  and  Iluldah  (I'arris)  Lobdell,  and 
sister  of  his  step-mother.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  in  Freeport,  111.,  by  the  Rev.  Mi', 
(juiteau,  father  of  the  murtlerer  of  rresident 
Garfield.  l-"ive  years  later  they  removed  to 
New  York  State.  They  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  dietl  in  infancy,  and  one  in 
the  promise  of  young  manhood.  The  death  of 
the  latter,  Fred  S.,  occurred  in  New  York 
City  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  when  he  left 
a  wife.  The  others  areas  follows:  Iila  A., 
who  is  the  wife  of  1.  Rice,  M.D.,  proprietor 
of  a  hotel  for  sportsmen  at  Lake  Clear,  N.Y., 
and  has  two  .sons  and  two  daughters  ;  Emma  S. , 
who  is  the  wife  of  Selh  Wardner,  of  St.  Ar- 
mand,  and  has  one  son;  Caleb  P.,  a  resident 
of  St.  Armand,  who  is  married  to  Alice  Lob- 
dell, and  has  one  son  and  two  daughters; 
Charles  L.,  al.so  a  resident  of  St.  Armand, 
who  married  Kattie  Payc,  and  has  two  sons; 
Alice  J.,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Miller, 
station  agent  at  Saranac  Inn,  and  has  one  son; 
and  Grace  Alene,  a  young  lady,  who  is  with 
her     parents.      Both     Alene    and    Lmma    iiave 


taught  school.  Mr.  Bunker  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, lie  has  lieen  Town  Clerk,  was  I'oor- 
master  for  si.x  years,  Supervisor  ior  seveial 
terms,  and  Commissioner  of  Highways  f(jr 
three  years.  He  and  his  wife  have  long  been 
members  of  the  Mctliodist  church,  in  which 
he  is  an  official. 

On   an   adjoining   jxige    will    be    found  a  por- 
trait of  this  well-known  citizen. 


;s]YAMES  KOCJl'RS,  Jr.,  a  native  of  Au 
.Sable  b'orks,  Clinton  County,  N.'S'., 
was  born  June  20,  i<S53.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Cornell  IJnivei'sit}',  and,  on  leaving 
college  in  1873,  entered  the  fnni  of  J.  &  J. 
Rogers's  Iron  Company  as  superintendent  of 
their  iron  works.  In  this  ]iosition  Mr.  Rogers 
disi)la}'ed  remarkable  business  talent,  as  is 
shown  by  the  record  of  his  twenty  years' 
service. 

I'he  firm  did  an  immense  business,  sup- 
porting about  twenty-live  hundi-ed  people; 
and  in  former  days,  when  no  railroad  ran  to 
Au  Sable  b'orks,  they  were  obliged  to  transfer 
all  their  iron  by  team  at  great  e.xjiense  to 
Rogers's  Station,  some  three  miles  distant. 
A  few  years  since,  when  the  I'ennsylvania  ore 
beds,  having  su|K'rior  facilities  for  obtaining 
coal,  consequently  being  able  to  produce  iion 
much  more  chea])ly,  began  to  unilermine  their 
business,  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Iron  Comjiany, 
in  the  fall  of  1 89O,  closed  their  mines,  and 
cast  around  for  some  other  enterprise  in  which 
to  embark. 

At  the  suggestion  of  I\Ir.  James  Rogers,  Jr., 
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the  subject  of  this  sketch,  they  were  induced 
to  investigate  the  i)ulp  business.  Becoming 
interested  in  this,  a  new  company  was  formed, 
with  H.  VV.  Stetson,  President;  the  Hon. 
George  Chahoon,  Vice-President;  and  James 
Rogers,  Jr.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  On 
June  I,  1893,  ground  was  broken  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  and  carrying  on  a  sulphite 
pulp-mill,  the  machinery  of  which  was  ]nit  in 
motion  one  year  later,  June  10,  1894.  The 
mill  is  of  brick,  two  and  three  stories  in 
height,  covering  a  space  measuring  two  hun- 
dred by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  or  nearly 
three-fourths  of  an  acre  of  ground.  There  are 
four  boilers  at  the  rear  of  the  mill,  with  ex- 
tension furnaces,  in  which  is  burned  all  the 
waste  from  the  wood-room,  this  waste,  with 
the  e.xcejition  of  a  half  dozen  cords  of  wood, 
now  and  then,  furnishing  the  company  with 
all  the  necessary  fuel,  not  a  pound  of  coal 
being  used  in  the  plant.  There  is  one  saw 
with  a  capacity  of  seventy-five  cords  of  wood  a 
day.  There  are  seven  barkers,  three  being  of 
the  riolyoke  Machine  Compan\''s;  two  split- 
ters, built  by  the  firm;  six  knot-borers,  of  the 
TrevcH'  Manufacturing  Company's  make;  and 
a  Wendler  chippei'.  The  acid  jdant  is  built 
on  the  Partington  system,  with  a  ]?urgess 
cooler.  There  are  three  Osgood  &  Barker 
vacuum  i)umps.  The  screens  are  of  the  new 
Ticonderoga,  Gotham  &  Jeffcrs  types.  The 
mill  contains  three  Wendler  wet  machines; 
three  turbine  w-iter-wheels,  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty,  two  hundred,  and  two  himdretl  and 
fifty  horse-power,  these  having  been  built  by 
S.   Morgan  Smith,  of  Y'ork,  Pa.      They  are  run 


under  a  head  of  water  varying  from  thirty- 
seven  to  forty-five  feet,  the  water  being  con- 
veyed from  the  dam  in  a  seven  and  a  half  foot 
].ienstock. 

The  mill  is  provided  with  fire  and  steam 
[)umps  of  one  thousand  gallons  capacity  per 
minute,  and  a  full  equipment  of  automatic  fire 
sprinklers.  The  departments  are  se[)arated 
by  solid  brick  w\alls,  the  doors  of  which  are 
covered  with  tin  and  self-closing,  thus  reduc- 
ing the  probabilities  of  an)'  k)ss  by  fire  to 
a  minimum.  The  digestor  room,  the  most 
important  in  the  Iniilding,  contains  four  di- 
gestors,  with  the  Curtis  &  Jones  lining,  each 
of  which  is  ten  feet  in  diameter  and  thirty 
feet  in  height,  with  an  individual  caj.iacity  of 
three  and  one-half  tons.  Besides  which  a 
large  Non  Andem  digestor,  double  the  size  of 
the  others,  with  a  capaciy  of  seven  and  one- 
half  tons,  has  recently  been  added.  These 
turn  (Hit  nearly  sixty  cooks  a  week,  or  an 
average  of  about  two  a  day  for  each  digestor. 
The  mill,  which  was  only  built  for  twenty 
tons'  cajiacity,  since  the  addition  of  the  new 
digestor  has  been  turning  out  forty-six  tons 
per  diem,  with  orders  waiting  to  be  filled  at 
that. 

When  the  new  firm  embarked  in  this  enter- 
prise, they  labored  under  the  disadvantage  of 
having  to  teach  the  business  to  eighty-six  out 
of  a  force  of  ninety  men,  who  had  previously 
labored  so  faithfully  under  the  old  manage- 
ment. Somewhat  to  the  peril  of  the  new 
industry,  the  firm  continued  to  train  their 
former  employees,  and,  b\-  dint  of  working  day 
and    night   for  a    time,    soon   had    a    first-class 
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force.  This  company  owns  over  seventy  thou- 
sand acres  of  the  finest  spruce  timber,  a  good 
proportion  of  whicli  is  original  forest  growth. 
Here  their  men  cut  the  wihkI,  and,  by  means 
of  a  simple  conveyor,  merely  a  wooden  trough, 
the}-  float  the  logs  down  to  the  wood-yard, 
which  frequently  contains  twenty  thousand 
cords;  and  there  it  is  lifted  by  a  chain  con- 
veyor to  the  top  of  an   innnense   [nle  of  w-ood. 

When  on  account  of  ill-health  in  1895  Mr. 
Stetson  was  obliged  to  resign  his  office,  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  whom  we  write,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent in  his  place,  which  position  he  now  fills. 
And,  according  to  the  Papcr-iiiill,  a  weekly, 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  jiaper  men,  and 
from  whose  issue  of  December  6,  1894,  we 
obtain  much  of  tiie  above  \-aluable  information, 
he  is  a  sagacious,  active,  thorough  business 
man,  accomplishing  more  in  five  minutes  than 
another  man  would  in  as  many  hours;  and  his 
appearance  goes  to  bear  out  that  statement. 

In  addition  to  this  jilant  the  conijiany  also 
nm  a  mammoth  de])artment  store,  in  one 
corner  of  which  are  their  town  offices.  The 
business  of  this  store,  which  demands  the 
entire  three  floors  of  an  immense  block,  and 
in  which  goods  of  all  descriptions  are  sold,  is 
run  contrary  to  the  plans  of  most  corporation 
stores,  the  firm  using  no  check  system  or 
"store  orders,"  but  jwying  their  hands  in  cash 
every  Saturday,  thus  leaving  them  free  to  trade 
wherever  they  please.  Up  to  the  date  of  writ- 
ing no  repairs  have  been  necessary  in  the 
mill  machinery  —  a  fact  which  speaks  well  for 
tiie  management  of  the  industry. 

A  ten   minutes'   C(jnversation  caimol    fail    tn 


impress  any  t)ne  with  the  natural  business  tact 
of  the  present  President.  Of  a  nervous  tem- 
[jerament,  cpiick  in  b.is  movements  and  ecpiall)' 
quick  in  his  decisions,  and  weighted,  as  he  is, 
with  the  numerous  demands  upiJii  his  time 
which  the  management  of  such  a  business 
inevitably  entails,  he  is  invariably  kind  and 
courteous  to  all,  listening  to  the  [daint  of  his 
humblest  eniiiIo}-ee  with  as  much  attention 
as  to  the  important  man  of  business.  It  is 
superfluous  to  add  that  Mr.  Rogers  is  honored 
and  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and  he  is 
a  very  widely  known  man. 

With  the  e.xception  ol  ha\-ing  been  Super- 
visor one  term.  Mi'.  Rojzers  has  steadilv  refused 
all  office.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can, but  takes  no  active  part  in  the  affairs  of 
his  iKirt)',  his  business  demanding  his  entire 
time  and  attention.  Both  he  and  bis  wife  are 
members  of  the  P^jjiscopal  church  of  this  place. 
In  the  month  of  May,  1874,  Mr.  Rogers  was 
united  in  mairiage  with  Miss  Kate  M.  Peers, 
daughter  of  W.  P.  Peers,  of  Ithaca,  N.Y.  Of 
this  union  thiee  children  have  iieen  born; 
namely,  Henry  G.,  Pdorcnce  M.,  and  Jean- 
nette. 


JB 


WHJ  C.  I1UNTJ':R,  of  Newcomb, 
^  m  Psse.x  County,  N.Y.,  Postmaster  at 
'I'ahawus  and  sui)erintendent  of  Adi- 
rondack Club,  was  born  in  this  town,  May  10, 
1851.  Mr.  Hunter's  father,  Robert  Hunter, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch  i)arents,  iu 
I  8  16,  and  emigrated  to  Canada  in  1840,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
brick-making,     an     occu])ation    which    he    f(d- 
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lowed  for  some  eight  years  in  Montreiil,  from 
which  city  he  came  to  Newconih  in  1S48  to 
work  for  the  Adirondack  Iron  Company,  with 
whom  he  labored  for  several  years,  and  later 
took  charge  of  their  property.  In  I.S72  he 
went  to  reside  in  Michigan,  where  he  passed 
the  rest  of  his  life,  and  died  in  iiS8i.  He 
and  his  wife,  Sarah  Curry,  who  was  a  native 
of  Scotland,  reared  six  childien,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  as  follows:  Sarah,  who  became 
the  wife  of  I..  C.  Lincoln,  and  resides  in  Big 
Rapiils,  Mich.  ;  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Hall, 
of  Stanwood,  Mich.;  John,  who  lives  in  that 
State;  David  C.  and  Ale.xander,  both  residents 
of  Newcomb;  and  James,  who  resides  in 
Michigan.  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Hunter  died  in 
Newcomb  in  iiS/O,  ageil  fifty  years. 

David  C.  Hunter  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Newcomb,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  began  life  for  himself  as  an 
employee  in  the  lumber  camps.  He  followed 
that  occupatimi  until  1S77,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed  one  of  two  sujierintendents  of  Adiron- 
dack Club,  a  social  organization  of  thirty 
members,  having  a  lease  of  ninety-six  thousand 
acres  of  land,  which  they  use  for  hunting  and 
fishing  purposes,  he  being  retained  as  keejjcr 
at  a  good  salary.  During  the  winter  season 
Mr.  Hunter  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  lumber- 
ing opei'ations  upon  his  own  account,  cutting 
ami  hauling  by  contract;  and  his  energy  in 
this  direction  is  attended  with  good  financial 
results. 

On  Ajiril  5,  1S75,  Mr.  Hiniter  was  united 
in  marriage  to  l'"rances  Middleton,  of  Minerva, 
daughter  of   Henry    T.     and    Jane     Middleton. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  have  had  tliree  children, 
one  of  whom,  a  son,  dietl  in  infancy;  a  daugh- 
ter, named  Daisy,  dietl  upon  her  first  aimi\'er- 
sar)' ;  and  the  only  snr\iving  child  is  Kenneth, 
who  was  born  August  29,   1882. 

Mr.  Hunter  is  a  Republican  in  [lolitics,  and 
has  served  with  ability  in  some  of  the  town 
offices.  He  was  Highway  Commissioner,  is 
an  Assessor  at  the  present  time,  also  County 
Committeeman,  and  has  been  Postmaster  for 
seventeen  years.  He  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  this  region  as  an  energetic 
and  able  business  man,  who  is  thoroughly  up- 
riirht  and  reliable.      He  is  a  Master  Mason. 


ROD  KENT  DUDLEY,  of  Elizabeth- 
town,  Essex  Count}',  N.\\,  who  is 
now  serving  his  fifth  term  as  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  was  born  in  the  adjoining  town 
of  Keene,  l-'ebruary  25,  183S.  He  is  the  son 
of  Ee\'i  and  Polly  (Kent)  Dudlc}',  and  claims 
kinshij)  with  the  noble  pjiglish  family  to 
which  belonged  Lord  Guilford  Dudley,  the 
husband  of  the  unfortunate  Lady  Jane  Grey, 
who  was  Oueen  of  England  for  nine  da}'s,  and 
Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester. 

I'rom  the  interesting  history  of  the  Dudley 
family  written  l)y  the  Hon.  Dean  Dudle\-,  of 
Wakefield,  Mass.,  author  of  "Dudley  Genealo- 
gies" and  "The  P'irst  Council  of  Nice,"  the 
following  is  taken:  "Dudley  Castle,  of  Staf- 
fordshire, ]{ngland,  was  founded  by  a  Saxon 
duke  named  Dudd  or  Dudo,  about  700  a.m., 
the  last  i)ai't  of  his  name  being  'lea,'  that 
is,  a  field.      This   is  stated    in  the  histories  of 
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the  greatest  antiquaries,  as  Canulcn,  Diigdale, 
Kippis.  Many  of  tlic  owners  of  this  castle 
were  barons,  and  their  deseendaiits  assumed 
tiie  name  of  Dudley  from  the  title,  ]?aron  of 
Dudley.  This  castle  is  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  British  Isles. " 

Thomas  Dudley,  who  was  "several  times 
Governor  of  Massachusetts  Colony  of  New 
England,"  died  at  Roxhury,  Mass.,  in  1653. 
Me  was  the  father  of  the  Rev.  .Samuel  Dud- 
ley, of  Exeter,  N.H.,  and  of  Governor  Joseph 
Dudley.  Among  tlieir  ]iostcrity  have  been 
many  people  of  distinction.  About  i  Soo  three 
brothers,  David,  James,  and  John  Dudley,  the 
first-named  of  whom  was  tlie  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  went  from  New  IIam|)shire  to 
Essex  County,  New  V'ork,  David  settling  in 
Keene.  He  was  a  slioemaker  and  farmer,  a 
hard-working  man,  who  cleared  the  land  for 
a  homestead  and  worked  at  shocmakiiig  and 
farming  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  lie 
reared  a   large   family. 

Levi  Dudley,  son  of  David,  was  born  in 
either  Keene  or  Ilalstead,  N.  IL,  and  was  quite 
yojnig  when  his  [larcnts  removed  to  New  York 
-State.  He  was  a  builder  by  trade,  and  erected 
some  of  the  first  houses  of  imjiortance  in 
KcescviJle  and  Au  .Sable  I<"orks.  He  also  cul- 
tivated the  soil  for  family  needs.  Five  or  six 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Genesee,  and 
the  rest,  from  the  time  of  his  early  childhood, 
passed  in  Essex  County,  where  he  died  in 
1854,  beiTig  then  sixty-three  years  of  age. 
His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John  Kent, 
one  of  the  early  residents  of  Keene,  which 
was    settled    in    1797.      She  died   in    1885,    at 


the  age  of  ninet)--three.  Twel\-e  chihhen 
were  born  to  Le\'i  and  I'olly  (Kent)  Dudlc}', 
the  subject  of  tliis  skctcli  being  one  of  the 
younger. 

Mary  Dudley  married  Andrew  Jackson 
Slater,  an  iron  worker  of  Keene,  and  died 
some  years  ago,  leax'ing  eight  childi'cn; 
Chaunc)',  who  was  a  farmer  of  Keene,  was 
killed  in  the  Ci\il  War  and  is  JKuictl  in  \'ir- 
ginia;  Nancy  married  a  Mr.  Winch,  a  bluomer 
of  Au  .Sable,  who  was  at  one  time  in  the  em- 
plo}'  of  J.  &  J.  Rogers;  Julm  K.,  who  was  a 
mechanic,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlei's 
of  California,  returning  in  1854  or  1S55  to 
Keene,  where  he  is  now  living  in  his  eightieth 
year;  Hannah  married  h^redcrick  Hull,  and 
scttleil  in  Potsdam,  N.\\,  where  she  died; 
Royal  R.  was  a  soldier  in  the  L^nion  army, 
and  is  now  a  pensioner  living  in  Keene;  I.a- 
vinia  G.  mariietl  a  Mr.  h'uUer,  and  now  re- 
sides in  Calumet,  Wis.  ;  Levi  (].  was  a  Wes- 
leyan  Methodist  minister,  and  in  i8yi  he  was 
accidentally  burned  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
died;  Sally  M.  is  the  wife  of  Levi  W.  Noble, 
of  Bloomingdale,  I-'ranklin  Count)',  \.\'.  ; 
Maria  married  William  Mood)',  of  Brighton, 
Franklin  County,  N.Y. ,  who  served  in  the 
Civil  War  and  died  at  his  home  in  1874  from 
the  effects  of  a  wound ;  I'"reedom  Gay,  who 
was  a  graduate  of  Champlain  Academy  and 
studied  law  with  Juilge  Pond  of  I'llizabethlown, 
settled  at  Chester,  Warren  Count)',  and  was 
District  .Attorney  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  .September,    1871. 

Arod  Kent  Dudley  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  select   schools    in    Keene  and    the   h\<ih 
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school  of  ]{liziibethtown.  He  then  taught 
school  for  a  while,  and  in  1862  took  up  the 
stinl)'  of  law  with  the  Hon.  Orlando  Kellogg. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1S63,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  l.'nited  States  Dis- 
trict Courts  May  i  7,  1864,  at  Rochester,  N.Y., 
arid  to  the  United  States  Circuit  Courts  June 
i(S,  1874,  at  Canandaigua.  November  7, 
1863,  the  film  of  Kellogg  &  Dudley  was 
formed;  but  the  association  was  broken  by  the 
death  of  the  lion.  Orlando  Kelloirr;  in  Au£rust, 
1865.  Mr.  Dudley  was  then  alone  till  Sep- 
tember, 1871,  when  Milo  C.  Perr\-  joined  him, 
forming  the  firm  of  Dudley  &  Terry.  This 
was  dissolved  in  1874,  and  Mr.  Dudley  has 
been  since  tliLit  time  without  a  jiartner  in  his 
legal  work.  lie  was  first  elected  District 
Attorney  November  5,  1867;  was  re-elected 
three  times  in  succession,  the  last  election  of 
the  series  being  in  1873;  was  again  elected 
in  1 891,  and  re-elected  in  1894.  He  is  a 
man  of  unusual  ability,  and  is  eminently 
(-lualified  to  fill  his  res|)onsible  office. 

Mr.  Dudley  and  Mary  J.  Gowey,  daughter 
of  John  Gowey,  a  tanner  of  North  Hudson, 
N.Y.,  were  united  in  marriage  on  September 
24,  1868,  and  are  the  ]iarents  of  three  sons 
—  I'"red  William,  Hari")'  G.,  and  Koliert  H. 
I'red  William  Dudley  studied  law  with  Judge 
McLaughlin,  of  Port  Henry,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1893,  and  was  surrogate's  clerk  from 
January,  1890,  until  November,  1895,  when 
he  resigned;  Harry  G.  is  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness in  I^lizabcthtown ;  and  Robert  15.,  who 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Alban\'  Husincss  College, 
is  a  clerk  in  his  father's  office  and   also  teaches 


stenography  and  typewriting,  and  is  the  stenog- 
ra))her  for  the  grand  jury. 

In  piilitics  Mr.  Dudlc)'  is  a  Republican. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Iilizabethtown 
]5oard  of  Health  fiu'  many  years,  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association 
in  1887,  when  they  held  their  convention  at 
Elizabethtown.  He  is  prominent  in  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  having  belonged  to  Sisco 
Lodge,  No.  259,  of  Esse.x,  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  Adirondack  Lodge,  No.  602,  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  of  which  he  became  a  charter  mem- 
ber, and  has  held  nearly  all  the  offices.  He 
was  Secretary  for  several  years,  and  w-as  Mas- 
ter eight  terms,  seven  terms  in  succession. 
He  was  D.  D.  G.  M.  of  his  Masonic  district  in 
i8gi,  was  on  the  special  committee  for  the 
Masonic  Home  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  ;  and  he  assisted 
largely  in  the  work  of  paying  olT  the  Masonic 
national  debt,  a  victory  dear  to  all  Masonic 
hearts.  Mr.  DLidle\'  and  his  family  attend 
the  Congregational  church. 


(^AMP:S  OVETTE  smith,  manufact- 
urer, one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Plattslnu'g,  N.Y.,  was  born  of 
American  parentage  at  Clarenceville,  P.O., 
Canada,  January  5,  1S50,  being  a  son  of 
Elihu  Johnson  Smith,  who  was  born  at 
Sheldon,  Vt.,  in  1807. 

Elihu  J.  Smith  was  reared  to  man's  estate 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  embarked  in 
the  business  of  hotel-keeping,  an  occupation 
which   he    followed    initil    1S45.    when    Iv.-    re- 
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moved  to  Clarciiceville,  Canada,  where  he  es- 
tablished himself  in  mercantile  pnrsuits.  In 
iS54he  transferred  his  business  to  Charles- 
ton, S.C.,  anil  there  carried  on  a  thriving 
trade  until  his  death,  which  occurreil  at  the 
time  the  yellow  fever  plague  swept  through 
the  South  with  such  terrible  violence,  in  1857. 
While  in  Sheldon,  Vt.,  he  marrietl  Laura 
Hubbell,  who  bore  him  four  children; 
namely,  Shuba,  Laura,  James  O.,  and  Ilalma 
IL  The  latter  went  West  several  years  ago 
in  cjuest  of  fortune,  and  is  now  carrying  on  an 
extensive  lumber  business  in  Minnesota. 

Deprived  of  a  father's  care  and  guidance 
when  but  seven  years  old,  and  his  mother 
being  an  invaliil,  James  O.  Smith  was  taken 
to  the  home  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Sarah  Leach, 
near  Enosburg,  Vt.,  where  he  attended  the 
district  schools  until  twelve  years  old.  He 
was  then  sent  to  a  school  of  a  higher  grade  at 
Fort  Edward,  New  York,  remaining  a  pupil 
of  that  institution  two  years.-  The  succeeding 
two  years  he  spent  in  .St.  Albans,  as  a  clerk 
in  the  general  store  of  II.  M.  .Stavons,  being 
afterward  employed  in  a  similar  capacity  in 
the  grocery  establishment  of  Walker  &  Co.  in 
the  same  town,  and  still  later  for  three  years 
at  Sheldon  in  the  store  of  James  Green,  a 
dealer  in  the  same  class  of  goods.  In  i(S73 
he  resigned  his  position  to  enter  into  partner- 
.ship  with  Mr.  G.  R.  Walker  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  brooms  at  .Schenectady,  N.Y.,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Walker  &  Co.  After  the 
death  of  the  senior  partner  in  1876  Mr.  .Smitli 
conducted  the  business  alone  four  years,  when 
he  sold  out  his  pr(jperty  in  that  city,  and  came 


to  Plattsburg.  Here,  forming  a  copartnership 
with  Mr.  B.  S.  W.  Clark,  under  the  name 
of  Clark  &  Smith,  he  entered  into  the  manu- 
facture of  S|)ruee  and  poplar  wood  jiulp,  being 
a  pioneer  in  this  branch  of  industry,  and  its 
success  being  almost  entirely  (hie  to  his  ener- 
getic elTorts,  enterprise,  and  ai)ility.  In  order 
to  prosecute  their  business  this  firm  erected  a 
factory  on  the  Saranae  River,  about  eleven 
miles  from  Plattsburg,  in  the  town  of  Cady- 
ville.  The  business  was  successfully  man- 
aged by  Mr.  Smith,  who  was  the  practical 
working  man  of  the  firm  until  1885.  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Martin  then  bought  out  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  Clark,  the  firm  name  being  Martin 
&  Smith  until  1S89,  when  a  stock  company 
was  formed,  the  Inisiness  being  continued 
nnder  the  name  of  the  Saranae  River  I'ulp  and 
Paper  Company.  Mr.  Martin  was  chosen 
President  of  the  new  company,  Mr.  J.  O. 
.Smith  was  given  the  office  of  Vice-President 
and  General  Manager,  and  15.  .S.  W.  Clark 
was  made  Treasurer.  This  \'enture  ])roved  so 
successful  that  in  June,  1895,  the  High  l-'alls 
Pulp  Comj^any  was  formed,  the  following 
officers  being  elected:  Mr.  J.  O.  Smith,  Pres- 
ident; H.  C.  Port,  Vice-President  and  General 
Manager;  Dr.  J.  .S.  \'an  \'echler,  Secretar)' ; 
and  A.  M.  Bennett,  Treasurer.  At  the  time 
of  this  writing  a  third  mill  is  completed  and 
in  operation  about  a  mile  from  Chateaugay, 
on  the  river  of  that  name,  this  mill  being  one 
of  the  most  complete  in  every  particular  of 
any  pulp-mill  in  tlu;  country. 

On  June  26,   1873,  Mr.  .Smith  was  united  in 
marriage     with     Miss     Kate     II.     Cleveland, 


414 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


daughter  of  Warren  A.  and  Kate  C.  (Mc- 
Chesney)  Cleveland.  Cleveland  W.  Smith, 
the  only  child  born  of  their  union,  is  at  pres- 
ent takini;  the  scientific  course  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont.  Mr.  .Smith,  though  not  ac- 
tively interested  in  ixilitics,  is  a  steadfast 
member  of  tiie  Democratic  party,  uniformly 
votiu""  that  ticket. 


f.,f,5>  iRS.  C  EL  EST  I  A  SAMPSON 
COSSEY,  of  Ticonderoga,  Esse.x 
County,  N.Y.,  was  born  in  Can- 
ada, December  16,  1822,  being  one  of  ten 
children  born  to  Anthony  and  Celestia 
(Dupah)  Sampson,  who  removed  from  Canada 
to  Whitehall,  this  State,  in  1826.  Of  their 
children  hut  two  are  now  living  —  Mrs. 
Cossey;  and  her  brother  Luke,  a  resident  of 
Onondaga  County. 

In  her  eighteenth  year  Celestia  Sampson 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  Cossey,  who  was 
born  in  1816  in  the  town  of  Moriah,  this 
county  and  .State.  11  is  father,  Joseph  Cossey, 
was  a  native  of  I'rance,  in  whith  country  he 
residetl  until  1795,  when  in  the  good  ship 
"Norway"  he  crossed  the  ocean,  emigrating 
to  Canada,  where  in  1806  he  married  a  Miss 
Dupah.  He  subscquenll}'  removed  to  Moriah, 
coming  thence  to  Ticonderoga  in  1818.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  hini  and  his  wife; 
namely,  Joseph,  Mary,  Leonard,  Lucy,  Solo- 
mon, Henry,  Angclinc,  Michael,  William, 
and  Charlotte.  All  of  these  grew  to  matu- 
rity, and  with  the  exception  of  two  sons  mar- 
ri(;d.      Three  are   still    living,    namely:   Will- 


iam, a  ship  carpenter  at  Fort  Ann,  N.Y. ; 
Michael,  a  carpenter  in  Dubuque,  La.  ;  ami 
Mrs.  Charlotte  Mercure,  resitling  at  Orwell, 
Vt.  Mrs.  Joseph  Cossey  passed  away  at  the 
age  of  threescore  years  and  ten,  her  husband 
long  surviving  her,  dying  in  this  [ilace  at  the 
great  age  of  one  hundred  and  six  years. 

Henry  Cossey  was  a  carpenter  and  boat 
builder  by  trade,  and  carried  on  a  fine  busi- 
ness in  this  locality  for  many  years.  He  was 
pre-eminently  a  self-made  man,  beginning  life 
without  cash  capital,  his  only  endowments 
bcMug  his  determined  will,  courageous  spirit, 
and  two  strong  hands.  He  labored  assiduously 
early  and  late,  accumulating  money,  which  he 
wisely  invested,  by  shrewd  financial  ability 
acquiring  a  fortune,  being  worth  at  one  time 
fully  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  after- 
ward met  with  reverses,  losing  nearly  half  of 
his  property,  his  estate  being  subsequently 
valued  at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  In  1857  he 
built  his  fine  house,  which  is  charmingly  lo- 
cated on  a  hillside,  and  resided  there  until 
the  close  of  his  earthly  career.  May  5,  iSg2. 
The  house  is  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Cossey, 
who  with  her  son  George  was  appointed  ad- 
ministrator of  the  property,  which  includes 
other  real  estate,  both  residential  property  and 
vacant  lots.  Mr.  Cossey  was  a  N'alued  mem- 
ber of  the  Baptist  church,  to  which  his  widow 
still    belongs. 

Mrs.    Cossey  has  met  with  deep  aflfiictions, 

having    lost    her    life    companion    through    the 

grim  destroyer  Death,  who  likewise  bore  to  the 

hea\'enly   mansions   two   of   her   children,    one 

i  son  dying  at  the  tender  age  of  three  years,  and 
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James  in  May,  1894,  at  the  age  of  fdrty-seven 
years,  leaving  a  family  of  eight  children. 
Tiio  li\'ing  are  as  follows:  William,  resitling 
at  Dcadwood,  S.  Dak.;  Mrs.  Mary  Waters,  of 
Wiiitchall;  I\Irs.  Emma  Harney;  (icorge,  of 
\vhi)m  a  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
volume;  Stephen  and  Michael,  carpenters, 
working  witli  their  brotiier  George;  Marry,  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn;  and  Darwin,  wjio  mar- 
ried Stella  Gillio,  ami  resiiles  with  his  mother. 
Mrs.  Cossey  has  lost  six  grandchildren,  and 
has  twentv-six  now  living. 


LBERT  MARCUS  JOHNSON,  a  pho- 
togra])her  of  Crown  Point,  Essex 
County,  N.Y.,  is  a  native  of  Vermont.  He 
was  born  in  Whiting,  Addison  County,  May 
9,  1844,  in  the  very  satne  house  in  which  his 
father,  Isaac  Tichenor  Johnson,  wdio  was 
named  for  Governor  Isaac  Tichenor,  first 
drew  the  breath  of  life. 

Isaac  T.  Johnscjn  was  reared  to  the 
occupation  of  a  husbandman,  which  he 
followed  during  his  years  of  activity,  first 
in  Whiting,  where  he  lived  until  1850,  and 
then  in  Westport,  this  county.  In  1839 
he  marrieil  Mary  Tutliill  Clark,  of  Rocking- 
ham, Vt.,  a  daughter  of  Seth  Clark  and  his 
wife,  Polly  Tuthill  Clark,  who  was  one  of  the 
Long  Island  Tuthills.  I'our  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  three  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years,  namely:  Delia,  Mrs.  Samuel 
Adair,  living  in  Windsor  Locks,  Conn.;  I'-l- 
licrt  M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Carrie 
A.,  wife  of  Henry  Howe,  of  Brushton,   I'rank- 


lin  County,  N.Y.  The  mother  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  years,  ten  months, 
twenty-four  days  in  June,  1893;  and  tiie  aged 
father  has  since  resided  with  Jiis  youngest 
daughter,  Mrs.  Howe. 

Mr.  Jolmson's  paternal  grandfather,  Miles 
H.  Joiuisun,  s[)ent  his  life  among  llie  Green 
Mountains,  where  lie  tilled  the  soil,  liaviiig 
cleared  a  good  fai'm  from  the  timber-coveied 
land.  He  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
in  1776:  and  in  Wallingford,  \'t.,  on  Apiil 
20,  1803,  he  was  married  to  Hannah  Hill,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  Hill.  Her  par- 
ents were  united  in  matrimony  P'ebruary  25, 
1773,  and  reared  twelve  children,  as  foHows: 
John  J.,  l.)orn  in  1773:  I'-li,  in  1775:  Han- 
nah, who  lived  but  a  short  time,  in  1777; 
Hannah,  second,  Mrs.  Miles  II.  Johnson,  May 
8'  1779;  Jo^'li  1781:  Betsey,  in  1783;  Sally, 
in  1786;  Nab]))-,  in  1788;  .Squire,  in  1790; 
Rachel,  in  1791;  Poll)',  in  1794:  and  .S(|uire, 
the  second,  born  in  1796.  Miles  11.  Johnst)n 
and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren—  P2mily,  born  in  1804;  Miles,  Jr.,  born 
in  1805,  who  settled  in  Pittsford,  then  in 
Whitehall,  where  he  died  in  1883;  Juliana, 
born  in  1809,  who  married,  and  reared  nine 
children;  IClvira,  born  in  181  1,  died  in  1861  ; 
Isaac  Tichenor,  lUbert's  father,  !)oi'n  P'ebru- 
ary  12,  1816;  and  Delia,  born  in  1818,  who 
died  soon  after  lier  marriage. 

lilbcrt  M.  Johnson  received  an  academical 
education  in  Malone,  where  he  was  a  pupil  in 
1863  and  1864.  In  August  of  tlie  i;ilter  year 
he  volunteered  his  services  to  liis  country,  en- 
listing    in    Company    K,    Second    New    ^'ork 
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Harris  Light  Cavalry,  with  which  he  re- 
mained until  tlie  close  of  the  war,  being 
nnistered  out  June  6,  1865,  as  Fourth  Cor- 
poral. 11  is  regiment  was  assigned  to  Custer's 
tli\ision  of  Sheridan's  army,  and  was  in  some 
of  the  hottest  fights  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
At  Cedar  Creek  lie  saw  Sheridan  when 

■■  Hf  daslicd  ilown  llit-  linus  midst  a  storm  of  luizzahs  ; 
And  the  wave  of  retreat  was  checked  there,  because 
The  sight  of  the  master  compelled  it  to  pause." 

He  participated  in  the  numerous  engagements 
and  raids  during  the  winter,  leaving  the  valley 
on  the  27th  of  February,  1865,  on  what  proved 
to  be  the  hardest  raid  of  the  war.  He  as- 
sisted in  the  battle  of  Waynesboro,  wdiich  re- 
sulted in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  General 
I'.arly's  entire  army,  including  a  large  nimi- 
ber  of  field  pieces  and  an  immense  wagon 
train.  Continuing  on  through  mud  and  rain 
via  Charlotteville  to  the  James  River,  they 
fought  the  enemy  at  Ashland  Station,  finally 
reaching  su[iplies  at  White  House  Landing, 
and  joined  General  Grant's  army  on  the  left 
of  his  lines  in  time  to  open  the  battle  of  Five 
Forks,  in  which  action  the  regiment  fought 
dismounted,  charging  the  works  several  times, 
at  last  gaining  possession,  which  proved  to  be 
the  key  to  the  enemy's  position,  and  resulted 
in  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  the  retreat 
of  his  entire  army. 

l""ollowing  closely  on  the  flank  of  the  re- 
treating enetny,  the  regiment  was  under  fire 
almost  every  day,  including  the  severe  actions 
at  Deep  River  and  Sailors  Creek,  in  the 
former  action    Mr.  Johnson's  horse  bi:ing  shot 


under  him.  Obtaining  another  horse,  he 
shared  with  his  regiment  the  honor  of  being 
first  at  Ajipomatto.x  -Station  and  witnessing 
the  surrender  of  General  Lee's  entire  army  the 
ne.xt  day  and  listening  to  the  order  of  General 
Custer  congratulating  his  division  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "Soldiers  of  the  Third  Cavalry 
Division,  with  profound  gratitude  to  the  God 
of  battle,"  etc.  (pp.  6-9  of  Notes).  His  regi- 
ment then  with  the  rest  of  the  cavalry  corps 
was  ordered  to  North  Carolina,  where  Gen- 
eral Sherman  was  yet  struggling  with  the 
rebel  General  Johnston,  and  was  only  haltetl 
when  within  a  few  miles  of  Johnston  by  his 
complete  surrender. 

After  his  return  from  the  scenes  of  strife 
Mr.  Johnson  took  a  course  of  study  at  East- 
man's Business  College  in  Foughkeepsie, 
N.Y.,  graduating  in  the  spring  of  1866. 
Going  thence  to  Iowa,  he  spent  the  next  si.x 
months  as  a  clerk  in  a  hotel. 

Not  caring  to  establish  himself  permanently 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  he  came  back  to 
New  York,  where  at  Fort  Edward  he  learned 
his  present  business.  For  twenty-si.\  years 
he  has  pursued  his  art  in  Esse.x  County,  and 
for  twenty-two  years  has  been  at  Crown  Point, 
having  built  his  home  and  studio  in  1873. 
lie  is  one  of  the  leading  artists  in  this  section 
of  the  county,  well  meriting  the  success  which 
has  been  his  from  the  outset.  Mr.  Johnson's 
first  wife,  whom  he  wedded  in  h'ebruary,  1875, 
was  Mary  Eaton,  a  daughter  of  E.  R.  Eaton, 
of  Essex.  .She  died  in  1S83,  leaving  an  in- 
fant daughter,  who  soon  followed  her.  On 
October   28,    1884,  he   married    Mrs.   Flora    E. 
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Keyes,  widow  of  G.  W.  Kcyus,  who  had  died 
in  1879,  leaving-  her  with  one  son,  Clit  B., 
now  a  student  in  the  [jolyteehnie  school  at 
Terre  Maute,  Ind.  Mrs.  Johnson  w\as  born  at 
Wallingford,  \'t.,  daughter  of  Jacob  Button, 
W'iio  removed  to  Terre  Haute,  where  she  was 
educated,  and  afterward  taught  in  the  city 
schools  tor  five  years.  Mr.  Button  was  a  mer- 
cliant,  carrying  on  a  successful  business  in 
Terre  Haute  until  his  demise  in  1872.  He 
left  a  widow  and  five  chiklren,  of  whom  four 
are  living,  namely:  Frances  S.,  widow  of 
Oliver  I'.  15artlett,  of  Terre  Haute;  Emma  B. 
Bastovv,  in  New  York  City:  Judson  L.,  of 
Terre  Haute;  and  Mrs.  Joimson.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson; 
but,  of  these,  two  sons  bided  with  them  but  a 
short  time.  Shellie,  their  little  daughter,  is 
a  bright  little  child  of  seven  years. 

i'olitically,  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  an  active  worker,  taking  a  deep  in- 
terest in  educational  and  social  matters,  being 
now  a  Trustee  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
ReiHiblic,  being  one  of  the  organizers,  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  C.  1'.  Hammond  I'ost, 
No.  533,  in  which  he  has  been  Ouartermaster 
most  of  the  time.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  an  able 
and  practical  woman  and  of  much  assistance 
to  her  husband  in  his  business. 


(4)»T  MON   BOSLEY,   manager  of  an  exten- 
sive mercantile  business  at  Au   Sable 
I'orks,    Clinton  County,    N.Y.,  is  a 
native  of  Maryland,  his  birth  having  occurred 


May  7,  1844,  at  Texas,  Baltimore  County,  in 
that  State.  He  is  of  l'>nglish  ancestry,  and  is 
a  grandson  of  Anion  15osley,  first,  after  whom 
he  was  named,  wiio  was  well  known  through- 
out Maryland. 

Joshua  Bosley,  'the  father  of  the  gentleman 
of  whom  we  write,  was  likewise  a  native  of 
Te.xas,  Md.,  and  a  well-known  agriculturist  of 
that  place,  where,  in  aeldition  to  tilling  the- 
soil,  he  carrietl  on  a  thriving  business  as  a 
lime-burner.  He  was  a  man  of  genuine 
worth,  much  respected  for  his  sterling  traits 
of  character,  and  was  a  valued  citizen  of  the 
community  in  which  his  life  was  passetl.  He 
married  Miss  Penelope  Merryman,  and  they 
reared  seven  children. 

Amon  was  the  eldest  of  the  seven.  He  left 
home  in  1S60,  being  then  but  sixteen  years  of 
age,  to  become  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  his 
uncle,  l{lijah  M.  liosley,  who  was  carrying  on 
a  hardware  jobbing  business.  In  1865  he  re- 
signed his  clerkship  to  enter  the  employment 
of  Crowley  &  Hoblitzson,  iron  manufacturers 
at  IClizabethtown,  I-^ssex  County,  N.Y.  ;  and 
on  the  failure  of  that  firm  he  went  into  the 
general  store  of  Charles  N.  Williams,  also  of 
Elizabethtown,  remaining  with  him  until 
1 87 1,  when  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  J.  &  J. 
Rogers  Company's  mercantile  establishment 
at  Au  Sable  Forks.  In  1S80  Mr.  Bosley  was 
promoted  to  the  managership  of  a  business 
which  now  amounts  lo  about  one  hundreil  and 
twenty  tiiousand  dollars  per  year,  giving  em- 
ployment to  a  force  of  six  or  eight  clerks. 
This  position  he  still  iiolds,  his  capai)ilily  and 
fidelity  making  his  services  invaluable. 
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Politically,  Mr.  Bosley  is  a  sound  Demo- 
crat, and  has  represented  the  town  several 
times  as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  County 
Committee,  of  which  he  was  C'hairman  in  1884. 
He  served  ably  as  Supervisoi'  ot  the  town  of 
Jay  two  terms,  and  was  ai;'ain  electetl  March 
6,  1896,  for  a  term  of  two  )ears.  Socially, 
he  has  been  a  member  and  Secretai'y  of  the 
Tahawus  Lod^e,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  790,  of 
Au  Sable  I'orks,  for  many  years,  and  ior  some 
fifteen  years  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Au 
Sable  ]?oard  of  ICducation. 

Mr.  Rosley  has  been  twice  married.  His 
fiist  wife,  Lorctta  llanchette,  daughter  of 
Waite  Hanchette,  of  I'Llizabethtown,  died, 
leavini;"  him  three  chililren  —  Anna,  ]'"dla,  ami 
Helen.  His  i)resenl  wife  is  Jennie  De  Lcria, 
of  Au  .Sable  l'"orks,  and  of  this  union  four 
children  have  been  born;  namely,  Irena, 
Louis,  Genevieve,  and  Merryman,  all  of 
whom,  with  the  exccjition  of  Genevieve,  arc 
now  livinfT. 


'OHN  AGNEVV,  prominently  identified 
with  the  mercantile  interests  of  I'^sse.x 
Comity,  New  Yoi'k,  is  a  well-known 
citizen  of  I'ort  Henry,  where  he  is  carrying  on 
a  large  wholesale  trade.  He  was  born  August 
10,  1857,  in  Heekmantown,  Clinton  County, 
coming  from  sturdy  Scotch  and  Irish  ancestry 
and  parentage. 

His  father,  William  Agnew,  whose  mother 
was  pure  Scotch,  was  born  and  bred  in  County 
Armagh,  Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated  to  this 
State  in  1848,  and,  settling  in  Heekmantown, 
carried    on    genei^al    farming    successfully    for 


many  years.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Gray,  a 
native  of  County  Armagh.  Of  the  ten  chil- 
dren born  of  this  union  we  recortl  the  follow- 
ing: Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henjamin  Sanger,  of 
Heekmantown;  Robert  went  to  Idalio  at  the 
time  f)f  the  gold  fever  there,  and  has  not  been 
hearil  from  for  many  }'ears;  William  is  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  John,  of  whom 
we  write;  George  is  living  in  I'^Iizabethtown, 
where  he  carries  on  a  livery,  staging,  and  mail 
business;  Aleck  is  a  railway  conductor,  and 
lives  in  Denver,  Col.;  Sarah  is  at  home; 
David  is  a  well-known  attorney  in  I'lattsburg, 
Clinton  County;  Cyrus  is  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  George  in  Elizabethtown ;  and 
l'"ranklin  L.  is  attending  the  State  Normal 
School  at  I'lattsbm-g,  from  which  he  will  grad- 
uate in  1896. 

John  Agnew  is  the  fouilh  child  and  third 
son  born  to  his  parents.  He  was  reared 
to  man's  estate  in  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity, there  receiving  his  elementary  educa- 
tion, which  was  supiileniented  by  attendance 
at  the  I'lattsburg  Academy.  After  leaving 
that  institution,  Mr.  Agnew  taught  school  in 
Heekmantown  for  a  time,  later  going  to  Bur- 
lington, to  enter  into  the  empkn'ment  ot  the 
firm  of  .Shedd  &  Walker,  proprietors  of  a 
general  barter  store  and  manufacturers  of  tin- 
ware. Three  years  later  he  resigned  his  sit- 
uation to  enter  into  the  same  line  of  business 
on  his  own  account,  entering  into  partnership 
in  February,  1879,  with  a  Mr.  .Savage,  and 
opening  a  store  at  Crown  Point,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Agnew  &  Savage.  In  February, 
i88j,  the  firm  removed  their  business   to   Port 
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Henry,  continuing  under  the  same  name  until 
1S85,  when  Mr.  Agnc\v"s  brother  William 
bought  out  the  interest  of  Mr.  Savage,  since 
which  transaction  the  two  brothers  have  car- 
ried on  a  thriving  trade  under  the  name  of 
J.  &  W.  Agnew.  Their  business,  begun  at 
first  in  a  modest  way,  has  gradually  increased, 
until  now  it  demands  the  entire  accommoda- 
tions of  a  large  warehouse.  They  are  whole- 
sale dealers  in  wool,  hides,  sheep,  pelts,  furs, 
till  and  wootlen  ware,  doing  an  especially  large 
business  in  the  first  five  articles  mentioned. 

Mr.  Agnew  is  public-spirited  and  liberal, 
taking  a  genuine  interest  in  everything  con- 
ducive to  the  advancement  and  prosperity  of 
the  town.  For  many  years  he  served  as  a 
\'illage  Trustee,  and  is  at  present  Village 
President.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  water  works  in  this  town, 
and  has  ever  since  been  a  member  antl  Treas- 
urer of  the  Board  of  Commissioners.  He  has 
likewise  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  past  five  years.  Religiously, 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  mendiers 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churcli,  of  which 
he  is  a  Trustee,  and  his  brother  William  is 
a  .Steward.  Mr.  Agnew  is  also  interested  in 
the  religious  education  of  the  young  people, 
being  the  efficient  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday-school,  and  is  a  leading  meml^er  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  In 
politics  he  was  for  years  a  I'rohibitionist,  but 
holds  his  present  office  as  an  indejjcndent. 

Mr.  Agnew  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  Sejjtember 
17,   1879,  having  been    Mattie  K.,  ilaughter  of 


Joseph  and  Emeline  Edgerton,  of  Beekman- 
town.  She  died  on  April  5,  1889,  leaving 
four  children  —  I\Iaud  G.,  Hazel  IC,  Robert 
W.,  and  Joseph  E.  His  second  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  April  15,  1891,  is  Amy  C, 
daughter  of  Rufus  and  Martha  Comstock,  of 
Plattsburg.  Two  chilchx-n  have  been  born  of 
this  union  —  Mabel  Lewis  and  John  C. 
Agnew. 
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^ATHANIEL  CULVER  BOYNTON, 
of  Elizabethtown,  N.Y.,  is  a  widely 
known  citizen,  having  been  actively 
engagetl  in  business  in  different  localities,  and 
having  taken  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs 
in  Essex  County.  He  was  born  in  Jay,  one 
of  the  northern  towns  in  the  county,  on  No- 
vember 28,  1824,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Char- 
lotte (Bowman)  Boynton. 

Mr.  Boynton 's  great-grandfather,  Jonathan 
Boynton,  resided  in  Vermont,  and  is  .said  to 
have  served  as  a  Colonel  in  the  Continental 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  He 
reared  a  large  family  of  children;  and  his  son, 
ICphraim  Boynton,  Mr.  IJoynton's  grandfather, 
settled  in  Jay  in  1806,  when  a  young  man,  be- 
coming one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the 
town.  ICphraim  Boynton  married  a  Miss 
Jones,  of  Vermont. 

Nathaniel  Boynton,  son  of  ICphraim,  was 
born  in  Windsor  County,  V'ermont,  in  1799, 
and  was  seven  years  of  age  when  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Jay.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  an  occupation  which 
lie  followed  in  connection  with  farming,  and 
attained  to  a  position  of  prosperity  and  useful- 
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ness  in  the  community.  His  wife,  Charlotte 
Bowman,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Thaddeus 
Bowman,  of  Springfield,  Vt.,  became  the 
mother  of  fourteen  children,  nine  of  whom 
lived  to  reached  maturity;  and  of  these  Na- 
thaniel Culver,  tiie  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
the  eldest. 

Nathaniel  Culver  Boynton  actjuired  his 
knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches  of 
learning  in  the  ilistrict  schools  of  Ja\';  but, 
after  reaching  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  he 
was  only  able  to  devote  the  winter  season  to 
education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  at- 
tended a  select  school,  in  which  he  completed 
his  studies;  and  during  the  winter  of  1843 
and  1844  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school 
in  Jay.  In  the  following  summer  he  entered 
mercantile  pursuits  as  a  clerk  in  the  general 
store  of  Hiram  Blanchard,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  three  years;  and  in  1847  he  en- 
gaged in  the  same  capacity  with  William  H. 
Buttrick.  A  year  later  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  book-keeper  with  Calvin  Cook,  an  iron 
manufacturer  and  lumber  dealer  of  Au  Sable, 
where  he  remained  until  1850,  when  he  re- 
turned to  Jay,  and  purchased  the  general  store 
of  William  Buttrick,  his  former  employer. 
During  the  succeeding  twelve  years  he  con- 
ducted a  thriving  trade:  and,  as  a  means  of 
keeping  his  surplus  capital  employed,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  iron  manufacturing  industry  at 
Markham  &  Lewis's  forge  for  one  year,  and 
also  erected  and  operated  a  starch  factory.  In 
the  spring  of  1862  he  disposed  of  his  business 
interests  in  Jay,  and  moved  to  Kceseville, 
where  he  bought  the  Essex  County  Republican, 


which  he  edited  for  nearly  six  years;  but, 
suffering  loss  by  a  conflagration  which  took 
place  in  the  latter  part  of  1867,  he  sold  out  to 
W.  Lansing.  In  1869  he  rented  the  Adiron- 
dack House,  the  leading  hotel  in  Keeseville, 
which  he  managed  successfully  until  1873, 
when  he  again  entered  mercantile  pursuits  in 
that  village,  and  conducted  business  until 
selling  out  in  1882.  He  next  turned  his  at- 
tention to  the  running  of  a  flour  and  grist  mill, 
which  occupied  his  time  until  his  election  to 
the  office  of  County  Clerk  in  1S87,  a  position 
which  he  filled  with  so  much  ability  as  to  re- 
sult in  his  re-election  in  i8go.  He  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
town  of  Jay  for  four  years,  and  in  a  similar 
capacity  in  the  town  of  Chesterfield  for  nine 
years.  In  1854  he  was  elected  to  the  As- 
sembly, being  the  last  Whig  representative 
from  Essex  County;  and  in  1882  and  1883  he 
was  again  elected  to  that  body.  During  the 
Civil  War  he  served  as  Deputy  United  States 
Provost  Marshal.  He  is  a  member  of  Au 
Sable  River  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  No.  149, 
of  Keeseville,  of  which  he  was  Master  for 
seven  years,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  in  Plattsburg. 

Mr.  Boynton  and  Harriet  Purmost,  daughter 
of  John  Purmost,  of  Jay,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage on  January  27,  1850.  They  have  four 
children,  as  follows:  Ella,  wife  of  C.  S.  Tay- 
lor, a  merchant  of  Keeseville;  Olive,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  P.  N.  Swift,  Ph.D.,  who  is  at  pres- 
ent pastor  of  the  Oakland  Avenue  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Chicago,  the  largest 
parish  in  the  Illinois  Conference;  George  M., 
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a  graduate  of  the  Albany  Law  Scliool,  wlio  is 
now  conducting  a  successful  practice  at  132 
Nassau  Street,  New  ^^jrk  Cil)';  antl  Harriet, 
who  resides  at  liome. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boynton  attend  the  Baptist 
cluirch,  with  which  Mr.  lioynton  united  in 
early  manhood,  and  towarti  whose  support  he 
contributes  liberally.  He  has  served  with 
abilit)'  and  faithfulness  in  the  various  public 
positions  which  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
fill,  and  he  possesses  the  hi_<;hest  respect  of 
all  wlio  know  him. 

A  man  of  marked  intelligence  and  versatil- 
ity of  talent,  Mr.  Boynton  is  an  excellent  rep- 
resentative citizen  of  ICssex  Count)'. 

His  portrait  accom])anies  this  outline  sketch 
of  his  busy  and  useful  career  to  the  present 
time,  in  the  early  spring  of  the  \ear  1896. 


(s^OHN  HLM^iBIGK  TRUDO,  a  prosperous 
general  farmer,  stock-raiser,  and  law- 
yer, residing  at  Alderbend  in  the  town 
of  Altona,  Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  was  born 
in  the  United  -States  barracks  at  Plattsburg, 
N.V.,  which  his  father  was  then  engaged  in 
building.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  July  22, 
1S43;  and  he  is  a  son  of  Bartholemew  and 
I'.liza  Louise  (Burbige)  Trudo. 

Alexis  Trudo,  his  great-grandfather,  who 
was  a  native  of  Luxembourg,  France,  was  a 
large  land-owner  in  Canada,  his  estate  includ- 
ing part  of  the  battle-ground  of  Wolfe  and 
iMontcalni,  near  Oucbcc.  This  property  he 
afterwaril  exchanged  with  the  government  for 
a   large  tract  of    land  at   St.   James,    Canada, 


whither  he  removed.  Alexis  Trudo  was  a 
man  of  large  physical  ])rop(>rticnis,  and  is  said 
to  have  weighed  three  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds.  His  wife  was  a  memiicr  of  the  nobil- 
ity, of  the  family  of  Rochambeau.  They  were 
married  in  France.  He  was  the  sire  of  eigh- 
teen sons.  The  youngest  of  these  sons,  Law- 
rence Trudo,  was  the  father  of  15artholemew 
Trutio,  who  was  born  in  St.  James,  Canatla,  in 
1816.  He  became  an  architect  and  builder, 
and  while  yet  a  young  man  he  removed  to 
Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  where  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  was  passed.  iVIany  of  the  finest  build- 
ings in  that  ]iiacc  were  planned  by  iiim  ami 
Ijuilt  uiuier  his  supervision.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 22,  1876.  His  wife,  Kliza  Louise 
Burbige,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  ICngland, 
of  Irish  parentage.  Their  union  was  solem- 
nized at  Plattsburg,  February  7,-  1839.  Of 
their  twenty-one  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters  grew  to  adult  life;  and  all  are  still 
living  in  liiis  countv,  with  the  exception  of 
Samuel,  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  who  was 
killed  by  a  horse  wliile  yet  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  and  left  a  large  family  of  children. 
Their  mother  died  December  2,  1895,  at 
seventy-three  years  of  age. 

John  B.  Trudo  was  a  pupil  of  the  pulilic 
schools  of  Plattsburg  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  dining  the  succeeding  five  years 
he  was  employed  as  a  florist.  He  then  began 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  AL  Desmond, 
ami  later  entered  the  office  of  Judge  Beckwith. 
In  1872  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
shortly  after  engaged  in  jiractice  in  Platts- 
burg,   but    had    followed   tiiat    |)rofession   only 
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two  years  wlicn  he  removed  to  Altona  and  pur- 
chased two  farms,  containini;' all  together  about 
five  hundred  anil  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  still 
resides  on  this  farm,  and  is  profitably  engaged 
in  the  culture  of  small  fruits  and  in  the  breed- 
ing of  choice  grades  of  Jersey  stock,  at  which 
he  is  very  successful,  and  has  taken  many 
prizes.  During  intervals  lie  was  employed  as 
a  teacher  in  public  schools. 

On  November  6,  1882,  he  was  joined  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  De  La  Freniere,  of 
Altona,  a  grand-daughter  of  Eloi  Des  Reiser, 
Sieur  De  La  Freniere.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  twin  daughters,  Anna 
and  Aimec,  who  are  attending  school  in 
Springfield.  These  young  latlies  look  so 
much  alike  that  it  is  with  difficulty  their 
teachers  are  able  to  tell  one  from  the  other. 

Mr.  Trudo  is  a  loyal  Republican.  While 
a  resident  of  Plattsburg,  he  held  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk.  He  has  been  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  twenty  years,  and  has  been  Justice 
of  Sessions.  He  always  was  a  student  of 
higher  branches  of  learning,  and  is  still.  He 
has  written  several  pieces  of  poetry,  mostly 
founded  on  local  history,  such  as  "  Zach  Wil- 
lard's  Ride,"  "Plain  Talk,"  "Leaves  of 
Years,"  "Chazy  Lake,"  which  attracted  much 
attention  at  the  time  of  publication,  and  were 
widely  copied. 


ISS    ANNA     NEWMAN,    a    landed 
proprietor    of     North    Elba,    I^sse.x 
County,    whose    philanthroiiy   has 
made   her   name   a   household   word,    was   born 


and  reared  in  Philadelphia,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  Beauclerc  and  Ann  (Cox)  New- 
man. Her  paternal  grandfather,  John  Peau- 
clerc  Newman,  who  held  the  rank  of  P'irst 
Lieutenant  in  the  luiglish  na\y,  subsequently 
engaged  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies,  im- 
porting sugar  and  molasses,  and  became  im- 
mensely wealthy.  His  son  and  namesake, 
the  father  of  Miss  Newman,  was  given  a  clas- 
sical education,  and  won  special  distinction  in 
the  mathematical  branches  of  learning.  His 
genius  for  mathematics  and  taste  for  scientific 
research  might  have  led  to  his  attaining  last- 
ing fame  as  a  scientist,  had  he  not  turned  his 
attention  to  trade,  following  the  line  of  activ- 
ity which  had  so  richly  endowed  his  father 
with  the  goods  of  this  world.  For  man}'  years 
he  occupied  a  leading  place  among  the  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia.  He  died  in  1890  at 
the  age  of  seventy.  His  wife  was  the  grand- 
daughter of  Captain  Paul  Cox,  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  who  crossed  the  Dela- 
ware with  Washington  on  the  memorable 
night  of  December  25,  1776.  She  died  in  the 
prime  of  life,  leaving  one  daughter,  Anna, 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
Five  children  had  preceded  her  to  "the  Bourne 
whence  no  traveller  returns." 

While  visiting  this  neighborhood  years  ago. 
Miss  Newman,  charmed  with  the  view  from 
the  mountain,  [nirchased  six  hundred  acres  of 
land  of  Harry  Holt,  who  bought  it  from 
Rudolphus  Hinckley,  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers in  this  localit}',  who  fifty  years  ago 
built  the  old-fashioned  house  where  Miss 
Newman    now    resides.       Miss    Newman    has 
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added  to  her  first  purchase  of  six  hundretl 
acres,  and  now  has  ten  hunch'cd  and  si.\t)'-fi\X' 
acres,  extending  to  Newman  post-office  at  Lake 
Placid  station,  h'roin  the  retirement  ot  her 
beautiful  home  she  dispenses  charity  with  a 
liberal  hand,  aiding  the  worthy  poor,  and  giv- 
ing generously  to  public  and  private  enter- 
prises. She  has  given  aid  to  many  worthy 
yf)ung  men  and  women,  and  one  of  her  pro- 
teges, Gordon  Thompson,  is  now  doing  effec- 
tive work  as  a  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
I-'piscopal   church. 


Y-7\IC1IARD  LOCK  HART  HAND,  of 
\y\  the  well-known  law  firm  of  Hand, 
V_^  Kellogg  &  Hale,  of  lUizabethtown, 
Essex  County,  N.V.,  was  born  l'"ebruar\-  15, 
1839,  s"'''  *^f  '^^1*-'  Hon.  Augustus  C.  antl  Marcia 
Seelye  (Northrup)  Hand.  He  is  of  linglish 
stock,  being  a  lineal  descendant  ol  John 
Hand,  a  native  of  Maidstone,  County  Kent, 
I'ingland,  who  emigrated  from  there  in  1635, 
and  settled  on  Long  Island,  N.V. 

Samuel  Hand,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  began  life  as  a 
sailor  with  his  uncle,  Cai)tain  Clark,  who  was 
master  and  part  owner  of  the  vessel,  engaging 
first  as  supercargo  and  rising  to  the  position 
of  mate  of  the  vessel.  On  abandoning  the 
sea,  he  removed  to  Shoreham,  Vt.,  where  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  his  death.  He  was  active  in 
military  affairs,  and  during  the  War  of  1812 
was  electetl  Captain  of  a  company  of  two  hun- 
dred   men    that    enlisted    in    Addison    County. 


Just  prior  to  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  this 
company  started  for  the  place,  going  first  to 
Burlington,  where  another  company  was  organ- 
izetl  and  new  officers  elected,  Captain  Hand 
having  command  of  the  two  comjianies,  wiiich 
were  consolidated.  The  wife  of  Captain  Hand 
was  I-llizabetli  Sill,  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  New  York.  .She  was  an  aunt  of 
General  Joshua  W.  -Sill,  who  ac<|uired  distinc- 
tion in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  killed  at  tiie 
battle  of  Murfreesboro,  the  fort  at  that  place 
being  named  in  his  honor.  Caiitain  and  Mrs. 
Hand  had  six  children;  namely,  Richard 
Charles,  Augustus  Cincinnatus,  Nanc\',  .Susan 
A.,   h'.liza  A.,  and  Harriet  N. 

Ricliard  C.  Hand,  born  at  Shoreham,  Vt., 
in  1S02,  was  a  graduate  of  MidtUebury  College 
and  of  Andover  Theological  Seminai")-.  He 
was  ordained  to  the  I'resbyterian  ministry, 
and  held  the  pastorates  of  the  churches  at 
Gou\-erneur,  N.\'.,  l)an\-illc  and  Bennington, 
V^t.  In  1854,  his  health  failing,  he  retired  to 
Brooklyn,  N.V.,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1870.  Nancy,  the  eldest  daughter,  married 
Dr.  Nelson  G.  Chipman,  of  Ohio;  and  both 
are  now  dead.  Susan  A.,  born  in  1810,  died 
December  31,  1S84,  at  .Shoreham,  V't.  Lliza 
A.,  born  at  .Shoreham  in  1813,  died  there  in 
1893.  Harriet  N.,  born  in  1818,  married 
Mr.  Louis  Doolittle.  They  removed  to  Illi- 
nois, where  she  died  in  1842. 

Augustus  C.  Hand,  born  in  1803,  studied 
at  .Siioreham  Academy,  and  afterward  took  a 
course  of  instruction  from  members  of  the 
College  l""aculty  at  Midtllebury,  where  he 
passed   an    informal    examination,    receiving   a 
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certificate  of  attainment  in  182S.  He  subse- 
quently took  a  course  at  Gould's  Law  School 
in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  going  thence  to  Salem, 
Washington  County,  N.Y.,  where  he  en- 
tered the  ofiice  of  Cornelius  L.  Allen,  who 
was  afterward  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State.  In  1830  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Crown  Point.  He  removed  to  Elizabeth- 
town  upon  his  appointment,  April  15.  1S31, 
as  Surrogate  of  Essex  Count}-,  a  position 
which  he  filled  until  January  24,  1840,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Orlando  Kellogg.  He 
was  quite  prominent  in  public  affairs,  being 
elected  by  the  Democratic  party  as  repre- 
sentative to  Congress  in  1839,  and  in  1844 
as  State  Senator  from  the  Fourth  Senatorial 
District,  which  then  included  ten  or  twelve 
counties,  embracing  the  territory  from  the 
Mohawk  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  While  in  the 
Senate,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  prepared  the  act  giving  effect 
to  changes  in  the  judicial  system  of  the  new 
Constitution.  He  continued  his  position  as 
Senator  and  rx  officio  member  of  the  Court 
of  Errors,  the  highest  court  of  that  period, 
until  his  election  to  the  Supreme  Court  for 
the  term  commencing  January  i,  184",  that 
having  been  the  first  election  held  for  judges 
under  the  Constitution  of   1846. 

Augustus  C.  Hand  was  one  of  the  ablest 
jurists  of  his  day,  being  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  seven  years  and  for  one  year 
^u'  officio  member  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
At  the  close  of  his  judicial  term  in  1856 
he    resumed    practice    of     the    law    in     ICliza- 


bethtown,  where  he  continued  his  professional 
career  until  1876,  when  he  was  disabled  by  a 
paralytic  stroke.  He  died  March  8,  1878. 
On  June  29,  1829,  he  married  Marcia  Scelye 
Northrup,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Samuel 
Northrup,  of  Shoreham,  Vt.  Mr.  Northrup 
was  born  in  1772,  in  Lenox,  Mass.,  and  on 
September  17,  1803,  was  married  to  Miss 
Hannah  Hungerford,  of  Weybridge,  Mass. 
Five  children  were  born  to  the  Hon.  Augustus 
C.  Hand  and  his  wife,  as  follows:  Clifford 
Augustus,  Samuel,  Helen  .Salome,  Marcia 
Augusta,  and  Richard  L. 

Clifford  A.  Hand,  who  was  born  at  Crown 
Point  in  F"ebruary,  1S31,  was  educated  at  the 
Elizabethtown  schools,  by  private  tutors,  and 
at  the  Shoreham  Academy,  entering  Middle- 
bury  College,  where  he  spent  his  Freshman 
year  in  1846.  He  was  graduated  at  Union 
College  in  1850.  Beginning  the  study  of  law 
with  his  father,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1852,  and  the  following  year  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Byron  Pond,  who  was  subsequently 
Judge  and  Surrogate  of  Essex  County.  He 
began  practice  in  Elizabethtown,  the  firm 
name  being  Pond  &  Hand,  continuing  until 
1855,  when  he  removed  to  New  York  City. 
In  1856  he  formed  a  copartnership  with 
Charles  B.  Moore,  of  51  Wall  Street,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Moore  &  Hand,  continu- 
ing thus  until  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Moore, 
since  which  time  the  business  has  been  con- 
ducted by  the  firm  of  Hand,  ]5onney.  Pell  & 
Jones.  Clifford  A.  Hand  is  a  Democratic 
party  leader  in  politics;  and  strenuous  at- 
tempts at  reform  in  that  great  game  led  to  his 
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nomination  for  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
New  York  City,  but  lie  was  defeated.  In 
188S  lie  was  tendered  the  appointment  of 
Judge  in  the  Court  of  Apjieals,  but  declined. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  conducts  the  largest  marine 
insurance  business  of  any  comjiany  in  the 
world.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  is  one 
of  the  most  active  members  of  the  New  York 
City  Bar  Association,  and  has  been  Judge 
Advocate  of  the  Third  Brigade,  New  York 
National  Guards,  in  which  he  held  the  rank  of 
Major.  He  was  married  in  1 864  to  Major 
Louisa,  daughter  of  James  -Scliott,  a  retired 
business  man  of  I'hiladelphia. 

Samuel  Hand,  the  second  son  of  the  lion. 
A.  C.  Hand,  was  born  May  i,  1833,  at  Eliza- 
l)ethtown,  and  here  studied  in  private  schools 
until  1847,  wdien  he  entered  Middlebury  Col- 
lege, where  he  remained  two  years,  going 
thence  to  Union  College,  where  he  was  grad- 
uated in  185  I,  many  years  later  receiving  the 
degree  of  LL.D.  He  read  law  with  his 
father,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May, 
1S54,  after  which  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Byron  Pond.  Later,  on  the  retirement  of  his 
father  from  the  bench,  the  firm  was  Hand, 
Pond  &  Hand.  In  1859  Samuel  Hand 
changed  his  place  of  residence  to  Albany, 
where,  in  company  with  John  V.  L.  Pruyn, 
he  transacted  the  law  business  for  the  New- 
York  Central  Railroad.  In  May,  1861,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cagger,  Porter 
&  Hand,  one  of  the  most  famous  law  firms 
that  ever  existed   in   the   State.      Mr.    Cagger 


had  a  peculiar  genius  for  discovering  talented 
lawyers,  and  brought  into  prominence  siuh 
men  as  Samuel  .Stevens,  Nicholas  Hill,  and 
John  K.  Porter,  wdio  defendeil  Guiteau,  all  at 
different  times  members  of  the  firm. 

In  1S65,  upon  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Porter  to  the  C"ourt  of  Appeals,  the  firm  name 
became  Cagger  &  Hand,  this  throwing  all 
the  trial  business,  arguments,  etc.,  upon  the 
shoulders  of  Mr.  Hand,  who  continued  in  the 
discharge  of  his  multitudinous  duties  until 
the  death  of  his  senior   partner   in    November, 

1868.  Mr.  Hand  admitted  two  new  members 
to  the  firm,  the  business  being  carried  on 
under  the  name  of  Hand,  Hale  &  Schwartz. 
He  was  apjfointed   .State  Reporter  in  January, 

1869,  and  served  until  1872.  In  1874  the 
firm  was  dissolved:  and  Mr.  Hand  continued 
alone  until  his  death  in  .Albany  in  May, 
1886,  having  an  extensive  jiractice  in  argu- 
ments of  causes  in  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
in  which  he  served  as  Judge  from  the  time  of 
the    death    of    William    F.    Allen,    June    10, 

1878,  until   succeeded   by  Judge   Danforth    in 

1879,  he  having  declined  the  nomination  for 
the  place.  Mr.  Hand  was  at  one  time  asso- 
ciated witli  Secretary  P'airchild  in  business, 
the  firm  name  being  Hand,  Hale,  Schwartz 
&  Fairchild,  continuing  thus  until  the  election 
of  Mr.  Fairchild  in  1875  ^^  Attorney-General 
of  New  York,  his  appointment  as  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  being  dated  in  1877. 

Samuel  Hand  was  a  man  of  prominence  in 
political  circles,  and  was  strenuously  uiged  lo 
accejit  the  nomination  from  tiie  Democratic 
party  for  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  State, 
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but  refused,  notwithstanding  that  lie  was  prac- 
tically certain  of  being  elected.  While  a 
resident  of  Albany  he  served  as  corporation 
counsel,  President  of  the  Young  Men's  Asso- 
ciation, a  literary  club,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  for  sujjplying  the  city  with 
better  water.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the 
Presiilency  of  the  New  \'ork  State  Bar  Asso- 
ciation, in  T87.S  and  in  18S0.  His  reports 
while  State  Rejiorter  are  important  and  inter- 
esting, covering  volumes  from  forty  to  forty- 
five  inclusive  of  the  New  York  State  Reports. 
His  law  library  included  that  of  the  late  Judge 
Cowen,  and  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
State,  containing  many  rare  and  choice  etli- 
tions,  and  is  now  owned  by  his  son.  Samuel 
Hand  married  in  April,  1863,  L\'dia,  daugh- 
ter of  liiUings  P.  Learned,  of  Albany,  and  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and  two  children  — 
Lydia  Maria,  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Hun,  of  Al- 
bany; and  Hillings  Learnetl,  who  was  gradu- 
ated from  Har\'ard  College  in  1893,  and  is 
now  ]iursuing  his  studies  at  the  Harvard  Law 
School. 

Helen  Salome  Lland,  who  <lied  in  1867, 
married  the  Hon.  Matthew  Ilale,  a  well- 
known  lawyer  of  Albany,  at  one  time  State 
Senator.  Marcia  Augusta  Hand,  who  dietl  in 
1862,  was  the  wife  of  Jonas  S.  Ileartt,  of 
Troy,  N.V. 

Richard  Lockhart  Hand  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  antl  select  schools  in  l-llizabeth- 
town,  his  native  place,  afterward  continuing 
his  studies  with  college  graduates,  who  taught 
the  higher  branches,  among  whom  were  Judge 
Robert     S.    Hale,    and    his     brother,    Samuel 


Hand,  remaining  under  the  tuition  of  the 
latter  until  entering  the  Sophomore  class  of 
the  University  of  Vermont  in  1S55.  In  1S56 
he  entered  the  Junior  class  of  L^nion  Ccdlege 
at  Schenectady,  N.Y.,  being  graduated  from 
there  with  the  class  of  1858,  receiving  the 
degree  of  A.B.  Three  years  later  his  Alma 
Mater  conferred  u]ion  him  the  degree  of  A.M., 
and  in  1887  he  received  the  degree  of  Honor- 
able Chancellor  of  L^nion  College,  an  hfjnor 
peculiar  to  this  institution,  the  recipient  of 
this  degree  being  elected  each  year,  and 
receiving  the  title  of  LL.D.  The  college 
during  his  course  containetl  many  men  of  dis- 
tinction, among  them  being  Warner  Miller. 
Lhidecided  as  to  his  future  occupation,  on 
leaving  Lhiion  College,  Mr.  Hand  took  tlie 
editorial  charge  of  a  political  newspaper,  and 
continued  to  write  leaders  until  1867.  In  the 
mean  time  he  concluded  to  enter  the  legal  pro- 
fession, and  began  reading  law  with  his  father. 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1861,  he  at 
once  entered  into  partnershij)  with  his  father, 
under  the  firm  name  of  A.  C.  &  R.  L.  Hand, 
the  name  being  subsequently  changed  to  Hand 
&  Hale,  the  Hon.  Matthew  Hale  becoming  a 
member  and  remaining  one  until  1868,  then 
becoming  associated  with  the  firm  of  Cagger 
&  Hand,  of  Albany.  In  1871  the  creation  of 
the  Commission  of  Apjieals  causing  more  work 
than  his  brother  Samuel,  who  was  then  State 
Reporter,  could  well  attenil  to,  Mr.  Hand  was 
retjuested  by  the  Court  of  Ajipeals  to  assist 
him,  which  he  did  unofficially  in  1871-72, 
and  practically  comiMled  volumes  forty-two 
and  forty-four  of  the  New  York  State  Reports. 
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In  1S74  Milo  C.  Perry  was  admitted  to  the 
firm,  remaining  until  the  death  of  A.  C.  Hand 
in  1878,  tlie  firm  doing  an  extensive  business 
tmder  the  name  of  Hand  &  Perry.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1875,  on  motion  of  P.  S.  Crook,  of  Wash- 
ington, R.  L.  Hand  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
In  1878  he  consented  to  become  a  candidate 
for  County  Judge  of  this  county.  His  jjarty, 
however,  were  unsuccessful  in  electing  him, 
the  Democrats  having  an  adverse  nominal  ma- 
jority of  twenty-five  hundred  votes,  which  was 
lowered  by  Mr.  Hand  to  a  majority  of  three 
hundred.  In  1885  he  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but 
the  district,  which  was  overwhelmingly  Re- 
publican, elected  liis  opponent,  though  by  a 
greatly  reduced  majority.  Persuaded  against 
his  wishes  in  1890  to  run  for  the  office  of 
County  Judge,  he  was  defeated  by  Judge  Mc- 
Laughlin, of  Port  Henry,  who  received  three 
hundred  more  votes. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Mr.  Hand  was 
alone,  doing  a  counsel  business  and  avoiding 
all  attorney  work  until  1886.  His  partner- 
ship with  the  Hon.  Rowland  C.  Kellogg  and 
Harry  Hale  was  then  formed;  and  this  emi- 
nent firm  has  since  conducted  an  extensive 
business  under  the  name  of  Hand,  Kellogg  & 
Hale.  The  law  library  of  the  firm  is  chiefly 
owned  by  Mr.  Hand,  who  has  reason  to  be 
proud  of  his  valuable  collection  of  works  per- 
taining to  their  business.  It  is  not  as  yet  en- 
tirely catalogued,  but  is  estimated  to  contain 
nearly  five  thousand  volumes,  several  of  which 
are  rare  old  folios  on  English  law,  one,  bearing 


the  date  of  1596,  being  rej^orts  of  cases  de- 
cided in  the  time  of  lulward  HI. 

Soon  after  the  incorporation  of  the  village 
of  Klizabethtown,  in  1876.  Mr.  Hand  was 
elected  President,  and  for  ten  years  faithfully 
performed  the  duties  of  his  office.  I'roni  1867 
until  his  resignation  in  1885  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  lulucation,  a  large  portion 
of  the  time  being  its  Chairman.  In  religion 
a  Congregational ist,  like  hi.s  parents,  he  has 
been  one  of  the  Trustees  and  a  Deacon  of  tlie 
church  for  many  years.  He  is  a  zealous 
worker  in  this  society:  and  it  is  largely  due  to 
the  efforts  of  himself  and  Mr.  Kellogg  that  the 
handsome  Gothic  stone  structure,  which  orna- 
ments the  brow  of  tlie  plateau,  was  erected  as 
its  place  of  worship. 

On  July  29,  1868,  Mr.  Richard  L.  Hand 
was  united  in  maniage  with  Mar\'  IClizahcth, 
daughter  of  Henr\-  Ransom  and  Cornelia 
Gould  Noble,  and  grand-daughter  of  the  late 
General  Ransom  Noble,  of  I'^ssex.  Of  this 
union  four  children  have  l^een  born,  nameh': 
Augustus  Noble  Hand,  who  took  the  classical 
senior  course  at  the  Exeter  Phillips  Academy 
in  New  Hampshire,  was  graduated  from  Har- 
vard College  in  1890,  and  from  the  Harvard 
Law  School  in  1894,  being  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  December  of  that  year,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  office  of  Stearns  &  Curtis  at  58  Williams 
Street,  New  York;  Cornelia  I'.llen;  Marcia 
Elizabeth;  and  Mary  E.  T.  The  daughters, 
with  the  exception  of  Mary,  have  received 
their  education  largely  at  the  seminars'  of  the 
Misses  Masters  in  Dobbs  Eerry,  N.V. 
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-AMI':.S  R()(il';RS,  Sk.,  whose  death  oc- 
^^1  cuiTcd  at  All  Sal)le  ]'"nrks  on  January  9, 
iKSo,  in  tlie  sevcntv-sixth  \'car  of  his 
age,  was  a  man  wlio  had  i^een  largel}'  instru- 
mental in  Iniilding  up  one  of  the  largest  busi- 
ness enterprises  in  Northern  New  York.  He 
was  born  in  Warren  County,  New  York,  on 
October  I  5,    1S04. 

Soon  after  finishing  his  education  James 
Rogers  went  to  Keese\'ille,  I<]sse.\  County, 
and  in  1^30,  in  company  with  his  brother 
Thomas,  opened  a  store.  He  soon  began  to 
display  the  great  ca]iacity  for  business  that 
marked  his  whole  career.  After  a  little  while 
they  established  branch  stores  in  Clinton\ille 
and  Hlack  15rook,  and  two  years  from  the  time 
they  started  they  commenced  at  Black  Brook 
village  the  construction  ol  a  forge  tliat  formed 
the  nucleus  around  which  the  extensive  inisi- 
ness  of  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Iron  Company  grew 
to  such  large  proportions.  In  1834  a  stock 
com]iany  known  as  the  .Sable  Iron  Comjian)', 
with  James  I^ogers  as  one  of  its  memliers,  was 
foinied  for  the  purchase  of  the  Palmer  Hill 
mine,  which  was  bought  three  years  later  by 
the  firm  of  J.  &  J.  Rogers,  with  whom  it  has 
since  remained.  In  1S35  James  Rogers,  in 
partnership  with  Thomas  Rogers,  and  John 
Weed,  whose  name  was  changed  on  I*"ebruary  g, 
1S44,  to  John  Rogers,  purchased  a  store  and 
forge  at  Black  Brook.  The  comjiany  subse- 
(piently  established  their  business  at  Au  Sable 
]'"orks,  where  James  Rogers  took  up  his  resi- 
dence; and  they  began  at  once  the  work  of  en- 
largement. Meanwhile  Thomas  Rogers  left  the 
company  and  went    to    iJubucjue,   la.,  where   he 


died;  and  James  and  John  Rogers  carried  on 
the  business  up  to  r)ecember  29,  1870.  Marly 
the  folliiwing  year  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Iron 
Compan}'  was  incorpoi'ated,  in  oider  to  perpetu- 
ate the  business.  The  first  I'rustees  were 
James  Rogers;  John  Rogers;  Halsey  Rogers, 
a  son  of  James;  and  Thomas  Rogers,  a  son  of 
John.  James  Rogers  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
position  of  President,  which  he  held  by  suc- 
cessive yearly  elections  up  to  1877,  when  he 
was  compelled  to  retire  on  account  of  failing 
health,  and  John  Rogers  was  chosen  Vice- 
President  of  the  com])any.  On  July  10,  1871, 
Halsey  Rogers  died  ;  and  that  same  year  Henry 
D.  Graves,  a  son-in-law  of  James  Rogers,  was 
elected  Trustee  in  his  stead.  Thomas  Rogers, 
who  died  on  January  21,  1873,  had  withdrawn 
from  the  board  on  January  3,  1872,  on  account 
of  ill-health,  Hiram  W.  'Stetson  being  then 
chosen  Trustee.  Just  five  years  later  James 
Rogers  retired  permanently  from  the  firm  on 
account  of  sickness;  and  George  Chahoon,  his 
son-in-law,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus 
caused  in  the  J^oard  of  Trustees.  John  Rogers 
was  chosen  President  and  II.  U.  Gra\'es  Vice- 
President.  In  May,  1879,  John  Rogers  dur- 
ing his  last  sickness,  which  provetl  fatal  on 
the  1  ith  of  that  month,  resigned  his  ])osi- 
tion  as  Trustee;  antl  the  vacancy,  in  accord- 
ance with  his  wishes,  was  filled  by  Benjamin 
I'..  Wells.  At  that  time  Henry  D.  Graves  was 
elected  President :  and  the  business  was  con- 
ducted at  Au  Sable  and  Jay  by  him  and  Mr. 
Chahoon,  and  at  Black  Brook  by  Mr.  Stetson 
and  Mr.  Wells.  The  company  produced  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  gross  tons   of    iron 
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per  annum  ;  and  for  a  number  of  years  prior 
to  its  Hnal  closiiij;'  its  [irotiuct  was  soki  almost 
exclusively  to  the  makers  ot  crucible  cast  steel, 
the  larger  part  going  to  Pittsburg,   I'a. 

The  great  business  of  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers 
Ircjii  Company  consisted  of  several  enlei'iirise:; 
within  each  other.  They  manufactured  all 
the  charcoal  usetl  bv  them  from  timber  taken 
from  their  own  lands,  which  comprised  about 
seventy- five  thousand  acres,  the  wood  from  a 
thousand  acres  being  required  each  year  to  keep 
the  forges  burning,  their  own  men  cutting  and 
hauling  the  wood  and  burning  it  into  charcoal. 
They  also  conducteil  their  own  grist,  lath, 
shingle,  and  saw  mills,  and  burned  the  lime 
and  made  the  bricks  which  they  used  in  build- 
ing the  houses  in  which  their  workmen  lived. 
The  castings  for  their  own  use  were  made  in 
their  foundry;  and  their  wagons  and  machin- 
ery, including  lathes  for  their  machine  shop 
and  steam  engines,  were  made  by  themselves. 
They  also  owned  over  thirt)'  miles  of  plank 
road,  which  they  kept  in  reiniir.  In  addition 
to  all  this  they  hatl  three  stores,  which  did 
a  yearly  retail  business  aggregating  in  round 
numbers  three  hundred  anil  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  At  the  Centennial  I'.xhibition  held 
in  I'hiladelphia  in  1876,  the  cijmpany  were 
awarded  a  medal  of  honoi'  for  the  excellent 
quality  of  their  iron  exhibit,  which  ranked 
with  the  Swedish  production. 

James  Rogers  was  twice  married.  Ills  fust 
wife,  whom  he  wediled  in  1835,  w.is  VAi/.n 
llasbrouck,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  i'^liza  IFas- 
brouck,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.,  and  a  niece  of  An- 
drew Thompson,  of  Kecseville.      She  bore  him 


a  son  anil  two  daughters,  naiuel)- :  Kale  T.  ; 
Mary,  who  married  the  lion,  (jeorge  Chahoon, 
of  .All  Sable  J'\)rks,  in  October,  1867;  and 
Ilalsey.  .Mrs.  h".li/.a  11.  Rogers  died  at  An 
Sable  ]""orks,  and  Mr.  Rogers  married  on  Sep- 
tember 12,  1850,  Miss  Susan  (ieer,  of  (ileus 
I'"alls,  \.Y.,  by  whom  he  h.ul  three  children, 
as  fidlows:  Jaiues;  jAbb)'.  who  married  Md- 
ward  Clark,  a  jeweller  of  ISataxia,  Genesee 
County,  and  died  at  (Hens  balls,  A|)ril  4, 
l8gi  ;  and  Walter,  who  since  his  father's 
death  has  iiurchased  the  old  place  at  (ilens 
Falls,  where  he  now  lives. 


RANK  SP1<;NCI':R  WITin-Rlil']:,  a 
s  son  of  Jonathan  G.  and  Charlotte  Spen- 
cer VVitherbee,  was  born  at  I'ort  Henry,  X.V. , 
May  12,  1852.  Mr.  Witherbee's  ancestors 
on  both  sides  were  of  New  ICngland  origin, 
and  were  prominent  in  the  early  settlement  of 
Massachusetts  Colony,  having  been  idenlilled 
with  the  founding  of  the  towns  of  Stow  and 
Marlboro.  Several  of  Mr.  Witherbee's  an- 
cestois  served  with  distinction  in  the  Colonial 
anil  Rc\'oliitionary  Wars,  and  Mr.  Wilherbce 
is  in  conseipience  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution.  Mr.  Witherbee's 
father,  Jonathan  G.  Witherbee,  was,  at  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1875,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  business  men  in  the  State,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  well-known  tiiin  of 
Witherbee,  Sherman  &  Co.  The  liiiu  is  now 
composed  o{  G.  R.  Sherman  (since  deceased)  ; 
!•'.  S.  Witheibee,  who  represents  the  estate  of 
his  father,    J.  (J.    Witherbee;    W.    C.    Wither- 
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bcc,  who  represents  the  estate  of  his  father, 
Sihis  II.  W'itherbee;  and  Lewis  \V.  I'rancis, 
wlio  I'epresents  the  interest  (if  his  mcitlier,  Mrs. 
Lewis  h'raneis.  Tiiis  firm,  in  conneetinn  with 
tile  I'ort  Henry  Iron  (Jre  C()mj)any,  in  which 
tiiey  are  large  stocl<holders,  control  the  well- 
known  deposits  of  iron  ore  located  at  Mine- 
ville,  near  Port  Henry;  aiul  a  brief  allusion  to 
the  growth  and  development  of  these  dejDosits 
is  not  out  of  place  in  referring  to  the  name  of 
Jonathan  G.  Witherbee,  for  to  his  foresight 
and  great  executive  ability  is  in  no  small 
degree  ilue  the  world-wide  reputation  of  this 
firm  as  iron  ore  j^roducers.  These  ores  are 
noted  for  their  high  yield  of  iron  (some  of  the 
ore  mined  from  the  New  Bed  Bessemer  mines 
has  never  been  equalled  in  innity),  and  also 
for  other  valuable  constituents,  which  have 
extended  their  use  in  the  past  as  far  west  as 
Springfield,  III.,  as  far  south  as  Richmond, 
Va.,  as  far  north  as  Montreal,  and  as  far  east 
as  Nova  Scotia.  The  ore  was  used  in  Pitts- 
burg before  Lake  Superior  ores  were  known. 
'Hie  de[)0sits  at  Mineville  have  been  actively 
worked  for  the  past  fifty  years;  and  the  annual 
output  has  ranged  from  a  few  himdred  tons, 
shipjied  away  in  barrels,  to  in  some  years  an 
output  of  nearly  half  a  million  tons.  This 
latter  tonnage  would  recpiire  a  continuous 
freight  train  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
in  length  to  haul  it.  A  large  part  of  the  ore 
mined  is  shipped  away  to  the  Hudson  River 
and  ICastern  Pennsylvania  points,  though  three 
blast  furnaces  are  located  at  Port  Henry,  and 
one  at  least  is  usually  in  blast,  making  pig 
iion  for  consuni|)tion   in    the  Middle  and  P^ast- 


ern  States.  In  connection  with  tlieii-  mines 
Messrs.  Witherbee,  Sherman  &  Co.  operate 
an  electric  ore  separator  for  enriching  any  low 
grade  ore  they  may  mine.  The  piocess  first 
consists  of  grinding  the  ore  to  small  jjarticles 
by  passing  it  through  large  crushers  and  rolls, 
and  then  allowing  the  particles  of  ore  to  jiass 
by  highly  charged  magnets.  The  ])articles  of 
ore  are  deflected  by  the  magnet  and  fall  into 
one  car;  while  the  particles  of  rock  or  gaiigue, 
uninfluenced  by  the  magnets,  fall  into  another 
car.  The  ore  thus  produced  is  of  the  very 
purest  quality.  Some  of  the  mines  are  very 
large,  and  it  is  believed  are  unequalled  in  size 
by  any  other  deposits  of  magnetite;  and,  unlike 
most  mines,  the  air  is  very  pure  and  the  tem- 
perature so  low  that  ice  and  snow  can  be  fre- 
quently seen  in  the  mines  in  midsummer.  A 
visit  to  these  large  underground  chambers, 
brilliantly  illuminated  by  electric  lights,  re- 
minds one  of  the  weird  pictures  illustrating 
Dante's  Inferno. 

I'^rank  Sjjcncer  Witherbee,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  spent  his  early  boyhood  in  schools 
at  Port  Henry,  Poughkeepsie,  and  Newburg, 
jireparing  for  \'ale  University,  and  graduated 
friim  there  in  the  class  of  1S74.  After  gradu- 
ation he  went  abroad  and  spent  a  year  in  ex- 
tended travel  through  ICurope  and  the  P'ar  I'.ast. 
including  P-gypt,  the  Holy  Land,  (ireece,  and 
Turkey,  and  was  about  to  continue  on  in  a  tri[) 
around  the  world  when  he  was  summoned  home 
by  the  severe  illness  of  his  father,  whose  death 
occurred  a  few  days  after  his  return.  Without 
any  previous  business  training  Mr.  Witherbee 
was  at  t)nce  called  upon  to  assume  the   respon- 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


433 


sibilities  of  his  father's  many  and  varied  en- 
terprises, lie  at  once  devoted  his  entire 
energies  to  the  tasks  tiius  imposed  upon  him, 
and  he  lias  contriljuted  in  no  small  degree  to 
tlie  continued  ])ros[ierity  of  the  I'ort  Henry 
iron  ore  interests;  and,  tJioiigh  the}'  lia\'e 
suffereil  nuich  in  the  last  few  years  of  business 
dei)ression  through  competition  with  chea|)  Lake 
Superior  ores,  and  also  from  the  fact  that  steel 
has  to  a  great  extent  supplanteil  iron  for  which 
these  ores  were  largely  used,  yet,  largely 
through  Mr.  Witherbee's  ]iersonal  efforts,  a 
15essemcr  basic  steel  plant  is  now  being  built 
at  Troy,  N.  \'.,  and  is  likely  to  create  a  new 
demand  for  the  ore  for  steel  purposes,  and  its 
former  large  output  is  likely  to  be  even  ex- 
ceeded in  the  future.  This  new  plant  at  Tro\- 
is  backed  by  some  of  the  strongest  financial 
men  of  this  country;  and  a  jieculiarity  of  its 
steel  will  be  that  ores  high  in  phosiihorus, 
like  the  Port  Ilein-y,  can  be  used,  as  the  phos- 
phorus passes  off  during  the  process  into  the 
slag,  and  this  slag  from  the  large  amount  of 
phosphate  of  lime  it  contains  will  have  a  value 
as  a  fertilizing  pi'oduct,  and  the  farmers  in  this 
])art  of  the  country  will  have  a  very  cheaj) 
fertilizer. 

Mr.  Witherhee,  while  in  luirope  investigat- 
ing the  basic  Eessemer  steel  process  for  the 
new  plant  at  Troy,  discovered  that  some  of  the 
Swedish  ores  used  in  the  German  plants  re- 
sembled very  closely  the  Port  IIenr\-  ores,  and 
on  his  return  to  this  country  succeeded  re- 
cently in  ex])orting  some  ore  to  Germany  in 
competition  with  the  Swedish  ores.  This  is 
believed  to   be   the   finst  instance  on   record   in 


which  American  iron  ore  has  been  exjiorteil 
to  luu'ope,  thiiugh  thousands  of  tons  are  annu- 
ally imported. 

Mr.  Witherhee,  besides  being  identified 
with  the  iriin  ore  interests  of  Witherhee,  .Sher- 
man &  Co.  and  the  I'ort  Ilenry  Iron  (  )re  Com- 
pan\',  is  also  President  of  the  Tro\-  .Steel  Com- 
pany, alludi.'d  to  above;  \'ice-Piesident  of  the 
I'^irst  National  Hank  of  Port  llein\-,  X.  \'.  ; 
a  Director  in  the  Lake  Chamjilain  &  Moriah 
Railroad  Company;  a  Director  in  the  Port 
Henry  I'urnace  Company,  and  also  in  several 
other  corjiorations. 

Mr.  Witherhee  has  travelled  n'ci'v  extensively 
in  this  country,  and  has  also  been  fretpienllv 
abroad.  b'ew  [jcople  have  a  wider  ac(juaint- 
ance  through  the  country,  especially  with 
prominent  people;  and,  being  naturally  a 
critical  observer,  his  information  on  different 
SLibjects  covers  a  w'iile  range.  Mr.  Witherhee 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  taken  an 
important  ]iait  in  the  affairs  of  his  part}'.  He 
has  rejM-esenteil  the  State  of  New  \'ork  on  the 
Republican  National  Committee,  has  been 
several  times  a  member  of  the  Republican 
State  Connnittee,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to 
National,  .State,  anil  Counlv  Coiuenlions.  In 
1888  he  was  a  member  of  the  Llectoral  Col- 
lege which  made  Benjamin  Harrison  I'rcsi- 
dent ;  and  he  has  been  frequentl}'  before  the 
Ways  and  .Means  Committee  ;it  Washington  on 
tariff  matters.  He  has  been  identified  with 
different  kintis  of  State  legislation,  (jarticu- 
larly  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  an  Adi- 
rondack Park  and  the  improvement  of  the 
State  canal  .system. 
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Mr.  Witherbcc  was  otic  of  the  committee 
ap])oiiited  by  Governor  Cornell  to  escort  Gen- 
eral Grant's  body  from  Mount  McGregor  to 
New  York,  and  at  the  centennial  celebration 
held  in  1889  in  New  York  City  the  full 
ciiarge  of  bringing  President  Harrison  and  his 
Cabinet  on  to  the  occasion  from  Washington 
devolvetl  upon  him.  lie  has  been  frequently 
urged  to  accept  nomination  for  public  office 
and  e\-en  for  the  di])lomatic  service,  but  his 
business  interests  make  so  large  demand  upon 
his  time  as  to  compel  him  to  refuse  all  places 
of  preferment.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  various  charitable  institutions, 
and  is  a  member  f)f  the  Metropolitan,  Union, 
and  University  Clubs  in  New  York  City,  and 
also  a  member  of  various  technical  and  busi- 
ness organizations,  such  as  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  New  York  Board 
of  Trade  and  Trans]iortation,  the  American 
Institute  of  Mining  lingineers,  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
the  American  Iron  and  Steel  Association, 
one  of  the  Managers  of  the  American  Pro- 
tective Tariff  League,  aiui  is  also  Treasurer 
of  the  New  York  State  Canal  Improvement 
Committee. 

Mr.  Witherbee  is  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  Port  Henry,  which  he  joined 
at  the  age  of  thirteen,  and  has  at  different 
times  been  a  Trustee  of  the  same.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, and  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  its 
.State  Ct)mmittee.  He  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  erection  of  the  Witherbcc  Memorial 
Hall   at    Mineville,  which    is   one   of   the   most 


complete  workingmen's  club-houses  in  this 
country.  The  building  was  erected  to  the 
memories  of  Silas  H.  and  Jonathan  G.  Wither- 
bee by  their  heirs.  As  these  two  gentlemen 
started  their  business  careers  together  and 
were  always  associated  together  in  partnershi]), 
it  seems  fitting  that  a  joint  memorial  to  them 
should  have  been  erected  by  their  descendants. 
On  April  25,  1883,  Mr.  Witherbcc  married 
Mary  Rhinelander  Stewart,  daughter  of  the 
late  Lispenard  Stewart,  of  New  York  City, 
and  grand-daughter  on  the  maternal  side  of 
William  Rhinelander.  She  is  connected  with 
many  of  the  old  Dutch  families  which  have 
had  large  landed  interests  in  the  Knicker- 
bocker City  for  the  past  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years.  Two  children  have  blessed  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Witherbee  —  Lispenard  Stew- 
art, born  in  1886;  and  Lvelyn  Spencer,  born 
in  1889. 

«-•«*>* 

2)T()N.  15YRON  POND,  e.\-Judge  of 
^^  l".sse.\  County,  New  York,  is  an  influ- 
ential and  esteemed  resident  ot 
I'llizabethtown,  where  he  was  born  on  h'ebruary 
3,  1823.  He  is  a  son  of  Ashley  Pond,  and 
comes  from  an  old  New  lingland  family  notetl 
for  its  intellectual  tendencies. 

15enjaniin  Pond,  the  father  of  Ashley,  was 
for  .some  years  a  resident  of  North  Hudson, 
Esse.\  County,  N.  Y.,  and  represented  the  dis- 
trict in  the  State  legislature  and  in  Congress. 
He  was  a  friend  of  President  Van  Puren,  who 
spoke  of  him  in  terms  of  regard  to  his  grand- 
son. Judge  Pond.  While  in  Congress  he 
voted    for  the   War  of    1812,    and  he    and    his 
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son  Ashley  fought  side  by  side  in  the  battle 
of  Plattsburg.  Benjamin  Pond  manietl  a  Miss 
Ashley  from  the  J-"astern  States,  and  three 
sons  and  two  daughters  blessed  their  union. 
Two  of  the  sons,  Jared  and  Nathan,  settled  in 
the  West.  One  daughter  married  Clark  Raw- 
son,  of  Schroon,  N.  Y.  ;  and  the  other  beeame 
the  wife  of  Dr.  I?aker,  formerly  of  Schroon, 
who  died  many  years  ago. 

Ashley  Pond  was  born  in  \'ermont,  Sejitem- 
ber  4,  1792.  He  received  a  good  education 
and  taught  school  for  a  few  seasons  at  I-lliza- 
bethtown  and  other  places,  in  the  mean  time 
studying  law  with  Gardner  Stowe.  Becoming 
active  in  his  profession,  his  abilities  soon 
brought  him  into  prominence.  He  served  as 
Surrogate,  Deputy  Clerk,  and  Clerk  of  Essex 
County,  holding  the  latter  position  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  took  place  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  January  5,  1H27,  at  the  early  age  of 
thirty-five  years.  His  wife,  Lucinda,  who  was 
the  seventh  child  of  Simeon  Rawson,  a  tanner 
of  Schroon,  was  btirn  April  5,  1793.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children  :  Safford  Raw- 
son,  born  March  3,  i8i6;  Cordelia,  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1 8 19,  who  died  at  her  mother's  home 
in  Elizabcthtown,  April  5,  1842;  .Alembert, 
born  August  5,  1821;  Byron,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  and  Washington  Irving,  born 
February  5,  1825. 

Alembert  studied  law  in  Vermont  with 
Reuben  R.  Thrall,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Elizabcthtown  in  1849.  He  was  asso- 
ciated with  his  brother.  Judge  Pond,  till  1853, 
when  he  went  to  Saratoga  and  joined  Charles 
S.   Lester,   who    later  was  County  Judge.      He 


afterward  became  a  member  of  different  law 
firms.  In  1890,  being  seized  with  atrophy  of 
the  muscles,  vMembert  Pond  was  obliged  to 
retire  to  private  life.  A  Re|)ublican  in  poli- 
tics, he  was  a  member  of  the  iAssembly  of 
1866,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  from  Saratoga  County.  Washing- 
ton Irving  Pond  worked  hard  to  obtain  a  liberal 
etlucation,  and  was  graduated  from  Union  Col- 
lege in  1854.  He  is  a  minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  hut  has  not  [jreached  for  some 
years. 

Byron  Pond  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  nati\'e  town.  He 
entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon.  Augustus  C. 
Hand,  of  I'^izabethtown,  in  1838,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  January,  1845.  In  I'eb- 
ruary  of  the  same  year  he  became  a  jxirtner  of 
Mr.  Hand;  and  after  the  election  of  the  latter 
to  the  Sui)rcme  Court  bench,  in  July,  1847, 
he  continued  the  practice  until  1849,  when 
he  foiaiied  a  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Alembert  Pond.  In  June,  1853,  Clifford 
Hand  entered  the  firm,  which  was  changed  to 
Pond  &  Hand;  and  in  I\Iay,  1855,  when  he 
went  to  New  York,  Samuel  Hand  took  his 
place.  'Phis  association  continued  till  May, 
1856,  when  Judge  Hand  lenewecl  his  connec- 
tion with  !Mr.  I'ond.  Samuel  Hand  went  to 
Albany  in  September,  1859;  but  the  firm  name 
of  Pond  &  Hand  remained  unchanged  until 
May,  1861,  when  Mr.  Pond  severed  his  con- 
nection with  them  anil  continuetl  practice 
alone.  In  1864  he  was  elected  County  Judge 
and  Surrogate,  and  such  was  his  record  that  he 
was  re-elected  in  1868.     'Ihe  term  of  ser\ice  at 


43  6 


BIOGRAPHICAL    REVIEW 


tliat  time  was  four  years,  and  ab(.)iit  1871  it  was 
extended  to  six  years.  Judge  Pond  was  again 
eleeted  in  uS/j,  this  time  for  six  years,  till 
January  I,  itS/'j.  I'luis  lie  acceptable  filleil 
the  position  of  County  Judge  and  Surrogate 
for  fourteen  years.  On  the  liench  Judge  Pond 
tlisplayed  the  cpialities  of  an  able  jurist,  and  as 
a  lawyer  he  is  noted  for  his  careful  judgment 
antl  wide  knowledge  of  the  i)rinciples  of  juris- 
prudence. 

In  [jolitics,  following  the  exam])Ie  of  his 
father,  who  was  a  Democrat,  he  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  in  1844  for  James  K.  Polk; 
but,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  attitude  of 
the  Democratic  party  on  the  slavery  (|uestion, 
he  joined  the  Rejiublican  part}',  with  which  he 
is  now  affiliated.  A  strong  abolitionist,  in 
1864  (see  Essex  County  History,  1885),  at  the 
annual  town  meeting  he  offered  a  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  that  the  credit  of  the 
town  be  pledged  to  pay  volunteers  and  drafted 
men  "who  have  been  or  may  l)e  credited  on 
the  President's  last  call  for  five  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  and  who  sliall  not  have  received  a 
town  Ixiunt). "  (.)n  .\ugust  50,  at  a  special 
town  meeting,  it  was  finally  settletl  to  pa)'  six 
hundred  ami  fifty  dollars  gross  to  each  volun- 
teer, five  hundred  dollars  of  which  should  be 
raised  by  issuing  bonds.  Charles  11.  Noble, 
]?yron  Pond,  and  Matthew  Hale  were  ap- 
pointed to  sell  the  bonds  and  pay  the  bounties. 
Jutlge  Pond  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  August  23,  1845,  during  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Polk,  and  retained  the 
position  until  1847.  He  was  Supervisor  dur- 
ing 1853-54,  and   has  been   proposed  at  dilfer- 


■nt   times    for  Assemblyman,    but    always    re- 
fused the  nomination. 

March  13,  1856,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  llinckley,  daughter  of  Levi  Hinck- 
ley, of  Wcstjiort,  Essex  County,  N.Y.  Mrs. 
Pond  died  January  1,  1875,  alter  two  years  of 
continual  illness,  leaving  eight  cliildren  — 
Ashley,  Cordelia,  Mary  L.,  ]?enjamin  S., 
15yron  G. ,  Lucinda  C,  Levi  S. ,  and  I^lizabeth 
L.  Ashley  is  train  agent  of  the  Northern 
Central  Railroad,  and  is  stationed  at  Palmira, 
N.Y.  ;  Cordelia,  who  is  unmarried,  lives  with 
her  father;  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Walter  S. 
]5rown,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  .Ailiron- 
dack  Reserve  Comjjany ;  Benjamin  S.  is  an 
assistant  of  Mr.  Brown,  his  brother-in-law; 
Byron  Grant,  who,  having  been  bom  on  the 
day  the  battle  of  Shiloh  was  fought,  was 
named  after  General  Grant,  attends  to  the 
shipping  business  of  P'itch  &  Aldrich,  manu- 
facturers of  doors,  sashes,  and  blinds  at  Ed- 
mira;  Lucinda  C.  is  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Abel,  passenger  agent  for  the  C.  &  A. 
R.  R.,  with  headquarters  at  l)allas,  'Pex.  ; 
Levi  S. ,  who  is  unmarried,  is  Clerk  of  the 
.Surrogate  Court  of  P>ssex  County;  antl  I'lliza- 
beth  L.  is  the  wife  of  William  A.  Hathaway, 
a  well-known  and  pofiular  druggist  of  Eliza- 
bethtown. 

Although  Judge  Pond's  father  was  a  Mason, 
he  himself  belongs  to  no  secret  organization. 
In  religious  views  he  is  liberal,  and  attends 
the  Congregational ist  church.  A  lilelong 
resident  of  I'Mizabethtown,  he  has  been  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  growth  of  the  towai, 
of  whose  best  interests  he  has  always   been   an 
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active  promoter;  and  in  the  cause  ui  education 
he  has  taken  a  keen  interest,  having  been  tlie 
first  President,  lioltling  the  office  for  ten  years, 
of  the  first  l?oard  of  Education  of  the  Union 
Free  School  District. 


-AMi:S  :\IOiNROE  SHEFFIELD,  Sec- 
retary of  the  firm  of  J.  &  J.  Rogers 
C(jmpany  at  An  Sable  I-"orks,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  on  September  20,  1S57,  at  Taylor  Pond 
Mill,  a  hamlet  in  lilack  Brook  township,  Clin- 
ton County,  N.Y. ,  about  fix'c  miles  fioni  the 
village  (jf  lilack  Brook.  flis  parents  were 
James  Hamilton  and  Huldah  (Wood)  Sheffield. 
His  grandfather,  James  Sheffield,  who  was 
a  native  of  Greenwich,  W'ashington  Count}', 
N.Y. ,    was   of   English   descent.      In   the   II  is- 
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tory  of  Clinton  County,  jjublishcd  in  1S80,  he 
is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  first  to  settle  in 
Black  Brook,  there  being  at  that  time  but 
two  houses  in  Au  Sable  Forks.  He  settled 
here  in  1S25,  coming  with  Burt  &  Van  der 
Walker,  by  whom  he  was  employed  as  their 
principal  sawyer  for  a  number  of  years.  Dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812  he  was  in  service,  and 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Scott,  who,  though  bearing 
an  ICnglish  name,  was  a  native  oi  Holland. 
Si.x  children  were  born  of  their  union,  as  fol- 
lows: Andrew,  Leander,  Ansil,  James  Hamil- 
ton, Murray,  and  lilizabeth. 

James  Hamilton  Sheffiekl,  who  was  born  at 
(irecnwich,  N.Y.,  was  about  five  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  tf)  Au  Sable  l'"orks.  He 
remained  here  during  most  of  hi.s   life,  and   for 


a  number  of  years  was  in  the  employ  of  J.  & 
J.  Rogers  Iron  Comjjany.  Later  on  he  was 
engaged  in  saw-mill  work  at  the  Taylor  Pond 
Mill.  His  wife,  Huldah  Wood,  to  whom  he 
was  married  on  March  i,  1844,  was  the  young- 
est daughter  of  Sarell  an<l  Huldah  (Palmer) 
Wood.  Her  father  came  from  Ujiper  Canada, 
settling  in  Jay  when  there  were  but  few 
settlers  in  that  town  and  bridle  paths  formed 
the  roads  through  the  forest.  He  cleared  his 
own  land  and  spent  his  life  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Her  uncle,  Zeiihaniah  Palmer,  who 
was  a  surveyor  and  is  described  as  an  eccen- 
tric genius,  spent  much  of  his  time  alone  in 
the  woods,  either  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling 
or,  perchance,  in  prospecting  lor  valuable 
tracts  of  land.  Discovering  what  was  after- 
ward known  as  the  I'almer  (.)re  ]?eil,  he  pur- 
chased Palmer  Llill  and  occupied  a  log  cabin 
on  the  site  of  the  residence  of  the  late  James 
Rogers  at  Au  Sable  Forks.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  11.  Sheffield  reared  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Harriet  (deceased),  born  on 
May  28,  1845;  .'\melia  S.,  born  June  2,  1849, 
married  George  Derby,  of  Bloomingdale, 
N.Y.  ;  James  I\I.  ;  I-'rederick  A.,  born  January 
24,  1863,  now  an  overseer  in  a  saw-mill  at 
Castleton,  Lewis  County,  N.\'.  ;  and  Lizzie 
G.,  born  May  25,  1869,  marrietl  William  l^els, 
a  farmer  of  Peru,  N.\'.,  but  at  [)resent  resid- 
ing at  Saranac  Lake. 

James  Monroe  Sheffiekl  received  a  good 
l)ractical  education  in  the  district  schools  of 
Black  Brook  ;  and  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age 
he  started  out  in  his  business  career,  begin- 
ning in  a  humble  way  in  the  saw-mill  of  J.  & 
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J.  Rogers  Iron  Company.  So  I'aithtnl  was 
Ik-  in  the  ijcrforniancc  of  liis  duties  tiiat  it  was 
not  long  before  he  was  advaneed  to  a  cleriishij) 
in  their  general  store.  Natin'ally  quiek  to 
learn  and  prompt  and  aeeuiate  in  the  diseharge 
of  duties  imposeil  ui)on  him,  his  worth  was 
still  further  reeognized  by  his  employers  by 
[iromotion  from  time  to  time,  until  in  1890 
he  was  appointed  head  book-keeper  of  the  firm, 
which  position  he  continues  to  hold,  also  now 
occupying  the  office  of  Secretary,  to  which 
he  was  elected  January  8,    1896. 

On  May  28,  1888,  he  was  uniteil  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Cora  Isabel  Seeley,  daughter  of 
Myron  S.  and  Jane  Seeley,  of  Black  l?rook. 
]5radley  D.  Seeley,  Mrs.  Sheffield's  grand- 
father, was  a  native  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
whence  he  removetl  to  Milton,  Vt. ,  when  a 
yoimg  man.  At  nineteen  years  of  age  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Adeline  Wheeler,  of  Milton; 
and  in  183 1  they  settled  in  An  Sable  Forks. 
They  reared  ioiw  sons  and  two  daughters; 
namely,  Myron  S. ,  Charlotte,  Madison,  Lean- 
der,  Cieorgc,  anil  lilecta.  Myron  .S. ,  who 
was  born  in  Milton,  \'t. ,  came  to  An  Sable 
l'"orks  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age.  Me 
learned  the  trade  of  a  l:)loomer,  and  was  em- 
ployed at  the  forge  up  to  1891.  lie  and  his 
wife,  Jane  Seeley,  were  the  parents  of  six- 
children —  Herbert,  lulward  and  l{dwin 
(twins),  ]{lnier,  Cora  Isabel,  and  luigene. 

Mr.  Sheffield  is  a  man  who  takes  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs.  I""rom  1885  to  1888 
inclusive,  also  in  1891,  lie  filled  the  office  of 
Clerk  for  the  tow-n  of  lUack  Ikook ;  and  in 
1892-93  he  served  as   Supervisor  of  the  town, 


succeeding  Mr.  Chahoon.  Socially  a  Free 
Mason  anil  in  religion  a  Presbyterian,  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  Tahawus  Lodge,  No.  790, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Au  Sable  Forks,  ;ind  an  es- 
teemed member  of  the  rresbyterian  church  of 
this  i)lace. 


fffjt^^HN  ROONKY,  manager  of  the  Piatt 
farm  at  Schroon  Lake,  Esse.x  County, 
well  represents  the  energetic  and  trust- 
worthy citizens  of  native  birth,  having  been 
born  here  June  18,  i860.  His  father,  Thomas 
Rooney,  was  born  in  1825,  in  Coimty  Kerry, 
Ireland,  being  the  son  of  James  and  Bridget 
(Kennedy)  Rooney,  who  reared  eight  sons  and 
one  daughter,  Thomas  being  the  only  one  now 
living.  P'our  of  the  sons — John,  William, 
James,  and  Thomas — came  to  America  in  the 
order  as  named.  John  settled  in  Virginia. 
William  came  to  this  county,  and  in  1S61  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army.  (ioing  to  the  front, 
he  took  [jart  in  the  Ixittle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
received  a  wound  from  which  he  never  fully 
recovered,  feeling  its  effects  until  his  demise, 
in  1887. 

Thomas  Rooney  decided  when  a  young  man 
to  follow  in  the  footstejjs  of  his  three  elder 
brothers,  who  had  left  parents  and  home  for 
a  foreign  country;  and,  accordingly,  on  May  i, 
1842,  he  embarked  on  his  voyage  to  the  New 
World,  landing  in  New- A'ork  City,  June  12, 
without  a  dollar  in  his  [locket.  Ready  for  any 
honorable  cm])loyment,  he  found  a  job  of  ilri\-- 
ing  a  horse  and  cart,  at  which  he  labored 
until  the  fall,  receiving  but  scant  wages. 
Coming   then    to   Schroon,    where    his    brother 
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William  had  been  living  for  several  years,  he 
made  this  his  home,  and  has  since  resiiled  here. 
In  1.S64  he,  too,  enlisted  in  the  army;  and  on 
Christmas  of  that  year,  at  I'ort  I'isher,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  knee,  and  soon  after  was 
discharged  for  disability,  having  served  nine 
months.  His  first  wife  dying  a  few  years  after 
their  union,  he  subsequently  married  Margaret 
O'Hearn,  who  came  from  Ireland  to  (ilens 
Falls  when  a  young  woman,  the  date  of  their 
union  being  1857.  Of  the  children  born  to 
them,  one  son,  Frank,  died  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  the  others  being  as  follows:  Mary,  wife 
of  William  Cosgrove,  of  Warren  County; 
Thomas,  of  Providence,  R.I.  ;  Margaret,  wife 
of  George  l?urwell,  of  Warix'n  County;  James, 
of  Toledo,  Ohio;  and  John,  who  was  the  sec- 
ond child  in  order  of  birth  and  the  first  son. 
John  Rooney  attended  the  district  school 
during  the  winter  seasons  until  attaining  his 
majority,  although  he  had  left  home  four  years 
])rior  to  that  event,  coming  to  the  farm  on 
which  he  has  since  resitled  and  entering  the 
employment  of  the  late  Daniel  I'latt.  Until 
the  death  of  Mr.  I'latt,  August  5,  1882,  Mr. 
Rooney  served  him  faithfully,  jnoving  himself 
so  valuable  an  assistant  that  Mr.  Piatt's  sons, 
Harve)'  and  James  I).,  have  since  retained  him 
on  the  estate,  which  for  the  past  seven  years 
has  been  under  his  entire  supcrintendency  and 
control.  This  jiroperty  has  been  owned  by 
the  Piatt  family  since  the  year  1800,  the 
original  pnichase  having  consisted  of  one 
hundred  and  si.xty  acres.  Large  additions 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time;  and  it  mnv 
embraces  seven  hundred  acres  of   rich  and   fer- 


tile lanil,  with  fine  hunting  and  fishing 
grounds.  Here  in  the  large  cottage,  or  more 
projierly  castle,  the  family  s|)end  their  sum- 
mers, enjo\ing  the  pure  and  invigorating 
breezes  of  the  Adirondacks,  free  from  the  cares 
and  duties  of  city  life. 

Mr.  Rooney  was  united  in  marriage  April 
26,  1894,  to  Miss  Isabelle  Pihby,  of  Potters- 
ville,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Eliza  (Nich- 
olson) Bibby,  who  reared  seven  children  — 
Elias,  Isabelle,  John,  Nellie,  Alida,  Fred, 
and  George.  Mrs.  Rooney  was  educated  at 
Glens  Falls  and  at  Poultney,  Vt.,  being  well 
fitted  for  a  teacher's  |)rofession,  which  she  suc- 
cessfuU)'  fiiUowed  several  terms  before  her 
marriage.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rooney  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  Mary  Louise,  born  January  31,  1895. 
In  ]iolitics  Mr.   Rooney  is  a  Democrat. 


/^^^^KimGK  G.  WHITP:,  the  popular 
\Pj__  Postmaster  at  Newman,  in  the  town 
of  North  Elba,  ICsse.x  County,  N.Y.,  was  born 
in  the  adjacent  town  of  Joy,  March  17,  1856. 
He  is  a  son  of  Ebenezer  and  VA'i/.a  A.  (Ken- 
nedy) Wiiite,  and  on  the  ]iaternal  side  rejire- 
sents  the  third  generation  of  American  birth, 
his  great-grandfather  having  been  an  ICnglish- 
man  who  settled  in  Boston,  Mass. 

His  son  I'^bcnezcr,  the  grandfather  of  George 
G.  White,  was  born  in  ]5ostf)n  in  ]/C>f'.  He 
was  a  mason,  aivl  worked  at  his  trade  during 
the  greater  jiart  of  his  life,  whicii  was  not  all 
spent  in  his  native  State.  He  died  on  the 
Isle  La   Motte   in    Lake    Champlain    in    1S26. 
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He  ami  his  wife,  Martha  IV-nnctt,  of  Augusta, 
Me.,  reared  four  eliiUlren,  namely:  Martlia  J., 
widow  of  Edward  I?uek,  now  residing  in 
Lower  Joy;  Melissa  P.,  wife  of  Ebenezer 
Hathaway,  who  died  in  Jay  in  i<S79;  Ebene- 
zer, second;  and  Nathaniel,  a  resident  of 
Plattsburg. 

Ebenezer  White,  second,  son  of  Ebenezer 
and  Martlia,  was  born  in  Grand  Isle  County, 
Vermont,  October  14,  1824.  He  worked  for 
many  years  as  a  sawyer,  and  is  now  retired 
from  active  pursuits,  living  in  North  Elba, 
N.Y.  On  December  9,  1852,  he  was  married 
in  St.  Lawrence  County,  New  York,  to  Eliza 
A.  Kennedy,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  A. 
(Parrish)  Kennedy,  of  Wilmington,  Essex- 
County.  Mrs.  White  died  in  i86g,  two  chil- 
dren, an  infant  son  and  a  little  daughter  of 
three  years  named  Jennie,  having  preceded 
her  to  the  last  home.  Five  of  her  children 
are  yet  living,  namely:  George  G.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Henry  O.,  a  farmer  in  Keese- 
villc;  ]<>ank,  wife  of  U.  A.  Welles,  of  North 
P^lba;  lilla,  wife  of  W.  J.  Buck,  of  the  same 
town;  and  James,  who  resides  in  Massachu- 
setts. 

George  G.  White's  educational  advantages 
were  limited  to  the  district  school.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  began  to  work  in  a 
saw-mill,  and  for  several  years  was  thus  em- 
ployed, running  a  circular  saw  at  North  Elba 
and  at  Lake  Placid.  In  July,  1886,  he  en- 
gaged in  trade,  opening  a  general  store  in  the 
building  now  occupied  by  Durgan,  Chellis  & 
Co.,  which  was  erected  in  that  year.  Mr. 
White   also    had   charge   of   the    post-office    in 


connection  with  his  store,  being  the  first  I'ost- 
master  at  Newman.  He  conducted  a  thriving 
trade  in  general  merchandise  until  March, 
1894,  when  he  sold  his  stock  and  good  will  to 
Durgan,  Chellis  &  Co.,  also  letting  to  them 
the  store  premises.  In  1895  he  erected  the 
White  Opera  House  Block,  which  is  one  of 
the  handsomest  buildings  in  the  town,  eighty- 
two  by  forty  feet  in  dimension,  three  stories 
in  height,  with  a  hall  seating  five  hundred 
persons,  and  is  fitted  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments, including  steam  heat.  Mr.  White  has 
been  very  successful  as  a  business  man,  and 
owns  other  real  estate  outside  the  town. 

January  20,  1S80,  Mr.  White  was  married 
to  Eleanor  C.  Miller,  of  Elizabethtown,  N.Y., 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Clarinda  (Rowe) 
Miller.  Mrs.  White's  parents  died  some 
years  ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  four 
children  living;  namely,  Harry  M.,  Laura 
E.,  Bertha  A.,  and  Margaret,  aged  respec- 
tively fifteen,  fourteen,  thirteen,  and  seven. 
One  son  died  in  infanc)-. 

Politically,  Mr.  White  favors  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  been  Postmaster  since 
1886,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  year  as 
Supervisor.  He  is  a  Master  Mason,  lielong- 
ing  to  Whitefaced  Mountain  Lodge,  A.  V.  & 
A.  M.,  No  789,  of  Saranac  Lake.  Mr.  White 
settled  in  the  pleasant  home  that  he  now  occu- 
pies in  1882.  When  he  first  came  to  New- 
man twenty  years  ago,  there  was  but  one  house 
here,  and  onl}-  three  were  at  Lake  Placid 
projier.  There  is  now  a  thri\^ing  village  with 
one  good  hotel,  the  American  House,  a  rail- 
road   station   of  the   Saranac   &    Lake    Placid 
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Railroad,  and  various  kinds  of  inilustry;  and 
Mr.  White's  Opera  House  hall  is  often  in  dc- 
mand  for  social  e\'ents. 


XA)/  llAAAM  TRUDO,  an  intelligent 
''^'  and  most  industrious  farmer  and 
lumber  manufacturer  of  Altona,  near  West 
I'lattsburg,  son  of  Barthidemew  and  I-Iliza 
Louise  (liurbige)  Trudo,  was  born  in  the  town 
of  I'lattsburg,  Clinton  County,  November  17, 
1855.  Bartholemew  Trudo  was  descended 
from  I'rencli  ancestors;  and  his  wife,  who  was 
born  in  Lincolnshire,  I'jigland,  was  of  Irish 
extraction.  They  were  the  parents  of  twenty- 
one  children,  of  whom  nine  grew  to  maturity, 
and  eight  are  still  living.  The  father  died 
December  22,  1876,  at  sixty  years  of  age,  and 
the  mother  December  2,  1895,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  Tlieir  remains  are  resting  in  the 
Catholic  cemetery  at  I'lattsburg. 

William  Trudo  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  I'lattsburg;  and  in  1873,  at  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides.  It  contains  about  four 
hundred  acres  of  comparatively  new  land,  and 
he  is  profitably  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  in  lumbering,  conducting  the  saw-mill 
that  was  erected  by  his  father  in  1873.  He 
has  put  in  a  large  amount  of  hard  work  on 
his  farm,  but  prefers  this  active  life  to  an 
easier  one  with  less  returns.  On  November 
23»  '<*^75.  lit;  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Gard- 
ner, of  Altona,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Dorcas  (C<jme)  Gardner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trudo 
have   lost  one  daughter,    Anna,  at  the  tender 


age  of  two  years,  and  they  have  seven  chil-- 
dren  living,  as  follows:  Bartholemew  Cliarles, 
a  young  man  of  about  twenty  years,  still  at 
home;  Hliza,  a  young  lady  of  seventeen 
years;  Peter,  fifteen  years  of  age:  Lucy,  thir- 
teen years;  Llizabeth,  seven  years;  Hattie, 
four  years;   and  little  Maggie,  two  years  old. 

Mr.  Trudo  casts  his  \-otc  willi  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  Assessor  for  three  years 
each,  performing  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  a  creditable  and  acceptable  manner. 
He  and  his  family  are  faithful  and  devoted 
members  of  the  Catholic  church. 


l':ORGE  W.  CO.SSEY,  a  contractor 
*  i  antl  builder,  residing  at  Ticonderoga, 
a  Vermont  man  by  Inrtli,  possesses  excellent 
financial  and  executive  ability,  and  carries  on 
a  fine  business.  He  is  the  fifth  child  and 
third  son  of  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters  born  tf)  his  parents,  Henry  and 
Celestia  (Sam])son)  Cossey,  the  former  of 
whom  died  in  Ticonderoga,  May  5,  1892.  A 
sketch  of  the  latter  may  be  found  on  another 
page  of  this  volume,  and  in  connection  with 
it  a  short  notice  of  the  remaining  members  of 
the  parental  household. 

Mr.  Cossey  is  of  I'"rench  extraction,  his 
grandfather,  Joseph  Cossey,  having  l)ecn  born 
in  I'rance,  where  he  li\ecl  for  forty  years.  In 
'795  'ic  came  to  America,  locating  in  Canada, 
where  he  lived  for  several  years,  being  while 
there  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1806 
he  married  Miss  Dupah,  who  bore  him  thirteen 
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children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  Michael 
being  a  carpenter  in  Dubuque,  la.;  William 
a  ship  builder  at  Fort  Ann,  this  State;  and 
Charlotte,  wife  of  Joseph  Mercure,  of  Orwell, 
Vt.  The  grandparents  removed  to  this  county 
in  1818;  and  both  spent  their  last  years  in  Ti- 
conderoga,  she  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy, 
and  he  living  to  the  very  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  six  years. 

Henry  Cossey,  son  of  Joseph,  was  a  ship- 
builder by  trade,  carrying  on  his  business  in 
this  locality  for  more  than  half  a  century. 
He  acquired  a  substantial  property,  being  at 
one  time  the  owner  of  or  having  a  controlling 
interest  in  fifty  canal  boats.  For  eight  years 
he  turned  out  eight  canal  boats  a  year,  these 
averaging  in  price  from  two  thousand  dollars 
to  four  thousand  dollars.  He  accumulated 
wealth;  and,  although  he  met  with  heavy 
losses  before  his  death,  he  left  an  estate  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  of  which  George  and 
his  widowed  mother  are  the  administrators. 

George  W.  Cossey  was  born  in  Orwell,  Vt., 
in  1 85 1.  He  obtained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  in  Ticondcroga,  and  afterward 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  from  his  father, 
with  whom  he  worked  during  the  sum- 
mers from  his  fourteenth  year.  For  the  past 
twenty  years  he  has  been  in  business  for  him- 
self, his  thorough  knowledge  of  his  trade,  his 
skilful  and  durable  workmanship,  and  his 
honesty  in  fulfilling  contracts  bringing  him  a 
vast  amount  of  work,  keeping  him  constantly 
employed.  In  politics  Mr.  Cossey  is  a  stanch 
Rcjiublican,  working  for  the  good  of  his  town 
and  county,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 


Board  of  P^xcisemen.  He  resides  on  .South 
Main  Street,  ha\ing  purcliascd  his  home  in 
1880;  and  in  addition  to  this  estate  he  has 
other  property,  being  the  owner  of  preferred 
stock. 

On  September  15,  1874,  Mr.  Cossey  married 
Miss  Libbie  Harper,  the  only  daughter  born 
to  Peter  and  Helen  (Barney)  Harper.  Mrs. 
Harper  died  in  1871;  and  Mr.  Harper  was 
married  again,  at  his  death,  in  September, 
1893,  leaving  three  children  by  his  second 
union,  who,  with  their  mother,  are  now  liv- 
intr  at  Crown  Point. 


'P^AJOR  LYMAN  ORMSBY,  a  native 
of  Essex  County,  born  May  21, 
1 82 1,  at  Gough  Oie  Bed,  in  the 
town  of  Moriah,  is  the  worthy  representative 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  that  town, 
his  paternal  grandfather,  Josejih  Ormsby, 
having  settled  there  at  an  early  day. 

Grandfather  Ormsby  was  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, whence  he  emigrated  to  Moriah. 
Just  north  of  the  Cheever  mines  he  bought 
a  farm,  u]ion  which  he  found  traces  of  mineral 
dejiosit,  and  opened  the  ore  bed  which  later  be- 
came famous  in  the  history  of  the  count}-  as 
the  Gough  mine.  He  served  throughout  the 
Revolutionary  War,  doing  gallant  service. 
He  reared  fi\-e  children  —  James,  William, 
Susan,   Relief,  and  Horace. 

William  Ormsby,  the  second-born,  was  the 
father  of  Major  Ormsby.  He  carried  on  an 
extensive  lumber  business  at  Moriah  until 
1837,  when,  following   the   tide   of   emigration 
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westward,  he  travelled  through  Mieliigan  and 
other  States,  eventually  visiting  Kansas, 
where  his  death  oeciu'red.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  15urlingame,  was  a 
native  of  Port  Henry.  CJf  their  union  eleven 
children  were  born,  the  Major  being  the  ninth 
child  in  succession  of  birtii. 

Lyman  (Jrnisby  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  being 
a  bright  student  and  a  most  honorable  boy. 
At  an  early  age  he  engaged  in  lumbering  for 
the  l^erry  mills,  afterward  carrying  on  a  job- 
bing business  on  his  own  account  for  some 
years.  Always  taking  an  active  iuteiest  in 
military  affairs,  Mr.  Ormsby  connected  him- 
self with  the  State  militia,  and  was  appointed 
Commander  of  the  Schroon  compan\'.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Ci\il  War  in  icS6i,  he  or- 
ganized in  the  town  of  .Schroon  a  company  that 
was  enrolled  in  May,  1861,  as  Company  I  of 
the  Twenty-second  New  York  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, he  being  ajipointed  its  Captain.  At 
the  .second  battle  of  Ikill  Run,  in  August, 
i<S62,  Captain  Ormsby  received  a  bullet 
wound  in  the  left  ankle,  breaking  it,  and  ren- 
dering him  unfit  for  duty.  He  showed  great 
heroism  during  this  battle,  being  at  the  fore- 
front in  the  hottest  part  of  the  fight,  and  for 
gallant  service  on  the  field  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Major.  He  returned  home  on  a  fur- 
lough ;  but  after  three  months'  time,  his  wound 
having  partially  healed,  although  he  has  never 
fully  recovered  from  the  effects  of  it,  bearing 
the  marks  by  a  slight  hesitancy  in  his  walk, 
Major  Orm.sby  returned  to  the  scene  of  action 
to  assume  his    command.      His    regiment    was 


also  in  the  hotly  contested  engagements  of 
I-"redericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  After 
twenty-si.x  months  of  severe  army  life  these 
brave  men  were  mustered  out  of  ser\ice  June 
19,  1S63.  On  ret'.u'ning  to  his  home,  the 
Major  took  charge  of  the  I'ilfershire  mine  for 
the  Lake  Chaniplain  Mining  Cnni])an_\',  and 
was  subsequently  sujierintendent  for  a  year  of 
Cook's  shaft  at  Mineville.  Leaving  that 
position,  he  was  in  the  car  sho]3s  of  the  Lake 
Chaniplain  &  Moriah  Railwa\'  for  ten  or 
twelve  years,  but  is  now  living  retired  from 
active  business  cares  at  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter,  Mrs.  James  \\.   Bond,  of  Tort  Henry. 

Li  politics  Major  Ornish}'  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  but  in  more  recent  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  Prohibitionists,  lending 
his  inlluence  to  the  advancement  of  the  ]irin- 
ciples  of  that  ])art\'.  It  is  wortliv  of  note  that, 
during  the  three  years  in  which  he  held  the 
office  of  Commissioner  of  Lxcise  in  this  town, 
he  refused  to  sign  a  single  license.  While 
a  resident  of  Moriah  he  served  his  fellow- 
townsmen  for  nine  \'ears  as  Commissioner  ot 
Highways,  besides  being  Assessor  for  three 
years.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  in 
1844  for  James  K.  i'olk.  Socially,  the  Major 
belongs  to  the  William  II.  Stevenson  Post, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  No.  102,  of 
Moriah  Centre.  He  is  deeply  interested  in 
religious  matters,  lending  his  aid  to  proniote 
every  good  work,  and  for  eighteen  \ears  has 
been  a  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  Lpis- 
co])al  church  of  this  place,  having  .served  on 
the  ofiRcial  board  as  a  Trustee  for  a  long  time. 
In    manner   Major     Ormsbv     has    a    bluff    and 
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hearty  bearing,  the  result  of  his  military 
career;  but  he  is  unable  to  fully  conceal  the 
kindly  impulses  of  a  generous  nature.  lie  is 
well  preserved,  carrying  his  seventy-four  years 
lightly  upon  his  shoulders,  and  is  still  fond 
of  gravely  cracking  a  joke. 

Major  Ormsby  has  been  twice  married.  His 
first  wife,  with  wlK.tni  he  was  united  October 
7,  1859,  was  Mary  I'otter,  who  bore  him  four 
children  —  Elizabeth,  William,  Ida,  and  Fred- 
erick. Elizabeth  married  Charles  Hascall, 
formerly  of  Glens  Falls,  but  now  a  pros]ierous 
miller  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  William  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  regular  United  States  Army,  and  was 
stationed  in  Texas  for  a  while,  but  is  now  a 
real  estate  dealer  in  Oregon.  Ida  is  the  wife 
of  George  Harper,  a  native  of  Moriah,  who 
is  at  present  engaged  in  farming  in  Minne- 
sota. I'rederick  is  suiierintendent  of  the 
I5ooth  Packing  Company  of  Chicago,  an  exten- 
sive concern,  which  has  branches  ;it  Baltimore, 
Kansas  City,  Omaha,  and  many  other  of  the 
principal  markets  of  the  Union.  By  his 
second  wife,  formerly  Miss  l'~lsie  Flint,  of 
North  Hudson,  whom  he  wedded  Jul}'  <S,  1867, 
one  child  only  was  bom;  namely,  Mar\'  J., 
who  married  James  II.  Bond,  an  engineer  for 
many  years  on  the  Lake  Champlain  6t  Moriah 
Railroad.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  have  two  inter- 
esting; children —  b'lsie  M.  and  Lvman  R. 


|.\I,1':H    J.    CHASE,    a    prosperous    and 
handicraftsman     farmer,     residing     in 
District    No.  i   in  the  town    of   New- 
comb,   is   a  native  of   Essex    County,  Ticonde- 


roga  being  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  oc- 
curred March  2,  1830.  His  father,  Ebcnezer 
Chase,  having  been  born  and  reared  in  I'^ishcr- 
field,  N.H.,  moved  to  Ticonderoga,  and  died 
there  while  in  the  ]irime  of  manhood,  leaving 
a  widow  with  six  children,  Caleb  being  then 
an  infant  of  ten  months.  Mrs.  Ebcnezer 
Chase,  whose  maiden  name  w^as  Cheney,  was 
again  married,  becoming  the  wife  of  a  Mr. 
Crawford,  to  whom  she  bore  five  children. 

Caleb  J.  Chase  spent  his  early  years  in  till- 
ing the  soil,  receiving  but  a  limited  schooling, 
and  that  before  he  was  sixteen.  WHien  four- 
teen years  old,  he  began  to  be  self-supporting, 
going  into  the  woods  to  work  for  his  brother, 
Cheney  Chase,  a  lumberman  and  farmer. 
Having  obtained  a  fair  start  in  life,  Mr. 
Chase  took  unto  himself  a  helpmate,  being 
married  in  January,  1853,  to  Thankful  Pres- 
ton, of  Strafford,  Vt.,  a  daughter  of  lulmund 
Preston.  They  began  their  home-making  in 
Newcomb,  Mr.  Chase  working  in  a  .saw-mill 
for  six  or  seven  years,  afterward  turning  his 
attention  to  the  occupation  in  which  he  was 
reared.  In  1863  he  bought  his  present  farm, 
wdiich  contains  eighty-eight  acres  of  produc- 
tive land:  and  through  his  energetic  efforts 
and  good  management  he  has  brought  it  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  making  many  wise 
improvements,  rendering  it  one  of  the  best- 
kept  homesteads  in  this  section. 

Mr.  Chase  is  a  natural  mechanic,  very  ant 
and  skilful  with  tools  of  all  kinds,  and,  in 
addition  to  general  farming,  has  worked  at 
iiiinsmithing  and  boat-building,  having  built 
some  of  the  finest    boats    in   this   part   of    New 
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York.  He  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Repulilicaii  party,  and  has  served 
his  fellow-townsmen  as  Collector  anil  High- 
way Commissioner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chase  have  seven  children, 
briefly  mentioned  below.  Mary  Jane,  whose 
first  husband,  William  Alden,  died  in  this 
count)',  is  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Thillips,  of 
Lewis,  and  has  five  children:  Floroniond  C. 
lives  at  North  River  Bridge,  and  lias  a  wife 
and  five  children:  Anna  resides  at  home; 
Willis,  living  in  Michigan,  has  one  daugh- 
ter; Ivlmund,  of  Wetherbee,  has  two  children: 
Frederick  is  on  the  home  farm  ;  and  Sally,  wife 
of  Bert  Rick;irt,  is  living  at  Ncwcomb,  N.^^ 


Lj  I. BRIDGE  GERRY  STORR.S,  a  well- 
jQ^  knf)wn  and  highly  esteemed  resident  of 
Jay,  ICssex  County,  was  born  in  Beekmantown, 
Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  January  24,  1832,  son 
of  Lemuel  and  Phcbc  (Parrott)  Storrs.  His 
family  is  of  Pjiglish  origin,  the  first  ancestor 
in  America  being  Samuel,  fourth  child  of 
Thomas  Storrs,  who  emigrated  from  North- 
amptonshire, England,  and  settled  in  Barn- 
stable, Mass.,  in  1663.  In  i6g8  he  moved 
to  Mansfield,  Conn.,  where  he  died,  April  30, 
1719.  His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in 
IJarnstablc,  December  6,  1666,  was  Mary 
Huckins;  and  they  reared  a  family  of  three 
sons.  The  descent  continues  through  Thomas, 
his-  second  son,  who  became  the  father  of 
seven  sons,  the  third  of  whom.  Prince,  was 
Mr.  .Storrs's  great-grandfather.  Prince  Storrs 
reared  a  family  of  four  sons,  among  whom  was 


Chipman,  our  subject's  grandf;ither.  IB; 
serveii  in  tiic  Continental  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  five  sons  of  Chipman 
Storrs  were  David,  William,  Almon,  Lemuel, 
and  Baker. 

Lemuel  Storrs,  father  <if  b'lbridge  G.,  was 
born  in  Upper  Canada.  Wiien  a  \-oung  man 
he  settled  in  Pawlet,  Yt.,  and,  after  residing 
there  for  a  number  of  years,  mo\'ed  to  .St. 
Lawrence  County,  New  York,  where  he  was 
for  a  time  engaged  in  teaching  school.  He 
then  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Ik'ekmantown, 
N.Y.,  and  for  the  succeeding  nine  or  ten  years 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  removing  at 
the  end  of  that  period  to  Lfi:)per  Jay,  Essex 
County,  where  he  was  engagefl  as  a  black- 
smith. He  subsequently  moved  his  business 
to  I'ranklin  I'alls,  remaining  there  a  short 
time,  but  finally  returned  to  Jay,  where  he 
continued  the  occupation  of  a  blacksmith,  in 
connection  with  farming,  for  the  rest  of  his 
life,  dying  April  27,  1868.  His  life  was  an 
energetic  one;  and  he  was  a  citizen  of  intelli- 
gence antl  patriotism,  having  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1S12.  His  wife,  I'hebe 
Parrott,  who  was  a  daughter  of  William 
Parrott,  of  New  Jersey,  became  the  mother  of 
five  children,  namely:  William,  Orrin,  1^1- 
bridge  Gerry,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Susan  E. ;  and  Lemuel.  Mrs.  Lemuel  -Storrs 
lived  to  reach  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

Elbridge  Gerry  Storrs  was  n;nned  for  VA- 
bridgc  Gerry,  who  was  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  in  Madison's  administration. 
He  received  a  good  education;  and,  after  com- 
pleting   his    studies,    taught    sciiool    for  some 
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time  in  the  towns  of  Jay,  Keene,  and  Lake 
I'lacid.  In  early  manhood  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  mechanical  pursuits,  and,  learning 
the  carpenter's  trade,  commenced  business  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  soon 
becoming  well  known  as  a  skilful  and  reliable 
workman.  After  twenty-five  prosperous  years 
as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  he  added  under- 
taking to  his  business,  which  line  of  enterprise 
he  has  since  continued.  In  jicditics  he  sup- 
ports the  Democratic  jiarty;  antl,  though  not 
seeking  public  office,  he  was  induced  to  serve 
as  Auditor  and  Assessor  for  some  time.  On 
May  12,  1864,  Mr.  Storrs  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Amanda  M.  ]5artlett,  daughter  of 
Oliver  J.  and  Angeline  Bartlett,  of  Jay,  N.V. 
Mrs.  Storrs  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Josiah 
Hartlett,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence;  and  her  grandfather,  Joshua 
Bartlett,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth 
College,  practised  medicine  in  Jay  for  many 
years,  and  was  prominent  in  Masonic  circles. 

Of  Mr.  Storrs's  brothers  and  sisters,  Will- 
iam .Storrs  followed  his  father's  trade  of  a 
blacksmith,  and  died  in  Jay,  August  7,  1893, 
in  his  seventieth  year.  He  was  well  known  as 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  also  a  singing- 
master  of  ability,  leading  the  choir  in  the 
Methodist  Episco]ial  church  for  fifty  years. 
Orrin  Storrs,  who  was  also  a  blacksmith, 
worked  in  company  with  his  brother  William. 
The  two  were  inseparable,  sharing  everything 
in  common;  and  he  survived  his  brother  but 
eight  months.  Susan  IC.  Storrs  married  Orris 
L.  Perkins,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Ja)',  and 
still  resides  here. 


UGUSTUS  C.  II.  LIVINGSTON,  edi- 
tor and  ])roprietor  of  the  Elizabeth- 
town  ]\>st,  was  born  in  Elizabeth- 
town,  AjM'il  9,  1840.  He  is  not  only  himself 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  but  is  the  son  of 
a  veteran,  his  father,  the  late  Robert  W. 
Livingston,  worthily  bearing  the  name  of  an 
eminent  statesman  of  the  Revolution,  having 
valiantly  served  the  Union  as  Captain  in  a 
New  York  regiment  until  disabled  by  wounds 
received  in  battle. 

The  family  is  distinguished  in  Essex 
Count)',  many  of  its  members  having  been 
prominent  and  useful  citizens.  Mr.  Living- 
ston's grandfather,  Dr.  William  L.  Living- 
ston, was  the  first  physician  to  settle  in  this 
vicinity.  He  came  to  Essex  County  when  a 
young  man,  after  having  resided  for  a  while  in 
Chautauqua,  and  established  a  drug  store  in 
Elizabethtown,  at  the  same  time  purchasing 
a  farm  in  Lewis,  upon  which  he  resided  for  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  conducted  business  in  this 
place  for  many  years,  finally  retiring  from 
mercantile  pursuits;  and  he  died  at  his  home 
in  Lewis  in  1856,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  years.  He  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  attained  a  goo:l 
old  age;  and  one  of  his  ilaughters  is  still 
living. 

Robert  W.  Li\ingston,  a  son  of  the  Doctor, 
was  reared  to  agricultural  life  ui.ion  his  father's 
farm,  his  only  opportunities  for  obtaining  an 
education  being  the  few  intervals  which 
existed  between  his  daily  tasks.  He  stutlied 
with  his  brother  until  he  had  exhausted  the 
stock  of   knowledge  possessed   by   his   teacher, 
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and  he  then  tauglit  scln)nl  in  Lewis  and  the 
ailjaceiU  towns.  He  dis[)hi)ed  sueii  a  love  anil 
capacity  for  the  actiuisition  ot  learning  that 
his  brother  sent  him  to  Middlehury  College, 
where  he  remained  tor  two  years;  but,  his 
funds  being  exhausted,  he  relinquished  his 
studies,  and  in  i<S33  came  to  Klizabethtown, 
w^iere  he  succeeded  in  establishing  the  Eliza- 
bethtown  Times,  the  first  copy  of  which  was 
issued  on  October  g  of  that  year.  Three 
months  later  he  sold  the  enterprise  and  applied 
himself  to  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon. 
A.  C.  Hand,  being  admitteil  to  the  bar  in 
1837.  He  then  entered  into  [xutnership  with 
Mr.  Hand,  the  firm  of  Hand  &  Livingston  con- 
tinuing until  1842,  when  he  retired  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  business  alone.  His  in- 
clination toward  journalism,  however,  asserted 
itself  above  all  other  business  enterprises;  and 
in  1850  he  began  the  publication  of  the  I'^liza- 
bethtown  Tost,  which  under  his  able  direction 
soon  became  a  powerful  and  inHiiential  news- 
paper in  Essex  County.  \w  1857,  being 
elected  County  Clerk,  he  resignetl  the  editor- 
ship of  the  paper  in  favor  of  his  son. 

In  1862  Mr.  Robert  W.  Livingston  raisetl 
a  company  which  became  attached  to  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Regiment,  New  York 
Volunteers;  and  he  was  commissioned  its  Cap- 
tain on  September  10  of  that  year.  At  the 
battle  of  Drewry's  IJluff  he  was  severely 
wounded  in  both  the  leg  and  the  shoulder; 
and,  after  being  confined  in  the  hos|Mtal  f(jr  a 
year,  he  was  mustered  out  and  returned  home 
with  the  regiment  with  the  rank  of  Ikevet 
Major.      He  once  more  associated  himself  with 


Judge  Hand,  in  whose  office  he  remained  until 
1884.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland  in  1885,  and  held  thai  office 
until  his  death,  which  took  |)lace  in  Jaiuiar}', 
1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-si.\  )ears.  Robert 
W.  Livingston  married  Lucy  M.  Reynolds,  of 
Elizabethtown,  by  whom  he  had  five  children: 
Robert;  Augustus  Cincinnatus  Hand,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  Mary  E.  ;  James;  and 
Lucy  M.  I'he  mother  died  in  1882,  ageil 
si.xty-five. 

Robert  Livingston,  son  of  Robert  \V.,  be- 
came a  successful  broker  in  New  \'ork  Cit\', 
and  held  a  seat  in  the  stock  exchange  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  James  learneilthe  ])rinter's 
trade  in  the  office  of  the  Post,  but  later  ac- 
cepteil  a  clerkship  in  the  L'nited  States  dis- 
bursing office  in  I'ilmira,  but  afterward  con- 
nected himself  with  the  Atlantic  Mutual 
Insurance  Comjiany  of  New  York,  where  he 
has  been  employed  for  thirty  years.  Luc)'  M. 
became  the  wife  of  iJeWitt  Stafford,  a  lawjer 
of  New  "S'ork  City,  and   is  now  residing  there. 

Augustus  Cincinnatus  Hand  Livingston, 
who  is  the  sjiecial  subject  of  the  present 
sketch,  assisted  his  father  in  managing  the 
]{lizabethtown  /'cjV  until  May  28,  1861,  when 
he  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  in 
the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment,  Scott's  Life 
Guards,  under  Captain  S.  C.  Dwyer.  The 
regiment  arri\ed  in  Virginia  in  July,  1861  ; 
and  on  the  21st  of  that  uKJUth  tliey  were 
orilered  to  the  front,  and  advanced  to  their 
first  combat  on  that  fatal  morning  which 
dawned  upon  the  most  disastrous  cunfiict  for 
the  L'ederal  forces  dining  the  Civil  War.      The 
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awful  story  of  the  battle  of  Bull  Run  is  too 
well  known  to  the  readers  of  this  work  to 
need  re|)etitiiin.  It  is  enough  to  sa\'  that  the 
'rhiit)'-eiL;hth  New  \'ork  Regiment  was  terri- 
bl\-  reducetl  in  numbers,  and  while  on  the 
retreat  it  was  overtaken  in  the  woods  by  the 
famous  rebel  regiment  known  as  the  ]51aek 
Horse  Cavalr)-;  but  the  enemy  was  held  in 
eheck  b\-  Colonel  Ellsworth's  Zouaves,  and 
they  reaehed  Alexandria  in  safety. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  army  Mr. 
Livingston  resumed  his  connection  with  the 
lC!i/.abethtown  Post ;  but  in  1870  he  sold  the 
[japer,  and,  joining  his  brother  Robert  in  New 
York  City,  he  remained  there  for  three  years. 
Then  he  returned  to  Klizabethtown,  and 
buying  back  the  Post,  which  has  long  been 
distinguished  as  the  only  Democratic  paper  in 
Essex  County,  he  introduced  new  life  into  the 
stanch  old  journal,  largely  increasing  its  scope 
and  usefulness.  He  is  an  able  and  enterpris- 
ing jomaialist,  successful  in  securing  and 
maintaining  a  full  subscrij)tion  list  under  all 
circumstances;  and  his  worth  as  a  citizen  and 
a  man  is  recognized  throughout  the  count}'. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  ]io]itics,  and  was  a  Trus- 
tee of  the  village  for  some  years.  He  is  a 
charter  member  and  Fast  Master  of  Adirondack 
Lodge,  A.  1'".  &  A.  M.,  having  been  twice 
called  uiion  to  fill  die  principal  chair,  is  a 
comrade  of  .S.  C.  Dwyer  Tost,  Grand  y\rmy  of 
the  Republic,  of  Wadhams  Mills,  and  an  hon- 
orarv  member  of  luiterjirise  Hose  Comiiany,  of 
]''lizabethtown. 

On  October  21,  1879,  Mr.  Livingston  was 
unitetl   in   marriage    with    .Sarah    A.     Kellogg, 


daughter  of  the  Hon.  Orlajido  Kellogg,  of 
I"".lizabethtown,  and  by  this  union  has  luul  one 
child,  who  is  no  longer  living.  Mr.  rind  Mrs. 
Livingston  attenti   the  Congregational   church. 


ERNARD  McRORY,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  furniture  and  untlertaking 
business  at  I'ort  Henry,  N.Y.,  was 
born  August  19,  1847,  in  the  towai  of  -St. 
Bridget,  Canada,  about  ten  miles  from  St. 
John.  He  comes  from  substantial  Irish  stock, 
his  grandparents,  Patrick  and  Catheriiie  (Mc- 
Duff)  McRory,  having  lived  in  County  Ty- 
rone, Ireland,  until  after  the  birth  of  their 
four  children — ^  Mary,  Bridget,  Peter,  and 
Hugh.  They  subsecjuently  emigrated  to 
Canada,  locating  on  a  farm  in  St.  Bridget, 
where  they  spent  their  remaining  years. 

Mr.  McRory's  father,  Hugh  McRory,  was 
born  in  County  Tyrone,  and  was  about  si.x 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  crossed  the 
ocean.  He  was  reared  on  the  homestead  in 
.St.  Bridget,  and,  after  his  school  days  were 
ended,  worked  for  a  time  as  clerk  in  a  general 
store.  He  marrieil  Hannah  Bo}Ie,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Bernaid  Boyle,  a  farmer  of  Westijort, 
Esse.x  County,  N.Y. ,  and  subsequently  became 
a  resident  of  that  town.  He  entered  the  em- 
ployment of  the  iron  nail  works  at  Boucpiet, 
a  few  miles  from  the  town  of  liissex,  ami  after- 
ward worked  for  eight  years  in  the  West])ort 
iron  furnaces,  beiiig  emplo\'ed  by  George  W. 
Gough.  In  1S63  Mr.  Hugh  McRory  went 
West  to  take  charge  of  the  outside  business  of 
the    Keokuk    Packet    Company    at    St.     Louis, 
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Mo.,  but  resigned  his  position  at  the  time  of 
tlie  terrible  plague  ot  eholera  in  1 8G6.  Re- 
turning to  this  coimty,  he  secured  work  at 
Port  Henry  in  the  furnaces  of  W.  T.  I-"oote, 
but  a  few  months  later  gave  up  his  situation, 
having  been  a|)pnintcd  Street  Cotnmissioner  of 
the  village,  in  which  capacity  he  serveil  four 
years,  in  1870  retiring  from  active  cares.  He 
reared  a  family  of  si.x  children  —  Bernard, 
Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Patrick  C. ,  Peter,  and 
Hugh  ]5.  Joseph,  of  whom  a  sketch  may  be 
found  on  another  page  of  this  work,  died  at 
Port  Henr\',  Alarch  12,  1890,  aged  thirty-nine 
years. 

Patrick  C,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1S54 
in  this  town,  received  his  elementary  educa- 
tion in  the  union  free  school,  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  St.  Mary's  College,  Montreal,  in 
1870.  He  pursued  his  legal  studies  for  three 
years  in  the  law  office  of  Waklo  &  Tobey,  of 
Port  Henr}-,  and  then  for  a  year  in  the  office 
of  the  Hon.  Smith  M.  Weed,  of  Plattsburg, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1876.  Opening 
an  office  in  this  village,  he  built  up  a  large 
])ractice  and  became  identilletl  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  town,  being  an  important  iactor 
in  political  circles,  many  times  representing 
the  district  in  Democratic  conventions.  At 
the  midwinter  State  Convention  held  in  Al- 
bany, February  22,  1892,  he  was  appointed 
Presidential  elector  from  this  district.  He 
stood  close  to  the  administration,  being  on  in- 
timate terms  with  President  Cleveland,  Secre- 
tary of  War  Lamont,  Postmaster-general  Bis- 
.seJl,  and  others.  While  active  for  others  in 
politics,  he  could   not   be  termed  a  politician, 


as  he  neither  .sought  nor  desired  jjublic  office. 
As  a  lawyer  he  stood  ver\'  higii,  becoming  dis 
tinguished  in  criminal  |)ractice  during  the 
recent  murder  trials  which  tcjok  place  in  Esse.x 
Count)-.  He  was  a  man  of  s])lentiiil  parts, 
brilliant  scholarship,  and  of  I'are  and  admir- 
able ])ers(inalit)'.  iSefore  a  jury  he  alwa\'s 
showed  himself  well-read  on  all  points  of  the 
subject  in  dispute,  and  in  argument  was  logi- 
cal, earnest,  and  convincing.  In  jjrivatc  as 
in  professional  life  his  character  was  above 
rei)roach.  While  attending  the  World's  h'air 
at  Chicago,  he  was  taken  with  t)i)hoi(l  fe\er, 
and  died  October  21,  1893,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-nine  years.  His  death  was  justly 
deemed  a  public  loss,  and  his  funeral  at  this 
place  was  largely  attended  by  his  legal  brethren 
from  miles  aroiuul. 

Peter  McRory,  the  foiu'th  son,  was  engaged 
in  the  grocer)'  business  with  his  brother  Joseph 
for  a  time,  later  was  with  Bernard  in  his  pres- 
ent business,  and  in  1893  was  a[)pointed  Post- 
master, a  ])Osition  which  he  still  holds. 
Hugh,  the  youngest  son,  was  educated  ciiielly 
in  this  town,  and  i)egan  tlie  stud)'  of  law  in 
the  office  of  his  br<ither  Patrick  C,  where  he 
remained  until  his  admission  t(j  the  bar.  May  8, 
1885.  He  went  to  California,  begimiing  the 
[iractice  of  his  profession  at  Los  Angeles;  but, 
breaking  down  in  health,  he  was  taken  to 
Thomas\ille,  Ga.,  under  the  charge  of  his 
brother  Bernard;  but,  the  climate  failing  to 
help  him,  he  was  brought  home,  and  died  here 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-seven  )ears. 

Bernard  McRory  was  educated  at  I'ort 
HeiH)'.      When  a   young    man    he    learned    the 
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tiailc  uf  cabinct-makini;' ;  and  in  1871  he  estab- 
lislicd  the  fuiniUuc  and  undcitaking  business, 
wiiich  he  has  contluctetl  witli  signal  success 
until  the  jMesent  time.  His  sterling  integrity 
and  ability  are  everywhere  recognized,  and  he 
is  prominent  in  local  affairs.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Citizens'  National  Bank,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  Board  (jf  Trustees  and  a 
collector  of  the  town  at  three  different  times. 
I'^om  1S72  until  1880  he  was  Chief  of  the 
Police,  holding  tliis  office  at  the  time  of  the 
building  of  the  railroad,  when  law  and  order 
had  to  struggle  with  elements  of  the  roughest 
sort.  He  thoroughly  ]3roved  his  efficiency  as  a 
keeper  of  the  peace,  on  one  occasion,  with  but 
four  men  to  assist  him,  arresting  thirt\-  des- 
perate men,  wlio  "ran  amuck,  "and  had  started 
out  to  rule  the  town.  I\Ir.  McKory  began  life  a 
poor  boy,  and  by  his  own  exertions  has  steadily 
climbed  the  ladder  of  prosperity.  In  politics 
he  is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for  public  honors. 

On  January  7,  1S92,  Mr.  McRory  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Annie  E. ,  daughter  of 
James  Bartley,  of  Vergennes,  Vt.  They  have 
one  child,  Mary  B.   McRory. 


(^i;ffj-:rson   g.    McKINNp:y,   m.d., 

although  at  the  present  writing  he 
has  been  ])ractising  medicine  in  Platts- 
burg  but  a  few  months,  has  already  secured 
for  himself  a  substantial  footing  and  laid  the 
fdundation,  as  it  appears,  for  extensive  useful- 
ness in  this  locality.  He  is  a  native  of  Clin- 
ton   County,    having    ijeen    born   at    ]']llenburg. 


a  town  on  the  western  border,  May  11,  1S60, 
ot  good  old  New  luigland  stock.  His  grand- 
father McKinney,  a  native  of  Maine,  evidently 
of  Scotch  ancestry,  married  Amarilla  Roberts; 
and  they  afterward  settled  in  Peru,  in  this 
county,  where  Nathan  McKinney,  the  Doctor's 
father,  was  born.  Nathan  McKinney  married 
Mary  A.  Martin,  of  Grand  Isle,  who  bore  him 
si.x  children,  the  following  being  their  names: 
Wallace  W.  ;  Minor;  William;  Lafayette; 
Henry;  and  Jefferson  Gardiner,  the  special 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Jefferson  G.  McKinney,  having  mastered 
the  common  branches  of  learning  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  attended  the  Chateaugay  Acad- 
emy in  Potsdam,  where  he  pursued  a  higher 
course.  After  leaving  this  institution,  he 
taught  school  three  years  in  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  and  then  began  the  study  of  medicine 
with  Dr.  R.  M.  Whyte,  of  Ellenburg,  remain- 
ing in  his  office  two  years.  In  18S2  he 
entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons in  BaltiuKjre,  Md.,  was  graduated  from 
there  March  15,  1886,  and  two  months  later 
opened  an  office  at  Schuyler's  Falls,  where 
he  was  actively  engaged  in  his  professional 
duties  for  eight  years.  In  September,  1894, 
Dr.  McKinney  came  to  Plattsburg,  and  has 
already  his  full  share  of  patronage,  being 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  medical  prac- 
titioners of  this  section  of  the  county.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Clinton  County  Medi- 
cal Association,  of  which  he  filled  the  office 
of  V'ice-Prcsident  in  1889  and  of  President  in 
i8go,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Northern  New 
York  IMedical  Society-. 
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On  December  14,  1S93,  Dr.  McKinncy 
was  united  in  marriage  witli  Alice  Manning, 
daughter  of  William  and  Sally  Manning,  of 
Schuyler's  Falls.  They  have  one  child,  an 
infant  son,  Louis  A.  McKinney.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  McKinney  are  x'ahied  members  of  the 
Methodist  Lpiscopal  church,  he  having  been  a 
Trustee  of  the  Lllenburg  Methodist  church  for 
many  years. 

MOS  P.  HARDY,  whose  portrait  ac- 
companies this  brief  sketch  of  an  in- 
dustrious antl  honorable  career,  is 
an  old  and  esteemed  member  of  the  farming 
community  of  Wilmington,  one  of  the  northern 
towns  in  I'^ssex  County,  New  York.  He  was 
born  in  181 8,  in  Caledonia,  in  the  town  of 
Peacham,  Vt.,  his  father,  Amos  Hardy,  hav- 
ing been  a  native  of  the  same  place. 

A  laboring  man  in  humble  circumstances, 
his  only  wealth  an  honest  heart  and  a  strong 
constitution,  Amos  Hardy  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one.  He  was  married  to  Eleanor  Pearl, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  who  died  in  St.  Lawrence 
County  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 
They  w-ere  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  two  born  in  Vermont,  two  In  New 
York.  One  son,  William,  is  now  living  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  still  active,  though 
he  has  suffered  from  several  malignant  cancers, 
which  have  been  removed.  The  eldest  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Hardy,  was  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Free- 
man, of  St.  Lawrence  County;  and  the  other, 
I'^liza,  was  also  married,  but  both  daughters 
are  now  deceased. 

Amos  P.  Hardy  was  given   scant  opi)ortuni- 


ties  for  educaticjn,  beginning  the  work  of  life 
as  a  farm  hand  when  onlv  twehe  years  of  age. 
He  worketl  for  one  man  seven  years,  receiving 
at  first  seven  dollars  a  month.  His  wages 
were  increased  by  an  advance  of  one  dollar  [ler 
month  each  year,  and,  when  his  employer  de- 
clined to  pay  more  than  thirteen  dollars,  he 
left  with  the  intention  of  bettering  himself; 
but  thirteen  ilollars  was  the  average  pay  for  a 
farm  hand  at  that  time,  and  with  that  he  was 
forced  to  be  content.  When  he  w'as  twenty 
years  old,  he  jxiid  his  father  fifty  dollars  for 
his  time,  and,  working  as  a  farm  laborer  until 
he  was  twenty-four,  he  saved  three  hundied 
dollars.  In  1849  he  removed  from  the  town 
of  Jay  to  Wilmington,  purchasing  seventy 
acres  of  land,  lly  industry  and  thrift  he 
gradually  added  to  his  property  until  he  owned 
eight  hundred  acres,  mostly  arable  land.  In 
1893  his  barns  were  destroyed  by  lightning, 
and  Mr.  Hardy  and  his  hired  man  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  death.  The  loss  was  partly 
covered  by  insurance,  and  the  damage  has  now 
been  fully  repaired.  Mr.  Hardy  has  accom- 
plished a  wonderful  amount  of  hard  work,  and 
it  is  stated  by  good  authority  that  he  has  made 
twenty  thousand  dollars  by  his  [jersistent  pro- 
ductive toil. 

Mr.  Hardy  was  married  when  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age  to  Clarissa  Chapel,  "one  of 
the  nicest  little  women  on  earth,"  to  (piote  his 
own  words.  She  died  about  a  year  after  mar- 
riage, and  her  infant  son  soon  joined  her  in 
the  world  beyond.  Mr.  Hardy  subsequently 
married  Mrs.  Loretta  Dean  Hall,  wiilow  of 
Henry  Hall,  of  Jay.     She  had  a  son  and  daugh- 
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tcr  by  her  first  iiiairiage,  and  four  cliildren 
blessed  her  unidii  with  Mr.  Ilai'dy:  George  I., 
a  mechanic  and  larnior,  living  near  his  father, 
is  married  anil  has  se\'en  children;  Clarissa  is 
the  wife  nf  Millard  llayes,  (if  Saranac  Lake, 
and  has  two  children;  iClla  is  the  wife  of 
ilenry  Iluntingtloii,  of  Wilmington;  and  Lou- 
isa is  the  wife  of  Charles  Hayes,  of  Saranac, 
and  has  two  children.  The  second  Mrs. 
llartly  died  in  1X72,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five; 
and  two  years  later  Mr.  Hardy  was  united  to 
Jcrusha  Jones,  daughter  of  Lansing  and  Sophia 
(Weston)  Jones,  of  Jay.  Mr.  Jones,  who  was 
of  Scotch  ancestry  and  was  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  His 
wife,  a  lady  of  English  descent,  lived  to  be 
eighty-six,  retaining  her  activity  and  intelli- 
gence to  the  last.  The  present  Mrs.  Hardy 
taught  school  for  several  years  before  her 
marriage. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hardy  is  a  stanch  Republi- 
can. He  has  held  many  ofifices  of  trust  in  the 
town,  serving  as  Assessor  three  yeai's.  Super- 
visor five  years,  and  Poor  Master  twenty  years. 
A  Methodist  in  religious  Ijclief.  he  joined  the 
clnuch  fifty-three  years  ago,  and  has  held  many 
offices  in  the  ])arish.  Mr.  Hardy  has  resided 
in  Wilmington  forty-six  years,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  as  well  as  one  of 
the  oldest  citizens  of  the  town. 


(i)7"ON.  ROWLAND  CASE  KELLOGG, 
of     the    well-known    firm    of     Hand, 
Kellogg     &    Hale,    Elizabethtovvn, 
N.Y.,   was   born   December  31,    1843,    in   the 


room  of  the  family  homestead  wliich  has  since 
been  transformed  by  him  into  a  charming 
study.  He  is  the  son  of  the  Hon.  Orlando 
antl  i'olly  (Woodruff)  Kellogg;  and  his  family 
has  been  for  many  years  well  and  favorably 
known  in  Elizabethtown,  his  great-grand- 
father, William  Kellogg,  having  been  one  of 
the  first  settlers  here. 

This  gentleman  was  living  in  the  valley  of 
Wyoming,  Pa.,  at  the  time  of  the  famous 
massacre,  and  was  driven  from  his  labor  in 
the  field,  but  fortunately  escaped  by  shooting 
his  pursuer,  an  Indian  known  as  Captain 
Turkey.  Pie  removed  to  Hinesburg,  Vt.,  and 
subseciuently  settled  in  Elizabethtown,  N.Y. 
He  was  in  command  of  a  company  in  the 
French  and  Indian  War,  and  was  familiarly 
known  as  Captain  Kellogg.  Rowland  Kel- 
logg, his  only  son,  was  a  resident  of  Eliza- 
bethtown, working  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner, 
and  died  here  in  1826.  He  married  Sarah 
Titus,  a  lady  of  more  than  average  intelli- 
gence, who,  some  seven  years  after  his  de- 
cease, became  the  wife  of  Jeduthan  Case. 
Mr.  Case  is  saitl  to  have  been  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Ticonderoga,  of  parents  per- 
manently   settled   there. 

Orlantlo  Kellogg,  son  of  Rowland  and  Sarah 
(Titus)  Kellogg,  was  born  in  Elizabethtown, 
N.Y.,  June  18,  1809.  He  followed  in  his 
father's  footsteps  for  a  time,  learning  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  working  at  it 
till  after  he  attained  his  majority.  Though 
but  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
father's  death,  he  assumed  the  care  and  sup- 
port   of    his    mother   and    a    large    family    of 
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younger  children,  discharging  the  onerous 
duty  with  unflinching  fidelity  and  rare  success. 
His  friends  discovered  in  him  the  germs  of 
those  qualities  for  which  he  was  afterward 
noted,  and  strongly  advised  him  to  make  the 
law  his  profession.  Yielding  with  some  re- 
luctance to  the  opinion  of  those  whom  he 
considered  better  qualified  to  jutlge  than  him- 
self, in  1S33  he  began  the  stuily  of  law,  enter- 
ing the  office  of  John  S.  Chipman.  He  fin- 
ished the  long  term  then  required  by  the 
rules  of  the  New  York  bar  in  the  ofifice  of 
Hand  &  Livingston,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  as  attorney  in  May,   1841. 

From  that  time  on  his  career  was  an  un- 
broken scries  of  successes.  He  was  admitted 
as  counsellor  in  1842,  as  solicitor  and  coun- 
sellor in  1845,  '1''"'  ^^'''-^  admitted  to  practice  at 
the  United  States  bar  in  December,  1847.  In 
1840  he  was  appointed,  by  Governor  Seward, 
Surrogate  of  Esse.x  County ;  and  for  four  years 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  that  important 
ofifice  with  rare  skill  and  fidelity.  A  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  he  was  elected  to  the  Thir- 
tieth Congress  in  1848,  and  in  1849  was  ap- 
pointed, by  Hamilton  Fish,  Commissioner  of 
Loans.  Upon  the  atljournnicnt  of  the  Con- 
gress of  1848  he  returned  to  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  followed  it  closely  till 
1862,  when  the  people  of  his  district,  without 
distinction  of  party,  elected  him  to  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Congress.  In  1864  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Thirty-seventh,  but  died  before 
that  Congress  convened,  on  August  24,  1865, 
after  a  short  illness  of  two  days.  He  was 
then  fifty-six  years  of  age. 


The  Hon.  Orlando  Kellogg  was  diffident 
and  cautious  jjy  nature,  and  rarely  rose  to 
speak  unless  compelleil  to  do  so;  but  sterling 
good  sense,  practical  wisdom,  and  unerring 
tact  in  the  management  of  men  and  things 
stampeti  him  as  a  man  who  had  few  equals  in 
his  sphere  of  action.  Before  a  jury  Mr.  Kel- 
logg was  at  his  best;  and  after  one  of  his  ar- 
guments the  opposing  counsel,  no  matter  how 
skilfully  he  had  prepared  and  tried  the  case, 
was  often  compelled  to  sit  i)y  and  see  both  law 
and  facts,  which  he  had  supposed  invincible, 
swept  away  by  the  jury's  verdict.  Lawyers 
who  were  greatly  his  suiieriors  in  all  the  nice- 
ties of  legal  lore  and  the  training  anil  polish 
of  schools  were  amazed  to  find  their  firmest 
logic  and  finest  rhetoric  of  no  avail  against  his 
native  power  to  convince.  As  a  stump  speaker 
he  was  inimitable,  the  wit,  pathos,  and  homely 
but  striking  illustrations  which  he  drew  from 
every-day  life,  and  his  deep  and  pervading 
earnestness  carrying  all  before  him. 

His  good  humor  and  kindness  of  heart  were 
limitless,  and  he  had  an  exhaustless  fund  of 
anecdote.  These  characteristics  maile  him  a 
congenial  friend  of  Ahrahani  Lincoln,  whose 
acquaintance  he  made  while  in  Congress  in 
1848,  and  with  whom  he  became  so  intimate 
as  to  have  access  to  him  at  all  hours.  A 
friend  visiting  I\Ir.  Kellogg  was  taken  by  him 
to  the  President's  private  room  after  the  House 
had  ailjourned  at  a  late  hour,  ami  they  sat  tell- 
ing jokes  and  anecdotes  until  3.30  a.m.  When 
they  were  going  the  President  remarked  to 
the  other  gentleman,  "If  it  were  not  for  Kel- 
logg's    stories    I    shiiiild    'it    Idiu'    siinu-tinirs." 
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Oil  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  Mr. 
Kellogg  gave  heart,  hantl,  and  family  to  the 
service  of  the  Union;  and  his  work  for  the 
comfort  of  the  soldiers,  esi)ecially  those  from 
jiis  own  Congressional  district,  won  him  the 
sobriquet  of  the  "father  of  the  regiment." 

He  married  Folly,  youngest  daughter  of 
Roger  Hooker  Woodruff,  of  Lewis,  N.Y. 
Mrs.  Kellogg  outlived  her  husband  nearly 
twenty  years,  dying  in  February,  1884.  They 
reared  seven  children :  Cornelia  A.;  Orlando; 
Sarah  A.;  Rowland  C,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;   Robert  H. ;   William  R. ;  and  Mary  E. 

Rowland  Case  Kellogg  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment of  New  York  Volunteers  in  September, 
1862.  The  battle  of  North  Anna  in  1863  was 
the  first  in  which  he  took  part.  His  conduct 
in  action  won  him  favorable  notice;  and  he 
was  eventually  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Second 
Lieutenant  of  Company  D,  then  to  First 
Lieutenant.  He  was  in  action  at  Drewry's 
Jiluff,  Cold  Harbor,  and  lilackwater,  and  was 
wounded  by  a  shell  in  the  first  day's  fight  at 
Petersburg  Heights,  June  15,  1864,  causing 
permanent  deafness  in  the  left  ear,  and  neces- 
sitating a  stay  in  the  hospital  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe. Mr.  Kellogg  then  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence, and  returned  home  for  twenty  days,  and 
accepted  the  position  as  Commissary  of  Sub- 
sistence with  the  rank  of  Captain.  An  inci- 
dent of  his  army  life  illustrates  his  father's 
native  kindness  of  heart.  One  of  the  men  of 
his  regiment  was  caught  in  the  act  of  desert- 
ing, and  sentenced  to  be  shot.  Cajitain  Kel- 
logg mentioned  this    in  a  letter  to   his   father, 


who  was  then  in  Washington;  ami,  though  it 
was  late  at  night  when  he  received  the  letter, 
he  at  once  hurried  to  the  President,  and  oh 
tained  a  reprieve  for  the  culprit. 

Rowland  C.  Kellogg  arrived  home  with  liie 
brevet  of  Major,  August  26,  1865,  two  days 
after  his  father's  death.  He  immediately  took 
up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Hand  & 
Hale,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Albany 
Law  School,  where  he  was  a  contemporary  of 
such  noted  men  as  the  Hon.  William  Mc- 
Kinley,  and  D.  Cady  Herrick,  Supreme  Court 
Judge  at  Albany.  He  was  graduated  in  1867, 
and  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Elizabeth- 
town,  in  company  witli  Dewitt  Stafford,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Kellogg  &  Stafford.  Two 
years  later  the  partnership  was  dissolved;  and 
Mr.  Kellogg  was  alone  till  1870,  when  he  be- 
came associated  with  the  former  County  Judge, 
Robert  S.  Hale,  and  Francis  A.  Smith,  after- 
ward Judge  of  Essex  County,  under  the  style 
of  Hale,  Smith  &  Kellogg.  This  association 
was  broken  by  his  election  to  the  post  of  Dis- 
trict Attorney  in  1875,  a  position  which  he 
retained  for  nine  years.  When  Mr.  Smith 
was  elected  County  Judge,  Mr.  Kellogg  again 
became  a  member  of  the  firm,  then  consisting 
of  Judge  Hale  and  his  son  Harry;  and  the 
name  was  changed  to  Hale,  Kellogg  &  Hale. 
In  18S0  this  partnership  was  dissolved;  and 
Mr.  Kellogg  was  alone  until  the  present  firm 
of  Hand,  Kellogg  &  Hale  was  established. 

Besides  conducting  his  legal  interests  with 
marked  ability,  Mr.  Kellogg  has  ably  repre- 
sented the  Republican  jiarty  in  various  jjosi- 
tions.      He  was  elected  State  Senator  in  1885, 
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and  re-elected  in  iSSy,  and  was  in  tlie  Senate 
at  the  time  of  the  great  Miller  and  Morton 
contest.  Sickness  in  his  family  then  impera- 
tively demanded  his  presence  at  home,  and  it 
was  only  through  the  influence  of  J.  Stoat 
Fassett  that  he  was  ahle  to  procure  leave  of 
absence,  every  vote  being  wanted.  Mr.  Kel- 
logg was  Supervisor  of  I'^li/.abethtown  five 
years,  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  four  years; 
and  while  in  the  legislature  he  served  on  vari- 
ous committees.  He  was  known  in  the  Sen- 
ate as  one  of  the  most  upright  and  painstaking 
men  in  the  House,  both  Democratic  and  Re- 
publican papers  uniting  in  his  [iraise;  and  his 
conduct  while  in  the  army  is  exemplified  by  a 
quotation  from  the  Esse.\  County  History 
(1885):  "The  coolness  and  daring  of  Major 
Kellogg  saved  the  battle  of  .Swift   Creek." 

Mr.  Rowland  C.  Kellogg  and  Mary  Living- 
ston, daughter  of  Robert  W.  Livingston,  were 
married  on  October  18,  1S70.  Mrs.  Kellogg 
died  in  1887,  leaving  one  son,  James  Case, 
who  has  been  attending  Glens  Falls  Academy, 
and  is  about  to  enter  the  Helmont  School,  near 
Boston,  Mass. 

Mr.  Kellogg  lias  been  a  Mason  since  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  is  a  ch;irter  mem- 
ber of  Adirondack  Lodge,  No.  602,  of  ICliza- 
bethtown,  in  which  he  has  been  Master  for 
eight  years.  He  belongs  to  Cedar  Point 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  No.  269,  of 
Port  Henry;  De  Soto  Commandery,  No.  49, 
Knights  Templars,  of  Plattsburg;  S.  C.  Dwyer 
Post,  No.  537,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of 
Wadhams  Mills;  and  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the 
United  States,  which  only  officers    in   the   late 


Civil  War  are  permitted  to  join.  He  has  been 
President  of  the  Board  of  ICducation  of  ICliza- 
bethtown  many  years,  has  been  on  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  State  Normal  School  of 
Plattsburg  since  its  organization,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  putting  the  Normal  School  iiill 
through  the  .Senate;  and  he  is  President  f>f  the 
IClizabethtown  Circulating  Library.  In  relig- 
ious belief  he  is  a  Congregational ist. 


'^Y'-^'IN  Ll'CAS,  an  enterprising  merchant 
and  farmer  residing  in  the  village  of 
Perry's  Mills,  was  born  in  Laccdle, 
Canada,  on  March  26,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Nancy  (Johnson)  Lucas. 

John  Lucas,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  were  nati\'es 
of  Irelanil,  where  they  were  marrie(L  They 
set  out  for  America  in  1819;  and,  directly 
after  landing  at  Quebec,  they  came  to  Cham- 
plain,  Clinton  County,  and  settled  on  a  farm 
at  Perry's  Mills,  in  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  town,  but  few  settlers  being  here  at  that 
time.  He  became  well  known  througliout  the 
northern  part  of  the  county,  and  continued  to 
live  on  this  farm  until  his  death. 

Their  only  ciiild,  John  Lucas,  Jr.,  spent 
his  younger  days  in  gaining  an  education. 
He  continued  to  live  at  home  and  assist  his 
father  in  the  farm  duties  until  1877.  'J'hen  he 
purchased  a  farm  near  i'erry's  Mills,  of  which 
he  is  still  tlie  owner.  He  is  als<i  the  proprietor 
of  a  general  store  in  tlie  village.  This  he  has 
conducted  for  the  past  twenty  years,  carrying 
a  good  line  of   merchandise   of   various   kinds. 

He  has  a   good  country  trade,  anil   is  doing  a 
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thriving  business.  On  October  10,  1877,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  O'Connell,  a 
native  of  Canada,  wliere  her  i)arcnts  resided 
for  a  numlier  of  years.  Their  last  years  were 
spent  in  Champlain,  where  her  father  con- 
tinued to  engage  in  his  vocation  of  a  farmer 
until  his  death.  The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lucas  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  a 
son  and  daughter  —  Annie  and  Charles,  both 
of  whom  are  living  with  their  parents. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Lucas  has 
ever  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  During  the  past  four  years  he  has  filled 
the  office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  very  ac- 
ceptably. By  his  faithful  attention  to  busi- 
ness and  courteous  manner  Mr.  Lucas  has 
gained  the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  gen- 
eral public;  and  he  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  the  town,  with 
whose  business  interests  he  has  been  so 
closely  identified  during  a  score  of  years.    . 


B 


ANIEL  H.  BRALEY,  a  prosperous 
general  farmer  of  the  town  of  New- 
comb,  in  the  western  part  of  Essex 
County,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was 
born  in  Chestertown,  Warren  County,  N.Y., 
November  3,  1839,  son  of  Daniel  15.  and 
Abigail  (Bissell)  Braley. 

Roger  Braley,  Daniel  B.'s  father,  was  a 
citizen  of  Chestertown,  Warren  County,  N.Y., 
and  reared  a  family  of  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  whose  names  were:  Russell, 
Stephen,  John,  Joseph,  Israel,  Nancy,  Viola, 
and  Ruth. 


Mr.  Braley's  father,  Daniel  B.,  was  born  in 
1 8 10,  in  Chestertown,  and  there  resided  for 
many  years,  owning  and  cultivating  a  good 
farm.  He  was  accidentally  killed  in  July, 
1 84 1,  leaving  a  widow  and  four  children. 
Daniel  B.  was  a  hard-working  man  and  an  up- 
right, worthy  citizen.  His  wife,  Abigail  Bis- 
sell, whom  he  married  in  1834,  was  a  native 
of  Shoreham,  Vt.,  and  their  children  were  as 
follows:  Phebe  Ann,,  wife  of  Matthew  Tanna- 
hill,  of  Newcomb;  James  O.,  who  resides  at 
Long  Lake;  Lucina,  who  married  Daniel 
Banford,  and  resides  at  Nebraska;  and  Daniel 
H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs.  Abigail 
B.  Braley  died  in  Newcomb,  December  12, 
1874,  aged  sixty-six  years. 

Daniel  H.  Braley  was  brought  face  to  face 
with  hard  work  at  a  very  early  age,  as  his 
father's  initimely  death  left  his  mother  in 
straitened  circumstances,  with  a  family  of 
small  children  to  be  cared  for.  He  received  a 
district-school  education,  and  resided  at  home, 
assisting  in  carrying  on  the  farm,  until  Au- 
gust, 1862,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth 
Regiment,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  for 
service  in  the  Civil  War.  While  upon  active 
duty  at  Drewry's  Bluff,  May  16,  1864,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  hi])  by  two  buckshot, 
which  disabled  him  for  a  time,  and  are  still 
embedded  there,  certainly  not  adding  to  his 
comfort  and  ease  of  motion.  He  receives  a 
pension  of  twelve  dollars  per  month.  Having 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  dis- 
charged as  a  Corporal;  ami,  immediately  after 
his  return  to  New  York  State  in  1865,  he  set- 
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tletl  upon  his  jiresent  farm  of  eighty-nine 
acres  in  Newcoml?,  where  he  has  since  resicieci. 
He  conducts  general  farming  in  a  practical 
and  progressive  manner,  keeping  his  jjroperty 
up  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation;  and  his  labor 
is  productive  of  satisfactory  results. 

Mr.  Braley  and  Miss  Harriet  Parker,  daugh- 
ter of  Zen.is  I'arker,  of  Newcomb,  were  united 
in  marriage  on  May  18,  1867.  Of  their  thir- 
teen children,  ten  are  living,  nanndy:  Arthur; 
I'llsic,  who  was  formerly  a  teacher,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Clark  Cox,  of  Newcomb;  Alberta: 
Clarence;  Florence;  lu-nest ;  Lillian;  Leslie; 
Juldie  Leon;  and  Iva. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hraley  supports  the  Repub- 
lican party  with  activity,  having  been  a  prom- 
inent figure  in  local  affairs  for  several  years; 
and  he  has  served  with  ability  as  Assessor  and 
Town  Clerk.  He  is  a  comrade  of  William 
Wood  Post,  No.  570,  Grantl  Arm\'  of  the  Re- 
])ublic. 

|iIARLl':.S  K.  TAYLOR,  hotel-keeper 
JT  at  Taylor's  on  Schroon,  N.Y.,  was 
born,  October  29,  1834,  in  the 
town  of  Schroon,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  Taylor, 
who  was  born  in  Holton,  Warren  County,  in 
1S04.  The  Taylor  family  originated  in  I'2ng- 
land.  Nathan  Taylor,  father  of  Jesse,  was 
l)orn  in  Rhode  Island;  whence  he  i-emoved 
to  Hfdton,  N.Y.,  coming  later  to  Schroon. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  miller,  was  married 
twice,  and  by  his  two  wives  had  nine  children 
who  grew  to  maturity.  Nathan  Taylor  and 
lilisha  and  John  Baker  were  among  the  origi- 
nal settlers  of  this  section  of   Esse.\  County, 


taking  up  land  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south 
of  the  village  of  .Schroon.  Jesse  T;iylor  mar- 
ried Ann  II.  Baker,  a  daughter  of  John  Baker, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  cliiklren, 
namely;  ICleanor  C,  widow  of  John  .S.  Rice, 
living  at  Granil  Rapids,  Mich.  ;  John  B.,  of 
Schroon;  Charles  I-'.,  of  Schroon;  and  An- 
drew J.,  of  Glens  P'alls,  N.Y. 

Charles  I".  Taylor  attentied  the  district 
school  until  eleven  years  old,  when  he  began 
peddling  small  wares,  carrying  his  stock, 
which  was  furnisheil  him  by  a  tra\'elling 
trader  named  Miles,  in  a  tin  tnmk.  P'ive 
years  later  he  enlarged  his  operations,  driving 
a  two-horse  wagon  filled  with  a  good  stock  of 
Yankee  notions.  He  afterward  established 
liimself  in  the  hardware  anil  thy-goods  busi- 
ness in  cf)mpany  with  J.  M.  Leland,  by  whom 
he  had  been  emiiloyed  as  a  clerk,  carrying  on  a 
prosperous  trade  from  1858  until  1865.  In 
this  year  Mr.  Taylor  erected  the  Taylor 
House,  now  known  as  the  Windsor,  in  Schroon 
village,  opening  it  as  a  summer  resort  onl\'  a 
year  or  two  ;ifter  Paul  Smith  o[)cned  his 
hostelry,  which  has  since  become  famous. 
Mr.  Taylor  conducted  the  Taylor  House  tlu' 
most  of  the  time  until  1876,  being  two  winters 
engaged  in  lumbering,  and  during  two  years 
carrying  on  a  good  business  in  a  general  sup- 
ply store.  In  1879  he  settled  on  his  present 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres,  whicli  was  then 
partly  under  cultivation,  and  the  dwelling 
being  a  modest  farm-house.  Some  seventy 
acres  lying  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  he  has 
beautified.  The  house  he  has  entirely  rc- 
moilelletl.      He  has  also  built  a    large  summer 
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hotel,  and  has  since  erected  fourteen  cottages 
for  the  use  of  the  guests  as  lodgings,  besides 
boat-houses  and  many  other  buildings,  among 
them  an  electric  plant,  the  only  one  in  this 
section  of  the  county,  it  being  utilized  for 
lighting  and  other  purposes,  including  the 
propelling  of  the  electric  launch,  which  is 
used  for  a  pleasure  boat. 

The  hotel,  with  the  adjacent  buildings, 
forms  a  village,  which  has  been  named  Tay- 
lor's on  Schroon,  in  honor  of  Mr.  Taylor  and 
his  son,  Charles  F.,  Jr.,  who  is  in  partnership 
with  him.  In  1891  Mr.  Taylor,  who  is  a 
shrewd  and  far-sighted  man  of  business,  organ- 
ized a  stock  company,  with  a  capital  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  boring  for 
oil;  and  since  then  the  company  have  leased 
about  twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  in  this 
vicinity,  and  have  drilled  to  the  depth  of  two 
thousand  feet,  striking  two  rich  veins  of  oil 
thus  far.  In  politics  Mr.  Taylor  is  an  active 
Democrat :  and,  socially,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  Septc,mber  10, 
1856,  to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Noble,  of  Thurman, 
Warren  County.  Mrs.  Taylor  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Charlotte  (McEwen)  Noble,  who 
reared  nine  children,  of  whom  one  son,  J.  T. 
Noble,  has  been  a  resident  of  Chicago  for  up- 
ward of  forty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
George  McClellan,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years  and  ten  months;  Charles  I'".,  Jr.; 
Charlotte  A.;  and  Harriet  L.,  the  latter  being 
the  Postmistress  at  Taylor's  on  Schroon,  which 
office    was   established    in    1883.      Charles   F. 


Taylor,  Jr.,  married  Miss  M.  A.  Bohrman,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Bohrman,  of  this  town;  and 
they  have  one  child,  Ethel  C,  now  ten  years 
old.  Charlotte  A.,  who  resides  on  the  home 
farm,  married  F.  C.  Bailey,  and  has  one  son, 
George  T.  Bailey,  thirteen  years  of  age. 


T^MARLES    VV.    SEYMOUR,   of   Platts- 
l  J|         burg,    N.Y.,  dealer  in  imported  fruit 

^*^ ^  and     cigars,     fine     confections     and 

fancy  groceries,  was  born  in  Bcllville,  Ohio, 
November  30,  i860.  He  is  a  son  of  George 
Seymour,  who  was  born  in  Pontiac,  Ohio, 
and  was  for  some  years  a  conductor  on  the 
P.,  Ft.  W.  &  C.  R.R.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  George  Seymour  was  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  lie 
died.  He  and  his  wife  reared  but  two  chil- 
dren,   Charles  W.   being  the  elder. 

Charles  W.  Seymour  was  reared  in  Bcll- 
ville, Ohio,  and  graduated  from  the  Bcllville 
High  School  in  1878.  That  same  year  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Union  News  Com- 
pany as  train  agent,  and  travelled  on  some  of 
the  principal  railroads  of  the  country,  includ- 
ing the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  C,  C,  C.  &  I., 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern,  and  New 
York  Central  &  Harlem  River.  He  was  on 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  at  the 
time  of  the  dreadful  Ashtabula  disaster,  hav- 
ing a  narrow  escape  from  death,  breaking  an 
arm  and  receiving  an  injury  that  has  left  a 
permanent  scar  on  his  face.  He  retained  his 
position  as  travelling  news  agent  nearly  thir- 
teen  years,  refusing  promotion,   though   given 
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the  opportunity,  as  he  could  do  better  finan- 
cially in  that  position.  In  wSgo  he  started 
in  the  fruit  business  in  I'lattsburg  in  a  small 
\va}-,  and  has  prospered  to  such  an  extent  that 
his  business  has  reached  mammoth  propor- 
tions. His  store,  to  which  he  has  made  ad- 
ditions at  different  times,  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  carries 
the  finest  quality  of  goods  in  the  market, 
keeping  a  large  assortment  of  Huyler"s  con- 
fectionery and  fruits,  which  he  receives  fresh 
daily;  and  he  is  tlie  only  manufacturer  of 
water  ices  aiid  fancy  creams  in  Plattsburg, 
making  a  specialty  of  ice  cream  soda,  drawn 
from  one  of  the  handsomest  and  largest  foun- 
tains in  Northern  New  York.  His  trade  now 
extends  as  far  north  as  Montreal  and  as  far 
West  as  Odgensburg,  and  four  clerks  and  a 
book-keeiier  are  kept  constantly  busy  in  his 
store. 

February  4,  1884,  Mr.  Seymour  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Richards,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  Richards,  of  Utica,  N.Y. 
Two  of  the  eight  chiklren  wiio  have  been 
born  to  them  are  now  living  —  Lillian  I.  and 
Mary  D. 

l?eyond  casting  his  vote  at  the  polls  Mr. 
Seytnour  takes  no  active  interest  in  political 
matters,  his  business  engrossing  his  time  and 
attention.  He  belongs  to  but  one  social  or- 
ganization, the  Lakeside  Social  Club.  Though 
comparatively  young  in  years  he  is  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  county;  and  his 
success  is  wholly  attributable  to  his  own 
energy,  good  judgment,  and  close  attention  to 
the  management  of  his  affairs. 


UGUSTUS  BOGLI',  who  keejis  boats 
for  hire  at  Schromi  Lake,  is  a  typical 
representative  of  the  self-made  men 
of  this  part  of  the  country,  having,  through  his 
own  industry,  economy,  and  good  management, 
made  an  excellent  living  for  himself  and  fam- 
ily, besides  [Hitting  aside  enough  to  support 
him  comfoi'tably  through  his  tieclining  years. 
He  is  a  native  of  X'ermont,  having  been  born 
December  4,  1S26,  in  the  town  of  Wardsboro, 
Windham  County,  in  that  State. 

His  father,  the  late  Jeremiah  Fuller  liogje, 
son  of  John  Bogle,  was  born  in  X'ermont  in 
1792,  and  was  one  of  a  fnmily  of  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  He  was  reared  as  a  tiller  of 
the  soil,  and  spent  many  years  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming,  living  in  the  State  of  his 
nativity  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
Windham  County  in  1880.  He  married  in 
1818  a  daughter  of  Moses  Johnson,  of  Dover, 
Vt. ,  a  farmer.  Ten  sons  and  two  daughters 
gathered  around  their  hearthstone,  and  of  these 
both  daughters  and  eight  of  the  sons  grew  to 
mature  life  and  were  married,  four  of  tliem 
being  yet  alive,  namel\' :  Thomas  !■".,  a  veteran 
agriculturist  in  Dover,  Vt.  ;  Augu.stus;  Rufus, 
a  farmer  in  Windham  County;  and  Fdward  W. , 
a  resident  of  l^rattleboro,  Vt.  The  mother 
passed  from  earth  to  the  life  immortal  many 
years  before  her  husband,  when  but  fifty-seven 
years  old. 

Augustus  l^jgle  attended  the  district  school 
until  fourteen  years  old,  walking  a  distance  of 
two  miles  each  morning  and  night,  being  one 
of  the  most  ])unctual  and  rcgul.ir  of  the  pupils. 
He  afterward   made   iiis  home  with   his   sister, 
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Mrs.    Thomas   luJwarils,    with   whom    he    lived 
niilil  reacliing  manhood,  going  to  school  in  the 
winter  season,  and  recei\'ing  cm  his  twenty-first 
birthday  one  hundred   dollars.      Mr.   I5ogle  was 
ne.xt  employed  in  a  leather  tannery,  his  wages 
being   one    hundred   and   fifty   dollars   per  year 
and  his  board  and   clothes.      In    1S54  he  came 
to    this    State,    settling    first    in   the    town    of 
Chester,  W'arren   County,    subsecjuently  remov- 
ing   to    Schroon    Lake,  ICssex    County,    only  a 
few  miles  distant.      For   four  years   he   carried 
on  a  successful   business    in   comjiany  with  Mr. 
Hracket,     the     firm      being     styled     l!ogle     & 
Bracket.      In  1874  Mr.  J5ogle  cstalilished  him- 
self   in    the    boat-letting    business,    buying  six 
row-boats    the    first    year    and    ten   the   seccuid 
year.       He   has   now    fifty-three   row-boats  and 
a   sailing-craft,    owned   jointly   by  himself  and 
his  son  Charles,  who  has  also  a  steam    launch. 
Mr.    Bogle   was   married    April    10,   1.S50,  to 
Catherine    M.,    daughter    of    Lewis    Bills,    of 
X'ermont.      Eight  children    have   been   born   of 
theii'  union,  two  of  whom   have   passed  onward, 
one  son  having  lived  on  earth  but  a  brief  time, 
and  a  (laughter  Almeda  having  died  at   the  age 
of  sixteen   years.      The   record   of  the  others  is 
as  follows;  Lewis,  an  engineer,     living  in  New 
\'oik  City,  has  a  wife  aiul  thi'ee  sons;   Charles, 
who,   besides    being    in    partnership    with    his 
father  as  above   mentioned,    runs   a   bakery    in 
New  York   City,  has  a  wife  and   two  children; 
I'Mmer  (i.,    a    salesman   for  John    II.    I'ilkin   & 
Brother   in   Corinth,    is   married,    and    has    one 
son;   Horace,  a  young  man,  is  at  home;   Clara, 
the    wife   of  John    II.    Bmwell,    has   two   chil- 
dren;   and    I'"lora,    who   married   John     H.    I'it- 


kins,  has  two  children.  Mrs.  Bogle  died 
in  July,  1 888,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
In  politics  Mr.  Bogle  fraternizes  with  the 
Re|)ublican    party. 


A  k  R  F.  N  R.  A  L  L  F  N,  who  has 
charge  of  Sunset  Lodge,  near  Taha- 
wus,  in  the  town  of  Newcomb  on  the  western 
border  of  ICssex  County,  is  one  of  six  brothers 
who  fought  for  the  Union  in  the  Civil  War  of 
1861-65,  '■''  which  he  rose  to  the  rank  of  Cap- 
tain. He  was  boi'u  in  Luzerne,  Warren 
County,  N.Y.,  June  4,  1828,  son  of  Abel  and 
Mary  (Cornell)  Allen. 

Mr.  Allen's  grandfather,  Jonathan  Allen, 
was  a  cousin  of  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  and  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  In  company  with  his 
six  brothers  he  came  to  New  York  State  and 
settled  in  Luzerne,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, an  occupation  which  he  follow-ed  for  the 
rest  of  his  life,  becoming  well-to-do  for  a 
jiioneer  in  those  early  days.  His  first  wife 
was  a  Miss  Billings,  of  .Saratoga  County,  who 
bore  three  children,  namely:  Lucy,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Randall  ;  Warren,  a  farmer  of  Lu- 
zerne, who  was  killed  at  the  age  of  thirty  by 
a  falling  tree;  and  Abel,  Mr.  Allen's  father. 
Grandfather  Allen's  first  wife  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  while  on  her  way  to  the  house  of  a 
neighbor.  He  married  again;  and  he  reared  a 
family  of  eighteen  children,  borne  to  him  by 
his  second  wife.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in 
his  religious  views. 

Abel    Allen    was   born    in    Massachusetts    in 
1793.       He    accompanied    his    father  to    New 
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York  State,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Lu- 
zerne, where  he  became  a  prosperous  and  use- 
ful citizen.  Mis  death  was  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  a  cannon  which  was  being  used  to 
celebrate  the  inauguration  of  General  Harrison 
in  i<S4i.  His  wife,  Mary  Cornell,  who  was  a 
native  of  Saratoga  Coimty,  became  the  mother 
of  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two  daughters 
—  Calvin,  Mary  A.,  Avery,  I'sther,  James, 
Warren,  Wesley,  and  William.  The  only 
ones  now  living  arc:  Esther,  who  became  Mrs. 
Jackson,  and  now  resides  in  Three  Rivers, 
Mich.;  and  Warren  R.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  .Stanch  patriots,  the  sons  all  served 
as  soldiers  in  the  great  American  conflict. 
Calvin  Allen  died  in  lulinburgh,  Saratoga 
County,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two;  Mary  Ann, 
who  became  Mrs.  Roberts,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three;  Avery  yMIen  died  in  Glens  I'^ills 
at  the  age  of  sixty;  James  Allen  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six;  Wesley  died  in  1.S65,  aged 
forty-one,  leaving  one  son;  and  William  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years.  Their  mother, 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Allen,  died  in  1862. 

Warren  R.  Allen  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
was  left  fatherless,  and  the  sujiport  of  his 
mother  and  the  three  younger  of  the  family 
shortly  devolved  ujion  him.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  he  became  a  driver  upon  the  Erie 
Canal,  where  he  continued  to  labor  for  some 
years,  later  securing  a  position  as  a  jioliceman 
in  Glens  Falls.  On  May  4,  1S54,  when  he 
had  nearly  reached  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he 
was  married  to  Phebc  Ann  l^aldwin,  of  Lu- 
zerne, daughter  of  Philo  I?aldwin.  Two 
children    were    born    of    this    union,     namely: 


William,  who  died  in  1S5S;  and  George,  who 
died  in  1861. 

On  November  5,  1861,  Mr.  Allen  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  ]■],  Twenty-second 
Regiment,  New  York  Infantry;  and  in  .seven- 
teen tiays  after  his  enlistment  he  was  made 
Coriioral.  He  rose  step  by  stej),  being  pro- 
moted for  bravery  and  meritorious  services, 
until  attaining  the  rank  of  CajUain;  and  for 
seven  months  he  commanded  his  comjiany  with 
ability  and  honor.  He  w^as  actively  engaged 
in  numerous  decisive  battles,  was  three  times 
wounded,  and  at  I'^redericksburg  received 
serious  injuries  to  his  spine  b)'  being  crushed 
beneath  a  i)ontoon  boat. 

Ca])tain  Allen  was  for  sixteen  years  Deputy 
•Sheriff,  or  Constable,  at  (ilens  Falls,  a  position 
in  which  he  served  with  marked  ability.  He 
is  now  occu])ying  a  resijonsihle  place  as  super- 
intendent of  .Sunset  Lodge,  a  popular  summer 
resort  in  Newcomb,  where  he  is  highly  es- 
teemed as  a  worthy  and  useful  citizen.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  a  comrade  of  Wing  Post,  No.  40, 
Cjrand  Army  of  the  Reiiublic,  of  Glens   I'alls. 


fff^tAMl'S  HARRISON  O'NITL,  M.D., 
was  liorn  in  Altoiia,  Clinton  County, 
N.Y.,  on  May  10,  i8(56,  and  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Margaret  (Thornton)  (VNeil.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  an  ancient  family  of  higii 
rank,  the  O'Neils  for  many  generations,  fr<  ni  an 
early  ]ieriod  down  to  the  seventeenth  century, 
having  made  a  distinguisiied  figine  in  Irish  his- 
tory as  iirinces  of  Tyrone  and  kings  of  Ulster. 
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John  O'Neil,  the  Doctor's  grandfather,  a 
tailor  by  trade,  was  born  in  Ireland,  where  he 
carried  on  business  with  variable  success  for 
some  years,  at  one  time  being  considered 
wealthy.  Meeting  with  reverses,  he  came  to 
America  while  comparatively  a  young  man, 
to  endeavor  to  repair  his  fortunes.  He  settled 
in  Ik-ekniantown,  N.Y.,  not  far  from  Altona, 
remaining  there  until  his  death  in  1875,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five.  His  wife,  Margaret  Burns, 
was  also  a  native  of  Ireland.  They  had  si.x 
children  —  Patrick,  Owen,  John,  Henry, 
James,  and  Ann. 

James  O'Neil,  the  fifth  son  as  named 
above,  was  bcn-n  in  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to 
this  country  with  his  father  in  early  child- 
hood. In  the  course  of  time  he  became  a 
farmer,  being  thus  engaged  until  his  enlist- 
ment in  Company  II,  First  New  York  Light 
Artillery,  on  August  21,  1S64.  In  April, 
i8(')5,  when  the  regiment  disbanded,  he  re- 
turned home  and  bought  a  farm  in  Altona, 
which  he  continued  to  work  until  1889/  He 
then  bought  his  present  residence  in  West 
Chazy.  He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of 
James  Thornton,  of  Heekmantown.  They  had 
nine  children — John;  Mary;  James;  Annie; 
Owen,  who  is  now  attending  the  Baltimore 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons;  Maggie; 
Dora;  and  William — all  of  whom  are  living, 
and  I'"mma,  who  died. 

James  H.  O'Neil,  after  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  in  Altona,  went  to  West  Chazy 
with  Dr.  llousinger,  going  to  winter  schools 
from  18S2  until  1S85,  working  on  the  home 
farm    during    the    summer    months.      In     1885 


he  entered  the  Malone  High  School,  taking 
a  classical  course.  He  taught  during  the 
winter  of  1887-88,  and  then  entered  Burling- 
ton Medical  College  for  a  course  of  lectures, 
after  which,  in  the  following  winter,  he  was 
a  student  at  the  New  York  University,  Co- 
lumbia College.  In  1890  he  was  graduated 
from  Burlington  an  M.D.,  and,  while  looking 
for  a  permanent  location,  settled  temporarily 
in  Altona.  During  that  year  he  was  employed 
by  the  Chateaugay  Ore  and  Iron  Company  of 
Plattsburg  as  Medical  Director,  continuing 
with  them  until  the  summer  of  1S93.  There 
he  had  excellent  ojiportunities  for  study,  his 
practice  assuming  all  the  varied  forms  of 
medical  diagnosis  and  surgery.  During  the 
panic  of  1893  the  comjiany  closed  their 
works,  removing  to  Mooers  Forks.  Being  a 
strictly  temperate  man,  the  Doctor  was  active 
in  organizing  a  Good  Templars'  Lodge  at  Lyon 
Mountain,  which  caused  him  to  be  widely  and 
favorably  known,  and  has  resulted  in  the  foun- 
dation of  quite  an  extensive  practice  in  the 
vicinity  of  Covey  Hill,  a  place  situated  some 
ten  miles  across  the  Canadian  boundary, 
which  is  noted  for  its  wealth  and  fine  resi 
deuces. 

Dr.  O'Neil  is  a  regular  contributor  to  the 
Cincinnati  Medicol  Journal ;  and  he  has  re- 
cently attracted  the  attention  of  the  medical 
world  by  two  striking  articles,  "The  Intuba- 
tion of  the  yFsophagus  for  Stricture"  and 
"The  Transfusion  of  Chemical  Blood  into 
the  Arteries.  "  So  far  as  known  there  is  no 
record  of  either  of  these  ojierations  having 
been      performed      until      successfully    accom- 
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plished  by  Dr.  O'Ncil.  lie  lias  buen  ap- 
pointed Medical  ]{\aniiiier  for  the  Iu|iiitable 
New  York,  Washington  Life,  Nevada 
Mutual,  and  several  other  insurance  com- 
panies, lie  has  also  servetl  the  15oard  of 
Health  in  this  town. 

Dr.  O'Neil  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  County 
Committee.  He  is  a  warm-heartetl,  benevolent 
man,  whose  acts  of  charity  are  too  well  known 
to  necessitate  further  mention,  if  it  were 
possible  to  enumerate  them. 

His  rapidly  increasing  practice  leaves  him 
but  little  time  for  outside  matters.  Though 
but  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  the  Doctor  has 
made  rapid  strides  in  the  cultivation  of  his 
chosen  science;  and  he  has  already  gained  the 
confidence  and  esteem  even  of  the  more  con- 
servative patrons. 


(sfTOSEPH  V.  NASH,  w^ha.se  portrait  is 
herewith  presented,  was  the  pioneer 
innkeeper  at  Lake  Placid,  in  the  town 
of  North  Llba,  I'lsse.x  County,  N.  Y.,  now 
a  popular  summer  resort.  He  and  his  wife, 
Harriet  C.  Nash,  settled  here  in  the  forest 
in  March,  1852,  their  home  being  a  humble 
cabin  which  stood  on  the  site  of  the  pretty 
dwelling  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Nash,  who  has 
been  a  widow  nearly  eleven  years. 

Joseph  V.  Nash  was  born  in  Du.xbury,  \'t., 
in  1825,  son  of  Remembrance  and  Nancy 
Nash.  Remembrance  Nash,  who  was  a  farmer 
and  shoemaker,  removed  to  Lake  Placid  in 
1847    or     1848,   when    the   iiopulation    of    the 


to\fn  consisted  of  the  families  of  Iddo  Osgood, 
Russell  Thompson,  .Simeon  Avery,  Robert 
.Scott,  Thomas  Prewster  (the  father  of  Mrs. 
Nash),  Ale.xis  'Pender,  and  perhaps  a  few 
others.  He  sjjcnt  the  rest  of  his  life  at  Lake 
Placitl,  living  with  his  son,  Joseph  V'.,  for 
several  years  before  his  death,  a  weak  and 
childisli  old  man.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
ninety,  having  reared  three  daughters  and  two 
sons. 

Mrs.  Harriet  C.  Nash  was  horn  in  Lower 
Jay,  antl  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Polly 
(Lewis)  ]5rewster,  the  former  a  native  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  the  latter  of  this  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewster  established  their  home 
at  l>ake  Placid,  when  the  beauty  of  the  Adi- 
rondack region  was  unscarred  by  the  disfigure- 
ments of  civilization,  and  the  hills  and  streams 
abounded  in  wild  deer  and  fish.  Mr.  Prewster 
died  at  Lake  Placid  in  1863,  in  his  ninety-first 
year,  his  wife  having  passed  away  seven  years 
before,  when  over  eighty  years  of  age,  both 
retaining  their  faculties  unimpaired  to  the 
last.  Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  si.x  daughters  and  four  sons 
attained  maturity.  Put  four  are  now  living, 
niimely:  Jackson,  a  farmer  of  Lake  Placid, 
over  seventy  years  of  age;  Philena,  widow  of 
Alexander  Chilton,  in  Hernion,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.  ;  Jane,  wido\\' of  Thomas  Kinney, 
in  the  same  place;  and  Harriet  C,  Mrs.  Nash. 

Harriet  C.  Prewster  was  reared  among  liic 
Adirondacks,  spending  nuich  lime  in  the  open 
air  and  developing  into  strong  and  supple 
w(jnianhooil.  She  killed  more  than  one  deer 
with  her  own    hands,  and   has  caught  many  a 
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mess  of  speckled  trout,  one  of  her  prizes 
weighing  thirteen  ])ouiuIs.  In  1851  she  hade 
farewell  to  the  freedom  of  girlhood,  and  took 
up  the  manifold  tluties  of  a  poor  man's  wife. 
Ml'.  Nash  made  a  clearing  and  huilt  a  small 
house,  and  Mrs.  Nash  gave  to  the  interior  a 
homelike  and  cosey  look  with  the  simple  ma- 
terials at  hand.  For  si.\  )-ears  their  only  mode 
of  conveyance  was  an  ox  team,  and  their 
greatest  diversion  a  ride  in  the  heavy  wagon 
to  Averyville  to  a  quilting.  Working  together 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nash  gradually  increased  their 
comforts;  and  four  years  after  moving  into 
their  house  Mr.  Nash  enlarged  it,  and  they 
made  provision  for  guests,  affording  food  and 
lodging  to  artists,  hiuiters,  and  tourists. 
Later  he  built  the  Stevens  House,  the  first 
hotel  at  Lake  Placid,  which  had  upward  of 
fift}'  rooms. 

Mr.  Nash  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
lumbering,  and  was  the  owner  of  considerable 
limber  land.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  occu- 
|)ied  a  prominent  jiosition  in  the  town,  and 
served  for  several  terms  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways,  Justice  of  the  I'eace,  and  Super- 
visor, lie  was  a  Master  Mason.  Mr.  Nash 
died  in  May,  1885,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 
Si.\  children  completed  the  household  circle  — 
two  sons  and  four  daughters.  One  child  died 
in  infancy.  Willie,  a  bright  boy  of  four 
years,  died  of  diphtheria;  and  Nettie,  the  first- 
born, lived  but  nine  summers.  Carrie  is  the 
wife  of  V.  N.  Lamb,  of  Lake  Placid;  Hattie 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Green,  of  Lake  Placid, 
and  has  one  son;  and  I<"annie  C.  is  in  !)usiness 
as  a  milliner  at  Lake  Placid. 


Mrs.  Nash  has  sold  much  of  the  real  estate 
which  she  and  her  husband  accumulated  by 
hard  work.  She  built  her  present  residence 
in  1895,  moving  into  it  in  December  of  that 
year  from  the  old  red  house  which  was  her 
former  home.  Time  has  dealt  kindly  witli 
her;  and  her  hair  is  still  as  dark  and  glossy  as 
when,  in  her  younger  days,  she  thought  noth- 
inir  of  walkiu"-  two  miles  to  meeting  in  the 
school-house.  She  is  one  of  the  best-known 
and  most  highly  esteemed  residents  of  Lake 
Placid,  antl  is  yet  active  in  her  household 
affairs  and  in  business  matters. 


H  A  R  L  E  S  P  B  U  S  K  I  R  K,  jewel  ler 
and  dealer  in  silverware,  diamonds, 
watches,  and  clocks  in  Ticonderoga, 
Essex  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  October  20,  1866, 
in  the  town  of  I'lussell,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
where  his  father,  Charles  Buskirk,  now  lives. 

The  family  originated  in  Holland,  being 
there  known  as  Van  Buskirk,  and  was  first 
represented  in  this  country  by  Mr.  Buskirk's 
great-grandfather,  he  having  been  among  the 
Hollanders  who  early  settled  on  the  Mohawk 
I'lats,  where  he  reared  his  family.  His  son 
Martin  was  born  in  1795,  on  the  L'lats,  where 
he  lived  until  1840,  when  he  moved  to  Rus- 
sell, N.Y.,  taking  up  a  strip  of  timbered  land, 
from  which  he  cleared  a  good  farm,  living 
there  until  his  demise  in  1882. 

Charles,  son  of  Martin,  was  the  first  to  drop 
the  "Van"  from  the  family  patronymic.  He 
was  a  native  of  Herkimer  County,  his  birth 
occurring   in    1S32.      He  chose  farming  as  his 
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life  occiipatidii,  laborini,^  with  a  will  and 
energy  that  won  him  success  in  his  elfurts,  his 
farm  property  in  Russell  being  under  excellent 
cultivatiiin,  the  soil  yielding  abundantly  of 
the  cro]«  common  to  this  section  of  the  State. 
He  married  in  1857  Miss  Rachel  Allen,  the 
daughter  of  Warren  Allen,  who  is  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  the  famous  Colonel  ICthan  .Allen, 
of  Rev(jlutionary  fame.  Of  the  four  chiUlien 
born  to  them,  one  son,  named  John,  died  in 
18.S1,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  years;  a 
daughter,  Annette,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew 
Mcintosh,  who  lives  on  the  ohl  homestead; 
anil  W.  M.,  a  prosiierous  farmer,  lives  near 
the  home  farm. 

Charles  P.  Buskirk,  the  third  son,  remained 
w^ith  his  parents  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
acquiring  a  jiractical  education  in  the  village 
school  and  assisting  in  the  manual  labors  of 
the  farm.  Desirous  of  perfecting  himself  in 
some  trade,  lie  then  went  to  Hermon,  where  he 
worked  with  a  jeweller  until  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  details  of  the  business, 
when,  in  1S91,  he  came  to  Ticonderoga.  llere 
Mr.  Huskirk  established  himself  as  a  dealer  in 
jewelry  and  other  wares,  succeeding  so  well 
that  the  following  year  he  was  encouraged  to 
build  his  present  store,  which  he  has  stocked 
with  a  complete  assortment  of  the  most  desira- 
ble goods  in  his  line  of  trade.  The  building 
is  large  and  conveniently  arranged,  with  pleas- 
ant living-r(Joms,  which  lie  and  his  family 
occupy,  on  the  second  floor.  About  a  year 
ago,  in  May,  1895,  he  organized  a  stock  com- 
pany, which  was  incorjiorated  as  the  lUiskirk 
Jewelry  Company,  of  which  he  is  sole  manager. 


employing  two  clerks,  one  of  them  being  a 
young  woman  —  safe  to  say,  well  adajited  for 
the  position. 

On  I\Iarch  25,  i  S90,  Mr.  liuskirk  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  M.  Cl\tles- 
dale,  who  is  one  ol  a  tamil)-of  live  daughters 
anti  a  son  of  the  late  Robert  Clydesdale.  One 
of  the  two  childien  born  to  Mr.  aiul  Mrs.  lUis- 
kirk  had  but  a  ver\'  brief  eartlil}-  life;  the 
other,  Raymond,  is  now  a  bright  and  acti\'e 
little  lad  of  two  years.  -Socially,  Mr.  liuskirk 
is  prominent  in  several  organizations,  being 
a  charter  member  and  the  first  Past  Grand  of 
Mthaii  Allen  Lodge,  No.  630,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  P'ellows,  a  Chapter  Mason,  a 
Knight  of  Pythias,  and  a  Maccabce.  He  is 
not  especially  active  in  political  circles,  hut 
uniformlv  casts  his  vote  for  the  Republican 
candidates.  He  and  his  wife  are  regular  at- 
tendants of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
liberal  contributors  toward  its  support. 


.>-)|"()RATIO  I-".  KXAI'l',  a  prominent 
merchant  and  manufacturer  ol  Mooers, 
Clinton  County,  N.\'.,  was  born  in 
Mooers,  January  17,  1836,  son  of  y\bel  and 
Maria  (Southwick)  Knapp. 

The  Knapp  family  were  originally  from  the 
German  pr()\'ince  of  Sa.xoii)-.  in  the  fifteenth 
century  they  were  jieople  of  wealth  and  posi- 
tion in  Sussex  Count)-,  I'.ngland.  The  name 
"  Kna]ip"  is  derived  from  a  Saxon  word,  the 
root  of  which  is  spelled  tiit>t/>,  signifying  a 
summit  or  hilltop.  A  man  named  John  living 
on  a  hill  was  called  "John  of  the   Hill";  and 
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if  he  lived  on  the  suniniit  of  the  hill  ho  was 
called  "John  of  the  CiiOip"  or  Knob.  This 
name  was  finally  contracted  into  John  Knob, 
from  which  was  evolved  John  Knapp.  The' 
family  arms,  together  with  a  description  of  the 
origin  of  the  name,  may  be  fonnd  in  the 
Heralds'  College,  London.  The  arms  were 
granted  to  Roger  Knapp  by  Henry  VHL  to 
commemorate  his  success  at  a  tournament  held 
in  Norfolk  in  1540,  at  which  he  is  said  to 
have  unseated  three  knights  of  great  skill  and 
bravery.  The  family  motto,  which  accom- 
panies the  arms,  is  "In  God  we  trust." 

Nicholas,  William,  and  Roger  Knapp  were 
early  emigrants  to  this  country,  some  if  not 
all  of  them  having  come,  it  is  thought,  in  the 
fleet  with  Winthrop  and  Saltonstall  in  1630. 
William,  from  whom  Mr.  Knapp  of  Mooers 
is  descended,  was  born  in  England,  and  died 
at  Watertown,  Mass.,  in  165S.  His  children 
—  W'illiam,  Mary,  Elizabctli,  Ann,  Judith, 
John,  and  James  —  settled  in  Taunton,  Ro.\- 
bury,  Newton,  Boston,  and  Spencer,  Mass. 

y\bel  Knapp,  the  grandfather  of  Horatio  F., 
was  born  in  Wilmington,  Conn.,  July  15, 
1769.  With  his  father,  Peter  Knapp,  he 
lived  for  some  time  in  Hanover,  N.H., 
whence  he  moved  to  Berlin,  Vt.  A  farmer 
and  surveyor  by  occupation,  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  Berlin,  ami  in  political 
matters  especially  took  a  prominent  part. 
He  was  elected  by  the  Whigs  to  a  seat  in 
the  legislature,  and  re-elected  several  times, 
was  Town  Clerk  of  Berlin  fifty  consecutive 
years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  many  years,  and 
presided  as  Judge  of  Probate  for  a   long  time. 


He  died  in  RLireli,  1845.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Miriam  Hawks,  resided  for 
twenty  years  after  with  her  children  at 
Mooers.     She  died   in  June,    1865. 

Abel  Knapp,  second,  son  of  Abel,  first,  an<l 
Miriam  Knajip,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Washing- 
ton County,  Vt.,  August  28,  1803.  Reared 
on  a  farm,  he  worked  during  the  growing  sea- 
son and  attended  school  in  the  winter,  re- 
maining at  home  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age.  In  the  spring  of  1823  he  entered  the 
general  store  of  J.  T.  Andrews  at  Mooers, 
and,  after  working  for  Mr.  Andrews  two  years, 
started  in  business  for  himself.  He  was  very 
successful  as  a  merchant,  and  continued  in 
trade  more  than  fifty  years.  He  was  also  en- 
gaged for  a  number  of  years  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  lumber  and  shingles,  potash  and  pearl- 
ashes,  obtaining  much  of  his  raw  material 
from  a  large  tract  of  timber  land  which  he 
owned,  and  which  is  still  in  the  family;  and 
in  agriculture  likewise  he  was  interested, 
owning  an  extensive  farm,  on  which  he  raised 
a  number  of  valuable  horses. 

In  politics  a  stanch  Whig  antl  Republican, 
Mr.  Abel  Knapp  never  aspired  to  political 
office,  but  gave  his  entire  attention  to  his 
business  interests.  Beginning  life  as  a  poor 
boy,  by  his  industry  and  frugality  he  worked 
his  way  up  until  he  was  financially  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  Mooers.  The  commodious 
brick  buikling  now  occupied  by  his  son's  re- 
tail business,  a  three-story  structure  si.xty  feet 
in  depth,  with  a  frontage  of  fifty  feet,  was 
built  by  him  in  1S74.  Mr.  Knapp  died  July 
7,    1892,    retaining   his   faculties   to    the    last. 
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August  15,  iSj6,  lie  was  married  to  Maria, 
daughter  of  Deacon  Daniel  Soutluvick,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Mooers  anil  for  many 
years  a  respected  and  influential  citizen.  Mr. 
and  Mrs,  Kiuqip  joined  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  1831.  Mrs.  Knapp  was  a  devoted 
Christian,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  church.  She  died  August  25, 
1874.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine  chihlren, 
namely:  Alnietla_  J.,  Mrs.  Messinger;  Delia 
C,  who  marred  P.  P.  Douglass,  a  merchant  of 
Mooers  Forks  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  who 
afterward  removed  to  Mattoon,  111.,  where 
Mrs.  Douglass  died  December  23,  1863;  Par- 
sons A.,  who  married  Juliaette  Shedden  (now 
deceased),  daughter  of 3.  S.  Shedden,  and  died 
in  August,  1877,  in  his  forty-si.xth  year,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Willard  P.  Knapp,  who  lives  in 
Colorado;  Chauncy  F.,  a  merchant  of  West- 
field,  111.,  who  died,  December  14,  1892,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-nine;  Horatio  I'.,  whose  name 
heads  this  article;  Emma  M.,  whose  first  hus- 
band, Dr.  Chi  Ids,  died  at  Mooers,  and  who 
married,  second,  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Flint,  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Harvey,  111.; 
Charles  L.,  a  resident  of  Mooers;  Amelia  M., 
willow  of  Dr.  Charles  Bidwell,  formerly  of 
Mooers;  and  Orville,  who  died  in  1870,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three.  Abel  Knapp  married  for 
his  second,  wife,  October  24,  1S75,  Hannah 
Warren,  of  Berlin,  Vt.  She,  too,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church.  She  died 
March  29,   1891. 

Horatio  F.  Knapp  was  successively  a  stu- 
dent in  the  academy  of  Champlain,  the  Malone 
High   School,    Poultney   Academy,   and    East- 


man's Business  College  at  Oswego.  He  com- 
menced his  commercial  career  as  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  A.  Knai)p  &  Sons,  and  subsequentl}' 
was  in  company  with  his  brother,  Parsons  A. 
Knapp.  After  his  brother's  death  Mr.  Knai)p 
took  full  charge  of  the  business,  which  still 
continues  to  thrive  under  his  careful  manage- 
ment. He  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  starch  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Charles  L.  Knapp,  under  the  style  of 
C.  L.  Kna]ip  &  Co.,  and  with  other  prominent 
business  men  of  Mooers  took  an  active  part  in 
the  establishment  of  a  shirt  and  overall  fac- 
tory, which  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
he  being  one  of  the  Directors  of  this  enter- 
prise. For  some  time  Mr.  Knapp  was  promi- 
nent in  the  lumber  industry,  but  that  branch 
of  his  business  ho  disposed  of  some  time 
since.  He  is  interested  in  the  tlifferent  banks 
of  Plattsburg,  and  has  been  Director  of  the 
Champlain  National  Bank,  of  Champlain, 
N.Y.,  for  eighteen  years.  Conservative  by 
nature,  he  avoids  the  pitfalls  of  speculation: 
and  his  integrity  and  moral  worth  have  won 
for  him  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
mercial world. 

Mr.  Knapp  married  Kate  A.  Fitch,  who  is 
a  graduate  of  P'ort  Edward  Institute.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  James  Fitch,  of  Mooers.  One 
son  has  blessed  their  union,  H.  Wallace,  who 
finished  his  education  at  Cazenovia  Institute, 
and  in  1893  was  admitted  to  partnership  in 
his  father's  retail  business,  the  name  of  the 
firm  becoming  H.  I'".  Kna[)p  &  Son. 

I'olitically  a  Republican,  Horatio  I''.  Knapp 
has  held  several   public  ofTiccs  of   trust,      lb 
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was  Town  Clerk  six  years,  Supervisor  of 
Mooers  two  terms,  and  Postmaster  of  Mooers 
four  years.  In  relis^ious  belief,  like  liis  [lar- 
ents  he  is  a  Presbyterian,  contributing  gener- 
ously to  the  church  fund,  and  always  ready  to 
answer  the  appeals  of  the  poor. 


sif^RS.  ALMEDA  J.  KNAPP  MES- 
SINGER,  sister  of  Horatio  F. 
Knapp,  received  her  education  in 
Chaniplain,  N.Y.,  and  Montpelier,  Vt.,  during 
her  school  days  making  many  valuable  friend- 
shijis,  which  have  lasted  through  the  subsequent 
changes  of  life.  In  1846  she  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Myron  \V.  Messinger,  who  was 
born,  bred,  and  educated  in  Burlington,  Vt. 
He  settled  in  Mooers  when  quite  a  young 
man,  and  for  many  years  was  prosperously  en- 
gaged as  a  millwright  in  this  town,  by  his 
sterling  ti'aits  of  character  winning  the  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact. 
He  died  in  Vandalia,  111.,  in  1880.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Messinger  had  but  one  child,  a  daughter, 
who  is  now  married  to  P.  I..  Malum,  a  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  Mt)oers.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  to  which  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Messinger,  has  belonged  for  many  years. 


iRS.  AMELIA  M.  KNAPP  lUD- 
WELL,  sister  of  Mr.  Knapp  and 
Mrs.  Messinger,  of  the  two  preced- 
ing sketches,  acquired  a  liberal  education, 
studying  at  Castleton  Seminary,  Vermont,  and 
Tracy  Institute  at    Rochester,  N.Y.      In    1871 


she  was  united  in  marriage  with  Dr.  Charles 
II.  15idwell,  a  native  of  West  Plattsburg, 
N.Y.,  born  August  11,  1841.  He  was  the 
son  of  Dr.  L.  F.  Bid  well,  a  physician  of  good 
repute,  who  was  in  practice  in  West  Platts- 
burg for  many  years.  Dr.  Charles  H.  Bidwell 
was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Vermont 
and  of  the  Albany  Medical  College.  He 
began  to  practise  as  a  physician  when  he -was 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  was  actively  en- 
gaged for  twenty  years  in  Mooers,  winning  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  a  large  number  of  the 
residents  of  the  town  and  vicinity  with  whom 
he  had  social  or  professional  relations.  He 
was  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  North- 
ern New  York  Medical  Association  and  of 
the  Clinton  County  Medical  Association  and 
also  for  some  time  of  the  Masonic  Order. 
Dr.  Bidwell  died  in  18S6,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
four.  He  had  but  one  child,  a  son,  who  was 
born  October  5,  1874,  and  died  October  4, 
1877.  Though  not  a  member,  Dr.  Bidwell 
attended  the  Presbyterian  church,  ami  contrib- 
uted liberally  towanl  its  support.  His 
widow  has  been  for  many  years  an  esteemetl 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Mooers. 


LEX  OSTIGUY,  a  wagon  manufacturer 
and  a  dealer  in  v^^agons  and  sleighs  at 
Ticonderoga,  is  a  man  of  push  and 
energy,  and  is  carrying  on  a  thriving  business. 
He  is  of  P'rench  extraction,  being  a  great- 
grandson  of  Joseph  Ostiguy,  Sr.,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  French  arm)',  coming  with  his 
comrades  to  Canada    during   the    French  and 
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Indian  War,  about  the  miilcUc  of  last  century. 
After  the  war,  in  i)reference  to  returning;  to  his 
native  land,  he  settled  in  Canada,  where  lie 
married,  and  reared  two  sons,  Joseph,  Sr., 
beiny  tlie  grandfather  of  Alex. 

Joseph  Ostiguy,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer,  and 
spent  his  life  in  Canada,  his  son  Joseph,  Jr., 
being  born  near  Montreal  in  i<So8.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  living 
there  for  many  years  after  his  marriage  with 
Mary  Demans.  In  1866  they  removed  to  Ver- 
mont, settling  at  Leicester  Junction,  where 
they  spent  their  declining  years,  he  dying  at 
an  advanced  age,  in  1893,  and  she  the  follow- 
ing year,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  Joseph, 
Jr.,  anil  Mary  D.  Ostiguy  were  the  parents  of 
si.\  boys  and  five  girls,  two  of  whom  died 
young,  the  others  being  residents  of  the 
United  States  —  Joseph,  Almira,  and  Anna 
living  in  North  Adams,  Mass. ;  Arthur  in 
I'awtucket,  R.I.;  Ale.x  in  Ticonderoga;  and 
the  remainder  at  Leicester  Junction. 

Alex  Ostiguy  has  been  used  to  work  from 
his  earliest  days.  He  was  born  October  8, 
1840,  near  Montreal,  Canada,  and  worked  on 
his  father's  farm  during  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  beginning  as  soon  as  physically  able  to 
make  himself  useful.  Having  an  aptitude  for 
mechanical  labor,  he  began  working  at  his  pres- 
ent trade  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
two  years  later  went  to  Rutland,  Vt.,  where  lie 
followed  carriage-making  for  seven  years.  He 
began  without  means,  or  even  worse  than  that, 
having  been  obliged  to  borrow  nine  dollars 
to  take  him  out  of  Canada,  reaching  Rutland 
with  but  fifty  cents  in  his   pocket,  and    unable 


to  speak  a  word  of  linglish.  During  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Ostiguy  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  Twelfth  Vermont  Volunteer 
Infantry,  for  a  period  of  nine  months,  being 
discharged  at  the  expiration  of  his  term.  Re- 
turning to  Rutland,  he  re-enlisted  for  a  year, 
or  until  the  close  of  the  war,  in  the  Ninth 
Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry,  Company  K, 
serving  gallantly  until  the  cessation  of  hostil- 
ities. 

Having  saved  two  thousand  dollars,  Mr. 
Ostiguy  established  himself  in  business  in 
Vergennes,  Vt.,  remaining  there  eleven  years, 
meeting  with  such  prosperity  that  he  had  ac- 
quired a  property  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
every  i)enny  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  his 
home,  was  swept  away  in  the  great  fire  that 
devastated  that  city.  Somewhat  discouraged, 
Mr.  Ostiguy  went  to  Dakota,  where  for  nine 
months  he  worked  on  the  Northern  I'acific 
Railway.  He  spent  the  succeeding  year  at 
Vergennes,  whence  he  removeil  to  Port  Henry, 
in  this  county,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
until  1884.  Coming  then  to  Ticonderoga, 
Mr.  Ostiguy  has  built  up  a  nourishing  busi- 
ness. He  bought  the  old  shoi)  which  Mr. 
Ramsay  built  fifty-two  years  ago,  giving  for  it 
two  thousand  dollars.  This  he  removeti,  to 
make  room  for  his  tine  three-story  factory, 
eighty  feet  by  thirty-six  feet,  in  which  he  i)ut 
a  new  twenty-live  horse  power  turbine  wheel, 
and  gives  employment  to  three  (jr  four  men. 

In  1867  Mr.  Ostiguy  married  Ada  Bardy, 
who  bore  him  six  children,  of  whom  two  are 
living  —  Rose;  and  Jeanie,  wife  of  David 
Chaplin.      The  mother  of   these   girls  dietl    in 
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January,  1880,  aged  forty  years.  In  October, 
1881,  Mr.  Ostiguy  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Jennie  Cudwortli,  wlio  was  horn  at  Port 
Henry  in  1848.  l'"our  children  are  the  fruit 
of  this  union,  as  follows:  Lillian,  born  in 
1882;  Sadie,  born  in  1884;  Allie,  an  active 
lad  of  nine  years;  and  Heulah,  a  bright  little 
girl  of  seven  years.  Mr.  Ostiguy  is  an  im- 
compromising  Republican,  and  belongs  to  the 
Ticonderoga  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. 

^-^  ♦  »» 

LHERT  K.  BEARD.SLEY,  a  progres- 
sive farmer  of  Cascadeville  in  the 
town  of  North  Elba,  Essex  County, 
and  a  pensioned  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  was 
born  in  Clymer,  Chautauqua  County,  N.Y., 
December  17,  1839.  I^^is  father,  Alvah 
Beardsley,  was  a  son  of  Jehial  Beardsley,  who 
was  an  early  pioneer  in  Clinton  County,  where 
he  owned  and  conducted  a  large  farm.  He 
lived  to  reach  an  advanced  age,  and  reared  a 
family  of  ft)ur  sons  and  three  daughters. 

Alvah  Beardsley  was  born  in  Clintonville, 
Clinton  County,  May  29,  1808.  His  wife, 
Abigail  Fisher,  whom  he  married  in  1836,  was 
a  daughter  of  Abijah  Fisher,  of  Chazy,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  two  sons,  namely : 
Albert  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and 
George,  who  was  born  in  1842,  and  died  in 
St.  Eoui.s,  Mo.,  October  21,  1861,  while  serv- 
ing as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War.  Mr. 
Beardsley's  mother  died  in  Keene,  P'ebruary 
12,  1844,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years;  and 
his  father  went  West  and  settled  in  Michigan. 

Albert  E.  Beardsley  passed  his  boyhood  and 


youth  with  his  grandfather,  Abijah  Fisher, 
who  gave  him  the  advantages  of  good  school- 
ing. He  was  reared  to  farm  life;  and  in  1858 
he  went  to  Aurora,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farm  labor  by  the  month  until  reaching  the 
age  of  twenty-two,  when  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Company  H,  Thirteenth  Regiment, 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  service  in  the 
Civil  War.  He  received  serious  wountis  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  later  at  Ringgold, 
Ga.,  which  confined  him  to  the  hospital  for 
four  months;  and  he  was  discharged  June  18, 
1864.  Some  time  after  the  war  he  returned 
to  his  native  State,  and  in  1881  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres  in  Cas- 
cadeville, where  he  now  resides.  He  carries 
on  general  farming  with  good  results,  having 
made  some  notable  improvements  in  his  prop- 
erty; and  in  1888  he  erected  his  present  resi- 
dence. His  farm  is  desirably  located  and 
very  productive.  It  borders  upon  a  beautiful 
lake,  which  contains  an  abundance  of  speckled 
trout;  and  the  facilities  for  enjoying  good 
sport  in  that  direction  arc  unsurpassed. 

On  March  15,  1879,  M''-  Beardsley  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Florence  L.  Sheldon. 
She  was  born  in  Wilmington,  Essex  County, 
daughter  of  Willard  and  Martha  (Perry)  Shel- 
tlon,  the  former  of  whom  is  a  native  of 
Sheldon,  Vt.,  and  the  latter  of  Keene.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sheldon  are  prosperous  farming 
people  of  Wilmington.  They  have  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are 
no  longer  living.  Willard  Sheldon  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and 
iMghteenth    Regiment,    New   York    Volunteer 
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Infantry,  and  served  <?ne  year  in  the  Civil 
War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heardsley  have  an 
adojited  dauf^liter  named  Mary,  a  bright  and 
promising  girl  aged  ten  years. 

Mr.  Beardsley  is  well  and  favorably  known 
as  an  industrious  and  suceessful  farmer  and  a 
patriotic  and  worthy  citizen.  He  has  labored 
energetically  to  attain  the  prosperity  he  now 
enjoys,  but  his  efforts  arc  somewJiat  retarded 
by  physical  disability  caused  by  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  CiviJ  War;  and  he  receives  a 
pension  of  fourteen  dollars  per  month.  He 
is  Chaplain  of  R.  W.  Livingston  Post,  No. 
594,  Crrand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  Keene 
Valley:  and  both  he  ami  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  churcii. 


II. 1. 1AM  PITT  HVHIC,  a  well- 
known  business  man  of  Port  Henry, 
N.Y.,  was  liorn  November  24,  1S5.S,  at  Hyde- 
ville,  Vt.  He  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Pitt  Will- 
iam Hyde,  late  a  leading  citizen  of  the  (ireen 
Mountain  State,  a  native  of  Highgute. 

Pitt  W.  Hyde  was  educated  at  Castleton 
Academy,  at  Castleton,  Vt. ,  and  was  for  many 
years  associated  with  his  i)rother,  A.  W.  H)de, 
in  the  management  of  a  stage  line  running 
from  Montpclier  to  Albany,  in  which  they 
did  a  prosperous  business.  The  Hyde 
brothers  were  prominent  in  settling  different 
places  in  Vermont,  possessing  large  property 
and  considerable  business  interests  in  the  town 
of  .Sudbury,  and  being  the  original  founders  of 
the  village  of  HydevilJe,  which  was  named  in 
their   honor.      On    the    introdiution    of    steam 


as  a  locomotive  power  they  sold  out  their  stage 
line,  and  i)ecame  interested  in  the  Rutland  & 
Whitehall  Railway,  now  the  Rensselaer  & 
Saratoga  Division  of  the  M.  I).  &  H.  R.  R. 
The  Messrs.  Hyde  also  engaged  in  developing 
the  slate  mines  around  Hydeville,  carrying  on 
for  some  years  a  mariile  Inisiness  at  Rutland. 
This  they  eventually  sold  out,  tlevoting  tiieir 
operations  entirely  to  slate,  in  wliich  they 
dealt  extensively,  having  at  one  time  one  hun- 
dred teams  actively  at  work.  They  worked 
together  amicably  until  the  death  of  Mr. 
A.  W.  Hyde,  whC-n  Mr.  Pitt  W.  Hyde  contin- 
ued the  business  alone  until  within  three  years 
of  his  own  decease.  He  then  .sold  out  and  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  marble  firm  of  Sher- 
man &  Slason,  the  firm  becoming  Sherman, 
Hyde  &  Co.,  in  whicli  he  continued  until  his 
demise. 

In  ])olitics  P.  W.  Hyde  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, enjo\-ing  the  confidence  of  the  fore- 
most men  of  his  jiarty  and  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men, being  known  as  a  true  friend  to  the  labor- 
ing population.  He  was  loyal  and  patriotic, 
exerting  his  inllueiicc  during  tJic  Civil  War  in 
enlisting  men  in  the  cause  of  the  I'ninn.  lie 
long  served  as  Justice  of  llie  Peace  and  Select- 
man, represented  liis  party  in  the  Vermont 
State  legislature  for  many  years,  and  was 
Senator  for  the  Rutland  district  si.x  nr  eight 
terms.  In  Masonic  circles  he  was  well  ad- 
vanced, holding  the  highest  position  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  —  namely,  that  of 
Past  Grand  Master.  He  was  the  main  support 
and  one  of  the  cliief  organizers  of  the  St. 
lames     I^piscopal     Church     at     Hydeville,     in 
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which  he  was  Vestryman  and  Warden  for  many 
years. 

The  union  of  the  Hon.  P.  W.  Hyde  with 
Maria,  daughter  of  Hiram  Tihlcn,  of  Milton, 
Vt.,  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children; 
namely,  Sarah  M.,  Annie,  and  William  Pitt. 
Sarah  married  Mr.  O.  S.  Presbrey,  of  Port 
Henry,  who  was  President  of  the  New  York 
Mining  and  Developing  Company  for  many 
years.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  T.  S.  Sher- 
man, who  has  been  engaged  in  the  marble 
business  at  Castleton,  Vt.,  for  a  long  time. 

William  Pitt  Hyde,  the  youngest  member  of 
the  parental  household,  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  attending 
the  public  and  private  schools,  supplementing 
this  by  attendance  at  Castleton  Seminary, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen years.  For  two  years  he  was  at  the 
parochial  school  in  Poultney,  \'t.,  afterward 
entering  Williston  Seminary  at  Easthampton, 
Mass.,  with  the  intention  of  fitting  himself  for 
West  Point ;  but,  the  student  whose  place  he 
was  to  take  in  that  institution  being  dropped 
back  a  year,  Mr.  Hyde  relinquished  all 
thoughts  of  a  military  career,  and  took  an 
optional  course.  Returning  home  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  he  soon  after  visited  his  sis- 
ter at  Cheever.  While  he  was  there,  a  clerk 
in  the  store  of  the  Cheever  Ore  ]?ed  Company 
leaving  his  position  to  go  West,  Mr.  Hyde 
took  the  place  temporarily;  but,  liking  the 
work,  he  remained  in  that  capacity  for  two 
years,  when,  in  iSSo,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
post  of  shipping  clerk,  which  he  managed  in 
addition  to  the  store    business  for  another  two 


years.  About  this  time  he  became  assistant 
superintendent  of  the  mines,  and  in  that  posi- 
tion he  served  faithfully  the  next  three  years. 

In  1885  the  firm  ceased  operations,  and  Mr. 
Hyde  went  on  a  Western  trip  which  extended 
as  far  as  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  returned  from 
California  to  his  home  in  Hydeville,  but  soon 
after  accepted  the  agency  of  the  Home  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York.  Four 
years  later  he  resigned  to  become  associated 
with  his  brother-in-law,  O.  S.  Presbrey,  in 
forming  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  leasing 
the  Cheever  Ore  Bed  property  and  organizing 
the  New  York  Mining  and  Developing  Com- 
pany, of  which  Mr.  Presbrey  was  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Mr.  Hyde  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
The  company  carried  on  a  successful  business 
until  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  three  )'ears 
later.  Mr.  Hyde  then  accepted  the  position 
of  assistant  superintendent  of  Witherbee,  Sher- 
man &  Co. 's  mines  at  Mineville,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  business  panic  caused  the 
firm  to  suspend  work.  He  then  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Mr.  H  I.  Barrymore,  of  West- 
port,  under  the  firm  name  of  Barrymore  & 
Hyde,  for  the  purpose  of  buying,  pressing, 
and  ship[)ing  ha\'  and  straw.  In  1S94  the 
partnership  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Hyde  was 
appointed  manager  of  the  Port  Henry  branch 
of  the  Standard  Stock  Exchange  of  Buffalo. 
This  company  failing,  the  business  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Metropolitan  Stock  E.xchange, 
of  61  Kilby  Street,  Boston,  Mr.  Hyde  being 
retained  in  his  former  position,  which  he  still 
hold.s. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.   Hyde   is  a  strong    Re- 
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publican,  but  has  never  sought  nor  cared  fur 
political  olTicc,  his  time  being  entirel)'  de- 
voted to  his  business.  On  June  12,  iS.Sq,  Mr. 
Hyde  was  united  in  niarriai;e  witli  Miss  Daisy 
Whcelock,  daughter  of  John  and  Almira 
Wheelock,  of  this  ]dace.  The)-  have  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Pauline.  I^oth  Mr.  and 
Mis.  Hyde  are  communicants  of  Christ  I'^pis- 
copal  Church,  of  I'ort  Henry,  in  which  lie  holds 
the  office  of  Vestr\niau. 


ORMAN  I'EARL,  who  is  living  retired 
from  the  .active  [nirsuils  of  business 
in  I'lattsburg,  has  been  a  resident 
of  Clinton  County  for  more  than  a  tpiarter  oi 
a  century.  He  was  born  December  14,  1S34, 
at  Salem,  Washington  County,  N.\'.,  of  Con- 
necticut stock. 

His  father,  Elijah  C.  I'earl,  a  son  of  Timo- 
thy Pearl,  was  born  in  Tolhuul  County,  Con- 
necticut, but  came  to  this  State  when  a  young 
man  and  opened  a  store  of  general  merchan- 
dise at  Cambridge,  Washington  Count}',  carry- 
ing it  on  some  si.x  or  eight  years.  He  alter- 
ward  removed  to  another  part  of  the  town, 
where  he  managed  a  clothing  store,  a  saw-mill, 
and  a  grist-mill.  These  not  proving  remuner- 
ative, he  closed  up  his  different  industries  and 
removed  to  the  town  of  Salem,  where  for 
some  time  he  kept  a  hotel.  I^ventually,  be- 
coming di.ssatisficd  with  that  business,  he 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
near  by,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  ten  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
opened    a    large    hotel,     "The    Northern,"    at 


Tro)',  N.  Y.,  this  being  prior  to  the  time  of 
railways,  journe)s  being  made  by  stage  coach. 
Three  years  later  he  disjiosed  of  his  Troy  prop- 
erty and  invested  in  farming  land  at  Kingston, 
Ulster  County,  to  which  ])lace  he  removed. 
I'rom  a  small  timber  lot  which  he  owiu-d  in 
addition  to  the  farm,  he  cut  wood  for  tln' 
steamers,  carrying  on  cpiite  a  good  business 
for  two  years,  when  he  moved  to  Greenbush, 
Rensselaer  County,  going  thence  to  Troy  once 
more.  After  that  he  had  charge  of  Congress 
Hall,  which  he  conducted  successfully  for  ten 
years. 

In  comjiany  with  his  eldest  son,  Lucius 
Pearl,  he  then  hiied  the  Mount  Pleasant  Hotel 
at  .Sageville,  in  the  Adiroiulacks,  which  were 
just  then  coming  into  notice  as  a  summer 
resort  ;  and  five  )'ears  later  he  bought  a  hotel 
at  Amsterdam,  where  he  lived  si.x  )'ears.  In 
1856  he  rented  a  farm  at  Ceorgetown, 
W.  V'a,  and  there  spent  the  closing  years  of 
his  life,  dying  in  1863.  There  was  a  large 
spring  of  clear  water  on  his  farm;  and  during 
the  summer  of  1862  the  Union  soldiers  en- 
camped on  his  pro|)erty,  tram]ding  down  the 
corn  and  grain  and  generally  ruining  his  crops. 
He,  being  old  ruid  feeble  and  much  afllicted 
with  rheumatism,  was  unable  to  exert  himself 
as  he  might  otherwise  have  done,  and  so  never 
received  an)'  compensation  from  the  govern- 
mcnt  for  the  damage  done  to  his  propert)'. 
His  residence  being  the  only  house  in  the 
vicinity,  eight  or  ten  officers  of  the  army 
boarded  with  the  family.  I'rom  the  forts  near 
by  the  s<d(liers  used  to  engage  in  target  prac- 
tice; and  one  day  while  the  famil)'  were  seated 
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in  the  parlor  a  cannon-ball  struck  tlie  ln>iise, 
and,  passing  through,  just  grazed  the  leg  of 
Mr.  Pearl.  The  force  of  the  ball  was  spent, 
but  the  shock  given  to  his  nerves  by  this  inci- 
ilent  resulted  in  his  death  four  months  later. 

The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  Polly  Elldridge.  She  was  a  native 
of  Tolland  County,  Connecticut.  They  reared 
seven  children  —  Lucius,  Ann,  Elijah  C. ,  Ed- 
ward, Mary,  Norman,  and  Caroline.  Lucius, 
formerly  a  successful  merchant  in  New  York 
City,  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  Ann  mar- 
ried Chauncey  Dunton,  a  musician  of  ability, 
for  some  years  a  teacher  of  music  at  Troy, 
where  his  death  occurred.  Two  children  were 
born  to  them,  but  they  and  their  mother  are 
also  dead.  Elijah  C.  died  when  about  twenty 
years  old.  Edward,  who  was  employed  in  the 
milling  business  at  Troy,  died  in  young  man- 
hood.     Mary  and  Caroline  are  also  deceased. 

Norman  Pearl,  the  only  member  of  the  pa- 
rental household  now  living,  left  home  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  )-ears  to  learn  the  tanner's  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  1859,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Plattsburg.  He  soon 
afterward  acce|)ted  the  jiosition  of  keejjer  of 
the  Clinton  County  Prison  at  Dannemora, 
subsequently  returning  to  the  tannery,  where 
he  remained  fourteen  years.  Coming  again 
to  this  place  Mr.  Pear!  bought  a  home;  but, 
his  health  being  in  a  ])recarious  condition,  he 
acted  u]ion  the  advice  of  his  physician  and 
retired  to  the  countr)'.  Not  contented,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Pearl  in  I  ^94  once  more  returned 
to  Plattsburg  and  ]inrchased  the  house  which 
he  now  occupies.      He  is  at  present  in   delicate 


health,  owing  to  an  affection  of  the  heart,  and 
is  unable  to  attend  to  active  business.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Charlotte  W. 
York,  is  a  native  of  Maine.  They  have  a  very 
pleasant  and  attractive  home,  and  are  highly 
esteemed  throughout  the  communit)'. 


MITH  BEEDE,  whose  portrait  ap- 
pears in  connection  with  this  brief 
biography,  was  for  many  years  a  well- 
known  resident  of  the  town  of  Keene,  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  for  a  long  while  he 
carried  on  a  farm  and  kept  a  hotel.  He  was 
born  in  Washington  Coimty,  Vermont,  in 
1 81 8,  and  was  a  son  of  Aaron  and  Clara 
(Smith)  Beede. 

Mr.  Beede's  father  moved  with  his  wife  and 
six  children  from  Vermont  to  Keene  Centre 
in  1828,  becoming  one  of  the  early  settlers  in 
the  town  and  figuring  prominently  in  its  de- 
velopment. He  was  an  industrious,  enterpris- 
ing, and  progressive  man,  who  reached  a  posi- 
tion of  prosperity  through  his  untiring  energy. 
He  resided  in  Keene  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  when  he  was  sevent)--two  years  old. 
His  wife,  Clara  Smith,  who  was  a  native  of 
Vermont,  lived  to  reach  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-five  years,  and  died  in  the  full  posses- 
sion of  her  faculties  in  January,    1892. 

Smith  Beede  grew  to  manhootl  in  Keene, 
and  at  an  early  age  exhibited  those  sterling 
traits  of  character  and  the  capacity  for  business 
enterprises  which  marked  the  career  of  his 
father.  He  was  extensively  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural   i)ursuits,    which    he    conducted    with 
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enei'Lcy  and  success;  and  for  twcnt)' years  he 
owned  and  managed  the  Beede  House,  a  well- 
known  hostelry  in  its  day,  which  occupied  the 
[iresent  site  of  St.  Hubert's  Inn.  lie  was 
highly  esteemed  h\'  his  fellow-townsmen  and 
the  travelling  ])ublic  as  a  worth}'  citizen  and 
a  genial,  kind-hearted  landlortl ;  and  he  still 
holds  a  warm  place  in  the  memory  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  died  in  Keene  in  November, 
1890,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

Mr.  Bccde  and  his  wife,  Marion  Chase,  who 
was  eighteen  at  the  time  of  their  marriage, 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  si.x  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely:  Orlando  .S.  Beede, 
who  married  Alzina  listes,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren ;  Sarah,  wife  of  Sylvester  Buck,  and 
mother  of  two  children;  Clara,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Gardner;  Metcher,  who  married  Katie 
Mahanney,  and  has  one  child;  Jennie,  wife  of 
Bishop  Chaffee ;  and  Alta,  wife  of  Dana  Law- 
rence, they  having  one  child.  Mrs.  l^eede, 
who  survives  her  husband,  is  a  daughter  of 
Ebenezer  Chase,  of  Ticonderoga,  and  was  one 
of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
She  has  one  brother  living,  Caleb  J.  Chase,  a 
resident  of  Ncwcomb.  Since  her  marriage 
Mrs.  Bccde  has  resided  at  Keene  Valley, 
which  is  now  called  Keene  Heights. 

Mrs.  Bcede's  son  Orlando  is  the  proprietor 
and  one  of  the  princiiial  stockholders  of  St. 
Iluliert's  Inn,  whicli  is  x'aluable  property  and 
is  extremely  pojndar  with  summer  tourists. 

Mr.  Orlando  S.  Becde  is  also  extensively 
engaged  in  carrying  on  liiml)cring  operations, 
in  wjiicli  he  is  successful ;  and  he  is  one  of  tJie 
leading  substantial  residents  of  Keene. 


/3)k(:)RGF.  T.  CIllCl.LI.S,  merchant  and 
\[^J_  civil  engineer,  and  a  leading  citizen 
of  North  Klba,  ICssex  County,  was  born '  at 
riattsburg,  N.Y. ,  January  24,  1850.  son  of 
Thomas  and  Eliza  A.  (Burdick)  Chellis.  His 
grandfather,  Thomas  Chellis,  a  farmer,  was 
born  in  New  Hani|ishire  and  passed  the  earl\' 
jxart  of  his  life  in  that  State.  His  last  days 
were  spent  in  Grand  Isle  County,  Vermont, 
where  he  died  in  the  meridian  of  life  in  1S29. 
He  had  amassed  a  small  propert)',  which  he 
bequeathed  to  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Catherine  Stewart,  slu'  being  also  a  native 
of  New  Hamiishire.  .She  survived  her  hus- 
band twenty-seven  years,  tlying  in  1S56.  'I'hey 
reared  three  daughters  and  three  sons,  only 
one  of  whom  —  the  father  of  our  subject — is 
n(}w  living. 

Thomas  Chellis,  Jr.,  the  father  of  George 
T.,  was  born  in  Grand  Isle  County,  X'erniont, 
in  1823.  Reared  on  a  farm,  he  chose  agri- 
culture as  his  life  i)ursuit,  and  has  been  fairl\- 
prosperous.  He  is  now  retired  from  acti\e 
work,  and  lives  with  his  sons  in  lieekmantown, 
N.^".  He  was  married  in  18.48  to  I'~liza  Bur- 
dick, of  Chazy,  N.\'. ,  daughter  of  \'(ilne\-  Bur- 
dick, a  farmer  of  that  town.  She  died  in 
1855,  seven  years  after  marriage,  leaving  three 
children  —  George  T.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Sidney,  who  died  ;it  the  age  of  thir- 
teen; and  Reuben  R.,  a  fainier  in  l'"ranklin 
County,  New  \'ork.  Mr.  Chellis  subse- 
cpicntly  married  Lucy  Ann  Rile\-,  who  also 
bore  three  chiklren  —  David,  Burt,  and  I.otlie, 
all  of  whom  arc  living  in  Beeknianlown,  the 
daughter    kcejiing    house    for    her    father,    and 


4S4 


BIOGUAl'IUCAL    REVIEW 


the  sons  l)eing  prdmiiicnt  iiicrcliants  of  the 
jilace. 

George  T.  C'hellis,  like  liis  father,  was 
reared  on  a  farm.  lie  received  liis  education 
in  the  district  school,  ami  when  sixtc'en  )ears 
of  age  took  charge  of  a  school  and  taught  six 
terms.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  started  on 
an  independent  career,  teaching  in  the  winter 
and  working  at  the  carjienter's  trade  during 
the  summer.  He  was  for  some  }'eai's  in  the 
emplo}-  of  Isham  &  Sons,  carriage-makers  at 
Plattsburg,  and  in  i<SSi  removed  to  Lake 
Placid,  whei'e  he  jiurchased  a  mill  of  Carlos 
White.  This  \enture  pioved  ]irofitablc,  and 
for  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber,  lie  then  s(dd  his  mill  to 
A.  S.  Wright,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
trade  and  civil  engineering.  As  a  merchant 
he  is  a  member  of  tlie  firm  of  Durgan,  Chellis 
&  Co.,  dealers  in  general  mei'chandise  and 
liardware,  thev  having  two  stores,  one  at  Lake 
Placid  and  one  at  Newman;  and  as  a  civil 
engineer  he  has  taken  some  important  con- 
tracts, his  first  sewerage  contract  (at  Saranac) 
amounting  to  ten  thousand  dollars  and  one  at 
Lake  Placid  amounting  to  thirteen  th(jusand 
dollars. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1875,  Mr.  Chellis 
was  united  in  marriage  with  L.Ua  J.  Lsham, 
of  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  IL  L.  and 
Ada  (Stevens)  Isham,  antl  sister  of  Ira  I). 
Isham,  an  eminent  physician  of  Chicago,  111. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chellis  have  one  child,  Nellie, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  i  S96  of  the 
PlattslMU-g  Normal  School.  Politically,  Mr. 
Chellis    is    a    stanch     Republican.        He    was 


Town  Clerk  some  eight  years,  Supervisor  four 
terms,  and  is  now  ser\'ing  as  Assessor.  He  is 
a  Master  Mason  and  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Inde]jendent  Order  of  (_)dd  l-'ellows. 


ALTER  S.  GREENE,  mechanic, 
^*'  speculator,  and  farmer,  is  a  well- 
known  business  man  of  Crown  Point,  where  he 
has  made  his  home  for  twenty  years.  He  was 
born  May  12,  1846,  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  son 
of  John  C.  Greene,  a  Pennsylvanian,  born  in 
Nazareth,  Northampton  County,  March  26, 
1823.  Mr.  Greene's  paternal  grandfather, 
Charles  Greene,  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  was  born  in  1796,  just  one  liun- 
drcd  )'ears  ago.  The  family  were  originally 
from  Liverpool,  England,  being  of  Scotch  and 
English  ancestry. 

John  C.  Greene  was  a  man  of  great  inven- 
tive genius.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began 
the  manufacture  of  brushes,  continuing  in  me- 
chanical and  manufacturing  pursuits  until 
1857,  when  he  entered  the  employment  of  the 
Whartons,  prominent  liusiness  men,  becoming 
master  mechanic  of  their  zinc  works,  a  posi- 
tion wliich  he  retained  four  \'ears.  In  1861, 
being  still  employed  by  Messrs.  Wharton,  he 
went  to  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  put  the  nickel  mines  in  active  operation, 
after  which  he  started  the  W'barton  chemical 
works  at  Camden,  N.J.  Later  he  opened  and 
ojierated  a  hematite  ore  mine  in  Lehigh 
County,  Pennsylvania,  remaining  in  the  min- 
ing business  during  his  active  career,  accumu- 
lating about  fifty  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which, 
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witli  the  exception  of  his  small  home,  valued 
at  sixteen  hundreti  dollars,  was  swallowed  up 
in  the  failure  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.  This  un- 
looked-for calamity  he  survived  some  seven 
years,  but  never  recovered  his  former  buoy- 
ancy of  spirits,  dying  November  30,  1890,  a 
dejected  and  feelile  invalid,  feeling  that  he 
had  been  dejirived  of  the  comforts  that  should 
have  been  his  by  selfish  and  unscrupulous 
debtors. 

In  1844  he  married  Mary  Ann  Warch,  who 
was  born  in  Freemansburg,  Pa.,  and  was  of 
Scotch  ancestry.  Her  father,  John  Warch, 
was  the  leading  boat  builder  of  that  place 
and  one  of  its  most  wealthy  business  men. 
He  was  an  official  member  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed church  and  one  of  its  most  liberal 
supporters.  The  following  five  children  were 
born  of  their  union:  Walter  .S. ;  Arabella, 
widow  of  John  lUirns,  residing  in  Washington, 
D.C.;  Elmira,  the  wife  of  John  Emery,  of 
Centre  Valle)',  Pa.;  Emma,  wife  of  James 
Waters,  of  South  Bethlehem,  Pa.;  Isadora, 
wife  of  Albert  Weaver,  of  the  same  place. 

Walter  S.,  the  eldest  child  and  only  son, 
completed  his  education  at  the  Moravian 
school  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  being  designed  by 
his  parents  for  a  physician.  Instead  he  chose 
a  mechanical  career,  and  in  order  to  learn  the 
machinist's  trade  ran  away  from  home,  going 
to  Camden,  N.J.,  where  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  three  years.  He  afterward  worked 
as  a  journeyman  in  the  Lehigh  zinc  works, 
going  thence  to  the  employ  of  the  Saucon  Iron 
Company,  being  engaged  two  years  in  setting 
up  boilers  and  engines  and  for  three  years  as 


general  utility  man.  The  following  two  years 
Mr.  Greene  ran  a  locomotive,  and  in  1876 
came  to  Crown  Point  as  a  machinist  in  the 
iron  company's  furnaces.  After  tiiree  years 
thus  spent  he  was  ap[X)inted  assistant  super- 
intendent; and  two  years  later,  in  1881,  lie 
assumed  the  entire  charge  of  the  charcoal  fur- 
nace and  foi-ge  of  the  Chateaugay  Ore  and  Iron 
Company.  In  1884  Mr.  Greene,  whose  ability 
was  well-known,  was  appointed  sui)crintendent 
of  the  Crown  Point  Iron  Company's  blast 
furnaces,  a  responsible  position,  which  he 
faithfully  filled  until  November,  1893,  when 
the  works  were  closed. 

Mr.  Greene  then  sought  needed  recreation 
and  rest  in  rural  pursuits.  Purchasing  the  ad- 
joining Hunter  and  Breed  farms,  he  is  rapidly 
developing  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  Essex 
County,  having  made  extensive  improvements, 
including  the  erection  of  new  barns,  hen- 
houses, a  hot-house,  and  an  ice-house,  besides 
setting  out  two  hundred  and  fifty  grape-vines 
and  many  varieties  of  small  fruits.  He  has 
entirely  rebuilt  and  remodelled  the  dwelling, 
which  is  situated  on  the  west  bank  of  Lake 
Chaniiilain,  about  sixty  rods  from  the  water, 
with  an  elevation  of  one  hundrcil  and  ten  feet, 
adding  all  modern  conveniences,  making  it  the 
most  pleasant  and  attractive  farm-house  be- 
tween Port  Henry  and  Wiiitehall.  In  this 
work  !\Ir.  (Hcene  has  exi)cnded  several  thou- 
sand dollars,  exclusive  of  the  jiurchase  juice; 
but  every  penny  has  added  to  the  beauty,  util- 
ity, and  comfort  of  the  jilace.  .Socially,  he 
occupies  a  iirominent  jilace  in  the  M.isonic 
fraternity,    belonging   to    the    Mystic    Shiine, 
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besides  which  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  Past 
Chief  of  the  Aneient  Order  of  Wise  Men.  lie 
is  a  strong  Republican  in  [lolitics,  and  has 
served  for  some  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  jiarents  as 
regards  religious  belief,  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  church,  he  being  a 
Deacon. 

Mr.  Greene  and  Miss  Adalinc  C.  Clark,  of 
llellertown,  I'a.,  were  united  in  marriage  on 
December  i8,  1869.  Mrs.  Greene  is  one  of  a 
family  of  seven  children  born  to  the  late 
Aaron  Clark  ami  liis  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  C.  Cyphers,  the  family  record  being 
thus  given:  William  R.  Clark,  a  resident  of 
I'lattsburg;  AdalineC;  ICmma  Jane,  wife  of 
Joseph  Pencost,  of  Clayton,  N.J.;  Henry  M. 
and  Ida  G.,  living  in  Plattsburg,  N.Y.  ;  Mar- 
garet, who  married  William  Anstett,  of  Jersey 
C'ity;  and  Amos  Harris,  also  a  resident  of 
Jersey  City.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greene  ha\'e  lost 
one  son,  William  Barnet,  who  lived  but  two 
and  one-half  vears,  and  have  two  children 
living,  namely:  Ida  C,  wife  of  Curtis  E. 
Inman,  of  Plattsburg,  who  has  one  child ;  and 
Walter  -S.,  Jr.,  now  a  student  in  the  Albany 
lUisiness   College. 


11  IAN     ALLEN      HARNE.S,     M.D.,     a 

rising  young  medical  practitioner  of 
Piattsbuig,  is  an  able  surgeon  and  oculist,  as 
well  as  ph)'sician,  and  gives  especial  attention 
to  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  and  throat. 
A  native  of  this  city,  he  was  born  Ajiril  2, 
1862.    and    conies    from    a    family     of    distin- 


guished physicians,  both  his  father,  Melvin 
Allen  Barnes,  and  his  grandfather,  Melvin 
Barnes,  having  been  members  of  the  medical 
]irofession. 

Melvin  Barnes  was  bred  and  educated  in 
Connecticut,  and  began  the  [iractice  of  medi- 
cine at  Grand  Isle,  Vt.  His  son,  Melvin 
Allen  Barnes,  was  born  there  December  25, 
iSio.  Having  studied  medicine  for  a  while 
in  early  manhood,  he  began  ]iractice  in  Platts- 
burg on  what  was  termed  in  those  days  a 
county  certificate;  that  is,  he  received  a  license 
from  the  body  of  medical  examiners  who  were 
aiiiMiinted  in  each  county  to  examine  and  pass 
ujion  the  ability  of  each  applicant  for  a  ]ihysi- 
cian's  certificate.  Melvin  A.  Barnes  subsc- 
cpientiy  continued  his  studies  for  two  years 
with  Dr.  Kane  of  this  city,  who  was  then  lo- 
cated in  the  town  of  Redford,  and  next  formed 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  Patchen,  continuing 
with  him  two  years,  after  wdiich  he  took  a 
thorough  course  at  the  Alban}-  Medical  Col- 
lege. Settling  then  at  Schuyler's  Falls,  Dr. 
Melvin  A.  Barnes  built  uji  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  ]iractice,  which  he  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully until  his  death,  July  30,  1889.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Phebe  Edgerton, 
was  a  daughter  of  Bela  and  Phebe  (Ketchum) 
lulgerton.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren—Charlotte M.,  Melvin  E.,  Frances  H., 
Phebe  E.,  and  Ethan  Allen. 

Ethan  Allen  Barnes  after  his  graduation 
from  the  Keeseville  High  School  entered  the 
L'niversity  of  Vermont  in  Burlington  in  1S80; 
but,  his  health  failing,  he  was  obliged  to  pur- 
sue   a     different     course.      Returning     to    his 
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home,  he  spent  three  )'ears  in  stiRlvin;;  under 
the  tLiilion  ui  his  fatiier,  and  then  entereil  llie 
medical  dejxirtment  of  the  University  of  \'er- 
niont,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1S85. 
Young  Dr.  Harnes  at  first  established  an  office 
in  Schuyler's  I'alls,  anil  after  a  successful 
practice  of  eight  years  in  that  village  removetl 
to  Plattsburg,  his  office  being  at  1 1  North 
Catherine  Street,  corner  of  Couch  Street.  Al- 
though but  recently  established  here,  he  has 
already  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  prac- 
tice. In  addition  to  his  studies  in  the  uni- 
versity. Dr.  Barnes  subsequently  took  a  post- 
graduate course  at  the  New  York  Post-grailu- 
ate  School  and  Hospital,  prej^iaring  himself  in 
special  branches  of  his  profession;  and  this 
with  his  already  valuable  experience  has  ren- 
dered him  an  authority  on  the  diseases  of 
which  he  makes  a  specialt}'. 

On  May  12,  i8<S6,  the  Doctor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Weaver,  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Junius  B.  Weaver,  of  Schuyler's  I-'alls. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  has 
steadily  declined  all  official  honors. 


(^C)Si:rn  L.  burton,  a  successful 
young  druggist  at  Keeseville,  Clinton 
County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  on  October  29, 
1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Antoine  and  Emily 
(Poirier)  liurton. 

Antoine  Burton,  wh(j  is  of  P'rench  descent, 
became  an  inhabitant  of  Ivsse.x  County,  New 
York,  at  an  early  age,  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  the  town  of  Lewis.  As  a  young  man  he 
came  to   Keeseville,   and   entered  the  employ 


of  Rufus  Prescott  &  Son,  by  w-honi  he  was 
engaged  for  u[nvard  of  thirty  yeais,  during 
which  time  he  hail  charge  of  the  sash,  door, 
and  Ijjind  ile])artmcnt  of  their  business.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Hmily  Poirier, 
was  a  daughter  of  lulward  Poirier,  of  Keese- 
ville. -She  died  in  1882,  when  but  thirly-four 
years  of  age.  Their  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  lulward, 
Addie,  Joseph  L.,  Alphonse,  l^ldrick,  Alfred 
(deceased),  Delia,  and   lulmund  (deceased). 

Josej)!!  L.  Burton  acquired  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  at  Keeseville  Academy, 
graduating  from  the  hitter  in  tlie  class  of 
1887.  Soon  after  leaving  school,  he  entered 
the  drug  store  of  P".  M.  Hopkins,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  about  si.x  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  had  gained  a  good  practical 
knowledge  of  the  business.  In  the  fall  of 
1893  he  purchased  the  drug  business  of  II.  M. 
Mould,  and  as  a  result  of  sagacious  manage- 
ment and  close  application  has  been  iiighly 
prosjierous.  Although  now  but  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  he  has  won  a  [dace  in  the  front 
ratik  among  the  retail  merchants  of  tiie  town, 
and  is  the  pro[)rietor  of  one  of  the  finest  drug 
stores  in  the  county.  Wliile  in  piditical 
views  Mr.  Burton  is  a  Democrat,  he  takes  no 
active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  but 
confines  iiis  attention  to  the  needs  of  iiis 
business. 

^CrA)/lIT,[AM    II.    TI'IFI'T,  who  was   burn 

Y?Y-v      •''    Mineville,  Essex  County,  N.\'.. 

on  April  7,   1850,  has  borne  an  important  part 

in    the   development    of    the   extensive   minim/ 
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interests  of  this  place.  Mis  grandfather, 
Oden  Tefft,  removed  from  Washington 
County,  in  this  State,  to  Clintonville,  Clin- 
ton County,  when  a  young  man,  and  engaged 
in  tiie  business  of  a  contractor,  which  he  car- 
ried on  with  gratifying  success.  He  married 
a  Miss  Briggs,  of  Washington  County,  by 
whom  he  had  nine  children,  William,  the  sec- 
ond in  order  of  birth,  being  the  father  of  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch. 

William  Tefft  was  born  at  Sandy  Hill, 
Washington  County,  but  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated at  Clintonville.  He  entered  the  em- 
[iloyment  of  the  Peru  Steel  and  Iron  Company 
of  that  place,  and,  learning  the  trade  of  a 
bloomer,  worked  at  it  until  twenty-two  years 
old.  Coming  then  to  Rlineville,  he  purchased 
a  farm,  and  carried  on  a  teaming  business 
under  a  contract  with  the  mining  company. 
He  subsequently  gave  up  this  employment  to 
take  charge  of  Witherbee  &  Sherman's  mines, 
remaining  with  them  from  that  time,  1856, 
until  his  death,  thirty  years  later.  Com- 
mencing with  the  company  when  the  mines 
were  in  their  infancy,  he  grew  with  the  busi- 
ness; and,  as  the  mines  developed  antl  the 
responsibility  grew  heavier,  he  proved  himself 
fully  equal  to  the  increased  demand  upon  his 
powers,  and  fulfilled  his  duties  creditably. 
He  was  a  man  well  known  and  thoroughly  re- 
spected for  his  square  and  honest  dealings. 
He  was  elected  as  a  high  license  man  on  the 
Hoard  of  Excise  Commissioners,  filling  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  active  in 
religious   affairs,    and    one   of   the  founders  of 


the  Congregational  church  of  Mineville.  He 
married  Miss  Stanton,  daughter  of  Edward 
Stanton,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Mine- 
ville and  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  181 2,  one 
who  fought  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  Of 
tjicir  union  were  born  two  children  — Will- 
iam H.  and  Ella,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of 
Mr.  H.  Stone,  a  farmer  in  Moriah.  Will- 
iam Tefft  was  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the 
Morning  Sun  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  No. 
142,  of  Port  Henry. 

William  H.  Tefft  acquired  his  elementary 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  this  local- 
ity, afterward  taking  a  course  of  study  at  the 
Fort  Edward  Academy.  On  leaving  school, 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  A.  J. 
Stiles,  of  Moriah,  opening  a  meat  market  in 
that  town  in  1871,  carrying  on  the  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Tefft  &  Stiles,  for 
a  year.  Selling  out  his  interest  to  his  part- 
ner, Mr.  Tefft  then  accepted  the  position  of 
assistant  superintendent  of  the  Witherbee, 
Sherman  &  Co.'s  mines,  continuing  in  this 
capacity  for  some  fourteen  years.  On  the 
death  of  his  father  in  1886,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  position  of  superintentlent,  which  he 
filled  for  six  and  one-half  years,  resigning 
his  position  in  1892,  when  he  signed  a  con- 
tract with  the  Fort  Henry  Ore  Company  to 
mine  their  ores  at  I'^isher  Hill,  where  he  was 
engaged  for  some  time. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tefft,  like  his  father,  has 
always  supported  the  Republican  party,  and 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  matters. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation  at    Mineville,    having   been   Trustee  of 
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one  school  district  for  several  consecutive 
years.  Socially,  he  is  [M-ominent  in  Masonic 
affairs,  being  a  member  of  tiie  Morning  Sun 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Fort  Henry,  and  of 
the  Cedar  Point  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
No.  269,  of  the  same  place.  He  is  also  a 
charter  member  of  the  Iron  Ore  Lodge,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  5S3,  of 
Mineville,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  origina- 
tors, he,  in  company  with  four  others,  having 
gone  to  Saratoga  to  join  the  onler,  that  they 
might  establish  a  branch  at  this  point.  Re- 
ligiously, both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
esteemed  members  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

Mr.  Tefft  and  Hannah  Clydesdale,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Clydesdale,  of  Moriah,  were 
married  on  July  4,  1872,  and  are  the  parents 
of  tliree  children  —  Florence  J.,  Walter  C, 
and  Clara  L.  Walter  C.  Tefft  attended  for 
a  time  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Moriah,  antl 
was  graduated  at  the  Port  Henry  High  School 
and  at  Eastman's  Business  College  in  Pougii- 
kcepsie,  where  he  took  a  commercial  course. 
He  subsequently  [jassed  the  competitive  ex- 
amination, anil  obtained  the  schidarship  for 
Cornell  University,  which  he  entered  in  I  cV)4, 
and  where  he  is  now  taking  a  course  in  elec- 
trical engineering. 


IIARLES  C.  WHITNEY,  a  man  of 
I  undoubted  business  integrity,  one  of 
the  extensive  land-owners  of  F.ssex 
County,  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  at  Schroon  Lake,  having  for  the  past 


six  years  been  the  junior  meml)er  of  tiie  firm 
of  Leland  &  Whitney,  being  also  manager  and 
l)ro])rietor  of  the  Arlington  House,  wliich  ac- 
commoilates  summer  boarders,  mostly  from 
New  York  City.  He  is  a  son  of  George  M. 
Whitney,  and  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of 
this  town,  October  I,    ICS46. 

His  paternal  grandfatlier,  George  Whitney, 
was  born  March  10,  1775,  in  Rhode  Island, 
where  in  1795  he  was  married  to  Li  11  is 
Graves,  w'ho  was  born  May  17,  1777.  They 
became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  eleven 
of  wliom  grew  to  adult  life.  In  1800,  after 
the  l)irth  of  their  two  elder  children,  they 
came  to  Schroon,  lissex  County,  N.Y.,  locat- 
ing in  Schroon  Lake,  in  the  soutliern  jjart  of 
the  town,  in  the  midst  of  a  wilderness,  where 
they  built  a  rude  shanty,  which  they  occupied 
until  their  log  house,  with  its  stick  and  mud 
chimney,  was  completed.  They  purchased  at 
first  one  liundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  and 
afterward  bought  thirty  acres  more,  living 
there  until  the  close  of  their  earthly  lives,  the 
grandfather  dying  in  1S56,  anti  his  widow  in 
1861,  having  some  time  before  that  iemo\'ed 
from  llieir  log  cabin  t(j  the  substantia]  frame 
house  which  their  son  Chauncey  iuui  built. 
Botii  were  active  members  of  the  i\Ielhodisl 
church,  he  having  been  class  leader  foi-  niinv 
years. 

George  M.  Whitney  was  born  on  April  5, 
1 8 16,  in  ti>e  log  cabin  on  the  homestead  f;irm, 
where  he  lived  until  nine  years  old,  when  his 
brother  Cyrus  took  him,  rearing  him  until 
twenty-one  years  old.  Receiving  from  C\rus 
one   hundred   dollars,    he   then    began    life    for 
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himself.  For  four  years  he  worked  out  by  the 
month,  saving  some  money.  At  that  time 
Cyrus  Whitney  died,  and  George  returned  to 
his  former  home,  and  took  charge  of  the  farm 
and  the  three  children,  sending  one  daughter, 
who  was  a  mute,  to  New  York  City  to  be  edu- 
cated. In  1842  he  married  Olive  Baker, 
ilaughter  of  Elisha  Baker,  of  this  town;  and 
twenty  years  later  he  bought  his  present  farm 
from  Colonel  Thomas  Lelantl,  who  built  the 
old  red  house  which  is  still  standing.  Me 
afterward  bought  iifty-tvvo  acres,  but,  having 
disposed  of  a  portion,  has  seventy-two  acres  in 
his  present  homestead,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming.  He  is  a  Republican,  and 
has  served  as  Supervisor.  Religiously,  he 
is  a  Methodist  and  a  class  leader.  To  him 
and  ills  w'ife  four  children  have  been  born; 
namely,  Celia  Ann,  Charles  C,  Halsey  B., 
and  Libbie. 

Charles  C.  Whitney  stayed  on  the  home 
farm  during  his  minority,  ami  early  became 
familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits;  but  very 
soon  after  becoming  of  age  he  began  his  mer- 
cantile career,  becoming  a  clerk  for  A.  F. 
Root.  A  year  later,  in  the  same  store,  he  and 
Augustus  W.  Bogle  started  in  business  for 
tliemselves;  and  the  following  year  Mr.  Whit- 
ney had  for  a  partner  Mr.  Wheeler  Mead,  the 
firm  carrying  on  business  for  a  while  under 
the  name  of  Whitney  &  Mead.  Mr.  Whitney 
then  disposed  of  his  interest,  going  to  Schroon 
River  as  a  salesman  for  Mr.  Russell  Root,  and 
continuing  the  business  for  nine  years  after 
the  death  of  his  employer,  which  occurred 
October  20,   1873. 


On  November  12,  1872,  Mr.  Whitney  mar- 
ried Mr.  Root's  daughter,  Celestia  P.  Root. 
Russell  Root  was  born  in  Connecticut,  com- 
ing here  with  his  father,  Selah  Root,  in  1810. 
He  began  life  in  a  modest  way  as  a  lumber- 
man and  farmer,  and  acquired  a  competency. 
He  was  three  times  married,  Mrs.  Whitney 
being  the  daughter  of  his  third  wife,  who  bore 
him  five  children — •  Erastus  and  Mary  (de- 
ceased); Mary,  who  married  Charles  E.  Wood, 
of  this  place;  Adelbert  F.  Root,  of  Glens 
Falls;  Celestia  P.;  and  Cordelia,  w-ho  mar- 
ried Russell  Root,  and  died  in  Wichita, 
'Kan.,  in  18S7.  The  children  of  his  first 
marriage  were:  luinice  (deceased);  and  James 
C.  Root,  of  Glens  Falls.  Mrs.  Whitney's 
mother  srill  survives,  an  active  and  intelli- 
gent woman  of  fourscore  years. 

In  1 88 1  Mr.  Whitney  bought  twenty-five 
acres  of  his  present  home  farm,  to  which  he 
has  since  added  by  purchase  another  ten  acres, 
and  here  built  his  large  and  conveniently  ar- 
ranged dwelling,  which  is  located  on  a  high 
knoll,  and  commands  a  delightful  view  of  the 
lake  and  of  the  surrounding  country.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  property,  Mr.  Whitney  owns  three 
lots  of  land,  containing  four  hundred  acres, 
with  a  frontage  of  one  mile  on  Parabox  Lake, 
a  lot  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  North 
Hudson,  and  another  of  equal  size  in  Schroon. 
In  politics  he  is  a  sound  Republican,  and 
while  in  North  Hudson  served  as  Town  Clerk 
many  years,  and  for  two  years  was  Supervisor 
in  this  town.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  lost 
one     son      in      infancy,     and     have     one    son 
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living,    Clarence    R.  Whitney,  nineteen   years 
of   atre. 


KV.  FRANCIS  15LOODGOOD 
HALL,  pastor  of  the  Peristronie 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Plattshurt;', 
Clinton  Comity,  N.V.,  was  born  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  is  the  son  of  Major  Na- 
thaniel Ney  Hall,  Lhiited  States  Army,  and 
his  wife,  Margaret  Bloodgood,  of  Albany. 
His  collegiate  course  was  at  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  and  his  theological  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  N.J.  In  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  Mr.  Hall  was  chaplain  of  the 
Si.xteenth  New  York  Volunteers.  The  Peri- 
stronie Presbyterian  Church  of  Plattsburg  was 
organized  February  24,  1864,  and  duly  incor- 
porated with  its  Board  of  Trustees,  December 
13,  1S64.  Mr.  Hall  immediately  upon  its 
organization  was  maile  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  is  still  in  charge  at  the  present  date,  a 
service  of  thirty-two  years  in  one  field. 

The  Rev.  Francis  B.  Hall  was  married  in 
1856  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Frances 
Delortl  Webb,  daughter  of  Harry  L.  and 
l'"rances  Henrietta  (Delord)  Webb.  Mrs. 
Hall's  parents  were  married  August  _  13, 
1832.  Her  father  was 'a  son  of  Joseph  Webb 
and  a  nephew  of  General  Samuel  Webb,  who 
was  one  of  General  Washington's  aides-de- 
camp  in  the  Revolution;  and  her  mother,  who 
was  born  in  Plattsburg,  October  13,  181 3, 
was  the  only  child  of  Henry  Uelord,  a  promi- 
nent business  man  of  this  county  in  the  early 
|iart  of  the  century. 

The     historical     incidents    connected    with 


Mrs.  Hall's  maternal  grandfather  are  of  spe- 
cial local  interest.  Henry  Delord  was  born 
July  29,  1764,  at  Castor  Parish,  Ninies, 
1-' ranee.  He  was  a  brother  of  Peter  Delord, 
whose  commission  as  Chief  Judge  of  the 
French  Tribunal,  signeil  by  Louis  .XVHL,  is 
still  i)reserved  in  the  family.  Henry  Delord, 
being  obliged  to  flee  from  the  shores  of 
France  on  account  of  his  political  convictions, 
.sought  a  refuge  among  the  PVench  colonists 
on  the  Island  of  Martinique,  where  he  landed 
in  1784.  Mr.  Delord  became  a  planter,  and 
remained  on  the  island  until  a  revolution 
broke  out  among  the  i)lacks,  when,  in  1797, 
he  came  to  Clinton  County,  New  York. 
Locating  in  Peru,  he  opened  a  store  for  gen- 
eral merchandise  in  the  part  known  as  Union, 
that  being  the  principal  street  of  the  town. 
He  was  for  many  years  the  village  Postmas- 
ter. At  the  corner  op|)osite  the  P'riends' 
meeting-house  he  erected  a  large  mansion, 
plain  and  unostentatious,  which  is  still  staiul- 
ing,  being  almost  a  century  old. 

Henry  Delord  married  in  1799  I'^lizabelh 
Ketchuni,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Pluebe 
Ketchum,  the  bride,  wiio  was  a  native  of  KvA 
Hook,  Dutchess  County,  being  then  but  si.\- 
teen  years  old.  In  iSio  he  removed  from 
Peru  to  Plattsburg,  in  order  to  enlarge  his 
business,  and  at  once  purchased  from  James 
Kent  the  house  in  which  he  here  made  his 
home.  He  became  one  of  the  best-known 
merchants  of  the  county,  iieing  junior  partner 
of  the  firm  of  Bailey  &  Delord.  He  was  also, 
from  1800  until  1813,  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
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During  Murray's  raid  in  1813  he  suffered 
serious  losses  from  the  British,  wlio  hekl  [los- 
session  of  the  village  for  twenty-four  hours; 
and  in  September,  1814,  when  I'lattsburg  was 
invaded  by  the  army  of  Sir  (ieorge  I'revost, 
and  people  lied  from  their  homes  to  places  of 
safety,  the  Juilge"s  residence  became  the  head- 
quarters of  the  British  officers,  who  de- 
stroyed many  curious  and  valuable  articles, 
heaping  them  in  the  centre  of  the  room,  and 
trampling  upon  them.  Much  of  the  furniture 
was  damaged,  a  sitleboard,  in  particular, 
which  still  ornaments  the  hall,  being  hacked 
by  their  sabres.  A  fine  silver  service,  which 
Madame  Delord  had  taken  the  precaution  to 
bury  in  the  garden,  was  however  preserved 
intact.  On  her  return  to  her  home  she  found 
an  officer's  mess  chest,  inside  of  which  was 
a  silver  pepper  box,  salt  s])oon,  and  sugar 
tongs,  which  the  soldiers  in  their  hurry  had 
neglected  to  take  with  them.  These  articles 
all  bear  crests,  and  have  the  monogram 
"J.  1?.  G."  Judge  Delord  continued  a  resident 
ol  this  village  until  his  decea.se,  March  21, 
1825.  In  religion  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic; 
ami  he  had  an  old  store,  which  still  stands  on 
the  premises  back  of  Mrs.  Hall's  residence, 
fitted  up  as  a  place  of  worship. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mall  is  rich  in 
historical  associations,  there  being  scarcely 
a  nook  or  corner  but  contains  some  precious 
relic,  or  to  which  there  is  not  attached  some 
interesting  anecdote.  Massive  mahogany  fur- 
nitme  is  found  in  every  room,  and  to  each 
piece  some  sweet  memory  clings.  There  may 
be  seen  chairs  a  hundred  years  old,  sideboards 


on  which  the  swords  of  the  British  rested, 
vases  brought  from  China  in  the  first  sloop 
that  voyaged  from  New  York,  and  two  old- 
fashioned  clocks,  one  her  great-grandfather 
Delord's,  and  the  other  her  great-grandfather 
Webb's.  I'^amily  portraits  of  past  genera- 
tions hang  upon  the  walls;  and  among  her 
treasures  are  many  rare  old  letters,  a  notable 
one  being  an  invitation  to  dinner,  written  by 
President  Monroe  to  Judge  Delord.  It  was 
here  tliat  the  Judge  received  President  Mon- 
roe  as    his  guest  in  181 7. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  have  been  active  workers 
in  the  temijerance  cause,  Mrs.  Hall  joining 
the  Woman's  Christian  TemiK-rance  Union 
the  year  of  its  organization. 


BIJAH  PERRY,  late  an  esteemed 
citizen  of  Elizabethtown,  Essex- 
County,  N.  Y. ,  for  many  years  a 
faithful  public  official,  was  born  in  Lewis, 
January  16,  1807,  son  of  Nathan  and  Re- 
becca (Ih'own)  Perry.  His  ancestors  on  both 
sides  were  tor  several  generations  New  Eng- 
land people;  and  his  iiaternal  grandfather, 
Josiah  Perry,  served  as  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Nathan  Perry,  son  of  Josiah,  was  born  in 
Concord,  N.  H.  He  came  to  New  York  State 
when  a  young  man  and  settletl  in  Lewis,  but 
later  bought  the  Durand  farm,  which  he  culti- 
vated with  skill  and  success  and  resided  there 
a  number  of  years,  but  died  in  Elizabethtown 
at  the  home  of  his  son.  His  v.'ife,  Rebecca 
Brown,    who  was    a    native    of    New    Ipswich, 
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N.  M.,  bccanio  the  mother  of  eleven  chil- 
(hcii,  of  wlioni  Ahijah,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,    was  the    fourth-l)oni. 

.Abijah  Perry  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  ui  Elizabethtown,  and  was  reared  to 
ai;ricultural  pursuits,  beginniuij;  at  an  early 
age  to  assist  his  father  in  carrying  on  the 
farm,  and  continuing  in  that  employment  until 
i8j5,  when  he  was  elected  Constable.  In 
this  capacity  he  accfuitted  himself  so  credita- 
bly that  in  1840  Sheriff  Wilder  apjiointed  him 
Uniler  Sheriff;  and,  after  four  years  of  efficient 
service  as  the  deputy  of  the  chief  executive  of 
the  count}',  in  1844  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  County  Treasurer,  which  he  ably  filled  for 
two  years.  From  that  time  until  three  years 
[previous  to  his  tleath  he  served  as  Sheriff, 
Under  Sheriff,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  be- 
coming widely  known  and  highly  respected 
throughout  Essex  County  for  the  upright,  con- 
scientious manner  in  which  he  discharged  his 
important  duties.  He  was  a  man  of  strict 
integrity,  always  laboring  to  j)romote  the  best 
interests  of  the  public ;  and  he  died  compara- 
tively poor,  though  others  in  Iiis  position 
might  have  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
timities  (jffered  for  profit. 

In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig;  but, 
in  common  with  the  majority  of  Whigs,  on 
the  organization  of  the  Republicans  he  es- 
[xniscd  the  principles  of  the  new  i)arty.  Al- 
ways possessing  a  thorough  knowledge  (jf  the 
exact  political  situation  in  his  locality,  he 
could  predict  almost  to  a  certainty  the  number 
of  votes  each  candidate  wouitl  receive.  His 
long  and  honorable  pul)lic  record  was  maile  the 


subject  of  remark  by  his  fellow-townsmen  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  lidi/.a- 
bethtown,  September  20,  1882,  and  was  the 
cause  of  general  and  sincere  regret.  In  his 
religious  views  he  was  a  Pajitist,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  an  active  member  and  a  Trustee 
of  tiiat  church  in  IClizabeUilown.  In  his  honie 
life  he  was  a  kind  husband  and  a  loving  father, 
and  he  cared  for  his  family  with  the  tender- 
ness and  careful  solicitude  which  was  charac- 
teristic of  his  nature. 

Mr.  Perry  married  Eliza  Kellogg,  only 
daughter  of  Rowland  Kellogg,  and  sister  of 
the  Hon.  Orlando  Kellogg,  of  Elizabethtown. 
Her  giandfather.  Captain  William  Kellogg, 
won  his  military  title  in  the  French  and  Ind- 
ian War,  and  was  taken  ])risoner  at  the  Wy- 
oming massacre,  but  eventually  escaped.  He 
was  the  first  settler  in  I'"lizabethtown.  Mrs. 
Perry's  mother  after  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band wedded  Colonel  Jeduthan  Case,  who  was 
the  first  chikl  born  in  Ticonderoga  after  its 
settlement ;  ami  he  ow neil  a  greater  part  i)f  the 
original  township.  He  was  Colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment in  the  War  of  181 2,  antl  was  the  first 
to  give  the  order  to  lire  upon  the  Hrilisii  at  the 
battle  of  I'lattsburg.  Piighl  chiklren  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry;  namely,  Ellen 
R.,  Marietle  E.,  Lafayette,  15yron  A.,  Milo 
C,  I'A'elyn  .S. ,  Louisa  A.,  and  Carolyn  E. 

Ellen    K.     i'err)-    married    William    11.    ]Un 
bank,    of     Malone,     l'"ranklin      County,     N.  \'. 
Mr.   Ikubaiik  was  formerly  a  merchant   of   Hos 
ton,    where     he     resided     until    failing    health 
caused  him   to  seek   for    renewed   strength   and 
vigor  in   the   Adirondack   region.      He  died    in 
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l^lizabcUUown,  March  lo,  1892,  aged  sixty- 
tciur  years.  He  was  a  clerk  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment ckiriny  the  Civil  War,  aiitl  Mrs.  liiirhank 
was  in  Washington  at  the  time  of  the  assassi- 
nation ol  President  Lincoln.  .She  had  at- 
tended a  recejjtion  at  the  residence  ot  .Secre- 
tary .Stanton,  and  while  enteiing  her  carriage 
she  saw  the  assassin  making  his  escape. 
Louise  A.  I'erry  is  a  teacher  at  the  .Slate  Nor- 
mal .School  in  I'lattsburg ;  15yron  A.  is  a  mer- 
chant of  l^lizabethtown  ;  and  Milo  C.  a  promi- 
nent lawyer.  The  other  children  reside  at  the 
homestead. 

The  name  I'erry  is  one  that  has  shed  lustre 
on  the  Images  of  American  history.  It  has 
been  borne  not  only  by  distinguished  naval 
heroes,  but  by  people  of  prominence  and  of 
honored  memory  in  the  learned  professions, 
in  literature,  and  in  other  walks  of  life.  We 
are  happy  to  [iresent  in  these  pages  a  ])ortrait 
of  the  worthy  representative  of  the  family 
whose  life  story  is  outlined  above,  the  late 
.Sheiiff  of  Essex  County. 


PiRWIN    ROWLEY    I':AT0N,    M.l).,    one 

|_^  of  the  most  aide  anil  successlul  houKco- 
])athic  physicians  of  Esse.x  County,  has  l)uilt 
up  an  excellent  [practice  at  Crown  Point, 
where  he  has  been  located  since  January  i, 
i<S83.  lie  was  born  in  Essex,  N.  Y. ,  August 
2y,   1 854,  son  of  ICdwin  Ruthven  Iviton. 

(ienealogists  recognize  five  different 
branches  of  the  I'laton  family,  which  is  one  of 
the  oldest  in  America.  The  immigrant  ]iro- 
geuitors  were:   P'rancis  ICaton,  a  "Mayflower" 


]jilgrim,  who  landed  at  Plymouth  in  1620  with 
wife  and  infant  son  Samuel,  had  later,  it  is 
said,  another  son  l?enjamin,  and  died  in  Dux- 
bury,  Mass.,  in  1633;  John  liaton,  who  settled 
in  Dedham,  Mass.,  in  1637;  John,  who,  with 
wife  Anne  and  children,  settled  in  or  near 
Haverhill,  Mass. ,  1639-40 ;  Jonas,  who  was  in 
Watertown,  Mass.,  about  1643,  and  settled 
with  wife  Grace  in  what  is  now  Wakefield, 
Mass.,  then  Reailing;  and  William,  who  came 
in  1637,  and  was  a  proprietor  in  Watertown  in 
1642.  Eaton  descendants  migrated  at  a  com- 
paratively early  day  from  Massachusetts  to  the 
southern  part  of  New  Hampshire.  The  His- 
tory of  llillslioro  Count)-,  N.  H.,  mentions 
James  Eaton  as  a  pioneer  settler  of  Deering 
and  the  father  of  six  sons  —  John,  David,  .Sam- 
uel, James,  Isaac,  and  William. 

William  Eaton,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Eaton, 
was  born  April  13,  1795,  in  Deering,  Ilills- 
boro  Comity,  N.IL,  where  on  I'ebruary  17, 
1820,  he  married  Hannah  Shattuck,  daughter 
of  Sherman  antl  Hannah  (Putnam)  Shattuck. 
-She  bore  him  five  children,  as  follows:  Will- 
iam, a  wheelwright,  born  in  1820,  who  died  at 
Memphis,  Mich.,  in  1892;  Sherman  S. ,  born 
in  1822,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Mem- 
l)his,  Mich.  ;  lulwin  Ruthven,  the  Doctor's 
father;  Andrew  W. ,  born  in  1827,  died  in 
1849;  and  Hannah  M.,  l)orn  in  1830,  who  mar- 
ried William  Johnson,  and  dietl  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-one,  leaving  one  daughter.  The 
Doctor's  grandparents  lived  for  a  time  in  Jef- 
ferson Count)',  New  York,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Niagara  County  in  1826,  and  four 
years    later     returned    to    the     Granite     State. 
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After  a  brief  resilience  there  the}'  came  ti) 
Essex  County,  wlierc  the  grandmother  passed 
to  her  eternal  rest.  The  .t^randfathcr  then 
went  to  Seneca  Count)',  New  \'ork,  where  he 
died  in  1S53. 

l-'dwin  Riithven  h'.aton  was  born  March  14, 
1825,  in  Jefferson  County,  New  York.  lie 
was  enj;af;'ed  in  frciu'liting  on  the  lakes,  own- 
ing; at  different  times  several  boats,  and  was  an 
industrious,  hard-working  man,  po.ssessing  the 
executive  and  financial  ability  that  insured 
him  success.  He  mariied  Juliet  Anson,  of 
Essex,  the  daughter  of  William  Anson,  a 
farmer  and  tavern  keeiier,  and  unto  tlu'm  three 
children  were  born,  name])' :  Helen  Mar\',  who 
married  1{.  M.  Johnson,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  thirt\'-one  years,  leaving  an  infant  daugh- 
ter; I'"rwin  1\.  ;  and  Jeannctte,  who,  with  her 
widowed  mother,  resides  with  the  Doctor  and 
his  family.  The  father  passed  to  the  other 
life  in  March,    1892. 

Erwin  Rowley  Iviton,  having  acquired  his 
elementary  education  in  the  conimon  schools 
of  Essex,  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
I'hiladelphia  in  the  winter  of  1879  80,  tinish- 
ing  his  course  at  the  New  ^'ork  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1S82.  The  following  summer  Dr. 
Eatfin  began  ]iractice,  coming  to  Crown  Point 
a  few  months  later.  A  strfing  man  jihysically 
and  mentally,  painstaking  and  progressive,  he 
already  ranks  high  as  a  representative  of  the 
schodl  of  medicine  founded  by  Dr.  Hahne- 
mann. 

On  December  7,  1887,  Dr.  I'laton  was 
united  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Frances  M.  Buck- 


man,  of  this  jilace,  a  daughter  of  Ahirah  Huck 
man.      The   home   of   the    Doctor   and    his  wife 
has  been  enlivened  by  the   birth   of   three  sons; 
lulwin   ]\uthven,  born   in   March,    1890;   Sher 
mail  Puckman,  born   September    12,    1891;  and 
luwin  Harold,  born  July  16,   1893. 
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HOMAS  SHAUGHNESSV,  the  effi- 
cient and  trust)'  engineer  emi)lo)'e(l 
at  the  Altona  tannery,  was  born  in  Alton;i, 
Clinton  County,  June  20,  1857,  son  of  Patrick 
and  ICllen  (Moone)')  Shaughnessy. 

Patrick  Shaughnessy  was  born  in  (ilin. 
Count)'  Limerick,  Ireland,  in  the  )'ear  1819. 
At  an  early  age  he  learned  blacksmithing, 
and  was  there  engaged  at  that  trade  until  1837, 
when  with  his  bride  he  took  passage  in  a  sail- 
ing-vessel for  America.  (_)n  his  arrival  he 
settled  in  Oucbec,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
twelve  years  or  niore,  his  fust  wife,  Catherine 
Hartney,  dying  there  in  1846,  and  four  of  the 
five  children  born  to  them  passing  away  in  in- 
fancy. l'"rom  Quebec  he  removed  to  Rouse's 
Point,  N.Y.,  thence  to  Malone,  N.V.,  and 
.still  later  to  lUiffalo,  N.  \'.  On  November  4, 
1 85  I,  Mr.  Patrick  Shaughness)' was  again  mar- 
ried to  Miss  lillen  Mooney,  who  was  Ii(trn  in 
Ireland,  whence  she  came  to  America,  and  was 
then  living  in  Quebec.  He  followed  his  trade 
of  blacksmith  a  number  of  years,  after  this 
working  for  a  time  in  Plattsburg;  ;uid  in  1863 
he  junchased  a  small  farm  in  Altona,  upon 
which  he  .settled  in  1864,  and  engaged  in 
farming  during  the  last  yeai<  "f  hi-~  lif''  H<' 
(lied  May  14,   1891. 
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James  Shaughiicss)-,  his  siirvi\-ing  son  by 
his  first  wife,  resides  in  Covinj;ton,  Ky.  He 
was  a  master  mechanic  antl  superintendent  of 
the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  Railroad 
tor  a  number  of  years;  hut  in  1885  he  resigned 
on  account  of  failing  health,  and  is  now  living 
in  I'etirement.  Of  Patrick  Shaughnessy's  sec- 
ond marriage  six  children  were  born;  namely, 
John,  Johanna,  Thomas,  Mary  Jane,  Michael, 
and  lulward.  John  Shatighnessy  is  a  shipper 
for  the  Canada  Atlantic  Railroad,  both  to 
points  in  America  and  foreign  countries,  and 
has  been  employed  as  agent  for  that  company 
at  Ottawa,  Ontario,  for  about  twelve  years;  Jo- 
hanna Shaughnessy  died  August  13,  i.S//,  at 
twenty-three  years  of  age;  Mary  Jane  Shaugh- 
nessy died  October  19,  1855;  Michael  Shaugh- 
nessy, station  agent  at  Johnsons,  P.  Q.,  for  the 
Canada  Atlantic  Railroad,  is  also  in  compan}' 
with  his  brother  lulward  in  speculative  busi- 
ness; and  lulward  Shaughness)-,  residing  at 
Johnsons,  was  formerly  a  station  agent  for 
the  Canatla  Atlantic  Railroad,  hut  resigned  in 
1890  to  enter  into  s]icculative  business  with 
his  brother.  Their  mother,  Mrs.  I-lllen 
Mooney  Shaughnessy,  died  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  1886,  at  si.xty  years  of  age. 

Thomas  .Shaughnessy  received  a  good  com- 
mon-scliool  education.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  on  the  farm  until  he  was  twent)-three 
years  of  age.  Then  in  i88o  he  obtained  a  posi- 
tion <as  engineer  at  the  Altona  tannery,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged.  The  old  home- 
stead, a  well-stocked  farm,  was  left  to  him 
by  his  father.  On  l-"ehruary  8,  1891,  Mr. 
.Shaughnessy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 


Mary  Ryan,  of  Altona,  a  daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Rachel  (Carr)  R\'an.  They  have  buried 
two  children,  and  have  a  son  antl  daughter  liv- 
ing. The  record  is  as  follows:  Patrick  James, 
four  years  old  ;  Rachel  Ellen,  three  years  old; 
.Stella  May,  who  died  in  infanc)';  and  .Stella 
May,  second,  also  deceased.  In  [lolitical 
atifiliation  Mr.  Shaughnessy  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat. He  and  his  wife  are  dex'oted  members  of 
the  Catholic  church. 


'sTrUDSON  C.  WARE,  a  well-known  and 
[xipular  member  of  the  farming  com 
munity  of  North  I'^lba,  residing  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  \-illage  of  Newman, 
was  b(.)rn  in  Keene,  N.  Y. ,  February  15,  1842. 
He  is  the  son  of  Cyrus  Comstock  and  Mar\- 
(Lee)  Ware,  and  the  grandson  of  Moses  and 
Hannah  (Hathun)  Ware,  all  residents  of  North- 
ern New  A^jrk  for  man}-  )-ears.  Moses  Ware  and 
his  wife,  who  were  both  natives  of  New  Hani])- 
shirc,  became  pioneer  settlers  in  Keene,  N.\'., 
where  he  prospered  as  a  farmer.  He  was  be 
tween  seventy  and  eighty  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  liis  death,  and  his  wife  also  attained 
an  advanced  age.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namel}' :  Moses, 
who  went  West  about  1850,  and  settled  in 
luneka,  Wis.,  wheie  he  died  in  1894;  Cyrus 
C.  ;  Otis,  a  farmer  in  Keene,  now  eighty-five 
years  old;  and  Hannah,  wife  of  Stephen  Estes. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Estes  have  long  since  jiassed 
away. 

Cyrus  Comstock  Ware   was   born    in    Keene, 
March     1 7,      1815.      A     tailor     by     trade,     he 
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worked  at  his  chosen  calling  fur  nian_\'  years, 
and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  was  eniphiyed 
as  cook  in  various  suninicr  hotels  in  the  Adi- 
rondacks.  He  died  in  August,  i<SS6.  His 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1839,  was  a 
daughter  of  Seth  and  Sojihia  Lee,  natives  of 
New  I'jigland,  who  were  married  in  I'~lizaheth- 
town,  N.V.,  and  were  for  some  time  mendiers 
of  the  farming  comnnmit)'  of  Lewis,  ICssex 
County,  this  State.  Mrs.  Waie  was  horn  and 
married  in  Lewis.  She  died  in  March,  1X54, 
in  her  forty-first  year,  and  is  buried  in  Keene 
with  her  husband  and  his  parents.  Two  sons 
and  one  daughter  Ijlessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ware,  nameh' :  Judson  C,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  wlio  is  the  oldest;  Loretta,  wife 
of  Aurelius  Woodruff,  who  died  in  Minnesota 
in  1S70;  and  iuKvaid  L. ,  who  died  in  iSTj^, 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

Judson  C.  Waie  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
after  the  death  of  his  mothei'  going  to  li\e  with 
his  uncle,  Horatio  Hinckle}',  :i  farmer  oi 
North  I'lllja.  He  was  then  twelve  years  of 
age.  Given  the  advantages  of  a  common- 
school  education,  he  made  good  use  of  his 
opixutunities,  and  when  he  was  eighteen  years 
old  was  offered  a  certificate  stating  that  he  was 
qualified  to  teach  school.  He  was  just  in  the 
dawn  of  manhood  when  the  Civil  War  broke 
out,  and  was  filled  with  an  ardent  love  of  mili 
tary  life,  ha\dng  won  distinction  in  competi- 
tive drill.  On  I'ebruary  26,  1.S62,  lie  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  K,  Nincty-si.vth 
New  York  Lifantry,  and  was  four  years  minus 
two  days  in  the  service.  He  was  twice 
wounded,  one  bullet   striking   him  in  the  great 


toe  and  another  in  the  hi]).  His  braver)'  in 
action  was  noted,  and  he  returned  home  with 
the  rank  of  Second  Lieutenant.  Settling 
down  once  more  to  farm  work,  Mr.  Ware  pros- 
pered to  a  marked  (K^grec,  and  in  iSSo  pur- 
chased his  present  fine  farm  of  tw^o  hundred 
and  si.xty  acres.  He  has  a  dair)'  of  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  Jersey  cows,  furnishes 
milk  and  cream  to  the  hotels  of  the  locality, 
and  raises  a  variety  of  garden  jiroduce.  Start- 
ing without  cash  cajiital,  Mr.  Ware  has  at- 
tained his  [iresent  degree  of  prosjierity  through 
his  own  efforts,  and  is  worthy  of  the  respect 
which  is  uni\'ersally  accorded  him. 

Mr.  Ware  was  married  December  21,  1870, 
to  Carrie  A.  l^rewster,  of  North  I'^lba,  daugh- 
ter of  Jackson  and  Ahzada  (Nash)  Ihewster. 
Mrs.  W.ue's  fathci'  now  resides  in  North  Llba. 
Her  mother  died  in  i  S67,  leaving  nine  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  —  three  daughters  and  three 
sons  -  are  living  in  their  natix'e  town.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ware  have  two  children —  Ldward  L. 
and  Vernon  G.  The  former,  .1  graduate  of  the 
Troy  ]5usincss  C(dlege,  was  in  trade  for  some 
time  in  Newman,  but  Insing  his  business 
through  fire  is  udw  living  in  North  I'Aha.  I  lis 
brother,  a  youth  of  nineteen,  resides  with  his 
parents,  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  A 
I\e[)ublican  in  ])olitics,  Mr.  W.ire  has  servetl 
as  Collector  two  years,  .Stiper\isoi  two  years, 
.Sheriif  three  )ears,  ,ind  at  the  end  nf  his  jires- 
cnl  term  as  Justice  nf  the  I'eai  e  will  have  been 
in  office  twelve  years.  He  is  a  Master  Mason 
and  a  member  of  .S.  C.  Hwyer  Post,  Gr.ind 
Army  of  the  Republic.  At  the  celebration  of 
his  silver  wedding,  December  21,   1^95,  thcie 
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was  a  liDUsc  full  of  guests  \vh(j  lett  man)'  \'alua- 
i)lc  iircsoiUs. 


/^TlToRGE  A.  STEVENS,  one  of  the 
V^F'L  proprietors  of  the  Stevens  House, 
Lake  I'laeiii,  Essex  County,  N.Y.,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  York  Asseml)ly,  was  born  at 
ISlaek  Brook,  Clinton  County,  in  1856.  He 
is  a  son  of  Curtis  and  Lucy  (Sherman) 
Stevens,  and  is  of  remote  English  ancestry. 
Mr.  Stevens's  paternal  grandfather,  Asher 
Stevens,  who  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
became  an  early  settler  in  the  Adirondack 
region.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
i<Si2,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg; 
and  the  rest  of  his  life  was  passed  as  an  in- 
dustrious farmer  at  Black  Brook,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  mar- 
ried Ada  Beardsley,  and  reared  a  family  of 
four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  as 
follows:  Curtis,  Mr.  Stevens's  father;  Ada, 
who  became  the  wife  of  H.  S.  Isham,  of  Lake 
riattsburg;  Kate,  who  became  Mrs.  Hayes; 
and  Sarah,  who  married  Leander  B.  Babbitt, 
and  died  at  Black  I3rook,  leaving  a  family  of 
six  chiUlren.  Mr.  Stevens's  grandfather  sur- 
vived his  wife  five  years. 

Curtis  Stevens  was  born  at  IMack  Brook 
in  1S17.  When  a  young  man  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering,  both  of  which  he  car- 
ried on  ([uite  extensively,  becoming  a  well- 
known  lousiness  man  and  accumulating  con- 
siderable property.  He  continued  to  reside  at 
151ack  Brook  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
June  10,    1S63,  at   the   age   of   forty-six   years. 


and  was  caused  by  an  accident.  He  was  a 
pioneer  lumberman  in  his  section,  who  labored 
industriously  to  tlevelop  its  natural  resources, 
and  was  a  business  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary ability.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  filled  several  of  the  important 
town  offices  with  credit  both  to  himself  and 
his  constituents.  His  wife,  Lucy  Sherman, 
whom  he  married  in  Kecscville  in  1847,  was 
a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Delia  Sherman,  the 
former  of  whom  went  to  California  during 
the  gold  fever,  and  died  there.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Curtis  Stevens  became  the  parents  of  four 
children  —  John  A.,  who  is  associated  with 
his  brother  at  Lake  Placid;  Laura,  who  mar- 
ried Edwin  Harrington,  and  died  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  in  1886,  aged  thirty-two  years, 
leaving  six  children ;  Henry  C,  a  resident  of 
Lake  Placid:  and  George  A.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Mr.  Stevens's  mother  died  July 
21,   1890,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

George  A.  Stevens  was  left  fatherless  at  the 
age  of  seven  years;  but  his  mother  was  again 
married,  and  he  accompanied  her  to  her  new 
home  at  Saranac  River,  where  the  opportuni- 
ties for  obtaining  an  education  were  limited. 
When  he  was  twelve  years  old  he  went  to  Au 
Sable  P'orks,  and  there  worked  upon  a  farm 
during  the  summer,  his  winters  being  passed 
in  attending  school,  till  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  entered  the  employ  of  his  step-father 
in  a  hotel  at  P'ranklin  Ealls,  where  he  re- 
mained for  three  years.  He  then/>blained  a 
position  in  the  employ  of  the  Isham  Wagon 
Comjiany  of  Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  as  travelling 
salesman,  and  in  that  capacity  spent  two  years 
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journeying  through  New  York  and  the  New 
England  States.  Since  that  time  he  lias  been 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  with  his  brotlier, 
Mr.  John  A.  Stevens,  at  Lake  I'lacid.  They 
first  bought  a  piece  of  land  embracing  forty 
acres,  containing  a  small  house,  which  they 
enlarged  and  fitted  up  for  guests;  and  business 
became  so  prosperous  that  in  iiSS/  another 
house  was  erected  upon  the  hill  overlooking 
both  Lake  Placid  and  Mirror  Lake.  The  two 
hotels  combined,  which  arc  capable  of  holding 
three  hundred  and  fifty  guests,  are  crowded  to 
their  full  capacity  during  the  summer  season; 
and  the  enterprising  proprietors  have  become 
both  well-known  and  jirosperous,  as  leading 
iiotel  men  in  the  Adirondack  region. 

Mr.  George  A.  Stevens  was  married  to 
Frances  J.  Flanders,  of  Au  .Sable  l-'orks, 
daughter  of  Martin  I',  and  Sarali  (Bee) 
Flanders,  on  December  24,  iSSj,  and  has  four 
sons,  namely:  Francis  A.,  aged  seven;  John 
H.,  aged  six;  Raymond,  aged  three;  and 
George  A.,  Jr.,  aged  one  year. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  First  Vicc-1'residenl  of  the 
Adirondack  Hotel  League,  and  I'resident  of 
the  Shore  Owners'  Association.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Rejiublican.  He  served  with  ability 
as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors for  two  years,  and  has  represented  his 
district  in  the  Assembly.  The  Legislative 
Souvenir  for  1S93  contains  his  portrait,  and 
speaks  of  him  in  the  highest  terms,  both  as  an 
Assemblyman  and  an  enterprising  citizen. 
Mrs.  Stevens  is  an  Episcopalian  in  religion. 

The  Stevens  brothers  started  in  business  at 
Lake   I'lacid    with    but    small    capital,   and    by 


liberal  and  sagacious  management  have  suc- 
ceedcil  in  developing  tlieir  enterjirise  into  its 
present  large  pro[Kirtions.  They  now  pay 
about  fifteen  jier  cent,  of  the  entire  ta.x  of  the 
town.  They  liave  met  with  severe  losses, 
both  by  fire  and  hurricane;  but  tludr  mishaps 
caused  little  or  no  im]iedimenl  to  tlieir  busi- 
ness, as  their  unabated  energ)'  in  rebuilding 
enabled  them  to  meet  the  i)ublic"s  demand  in 
a  very  short  space  of  time. 


'sTr^^IIN  BAILEY  I'TSK,  a  well  known 
merchant  of  i'lattsluirg,  son  of  Jerome 
B.  I'"isk,  has  gained  in  a  marked  degree 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  general  pub- 
lic, and  is  classed  among  the  substantial  busi- 
ness men  of  Clinton  County.  He  was  born 
May  29,  iSfjo,  at  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  and  on 
his  father's  side  is  of  early  New  England 
ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfatiier,  Asa 
Fisk,  a  native  of  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  married 
Sarah  Sheldon,  of  Willsboro,  Plssex  County, 
N.  Y.,  the  fruit  nf  their  union  being  (our  chil- 
dren —  Ke/iaii,  Jerome  B.,  Jo.scph,  and 
Augusta. 

Jerome  B.  I'isk  was  liorn  March  5,  1S32, 
at  Willsboro,  and  was  there  reared  to  man's 
estate.  In  1850  he  came  to  i'lattsburg  and 
entered  the  employment  of  liailey  &  l''erris, 
lumber  dealers,  as  stationary  engineer,  remain- 
ing five  years.  He  tlien  resigned  that  imsi- 
lion  to  go  to  Pilnt  Knob,  Mo.,  wjiere  lie  jiad 
charge  of  a  gang  of  sixty  men  in  an  iron  mine 
for  six  years.  Returning  to  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  he  bought  ,1  f  nin    ;m(l   fur  a  lew  years 
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engaged  in  tlie  pursuit  of  agriculture.  In 
1865  lie  again  came  to  I'lattshurg,  where  for 
the  succeeding  six  years  he  worked  at  his  old 
trade  of  stationary  engineer  in  the  enijiloy  of 
H.  S.  Ishani,  wagon  manufacturer.  He  was 
subsequently  associated  with  Christopher  F. 
Norton,  having  charge  of  the  horses  and  men, 
afterward  entering  the  service  of  G.  W. 
H<irrick,  in  whose  interests  he  worked  seven 
years.  During  that  time  he  [lurchased  a  farm 
in  the  \'icinity  of  this  town,  and  carried  on 
general  farming  in  connection  with  his  otlier 
labors.  Ujion  leaving  Mi.  Ilorrick,  he  was 
apjiointed  guard  at  tiie  Daniicmoia  .State 
Prison,  a  position  which  lie  filled  creditably 
three  years.  Resigning  that  office,  he  retireil 
to  Willsboro,  where  he  is  peacefully  passing 
his  declining  years,  busied  with  agricultural 
pursuits.  Mr.  Jerome  H.  b'isk's  first  wife, 
Jeannette,  daughter  of  John  MacDonnell,  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  was  hoin  at  Cornwall, 
Ontario.  .She  bore  him  thirteen  ciiildren,  ten 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  .Some  years  after 
lier  decease,  he  married  Hannah  Jacobs,  of 
Willsboro,  their  union  being  solemnized  Jan- 
uar)-  6,    1.S94. 

John  Hailev  Fisk  w;is  educated  in  I'latts- 
hurg, he  having  been  but  five  years  old  when 
his  jiarents  settled  here,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  thirteen  years  left  the  high  school,  where 
hv  Iiad  already  obtained  a  good  record,  to  work 
as  a  fireman  under  iiis  latiier,  who  was  at  that 
time  filling  the  post  of  engineer  at  H.iker 
brothers'  pkuiing-mills.  Two  years  later  he 
became  a  clerk  in  McHaltie's  dry-goods  store, 
remaining   tliere    nine  years,  and   obtaining  an 


insight  into  the  business  in  which  he  has  since 
been  engaged.  In  [8,84  Mr.  Fisk  started  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  forming  a  copart- 
nership with  John  U.  Trombley,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Trombicy  &  Fisk,  continuing  until 
1S92,  when  Mr.  Fisk  bought  out  his  jiartncr's 
interest.  He  has  since  conducted  the  estab- 
lishment himself.  He  has  been  successful  in 
all  his  ventures,  his  energy,  foresight,  and 
excellent  judgment  bringing  him  prosperity  at 
every  turn  of  fortune's  wheel.  One  incident 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Fisk  tends  to  show  somewhat 
of  tiie  confidence  and  respect  in  which  he  is 
held  by  the  communit)  at  large.  At  one 
time  early  in  his  business  career,  having 
occasion  to  use  a  large  sum  of  mone\-,  he  ob- 
tained it  without  trouble  from  a  man  prominent 
in  Plattsburg  affairs,  the  loan  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  being  given  to  him  without  security. 

On  September  4,  1S.S2,  Mr.  P'isk  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Regina  I""ay,  daughter  of  P. 
Fay,  of  Beekmanlown,  Clinton  County.  Of 
the  five  children  which  have  lieen  born  of  their 
union,  three  are  now  living;  naniel}-,  Ra_\- 
niond,  Harry,  and  Caioline.  In  jiolitics  Mr. 
P'isk  is  a  steadfast  Republican,  always  casting 
iiis  vote  for  that  ticket.  He  is  a  great  lover 
of  horses,  and  gives  good  attention  to  the  care 
of  his  stable.  He  is  a  talented  musician, 
being  able  to  play  on  almost  any  instrument, 
and  formerly  belonged  to  an  amateur  oichestra, 
which  devoted  the  proceeds  of  all  tlieir  enter- 
tainments to  charitable  pnrjioses.  Besides 
iiis  jiroperty  in  i'lattsburg  Mr.  b'isk  owns  tlie 
I-'isk  Hotel  at  Wilisiioro,  which  he  can  ies  on 
in  addition  to  his  mercantile  business. 
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LjL15KRT  PARKKR,  general  supciintLMid- 
J^/^  cut  iif  tlie  I'niyn  jiropcity  at  Lake 
Newcnmb,  I'^sscx  County,  N.  \'. ,  was  born  at 
Long  Lake,  Hamilton  County,  May  29,  1X53. 
He  is  a  son  of  Zcnas  I'arker,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  i<So5.  Mr.  Parker's  paternal  grand- 
father, Isaac  Parker,  it  is  said,  was  a  I-icvolu- 
tionary  soldier,  and  an  active  |)artici])ant  in 
the  battle  of  Hunker  Hill  on  that  memorable 
day  in  June,  1775.  1'*^  married  in  X'ermont 
Esther  Murphy,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
settled  down  to  farming.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  seven  of  them  being 
sons,  of  whom  Zenas,  now  a  resident  of  New- 
comb,  is  the  onl)'  survivor.  (irandfather 
Parker  died  at  the  age  of  si.xty-six,  an<l  (irand- 
mother  Parker  lived  to  be  more  than  seventy 
years  of  age. 

Zcnas  Parker  came  to  this  State  in  early 
manhood,  here  winning  his  bride,  Rachel 
Dornburgh,  a  native  of  Dutchess  County,  born 
in  1824,  she  becoming  his  wife  in  1.S40.  P'or 
many  years  the)'  lived  at  Long  Lake,  where  he 
carried  on  mi.xed  husbandry,  being  also  one  of 
the  most  expert  hunters,  trappers,  and  fisher- 
men in  the  neighborhood.  In  his  younger 
days  he  caught  trout  in  abundance,  had  excel- 
lent success  in  trapping  marten  and  mink,  and 
was  the  champion  hunter,  having  killed  five 
moose  and  large  numbers  of  deer.  Zenas 
and  Rachacl  Parker  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Samuel,  in  Ncwcomb; 
Lydia,  wife  of  Jrjsiah  Ilolconib,  of  Long 
Lake;  Richard,  also  of  Long  Lake;  Harriet, 
wife  of  Daniel  Hraley;  Libert,  our  subject; 
and  Etta,  wife  of  John  Griffin,  of  Newcomb. 


P]lbert  Paiker  has  serveil  a  life  apprentice- 
shii)  at  agricultural  ])ursuits,  having  remained 
on  the  home  farm  Luitil  his  marriage,  attend- 
ing school  occasionally  when  not  needed  on 
the  farm.  In  August,  1892,  Mr.  Parker  ac- 
cepted his  present  resjionsible  [w)siti(jn,  assum- 
ing the  entire  charge  of  Mr.  Pruyn's  estate, 
embracing  some  thirteen  thousanil  acres,  in- 
cluding Lake  Newcomb,  which  is  four  miles 
long,  the  lower  iiortion  I)eing  a  duck  hole, 
while  the  lake  pro])er  is  two  miles  loiig  by 
half  a  mile  wide.  This  lake  is  weU  stocked 
with  brook  trout  [ilaced  there  by  nature,  and 
with  lake  trout  and  Lanark  salmon  jnit  in  by 
Mr.  I'ruyn,  wlio  has  exi)ended  large  sums  of 
money  on  the  |)lace,  more  especially  in  build 
ing  a  good  road  to  Newcomb  village.  Camp 
.Santanoni,  which  he  erected  at  the  head  of  the 
lake,  is  a  rustic  structure  two  hundred  and 
sixty  by  one  luuKlrccl  feet,  one  story  in  height, 
containing  a  number  of  rooms,  jileasantly 
acconuiiodating  the  many  friends  fiom  the 
city  whom  i\Ir.  Piuyn  <luring  the  summer 
season  entertains  as  guests,  giving  them  royal 
and  hearty  cheer.  The  winter  c|uarters,  or 
lodge,  is  at  the  lower  end  of  the  lake,  being  :i 
fine  cottage  of  wood  and  shingles  with  good 
barns  and  other  out-buildings.  Here  are  kept 
Mr.  Pruyn's  fine  pack  of  hounds,  which  are 
as  fond  of  the  chase  as  he  is. 

On  .Sc|itcmber  4,  1884,  Mr.  Parker  w.is 
unite<l  in  marriage  with  Alice  Hclilen,  of  New 
comb,  a  daughter  of  Kimball  Helden.  Their 
only  child,  a  daughter,  lived  with  them  Init 
a  short  time,  p;issing  from  earth  to  he.ivcn 
when  "life  and  love  were    new.    " 
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(s^OUN  M.  HUMPHREY,  who  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  Northei'ii  New  \'oi-k,  and  whose  many 
benefactions  made  liis  name  a  household  won! 
and  his  death  a  source  of  universal  regret,  was 
linrii  in  Peru,  Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  Novem- 
hcv  5,  iS^i.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
I'"lizabeth  (Prowii)  Mum|)hre)',  the  former  a 
native  of  Ireland,  the  latter  a  Scotchwoman. 

Thomas  Hmiiphiey  came  to  this  country 
when  a  young  man,  and  was  for  many  years 
engagcil  in  farming  in  Pf)mbay,  Franklin 
County,  N.Y.  He  was  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, hut  liad  nothing  to  spare  in  the  sha]3e 
of  worldly  wealth.  Though  of  foreign  birth, 
he  liecame  a  loyal  cilizerr  of  the  United  States, 
and  took  a  leading  part  as  a  Republican  in 
local  |)olitical  matters.  He  died  in  Homljay, 
N.\'.,  in  1.S73,  at  about  eighty  years  of  age. 
His  first  wife,  P'.lizabeth  Prown,  was  called 
to  rest  in  the  meridian  of  useful  womanhood, 
leaving  the  following  children:  Adam,  now 
deceased;  Margaret,  deceased;  John  M.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  James,  a  farmer  of 
North  Bangor,  N.  Y.  ;  Nancy,  wife  of  ICdward 
Plake,  of  CcntreviUe,  Wis.  ;  David,  in  Ari- 
zona; and  Wesley,  deceased.  Mr.  Thonias 
Humphrey  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hill;  and  by  this  marri;igc  he  had  one 
daughter,  now  Mrs.   Sarah  Tryon. 

John  M.  Humphrey  remained  on  his  father's 
f.irm  in  Roniljay  till  fifteen  years  of  age;  then, 
purchasing  his  time,  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself,  walking  from  Hombay  to  l^oston, 
Mass.,  in  search  of  work.  He  was  employed 
for  a  while  as  a  laborer  011  a  railroad,  and  then 


was  engaged  for  some  time  in  iiioneer  work  at 
Clinton,  N.Y.,  liunbering  and  teaming.  The 
first  store  in  Clinton  was  estalilished  by  Car- 
lisle Davidson,  long  before  the  advent  of  rail- 
roads and  at  a  time  wiien  one  rude  log  house 
marked  the  site  of  the  now  llourisliing  town, 
'{'hither  came  the  pioneers  of  the  region;  and, 
as  the  population  of  the  locality  increased, 
trade  prospered  accordingly.  Mr.  Humjihrey 
entered  Mr.  Davidson's  employ  as  clerk,  and 
within  two  years  bought  his  employer's  little 
store.  He  displayed  remarkable  ability  in 
building  u]i  a  good  trade,  and  as  the  towMi  grew 
the  advent  of  competitors  interfered  little 
with  his  established  custom.  For  many  years 
he  was  associated  with  A.  D.  Boomhower,  now 
of  Plattsburg,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  1\T. 
Humphrey  &  Co.  ;  and  together  they  conducted 
the  largest  and  most  successful  business  in 
Northern  New  York,  erecting  also  the  Marble 
River  butter  factory,  or  creamery,  which  was 
of  profit  both  to  themscdves  and  the  farmers. 

Mr.  Humphrey's  experience  gave  him  a 
knowledge  of  the  markets  of  the  country;  and, 
making  large  ventures,  he  usually  har\-ested 
large  returns.  Consequently,  he  became  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  county.  In  iSCil, 
seeing  the  ine\-itable  rise  in  prices  on  account 
of  the  war,  he  took  a  trip  to  New  York  City 
and  bought  at  seven  and  a  half  cents  per  yard 
three  carloads  of  cotton  goods,  which  steadily 
advanced  in  market  value  to  seventy-five  cents 
per  yard.  With  John  W.  Anderson  for  a  part- 
ner, he  opened  a  branch  store  at  P'rontiers; 
and  in  two  years  the  jirofits,  which  they  shared 
ecpially,  were  forty-five  thousand  dollars.       Mr. 
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Hiimi)lirey  also  established  here  two  saw-mills, 
a  grist-mill,  and  a  foundry,  and  conducted 
them  tor  several  years.  All  of  them  but  one 
saw-mill  were  eventually  destroyetl  by  lire. 

A  generous  and  large-hearted  man,  he  was 
widely  known  and  esteemed,  and  by  his  fore- 
sight, good  judgment,  and  integrity  won  the 
confidence  of  business  men,  who  intrusted 
large  interests  to  him.  He  saw  the  merits  of 
life  insurance,  and  his  demise  brought  thirty 
thousand  dollars  to  his  heirs.  His  death, 
which  occurred  at  his  home  in  the  village  of 
Cherubusco,  in  the  town  of  Clinton,  June  16, 
1891,  was  universally  deplored,  not  only  in 
the  town  of  Clinton,  but  throughout  the  .State. 
In  politics  Mr.  Humphrey  was  very  influential 
as  a  Democrat,  the  party  leaders  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  home  depending  largely  on  his 
advice  and  support.  He  served  as  Sujiervisor 
for  many  years,  being  elected  shortly  after  at- 
taining his  majority,  and  acted  in  other  official 
capacities. 

John  M.  Humphrey  was  married  December 
29,  1852,  to  Sarah  I5owen,  a  nati\e  of  Moira, 
l'"ranklin  County,  N.Y.,  daughter  of  Jnhn  and 
Laura  (Gale)  15owen,  both  natives  of  New 
Hampshire.  Mr.  Howen,  who  was  a  farmer, 
died  in  middle  age,  in  1877;  but  his  wife 
rounded  out  a  useful  life  of  eighty-one  years, 
passing  away  in  April,  1894.  Three  children 
blessed  their  home:  Sarah  (Mrs.  Hnm|)hrey)  ; 
Mary  .Samantha,  wife  of  Samuel  I'dster,  of 
Moira;  and  Lewis,  wh(j  died  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Humphrey  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  I'vufus  R.,  a 
prominent    business    man    of    Clinton,     N.  V.  ; 


Henry  II.,  a  dealer  in  agricultural  implements; 
Thomas  1?.,  a  merchant;  George,  associated  in 
business  with  his  brcjther  Rufus,  now  sojourning 
in  the  South  ;  Laura  A.,  wife  (jf  Frederick  John- 
son, (if  Clinton,  who  has  a  charming  little  daugh- 
ter about  a  year  oKl  named  Eleanor;  Minnie 
L.,  an  accomplished  pianist,  who  is  yet  with 
her  mother;  anil  I.uella,  a  bright  and  ambiti(jus 
young  lady,  who  livetl  but  sixteen  summers. 
Mrs.  llumjihrey,  who  is  highly  esteemed  in 
Clintt)!!,  has  a  beautiful  home  in  the  village  of 
Cherubusco.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church,  to  which  Mr.  1  lumphrey  also  be- 
longed. 

A  faithful    ijortrait    of    John    M.    Humphrey 
appears  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 


'p^Lss  HAkRiirr  a.  trioadwav, 

an  esteemed  resident  of  Ticon- 
deroga,  the  i)lace  of  her  nativity, 
is  a  repi'esentative  of  one  of  the  oldest  fannlies 
of  this  [dace.  Her  ])aternal  great-granilfather 
was  one  of  two  brothers  who  came  to  this 
country  and  located  in  Salem,  Conn.  His 
s(jn  Jonathan,  Miss  Treadway's  grandfather, 
was  born  near  Le.\ington,  Mass.,  and  siibse 
quently  removetl  to  \'ermont.  He  was  a 
patriot  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  in  which  he 
served  as  a  drummer  boy,  subsei|uently  receiv 
iug  a  pension.  He  was  foi  a  lime  stationed 
at  the  headipiarters  of  Gerjeial  Washinglnn, 
with  whom  he  h;id  a  |iersonal  actjuaint- 
ance,  being  with  him  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Delaware.  lie  married  H:ninah  UhdiI,  who 
bore     him     nine    children,     namelv:      loscpii, 
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AkmsDii,  William,  John,  Ilosca,  Harniy,  Try- 
|)hcna,  Harriet,  and  ThDiiias  Jclfcrsdn,  all  of 
wlioni  attained  maturity,  married,  and  reared 
families.  Three  of  them — Joseph,  William, 
and  Thomas  J. —  had  thirteen  children  each, 
all  ot  Joseph's,  twelve  of  William's,  and  seven 
of  Thomas's  coming  to  maturity.  Miss  Tread- 
way's  grandparents  spent  their  last  years  in 
Ticonderoga,  her  grandmother  dying  at  Mount 
Hope;  while  her  grandfather,  who  survived  his 
wife  many  years,  died  in  this  village. 

Thomas  J.  Tread  way,  father  of  Miss  Harriet 
A.  Treadway,  was  born  during  the  residence 
of  his  parents  in  Vermont,  in  1H03,  and  spent 
a  part  of  his  early  life  among  the  Green  Moun- 
tains. He  subsequently  established  himself 
in  business  in  the  village  of  Ticonderoga, 
being  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  H.  & 
T.  J.  Treadway,  pioneer  manufacturers  of 
woollen  goods.  He  died  March  19,  1868. 
He  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  holding 
in  a  high  degree  the  respect  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lived.  In  1825,  while  living  in 
Vermont,  he  married  Miss  Audia  A.  Allen, 
a  ilaughter  of  Ebenezer  Walbridge  y\llen,  who 
s[ient  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  in  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  whence  he  removetl  in  middle 
age  to  La  Porte,  Ind.,  his  family  consisting  of 
three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of  the  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Treadway 
John  Ouincy  Adams  Treadway  succeeded  to 
his  father's  business,  continuing  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cloths  and  cassimeres  until  his 
death  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years. 
He  inherited  the  worthy  traits  of  his  ancestors, 
being  honoreil  and  esteemed  for  his  sterling  per- 


sona! (|ualities.  William  Treadway  is  married 
and  has  one  son  and  a  grandson.  Miss  Harriet 
A.  Treadway  received  her  elementary  etluca- 
tion  in  the  village  schools  of  Ticonderoga,  this 
being  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the  Kecse- 
ville  Academy.  Her  record  for  scholarship 
was  so  high  that  she  received  her  first  teacher's 
certificate  without  examination,  an  honor 
worthy  of  note.  She  was  engaged  in  profes- 
sional work  for  some  years,  going  to  Carrollton, 
Carroll  County,  Mo.,  where  she  successfully 
conducted  a  school  for  advanced  pupils,  re- 
maining there  three  years.  Subsequently 
returning  to  her  native  place,  she  is  now  num- 
bered among  its  refined  and  cultivated  resi- 
dents, having  the  respect  of  all  who  know  her. 


,APTAIN  WILLIAM  N.  LYSETT, 
who  is  practically  retired  from  busi- 
ness pursuits,  is  a  Maine  man  by 
birth  and  breeding,  but  for  the  past  twenty 
years  and  more  has  been  a  resident  of  Esse.x 
County,  New  York,  his  home  being  now  at 
Schroon  Lake.  He  was  born  in  Pembroke, 
Me.,  A]iril  2,   1832. 

His  father,  John  Lysett,  was  born  in  \'ar 
mouth,  N.S.,  but  afterward  settled  in  Pem- 
broke, Me.,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  black- 
smith, residing  there  until  his  demise,  in 
1863,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Ik- 
was  twice  married,  his  second  wife,  Mrs.  Lucy 
Benson,  being  the  mother  of  his  children,  of 
whom  one  daughter  died  young.  The  others, 
besides  the  Captain,  are:  Frances,  wife  of 
George  Gravlin,  a  farmer,  residing  at    Schroon 
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Lake;  and  Henrietta,  wife  cif  Sainiicl  Mason, 
(if  Sharon,  I'a.  Mrs.  I.ucy  H.  Lysctt  outlived 
her  husband  many  years,  reaching  tiie  ven- 
erable age  of  ninety-eight,  retaining  her 
mental  faculties  until  the  very  last,  dying  in 
Sharon,   I'a. 

William  was  taken  from  school  when  ele\eii 
years  old  to  assist  his  father,  with  whom  he 
servetl  a  long  and  haril  a[)|)renticeshi|i  at  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  beginning  when  he  had 
to  use  a  small  sledge  and  stand  on  a  box  to 
blow  the  bellows.  When  the  tocsin  of  war 
resounded  through  our  land,  he  was  lilled  with 
jiatriotic  ardor;  and  he  organized  a  compan)- 
in  his  native  town,  this  being  nnisteretl  into 
service  May  l,  1861,  as  Comi)any  1''  of  the 
Sixth  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry,  Mr.  L\sett 
being  made  its  Captain.  He  continued  in 
active  service  for  two  years,  being  neither  sick 
nor  indispo.sed  during  that  time,  his  tough  and 
rugged  constitution  seeming  able  to  undergo 
all  hardships;  and  the  Colonel  of  his  regiment 
laughingly  said  that  Captain  I.ysett  needed 
no  horse,  as  he  would  soon  tire  one  out.  He 
was,  however,  taken  ill  with  a  lung,  throat, 
and  heart  trouble,  fiom  which  he  did  not 
recover,  being  subsecpiently  discharged  for 
disability  on  that  account.  Of  late  years  his 
illness  has  developed  into  a  severe  rheumatic 
com])laint,  and  he  now  draws  a  jiension  of 
twenty  dollars  per  month. 

Captain  Lysett  was  married  in  the  place  of 
his  nativity  to  Miss  Susan  Bartlett,  a  daughter 
of  Robert  and  Mary  (Ivigles)  Hartlett,  their 
wedding  being  celebrated  in  (Jctober,  i<S54. 
In    1870    Mr.    and    Mrs.    Lysett     removed    to 


Sharon,  I'a.  ;  and  after  residing  there  four  )ears 
they  came  to  .Schroon,  where  in  18S1  thev 
bought  their  present  home.  The  Captain  is 
quite  iirominent  in  social,  militar}',  and  jio- 
litical  circles,  being  a  Master  Mason  antl  hav- 
ing served  as  .Senior  and  Junior  Vicc-Coin- 
maniler  in  a  (irand  Army  Post.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  li.xcisemen.  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Lysett  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Cieorge  W. ,  of 'rillonsville,  Ohio,  who 
has  a  w^fe  and  two  children;  (ienevra,  wife  of 
D.  J.  Moulton,  living  in  Boston,  Mass.  ; 
Jennie,  the  youthful  bride  of  Ral|)h  Grimes, 
of  this  town;  and  Hattie  and  Mattie,  twins, 
fifteen  years  of  age,   who  are   attending   school. 


VRON  J.  WILCO.X,  junior  mem 
her  of  the  firm  of  Kowell  S;  Wikux. 
furniture  dealers  and  undertakers, 
is  a  well-known  business  man  of  Ticonderoga, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  on  November  1  j, 
1859.  He  is  a  son  of  William  K.  Wilcox, 
whose  liirth  occurred  in  Ticonderoga  in  iSjTi, 
and  his  death  on  October  2J,  i.SSj,  his  fifty- 
six  years  of  life  having  been  spent  in  ihis 
vicinity. 

Dr.  Levi  Wilco.x,  father  of  William  K., 
was  a  native  of  New  Ivngland,  probably  of 
Connecticut,  and  was  for  many  years  the 
leading  physician  iif  Ivssex  County,  having  a 
very  large  practice.  He  w^as  a  man  of  eminent 
professional  skill,  untiring  in  his  devotion  to 
his  [)atients,  possessing  a  kin<l  and  s\nipa- 
thetic    spirit    that    made   his  visits    to  a  sick 
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ruiim  most  welcome.  Generous  almost  to  a 
fault,  in  him  the  [joor  and  neeily  ever  found  a 
frienil  and  benefactor;  jiubl  ic-sjiiritecl  and 
philanthropic,  his  was  the  guiding  hand  in 
many  beneficent  enterprises  of  local  interest. 
lie  used  to  travel  about  the  country  on  horse- 
back with  saildle-bags  well  filled,  aud  on  one 
of  these  occasions  met  with  an  accident  that 
caused  his  death  while  in  the  vigor  of  man- 
hood, being  throwai  from  his  horse.  Mis 
death  was  universally  mourned,  the  sorrowing 
friends  that  gathered  at  his  funeral  to  pay  the 
last  respects  to  the  good  and  honored  man 
forming  a  i>rocession  a  mile  and  a  half  long. 
lie  and  I'-scpiire  Arthur  were  the  leading  men 
of  their  time  and  close  friends.  Dr.  Wilco.x 
married  Abigail  Thompson,  who  bore  him 
seven  children,  none  of  whom  are  now  living. 
I  lis  widow  survived  him,  dying  at  the  age  of 
eighty-si.x  years,  and  being  laid  to  rest  beside 
him  in  the  Street  Road  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Wilco.x' s  father  was  a  painter  by  trade, 
following  that  occupation  much  of  the  time, 
although  for  a  while  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  shingles  in  this  town.  In 
1854  he  married  Cornelia  I'.  'I'readway,  who 
was  born  in  Chazy,  Novendjer  28,  1827, 
daughter  of  Willian)  Tread  way,  for  many 
years  a  manufacturer  of  woollen  fabrics  and 
cloths  in  Chazy  and  Crown  Point.  Iler  [lar- 
ents  had  a  family  of  thirteen  cliildren,  all  of 
whom,  exceiiting  a  daughter  that  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  grew  to  maturity,  five  of 
them  being  boys.  Three  sons  and  four 
daughters  are  now  living,  Cornelia  (Mrs.  Wil- 
cox) and   a  sister,   Mrs.   Mildred  M.,  who  mar- 


ried her  husband's  brother,  Philo  S.  Wilcox, 
lieing  residents  of  this  town.  The  remaining 
members  of  the  family  reside  at  Port  Ilenrv, 
Crown  Point,  and  Plattsburg.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  K.  Wilcox  four  children  were 
born,  namely:  EffieC,  who  died  in  1890,  at 
the  age  of  thirty-three  years;  P'rank  Iv,  a 
[Mosperous  merchant  at  Port  Chester,  where 
he  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Republican 
I)arty,  who  married  Mary  E.  Sullivan,  of  New 
\'ork,  and  has  one  son  ;  Myron  J.  ;  and  Elmer 
B.,  residing  at  Newton,  Mass.,  who  married 
Eena   Camjibell,    of   Bangor,    Me. 

Myron  J.  Wilcox  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town  until  eighteen  years  old, 
and  two  years  later  began  his  business  career 
as  a  clerk  for  Rowell  &  Shattuck,  being  at 
that  time  their  only  salesman.  For  twcTve 
consecutive  years,  until  the  firm  was  dissolved 
owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Shattuck,  he  re- 
mained in  their  emjdoy,  the  last  jiart  of  the 
time  being  their  book-keeper,  faithfully  filling 
the  position  f)f  their  confidential  man  of  busi- 
ness. In  August,  1892,  Mr.  Wilcox,  in  com- 
pany with  Messrs.  Gilligan  &  Stevens,  estab- 
lished his  present  flourishing  business,  which 
he  carrietl  on  for  two  )'ears  under  the  firm 
name  of  M.  J.  Wilcox  &  Co.  On  the  death 
of  Mr.  Gilligan  in  1894,  Mr.  Rowell,  the 
former  emjjloyer  of  Mr.  Wilcox,  became  a 
member  of  the  firm,  which  is  the  leading  one 
of  the  kind  in  this  section  of  Es.sex  County, 
the  business  being  extensive  and  increasing 
from  year  to  year. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilcox  is  an  upright  Re- 
publican, l)ut   not  an   ofifice-seeker,    though   he 
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has  served  as  Town  Collector.  Socially,  he 
is  a  Master  Alason,  belonging  to  Mount  IJe- 
fiance  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is 
Secretary.  In  1893  he  purchased  liis  beautiful 
home  at  the  corner  of  Lake  George  Avenue 
and  Third  Street,  furnishing  it  and  moving 
into  it  in  1894,  his  widowed  mother  residing 
with  him  anil  his  wife. 

Mr.  Wilcox  was  united  in  marriage  April  2, 
1890,  with  Miss  Etta  M.  Li  Hie,  of  Putnam, 
Washington  County,  a  daughter  of  David  and 
.Margarite  (Ma.xwell)  Lillie  anil  a  cousin  of 
Judge  Lillie,  of  Whitehall.  Mrs.  Wilcox  is 
an  extremely  hospitable  woman,  a  consistent 
Christian,  and  a  working  mendjer  ol  the  Con- 
gregational church. 


YfA)nLLIAM  MLNRV  ICSTEY,  propri- 
V[-V^  etor  of  the  Ojiera  House  drug  store 
at  Port  Henry,  lissex  County,  N.V.,  was  born 
in  Leicester,  Addison  County,  Vt. ,  August  18, 
1863.  He  conies  of  substantial  luiglish  stock 
early  transplanted  to  America,  the  listeys  hav- 
ing settled  in  this  country  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  His  grandfather,  Josejih  Lste)',  was 
educated  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ministry, 
and  after  ordination  joined  the  Troy  Conlerence. 
He  held  several  different  pastorates,  being 
settled  for  a  time  at  Wcstport,  this  county. 
Ho  married  and  had  two  children  —  a  daughter, 
Mary;  and  a  son,  Henry  J.  The  latter  was 
the  father  of  the  Mr.  Ivstey  of  whom  we  write. 
Henry  J.  Estey  was  born  during  the  resi- 
dence of  his  ])arents  at  Westport,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood.      On   completing   his  educa- 


tion, he  entered  the  employment  of  the  Na- 
tional I'lxjjress  Com])any,  with  which  he  has 
been  connecteil  as  agent  and  express  messenger 
for  forty-five  years,  being  one  of  the  most 
faithful  and  trusted  em[iliiyees.  He  married 
Miss  Calista  Hull,  the  daughter  of  Lot  Hidl, 
who  belonged  to  a  family  noted  for  their  lon- 
gevity, and  himself  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety- 
two,  retaining  almost  to  the  last  the  i)hysical 
vigor  and  agility  that  marketl  his  earlier  life. 
In  the  very  later  years  of  his  existence  he 
could  compete  with  the  bo\s  in  their  athletic 
feats,  being  able  to  jump  u])  and  strike  his 
heels  together  twice  before  touching  tiira 
finna.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Henry  J.  I'^stey ;  namely,  Clara, 
Kate,  William  Henry,  Luella,  Walter,  and 
Minnie. 

When  William  Henry  I'^sley  was  about  seven 
years  of  age,  his  i)arenls  removed  to  Poit 
Henry,  so  that  the  principal  i)art  of  his  eiluca- 
tion  was  accpiired  in  this  place.  After  com- 
pleting his  studies  at  the  high  school,  he  tonk 
a  commercial  coin^se  at  the  Troy  Business  CoL 
lege,  from  which  he  was  graduated  after  a 
year's  diligent  study.  The  following  year  Mr. 
Estey  was  employed  in  the  store  of  the  Hoston 
Tea  ComiKuiy  in  this  village,  after  which  he 
was  for  four  years  a  clerk  in  Weston  &  Co. 's 
market.  Resigning  that  situation,  he  then 
became  connected  with  .\llen  &  Sherman  as 
book-kee|»er  in  their  Cedar  I'oint  Store,  con- 
tinuing with  them  also  lour  years.  In  188S 
Mr.  I'Lstey  was  ajjpointed,  by  President  Harri 
son.   Postmaster  of  this  jilace,  tilling   the   posi 
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tion  until  1S93.  On  October  25  of  that  year 
lie  purchased  the  drug  store  which  he  has  since 
managed  most  successfully.  He  has  a  good 
Inisiness,  which  is  constantly  increasing, 
among  his  regular  patrons  being  two  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  the  place;  and  he  is 
l)ro|)erly  classed  among  the  iMosperous  busi- 
ness men  of  this  thriving  village. 

In  politics  Mr.  Kstey  is  identified  with  the 
Republican  party  as  one  of  its  strongest  allies, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village  l?oard 
of  Trustees  for  two  years  Socially,  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belong- 
ing to  Morning  Sun  Lodge,  A.  h\  &  A.  M., 
No.  142,  of  Tort  Henry;  and  with  Odd  Fel- 
lows as  a  member  of  the  Iron  Ore  Lodge,  No. 
5S3,  of  Mineville.  Mr.  Estey's  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  C.  Drury,  was  born 
and  bred  in  I'ort  Henry.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren —  Ruth  and  William. 


■OHN  H.  ANDERSON,  a  wide-awake, 
enterprising,  and  prosperous  business 
man  of  Newconib,  is  at  the  head  of  the 
linn  of  Anderson  &  Moynehan,  the  largest  and 
most  successful  lumber  dealers  in  this  part  ot 
Essex  County.  Mr.  Ander.son  was  born  in 
1858  at  Weavcrtovvn,  in  the  town  of  Johns- 
burg,  Warren  County,  son  of  John  Anderson, 
who  was  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  born 
in  1834.  The  father  came  to  America  when 
a  small  child  with  his  uncle,  William  Ander- 
.son, w^ho  reared  him.  He  lived  in  Canada 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
New    York  State,    settling     in     Weavertown, 


where   he  worked    in   the   lumber  woods  for  a 
time,  afterward  engaging  in  farming   pursuits. 
In    1856  he   married    Catherine   McKenney,   a 
native  of  Ireland,  by  whom  he  had  the  follow- 
ing children — Jennie,    who   became   the   wife 
of   Dennis   Moynehan,   of   this   firm,    and   died 
in  1888;  John  II.;   Edward,  a  jobbing  lumber- 
man, of   Newcomb;  and  Katie,  wife  of  Patrick 
McSweeney,  of  Long  Lake,  Hamilton  County. 
John  H.  Anderson,  who  has  the  keen,  quick 
wit    native    to    his   father's    countrymen,    ac- 
quired a  i)ractical  education  in  the  days  of  his 
youth,    attending   school   and   laboring  on   the 
homestead  farm    until   twenty   years   old.      He 
then   began   jobbing   in    lumber,  meeting  with 
such   excellent  success   that    in  1890  in  com- 
pany  with   his   brother-in-law,    he   established 
his  present   business,    which    has    already  as- 
sumed   large    proportions,    being    one    of    the 
leading    industries    of    the     place.      Mr.    An- 
derson   is   both  physically  and   mentally  well 
developed,    standing   six    feet    in    height,    and 
weighing    over    two    hundred    jiotinds,    being 
a  fine  specimen  of   robust   manhood.      In   poli- 
tics  he    is   a   steadfast   Democrat;    and,    relig- 
iously, he  and   his  family  are  consistent  Cath- 
olics, having  never  swerved  from   the   faith    in 
which  they  were  reared. 

In  the  fall  of  1884  Mr.  Anderson  married 
Miss  Mary  Spain,  who  was  born  in  Weaver- 
town,  and  there  acquired  her  elementary  edu- 
cation, which  was  completed  at  Warrensburg 
Academy,  where  she  was  fitted  for  a  teacher. 
For  eleven  terms  she  was  subsequently  en- 
saeed  in  teaching  in  the  district  schools. 
Her  father,  the  late  Thomas   Spain,  who  was 
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born  and  bred  in  Ireland,  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  a  young  man,  and,  locating  in  Johns- 
burg,  married  Margaret  Holland,  she  also 
being  of  Irish  birth.  He  died  in  Johnsburg 
in  the  prime  of  life,  leaving  his  widow  with 
five  children,  as  follows:  Edward  Sjjain,  a 
merchant  at  Blue  Mountain  Lake:  Mary,  Mrs. 
Anderson;  John,  a  farmer  in  Wolverton; 
William,  at  Blue  Mountain  Lake;  and  Dan- 
iel, a  dealer  in  lumber  in  Johnsburg.  I'ive 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson,  two  of  whom  have  passed  from 
earth,  one  son  having  died  in  infancy,  and 
a  daughter,  Jennie,  at  the  age  of  five  years. 
The  three  living  are  Maggie,  seven  years  oUl; 
Bernard,  two  years  of  age:  and  George  Edward, 
an  infant. 


(^^AMES  HANEY,  the  courteous  clerk  of 
the  well-known  l'"ouciuet  House  in 
Plattsburg,  was  born  in  Chateaugay, 
Clinton  County,  N.Y.,  June  6,  1850.  Mr. 
Ilaney  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  being  a  grandson 
of  James  Haney,  who  was  a  considerable  land- 
owner in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland. 

Barney,  son  of  James  Ilaney,  first,  father  of 
James  Ilaney,  of  Plattsburg,  was  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  and  came  to  America  when 
a  young  man,  engaging  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Chateaugay,  which  he  carried  on 
for  .some  years  previous  to  his  retirement. 
He  held  several  prominent  official  positions. 
For  three  years  he  was  Sheriff  of  Clinton 
County.  For  fifteen  years  he  served  as  a 
keeper  of  Dannemora  Prison,  a  part  of  the 
time  being  principal  keeper,  and  is  at  present 


a  Water  Commissioner  in  Chateaugay.  iMr. 
anil  Mrs.  Barney  Ilaney  had  three  children, 
but  only  two  are  now  living — James  and  a 
daughter,  who  is  married,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Oakland,  Cal. 

James  Haney  completed  his  educational 
course  at  the  Chateaugay  High  School,  leav- 
ing that  institution  to  enter  his  uncle's  store 
in  Chateaugay  as  a  clerk.  In  this  capacity 
he  served  in  different  stores  for  some  years. 
His  hotel  career  began  at  the  Ferguson  House 
in  Malone:  and  some  time  later  he  entered 
the  service  of  the  Howard  House,  where  he 
cared  for  the  welfare  of  its  guests  for  Wvc 
years.  y\bout  1875  he  became  clerk  of  Paul 
Smith's  celebrated  hotel  in  the  Adirondacks, 
presiding  over  the  desk  there  for  some  two 
years,  when  he  received  his  appointment  tn 
the  Fouquet  House  in  Plattsburg. 

This  hotel,  which  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  P'ouquet  family  for  a  century,  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Paul  Smith  in  1S75;  and  he 
has  entirely  remodelled  it  inside  and  outside. 
The  two  lower  floors,  inckuling  the  olTice, 
dining-room,  barber  shop,  and  billiard-room, 
have  been  elegantly  sheatheil;  and  the  ceilings 
are  in  ma[)le  bird's-eye  and  ciierry.  Hard 
wooil  lloors,  plain  and  in  mosaic,  have  been 
laid  in  different  [larts  of  the  house.  Three 
engines,  one  of  ten  horse  power  for  the 
laundry  and  two  each  of  thirty-three  horse 
|)ower  to  fiunish  heat,  iiave  been  intrmliiced. 
The  house  has  one  hundred  and  five  rooms, 
furnished  with  all  the  modern  iniprove- 
nients,  including  electric  bells  ami  lights, 
for    IJie    comfort    of     its     i;iiests.      Competent 
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ihijs  from  New  York  furnish  tlainty  dishes 
and  substantial  viands  for  the  well-served 
table.  A  fine  livery  staJjle  being  eonnected 
will)  the  house,  there  is  everything  that  could 
be  desired  to  satisfy  tlie  most  exacting 
patron.  I'he  Kouquet  House  is  beautiful  for 
situation,  commanding  from  its  spacious 
piaz/.as  an  excellent  view  of  Lake  Champlain, 
Green  Mountains,  and  Adirondacks,  being 
also  just  opposite  the  railroad  station.  Thus 
far  it  has  been  run  only  as  a  summer  hotel; 
but,  yielding  to  the  frequent  requests  of  its 
numerous  patrons,  Mr.  Smith,  the  accommo- 
dating proprietor,  has  finally  consented  to 
keep  open  house  the  year  round.  The  present 
pojjularity  of  the  hotel  is  due  in  large  measure 
to  Mr.  Ilaney.  By  his  courtesy  anil  solicitous 
attention  he  has  raised  the  house,  which  was 
comparatively  unknown,  to  its  present  promi- 
nence in  the  list  of  Adirondack  hotels.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1889  Mr.  Ilaney  was  also 
poinilar  as  clerk  of  the  famous  Ponce  de  Leon 
at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

In  politics  Mr.  Haney  is  a  Denioi  ral,  but 
he  has  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination  to 
interest  himself  to  any  great  extent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  party.  He  married  in  1889  a 
daughter  of  James  Bird,  an  old-time  merchant 
of  I'lattsburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilaney  have 
three  children  —  George  B.,  James  Apollus, 
and  Joseph  Barney  ILnney. 


EORGE   R.    ALLOKD,  an  active,  en- 


teri)risinj 


voun< 


farmer    of     North 


Llba,    Essex     County,     N.Y.,     was     born     in 


Peasleeville,  Clinton  County,  October  28, 
1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Reuel  C.  and  Climena 
A.  (Martin)  Alford,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Beekniantown,  Clinton  Count)',  De- 
cember 29,   183S. 

Ashley  Owen  Alfortl,  the  great-grandfather 
of  George  R.  Afford,  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
wlience  he  removed  to  Clinton  County  about 
1S14.  He  was  marrietl  three  times,  and  had  a 
large  family  of  children.  For  his  third  wife, 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Green,  who  bore 
him  Reuel,  Rufus,  Wesley,  Ransom,  Lewis, 
and  four  daughters.  Wesley  Alford,  who  is 
now  the  only  surviving  son,  resides  in  McLean 
County,  in  Central  Illinois.  His  sister 
Betsey,  the  wife  of  Maxwell  McCul lough, 
lives  near  him.  Both  families  are  prominent 
in  that  vicinity. 

Rufus  Alford,  the  second  of  the  five  sons 
above  named,  was  born  in  1812.  He  spent 
his  life  in  Clinton  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming;  and  at  his  death  he  left  a  moderate 
estate.  He  was  an  exemplary  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  About  the  year 
iSj2  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emeline  Ran- 
dall. She  died  at  forty-five  years  of  age, 
leaving  two  living  children,  three  having  died 
in  infancy  or  chihlhood. 

Reuel  C.  Alford,  son  of  Rufus,  was  reared 
to  a  farm  life,  and  received  a  good  common- 
school  education.  At  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  obtained  a  position  as  clerk  in  Pern,  N.Y. 
Some  years  later  he  began  his  married  life 
with  one  hundred  dollars  in  cash.  In  1865  he 
and  his  wife  antl  family  went  to  McLean 
County,    Illinois,  where  they  sojourned  about 
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three  years.  Soon  after  tlicir  return  in  1868, 
lie  jiurcliased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
hind  in  North  l^lba,  upon  which  Ihcy  settleiL 
Later  on  he  jiurchascd  other  parcels  of  land, 
one  of  one  hundretl  and  ten  acres,  another 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres,  and  a 
third  of  ei<;hty  acres,  and  has  nearly  paid  for 
it   all. 

In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  among  the 
town  offices  in  which  he  has  served  is  that  of 
Tax  Collector.  Mr.  Reuel  C.  AlforcTs  mar- 
riage with  Climena  Martin  was  solemnized 
April  17,  1S60.  .She  was  horn  in  .Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.,  and  is  the  only  child  horn  to 
Reuben  and  l.ydia  B.  (Drake)  Martin.  Mrs. 
Martin,  who  was  a  native  of  Kaston,  Mass., 
liad  been  married  twice  before  her  union  with 
.Mr.  Martin,  and  by  each  marriage  had  one 
child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alford  have  six  chihbxMi 
living,  five  sons  and  a  daughter,  naniel)-: 
Rufus  M.,  a  successful  farmer  residing  near 
the  old  home,  who  is  married  and  has  one  son; 
George  R. ;  l""rancis  G.,  also  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, who  is  married,  and  has  two  sons  and  a 
d:iui;hter;  Harvey  G.,  living  with  his  ]iarents; 
Olio  K.,  also  residing  at  home;  and  Josephine 
C,  who  is  attending  the  Normal  .School  at 
Albany.  Their  other  daughter,  Ann  l'",li/.a, 
who  married  James  Wescott,  died  in  middle 
life,  leaving  five  children. 

George  R.  Alford  received  a  good  district- 
school  education.  lie  remained  willi  his  \r,\r- 
ents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age;  and 
during  his  home  life  he  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  practical  farming.  On  attain- 
ing his  majority,  he   received   from    his   father 


eighty  acres  of  land;  and  with  that  as  his  caji- 
ital  he  stalled  out  in  life,  and  has  become  a 
successful  farmer  and  one  of  the  re[iresenta- 
tivc  young  business  men  of  the  place.  On 
December  3,  1895,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Laura  Collins,  of  I'ierrepont,  .St.  Lawrence 
County.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Lyman  M.  and 
Sarah  A.  (Heiibarn)  Collins,  who  reside  on 
their  farm  in  I'ierjiont.  They  had  two  sons 
and  this  daughter.  rolitically,  Mr.  Alford  is 
a  Democrat.  He  has  served  on  the  Llection 
]5oard,  and  has  also  been  an  Inspector  of  l^lec- 
tions.  I  le  is  a  member  of  Whiteface  L(tdgc, 
No.  7S9,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


C^TYNDRI-AV  GI'ORGK  SICNKCAL, 
.1  riattsburg,  L.sscx  County,  N.Y., 
D.D..S.,  one  of  the  leading  dentists 
was  born  m  this  village  on  July  11,  1865.  lie 
is  of  l>"rench  extraction,  the  migrating  ancestor 
of  the  family  having  probably  settled  in 
Canada. 

Dr.  .Senecal's  great-grandfather  on  the  pa- 
ternal side  i)ossesscd  great  mechanical  abil- 
ity, and  was  an  expert  mason.  lie  Iiuilt  the 
light-house  near  I'lattsburg  and  the  piers  for 
the  bridge  across  the  .Saranac,  remarking  at  the 
time  that  those  piers  would  be  so  placed  that 
they  wouhl  stay;  and  tinu'  has  verified  his 
words.  .Since  that  day  every  other  bridge  on 
the  river  has  been  .swept  away;  but  his  handi- 
work has  withstood  the  fury  of  the  Hoods,  still 
remaining  as  a  proof  of  his  skill  and  thorough- 
ness of  workmanshi]).  lie  continued  in  iiis 
chosen  occupation  throughout  his  years  of  ac- 
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tivity,  and  attained  the  rii)c  tild  age  of 
cighty-tlircc  years. 

Adrian  Senecal,  Sr.,  the  Doctor's  grand- 
father, was  born,  it  is  thought,  in  Canada,  Ijiit 
spent  his  last  years  in  Plattsburg,  dying  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-two  years.  His  wife 
boie  him  fourteen  children,  Ach'ian,  Jr.,  being 
the  eldest  child.  He  was  born  at  Varennes, 
in  the  I'rovince  of  Quebec,  in  1839,  and  came 
to  this  city  with  his  parents  when  but  twenty- 
seven  days  old.  He  was  here  reared  and  edu- 
cated, and  started  in  life  in  the  restaurant 
business  on  the  site  where  he  is  now  located. 
I-'or  sixteen  years  he  carried  on  a  successful 
business  in  that  line,  then  changed  it  to  a 
mercantile  house,  dealing  extensively  in  gro- 
ceries, and  carrying  on  a  large  wholesale  and 
retail  trade  in  liquors,  having  since  been  thus 
encaced.  Of  his  union  with  Miss  Julia  La 
l^rcck,  of  Keeseville,  Clinton  County,  four- 
teen children  have  been  born,  eleven  of  whom 
are  still  living;  namely,  Adrian,  Edward, 
Andrew  George,  William,  Louise,  James  and 
Isabella  (twins),  Emma,  Alphonse,  Julia,  and 
Eva. 

Andrew  G.  Senecal  acquired  the  rudiments 
of  his  substantial  education  in  the  district 
school,  and  after  his  graduation  from  the 
Plattsburg  High  School  took  a  commercial 
course  at  the  College  of  Ottawa,  Canada,  in 
1886.  He  subsequently  entered  the  Philadel- 
phia Dental  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
1890.  He  spent  a  year  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
J.  E.  Hailey,  at  Washington,  N.J.,  and  a  few 
months  with  Dr.  J.  R.  Gibbs,  of  Plattsburg, 
before   opening  an  office   on   his  own   account. 


Though  he  has  been  in  active  practic-e  but 
three  years.  Dr.  Senecal  has  already  estab- 
lished a  wide  reputation  for  skilful  and  honest 
workmanship,  being  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  details  of  his  profession  and  acquainted 
with  the  most  approved  scientific  and  modern 
methods  for  carrying  it  on.  He  has  built  up 
a  large  and  lucrative  patronage  in  this  city  and 
the  surrounding  towns,  and  has  a  fair  promise 
of  rising  to  a  place  of  prominence  among  the 
the  foremost  of  his  professional  brethren. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Senecal  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Harrietta  A.  Killmartin,  of  New  Or- 
leans, on  April  25,  1892:  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children  — 
Mercedes  A.  and  Valerie  A. 


(^^ 


ODFREY  Wn.LIAM  TAYLOR,  a 
\£^l  harness  maker  and  dealer,  is  num- 
bered among  the  enterprising  business  men  of 
Schroon  Lake,  in  the  southern  part  of  Essex 
County,  New  York.  He  was  born  in  Luzerne, 
Warren  County,  March  5,  1857,  and  is  a  son 
of  the  late  John  and  Elizabeth  (Wigley)  Tay- 
lor, who  emigrated  from  luigland  to  this 
country  in  1855. 

The  father  was  born  in  England  in  1S20, 
and  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  where  he 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  lived  there 
until  after  the  birth  of  several  of  his  children. 
He  was  a  hard-working,  in(histrious  man,  and 
accumulated  some  property,  so  that,  when  he 
came  to  America,  he  was  able  to  bring  with 
him,  besides  his  own  family,  two  of  his 
brothers  and   two   sisters.      The  ocean   voyage 
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occupied  nine  long  weeks.  Jolm  Taylor  set- 
tled in  Luzerne,  where  he  worked  for  some 
years  at  his  trade,  afterward  investing  his 
money  in  a  farm  of  one  luin<lred  and  twenty- 
five  acres,  on  which  he  and  his  wife  spent 
their  remaining  days,  she  dying  in  iS8(),  and 
he  in  1.S95.  They  reared  a  faniil)'  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  the  following  is  a  hrief 
mention:  William  is  a  farmer  in  Nebraska: 
Mary  married  Charles  Derby;  James  died,  un- 
married, at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years; 
Ann  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Underwood,  of 
Luzerne;  John  is  a  blacksmith  in  the  same 
place;  Thomas  and  dodfrey  \V.  are  harness- 
makers,  the  former  at  Luzerne,  the  latter  at 
Schroon  Lake;  and  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Wager,  of  the  same  town. 

Godfrey  W.  Ta)'Ior  had  but  limited  o]ipor- 
tunities  for  advancing  his  echication,  which 
was  gleaned  in  the  luiblic  schools  of  his  native 
place,  as  much  of  his  time  during  his  youth 
and  early  manhood  was  required  on  the  pa- 
rental farm,  where  he  continued  working  until 
twenty-four  years  of  age.  Mr.  Taylor  then 
began  working  witli  his  elder  brother  Thomas 
at  the  trade  of  harness-making,  remaining 
with  him  three  years,  during  that  time  becom- 
ing well  skilled  in  business. 

In  1882,  on  November  r5,  he  made  a  de- 
cided change  in  his  life  and  location,  being 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Flavilla  Wilcox, 
a  daugliterof  Nathan  Wilcox,  of  Warrensburg, 
and  on  the  same  day  coming  with  his  bride  to 
Schroon  Lake.  He  here  established  his  shop 
in  an  old  building,  in  which  ho  carried  on  a 
flourishing  business  until  the  spring  of    1895, 


when  he  erected  his  present  sho|),  opposite  the 
Ondawah  House,  which  he  is  successfully 
conducting,  his  trade  anil  manufactures  being 
large.  Mrs.  'i'aylor  has  two  sisters  and  two 
brothers,  as  follows:  Julia,  wife  of  George 
Moon,  of  Holton;  (ieorge  Wilcox,  of  Warrens- 
burg; h'rederick,  of  Hiilton;  and  Clara  Chad- 
wick,  of  Luzerne.  Unto  Mr.  ;uid  Mrs.  Taylor 
seven  children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom 
have  passed  to  tlie  higher  life,  fine  dying  in 
infancy,  one  at  the  age  of  three  years,  and 
Harley  wlu-n  five  years  old.  The  living  are: 
Herbert,   Maud,  Clara,  and  Thomas  I). 

Mrs.  Taylor  is  a  woman  of  cultivated  intel- 
lect, for  man}'  years  before  her  marriage  hav- 
ing been  engaged  as  a  teacher,  and  is  a  sincere 
and  valued  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
In  jjolitics  Ml".  Tajdor  has  alwa)'s  sujiportcd 
the  Rejiublican  ticket,  being  active  in  town 
matters,  and  for  two  terms  was  Overseer  of  the 
Highway,  being  now  Town  Clerk,  a  position 
to  which  he  was  elected  in  1S91,  having  since 
been  twice  re-elected,  his  jiresent  term  exjiir- 
ing  in  March,   1896. 


— •-••^-»- 


^~p,\R\'l'.N'  H()l.r,  a  luominent  f:irmer 
and  a  highly  esteemed  resident  of 
Kecne,  Jvssex  Comity,  N.\'. ,  who 
died  at  his  home  in  this  town,  J;nniarv  1.), 
1893,  aged  nearly  eighty-five  years,  was  born 
in  Koene  in  the  earl)'  part  of  the  present  con 
tury,  and  was  a  worthy  representative  of  an  old 
and  prominent  pioneer  family  of  ICssex 
Counl\-.  His  father,  James  S.  Unit,  was 
among  the  first   settleis  of   Kecne,  and    figured 
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conspicuously  in  the  early  (lc\'cloi>iiicnt  of  the 
natural  resources  of  that  section. 

llar\'ey  Holt  identified  himself  with  agricult- 
ural ])ursuits  in  }'oung  manhood,  first  settling 
upon  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
llolt  homestead,  and  in  1845  removing  t<i  the 
farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  his  widow. 
The  pi'operty  consists  of  one  himdreil  acres  of 
fcitilc  valley  land,  which  is  desirably  located 
and  extremely  productive;  and  by  excellent 
management  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  agri- 
culture he  derived  profitable  returns  as  the 
result  of  his  labor.  He  conducted  his  farm 
in  a  progressive  and  enterprising  manner  for 
the  I'cst  of  his  active  period,  and  resided  there 
imtil  his  tleath,  which  took  place  as  above 
stated.  In  p.olitics  he  su})ported  the  Republi- 
can ])arty ;  and  he  was  an  upright,  conscicn- 
tious,  and  worthy  citizen,  who  enjo\'ed  the 
sincere  res])ect  and  good  will  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  a  loving  and  sacrificing  hus- 
band and  father,  his  chief  interest  in  life 
being  concentrated  in  jiroviding  for  the  com- 
fort and  future  prosperit}'  of  his  family;  and 
his  niemr)ry  is  cherished  l)y  them  with  the 
most  filial  and  affectionate  regard. 

Mrs.  Holt,  who  still  resides  at  the  home- 
stead, was  before  marriage  Maria  Chase.  She 
was  born  in  Fishersville,  Merrimack  County, 
N.H.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Ebenezer  and 
Sarah  (Cheney)  Chase,  who  moved  from  New 
Hampshire  to  New  York  State  and  settled  in 
Ticonderoga  in  1S20.  Mrs.  Holt's  father  died 
in  the  indmc  of  life,  having  reared  a  family  of 
si.x  children,  three  of  whom  are  li\ing;  and 
her   mother   married    for    her    second    husband 


Eli  Crawford,  by  whom  she  had  five  children. 
Of  these  four  survive,  among  them  being  Mrs. 
F.  C.  Lanatel,-  of  Schroon,  and  Mrs.  Or\-ille 
Knowlton. 

Maria  (Chase)  Holt  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Ticonderoga ;  and  after  completing 
her  course  of  study  she  taught  school  success- 
fully until  her  marriage  with  Harvey  Holt, 
the  ceremony  of  which  took  place  in  Newcomb 
when  she  was  twenty  years  old.  Mrs.  Holt's 
wedded  life  extended  over  a  period  of  fifty 
years,  during  which  she  most  ably  anil  faith- 
full}-  performed  her  duties  of  wife  and  mother. 
She  has  had  six  children,  namely:  Cordelia, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  six 
months;  Helen,  who  married  Alexis  Hinckley, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  in  1.S76, 
leaving  two  children;  Orrin,  who  is  now  carry- 
ing on  the  homestead  farm  ;'  Lydia,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Ur.  Lyon,  and  resides  in  Kcene ; 
Hiram,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Keene,  who  is 
married  and  has  two  children ;  and  Nettie, 
who  married  Se3'mour  W.  Whitnc}-,  and  re- 
sides in  South  Dakota. 

Orrin  Holt,  who  is  now  managing  the  farm, 
is  an  energetic  and  progressive  farmer  and  a 
worthy  successor  to  his  father.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  has  rendered  valuable 
services  to  the  community  as  Excise  Commis- 
sioner and  Town  Collector. 


IRA    H.     STORRS,    though    partially   dis- 
abled   from    injuries    received    while    on 
duty  as   a    soldier   of   the    United   States 
Arm\'  in  the  Civil  War,   is  to  some  extent  en- 
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gaged  in  business  as  a  merchant  in  Wilming- 
ton, Essex  County,  N.\'. ,  wlicre  he  lias  made 
his  home  for  twenty  \'ears  and  more.  lie  was 
horn  in  Rand(.)l[")li,  Vt. ,  June  i.  1S2S,  son  of 
Hiram  and  Elizabeth  (h'isk)  Storrs.  Mr. 
Storrs's  grandfather, .  Colonel  Storrs,  a  well- 
to-do  farmer  of  Kandol|)h,  who  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  War  of  181 2,  died  in  middle 
life  in  1S34,  His  widow  survived  him  ten 
yeai's,  and  died  in  her  seventieth  year.  Their 
children    were:    Hiram,   John,    Ira,    and   Eliza. 

Hiram  Storrs  was  born  in  Randolph  in  1795, 
and  in  his  youth  he  served  as  a  drummer  in  the 
War  of  1S12.  He  afterward  became  the  man- 
ager of  the  extensive  farming  operations  of 
Major  Sanford  in  Wilmington,  N.  V.,  where 
he  remained  until  1840,  in  which  \-ear  he 
settled  ])ermanentl}'  in  the  adjoining  town  nf 
Jay.  He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  \-ears. 
He  was  a  scientific  and  practical  agriculturist, 
and  occupied  a  jirominent  position  in  tlie  com- 
munity. His  wife,  Elizabeth  I'isk,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  whom  he  married  in  Bethel,  \'t., 
in  i<Si7,  became  the  mother  of  se\'en  (hildren, 
six  of  whom  grew-  to  niaturit)',  and  ol  these 
three  are  now  living,  namely;  ]''lizabeth,  wife 
of  Lewis  lott,  of  livanston.  111.  ;  Hiram  Brad- 
ford, a  resident  of  White  Cloud,  Mich.  ;  and 
Ira  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  E.  Storrs  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-fom" 
years. 

Ira  II.  Storrs  engaged  in  farm  labor  at  a 
very  early  age,  attending  the  district  .schools 
when  opportunity  permitted,  and  finishing  his 
education  after  reaching  his  majority.  In 
September,    I.S61,    he   enli.sted   as   a   i)rivate  in 


Company  A,  Tweltth  United  States  Regiment, 
regular  army;  and,  while  on  ])icket  dut\'  in 
front  of  \'orktown,  he  received  injuries  which 
have  since  resulted  in  serious  physical  disabil- 
ity, so  that  he  now  moves  about  by  the  aid  of 
a  wheel  chair.  Alter  his  discharge  from  the 
service  he  resumed  farming  in  his  native 
State,  .and  continued  that  occu]>ation  until 
1.S73,  when  he  moved  to  Wilniingtf)n  and 
o|)ened  the  store  which,  together  with  a  hotel, 
he  has  since  conducted  with  profitable  results. 

Mr.  Storrs  was  imited  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Ann  Haselton,  daughter  of  'rininthy 
Haselton,  nf  Wilmington,  in  October,  1853, 
and  has  five  children,  namely:  Ella  n  ,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  Ivussell,  of  Keene,  and  has  one 
child;  b'.va  M.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Reed,  of  Au 
.Sable  l-"i)rks,  and  has  one  son;  Hattie  I'.,  wife 
of  Charles  Holt,  of  Keene,  they  liaving  one 
daughter;  George  C. ,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Wilmington;  and  ]5ert  I.,  who  is  jiroprietor 
of  a  hotel  in  Wilmington, and  has  one  child. 

Mr.  Storrs  is  a  Republican  in  jiolitics,  and 
has  served  with  abilitv  as  a  Justice  of  tlie 
Peace  and  Inspector  of  I'llectiiins.  He  has 
divided  his  three  hundred  acres  of  land  among 
his  heirs,  and  is  at  the  ]iresent  time  doing  lint 
a  limited  amount  of  business.  Having  iieen 
injured  past  recover)-,  being  no  longer  .able 
to  walk,  he  receives  (piite  a  liberal  pensinn 
from  the  government.  He  is  a  Deacon  d 
the  Congregational  church. 

The  Storrs  family  has  been  represented  in 
the  Northern  Atlantic  Slates  fnr  moreth.m  two 
hundred  years,  one  of  the  earliest  emigrants  nf 
this  name  being  .Samuel  .Storrs,  of    Barnstable, 
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Mass.,  married  in  1666,  and   removed  to  Mans- 
field, Conn. 

The  e.xcellenl  lil<enessof  Mr.  Ira  II.  Stoirs 
happily  su])i)lements  the  fore^t;"oini;  sketch  of 
this  worthv  scion  of  an  ancient  slock. 


LMER  E.  LAKKIN,  M.l).,  who  is  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  jiractice  of  medi- 
line  at  Plattsburg,  N.\'.,  is  a  native  of  Clin- 
ton Countx'.  He  was  l)iii-n  Ajiril  23,  1864,  at 
West  Chazy.  His  grandfather,  John  Larkin, 
came  here  in  1803  fiom  (Connecticut,  the 
State  in  which  he  was  horn  and  reared,  and 
settled  in  I5eekniantown,  then  a  part  of  I'latts- 
burcr.  Me  married  a  Miss  Wood;  and  one  of 
their  children  was  hjaiest  L.  l.aikiii,  who  was 
horn  in  rK'ekmantown.  He  married  Maitha 
Norton,  daughter  of  James  and  Clowey  Norton, 
and  the)'  Ijecame  the  parents  of  three  chihlren 
-  John;  I'",lizaheth  ;  and  Elmer  V,.,  whose 
name  heads  the  present  sketch. 

I'llmer  E.  Earkin  ac(|uii'ed  his  elementaiy 
education  at  the  public  schools,  aftcrw^ard 
stndying  at  I'oultney  Academy  in  Albany, 
where  he  fitted  for  college.  His  inclinations 
tending  toward  the  study  of  medicine,  he 
entered  the  Albany  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1885,  antl  on  re- 
ceiving his  diploma  was  immediately  made 
house  physician  at  the  Albany  Hos]iital, 
where  he  remained  two  years,  gaining  a  valua- 
ble e.v])eriencc  in  the  various  blanches  of  his 
profession.  Subsequently  opening  an  office  at 
the  corner  of  State  and  h'.agle  Streets,  Dr. 
Larkin    continued    there    five    years,    having   a 


good  practice,  then  moved  farther  up  Eagle 
Street,  where  he  had  his  office  for  two  years, 
which  was  well  filled  with  professional  activity. 
About  this  time  his  father  died  ;  and,  the  Doc- 
tor's health  being  seriously  impaired  by  in- 
flammatory rheumatism,  he  took  a  sea  voyage, 
visiting  South  yXmerica  and  the  West  Indies, 
coming  back  with  renewed  health  and  vigor. 

After  his  return  Dr.  Earkin  established 
himself  in  I'lattsburg,  and  has  built  up  a  suc- 
cessful anil  increasing  practice,  his  evident 
professional  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  winning  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  medical  fraternity  as  well  as  of 
his  numerous  patients.  The  Doctor  is  an 
honored  member  of  the  Clinton  County  Medi- 
cal Association  and  of  the  Albany  County 
Medical  Association.  During  his  residence 
in  Albany  lu;  was  a])i)ointed  Police  Surgeon, 
an  office  which  he  filled  creditabl}'  four  years ; 
and  for  si.\  }ears  he  was  connected  with  the 
Tenth  Battalion,  N.  V.  N.  C,  as  Adjutant 
Chief    Surgeon. 


ARVh'.Y  STANTON,  a  prominent 
resident  of  P'lizabethtown,  Esse.x 
Count)-,  N.\'.,  a  loyal  citizen  who 
fought  and  bled  for  his  country  in  the  Civil 
War,  is  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  County.  He 
was  one  of  a  family  of  two  chiUlren,  and,  being 
but  si.x  years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  he 
was  brought  up  by  his  uncle,  John  Stanton,  of 
]{lizabethtown.  He  received  a  district-school 
education,  and  began  life  as  a  clerk  in  the 
general    store    of    Edwin    Williams,    in    which 
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capacity  he  remained  for  three  years.  He 
next  engaged  in  selling  goods  upon  the  road 
for  two  years,  and  then  bought  a  farm  in 
Franklin  I'alls,  Franklin  Cmmty,  N.  \'. ,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Here  he 
met  with  serious  reverses,  his  buildings  being 
destroyed  by  fire;  and,  selling  his  farm,  he 
engaged  in  lumliering  and  worked  industri- 
ously in  tiie  woods  with  his  a.\e  for  eighteen 
winters. 

In  the  autumn  of  1862,  going  to  Tlattsburg, 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  ( )uc  Hundred 
and  Eighteenth  Regiment,  New  Ymk  \'olun- 
teers,  under  C(jloneI  Nichols;  and  he  scr\'ed 
with  his  regiment  thiough  all  their  engage- 
ments, including  the  important  battles  of  Ctdd 
Harbor,  Bermuda  Hundred,  I-'air  Oaks,  and 
Fort  Harrison.  At  the  last  named  he  received 
a  severe  gunshot  wound  in  his  I'ight  leg,  which 
disabled  him  from  further  service;  and  after 
spending  nine  months  in  the  hospital  at  For- 
tress Monroe  he  was  sent  liomc.  He  saw  a 
great  deal  of  active  service  during  his  army 
life,  and  on  one  occasion  came  \'ery  near  losing 
his  life  by  being  blown  up  in  a  rille-pit. 

On  I-"e])ruary  20,  1-S55,  Mr.  Stanton  was 
united  in  marriage  with  F.liza  Douglas,  daugh- 
ter of  lUijah  and  Lois  Douglas,  of  Flizabeth- 
town.  She  comes  of  an  old  and  distinguished 
family,  and  is  a  cousin  of  the  late  Hon. 
Stephen  A.  I^iuglas,  of  national  reputatif)n. 
Her  father,  who  lived  to  reach  the  age  of 
ninety  years,  wa.s  a  great-uncle  to  W.  L. 
Dougla.s,  the  well-known  boot  and  shoe  manu- 
facturer of  Brf>ckton,  Mass.,  and  a  grandson  of 
John    Douglas,    who    saw  the   shedding   of    the 


first  blood  at  Lexington  at   the  commencement 
of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton  have  four  sons  —  John 
Wilbur,  William,  ]''ieil,  and  Merritt.  John 
Wilbur  .Stanton  is  now  filling  an  im])ortant 
[losition  in  the  large  retail  mercantile  estab- 
lishment in  Chicago  known  as  "The  l-'air"  ; 
William  is  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Indiana; 
I'"retl  is  engaged  in  a  responsible  capacit)'  with 
the  Knickerbocker  Ice  Com]iany  of  Chicago, 
of  whose  exhibit  he  had  charge  during  the 
Woild's  h'air;  and  Merritt  has  recently  opened 
a  general  store  in  Llizaliethtown,  where  he  has 
already  laid  the  foundation  of  a  successful  l)usi 
ness  career. 

Although  Mr.  .Stanton  has  refraineil  from 
taking  an\-  active  part  in  public  affairs  since 
his  return  to  I^lizabethtown,  he  was  induced  to 
act  as  Collector,  in  which  ]iosition  he  rendert'd 
to  the  town  able  and  valuable  services.  He 
still  suffers  much  from  his  shattered  limb, 
which  is  ])ractically  disabled,  but  manages  to 
kccy>  uj)  and  about.  He  is  a  comrade  of  S.  C. 
Dwyer  I'o.st,  No.  528,  Grand  .\iniy  of  the  Re 
public,  of  Wadhams  Mills,  and  is  a  useful  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen. 


rj^()\'l-:LL  NI;W1;LL,  a  successful  gen- 
eral merchant  of  Newman,  in  the  town 
of  North  IClba,  I'.ssex  County,  son 
of  ]-;iias  Newell,  was  horn  in  Peru,  Clinton 
County,  N.  V. ,  June  10,  185.4.  Mr.  Newell's 
grandfather,  John  Newell,  was  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  a  farmer  by  occupaliou.  Some 
time  after  his    marriage    lie    settled    in     I'rru, 
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wlicrc  he  followed  ajj;ricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  which  took  ]i]ace  in  iiSTjo.  His 
wile,  C'laiissa  llolt,  who  was  also  lioiii  in  Ver- 
mont. surxMved  him  some  \ears,  and  died  in 
]?loomin<;dale,   I'ranklin   County,   in  this  State. 

I'^li.as  Newell,  sun  of  John  and  Clarissa,  was 
horn  in  \'ermont  in  1S26.  He  was  a  eood 
]iractical  farmer,  owning  a  valuable  piece  of 
agricultural  propert_\-  in  Peru,  where  he  resided 
for  se\'eral  years ;  and  he  was  a  worthy  and 
jiatriotic  citizen.  In  1X62  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  C!ompan\'  K,  One  Ilundied  and 
I'lighteenth  New  ^'ork  \'olunteeis,  for  service 
in  the  Civil  \V.ii-,  and  lemained  with  his  regi- 
ment until  ne.ar  the  close  of  the  ]\ebellion, 
when  he  was  detailed  to  do  hospital  duty. 
Being  a  man  ol  sti'ong  ]i]iysi(|ne  and  a  good 
nurse,  he  acconi])anied  his  captain,  who  w\as 
severely  ill.  to  Ihuniiton  llosjiital,  at  I'ortress 
iVIomiie;  and,  after  remaining  there  for  a  time, 
he  was  a[)])ointe(l  master  of  W'aril  No.  i.  lie 
died  of  t\|)hoid  fe\'er  in  I.S65,  just  jiri'vious  to 
completing  his  three  years'  ser\ice,  and  was 
survived  In'  his  wife  antl  three  children,  as  fol- 
lows: I.ovell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Alice,  wife  of  Iliram  Denton,  of  Saranac 
Lake;  and  Helen,  wife  of  I'enjamin  I  )enton, 
of  I'ern.  Mr.  Newell's  mother,  who,  though 
now  nearh'  eighty  \ears  old,  is  still  bright  and 
active,  resides  with  liim  in  Newman. 

I.oN'cIl  Newell  receivetl  a  limited  education, 
the  de.ath  of  his  father  causing  him  to  begin 
the  labors  of  life  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 
He  remained  at  the  home  farm  until  e.arlv 
manhood,  when  he  came  to  Ni'wman  ;  and  in 
icSSj,   in  com|i;ui\'  with    I'rank    Duigan,  he   es- 


tablished a  general  mercantile  business  at 
Lake  I'lacid,  under  the  firm  name  of  Durgan 
&  Newell.  This  enterprise  proved  very  suc- 
cessful ;  and  seven  year.s  later  the  firm  became 
known  as  Durgan,  Chellis  &  Co.,  Mr.  Newell 
still  retaining  an  interest.  The  concern  has 
advanced  rapidly  in  prt)s])erit\',  doing  a  large 
and  ]irofitable  business;  and  at  the  present 
time  they  are  running  general  stores  at  Lake 
Placid  and  in  Newman,  besides  a  hardware 
store  in  the  last-named  village. 

Mr.  Newell  and  Lla  Durgan,  tlanghter  of 
David  Dm'gan,  of  Peru,  were  manied  in  De- 
cember, 1 882.  They  have  tw^o  children  —  Imo- 
gene,  aged  twelve;  and  Klias,  aged  eleven. 

Mr.  Newell  is  an  able  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness man  and  an  esteemed  and  useful  citizen, 
whose  prosperity  in  life  is  the  result  of  his 
own  ability  and  unaided  exertions.  lie 
erected  his  fine  residence  in  1893.  In  politics 
he  su]iports  the  Republican  |iart)",  and  frater- 
nal I3'  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 


o.Sb:PH  IIKNRV  LA  ROCOUK,  M.IO., 
a  successful  ]ihysician  and  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Smith  &  La  Ivoccpie, 
druggists  at  Plattsburg,  N.Y.,  was  born  at 
L'Acadie,  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  De- 
cember 3,  18.48,  lieing  the  descendant  of  a 
famil}'  who  have  been  and  still  are  iiromincnt 
in  the  history  of  Canada. 

To  the  "  Cyclopaedia  of  Rcjirescntative 
Canadians  "  we  are  indebted  for  some  of  the 
principal  notes  concerning  his  ancestry.      The 
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first  of  the  name  of  whom  record  is  made  is 
Jean  Franrois  de  la  Kocque,  .Su[KTii)r  uf 
Roberval,  who  was  appointed  by  the  king  as 
Viceroy  and  Lieutenant  of  Canada,  and  was 
to  have  accompanietl  tlie  celel)rated  naviga- 
tor, Jacques  Cartier,  on  his  third  voyage  to 
Canaila  in  1541,  but  was  unable  to  go  un- 
til the  next  year,  154:^,  when  he  sailed  with 
three  vessels,  ha\-ing  on  boaril  two  lunuhecl 
persons. 

Dr.  La  Rocque  is  closely  related  to  Gideon 
La  Roccpie,  M.D.,  of  Quebec,  Sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  legislative  assembly  of  that  province. 
]5asile  La  Rocque,  I\LD.,  the  Doctor's  father, 
was  first  cousin  to  Joseph  La  Rocque,  formerly 
Coadjutor  to  the  Catholic  Bishop  of  Montreal, 
and  later  Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  St.  Hya- 
cinthe.  Basile's  brother,  the  Rev.  Charles 
La  Rocque,  was  also  ]5ishoj)  of  St.  Llyacinthe, 
and,  previously,  for  many  years  the  jiarish 
priest  of  St.  Johns,  Province  of  Uuebec.  A 
cousin,  the  Rev.  Paul  La  Rocque,  is  now 
Bishop  of  the  diocese  of  Sherbrooke,  Canada; 
and  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Charles  La  Rocque, 
director  of  the  parish  of  St.  Louis,  of  L'rance, 
Montreal.  Basile  La  Rocque,  M.D.,  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Chambly,  Province 
of  Quebec,  January  10,  1813,  and  died  in 
August,  1891,  after  being  in  active  ])ractico 
of  medicine  for  fifty-one  years.  He  was  a, 
son  of  Josejih  Menry  La  Rocque,  a  respectable 
and  intelligent  farmer,  who  married  a  Miss 
Lafontaine,  a  member  of  the  same  family  as 
Sir  Louis  LL  Lafontaine,  whose  political  role 
belongs  to  history,  and  whose  career  at  the  bar 
was  sufficiently  brilliant  to  make  him   Chief 


Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench  for  tlie  Province 
of   Quebec. 

Basile  La  K(ici|ue  completed  his  classical 
course  at  the  college  of  St.  llyacinthe  in 
1828,  and  began  his  medical  studies  uniler 
Dr.  Kindjer  at  Cliandjly  and  under  Dr.  Davig- 
non  al  Marieville,  alter  which  on  July  1, 
1837,  he  was  graduated  Irom  the  L'niversity  of 
Vermont.  lieginning  his  medical  career  at 
St.  Johns,  Dr.  Basile  La  Rocque  remained 
there  a  short  time,  then  settled  in  L'Acadie, 
where  his  brother  was  parish  priest.  Here  he 
livetl  for  thirty  years,  occu|)ying  many  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  confidence,  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  School  Lrustee,  and  judge  of  summary 
causes,  and  was  on  several  occasions  offered 
the  candidacy  for  Parliament,  but  sturdily  de- 
clined the  honor.  He  was  also  offered  the 
professorshi])  of  tile  .School  of  Medicine  at 
Montreal,  but  his  modest  tastes  again  led  him 
to  refuse. 

At  L'Acailie,  January  18,  1843,  he  marrieti 
Melanie,  elilest  daughter  of  Dr.  Quesnel,  anil 
brother  of  the  celebrated  lawyer,  the  lion. 
Auguste  1'".  Quesnel.  ( )l  this  union  sixteen 
children  were  born,  seven  of  whnm  are  now 
living:  Melanie,  formerly  a  .Sister  al  lli">lel 
Dieu,  Montreal,  ilied  in  1870;  Jules  was  edu- 
cated for  the  priesthood,  but  died  in  1868, 
aged  twenty-tiiree  years;  llermine,  .Sister  of 
the  Congregation  of  Notre  Dame,  Montreal, 
ilied  in  1878;  Malvina  married  Mi'.  Bcdvin,  <if 
St.  Jerome,  Province  of  Quebec;  ICniile  is  a 
physician  in  high  standing  at  Maione;  Hec- 
tor, who  was  proprietor  of  a  ilrug  store  at 
St.    Johns,   died    of    lypiioid    fever    in    1S87, 
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a  few  (lays  after  the  death  of  his  brother 
William,  who  was  engaged  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  large  retail  dry-goods  store;  Al- 
phonse,  who  received  the  degree  of  D.D.S. 
at  the  Philadelphia  Medical  College,  was  a 
former  well-known  dentist  of  I'lattsburg,  but 
has  now  an  extensive  practice  at  St.  Johns; 
and  Dr.  Joseph  La  Rocque,  who  studied  medi- 
cine with  the  subject  of  this  sketch  for  two 
years,  afterward  being  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  Dartmouth  College,  is 
now  practising  in  Burlington,  Vt. 

Joseph  H.  I. a  Rocque  was  reared  in 
L"  Acadie,  and,  after  leaving  the  district  school, 
was  sent  to  Montreal  College,  where  he  was 
graduated  in  1868,  and  four  years  later,  in 
1872,  received  his  diploma  from  the  Victoria 
Medical  College,  in  the  mean  time  having  had 
charge  of  his  father's  ofifice.  After  leaving 
college,  the  young  Doctor  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
but  in  the  fall  of  1872  removed  to  Webster, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  a  year.  The  fol- 
lowing five  years  he  practised  at  St.  Johns, 
and  also  conducted  a  drug  store,  carrying  on  a 
substantial  business.  In  1878  Dr.  La  Rocque 
came  to  I'lattsburg,  where  he  has  established 
a  good  practice,  having  won  a  reputation  for 
skill  and  success  in  his  chosen  profession  un- 
excelled by  any  physician  in  the  community. 
Three  years  after  coming  here  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  John  C.  Smith,  aiul  opened 
their  fine  and  well-equi[iped  drug  stiux",  in 
which  they  carry  on  a  large  business. 

On  July  15,  1873,  Dr.  La  Rocque  married 
Albina,    daughter    of     II.    Marchand,     Proto- 


notary  of  the  district  of  Iberville,  St.  Johns, 
Province  of  Quebec.  Of  this  union  seven 
children  were  born,  five  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing; namely,  Jules,  Henry,  Hermine,  Charles, 
and  Lucille.  Jules  is  now  studying  dentistry, 
and  the  others  are  attending  school.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  the  Doctor  was 
married  in  April,  188S,  to  iMiiilie,  daugh- 
ter of  Leander  Lareau,  of  St.  Johns.  Of 
the  two  children  born  of  this  marriaae, 
Charles  Alfred  died  in  infancy,  and  Albina 
is  still  living.  In  politics  the  Doctor  votes 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  he  has 
served  as  village  Trustee  for  six  years  and 
as  Assessor  for  three  years.  He  was  also 
appointed  by  the  government  on  the  Board  of 
Medical  Examining  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
for  Pensions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Clin- 
ton County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has 
been   President. 


<^«^> 


-fH)TUMPHREY    BROTHERS,   dealers   in 
r=^       produce  and  dairy  goods.     This  firm 

-*-     V •     consists  of  Rufus  R.  and  George  B. 

Ihuuiihrcy,  ]iromiiient  )oung  business  men  of 
the  town  of  Clinton,  Clinton  County,  N.Y. 
They  are  sons  of  Jolm  M.  and  Sarah  (Bovven) 
Humphrey  and  grandsons  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Brown)   Humphrey. 

Thomas  Humphrey,  who  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  came  to  this  country  when  a  young 
man,  and  became  tlioroughly  Americanized. 
He  was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circumstances, 
wlio  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Bom- 
bay,   P'ranklin    County,  N.Y.,   dying  there   in 
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1873.  Mis  wife,  Elizabeth  Brown,  wiio  was  a 
Scotchwoman,  was  in  the  jjiinie  of  niicKlle  life 
when  she  was  called  to  rest.  She  was  the 
mother  of  the  following  chiKlren:  Adam, 
deceased;  Margaret,  deceaseil ;  John  M.; 
James,  a  farmer  in  North  Hangor,  N.^^; 
Nancy,  wife  of  lidward  151ake,  of  New  Centre- 
ville.  Wis.;  David,  in  Arizona;  Wesley,  de- 
ceased; and  a  child  who  diet!  in  infancy. 
Thomas  Humphrey  subseciuently  married  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hill,  a  widow,  of  the  Isle  La  Motte, 
and  by  this  union  had  one  ilaughter,  now  Mrs. 
Sarah  Tryon. 

John  M.  Humphrey,  of  whom  a  special 
sketch  is  given  on  another  page,  was  born  in 
Bombay,  N.Y.,  November  5,  1831.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  given  but  a  limited 
schooling,  but  was  naturally  intelligent,  antl 
had  a  remarkalile  talent  for  figures.  Purchas- 
ing his  time  of  his  father  when  but  fifteen 
years  of  age,  he  walked  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in 
search  of  work,  and  was  for  a  while  em[)loyeil 
as  a  laborer  on  a  railroad.  He  afterward  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  and  teaming  in  Clinton, 
N.Y. ;  but,  being  naturally  (pKilifiecl  for  mer- 
cantile pursuits  rather  than  manual  labor,  hv 
soon  obtained  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  first 
store  established  in  Clinton.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  bought  the  business  of  his  employer, 
and  from  that  time  on  his  mercantile  career 
was  a  phenomenal  success. 

Starting  in  life  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  as 
above  mentioned,  at  an  early  age  he  cancelled 
his  indebtedness  to  his  father,  and  after  many 
years  of  diligent  application  left  to  his  heirs 
a  firmly  established  business  and  a  large  fort- 


une. He  dieil  at  his  Imme  in  the  village  of 
Cherubusco,  in  the  town  of  Clinton,  Jinie  16, 
1891.  His  wife,  whom  he  mairied  on  Decem- 
ber 2(),  1852,  is  a  native  of  l\Ioira,  Franklin 
County,  N.Y.,  ilaughter  of  John  anil  Laura 
(Gale)  Bowen,  both  natives  of  New  Ilamj)- 
shire.  Mr.  Bowen,  like  Grandfather  Hum- 
phrey, was  a  farmer  in  moderate  circumstances. 
He  died  in  1877;  and  his  wife  followetl  him 
to  the  last  resting-place  in  April,  1S94.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Humphrey:  Rufus  R.,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Humphrey  Brcjthers;  Henry  II., 
born  November  14,  1859:  Thomas  B.,  born 
December  7,  1861,  a  merchant  of  Clinton; 
(jeorge,  born  I'ebruary  4,  1864,  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm;  Laura  A.,  born  July 
29,  1869,  wife  of  l'"rederick  Johnson,  of 
Clinton;  Minnie  L.,  born  August  8,  1871, 
who  is  yet  with  !iei"  mother;  and  Luella, 
born  Sei>tember  4,  1856,  who  died  at  the  age 
of   sixteen. 

Rufus  R.  Huni|ihrey  was  born  in  Clinton, 
February  11,  1854.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Clinton,  and  studied  during  one 
term  at  the  \ormal  Selund  at  I'otsdam.  Then 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  work  in  his 
father's  store,  where  he  received  a  gocul  ]irac- 
tical  mercantile  training.  At  this  time  his 
father  was  associated  with  /\.  1).  Boonihower, 
now  (il  I'hiltsburg,  under  the  firm  name  of 
John  M.  Humpiuey  &  Co.,  and  in  1878  Rufus 
Ihuuphrey  [)urchase(l  their  stock  in  trade. 
After  being  sole  owner  of  the  store  about  two 
years,  he  was  joined  by  his  brother  George; 
and    together,    under  the   name   of    Humphrey 
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Brothers,  they  conducted  a  successful  business 
until  1894.  In  that  year  they  sold  the  store 
to  their  younger  brother,  Thomas,  who  is  now 
in  charge.  In  18S5  Kufus  ami  George 
IlLnn])hrey  took  charge  of  the  large  creamery 
at  Marble  River,  which  their  father,  John  M. 
Ilumphrey,  establisheil  in  1875.  Finding  the 
manufacture  of  butter  and  cheese  a  profitable 
industry,  in  1891  they  were  ojxirating  three 
other  creameries  in  conjunction  witli  the  one 
at  Marble  Ri\'er,  namely:  the  Cold  Spring 
creamery  at  Bangor,  N.Y.;  the  Valley  Spring 
creamery  at  Cherubusco,  which  they  erected 
in  that  year;  and  the  Franklin  creamery  in 
Canada.  They  are  now  operating  the  Marble 
River  and  the  Valley  Spring  creameries,  hav- 
ing sold  the  other  two.  Tiiey  also  deal 
largely  in  country  produce,  of  which  in  the 
winter  of  1894-95  they  shipped  some  three 
hundred  carloads.  Their  success  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  business  and  as  executors  in 
settling  tlieir  father's  estate  demonstrates 
that  tliey  have  inherited  much  of  his  mercan- 
tile ability. 

Rufus  R.  Humphrey  was  marrietl  July  17, 
1877,  >•"  Alice  R.,  tlaughter  of  Robert  anil 
Betsey  (Clark)  Rood,  of  Mooers  Junction. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rood,  who  have  jiassed  from 
eartii,  were  the  parents  ot  tlie  following  chil- 
dren :  Robert,  Jr.,  a  resident  of  l'"all  River, 
Mass.;  Henry  L.,  (jf  Indianapolis,  Ind. ; 
Clarence  K.,  of  Fremont,  Neb.;  William,  of 
the  State  of  Washington.  Mr.  Humphrey  has 
no  children. 

He  is  a  ]>rominent  Democrat,  am!  has  held 
many    public   offices,    having   Ijeen    Supervisor 


eight  years,  and  having  served  efficiently  as 
Town  Clerk,  Excise  Commissioner,  and  in 
other  official  capacities.  Witli  his  wife  he 
attends  the  Methodist  church.  He  has  re- 
cently purchased  a  beautiful  home  in  Cha- 
teaugay. 


B 


ENNIS  MOYNEHAN,  of  the  firm  of 
^  m  Anderson  &  Moynehan,  extensive 
;eneral  merchants  and  dealers  in 
lumber  and  real  estate  in  the  town  of  New- 
comb,  ICssex  County,  N.Y.,  was  born  at  North 
Creek,  Warren  County,  October  3,  i860.  He 
is  a  son  of  Dennis,  Sr.,  and  Kate  (Fitzgerald) 
Moynehan. 

Mr.  Moynehan's  father,  who  was  born  in 
Ireland  in  1820,  emigrated  witli  his  wife  and 
two  children  to  the  United  States  in  1850. 
He  was  possessed  of  small  means;  and  after 
his  arrival  he  engaged  in  railroad  contract- 
ing, in  which  he  was  successful.  For  the 
past  thirty  years  he  has  resided  upon  a  good 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  Dennis  Moyne- 
han, Sr.,  has  reared  a  family  of  seven 
cliildren,  his  namesake,  Dennis,  being  the 
youngest. 

Dennis  M(jynehan,  the  \ounger,  was  etiu- 
catetl  in  the  common  schools  and  at  an  acad- 
emy. At  the  age  of  eigiiteen  he  began  life 
for  iiimself  as  a  teamster,  one  year  later  be- 
I  coming  a  clerk  for  his  brother,  Patrick  Moyne- 
han, in  a  general  store  at  North  Creek,  where 
he  remained  for  four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1884 
he  took  charge  of  a  lumbering  enterprise  at 
the  mouth  of  Cedar  River:  and,  having  there 
made  iiimself  familial'  wiiii  the  details  of  that 
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business,  he  has  followed  it  successfully  for  a 
greater  jjart  of  the  time  since.  In  1S85  he 
began  hotel-keeping  at  the  Indian  Lake  House 
in  Hamilton  County,  where  he  remained  for  a 
year,  after  which  he  came  to  Newcomb,  and 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In  18S9,  in 
company  with  his  partner,  Mr.  Anderson,  he 
purchased  the  Wayside  Inn,  a  hostelry  which 
was  built  in  1855,  and  has  since  been  a  well- 
known  comfortable  resort  for  travellers  in  the 
Adirondack  region.  The  house  has  been  en- 
larged and  remodelled  by  its  former  projjrie- 
tors;  and  the  present  owners  have  still  further 
increased  its  capacity,  and  have  introduced 
modern  imijrovements.  It  is  now  a  commodi- 
ous hotel,  eighty  by  fifty  feet,  four  stories 
high,  and  containing  sixty  rooms,  a  spacious 
and  wcll-furnishetl  office,  and  two  large  din- 
ing-rooms. The  house  is  supplied  with  pure 
water  direct  from  mountain  s[)rings,  and  at  the 
present  time  it  enjoys  a  high  reputation  among 
the  many  travellers  who  annually  visit  the 
neighborhood.  Among  other  extensive  busi- 
ness operations  in  which  since  1889  Messrs. 
Anderson  &  Moynehan  have  been  engaged, 
they  have  conducted  a  general  mercantile  es- 
tablishment in  Newcomb  since  1890,  their 
present  store  having  been  built  in  1892. 
They  carry  a  varied  stock  of  merchandise, 
their  annual  sales  amounting  to  an  average  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  in  1893 
their  trade  footed  uj)  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  They  also  run  a 
hotel  and  store  at  Long  Lake,  and  likewise 
own  and  operate  two  stage  lines,  one  from 
North  Creek  to  Long  Lake  and  Section    19  on 


Webb"s  Railroail,  ami  one  from  Newcomb's 
to  the  Hudson  and  .Schroon  Rivers.  The  firm 
emidoy  as  many  as  si.\  lumdred  men  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  teams  when  their  extensive 
business  ventures  are  in  full  operation,  keep- 
ing a  constant  force  of  sixty  men  and  thirty 
teams;  and  they  have  developed  an  enter[)rise 
and  business  ability  which  is  producing  the 
most    satisfactory   financial    results. 

On  September  29,  1885,  Mr.  Moynehan  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Jennie  Anderson,  of 
VVeaverstown,  daughter  of  John  Anderson  and 
sister  of  his  present  business  associate.  Mrs. 
Moynehan  died  in  iVIarch,  1889,  ageil  twenty- 
eight  years,  leaving  one  son,  who  was  born 
August  17,   1887. 

Mr.  Moynehan  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  is  now  serving  his  sixth  year  as  Supervisor 
of  the  town.  He  is  widely  known  as  an  ener- 
getic and  progressive  business  man,  who  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  developing  the  natural  re- 
sources of  his  locality.  He  has  atlvanced  in 
Masonry  to  the  Thirty-second  Degree. 


??yrON.  GEORGL  CHAHOON,  ol  Au 
Sable  Forks,  N.Y.,  who  was  recently 
elected,  in  the  fall  of  1895,  Stale 
Senator  to  represent  the  Thirty-first  District, 
is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Clin- 
ton County.  He  was  horn  at  Sherburne. 
Chenango  County,  N.Y.,  in  i8.}o.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of 
George  Chahoon,  was  a  native  of  Wilkesliarre, 
Pa.,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  as  a 
tiller   of   the   soil.      He   reared    lour   thildren, 
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one  of  whom  was  John,  the  father  of  Senator 
Chahoon.  John  Chahoon  was  a  railway 
contractor,  and  engaged  in  many  hirge  and 
profitable  business  transactions.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  children,  George  being  the 
first-born. 

When  but  eight  years  of  age  George 
Chahoon  accompanied  his  parents  to  Virginia, 
where  he  was  bred  and  educated,  residing 
there  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when 
he  returned  North.  He  was  afterward  an  em- 
ployee in  the  National  Observatory  and  in  the 
Treasury  Department  at  Washington,  D.C. ; 
and  later,  under  the  appointment  of  Major- 
general  Schofield,  lie  served  two  years  as 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Richmond,  Va.  Mr. 
Chahoon  came  to  Clinton  County  in  1872,  and 
has  since  been  associated  with  the  firm  long 
known  as  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Iron  Company, 
lately  emerged  into  the  J.  &  J.  Rogers  Com- 
pany, and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wood  pulp,  his  position  now  for  several  years 
being  that  of  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Chahoon  is  widely  known  as  a  gentle- 
man of  great  business  ability  and  of  unques- 
tioned integrity,  well-informed  on  the  i)olili- 
cal  questions  of  the  day.  A  recognized  local 
leader  in  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he 
is  a  strong  supporter,  he  has  served  its  inter- 
ests in  various  ofificial  capacities,  having  been 
chairman  of  county  conventions,  a  delegate 
at  national  conventions,  and  for  three  years  a 
member  of  the  State  Committee.  For  many 
years  he  has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor, 
being  Chairman  of  the  lioard  a  large  part  of 
the  time,  and  active  in  promoting  the  best   in- 


terests of  his  town  and  the  county  at  large. 
As  the  representative  of  this  district  in  the 
State  Senate,  Mr.  Chahoon  may  be  relied  upon 
to  use  his  influence,  and  cast  his  vote  in  be- 
half of  that  i)rotectivc  tariff  legislation  "under 
which,"  to  quote  his  own  words  at  the  nomi- 
nating convention  of  August  last  in  Platts- 
burg,  "our  country  has  grown  and  prospered 
materially,  intellectually,  and  morally,  as  no 
other  country  has  grown  and  prospered  since 
the  beginning  of  history." 

In  1867  Mr.  Chahoon  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Rogers,  daughter  of  James 
Rogers,  of  An  Sable.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children  —  George 
Chahoon,  Jr.,  and  llasbrouck  Chahoon. 


>  lARKHAM  S.  SHERMAN,  who 
is  largely  engaged  in  lumbering, 
is  the  proprietor  of  the  New  Pond 
Inn  at  Underwood,  in  the  town  of  North  Hud- 
son. He  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Lucy  (La 
P"" ranee)  Sherman,  and  was  born  here  in  1843. 
Mr.  Sherman's  father  was  born  in  England 
in  1805.  He  emigrated  to  Canada  when  a 
young  man;  but,  after  his  marriage  and  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1830  he  settled  in  Plattsburg, 
N.Y.  He  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business 
and  also  as  a  contractor,  and  in  1849  moved  to 
North  Hudson,  where  he  bought  a  tract  of  five 
hundred  acres  of  timber  land,  becoming  an  ex- 
tensive lumberman.  He  cleared  tlie  land  into 
a  good  farm,  manufacturing  shingles,  which  he 
transported  with  ox  teams  over  the  primitive 
trails  to  the   nearest  market  at  Ticonderoga, 
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exchanging  his  products  tor  merchandise. 
Lewis  Sherman  followeti  farming  and  lumber- 
ing successfully  for  many  years,  and  resided 
upon  the  farm  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  May  13,  1883.  His  wife,  Lucy  La 
France,  whom  he  married  in  Canatla,  was  a 
native  of  France.  Slie  became  the  mother 
of  seven  children,  of  whom  four  are  living, 
namely:  Lucy,  who  is  the  wife  of  Godfrey 
r'reeman,  and  resides  in  California;  Lewis,  a 
lumberman  of  Wisconsin;  Mark,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  and  James,  who  is  engaged  in 
lumbering  in  Essex  County.  Mrs.  Lucy  La 
France  Sherman,  who  has  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-two,  is  remarkably  bright 
and  active  for  one  of  her  years.  She  still 
resides  at  the  old  homestead. 

Markham  S.  Sherman  received  his  education 
in  his  boyhood  in  the  district  schools,  and  has 
since  engaged  in  hunbering  as  his  principal 
occupation.  Li  1865,  when  he  was  twenty- 
two  years  old,  he  commenced  operating  by 
contract,  and  since  that  time  has  continued  in 
the  business  with  an  energy  and  ability  which 
has  been  attended  with  financial  success.  In 
the  fall  of  1893  he  bought  his  Underwood 
property,  which  consists  of  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  acres,  with  a  fine  large 
hotel  one  hundred  by  .seventy  feet,  lie  has 
remodelled  and  otherwise  improved  the  New 
Pond  Inn,  which  occui)ies  a  delightful  situa- 
tion, with  excellent  facilities  for  boating,  fish- 
ing, and  hunting,  and  is  surrounded  by  pict- 
uresque scenery;  and  aside  from  that  valuable 
property  he  has  two  good  farms,  owning  in  all 
about  two  thousand  acres  of  land. 


Mr.  Sherman  and  Maggie  Ander.son,  of  Mill 
Brook,  daughter  of  John  Anderson,  were 
united  in  marriage  in  1869,  and  iiave  had 
seven  children,  as  follows:  Fred,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year;  Ralph,  who  is  now  Assis- 
tant Postmaster  in  Underwood;  Walter,  a 
resilient  of  Newcomb;  George,  who  is  now  at- 
tending school ;  Pirilie,  aged  thirteen;  Grace, 
aged  five;  and  Harris,  aged  three  years.  In 
religious  faith  Mrs.  Sherman  is  a  Presby- 
terian. 

Mr.  Sherman  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
has  long  been  prominent  in  public  affairs,  hav- 
ing served  with  ability  as  Highway  Commis- 
sioner, and  in  other  ini[)ortaut  offices.  He  is 
widely  known  in  business  circles  both  as  a 
lumberman  and  hotel  proprietor,  and  is  very 
popular  socially,  being  a  Master  Mason. 


^OIIN  F.  O'PRH'.N,  who  is  at  present 
engaged  as  a  commission  merciiant  in 
Plattsburg,  was  born  in  Fort  ICdward, 
Washington  County,  N.Y.,  September  29, 
[859.  His  father,  James  O'Brien,  who  was  a 
native  oi  County  Cork,  Ireland,  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1848,  antl  settled  in  I-'ort 
lulward,  where  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, being  well  known  as  an  industrious  and 
successful  farmer  and  a  worthy  citizen.  Mr. 
James  O'Brien  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years,  leaving  six  children,  of  wlioTn  John  ]•"., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  second- 
ly) rn. 

John    !•'.    O'Brien    receiveii   a   public-school 
education  in  liis  native  town,  and  ;ifter  leaving 
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the  high  school  he  entered  the  Fort  Edward 
Institute,  there  to  fit  himself  for  a  civil  en- 
gineer. He  was  graduateil  four  years  later, 
and  then,  entering  the  service  of  tlie  United 
States  government,  maiie  a  survey  of  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State 
of  Minnesota,  after  completing  which  he  was 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  Duluth  & 
Iron  Range  Railroad.  Returning  to  the  East, 
he  was  next  appointed  to  the  important  posi- 
tion of  chief  engineer  of  the  windmill  section 
of  the  Groton  aqueduct,  which  supplies  New 
York  City  with  water;  but  failing  health 
caused  him  to  retire  from  the  work,  and  he 
came  to  I'lattsburg  in  order  to  try  the  effects 
of  the  invigorating  air  of  the  mountain  dis- 
tricts. He  here  succeeded  his  brother,  Gen- 
eral K.  C.  O'Brien,  in  the  commission  busi- 
ness, handling  extensively  the  products  of  the 
various  flouring  -  mills,  and  also  dealing  in 
grain  ami  feed.  Since  coming  to  I'lattsburg 
his  health  has  so  far  improved  as  to  permit 
of  his  resuming  engineering  work  to  some 
extent.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  a  delegate  to  the  last  Republican  State 
Convention. 

General  E.  C.  O'Brien,  Mr.  O'Brien's 
biother,  who  is  a  well-known  figure  in  State 
|)olitics,  is  a  graduate  of  the  North  Bend 
(Ind.)  Military  Academy,  and  was  for  some 
time  an  officer  on  Governor  Morton's  staff. 
He  was  appointed  Commissioner  of  Navigation 
under  the  Harrison  administration,  and  while 
I'resident  of  the  State  Board  he  introtlucetl 
Mayor  Strong  to  the  Dock  ]5oard  of  New  York 
C.ty. 


ICHARD  LYNN,  a  lumberman  with 
headquarters  in  Minerva,  Essex 
County,  was  born  in  this  town,  Janu- 
ary i6,  i.sr)5.  He  is  a  son  of  Daniel  Lynn,  a 
farmer  owning  and  occupying  a  snug  estate  in 
Minerva,  who  came  here  with  his  father,  also 
named  Daniel,  from  Ireland.  The  elder 
Daniel  Lynn  lived  in  Ireland  until  after  the 
birth  of  his  five  children,  when  he  started 
with  his  wife  and  family  for  America.  The 
voyage  was  very  long,  proving  too  severe  for 
the  wife,  who  died  on  board  the  vessel  while 
near  some  port,  and  was  buried  on  land. 
Grandfather  Lynn  with  his  motherless  chil- 
dren continued  their  voyage  to  New  \'oi"k, 
coming  directly  to  Minerva,  settling  in  that 
part  called  Irishtown. 

Daniel  Lynn,  Jr.,  Richard's  father,  was 
born  in  1826,  being  quite  a  lad  when  he  came 
here  with  his  father  and  four  brothers,  two  of 
whom  are  still  living  —  Michael,  in  this  town; 
and  James,  in  the  West.  Daniel  was  a  dili- 
gent worker  and  [irudent  in  his  expenditures, 
and  after  a  few  years  was  able  to  buy  a  small 
farm,  on  which  he  has  since  carried  on  general 
agriculture.  He  married  in  1858  Ann  Ward, 
of  Irelanil,  a  daughter  of  Richard  Ward. 
Seven  of  the  eight  children  that  wei'e  born  to 
them  are  now  living,  namely:  Minnie,  the 
wife  of  Barney  Stanton,  of  Ticonderoga  ;  John, 
unmarried,  living  in  North  Hudson;  Susan, 
remaining  with  her  parents;  Richard,  the 
leading  subject  of  this  brief  sketch;  Daniel, 
unmarried,  living  at  Long  Lake;  Dennis,  a 
farmer,  of  Minerva;  and  Charles,  seventeen 
years  old,  residing  at  the  parent.il  hduie.      The 
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father  is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  jxilitical 
affiliatiiins,  and  quite  iiiHiiential  in  town 
affairs,  liaving  been  Assessor  man}'  \ears,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Excise,  and  a  School 
Trustee.  Religiously,  the  entire  family  arc 
prominently  connected  with  the  Catholic 
church,  being  devout  members. 

Richard  Lynn  attended  the  district  school 
in  his  younger  days,  at  the  same  time  spend- 
ing his  spare  time  in  working  ajjout  the  farm, 
becoming  as  familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm 
life  as  with  his  books.  He  continued  a  mem- 
ber of  the  parental  household  until  iS'91,  wlien 
he  married  Miss  Maggie  l'"lynn,  a  daughter  of 
Patrick  V.  and  Sarah  Flynn,  of  Minerva.  The 
fcdlowing  year  Mr.  Lynn  was  engaged  in  team- 
ing; but  since  that  time  he  has  had  charge  of 
a  camp  with  fifty  or  more  men  under  iiis  sujjcr- 
vision,  the  work  keejiing  these  men  with  some 
ten  or  twelve  teams  constantly  busy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lynn  have  one  child,  a  iiright  and  active 
boy  of  three  and  one-half  years. 


rl.P.W.'M.I),  who  has  spent  a  large  part 
of  his  active  life  in  Port  Henry,  Plssex 
County,  N.Y.,  where  he  is  now  located,  was 
born  July  i,^,  1.S50,  at  Barchfeld,  County  of 
Kurhessen,  Germany.  Mis  i)atcrnal  grand- 
father was  an  extensive  dealer  in  horses  and 
cattle,  in  which  business  he  made  and  lost  a 
fortune.  He  travelled  largely  over  Germany, 
buying  colts  and  shii)i)ing  them  in  great 
droves,  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  at  a 
time,  to  the  markets  at  Frankfort,  making  that 
his   permanent   business.      He   married   a  Miss 


Sinon  ;  and  they  reared  six  children  —  Philip, 
Abrani,  Solomon,  liertha,  Hannah,  and 
Marion,  the  first-born  being  the  father  of  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 

Philip  Lewald  received  a  substantial  etluca- 
tion  in  the  schools  at  Cassel,  the  cajiital  of 
Hesse-Cassel,  in  Germany,  being  fitted  for 
a  teacher.  He  began  his  ]irofessional  career 
in  I?archfeld,  meeting  with  such  success  as  a 
teacher  that  he  was  retained  in  the  schools  for 
some  thirty-five  or  forty  \-ears.  In  1X73  he 
emigrated  to  this  country,  taking  u])  his  resi- 
dence in  Port  Henry,  where  he  lived  for  a 
number  of  )ears. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  having  accpiired 
his  earlv  education  in  Germany,  left  the 
Fatherland  when  thirteen  years  of  age,  coming 
to  America  in  June,  1S63,  to  work  in  his 
LTncle  Ahram  Lewald's  store  in  this  town. 
He  received  in  pasnient  for  services  rendered 
his  board  and  schooling  during  the  first  two 
years;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months, 
he  was  subsequently  connected  with  his  uncle's 
business  until  1S70,  when  he  ojiened  a  gen- 
eral store  at  IMineville,  continuing  there  until 
1871.  Closing  out  his  !)usincss,  he  then  re- 
turned to  Port  Henry  to  accept  the  jiosilion 
of  general  manager  in  the  store  of  his  un(  le, 
where  he  remained  until  his  uncle  failed,  in 
1875.  Mr.  Lewald  then  entered  the  service  <if 
p'uld  &  Co.,  of  New  \'ork,  travelling  on  the 
road  for  them  about  two  years.  In  1.S77  he 
again  returned  to  this  village,  to  take  charge 
of  the  present  business,  as  agent  for  Mr.  N. 
Herman,  and  has  since  filled  the  responsible 
position  with  the  utmost  satisfaction. 
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Mr.  Lewakl  is  itlcntificd  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  althouj^h  he  takes  no  active  part 
in  politics,  and,  socially,  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Order  ever  since  attaining  his 
majority,  belonging  to  both  the  Lodge  and  the 
Chapter. 


M 


UNCAN  CAMERON,  a  prosperous 
ij,  J  farmer  and  projjrietor  of  a  hotel  at 
Raybrook,  in  the  town  of  North 
Elba,  Esse.x  County,  N.Y. ,  was  born  in  Dun- 
dee, Canada  East,  July  24,  1844.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  Hugh  Cameron,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, who  emigrated  to  Canada  and  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  Dundee.  Hugh  Cameron  and 
his  wife  lived  to  reach  an  advanced  age.  They 
reared  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
all  of  whom  became  heads  of  families,  and  died 
residents  of  the  United  States. 

Dougal  Cameron,  son  of  Hugh,  and  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Scot- 
land in  1812,  and  in  his  youth  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Canada.  In  1840  he  settled 
in  Eranklin  County,  New  York,  where  he  was 
for  some  years  employed  in  the  lumber  camps; 
and  he  eventually  engaged  in  farming.  He 
died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Duncan  in  North 
I'^lba,  May  6,  1878,  aged  si.\ty-si.\  years.  His 
wife,  Jane  Carr,  who  is  a  native  of  Scotland, 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  four  sons 
and  five  daughters,  as  follows:  Eliza  Ann, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine;  Alexander, 
who  resides  in  Illinois;  Donald,  who  lives 
with  his  brother  l^uncan  in  North  IClba; 
Catherine,  who  became  Mrs.  Volstadt,  and 
resides   in   Indiana;  Peter,  who  resides  in  the 


West;  Duncan,  above  named;  Jennie,  who  is 
married  and  lives  in  Clinton,  Mass.  ;  Mary, 
who  became  Mrs.  Ames,  and  resides  in  North 
Elba ;  and  Margaret,  wife  of  James  Nelson, 
who  resides  in  the  West.  Mr.  Cameron's 
mother,  who  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years,  is  residing  with  her  daughter 
Jennie  in  Clinton,  Mass. 

Duncan  Cameron  received  a  limited  district- 
school  education,  and  assisted  his  father  in  at- 
tending to  the  farm  duties  until  reaching  the 
age  of  eighteen.  He  began  life  for  himself 
as  an  employee  of  Daniel  Ames  in  his  lumber- 
ing operations ;  and  in  1S67  he  settled  in  North 
Elba,  where  he  ])urchased  a  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres,  which  was  mosth' 
covered  with  timber.  He  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing on  his  own  account,  clearing  and  im]irov- 
ing  the  land  into  a  good  farm;  and  in  1880, 
he  erected  his  ])rescnt  hotel,  a  substantial 
building,  forty  by  sixty  feet,  three  stories  high 
with  a  twenty-five-foot  wing.  The  house  is 
capable  of  accommodating  fifty  guests,  and  is 
well  patronized  during  the  summer  season. 
Mr.  Cameron  has  a  large  barn,  seventy  by  fifty 
feet,  and  keejis  an  average  of  twelve  cows  and 
forty  shec]). 

In  1866  Mr.  Cameron  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Lydia  J.  Ames,  of  North  I'llba, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Jane  (Blake)  Ames, 
the  former  of  whom  is  a  well-to-do  farmer  and 
lumberman.  Mrs.  Cameron  has  three  brothers 
and  one  sister  living.  Her  mother  died  in 
1884.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cameron  have  two  chil- 
dren, namely ;  Byron,  who  married  Bertha 
Flanders,  and  is   in   company  with   his  father; 
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and  Jennie  S. ,  wife  of  William  W'altcin,  a 
hardware  merchant  at  Saranac  Lake,  they 
heing  the  parents  of  one  dauf^hter. 

Mr.  Cameron  is  a  Democrat  in  ])olitirs;  and, 
besides  serving  the  town  with  ahilit)'  as  a 
Commissioner,  he  has  been  I'ostmaster  since 
his  hotel  was  ojiened,  having  been  appointed 
under  Postmaster-general  James.  lie  has  had 
a  remarkably  siiccessfid  business  career,  and 
at  the  present  time  owns  and  controls  one 
thousand  acres  of  land. 


ilORCb;  I R I. SI  I,  a  successful  market- 
an  of  l^li/abethtown,  Essex  County, 
N.Y.,  son  of  Cieorge,  .Sr. ,  and  l-lliza  (Kcese) 
Irish,  was  born  at  Au  .Sable  i''orks,  N.V.,  Au- 
gust ;ir,  1S27.  Mr.  Irish's  ancestors,  both 
paternal  and  maternal,  were  of  Welsh  origin; 
and  his  grandparents  on  his  father's  side  were 
Jonathan  and  Deborah  Irish.  Jonathan  Irish, 
who  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  settled  in 
Danby,  Vt.,  when  a  young  man,  and  engaged 
in  agricultural  jnusuits,  which  he  followed 
successfully  for  some  years.  He  later  moved 
to  Au  Sable  I''orks,  at  that  time  a  part  of  Peru 
town.ship,  and  resided  there  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1832,  at  the  age  of 
sevcnty-scvcn  years.  He  was  among  the  lirst 
to  settle  at  Au  .Salile  l-'orks,  and  he  was  a  .sturdy 
pioneer  and  a  useful  citizen.  Ilis  wife,  who 
became  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  lived  to 
reach  the  advanced  age  of  ninctx-  ilir.,..  nnd 
died  in  1847. 

George  Irish,  .Sr.,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born 
in  Danby,  Vt.,  and  at  the  ago  of  si.xtccn  moved 


with  his  ])arents  to  Au  .Sable  aiul  became  a 
pioneer  in  that  town.  He  cleared  and  im- 
]iroved  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  with  such 
diligence  and  good  judgment  as  to  become  one 
<if  the  most  wealthy  residents  of  the  locality. 
He  was  a  Uuaker  in  his  religions  faith,  and, 
in  com]iany  with  his  wife,  devoted  considerable 
time  to  the  i)reaching  of  that  doctrine  through- 
out Western  New  York.  Although  he  fa- 
vored the  Whig  party  in  his  jiolitical  views, 
his  religion  prevented  him  from  holding  public 
office  on  account  of  his  inability  to  take  the 
customary  oath,  which  would  bind  him  to  de- 
fend the  government  in  time  of  war.  He  died 
in  Au  .Sable.  His  wife,  ICliza  Kcese,  was  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Kcese,  of  Keeseville,  for 
whom  that  town  was  named.  -She  was  a  strict 
adherent  to  the  Quaker  form  of  worship,  and 
preached  that  faith  in  New  York  State  and  as 
far  West  as  Ohio.  George,  -Sr.,  and  b'liza  K. 
Irish  were  the  jiarents  of  twelve  children, 
namely:  b'anny;  Deborah;  Allen;  I.ydia; 
Abigail;  Hannah;  Persis;  George,  the  sub 
ject  of  this  sketch;  Richard  K.  ;  i-'.lmer; 
Henry  K.  ;  and  Oliver  K. 

(k'orgc,  the  eighth  child  and  second  son,  as 
named  above,  attended  the  Peru  High  School; 
and,  after  completing  his  course  nf  study,  he 
taught  one  term  of  schoul  in  Western  New 
York  and  two  in  Clinton  County.  Ht;  then 
engaged  in  farming,  wiiich  lie  conducted  with 
prosperous  results  until  reaching  the  age  of 
forty  years,  when  he  relin<uiished  that  occupa 
tion  and  established  himself  in  the  market 
business  in  Kee.seville,  where  he  resided  for 
twelve  years.      He    then    moved    to    I^lizabeth- 
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town,  and  here,  openinf;-  a  first-class  market, 
has  since  carried  on  a  tiiriving  trade. 

Mr.  Irish  married,  in  1855,  Miss  Hayes, 
dau<;hter  of  Reuben  Hayes,  and  has  had  four 
ciiikh'en,  as  follows:  George  H.,  who  gradu- 
ated from  the  Kecsevillc  High  School, 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont,  was  the 
leader  of  his  class  in  mathematics,  and  was  a 
bright,  intelligent  young  man,  who  gave 
promise  of  a  brilliant  future,  but  who  died 
during  his  senior  year,  in  1H77,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two;  Owen  R.,  who  is  a  travelling 
salesman  for  the  Lewis  Boot  and  .Shoe  Com- 
pan}',  of  Boston,  and  is  an  energetic  young  busi- 
ness man;  Kdward  F.,  who  is  in  the  whole- 
sale store  of  the  Warren  Boot  and  Shoe  Com- 
]3any ;  and  Reuben  H.,  who  graduated  from  the 
IClizabethtown  High  School  in  1890,  and  is 
now  a  student   at   the  Albany  Medical    School. 

Mr.  Irish  is  a  Republican,  but  takes  no 
active  part  in  political  affairs,  as  his  feeble 
health  obliges  him  to  husband  his  strength  for 
business  pursuits.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  I-Lpiscopal  church,  of  which  he  is 
both  a  Steward  and  a  Trustee;  and  he  has  been 
superintendent  of  the  .Sunday-school  for  the 
jiast  seven  years. 


ON.  SHEPARD  I".  BOWEN,  a 
prominent  business  man  and  one  of 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  I'latts- 
liurg,  N.  v.,  was  born  of  American  parents,  in 
the  town  of  Potter,  P.O.,  Canada,  March  28, 
1824.      He  is  of  Welsh  descent. 

His  father,   Nathan    Bowen,   was  born  in  Jer- 


icho, Vt.,  and  was  the  youngest  child  of  a  fam- 
ily of  five  boys  and  two  girls.  After  arriving 
at  manhood,  he  bought  a  farm  in  Canada,  where 
he  remained  until  1852,  when  he  removed  to 
St.  Eawrencc  Count}',  this  State,  which  was 
his  home  for  a  while;  but  he  died  at  Teni[ile- 
ton,  Worcester  County,  Mass.  He  married 
Carrie  Pike,  daughter  of  J(jhn  S.  and  Abigail 
Pike,  her  father,  a  native  of  Hampshire 
County,  Massachusetts,  having  been  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  army  and  after  the  war 
a  successful  farmer  in  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nathan  Bowen  reared  twelve  children,  namely: 
John;  Abigail;  Clarissa;  I'llnathan;  Isaac; 
Shepard  P.;  Susan;  Louisa;  Ezra,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  Levi;  William; 
and  Almeda. 

Shepard  P.  Bowen  was  reared  on  the  farm 
in  Potter,  Canada,  and  after  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  town  was  sent  to  the 
academy  at  Troy,  Vt.  Having  much  native 
mechanical  ability,  he  began  work  in  1846  in 
Stevens's  furniture  factory  at  Plattsburg,  but 
after  some  months  went  to  Saranac,  where  he 
followed  the  painter's  trade  two  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1848  Mr.  Bowen  entered  the  store  of 
Jackson,  Morgan  &  Co.,  iron  manufacturers 
at  Saranac,  as  a  clerk,  leaving  them  three  years 
later  to  become  book-keeper  for  the  Saranac 
Mill  Company,  afterward  filling  the  same  posi- 
tion in  the  office  of  George  H.  Parsons  &  Co., 
iron  manufacturers.  He  eventually  left  that 
office  to  accept  the  more  responsible  one  of  gen- 
eral manager  of  Hewitt,  Stoddard  &  Co. 's  es- 
tablishment. At  the  end  of  a  year,  in  company 
with  Edward    Partridge   and   his   brother  Isaac, 
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he  bought  out  this  tirui,  and  continued  the 
business  imder  the  firm  name  of  ]5o\ven,  I'ai'- 
tridge  &  Co.  T\vo  years  alter  i\Ir.  15o\ven  sidti 
his  interest  to  the  other  members  of  the  firm, 
and  in  1858  formed  a  partnershi])  with  C.  Ci. 
Hull  as  dealers  in  general  merchandise  and 
bloom  iron.  In  1S59  he  again  sokj  out  to  his 
[lartncr,  and  entered  into  company  with  J.  1). 
Kingsland  &  Co.,  in  the  manufacture  of  iron, 
running  a  general  store  in  connection  there- 
with. Three  years  later  Mr.  liowen  ]Hnchased 
the  interest  of  his  partners,  and,  having 
carried  on  the  i)usincss  alone  two  years,  ad- 
mitted the  Hon.  Andrew  Williams  into  part- 
nership. In  1866  he  took  another  ]xirtner, 
James  H.  .Signor,  this  firm  remaining  intact 
until  1871,  when  Mr.  Williams  left  it,  the 
business  being  continued  by  l?owen  &  Signor 
until  18S7.  In  1869  Mr.  liowen  became  a 
resident  of  I'lattsburg,  and  since  tiiat  time 
has  been  identified  with  various  interests.  He 
has  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  different 
buildings  in  the  place,  including  the  State 
Normal  School,  the  count}-  court  house,  the 
county  jail,  and  man\'  other  public  edifices. 
In  1 88 1  he  was  employed  by  the  government 
at  their  military  post  here. 

Mr.  Bowcn  has  been  quite  active  in  |)olitical 
life,  being  a  prominent  member  of  the  Reinib- 
lican  party.  For  eleven  years  he  was  a  Super- 
visor at  Saranac,  and  has  filled  the  same  office 
in  Plattsburg.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to  rep- 
resent this  district  in  the  State  Assembly,  and 
chosen  to  the  same  office  in  1876,  1S77,  and 
1878.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate, 
serving    his   constituents   so  ably    that    he  was 


re-elected  continuously  until  1SX5.  When  the 
late  Civil  War  broke  out,  in  1861,  Mr.  l!i)wen 
was  very  an.xious  to  take  an  active  jiart  ;  but, 
being  in  ill  health  at  that  time,  he  was  unable 
to  pass  the  examination.  In  1864  he  was  se- 
lected by  his  fcUow-cit i/.ens  to  look  after  the 
welfare  nf  the  soldiers  who  went  from  this 
vicinity,  and,  on  going  to  Washington,  found 
that  the  only  way  he  could  get  to  the  front  was 
to  go  as  a  volunteer  nurse.  This  he  did,  and 
arrived  befoie  Richmond  while  the  seven  days' 
fight  was  in  progress.    - 

Mr.  Howen  has  been  twice  married.  Ili^ 
first  wife,  to  whom  be  was  united  in  1S5J, 
Susan  H.  I'arsons,  daughter  of  Judge  Parsons, 
of  Saranac,  died  in  1854,  leaviiig  one  child, 
Susan,  now  the  wife  of  Henry  C.  Jillson,  of 
Whitehall,  N.  Y.  He  subsec|ucnlly  married 
I'jiiily  J.  Signor,  daughter  of  I'hili]i  .Signor. 
of  I'lattsburg,  and  a  descendant  of  Roger  Will 
iams.  Four  children  have  been  horn  to  them, 
as  follows:  lulith,  the  wife  of  Richard  N. 
Pike;  Mrs.  Rouette  Haker,  of  I'lattsburg; 
Clara  Louise,  wife  of  Charles  MacMaster,  of 
this  city;  and  Frank  I..,  who  has  been  Re 
ceivcr  of  Ta.\es  for  some  years. 


^TCC.II  P.  CONWA\',  an  unostentatious. 
but  euterjirising  and  progressive, 
business  man  of  liistoric  Plattsburg, 
N.Y.,  his  native  place,  was  born  October  7, 
1847.  He  is  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  bears  the 
name  of  his  grandfather,  llngh  Conway,  wiui 
was  born  and  reared  in  Cork,  Ireland,  drand- 
father  Conway   married   Rose   Carr;    and   their 
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fourth  child,  James  Conway,  was  the  fathe?-  of 
the  younger  Hugh,  of  whom  we  write. 

James  Conway  was  horn  at  Coricorc,  County 
Tyrone,  Irehuid,  and  there  worked  at  the  trade 
(if  a  bloomer  until  twenty-seven  years  old, 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  He 
married  Flora  MacGowen,  a  native  of  Corn- 
wall, Canada,  and  she  survives  him,  he  hav- 
ing departed  this  life  December  28,  1894, 
They  reared  eleven  children:  namely,  Hugh 
P.,  Jane,  Rose,  Flora,  John,  James,  Angus, 
Daniel,  Kate,  Mary,  and  Nellie. 

Hugh  P.  Conway  began  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  at  the  district  schools,  afterward 
studying  for  a  while  at  the  Plattsburg  Acad- 
emy, which  he  left  in  1863,  to  enter  the  em- 
ployment of  .S.  P.  Bailey,  a  dry-goods  mer- 
chant. A  year  later  he  took  a  similar  position 
with  P.  iH:  S.  Morish,  remaining  with  them 
four  years.  He  then  became  a  clerk  in  tlie 
dry-goods  house  of  I-'.  Musbaum,  and  during 
the  twelve  years  he  remained  in  his  employ 
became  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  details 
of  the  entire  business.  In  1882  Mr.  Conway 
received  a  flattering  offer  from  a  Ciiicago 
clothing  house  to  take  charge  of  their  busi- 
ness, on  a  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars  per 
year.  He  refused  this,  however,  and  in  No- 
\'embcr,  1882,  opened  his  [)resent  dry-goods 
and  millinery  establishment,  wliich  he  has 
since  conducted  with  uncjualified  success.  He 
carries  a  fine  assortment  of  the  goods  in  this 
line,  and  his  genial  courtesy  and  strict  busi- 
ness methods  make  him  a  most  agreeable  man 
to  deal  with. 

Mr.    Conway  is  a  prominent   member  of  the 


Clinton  County  Agricultural  .Society,  in  which 
he  takes  a  deep  interest,  and  has  been  its 
Vice-Piesident  and  Manager  for  three  years. 
Politically,  he  is  and  always  has  been  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
has  never  solicited  or  cared  for  official   favors. 


M 


ANIFL  DONAHUE,  senior  member 
^  f  of  the  firm  of  Donahue  &  Lewis,  ice 
dealers  of  Ticonderoga,  was  born  in 
1836  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland.  His  parents, 
John  and  Honora  Donahue,  came  to  America 
in  1S38,  leaving  Daniel,  then  their  only  child, 
with  his  paternal  grandfather,  David  Donahue, 
who  owned  his  own  farm. 

Daniel  remained  with  Iiis  grandfather,  being 
reared  to  farm  life  until  sixteen  years  old, 
wlicn  he,  too,  came  to  this  country,  accompany- 
ing relatives,  and  lauding  in  New  York  City 
in  the  fall  of  1852,  the  voyage  from  Liverpool 
taking  three  weeks.  He  had  enough  money  to 
pay  his  passage,  but  none  to  spare;  and  after 
a  week's  stay  in  ihc  metropolis  he  engaged  to 
drive  on  the  canal  for  Daniel  Thompson,  of 
this  place,  for  whom  he  worked  four  years. 
He  receivi'd  live  dollars  a  month  the  first 
year,  ten  dollars  the  second,  sixteen  dollars  the 
third  year,  and  the  last  year  twenty  dollars  a 
month,  each  winter  having  the  privilege, 
which  he  eagerly  embraced,  of  attending 
school  and  working  for  his  board.  The  fol- 
lowing three  years  Mr.  Donahue  was  in  the 
cm])loyment  of  John  Tiiompson,  a  brother  of 
Daniel,  receiving  the  same  wages,  but  acting 
as   steersman.      Returning  then  to   his   former 
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employer,  he  was  offered  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month,  or  the  opportunity  of  buying  the 
boat.  He  chose  the  latter,  and  from  that 
time  until  1894  ran  his  own  boat,  being  one 
of  the  best-known  and  most  popular  boatmen 
on  the  canal.  Subsecpienlly,  selling  his  boat, 
Mr.  Donahue  gave  his  entire  attention  to  the 
ice  business,  in  which  he  has  been  engaged 
for  three  years,  twf)  with  his  step-son,  William 
Barry,  and  one  with  his  partner,  Mr.  Lewis, 
deriving  therefrom  a  good  annual  income. 
Financially,  Mr.  Donahue  has  lieen  highly 
prospered,  having,  in  addition  to  his  resilience 
property  on  West  Main  Street,  several  houses 
and  lots  in  town  and  village.  In  politics  he 
is  an  earnest  and  active  Democrat,  and,  so- 
cially, is  a  Master  Mason. 

Mr.  Donahue  was  married  May  31,  1864, 
to  Mrs.  Jane  l?arry,  a  daughter  of  Iliram  Case, 
who  moved  from  here  to  Dubucpie,  I.i..  where 
he  died  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-six 
years.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren. Her  first  husband,  William  Harry,  died 
in  the  |)rime  of  life  in  1859,  leaving  her  with 
three  children,  namely:    !\Trs.  I'".li/.abeth  Good- 


sell,  in  l.ansingburg,  N.Y. ;  Stei)hcn,  residing 
in  this  town;  and  William,  a  farmer,  also  of 
this  town.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donahue  five 
children  have  been  born,  as  follows:  Mary 
died  when  seven  years  okl ;  John  lived  i)ut 
four  years;  Lillie  died  at  the  age  of  one  year: 
George,  a  tinsmith,  is  married  and  resides  in 
Whitehall;  and  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  James 
Davis,  book-keeper  in  Drake's  store.  Mrs. 
Donahue  is  a  woman  of  exemplary  piet\-  and 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

In  the  lall  of  1863  Mr.  Donahue,  who  had 
heretofore  been  unable  to  find  trace  of  his 
parents,  discovered  that  his  mother  was  li\-ing 
in  New  Albany,  Ind.,  whither  he  went  to 
spend  the  winter  with  her,  working  during  tlie 
time  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  Oliio  River.  Her  husband  had  died, 
leaving  her  with  four  children,  not  including 
Daniel.  .She  was  again  married,  her  second 
husband  being  a  Mr.  Smith,  iiy  whom  she 
reared  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  who  are  now 
living  in  \ew  Albany.  Mr.  Donahue's 
uiotlur  (lied  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  threescore 
years  and  ten. 
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